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THE PENINSULA. 


Tci Chailes Stuart, Ksq. Villar Formoso, 9th May, 1811. 

I liave taken an opportunity of reading over tlie enclosures in your 
letter of the 2Ut April, in regard to the reforms of the dcj)artments 
attached to the Portuguese army, from which I find that ntAhing that was 
proposed is to be done. We are now s’cttiiig beyond trifling upon these 
important subjects ; and I must draw the seiions attention of government 
to the state of things here. I assure you that, in a very short time, tliere 
will be no Portuguese army left, if all the military departments are not 
reformed as proposed, and all connected with tliem are not made liable to 
punishment for neglects under the military law. There is Barbacena’s 
brigade, which is not now so numerous as one of our squadrons. Gen. 
Campbell sent me a regiment of it the other night, viludi he reported to 
consibt of 60 horses. Is this to be borne ^ Can the war go on in this way ? 

Every thing else is the same. Tlu* sick and wounded are taken care 
of by our medical officers ; the artillery have no mules, and the guns 
must he sent away ; they liave no ammunition, and we are at this moment 
picking up the French ammunition in our camps to make up again with 
jiowder and materials furnished by us * ! It is because the departments 
at Lisbon don’t take care to find means to move forward the reserves ; 
and then, in order not to lose a battle, the British Commissary Gen. 
must find means of transport for the musket as well as the gun ammu- 
nition of tlie Portuguese army, which means of transport ought to be 
used to bring up food for the horses and soldiers of the army. All this 
falls upon me. I am involved in a most serious situation, and if is quite 
impossible for me to allow matters to go on as they arc. The Portuguese 
army are not paid, positively; and many men, particularly of Pack’s 
brigade, have consequently deserted. 

I enclose the letter which I have written to the Prince Regent under a 
flying seal ; and I beg you to peruse it, to allow Dom M. de Forjaz to 
peruse it, and then to close and forward it to Brazil. 

VOL, V. B 
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I cannot but observe that either is very ill informed of what passes 

at Kio Janeiro, or else he must, on the 12tli Feb., have been acquainted 
with the contents of the letter of the Prince, of the %\\ Feb., to me. 

If you think that any alteration of my letter would be advisable, let me 
know it, and 1 will alter it. 1 conceived it best to appear perfectly in- 
different about you or Doin M. Forjaz ; but to hold out that I should go. 

To lilt* Ht. Hon. II. WplloBley. Villar Furtnoio, 9th May, 1811. 

I have the lumor to enclose the copy of a letter, and of a memorandum, 
wliich I sent t(j Gen. Castahos on the 24th April, proposing a ])lan of co- 
o])cration for the siege of Badajoz, to which letter I have hitherto received 
no answer. 1 have therefore written to Marshal Sir W. Beresford to 
desire that, until the* Spanish Generals will positively engage to co-operate 
witii him in the siege of Badajoz in the manner pointed out, he should 
proceed with caution in that o]K*ration ; as I think there is reason to believe 
that the renuwal of the King from Madrid will f'ceasion the march of the 
army (ff the centre to the southward, or into Estrt madura, and I know 
tliat some battalions, now in this quarter, which have been in Portugal, 
are eventually destined to reinforce the Ist, 4th, and 5th ro/yjjf t/’ormeie, 
which are in Andalusia. 

J have the honor to enclose the copy of my dispatch of the 8th inst. to 
the Sec. of State, from which you will see the ‘^tftte of affairs here. 

I beg you to inform the Spanish government that I am much gratified 
by the alacrity of Don J. Sanchez to communicate with me, and to give me 
every assistanct* in his pow<'r, and hy the constant attention and assistance 
1 receive from Brig. Gen. Don M. de Alava and Col. Don J. O’Lawlor. 

l^.S. 10th May. I enclose the copy of my dispatch of this day to the 
Sec. of State, from which you will learn the result of the enemy’s opera- 
tions for the relief of Almeida. 


7^ A.fil. to Ftnff. Gen. Petu'oekr, LiAmh, Dfh May, 1811, 

I have the honor to acquaint }ou, in icjdy to your letter of the 19th \pril, 

enclosing charges from (’apt. , commanding at IWlem, against Lieut. , 

of the , that the Coiiimnnder of the Foires has taken all the circiiiii&tunces 

into hih consideration, and his Kxcelleiic} cannot help considering that this 
dispute is childish, and might have been easily adjusted, if not avoided, more 

(•.specially iis he took some pains to explain to Lieut. how completely he must 

consider himself under Copt. ’s orders, except in the details of the cavalry 

duties. The Commander of the Forces does not choose, at such a moment, to 
take up the time of the officers of the army in investigating trifling circumstances. 

Lieut. must obey the orders lie receives from Capt. the latter being 

rosuoiisible for the propriety of the orders he gives, and that he does not interfere 
witn Lieut. 'a peculiar cavalry duties. 

The ('onimatider of the Forces trusts this explanation of his sentiments and 
opinion will enable }mi to satisfy Capt. , and accommodate what has oc- 

curred, as that officer has conducted the business of the depdt hitherto to the 

Commander of the Forces' satisfaction ; and Lieut. 's conduct has been in 

like manner approved by Sir S. Cotton. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Villar Formoio, 10th May, 1811. 

I enclose my dispatch, &c., to my brother, to which I have added the 
copy of that of this day to the Sec. af State, from which you will see that 
our concerns here are happily concluded. My only anxiety now is on 
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your side, and I propose immediately to put in motion some troops towards 
the Alentejo, to continue their march as soon as the place shall fall. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Villar Formoeo, 10th May, 1811. 

The enemy retired on the 8th to Uie woods between Espeja, Gallegos, 
and Fuentes, in which position the whole army were collected on that day 
and yesterday, with the exception of that part of the 2d corps which con* 
tinned opposite Almeida. Last night the whole broke up, and retired 
across the Azava, covering their retreat by their numerous cavalry ; and 
this day the whole have retired across the Agueda, leaving Almeida to its 
fate. The 2d corps retired by the bridge of Barba de Puerco, and the 
ford of V al de Espino on the Agueda. 

Our advanced posts are upon the Azava and on the Lower Agueda, and 
the army will be to-morrow in the cantonments on the Dos Casas. 

Tu Cbarles Stuart, Esq. Villar Fomioso, 10th May, 1811. 

1 enclose a dispatch, which 1 hope will be in time to go with the letters. 
It occurs to me that the articles most suited to relieve the distress of the 
Portuguese would he wheat, of which there are several cargoes now at 
Lisbon ; Indian corn ; planks and beams for building ; nails, large pipe 
staves, and iron hoops, or rather casks (sliapen), with their hoops, &c. If 
you are of the same opinion, write for these articles to England. 

The AM. to Mtyor Gen, Pteton^ diviaion, lOtlji May, 1811. 

In conaequeiicc of Enhigii , of the — regt., having sent in his resignation, 

no oilicial notification has been received of the same having been accepted; still, 
as 1 understand it is much desired by the officers of that corps that the ab' * c 
officer should be removed thence, there will be no objection on the part of liis 
Excellency the Commander of the Forces for that (lihcei to proceed to Lisbon, 
reporting himself to the Commandant tlierc, and waiting at the depot at Belem 
for further orders. 

Au Marecbal Massena, Prince d'Essling. Au Quartier Gf'nfiral, ce 11 Mai, 1611. 

Le Capitainc Salles, du 66“” rtfgt., a dte envoyd cn parlemcntairc 
aux avant postes de Tarmde alliee, dans la nuit du 3 de ce mois, par le 
Colonel de son rdgiment, d’une maniere tres irrdgulifere, et k une heure 
tres indue. J’ai cru de mon devoir de le retenir pendant la durde de Tdtat 
des affaires qui existait dans ce moment lA ; mais dtant persuadd qu’il a 
vraiment dtd envoyd en parlementaire, quoique dans des circonstances tr^s 
irrdguli^res, je le renvoie a I’armde Franqaise. 

Au Mai4chal Massena, Prince d'Essling. Au Quartier Gdndral, ce 11 Mai, 1811. 

M. le Gdndral Brenier, gouvemeur d’ Almeida, a fait prisonniers 4 
Boldats Anglais qu’il a renvoyds sur parole ; j’envoie avec M. le Capitaine 
Salles 4 soldats Franqais, en dchonge pour les 4 soldats Anglais renvoyds 
X>aT M. le Gdndral Brenier. 

To Major Oen. Long. Villar Formoso, lUh May, 1811. 

You will have observed by the G. O. of the day, that I have altered the 
arrangements which I had made for the command of the cavalry on the 
left of the Tagus. When I was at Elvas 1 found, upon communication 

b2 
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with Sir W. Bercsford, that it would be impossible to continue to employ 
Brig. Gen. Madden’s brigade as I had proposed, and that this body of 
troops must have been joined to the remainder of the cavalry in Estrema- 
dura. Under tlicse circumstances. Brig. Gen. Madden, the senior General 
officer, must have commanded the whole, notwithstanding the previous 
arrangement for the command which I had made. 

As I was returning from Elvas I received a letter from Sir W. Erskine, 
who had for some time had the command of our cavalry in this quarter, 
connected in their operations with the Ijight division, requesting to be 
employed with the cavalry on the left of the Tagus, wliere, under different 
circumstances, I had appointed you. I intended to appoint you to the 
command of a good brigade of light dragoons with this army, only that I 
yesterday received the notification of tlie appointment, by command of the 
Prince Regent, of Major Gen. V. Alton to command theliussars of the Legion. 
This appointment, and his expected early arrival, must alter that arrange- 
ment ; and 1 have not yet determined in wliat manner it will be most 
advantfigeouB to the service to employ you. I r^^fjuest you, therefore, to 
remain with the troops under Sir W. Beresford till you shall hear further 
from me. 

T<I Vice Adni flie lion. G. Berkeley. Villar Fonnoso, 11th May, 1811. 

I have bad the honor of receiving your letler of tlie 6th inst., regarding 
the prisoners of war proposed to be sent to England. 

1 consider it most desirable that even 1500 should be sent away, as the 
number is increasing daily ; but 1 have had no answer from the Sec. of 
State upon the subject, and the l^ords of tlic Admiralty have ordered you 
not to send home any more on any account whatever. I should think it 
very improper if 1 were to request you to send home any, so long as that 
order exists. 

To Major Oen. Alex. Gamiibell. Villar Formoso, 11th May, 1811, 10} \.if. 

Lieut. Cuyler, of the Royal dragoons, has just arrived here with a verbal 
report that tlie enemy’s garrison had made their escape from Almeida, and 
that the 36th regt. and the 4th foot were on the Agueda near Barba de 
Puerco, that the enemy were drawn up in some force on the other side of 
the Agueda, and that you desired to have orders. 

It is not easy to forward orders upon so indistinct a representation of 
the situation in which you find yourself, and I had hoped that I should 
receive some report from you in writing. However, as the garrison have 
escaped, there appears now no reason why the troops should be extended 
60 far as Barba de Puerco. The 36th regt., therefore, may be drawn into 
their cantonments. The 4th regt., belonging to the 5th division, was, I 
conclude, at Barba de Puerco, in consequence of the orders sent to Major 
Gen. Sir W. Erskine ; and orders will be sent to the 5th division respect- 
ing the disposal of that regiment. 

To Manhal Sir W. C. Beiwford, K.B. . Villar Formoso, 1 1th May, 1811. 

I am concerned to inform you ^t Almeida was blown up last night, 
and I fear that the garrison has, in great part at least, escaped.* I cannot 
* See Appendix. No. I. 
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tell how this occurred ; the troops wlilcli had boon taken from the duty of 
the blockade were sent back to it yesterday afternoon, and in the whole 
were 4 times more numerous than tlie garrison. However, 1 suppose that 
1 shall hear from Gen. Campbell soon. 

I have had 2 conversations with ; and I am concerned to say thai, 

notwithstanding his abilities, he appears to me but little calculated to do 
the business 1 require from him. I want him to assist me in obtaining a 
knowledge of the mode in which the connexion between the troops and 
the several civil departments is regulated ; to know how all that business 
is now going on here ; and to sec how we can make the matter work better 
than it does under the existing regulations. He thinks of nothing but 
new regulations and establishments, which are very necessary perhaps ; 
but it is not his business to propose them, nor mine to carry them into 
execution. 1 hope that we shall understand each other better, and that 1 
may be able to put every thing on a good footing here. 

You will hardly believe that we were obliged to pick up the French 
shot in our camp to make up ammunition for Arenlschildt’s guns, hi** 
reserve having been left behind at (^arago<;a ; and there being no Portu- 
guese means of transport to carry on the ammunition, the Commissary 
Gen. is obliged to undertake the business. The Commissary carried up 
the musket ammunition. Then ! have been obliged to send back 2 guns 
of tlie brigade in the 0th division for want of mules to draw them ’ ! ! I 
have reported the state of tilings to the British government, and they will 
do as they please. In the mean time the Prince Regent of Portugal insists 
upon Dom M. Forjav’s going to his presence, and upon Mr. Stuart being 
recalled from Lisbon. 

P.S. 1 shall be much obliged to you if you ill make Gen. Castanos 
acquainted willi the state of affairs here, and point out to him how im- 
portant it is that no time slioiild be lost in getting on foot the army of 
Galicia. The French will invade and obtain possession of that province 
as sure as we are alive if some decided measure is not adopted im- 
mediately. 


The A.G. to Brtg, Gen, Pearocke^ LtAon, 11th May, 1811. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th iilt., and eiiclosiiies, 

and have to acquaint you that the conduct of quarter master , of tlie 

— regt., appears highly reprehensible to the Commander of the Forces. Mis. 

has no right wiiatever to have quarters by billet; and to have them at all is 

a favor conferred upon her by yourself and the staff oibcers at Lisbon. Under 
these circumstances the Commander of tlie Forces is astonished at quarter master 

’s conduct ill writing the letter he has done to Major — ; and if he does 

not make the Major an ample apology for his conduct, he will not only be brought 
under the cognizance of a General Court Martial, but his Excellency will give 

orders that Mrs. may be deprived of the accommodation of quarters she has 

hitherto enjoyed. 

The A,G, to Col. de BemnoitZf Brumwick Light Infantry, 11th May, 1811. 

I herewith enclose you a communication that has been forwarded, together with 
several enclosures, relative to the conduct of Capt. — , of the Duke of Bruns- 
wick Oeh’ corps, prior to your assuiniiig the command of it. It would be desir- 
able you should fully investigate all tlie circumstances attending it, and report to 
me thereon, accordingly, fur the Commander of the Forces* information. 

It docs not appear to me that a General Court Martial can investigate wliclher 
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Capt. ■■ — had a rip;ht to wrar a foreign order of merit ; and unleM there are more 

S oaitive and important cliargcs aguiiiat him, little advantage would he derived from 
ringing that offirer to a Court Maitial. If the officers of the Duke of Bruns- 
wick’s corps conceive Capt. to have acted so improperly as not to associate 

witli him, they ccitainly aie at liberty so to do; hut without stronger grounds of 
charge than there appears in the enclosed papers, and more positive evidence, 

little benefit would result fioin Capt. being ordered before a General Court 

Martial. 

To Marshal Sir W. C Ileresford, K.B Villar Formoso, 12th May, 1811. 

I have been to Almeida, of which I don’t think the destruction so 
complete as that the place cannot be re-established. All the outworks 
are entire and uninjured, excepting that in front of the gateway, the 
counterscarp unin]ured, the exterior revi^tcment of the rampart uninjured, 
and the rampart itself so little injured, that, on our walking upon it, it is 
not perceived that the interior rev^tement has been blown away; three 
fourths of the exterior rev^tement uninjured, and where it is blown away 
it ajijiears lh.it the foundation is uninjured. I think that they had opened 
the mines on a level with the Urre plein of the ibrt, and have carried 
them along th<‘ exterior revf'tcment, which being the line of least resist- 
ance, was blown away, while the rampart itself stood firm, and the guns 
are generally still in their embrasures, and the interior of the parapets 
standing. 

There is a great deal of ordnance and shot in the place, better carriages, 
and 1 think more ordnance, than when we left it. I think that with some 
labor we might clear the rubbish out of the ditch, then scarp down the 
earth of the ramjiort whore the rev^toment is blown away, and stockade it 
at bottom and at toj), by which we should make the place secure against 
a coup <lc mam ; and hereafter government might repair it. To do any 
thing, however, w'ill require workmen and money, and I shall supply 
ncitlier the one nor the otlier. The 7th division begin their march towards 
you to-morrow, the 3d next day. 

P.S, I tliink tlie esc.ipe of the garrison of Almeida (although we have 
taken and destroyed a good lot of them) is the most disgraceful military 
event that has yet occurred to us. Excepting a few cavalry, which I 
believe crossed this morning, the whole French army have crossed the 
Agueda, and quitted Ciudad Rodrigo. 

To Gliarl<^ Stuart, E«q. Villar Formoso, 12th May, 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 7th. 1 don’t think that the 
conclusion which you have drawn, ‘ that the troops have all been paid to 
the end of April,’ is warranted by Joaquim da Costa’s paper. I have 
never perused a more loose performance on an official fact which ought 
to be stated in one line, and which the Paymaster Gen. of this army would 
state in 2 minutes regarding every individual in the army. The conclu- 
sion which you have drawn does not agree with the state of the fact, even 
with this part of the army. I will let you know, if possible by this post, 
to what day officers and troops have been paid. 

I beg to draw your attention to the fact, that the British government 
give the old subsistence for the officers of 30,000 men in the subsidy, as 
well as the new addition to the whole lirmy. Surely we have a right to 
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expect that tlie officers of the regiments composing the 30,000 men shall 
have their old subsistence regularly, a*> well us the new addition. 

In respect to money, you don’t appear to me to have obberved that, 
now that we feed 0 brigades of Portuguese troops, the claim of the Por- 
tuguese government to suhbidy in money is much reduced, at the same 
time that our means of supplying them with money must be diminished. 
However, 1 ordered that they might have 100,000 dollars last week. 

I have considered it iny duty to write seriously to the government upon 
the whole subject. Tlie responsibility resting upon me is too great for 
any individual, particularly for one so circum^tiinced as I am. As long 
as tlie French are not reinforced, matters will go on well enough; but, ns 
soon as they are, there will be a terrible crash. 

Tlie unfortunate government of Portugal, by tin ir miserable intrigues 
at Brazil, and their weakness here, are losing their country and the cause , 
and if our government don’t produce a radical change,! will liave nothing 
more to say to the concern. 

To Chailea Stuait, Ebcp VilUr Formosu, I2(h May, 1811. 

Since I wrote to you this morning T have received your letter of tlie 
8th inst. 

Tlie Portuguese government atipear to me to wish tc* have their full 
subsidy, and to liave their army proMsioned likewise, which J conceive 
will not answer; and, at all events, 1 will ncilhei give them a shilling 
whicli is required for the British army, nor allow a shilling to he t ns(*d 
for them in the money markets, allott(‘d for us upon British credit, at 
least, if my opinion is consulted upon the subject. 

In regard to increase of subsidy, by paymen’^^ in kind, I understand 
that none is to be given till they sliall change im ii modi* of proceeding 
in respect to commissariat, medical department, arsenal, transport, 6^c. &c. 
All that 1 can say is, that it is useless to consult my ojiinion upon any part 
of their concerns, unless the clianges which I have pointed out are madi- ; 
it only takes up your time and mine unnecessarily, and it is much better 
to let them go to the devil in their own way than to give ourselves any 
further trouble about them. 

To Major Gen. Howorth. Villar Fonnoso, 13th May, 1811. 

I beg to know what repairs are required to Fort S. Julian, besides a 
bridge to the ravelin, to enable Col. Fisher to obey the orders long since 
given to him, to lodge the ordnance and military stores belonging to the 
army in that fort. 

To Manhal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Villar Formoao, 13th May, 1811. 

I enclose you the extract of a letter which I have received from Sir 
D. Dundas, ihrom which you will see that he allows of the recommendation 
of 6 officers for the brevet rank of Lieut. Col. or Major. You will select 
the persons to be recommended, and let me know their names. I beg to 
remind you of Arbuthnot, Elder, Sutton, and Douglas, as persons having 
claims, leaving it to you to name them or others, as you may tliink 
proper. 
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It will be necessary that those promoted on this occasion should clearly 
understand that they are not, on promotion, to be made Portuguese 
Colonels, unless circumstances attaching to the Portuguese service should 
render it expedient on other grounds. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Villar Formoso, 13th May, 1811, 6 p.m. 

I enclose intercepted lette^-s which I have just received. You see that 
you have nothing to apprehend from Lamartinierc. I am glad to find 
that you have such good prospects at Badajoz. I continue the troops on 
their march ; and I am inclined to go over and have a conference with 
Blake and Castafios. 1 have not yet had time to read your letter about 
the Portuguese troops 

To Capl. Gen. Don F. X. Castauos. Villar Formoso, I3th May, 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of tlie 8tli 
inst, and it gives me great satisfaction to find that che plan of operations 
for the allied armies, which 1 had proposed to your Excellency, with a 
view to the siege of Badajijz, meets with your Excellency’s approbation, 
and will be carried into execution by your Excellency and the troops 
under Gen. Blake. 

The alteration wliich your Excellency has made in the propositions 
made by me meets with my concurrence. It was my duty to make a 
propt)sition upon so delicate a subject as that of the command of allied 
troops acting in co-operation, which should be so reasonable in itself as to 
meet with the concurrence of all those to whom it should be made ; but 
it is consistent with the manly good sense, and candor, and knowledge of 
the state of affairs, which characterize your Excellency, to amend that 
pro})osition, by one calculated to give salisfaction to those of the allies 
who have most to lose in the contest for which it is our object to provide. 
It is impossible but that what you have proposed sliould be approve by 
all parties ; and I assure you, that the disinterested forbearance of your 
conduct is highly appreciated by me. 

To Brig. Gen. Colman. VilUr Formoso, 13tli May, 1811. 

There is nothing like striking while the iron is hot ; and I write by 
this post to recommend that you and Madden may be allowed to return to 
the army, with the rank which you would have held respectively if you 
had not quitted it. 

To Cliarles Shiart, Esq. Villar Formoso, 13rti May, 1811. 

Having directed the field ordnance and stores belonging to the British 
anny to be placed in store at Fort S. Julian, it has been reported to me 
that the bridge communicating from the body of the place to the ravelin, 
in which the greater proportion of the stores are to be lodged, is in so 
ruinous a state as to render it dangerous to make use of it. 

I beg to know, by return of post, whether the {Portuguese government 
will or will not repair the bridge ;i and what orders they will give upon 
that subject, and to whom ; and whether or not the officer, to whom the 



PORTUGAL 


0 


orders will be given, will be held at ail responsible for the due and early 
execution of them. 

To Charles Stiiarl, Esq. Villar Furmoso. 13tli May, 1811. 

I have the honor to inform you that the enemy blew up a part of the 
works of Almeida on the night of the 10th inst., when their army had 
retired and crossed the Agueda. I enclose a report of a British engineer, 
stating the extent of the damage done to the works of the place, which, 
in ray opinion, can be repaired nt no very great exjiense The first measure 
to be adopted would be to render the place tenable as a military post 
against a voup de maui* This would be very dq^irublc, and the expense 
would be the work of 300 men for loss than a month, according to the 
report of Lieut. Trench. The government would then have lime to re- 
ceive the orders of H. R. H. the Prince Regent, whc*thcr he will incur the 
larger expense of repairing the place entirely, hich work 1 conceive can 
hardly be completed as long as the war shall last upon the frontier. 

I beg to have forthwith tlie decision of the government, whether they 
will or not put this place in repair in the manner first pointed out. If 
they should determine to do so, it will be necessary that they should col- 
lect 300 or 400 men, with tools to perform the work, and officers to super- 
intend them ; and that they should have on the spot means of feeding 
them. I expect to have an answ'cr upon this subject in two posts after 
you shall receive this letter ; and that measures should be in progress to 
commence the work in one fortnight from thia time, or I shall blov' np 
the fort entirely, and withdraw from it all the allied troops 

The A.G. to Capt, 13th May, l&ll. 

I have notfdiUd to state tu the Commander of the 1 oices the ciicumatancc 
contained in your ])rivate letter, of your having embargoed ccitain {inimals, mules, 
&c., to carry off wounded Portuguese to the rear; and 1 am directed by bin 
Excellency strongly to animadvert on the improjiricty and irregularity of* buch 
proceeding ; as all applications for conveyance should be solely made to tln^ 
Commissariat department, and no Commandant at any hospital stiition can assume 
authority out of the regular arrangements and orders of the service. 1 have, 
therefore, to desire that you will take effectual means not only to release nil 
these animals, but likew ise to have them returned to their several owners. 

7%e A.G. to Capt. Kipping , Cotmlmi. 1,3th May, 1811. 

In reply to your letter of the 6th iiisl., and enclosures from Capt. , of the 

— regt., I am instructed to observe that as you are placed in the situation of 
Commandant at the Coimbra depot, no officer can in any way interfere with the 
orders that have been laid down for your guidance, cither in the march of con- 
valescents or any other arrangements that may occur. Rut it appears in the 

instance of Capt. 's request respecting the men of the — regt, that he 

submits the arrangement lor your approbation. I have only to add that any 
orders you may think necessary to give, os commanding at that station, are tu 
be obeyed by all officers passing on route with detachments or otherwise through 
Coimbra. 

To Major Gen. Howorth. Villar Formoso, 14th May, 1811. 

1 beg that you will write to Col. Fisher by this night’s post, to request 
that the ships having on board tlie battering train may be sent off to 
Oporto without loss of time. I enclose a list of engineers’ stores^ which 
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I request Col. Fisher will arrange to have put on board the ships with the 
battering train. 

I write to Adm. Berkeley by this opportunity on the subject. There 
will be no occasion for sending any of the heavy ordnance which is 
landed. 

To Major Gen. Howorth. Villor Formoso, 14di May, 1811. 

As 1 understand from you that there are 20,000 stands of arms at Lisbon, 
I request you to give directions to Col. Fisher that 20,000 stands may be 
given to the Spanish Amhasbodor at Lisbon, for the use of the troops 
under Gen. Castanos. 

1 also request you to direct Col. Fi&her to send to Elvas 2000 barrels of 
gunpowder. He will he so kind as to arrange with the Commissary Gen. 
respecting the best mode of having this powder transported, whether by 
sea to Setuval, and tlience by the river to Alcacer do Sal, and thence by 
land to Elvas, or to be landed at Aldea Galega, and thence by land to 
Elvas. Col. Fisher will apprise Marshal Sir W. Beresford of the road by 
which this powder will be sent off. 

To Major Gen. Howortb. Villar Formoso, 14t}i May, 1811. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's 
(lute. I cannot but observe that, when you write to me to request that 
orders may be given to have a place put into such a state of repair as to 
make it capable of receiving stores, you should recollect that it is not in 
my power to give those orders, without knowing exactly what repairs are 
necessary ; and you should take care, when you have no accurate know- 
ledge upon the subject on wliich you write, to word your letter accord- 
ingly. Had you referred to the paper transmitted by Col. Fisher, you 
would have seen that the Colonel does not report any repairs to be 
absolutely necessary, excepting the bridge from the body of the place to 
the ravelin. 

To Brig. Gen. Peacocke. Villor Formoso, 14th May, 1811. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received this morning from 
Adm. Berkeley, to which I beg you will attend. It is desirable that the 
guns in S. Julian, Cascaes, Fort Bugio, and other batteries bearing upon 
the entry of the harbour at Lisbon, should be pointed towards tlie sea; 
and that you should be prepared to occupy those points with the troops at 
Lisbon, in case of the appearance of the enemy’s fleet in that quarter, 
which I don’t conceive very probable. I beg, at the same time, that 
you will understand that you are not to detain at Lisbon any men be- 
longing to the regiments with the army who may be deemed sufficiently 
recovered to do their duty. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Villar Formoso, 14th May, 1811. 

I request you to give directions that the ships, having on board the 
battering train belonging to the army, may proceed to Oporto under 
suitable convoy, as soon as certain engineers’ stores, which Col. Fisher 
will have been ordered to have piit^ board these ships, shall have been 
embarked. * 
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Tu Gen. Ricellar. Villar Formoeo, 14th May, 1811. 

I request you to let me know, as soon as it is in your power, in what 
state, in respect to numbers, arms, and other equipments, the several 
regiments of militia are in the provinces of Tras os Montes, and Miiiho, 
and in the Partido d’Oporto; what orders you have given to have the 
regiments completed; and what progress has been made in completing 
them. I beg that you will let the oncers commanding in those provinces 
respectively know that I hold them responsible for having the regiments 
complete, and that, if any of the civil magistrates omit to exert themselves 
to perform their duty in completing them, they are to be sent, with their 
crimes in writing, and the proofs, without loss of time, to appear fur trial 
before the Special commission sitting at Marshal Beresford’s head quar- 
ters ; and these magistrates, and others, may depend upon it that I will do 
every thing in my power to have those punished who shall be found by 
the Special commission guilty of any neglect of duty, in so important a 
concern as providing for the defence of the country. 

I was much concerned to learn, by intelligence from Col. Trant, that 
some of the soldiers of the militia had deserted on a march which he 
recently made towards the frontier. I beg that Col. Trant may be called 
u))on to supply a return of the names of those men who had deserted, and 
that proceedings may be commence ! against them and their properties . 
and that application may be made to Marshal Sir W. Beresford to order 
a General Court Martial to try some of those recently guilty of this 
offence. 

As the enemy have retired from this part of the frontier, and have ap- 
parently gone off towards the Douro, it may be expected that their future 
plan of operations may be directed on the Portugue-»’ nrovinces north of 
that river. 1 have no intelligence that that is thcir intention, but it is 
possible ; and it is necessary to be pre))ared with a plan to meet this pos- 
sible contingency. I beg leave to refer you to tlie instructions which 
were sent last year by Marshal Beresford to the officers commanding 
divisions in the northern provinces, for the line of operations to be 
adopted by each, in case of the invasion of tlie enemy by the several lines 
of attack upon the country. As soon as Gen. Silveira shall find that the 
enemy are collecting in force upon the frontier, it will be necessary that 
he also should collect his troops. It is not impossible but that the enemy 
may detach some of his moveable columns within the frontier, principally 
with a view to plunder, and Gen. Silveira will be able to meet and defeat 
them, without incurring the risk of defeat. But if the enemy should 
threaten a serious invasion of the province of Tras os Montes, it will be 
necessary that Gen. Silveira should act precisely on the plan and according 
to the instructions above referred to, given to him last year by Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford. 

I beg that the officers commanding in the several divisions will, in the 
mean time, employ themselves assiduously in completing, in equipping, 
and in disciplining their several corps, so that if the enemy should invade 
Tras os Montes, they may meet with that steady opposition which can 
alone be successful. 
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To Marslial Sir W. C. Bfresford, K.R. Villar Formoso, 14tli May, 1811. 

The 3il division marrhcd this morning. The 2d hussars will likewise 
proceed in the same direction from Celorico, probably to-morrow, so that 
if the siege should be prolonged (and I think it must be longer than you 
expect), and if the enemy should attempt to raise it, we shall be in strength 
in that quarter. 

I don’t think it possible for me to undertake more to the south, under 
existing circumstances, than +he siege of Badajoz. I cannot, by any effort 
1 can make, raise' the British and Portuguese army beyond 30,000 men, 
to which tlic Spanish force may add from 8000 to 10,000 men more. 
Exclusive of Sebastiani’s force, I conceive that Soult cannot have less in 
Andalusia than from 30,000 to 35,000 ; intrenched at Seville, and after- 
wards at Cadiz, we cannot dislodge them by a direct movement upon 
them. Then as to movements to cut off tlicir communication with Madrid 
and the north, from all that I know of the French, and of their situation 
in Andalusia, I judge that they are completely established in the southern 
provinces of Spain, independently of any communication north of the 
Sierra Morena, and that unless they can be deprived permajijenthf of 
Seville, or of their lines of contravallation before Cad*/, nothing can shake 
them in that part of the IVninsula. It Ls out of our power to effect the 
former unless we can etfect the latter; and my opinion is, that we cannot 
effect the latter with any force that 1 can venture to detach to the south. 
The intention which 1 have, therefore, is to assemble the army, or the 
greatest part of it, here, to make the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, if possible, 
and afterwards either to move to the southward, or otherwise, as 1 may 
find most advantagi'ous. 

I communicate to you the course of my reflections on this subject at 
present, as you wrote to me about it in a letter of the 10th. I have no 
objections to your communicating what I say to Gen. Castanos in con- 
iidence. At the same time, my mind is not entirely made up ; and as 
soon as I shall have received all the reports upon Almeida, I fliall take 
another ride to your (juarter, to see how matters really arc to the south, 
and what are the opinions of Gens. Castanos and Blake, and yourself, and 
what arc the objects, and to settle what shall be their operations, while we 
shall be engaged in the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

I wonder that you allow to manage your concerns on the right 

of the Guadiana. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Villar Formoso, 14th May, 1811. 

I enclose the statement of the period to which the several regiments of 
this army have received their pay and gratification, officers and men, from 
which 3 'ou will perceive that Joaquim da Costa’s statement is false. 1 have 
not yet got the returns of other regiments ; but they are equally in arrear 
with those of which 1 have the returns. 


To tlie Rt. Hon. the Commander in Chief. Villar Formoso, 14th May, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 23d 
April ; and I assure you that I am highly flattered by the gracious mark 
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of approbation which II. R. II. the Prince Regent has been pleiuted lo 
convey of the conduct of the troops under my command. I am conviiicrJ 
that His Royal Highness’ favor will be gratefully received by the officers 
of the army, and that the desire to deserve the continuance of His Uov«l 
Highness’ protection will be an additional incentive to all to continue 
those exertions which have already received His Royal Highness’ most 
gracious notice and approbation. 

1 have now the honor to submit for your consideration the names of 0 
Majors of the army, to be promoted by brevet to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. Among these there aif two Majors, Coghltin of the Gist, and 
Way of the 2yth, for services previous to the late uj)crations; for whicli 
services I had hefi>re recommended them to your Excellency, and parti- 
cularly that Major Way should be promoted to the Lieut. Colomdcy (»f 
the 29th regt. 1 am not certain whether His Royal Highness bad in his 
view, and intended to convey his a])probution of, the conduct of the army 
in their recent, or in all their operations If the recent only, and Majoi 
Coghlan and Major Way cannot be included, I have added the names of 
Major W^)odgate of theGOth, and Major Macintosh of the S5th. 1 likewise 
enclose the names of 12 Captains to receive the brevet rank of Major. 

I beg leave to draw your notice to the conduct of Lieut. Col. ileckwitb, 
and of Lieut. Col. the Hon. II. Cadogan ; and to recommend to your Ex- 
cellency’s favor, when there may be an opportunity of promoting them, 
Lieut. Bell of the 52d regt,;"* Lieuts. VVeyland and Tomkinson of the 
1 Gth light dragoons ; Lieuts. Townshend and Badcock of the 14th light 
dragoons ; Lieuts. Kraudicnhtrg, Cordemann, and W^ish of the 1st hussaih ; 
and Jjieut. Eckersley of the Royal diagoons. 

1 have referred to Marshal Sir W. Beresford that ])art of your Excel 
lcnc 3 's letter which notifies His Royal TJighness’ j < ions intentions re- 
garding the British officers serving with the Portuguese army , and I shall 
have the honor of addressing you regarding them os soon as 1 shall have 
received liis answer. 

A^G. to Dr. Fratick, Jnopector of hoapttah. 1 Itli May, 1811. 

1 have not failed to submit your plan for the arrangement of the sick of the arni^ 
in the north to the Commander of the Forces, and 1 am directed to acquaint 30 U 
that liis Excellency approves generally of the disposition you propose to make. 

With respect to the Ist clause of your proposal ; it must be understood the 
regimental iiuspitals are to be formed only foi slight cases not requiimg carriage. 
In answer to the 2d; it will be hardly possible not to have an hospital ot 
Coimbra, in case of necessity. The 3d proposition is approved of, but no man 
must be kept in regimental hospital who would require carriage to rehiove him. 
The 4 tli and 5th are likewise consented to ; and you will be pleased to take such 
measures as you shall deem fit for carrying the above arrangement into efiect, 
reporting to me from time to time the result, for his Excellency the Commander 
of the Forces’ information. » 

The A.G, to LueA. Cot. Cuyler, 11/A regt. 14th May, 1811. 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, and enclosure herewith rcturnttl, I 
have to acquaint you the Commander of the Forces has no right to interfere vuth 
the arrangement of the officers of the 2 d batt. 11 th, especially as the 2 d halt, is 
not in this country. Your application, therefore, had better be addressed to the 
Adj. Gen. of the Forces in England. 

* Major Gen. Bell, C.B., late Secretary of Government at the Cape of Good Hope. His 
great talent in sketching country had recommended him to Lord W ellingtou’s notice^ 
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To Major Gen. Alex Campbell. Vniar Formoso, 15tii May, 1811. 

Adverting to your report of the transactions of tlie morning of the 11th 
inst., in the pursuit of the garrison of Almeida,* I have to state that nothing 

has given me more concern than the conduct of Lieut. Col. , of the 

— regt. 

When the enemy had passed the bridge of Barba de Puerco, the farther 
pursuit of their troops was useless ; and every step taken beyond the point 
to which the Lieut. Colonel was ordered to proceed was one of risk to the 
officers and soldiers under his command, from which the retreat was next 
to impossible. The Lieut. Colonel did not know possibly that the whole 
of the second carps d'armtie were at San Felices, but a short distance on 
the other side of Barba de Puerco, and upon hearing the firing, formed 
upon the Agueda to protect the retreat of those troops ; he knew, however, 
that the garrison of Almeida, although, perhaps, in disorder, were a body 
far superior in numbers to those he had under his command, and he did 


* Major Gen. Alex. Campbell to Geu. Vise. Wellington. Mnlpartida, 12th May, 1811. 

Having received your Lordship's commands, on the evening of the lOtli inst., 
to resume the blockade of Almeida, I immediately proceeded with the division 
under in}' command to occupy the village where it had been formerly stationed 
for that service, at the same time moving (ren. Pack's head quartera to Cinco 
Villas, and informing the brig. Gen. that 1 should relieve his piquets before the 
place at daybreak next morning. A little after 12 that night, however, the 
explosion took place, and 1 iiistuntl y got the 3(>th regt., the only corps in Malpar- 
tida, under arms, and proceeded with it to the support of the piquets, guided by 
some scattered firing, intending to throw myself in front of the enemy till tlie 
piquets should close up, and the battalion of support and remainder of the troops 
should come up. 1 however soon a.sccriained from the enemy’s stragglers tiiat 
his column had passed, and followed on its track where it could be discerned, 
most essentially aided by a small party of Brig. Gen. Pack's piquets under the 
Field officer. Major Uursbach, 1st Portuguese regt., conducted by the Major Gen. 
himself, who, with the activity and intelligence that mark his character, hung 
upon the enemy's column and continued to harass and press him during the 
whole night through n most difficult country. In the mean time my staff' were 
sent off in all directions to discover the course of the enemy. In this manner 1 
continued the pursuit with 8 eoiiqianies of the 36th regt., the grenadiers having been 
detached to the right and the light infantry having missed the regiment in the night, 
until near daybreak, when Capt. Ahinuty, A. A. G., ascertained from a peasant 
the direct com sc of the enemy towards Villar de Ciervo, at which place a 
squadron of the Royal dragoons had turned out under Capt. Purvis, to interrupt 
tlieir progress, which service he performed in a most oificerlike manner. 

Within half a mile of Barba del Puerco, I was most opportunely joined by Lieut. 
Col. Bevan, with 9 companies of the 4th regt., and soon after by Lieut. Col. 
Viscoiide de Barbacena with a squadron of dragoons, from whom, as well as from 
Lieut. Col. Be van, I received the greatest assistance and support. Perceiving 
that the enemy's object was to gain the bridge, 1 immcdiatdy pushed forwvd 
to cut him off ; hut the head of his column had unfortunately reached it before it 
was possible to intercept him. 1 hud, however, the satisfaction to open a most 
destructive fire of musketry on him while passing it, as well as in the ravine on 
this side and the ascent of fiie opposite hill; and I have reason to believe that his 
loss does not fall short of 300 killed, precipitated from the rocks, and drowned, 
with an immense number of wounded, and above 200 prisoners ; among the taken 
Bie Colonel Commandant of Almeida and 12 other officers. Exclusive of these, 
many officers and soldiers who had missed the column during the night have fallen 
a sacrifice to the peasantry, so that 1 do not imagine that more than one third of 
the garrison, if so many, have cscaped^in safety. I should have had the satisfac- 
tion of reporting this heavy loss of the eftemy with hardly a casualty on our side, 
although ne brought down some columns, and latterly a gun from San Felices, to 
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not know what troops were in San Felices to eujiport them. This advance, 
however, and his passage of tlie bridge, was an imprudence to which all 
the losses of the day must be attributed. 

The frequent instances wliich have occurred lately of severe loss, and, 
in some instances, of important failure, by officers leading the troops 
beyond the point to which they are ordered and beyond all bounds, such 
as the loss of the prisoners taken in front of the village of Fucntes, on the 
3d and 5tli inst. ; the loss incurred by tlie 13th liglit dragoons, near and 
at Badajoz, on the 25th March ; the severe loss inc’urred by the troo})s in 
the siege of Badajoz on the right of the Gtiadiana on the 10th inst. ; and 

the loss incurred by Lieut Col. on the 1 1th inst., have induced me 

to determine to bring before a General Court Martial, for disobedience of 
orders, any officer who sljall, in future, be guilty of this conduct. 

I entertain no doubt of the readiness of the officers and soldiers of the 
army U) advance upon the enemy; but it is my duty, and that of every 
General and other officer in command, to rcguhilc this hj)irit, and not to 


cover the passage of the river, had not the ill timed gallantry of , un- 

teinpercd by prudence, and totally uiiciutliorised by me, induced him to give up 
the advantageous post on wliich he was placid, and by crossing tlic river with a 
part of the !S(Hh and 1th legts., to place himself in such a position, without any 
uttainableobjecr to wuriaiit it, as rende ' d his T#*turn almost impracticable, from the 
lieaxy tire of the* enemy from the heights above, and, in consequence an officer 
and 10 men of tlie ,36th, and 5 of the 4th regt., were made priboiiers. 33ie 
troops behaved with their accuslonied gallantry. 

'file other corps employed iii the blockade wore not so fortunate us to fall in 
with the enemy’s track, though I have no doubt every exertion was made by the 
officers commanding brigades to come up, as T trust will appear by the letters 
which I have the honor to enclose. 1 was much aided by the activity of my stab 
in om endeavors to discover the direction whicii the encinx lad taken. 


Killed . 
Wounded 
Missing 


Oflioers. ber)(«Dts. R. iind F. 

— — 4 

] — 14 

1 1 15 


Brig. Gku. Pack to Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Cinco Villas, IStli May, 1811, 

1 can by no means satisfactoiily account for the piquets not liaving clobed, as 
the Commander of the Forces expected, on the enemy’s column, on the moiniiig 
of the Util, and endeavoring to pursue and as much as possible to rctaid his 
progress, as, in justice to myself, I must remark tliat the^ were particularly in- 
structed to do so. The piquets were placed iii 3 divisions, denominated those of 
right, centre, and left, No. 1, 2, and 3 of each, each division under a Field 
officer in the fullest manner empowered to act for hiniBelf without waiting for my 
orders. 

'fhe general discharge of artillery from the fort a few nights back, resembling 
an explosion, and the skirmibhes of late between the piquets, appear in no small 
degree to have thrown all off their guard. Lieut. Col. do Rego, of the 4th ca 9 d- 
dores, commanded the right division, and thinking tlie affair a similar oecurrcnce, 
did not move. The commanding officer of the Queen’s, with a Field officer from 
his own regiment to the piquets in front, had always the command of the left 
division ; he remained also on his ground sending out patrolcs to ascertain the 
fact, and, simposing the 36th regt. was placed in addition to my own brigade ihe 
evening before at Malpartida, did not think we were likely to want 8U])port in 
that direction, and was too jealous of his left. Behind the centre division was 
always a reserve of 200 men. Major Dursbach, of the Ist Portuguese regt., com- 
manded them on that night, and not far from his left the enemy’s column passed. 
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expose the soldiers to contend with unequal numbers in situations disad- 
vantageous to them ; and, above all, not to allow them to follow Aip trifling 
advantages to situations in which they cannot be supported, from which 
their retreat is not secure, and in which they incur the risk of being pri- 
soners to the enemy they had before beaten. The desire to be forward 
in engaging the enemy is not uncommon in the British army ; but that 
quality which I wish to see the officers possess, who are at the head of the 
troops, is a cool, discriminating judgment in action, which will enable 
them to decide with promptitude how far they can and ought to go with 
pro})riety ; and to convey their orders, and act with such vigor and decision, 
tliat the soldiers will look up to them with confidence in the moment of 
action, and obey them with alacrity. The officers of the army may depend 


lie made first n diversion to llie right, which threw the ])i(|ii(‘t, No. 4 of the 
centre, back in disorder on the reserve. Tlie killed and wounded on the ground 
where No. 2 was placed shows that pitpiet did its duty. 

1 arrived myself just las tiie enemy had broke tiirougb our line, but at first 
seeing only the rear, I allowed but 80 of the reserve to advance. Riding a little 
forward, I came upon his column, and then began anxiously to look for support. 
A Serjeant W'as immediately sent back to Major Dursbach to bring up all the 
reserve. 1 dispatched the only orderly 1 had for the same purpose, and to go on 
to (jen. (JaTiipbell. A mule taken from the enemy was also mounted by an 
orderly and sent back. So ]irecious, indeed, did the moments appear, I was 
m\s<*lf going to the Queen’s; but reflecting that the fire which I vould and did 
constantly k(*ej) up all the wav, together with stragglers and prisoners, would 
sufliciently mark our track and bring support, and that 1 might probably lose myself 
ami fail in both ohjeets, I therefore diMermined to remain in sight of the enem}^ 
11 is march was rajiid and compact, and made in perfect silence. He was 
admirably guided through a very iutricjite country by paths but little frequented. 
No insult to his column could induce him to act on the oifensive or fire a single 
shot before daylight. Nothing, indeed, but extreme good fortune and ardent 
]ierseveraiKM’ could have enabled my party, reduced to the Major, a serjeant, and 
10 men, to keep our place. Capt. Reresford, D.A.C^.M.G., joined on the way, and 
rendered most essential service, particularly in getting some dragoons of the 
Royals out of Villar de Ciervo, and wuth a great deal of intelligc’nce forcing on n 
Bkirniish that caused delay and nearly proved fatal to the enemy. 'I'hough 
certainly from this statement there will appear a want of prompt decision and 
presence of mind which I regret, yet I have the pleasure to know that there were 
many w'ho zealously exerted themselves, following close, though unsuccessfully, in 
pursuit of the enemy. One under the direction of my aide dc camp did so 
])articularly. 

For the information desired by the Commander of the Forces, ns to how my 
brigade was employed from the time of the alarm, I beg to refer his Excellency 
to the letter from Col. Campbell, who commanded in my absence, which is 
herewith transmitted. 1 take the liberty also of annexing an order, issued to the 
brigade on its first arrival in these cantonments, which I hope his Excellency will 
have the goodness to peruse.* 

* B.O. by Major Gen. Pack. Cinco Villas, 17tli April. 1811. 

Ill reference to the orflers of yesterday, commanding officers will hold their regiments in 
readiness to march at a mommts notice, by day or night. They will be under arms every 
morning half an hour liefore daylight, and remain so for half an hour after. As usual, the 
soldiers are to cook their rations of meat in advance, and will have, if possible, 2 days’ 
bread. Tiie garrison of Almeida is supposed to be about 1400 men, and the probability 
is that affer blowing uj> the place they will make an attempt to escajje, which ought to be 
guarded against by every possible means, anil must be frustrated by the attention, zeal, and 
cure of the Field officers wIk) may be on <Juty witli the piquets, wbicb may be always cer- 
tain of assistance from the brigade and other^ troops in Tcadiiiess to supjHirt them. 
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upon it that the enemy to whom they are opposed are not less prudent than 
they are powerful. Notwithstanding what has been printed in gazettes and 
newspapers, we have never seen small bodies, unsupported, successfully 
opposed to large ; nor has the experience of any officer realised the stories, 
which all have read, of whole armies being ^iven by a liandful of light 
infantry or dragoons. 

I trust that this letter, copies of which I propose to circulate to the 
General officers commanding divisions, witli directions to circulate it 
among the officers of the army, will have the effect of inducing tliem 
to reflect seriously upon the duties which they have to perform before 
the enemy, and to avoid the error which is the subject of it, which is 
really become one of serious detriment to the army and to the public 
interests. 

To Brig. Gen R. Craufurd Villar Fortnoio, iftth May, 1811. 

I am oliliged to you for your recollection of Elder I hud not, however, 
forgotten liim. Besides llie 6 Field officers whom I am allowed to recom- 
mend to be Lieut Colonels, 1 have been allowed to recommend certain 
officers serving with the Portuguese army for promotion. Of course I 
have not made the arrangements for promotion without consulting Sir W 
Beresford’s wishes ; but I have reconnnciided Elder to Sir W. Beresford 
as one of those whom 1 think he ought to recommend to me ; and I have 
no doubt that he will name Elder as one. 

I shall speak to the Commissary Gen. about Mr. Purcell, of whose 
merits 1 have a very high opinion. 


To Major Goii. Cameron, 79tli regt. Villar Foraioso, 15Ui May, 1811. 

When 1 wrote to you last week I felt that I conv v ♦ ' to you information 
which would give you great pain ; but 1 hoped that I had made you ac- 
quainted with the full extent of the misfortune which had befallen you. 
Unfortunately, however, those upon whose judgment I relied were deceived . 
your son’s wound was worse than it was then supposed to be . it was mortal, 
and he died on the day before yesterday, at 2 in the morning. 

I am convinced that you will credit the assurance wliich I give you, 
that T condole with you most sincerely upon this misfortune, of the extent 
of which no man is more capable than myself of forming an estimate, 
from the knowledge which I liad, and the jubt estimate whi( h I had formed, 
in my own opinion, of the merits of your son. You will always regret 
and lament his loss, I am convinced ; but 1 hope that you will derive some 
consolation from the reflection that he fell in the performance of his duty, 
at the head of your brave regiment, loved and respected by all that knew 
him, in an action in which, if possible, the British troops surpassed every 
thing they had ever done before, and of which tlie result was most honor- 
able to His Majesty’s arms. 

At all events. Providence having deprived you of your son, I cannot 
conceive a string of circumstances more honorable and glorious than those 
under which he lost his life, in the cause of his country. Believe me, 
however, that, although 1 am fully alive to all these honorable circumstances 
attending his death, I most sincerely condole with you upon your loss. 

VOL. V. c 
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To fh<* Earl of LiveT]Kiol. Villar Formoso, 1.5tli May, 1811. 

I bog leave again to draw your Lordship’s attention to tlie orders of the 
Admiralty, that neither prisoners nor deserters from the enemy shall be 
sent to England. 

Under your Lordship’s former orders many deserters have been enlisted 
inlf) regiments some of them not serving in this country; and these are 
all waiting at Lisbon for leave to be removed to England ; and of course 
a considerable expense is incurred in provisioning them. Those enlisted 
witli regiments serving in this country ought likewise to be sent to depots 
clsewlH’re, as they are generally addicted to desertion ; and the desertion 
of tlie foreign troops from this army is not only very disgraceful, but 
very itieonvenient, on account of the information wliich they convey to the 
enemy, which is fre(|uently the only information which they can acquire. 

In a recent instance 20 men, who bad been enlisted from the prisons at 
Cadiz, and had belonged to Dupont’s army, deserted from the Cliasseurs 
Eritanniques in one night; and it freciuently happens that 12 desert in a 
night from that regiment, and from the Erunswick Oels corps. 

To th( E-irl of Liverpool. Villui Foithoso, 15tli May, 1811. 

No ])ar1 of the enemy’s army remained on tin* left of the Agueda on 
the evening of the lOth inst., cAcepting one brigade of cavalry, close to 
the bridge’ ol Ciudad Rodrigo, llic 2d corps liad crossed at Barba de 
IhuM'co and tbe ford of V«il dc Espino, and were cantoned in that neigh- 
houibood ; and our advanced posts were upon the Azava and the Lower 
Agueda. 

I’he fitli division resumed tbe duty of tbe blockade of Almeida on that 
evening ; and Majoj Gen. Sir W. Erskine was ordered to send a battalion 
to Ibiiba de I’uerco to gUcird the bridge there, which had been previously 
tirderecl, and h.id been posted, to observe tlie passages of the Dos Casas 
between Ahh*a del Obispo and Barba de Puereo. The enemy blew up 
some mines which they had constructed at the works of Almiida at a 
little before 1 of the morning of the lltb, and immediately attacked tbe 
piiiucts by which the place was observed, and forced their way through 
them. Tliey fired but little; and they appear to have marched between 
the bodies of troops jiosted to support the piquets; and in particular could 
not have passed far from the right of the Queen’s regt. 

Upon the first alarm Jlrig. (iien. Pack, who was at Malpartida, joined 
the pi(|uets, and continued to follow and to fire upon the enemy, as a 
guide for the march of the other troops employed in the blockade ; and 
Major Gen. Camjdiell marched from Malpartida with a part of the Ist 
batt. 'Kith regt. But the enemy continued their march in a solid com- 
jiact body, witlmat firing ; and were well guided between the positions 
occupied by our troops. The 4th regt., which was ordered to occupy 
Ilarba de Puereo, unfortunately missed the road, and did not arrive there 
till the enemy had reached the place, and commenced to descend to the 
bridge, and at the same moment with the 36th regt. with Major Gen. 
Campbell, and the light battalions of tbe 5lb division, which Major Gen. 
Sir W. Erskine Imd detached fro^n Aldea del Obispo to Barba de Puereo, 
as soon as be had beard that tlie enemy had come out from Almeida. 

The enemy suffered very considerable loss both in prisoners and in 
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killed and wounded, as well in tiie march from Almeida as in the passage 
of the Agueda. It a])pears that tliat part of the 2d corps which were in 
San Felices formed upon the river, to protect their passage, as soon us 

they heard the firing ; and Lieut. Col. of the — regt., who had crossed 

with a detachment of the — and — rcgts., was obliged to ’-t'tire with 
some loss. 

I enclose the reports (p. 14) of Major Gen. Campbell, Brig Gen. Pack, 
and other ofhccrs einjiloyed, upon the transactions of this night; to >\luch 
I add the reports of Gen Regnior and of Gen Bremer to the Prinee of 
Ebsling, which linvc been intercepted and brouglit to me.* Fnun the 
former your Ijoidship will observe that the arrival of the garrison at Barba 
de Puerco was entirely unexpected ; and that it was, as repoited in iny 
letter of the 10th inst., left to its fate by the enemy 

The enemy are indebted for the small })art of the garrison which they 
have saved principally to the unfortunate mistake of I he roail to Barba 
de Puerco by the 4tli regt During the wholi* period of tlii‘ blockade, 
but particularly during the period that the enemy’s ariiij were between 
tlie Dos Casas and the Azava, tin* garrison were in tl»e habit of firing 
cannon during ths night, and the piijuets near tJie place were fiequcntly 
attacked. On the mglit of the Ith there luid been a very heavy fire of 
cannon from the place, and the p |aets vvere attacked ; and another on 
the night of the 8th; and the Qufen’s regt. in particular, and the other 
troops employed in the blockade, were induced to believe that the explo- 
sion which they heard on the inorMlng of the 1 1th was of the same 
scription with those which they had heard on the preceding nights; and 
the (iueei)’** regt. did nut move at all, nor the other troops, till the cause 
of the explosion had been ascertained. 

Since the 11th inst. the enemy have continued tlieu retreat towards the 
’loinies, and it has been reported to me that they have crossed that lutT, 
and are on their march towards the Douro. But I have not received this 
report from any authority on which I can rely. 

I have detached from this army, into the Alentejo, the 3d and 7th 
divisions of infantry ; and I liavo ordered the 2d hussars, which Imvt* 
arrived at Celorico, to march in that direction likewise. My reason for 
making this detachment is to he able to support Sir W. Beresford in 
strength, if the enemy should attempt to interrupt the siege of Badujoz ; 
and as all is now quiet on this frontier, I propose to return to the Alen- 
tejo in the course of a few days. Sir W. Beresford invested Badajoz on 
both sides of the Guadiana on the 8th, and broke ground on both sides 
on that night. The enemy made a sortie, and endeavored to prevent our 
troops from occupying the ground from which they were to direct their 
attack against the outwork of San Cristoval, but the enemy were driven 
in. They had made another sortie on the morning of the lOth, in large 
force, and were driven in again by our troops; but I am concerned to 
add that our loss upon this occasion was very severe, owing to the gallant 
but imprudent advance of the troops quite to the glacis of San Crist* 
oval, and to a situation in which they were exposed to the fire of 
musketry and grape from that outwork, as well as from the body of the 
* Sec Appendix, No. II. and No. III. 

c2 
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])lace. 1 have not received the official reports of Sir W. Beresford of 
these transactions, nor of his opening his fire, which, 1 have reason to 
believe, commenced on the Pardaleras, Picurina, and San Cristoval, on 
the morning of the 1 1 th. 

Your Lordship will observe from Major Gen. Campbell’s report of the 
transactions at Barba de Puerco, that the same imprudence to which I 
liave above referred was the cause of the loss sustained upon that occa- 
sion ; and all the loss of prisoners in the action at Fuentes de Oiioro on 
the 3d and 5th inst. was to be attributed to the impetuosity of the officers 
and troops, which could not be kept within bounds. 

The corps of Spanish troops under Gen. Blake, which had been landed 
in the Guadiana, had drawn near the frontiers of Estremadura, in order 
to co-operat(‘ with Sir W. Beresford in tlie attack of Badajoz; and I 
understand that Marshal Soult is employed in fortifying Seville, where 
he has collected a large body of troops. 

P.S. I enclose a return of the killed and wounded of the troops engaged 
at Barba de Puerco. 


Rotiim of llu^ killed, wounded, <ind missiti^at Barba de Puerco on (lie 1 Ifli May, 1811. 



Officers 

Non - commit 
•loned officers 
& drummers 

K and F. 

I 

X 

Total loss ot oftirers, 
non - (omniissioiieti 
officfib,and R.& F 

Killed 

— 

H 

4 

— 

4 

Wounded .... 

1 

H 

15 

— 

«16 

MlMlIlf^ ..... 

1 

B 

14 
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To tlie Earl of LiTer]XKil Villar Formoso, Idth May, iRI 1. 

You will receive by this post the account of the blowing up of Almeida ; 
and, although I believe that we have taken or destroyed the greatest part 
of the garribon, 1 have never been so much distressed by any military 
event as by the escape of even a man of them. 

The enemy having retired across the Azava during the night of the 9th, 
I went forward in the morning to observe their subsequent movements. 
About 1 o’clock of the day of the 10th, having seen their whole army in 
march to cross the Agueda, I sent orders for the right of the army to 
resume their cantonments on the Dos Casas; the ^vaneed guard and 
cavalry upon the Azava and Upper Agueda; the 5th division (Sir W. 
Erskine) to send a regiment" to Barba de Puerco ; and the 6th division 
(Major Gen. Campbell) to resume the blockade of Almeida. 

Sir W. Erskine was dining with Sir B. Spencer at head quarters, and 
received his orders about 4 o’clock ; and he says he sent them off forthwith 
to the 4th regt., which were stationed, under former orders, on the Dos 
Casas, half way between Aldea del Obispo and Barba de Puerco. Gen. 
Campbell called upon me about 5J or 6 o’clock, and told me iliat, 
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before dark, his division would have resumed their positions for th^ 
blockade. 

At about 12^ the place was blown up; and the garrison had about 
14 miles to march to Barba de Puerco, and nearly the same distance 
to the only fords on the Agueda, the whole of which were occupied by 
our dragoons. 

Gen. Pack and Gen. Campbell both expected that the garrison would 
attempt to escape, and were both at Malpartida, about 4 miles from 
Almeida, on tlie road towards the Agueda and Barba de Puerco. Gen. 
Pack joined tl»e piquets, and followed the enemy with 10 men, and kept 
up a fire upon them, as a guide to the other troops, which he sup])osed 
were following. Gen. Campbell did follow with 8 companies of the 36th 
regt. Tlie 8th Portuguese regt., under Lieut. Col. Douglas, which were 
at Jun<ja, on the south-west side of Almeida, marched when the explosion 
was heard, and arrived at Barba de Puerco before the French ; but finding 
nobody there excepting a piquet of cavalry, they passed the Dos Casas 
again, and thus missed them. 

The Queen’s regt., which were within a mile of Almeida, on the road 
to Malpartida, were not aware that the place w»is blown up, and did not 
march at all; and the 4th regt., which it is said did not receive their 
orders before midnight, and had only miles to march, missed their 
road, and did not arrive at Barba de Puerco till after the French, and 
with Gen. Campbell and Gen. Pack ; and the flank battalions of the .5th 
division which Sir W. Erskinc hud detached from Aldea del Obispo (so 
long after he had heard the explosion, that he had sent an officer to 
Almeida, between 5 and 6 miles, to ascertain what it was, and this officer 
had returned), arrived nearly at the same time. 

The other corps of the 6th division had marched different distances in 
pursuit of the enemy ; but, excepting the 36th and the 8th Portuguese, 
none had crossed the Turones. 

Thus your Lordship will see that, if the 4th regt. had received the orders, 
issued at 1, before it was dark at 8 o’clock at night; or if they had not 
missed their road, the garrison must have laid down their arms ; and the 
same would have occurred if Lieut. Col. Douglas had remained at Barbu 
de Puerco ; and possibly the same would have occurred had the pursuit 
been judiciously managed. 

Possibly I have to reproach myself for not having been on the spot ; 
but really, when the enemy’s whole army had crossed the Agueda, with 
the exception of one brigade of cavalry, in front of Ciudad Rodrigo, 1 
did not think it probable that the attempt to escape would be made ; and 
having employed 2 divisions and a brigade, to prevent the escape of 1400 
men, who I did not think it likely would attempt to escape, the necessity 
of my attending personally to this operation, after I had been the whole 
day on the Azava, did not occur to me. However, it is that alone in the 
whole operation in which I have to reproach myself, as every thing waa 
done that could be done in the way of order and instruction. I certainly 
feel, every day, more and more the difficulty of the situation in which I 
am placed. 1 am obliged to be everywhere, and if absent from any opera- 
tion, something goes wrong. It is to be hoped that the General and other 
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officers of tlie army will at last acquire that experience which will teach 
them that success can be attained only by attention to the most minute 
details ; and by tracing every part of every operation from its origin to its 
conclusion, point by point, and ascertaining that the whole is understood 
by those who are to execute it. 


Mcmoraiidum for Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spence, K.B. 15th May, 1811. 

By all accounts which I have received, it appears that the enemy have 
retired beyond the Tormes, leaving a garrison in Ciudad Rodrigo, with 
but a small body of cavalry attached to them. It is even reported that 
they have crossed the Tormes, and have moved towards the Douro ; but 
of this report 1 have no certainty. It is probable, however, that some 
time will elapse before the French army, in this part of Spain, will be 
capable of making any movement against the allies. Having made so 
considerable a detachment of the army to the south, it is necessary that 
what remains of this army should be for the present on the defensive. If, 
tlu'refore, tlie enemy should collect again a large force upon Ciudad 
Rodiigo, it will be necessary that our army should be collected about 
Wave d’Aver, still, however, holding its advanced posts upon the Azava; 
and that it should be ])repared, if necessary, to fall back upon the position 
bcliind Aldea Vclha, Alfaiates, &c., and its left towards Badamalos, and 
thence to the position with its right behind Soito and the left to Kendo ; 
and tlience across the Coa to Sabugal. 

I f the collection of tlie enemy should be of such force, or made under 
such circumstances, as to create a belief that they will enter Portugal 
with a view to establish themselves again in the country, it will be neces- 
sary that the troops in this part of the country should fall back, when 
m-ccssary, from Ssbugal upon Belmonte, and thence by the Estrada Nova 
towards tlie Zezere. The strong country, however, between Belmonte 
and the Zezere must not be given up in a hurry ; and a magazine, for a 
few days, should he formed at Belmonte, and care should be taken to 
remove from Celorico, and on the Mondego, the magazines, hospitals, &c., 
formed at those places. 

It is desirable that the troops should remain in the positions whicli they 
now occupy as long as possible, with the exception of the cavalry, which 
il might be desirable to move to the rear, for the sake of forage. Brig. 
Gen. Pack should keep one regiment in Almeida; and should have 
advanced posts at Baiba dc Puerco. In case of the necessity of assem- 
bling tlie army in consequence of the advance of the enemy, and should 
it be necessary for Gen Pack to evacuate Almeida, he should set fire to 
the carriages, &c., in Almeida, and to the mines not already blown up ; 
and move either by the Caril road, or by the left of the Coa, or by the 
road of Freixedas, Alverca, and Guarda, according to the situation of the 
remainder of the troops, to join the army. 

It is desirable, however, that until the government shall have determined 
what they will do respecting Almeida, that place should not be abandoned 
till it shall be necessary ; and further directions will be sent respecting 
the collection and arrangement of the ordnance, stores, &c., preparatory 
to any future plan for keeiiing and making use of the place. 
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The A.G. to Bng, Gen, Peacocke, Ltabon, 15th May, IRll. 

Ill reply tu your letter of the 31st ult, addressed to the D. A. G., relative to 

, of the — regt., I have the Coiiuiiandcr of the Forces’ directions to ae(|uuint 

you that that person is a British subject, convicted of a crime in I'orliipal, and 
under sentence of ]>unishment ; and you must not take charge of him under a 
military guard without boiiic otiicial notification or authority from the Uritish 
minister. 

To Major Gen. Picton. Sabugal, 16th May, 1R1 f . 

The bearer of this letter is attached, in some nianiier or other, to the 
Portuguese brigade of infantry in the 3d division ; and I found him 
employed here embargoing mules, by order of Col. Sutton, with a guard 
of one of the regiments of the brigade ; and he embargoes those belonging 
to the army, which are, I believe, the only mules ii. the country. This 
irregularity cannot be permitted, and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
desire Col. Sutton to a(lo]>t some other mode of eoTiipleting the brigade in 
mules besides that of pressing those already in tiie Uritibh e-ervice, by 
means of the Portuguese soldiers. 

To Major Gen. Howortli. Sabiigal, ihtli May, 1811. 

I request that you will adopt measures to have the carriages of the 24 
pounders, as well as the mortar bed and howitzer carriages, in the gar 
rison of Almeida, pul in a state to he fit for service. It is desirable that 
these carriages should he pari ed in a separate place on the ramparts ; and 
that those belonging to guns of other calibres should, in like manner h 
parked, those of each calibre by tin nisei ves, so as to be in readiness to be 
either removed or destroyed, according to the orders wiiich may hereafter 
be given respecting them. 

1 also reciuest you tu have the several carts ana Li.iusjiort carriages in 
tlie garrison examined ; and let those be set apart which are fit for any 
service, and the others likewise brought together for the further disposal 
of them. 

It is desirable that measures should be adopted to enable you to liavc 
the guns in the fort drilled when I shall send you directions for tliat jmr- 
pose ; and that you should, therefore, send to Lisbon, without loss of time, 
for the persons who are able to perform tliis work, with the instruments 
which they require for it. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Sabiigal, 16tu Mo^, 1811. 

AVlien the army were employed on the pursuit of the enemy out of Por- 
tugal, the Light division of infantry and the cavalry were placed under 
the directions of Major Gen. Sir W. Erskine, which has led to an altera- 
tion of the organization of the army that may be very inconvenient. 

Although the cavalry may at times be joined to one or more divisions 
of the army for particular services, and that the senior ofiicer present would 
of course command the whole, still each division, as well as the cavalry, 
must be considered as a separate body, under its own Commanding officer, 
for all matters of interior regulation, having its Staff officers and depart- 
ments exclusively attached to it, and employed under the directions of the 
General officer commanding the division, in the duties of the division to 
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which they are attached. In all duties of a general nature, of course the 
senior officer of the 2 or 3 divisions acting together, would give his direc- 
tions, and would be responsible, leaving the execution of the duty to be 
performed by each division, under the direction of its Commanding officer, 
who would be responsible to him for it As the Light division and the 
cavalry were a good deal jumbled together on the late service, I had deter- 
mined to draw this line, but 1 forgot it before I came away ; and I shall 
be obliged to you if you will communicate this letter to Sir S. Cotton 
and Gen. Craufurd. 

As for our advanced guard, at present I think it ought to consist of the 
Light division and 4 squadrons of cavalry, and Pack ought to have 2 
squadrons of Portuguese cavalry with his post at Barba de Pucrco, &c. 

Sir Stapleton will decide whether he will remain forward with these 4 
squadrons, taking the command of the advanced guard on the principle 
above laid down ; or whether the 4 squadrons shall be employed, also on 
the princijde above laid down, with the Light division under the orders of 
Gen. Craufurd. In either case Sir Stapleton will of course relieve the 4 
squadrons as often as he may think it expedient. 

I also forgot to mention that Col. Hervey, of the 14th, asked me for 
leave to go into the Alentcjo, to which 1 have no objection. 

To Marshal Sii W. C. Reresfoid, K.B. Sal)U{ral, 16th May, 1811. 

1 received last night your letters of the 12th and 1 3th, and I immediately 
determined to set out for the Alentejo ; to which quarter I had intended 
to go, in a day or two, at all events. 

1 am much concenied to hear of your want of provisions. Mr. Ken- 
nedy tells me that he never heard even of the })robability of want, except- 
ing of corn and of cattle, which he had ordered to be sui)plied ; that tliere 
are in Abrantes, he believes, above 700,000 rations of biscuit ; and that 
no post ever comes from Lisbon that does not bring him a report of ti- 
des sent for the use of the troops in Estremadura. 

Unless I should see reason on the road to move more quickly, I shall 
be at Elvas on the 21st. I should hope that you have been able to leave 
some troops long enough near Badajoz to have time to move off all your 
stores, if you had begun on the night of the 11th and 12th. 

To Cliailes Stuart, Esq. Sabugal, 16th May, 1811. 

In consequence of the reports which I received last night from Marshal 
Beresford, dated the 12th and 13th, I set out this morning for the Alen- 
tejo. 1 shall be at Gastello Branco on the 18th, Portalegre the 20th, and 
Elvas the 2l8t, unless I shall see reason on the road to go a little quicker. 

To Lieut. Gen Sir B. Spencer, K.IS. PedrogSo, 17tli May, 1811, 2^ p.m. 

In consequence of a letter of the 14th, which I have received from Be- 
resford, I am about to go on to Gastello Branco to-night, and I shall push 
on without my baggage to-morrow. There is no very particular intelli- 
gence in the letter ; but I see that he 4oe8 not like his situation, and I think 
it best to go to him. » 

1 shall be obliged if you will desire Pakenham to correspond with the 
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officers oommanding at the hospitals at Celoriro and Coimbra, and with 
Capt. Tucker, to send to the regiments with you the men who may recover, 
as fast as they shall be well enough to move, according to our old regula- 
tion upon this subject. 

Pray direct the General officers commanding divisions to keep the men 
in the habits of exercise, by marching occasionally. 


To Lirat. Gen. Sir 11. S()enceT. K.B. Elvas, lOth May, IRll, 4 p.m. 

I arrived hero this day, and received your letter of the 17th this morning. 

Beresford had an action with the French at Albuora on the HJtii, in 
which he repulsed Soult, but suffered great loss. (ieii. Hoghton and Sir 
\V. Myt*rs killed, and Gen. Cole wounded. I don’t ypt know the parti- 
culars of the action, nor the extent of the loss ; but it is certainly very 
severe. I understand that Soult retired on the morning of the 18th, and 
that Beresford marched to S‘* ^farta ; hut of this 1 am nf)t certain. 

1 understand that the Spaniards did not behave ill, and t heir loss has been 
heavy ; the Portuguese were but little engaged ; those that were behaved 
well, and they have not suffered much. 

P S. Will you tell Sir S. Cotton that 1 have no objection to his remov- 
ing the head quarters of the cavalry here; but he must leave with Gen. 
Slade the means of carrying on the duty. 


To Marshal Sir W. G. Roresford, K.B. Klvas, 19th M.iy. IRll, 4^ p.m 

I arrived here about 2 this day, and leceived your letter of the 17th. I 
had not received any from you since the 14th. Your loss, by all account 
has been very large; but I hope that it will not 'n ’ e so large as was at 
first supposed. You could not be successful in such an action without a 
large loss ; and wc must make up our minds to affairs of this kind some- 
times, or give up the game. As I hear you have marched to Marta, 
and I sec that some troops have taken up tlie ground before Badajoz, 1 
don’t propose to move from hence in the morning, unless I should hear 
from you this evening. 


To Brig. Geii. Peacocke. Elvoa, 20th May, IRll. 

You will have heard that Marshal Beresford fought a severe action on 
tlie IGth; in consequence of which it is necessary that all the medical 
and surgical attendance which our hospitals at Lisbon can afford should 
be sent as soon as possible, together with 2000 sets of bedding. Desire 
the medical gentlemen at the head of the hospitals at Lisbon to act upon 
this order, respecting which I shall write to Dr. Franck. 

I also request that one company of British artillery may be sent here 
without delay by the usual route and stages. Desire Col. Fisher to settle 
which company it shall be ; and tell him that 1 shall write upon this sub- 
ject to Major Gen. Howorth. 

P.S. Besides the company of artillery above mentioned, it will be 
necessary to send here 3 officers of the civil department of the ordnance 
who have some intelligence. 
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To Dr. Franck. Elvoi, 20th May, 1811 

You will have heard that Sir W. Beresford fought a severe action on 
the 16th ; the result of which is a great number of wounded in the hospi- 
tals, in addition to a considerable number which were already here. 

The gentleman here appears to me to be doing ever}’^ thing that is in 
his power, and has written to Lisbon for further assistance. I have written 
also to Gen. Peacocke, and have desired that all possible assistance may be 
sent here, and 2000 sets of bedding. It is impossible to calculate the 
number of wounded there will be ; but I sliould think at least that number. 
You will know best whether, from the state of the hospitals elsewhere, it 
will be possible to send assistance from otlier quarters. 

P.S. 1 have desired Mr. Hogg to take care not to allow his hospitals 
there to become too crowded, and to evacuate upon Estremoz in time. 

To Major Gen. Howortli. Elvas, 20t}i May, 1811. 

In consequence of the loss of artillerymen in the late action, and the 
want of them in this quarter, 1 have written to Gen. Peacocke to desire 
him to send here a company of R»)yAl artillery, of those now at or near 
Lisbon, upon which (Vd. Fisher will make the necessary anangements. 

From what I hear, I think it ])robable tliat we sliall have to transfer 
our German brigade to the Royal artillery, keeping only one German 
brigade with the army. 

P.S. I have desired Gen. l^eacocke to send here 3 ofTicers of the civil 
department of the ordnance, besides the c'ompany of British artillery. 
Upon recollection, we linve at Lisbon a German company of artillery. 
1 shall not determine, therefore, whether our German brigade shall be 
broken up, till I hear from you. 

To Marshal Sii W. (’. RcicbAird K.B. Elvas, 20lh May, 1811, 5 p.m. 

It is reported that you are coming here this day; hut lest you should 
not, I write to tell you that unless I should hear, during the night, that 
you arc coming to-morrow, I shall go to Valverdc by the ford over the 
Guudiaiia, by wbicb I crossed before; and from thence to Albuera, if I 
should not find you at V alverde. My baggage will not be up till to- 
morrow or next day ; therefore 1 must live upon you. 

To Marslial Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 20th May, 1811, 9 p.m. 

Arlmthnol is arrived ; and as I find you are at Albuera, and it appears 
desirable that you sliould remain there, I shall go straight there in the 
morning, not going by Valverdc. 

To Vice Adm the Hon. G. Berkeley. Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 

1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will allow certain sheep 
belonging to Gen. the lion. C. Stewart, to the number of 1200, to go to 
England in the empty transports or store ships, about to be sent home, 
lie c immunicated with the Transport board on this subject when he was 
in England, and understood there was no objection ; and 1 shall be obliged 
to you if you will signify to Capt. Pouldyr your consent to the removing 
tlie sheep in the transports : of course the General’s agent will put fodder 
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on board for them. I am much obliged to you for having ordered the 
ships you mention in your letter of the 13th to the Mondego. 

You will have heard of the Marshal’s action on the 16th : the fighting 
was desperate, and the lo^s (»f tlie British has been very severe ; but, ad- 
verting to the nature of ilie contest, and the manner in which they held 
their ground against all the efforts the whole French army could make 
against them, notwithstanding all the losses which they had sustained, 1 
think tliis action one of the most glorious and honorable to the character 
of the troops of any that has been fi)ught during the w’^ar. 

I arrived here only yesterday, and have not yet seen the Marsliul, and 
don’t know, and can scarcely form a guess, what the loss is. (>ens. 
Hoghton, Sir W. Myers, and poor Duckworth, are killed ; and Gen. Cole, 
Cols. Ellis* and Blakcneyf wounded. Soult retired on the IHth, and 
Badajoz was invested yesterday. 


To Charles Stuart, Esq. Kl\as, 20th May, IRIl. 

Since 1 wrote you my letter of this day 1 have received yours of the 
Kith 

Tlie ctdculation on which the grant of the subsidy was founded, con- 
tained the estimate of the expense of two princi])Hl heads of the military 
expenditure, viz., the pay and the |•ro\isn>nb for the number of men foi 
whom the calculation was mtid(\ There could he no mistake about the 
pay : the mistake was in tlie provisions, and in omitting entirely some 
cstahlislimonts and heads of exjiense which belong to all armies. 

I <'ontend for it, therefore, that we do supiily the jiay of 30,000 offi- 
cers and men, and the gratuity to all the officers of the Portuguese army, 
and that this pay so supplied ought to be regulai i ^ given to them. 1 
admit that Marshal Beresford’s return is a sufficient voucher on wliicli 
you may issue the money ; but if you should find, as in this case 1 con- 
ceive it to be proved, that for several months the officers have not been 
paid, and fur a considerable time the soldiers have not been paid, tliere is 
ground for serious representation, and even report, to our government. 
1 don’t believe there is any peculation among the heads of the govern- 
ment, but there is gross misa^iplication of funds. The Junta de J 
and tlie Junta of the Arsenal are connected possibly in trade, but cer- 
tainly by friendship or acquaintance, wuLli all the merchants and dealers 
of Lisbon ; and those who could best aiford to wait for their money are, 
and have been, invariably paid regularly ; while the dealers in tlie country 
and the officers and troops wait, and the former are never paid. Tlie 
fears of the government, and their desire of popularity, lead to the same 
disposal of funds by their authority ; and this evil is one of those which 
I expected would be remedied by the abolition of the Junta de Vieefes, 

In respect to the payments to the chest of the ‘ Aids,’ you will recollect 
that upon an estimate of the expenses of the British army in Portugal, 
compared with the amount of the subsidy, it was settled that the Portu- 
guese government, having a demand of about £80,000 per ntensem^ should 


• Of the 2Ihl Welsh Fusiliew, afterwards killed at Waterloo, 
f Lieut, (lien. Sii E. lilakciicy, K.C'.l). 
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receive a certain proportion, two sevenths, of the sums raised by bills at 
Cadiz, Gibraltar, or Lisbon, or sent from England to the Commissary Gen. 
After this arrangement was made, the strength and the expense of the 
British army were much increased, and the proportions ought to have 
been altered ; but still they were continued as settled, and the Portuguese 
government received in money only, last year, much more than the sub- 
sidy. Then lately we have increased the expense of the British commis- 
sariat, by undertaking to feed 6 Portuguese brigades of infantry and a 
]>ro]>ortion of the artillery ; and of course not only this would alter the 
proportions by adding to our expense, but would diminish the demand for 
money subsidy by the Portuguese government. 

On these grounds 1 conceive that it will be found that, in the montlis 
of March and April, they have been overpaid ; and I hope soon to be able 
to send you the accounts of our demands for the provisions to the 24th 
April, and hereafter regularly for every month before its close. 

In this statement I have not adverted to the new subsidy, as 1 conceive 
it is not the intention of the King’s government that any part of it should 
he given till the reforms which have heen suggested shall be made. But 
there is another reason for not giving more to the Portuguese government, 
whicli is, that we have it not to give. This part of the army have now 
3 months’ pay due to them, the other 2 months, and there is not a shilling 
here to pay them. It is perfectly true that Major Arentschildt left the 
reserve of his artillery, tliat is, the spare ammunition, at Qaragoi^a, be- 
tween Cclorico and Ponte da MurcelLi. Why because his mules and 
cattle had been staived on the Kio Maior, and could not draw it any 
farther; and because the magistrates of the country would supply no 
means of tiansport to draw it on. 

1 don’t know the ])erson at Botalha, and the British head quarters were 
never there. 1 have no objection, however, to any advance you please to 
make to the person you mention ; but I sJiouJd think that it cannot be 
made in money. 

P.S. You don’t mention whether you received my letter enclosing one 
for the Prince Regent of Portugal. 

To Charles Stuait, E«(j EJvan, 20th May, 1811. 

I enclose the copy of a memorandum which has heen put into my hands 
by Maior Dickson, of the artillery, regarding the march of certain guns 
demanded for the service of tliis garrison from Lisbon. I trust that the 
movement of these guns lias not heen suspended, os their early arrival is 
very important; and 1 shall be obliged to you if you will make inquiry 
upon this subject. 

1 am not able to give you any details upon the battle of the 16th, as I 
have not seen or heard from the Marshal. Our loss is very large ; but 
we must expect loss whenever we engage the British troops with the 
Spaniards as allies. The Spaniards, by all accounts, behaved remarkably 
well; but they were immoveable; and their want of discipline, and of the 
power of manoeuvring, appears to metQ have created a necessity for using 
the British infantry in all parts of the field, and to have thrown upon us 
the great burden of the battle. This was exactly the case in the battle 
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of Talavera; and, only that the Spanish troops were more distant from 
the fire, 1 suspect it was the case at the battle of Barrosa. 

I have received your letter of the 17th, and return the newspapers. 

P.S. I think it very desirable that, if possible, no flying details of the 
battle of Albucra should go home till Sir W. Beresford’s report shall be 
sent. 1 conclude that the account that there liad been a battle went by 
the mail yesterday, which is of no importance ; but where there are many 
killed and wounded tlie first reports are not favorable ; and it is not doing 
justice to the Marshal to allow them to circulate without his. 

To Lieut. Gen Sn B Spencer, K.B. Kh'as, 22d May, 1811. 

1 went yesterday to Albuera, and saw the field of battle. We had a 
very good position, and T think should have gained a complete victory in 
it, without any material loss, if the Spaniards could have manoeuvred ; 
but unfortunately they cannot. 

The French are retiring ; but I don’t think it clear that they arc going 
beyond the Sierra Morena. As 1 know you have plenty i f correspondents, 

I don’t give you any details of the action here, or of our loss. I think 
the action, upon tlic whole, to be the most honorable to llie troops that 
they have been engaged in during the war. 

P.S. 1 received your letter o** the 20th this morning; I think it 
appcirs that the enemy’s loss cannot be less than between 8000 and 
9000 men. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Elvas, 22(1 May, 1R1 1. 

1 have received the directions of the Sec. of State to request that you 
will send to Cork tonnage to convey to Portugal 200 horses for the Royai 
artillery, and likewise tonnage to convey to P iigal the Enniskillen 
dragoons, consisting of G80 horses; and that you will send all the re- 
mainder of the tonnage for horses, which may be, or may arrive, in the 
Tagus, to Plymouth, to convey from thence remount horses for the differ- 
ent services. ' 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Ehas, 22d May, IRll. 

I am about to send Col. Arbuthnot home with the accounts of Sir W. 
Beresford’s action of the IGth inst. ; and I shall be very much obliged to 
you if you will send a ship of war with him, as it is desirable that he 
should arrive as soon as possible. He goes to Lisbon with this letter, and 
the dispatches will follow him to-morrow or next day. 

To Manhal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 22d May, 1811, 11 a.m. 

I have received your letter of yesterday ; and I shall send to England 
your official letter, and the intercepted enclosure. I think that Gazan’s 
letter refers to the march of the wounded, with whom he is, he being 
himself wounded.* I believe the confusion is there ; but I doubt there 
being much among the others, excepting the plunder, which is not unusual 
wherever the French troops are. It is very desirable, therefore, that you 
should not go too far from our main object. I think it probable, from 
one part of Gazan’s letter (that in which he says that he has sent to order 
* See Appendix, No. II. 
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the troops at Almaraz to join Soult), that the latter proposes to maintain 
himself in Estromadura, and has sent back only his wounded, covering 
them by the troops with himself. There is an expression in the order of 
the 19th at Solaiia, respecting the distribution which will be made from 
the resources of the country, which would tend to show that that is their 
object, and the march on Los Santos would show the same. 

I don’t know what to do about the French wounded at Albuera. Wc 
must remove our own in the first instance, and 1 will then endeavor to 
remove tliem; hut we are very hard run for carriages. You should leave 
some few men and an officer to take care of them, and some provisions 
for them. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

In answer to your letter of the 20th inst., I have to inform you that 1 
have no arms to giv<‘ to Sousa. 

In answer to your letter of the 18th, I must only say that I have not 
leisure to read long papers, which arc called documents, but which contain 
not one syllable of truth. I have no money to give to the Portuguese 
government ; and 1 believe it was never intended by our government that 
they should have the increased subsidy (nor do I believe they have any 
official knowledge of its grant) till they shall make the necessary alterations 
in their military system to render it efficient. I don’t think they have any 
right to mention the increased subsidy in an official document ; nor can 
they say with any truth that any part of the old subsidy is in arrears. 

I have written my opinion of the state of affairs to the British govern- 
ment ; and the Portuguese government will find that their intrigues and 
their folly will end in the ruin of their country. 


To the Rl. Hon. H. Wellesley. Elvas, 22il May, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose my dispatch of the 15th inst. to the Sec. of 
State, likeuise that of this date, in the last of which you will find co]>.cs 
of Marshal Beresford’s reports of his operations before Badajoz and of the 
action of tlie 10th inst. at Albuera. 

I beg that you will do me the favor to congratulate the Regency upon 
this success, and to express the satisfaction with which 1 have read Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford’s reports of the conduct of the Spanish General officers, 
officers, and troops, throughout the action, as well as in the operations 
previous to it. 

In my letter of the 9th inst , 1 transmitted the copy of my letter to 
Gen. Castanos, and the memorandum on the plan of operations, and I 
omit now to enclose anotlier copy ; but 1 send you the copy of his answer 
to me, and of my letter to him of the 13th inst. 

in my opinion, nothing can be more honorable to Gen. Castanos than 
this act of self denial, which I hope will be duly appreciated by the 
Regency, as it is by me. 


To the Rt. Hon. H. Welleslpy. , Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

We have had warm work here; however, I hope that the French have 
suffered more than we have. I mean, if Soult goes far enough from me, 
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to renew the operations of the siege of Badajoz ; but he will soon have a 
large reinforcement from Castille, and another such battle would ruin us. 

The Spanish troops, 1 understand, behaved admirably ; they stood like 
stocks, both parties at times firing on them, but they were quite immove- 
able ; and this is the great cause of all our losses. After they had lost 
their position, the natural thing to do would have been to attack it with 
the nearest Spanish troops, but they could not be moved ; the British 
troops were the next, and they were brought up, and must always in these 
cases be brought up ; and they suffered accordingly. The battle of Tala- 
vera was an example of the same defect in the Spanish troops ; they could 
not be moved, however advantageous this movement might have been ; 
and I suspect that the battle of Barrosa was something of the same kind. 
It is scarcely to be believed tliat any officer, who could depend upon the 
discipline of his troops in their movements, would have remained tlie quiet 
spectator of such an action at such a moment. 

From these circumstances, you will believe lliat I am not very easy 
about the result of another action, if we should be oliliged to fight one. 
Wliat a pity it is that the Spaniards will not set to work seriously to dis- 
cipline their troops ! We do what we please now with the Portuguese 
troops ; we manoeuvre them under fire ocjually with our own, and have 
some dependence on them; but the ( S]uniaids can do nothing, but stand 
still, and we consider ourselves foi lunate if they don’t run away. 

Beresford tells me that it would be a great point gained if Blake weie 
to leturn to the Regency, as he is not very accommodating, although be 
adhered strictly to the letter of every thing 1 laid down for his guidance. 

P.S. Show every thing to Graham. 


To Lieut Col Torrens, Military Secretary. Lliroi, 22(1 May, 1811. 

1 write to the Commander in Chief this day, to recommend Capt Chap- 
mjin for promotion to a Majority by brevet; and 1 send an official recom- 
mendation for Major the lion. H. Arbuthnot ^ to be promoted to the 
Lieut. Colonelcy of the 52d, and Rowan to the Majoiity. Besides tin's, 
1 conceive that, Way J having lost his arm in tlic late action, the Com- 
mander in Chief would be disposed to give him tJie vacant Lieut. Colonelcy 
of the 29th, for which I long ago recommended him ; and thus some va- 
cancies would he left among the brevet commissions for which 1 was 
permitted to recommend. 

1 have not yet been able to arrange the promotions, in consequence 
of the casualties in the recent battle ; but there is one offic ^r. Major 
L*E8trange,§ of the 31st, whom I must recommend in the strongest 
manner for promotion in some way or other. After the other parts of the 
same brigade were swept oft' by the cavalry, this little battalion alone held 
its ground against all the colonnes en mmse ! 

J desired Beresford to recommend Arbuthnot || for one of the brevet 

* Lieut. Gen the Hun. H. Arbuthput, C.B. 
f Lieut. Col. U(iHran, C.U. 
i The late Majot Gen. Su G. Way, Kt., C*B. 

S Lieut Gen. Sii G. L'Estran^^, K C.B. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Aibutluiot, K.C.B. 
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Lieut. Colonelcies in the Portuguese service ; but the windfall of the 
action of the 16th will probably give him the rank. I have not yet 
received from Beresford his list ; but I shall be obliged to you if you will 
let Arbuthnot stand the first, if 1 should be able to transmit it by this 
dispatch, whicli at present is not very likely. 

P.S. The late action has made a terrible hole in our ranks ; but I am 
working hard to set all to rights again. 


To the Rt. Hon. tlic Commander in Chief. Elyas, 22d May, 1811. 

When I had the honor of addressing you on the 14th inst., in conse- 
quence of the permission which you had given me to recommend to your 
notice certain officers for promotion, I omitted the name of one, to whom 
1 consider myself and the army more indebted than certainly to any other 
officer of his rank in the service : I mean Capt. Chapman, of the Royal 
Engineers, now secretary to the Master Gen. of the Ordnance. 

Capt. Chapman being absent from the army, and having understood 
that your Excellency was disposed to recommend that he might be pro- 
moted, and considering that he, as an officer of the corps of engineers, 
did not stand within the scope of your Excellency’s letter to me of the 
23d Aj)ril, I omitted his name ; but 1 beg to assure you that the services 
rendered by Capt, Cliapman are of the highest description, and 1 earnestly 
entreat that he may be promoted to the rank of Major by brevet, in 
priority to any of those officers whom I recommended to your Excellency 
in my address of the 14th inst. 

To the Rt. Hon. the Commandor in Chief. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose the copy of a report, which I have made 
to the Sec. of State, of tlie recent operations in this quarter by the troops 
under the command of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, containing his reports 
to me of the operations of the siege of Badajoz and of the action of tlie 
16th inst. 

To tlie Rt. Hon. C. Yorke. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Lieut. Col. Cadogan, in 
which he has requested tliat 1 would recommend to your consideration 
his brother’s (Capt. G. Cadogan)* claim for employment in the navy. 
1 shall be much obliged to you if you will take these claims into con- 
sideration. 

To P. Colquhoun, Esq. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 7th inst., in which you have informed 
me of the loss which you and the country have sustained by the death of 
Lieut. Col. Barclay. I assure you that there is no man more sensible 
than myself of the excelleht qualities of that gallant officer, and I lament 
his loss most sincerely. 

It gives me much concern to find that he has left his widow and child 
slenderly provided for; and I wish that I could relieve the affliction 
which you feel upon this occasion, apd that provision should be made for 

* Now Earl tlailogon. 
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them ; but I have done every thing in my power to obtain it for them. 
I have written and forwarded your letter to Mr. Perceval, whom 1 have 
always found disposed to attend to my requests in favor of the families 
of officers who have lost their lives in the service ; and 1 have earnestly 
entreated him to endeavor to provide for the family of the late Col. 
Barclay. 


To tlie Rt. Hon. S. Perceval. Elvos, 22d May, 1811. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from the father of the widow 
of a most respectable officer, the late Col. Barclay of the 52d regt., giving 
me an account of his death, and apprising me of the distressed circum- 
stances in which he has left his family. Lieut. Col. Barclay commanded 
a brigade in the Light division, in which he had served during the entire 
war in the Peninsula, and he was wounded in the battle of Busaco, and 
never recovered. 1 believe that there was not a more meritorious officer 
in the army, and 1 beg leave to recommend his widow to your favor 
and protection. 

I am very much obliged to you for your attention to my recommenda- 
tion in favor of my friends, the Portuguese nation, who really deserve 
the generosity of the peojde of England. My soldiers have continued 
to show them every kindness in their power, as well as to the Spaniards. 
The village of Puentes de Onoro having been the field of battle the 
other day, and not having been much improved by this circumstance, 
they immediately and voluntarily subscribed to raise a sum of money, to 
be given to the inhabitants as a compensation for the damage which their 
properties have sustained in the contest. 

To tlie Karl of Liverpool. Klvos, 22il May, 1811, 

On the night of the 1 5th inst. I received from Marshal Sir W. Bcrcs- 
ford letters of the 12th and 13th inst., which reported that Marshal Soult 
had broken up from Seville, and had advanced towards Estremadura, 
about the 1 0th, notwithstanding the reports which had been previously 
raised, that he was busily occupied in strengthening Seville, and the ap- 
proaches to that city, by works ; and that all his measures indicated an 
intention to remain on the defensive in Andalusia. 

I therefore set out on the following morning from Villar Formoso; and 
having received further information of the 14th from Sir W. Beresford, 
of the enemy’s movements, I hastened my progress, and arrived here on 
the 19th, and found that Sir W. Beresford had raised the siege of Bada- 
joz, without the loss of ordnance or stores of any description, had col- 
lected the troops under his command, and had formed a junction with 
Gens. Castanos and Blake, at Albuera, in the course of the 15th inst. 
He was attacked there on the 16th, by the French army under the com- 
mand of Marshal Soult ; and after a most severe engagement, in which 
all the troops conducted themselves in the most gallant manner, Sir W. 
Beresford gained the victory. The enemy retired in the night of the 
17th inst., leaving between 900 and 1000 wounded on the ground. Sir 
W. Beresford sent the allied cavalry after them, and on the 19th in the 
morning reinvested Badajoz. 

VOL. v. 
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I enclose the reports of Sir W. Beresford* of the 16 th and 18 th inst.^ 
on the operations of the siege to the moment of raising it, and on the 
battle at Albuera ; and I beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
ability, the firmness, and tlie gallantry manifested by Marshal Sir W. 
Beresford throughout the transactions on which he has written. I shall 


* Marshal Reresfurd to Marshal Gen. Vise. Wellington. Albuera, 16di May, 1811. 

In conformity to your Lordship’s instructions given to me on the 24th ult., in 
consequence of the then state of the weather, and our means of communication 
across the Guadiana having been destroyed by the sudden flooding of that river, 
and leaving my cavalry in Zafra, Los Santos, and Villa Franca, 1 placed the 
infantry with its head at Almeiidralejo, Azauchal, and Villa Alva, where were 
the divisions of Major Gen. the lion. \V. Stewart and Major Gen. Hamilton : 
and the Hon. Major Gen. Cole’s division with Brig. Gen. Madden’s brigade of 
cavalry in Merida, the infantry brigade of it commanded by Brig. Gen. Kemmis, 
intended flir tlie attack of Fort San Cristoval, at Montijo, and the light brigade 
German Legion, undei Major Gen. Baron Alten, at 'lalavera Real, leaving the 
light battalion L. T4. Legion in 01iven9a during the period of waiting the fall of 
the water of the Guadiana, and the re-estahlibhment of our bridge, it being of 
considerable importance to push the enemy from us as far as possible during 
the siege, ns he had on our obliging him to retire from Llercna to Guadalcanal 
held the latter place. 

I directed a small column of 2000 men, composed of the 1st brigade 2d division, 
under the command of Lieut. Col. Colhorne, with 2 squadrons of cavalry and 2 
S]uiiu8h 4 pounders, to proceed from Almeiidralejo, by Ribera and Maguilla, to 
Azuuga to threaten his right, sending at the same time 4 squadrons of cavalry 
from Brig. Gen. Long at Villa Franca to Llerena, to support the Conde de Penne 
Villemur, who was then with the Spani•^h cavalry of Gen. Castauus* corps, to 
make him fear an attack in front, and Gen. Ballesteros went from Monastcrio to 
Moiitenioliii to threaten lus left. ’I'hese manceuvres had the desired eflect ; as 
soon as the enemy saw the advance of Lieut. Col. Colhorne near Aziiaga, where 
he had 500 infantry and 300 cavalry, he abandoned precipitately the place and 
retired to Guadalcanal, which jilaec Gen. Latoiir Maubourg, with the 5th corps, 
quilted in 2 hour.M after the arrival of this detachment, and at 11 o’clock at night 
retired near to Conslantiiia. Lieut. Col. Colhorne performed this service in a 
most judicious and handsome manner. 

The weather having been suiiie time fine, and the waters of the Guadiana 
having subsided, and our preparations having, by Lieut. Col. Fletcher's activity, 
been nearly completed for the siege of Badujoz, on the 3d of May I sent 3 bri- 
gades of infantry, a brigade of 0 pounders, and 2 squadrons of cavsdry, under the 
orders of Major Gen. the Hon. W. Stewart, to invest Badajoz more closely, on the 
south of the river, which he performed with his usual zeal and attention on the 
4th. On the Gth iiist. I directed the march of the remaining divisions on Badajoz, 
one by Albuera, the other by Talavera, leaving the cavalry as before placed. On 
the 7t)i 1 came before Badajoz with these divisions. Gen. Castanos furnished also 
to co-operate in the siege 2000 men, under the command of Brig. Don Carlos 
de Espana. On the 8th I directed the brigade of Brig. Gen. Kemmis, which had 
been ])reviously placed on the Gevora, to proceed to the 'I'orre of 8“ Engracia, 
about 2 miles iVom Badajoz, on the Campo Maior road, and to be joined there by 
the 17th Portuguese regt., 2 sqiiadrons of cavalry, and four 6 pounders from 
Elvas ; the force to meet at 3 o’clock in the morning, and the whole to be placed 
under the orders of the Hon. Major Gen. W. Lumley, to invest the north side, 
and to attack Fort San Cristoval. By some accident to the bearer of the orders to 
Bri^. Gen. Kemmis, the officer did not arrive at his post till 9 o'clock, the Hon. 
Major Gen. Lumley, on the approach of the light companies of the brigade, ad- 
vancing towards the town, with the force he brought from Elvas ; the garrison 
made a sortie upon it, but was immediately driven back, and the grenadiers of the 
17th re^t. particularly distinguished themselves by charging the enemy, headed 
by Col. Turner; tlie detachment Buffered the loss as per return No. 1. 

On the 8th, Lieut. Col. Fletcher, to protect the further approaches, constructed 
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idd nothing to what he has said of the conduct of all the officers and 
troops, excepting to express my admiration of it, and my cordial concur- 
rence in the favorable reports made by Sir W. Beresford of the good 
conduct of all. 

As Sir W. Beresford frequently refers in the enclosed dispatches to the 


batteries against the Fardaleras and Picurinoi on the heights commanding them, 
though at a considerable distance ; and Cant. Squire, whom the Lieut. Colonel 
had sent to superintend the works intendecl to be erected against San Cristoval, 
began his operations on the 8th. The breaking ground on tliat side immediately 
caused great jealousy to the enemy, and he opposed it by a most heavy fire of 
shot, and shell, and on the morning of the 10th lie made a sortie against the battery 
constructing, with about 1200 men, being witliin 500 yards of the place. He 
soon reached the battery, and it having, of the covering party allotted to it, only 
one light infantry company in it, the enemy got ptissession of it, but had it not 
for 2 minutes, as the whole of the covering party that was close to the battery on 
the slope of the hill immediately seized their arms, and drove the enemy back 
with considerable loss to bini, but 1 regret to say ours on this occasion must liavc 
been considerably greater, from our troops having exposed themselves to the shot 
and bliell of the town and fort of San Cristoval, and the musketry from this latter. 

I annex the return of our loss on this day, and in it 1 have to lament being de- 
prived of the services of Col. Turner, who, in the very short time he had been in 
the Portuguese service, had given me the greatest satisfaction, and in those 2 du) s 
tlie most conspicuous proofs of his gallantry. 

1 annex the returns of our further loss of men on the respective days tliat our 
operations against iludajoz continued, and the Hon. Major Gen. Lumlcy’s reports 
on the circumstances and consequences of Uie enemy’s sorties. 

On the 12th I received information from Gen. Blukc that Marshal Soult had 
left Seville on the 10th, and with the avowed intention of coming to Badajoz, his 
force stated to be 15,000 men ; and Gen. Latour Maubourg had already again moved 
upon and occupied Guadalcanal and Llercnu, from which places the Count de 
Penile Villemur had been obliged to retire. As Gen. Blake had come down to 
Fregcnal, and Gen. Ballesteros from Monosterio had pushed his advances witliin a 
league of Seville, I could not judge if tliis advance of Marshal Soult was merely to 
oblige these Generals to retire, and leave him undisturbed in Seville, or really, as 
it was given out to be, against me, and with the object of raising the siege of Bu- 
dajoz, and therefore continued niy operations against the place, until the further 
advance of Soult should more clearly determine this point ; but in the middle of 
the night T received infurmation from Gen. Blake and other quarters, of tlie rapid 
adviuice of Marshal Soult, and which left no doubt as to his intentions. I imme- 
diately sent to suspend operations against Badajoz, and to commence to remove to 
Elvas our guns and stores, which unfortunately had been nearly completed to what 
would have been wanted fur the siege. 

By great exertions of Lieut. Col. Fletcher of the Royal Engineers, and Major 
Dickson of the Artillery, every thing was removed on the evening of the 15th. 'i'o 
Lieut. Gen. Leite’s (the Governor of the province of Alentejo) zeal and unwearied 
activity in whatever regards the service and welfare of his country, it is but just 
to say we are on all occasions much indebted ; and particularly on this, in the 
getting together the transports necessary to us, and in famishing* and forwarding 
whatever else could be useful. 1 seize with pleasure this opportunity of giving to 
Gen. Leite that praise which he has ever so mlly merited. 

1 had been obliged, to cover the removal of the stores, &c., to leave the division 
of Major Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole before Badajoz. Major Gen. Cole marched 
from before Badajoz to join the army here at 2 o’clock on the morning of the 
16th ; and arrived about liolf an hour before the enemv made his attack. 

I have, however, the satisfaction to inform your Lordship that the enemy cannot 
boast of having got a particle of our stores ; they were all safely lodged in Elvas, 
and, with the exception of Brig. Gen. Kemmis’s brigade, which was on tlie north 
side of the Giiadiana, our troops were all united on the morning of the 16th, to 
meet the attack and oppose the march of Marshal Soult. 

D 2 




PORTUGAL. 


3«i 

instructions from mo, and to tlie correspondence between Gen. Costanoa 
and me ; and as 1 think it possible that the papers may not have reached 
England from Cadiz, I now transmit copies of my instructions to Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford, and of my letter to Gen. Castahos, on the plan of co- 
operation for the allied troops in the siege of Badajoz. 


, Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B., to Lieut. Geii. Vise. Wellinf^ton, K.B. 

Albiiera, 18th May, 1811. 

I have iriKnite satisfaction in communicating to your Lordshi}) that the allied army, 
united here under my orders, obtained, on the 16th inst., after a most sanguinary contest, 
a coni])letc victory over fliat of the enemy, commanded hy Marshal Soult; and 1 shall 
proceed to relate to your Lordshi)) the circumstances. 

In a former report 1 have informed your Lordsliip of the advance of Marshal Soult from 
Seville, and 1 had in consequence judged it wise entirely to raise the siege of Badajoz, and 
prepare to meet liini with our united forces, rather tlian, by looking to two objects at once, 
to risk the loss of both. 

Marshal Soult, it ap]M'aT8, had Wen long straining every nerve to collect a force which 
he thought fully sufficient to his object for the relief of Badajoz ; mid for this jiurjinse he had 
drawn considcrahle nuinWrs from the corns of Marshal Victor and Gen. Scliastiani, and 
also, 1 believe, fiom tlie French army of the centre. Having thu* completed his prepara- 
tions, he inarclied from Seville on the 10th inst., with a corps tt:cn estimated at 1.0,000 or 
16,000 men, and was jtiiiied on descending into Kstremadiira l>y the corjis under Gen. 
l^itoiir Mauhourg, stated to he 5000 men. 

His Excellency Gen. Blake, as soon os he learned the advance of Marshal Soult, iii 
strict conformity to the plan pro])Oscd hy your Lordship, procmletl to form his jniictioii 
with the corps under niy orders, and arrived at Valverde in )M‘rsun on the 11th inst., where, 
having consulted with his Excellency and Gen (^ustailos, it was determined to meet the 
enemy and to give him battle. 

On* finding the determination of the enemy to relieve Badajoz, I had broken up from 
before that ]ilace, and marcluMl tiie infantry to the (losition in front of V'alverde, except tlie 
division of Major Gen. the Hon. O. L. Cole, which, with 20U0 Spanish troojis, 1 lell to 
cover the removal of oiir stores. 

The cavalry, which liad, according to orders, fallen bank os the enemy advanced, was 
joined at S**' Marta hy the cavalry of Gen. Blake ; tliat of Gen. Castaiios, under the 
Conde de Penne Villemur, liad Wen always with it 

As remaining at Valverde, fhougli a stronger ]H)8ition, left Badajoz entirely open, 1 do- 
terinined to take uji a iiosition (such os could be got, in this widely ojicu country^ at this 
pltice, tliuB standing directly lM*tweeii the enemy ami lladajoz. 

The army was therefore assembled here on tlie 15tli inst. The corps of Gen. Blake, 
though making a forceil march to eflect it, only joined in the night, and could noi be 
placed ill its position till the morning of the 16tb inst ; when Gen. Cole's division, wd' the 
Sjionish brigade under Don Carlos de Es^iana, also joined, and a little Wfure tiie commence- 
ment of the action. Our cavalry liad been forced on the muniing of the I5th inst. to retire 
from Marta, and joined here. 

Ill the allemoon of that day the enemy appeared in. front of ns. The next morning 
our disposition for receiving him was made. Wing formed in 2 lines, nearly parallel to 
the river Albnero, on the ridge of the gradual ascent rising from that river, and covering 
the roads to Badajoz and Valverde, though your Lordship is awaiv that tlie whole face of 
this country is every where passable for all arras. Gen. Blake's corps was on the right in 
2 lines; its left, on the Valverde road, joined the right of Major Gen. the Hun. W. Stewart's 
division, the left of which reached the Badajoz road, where commenced the right of Major 
Gen. Hamilton's division, which closed tlie lefi^ of the line. Gen. Cole's division, with one 
brigade of Gen. Hamilton's, formed the 2d line of tlie British and Portuguese arm). 

The enemy, on the morning of the 16tb, did not long delay his attack. At 8 o'clock he 
was observed to he in motion, and his cavalry was seen }Mi8Bing the rivulet of Aibuero, 
considerably above our right ; and shortly after he marched out of the wood opjiosite to us 
a strong force of cavalry, and 2 heavy columns of infantry, pointing them to our irun^, as 
if to attack the village and bridge of Alhuera. During this time, under cover of hii vastly 
su])erior cavalry, he was filing the principal body of his infantry over the river Wyond our 
rfght ; and it was not long before his intention appeared to he to turn us by that flank, and 
to cut us off from Valverde. 

Major Gen. Cole's division was therefore ordered to form an oblique line to the rear of 
our right, with his own right thrown bock; and the intention of the enemy to attack our 
right liecoming evident, 1 requested Gen. Bf&ke to form part of bis first line, and all hii 
second, to tliat front, which was done. *' 
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1 likewise enclose Gen. Castanos’ answer to my letter upon this subject, 
agreeing to carry into execution the plan proposed ; and I beg to draw 
your Lordship’s attention to that part of the General’s letter in which, 
with great delicacy and propriety, he declines to agree to that part of the 
proposed plan which would have given him the command of the allied 

The enemy commenced his attack at 9 o'clock, nut ceasing at the same time to menace 
our left ; and after a strong and gallant rMistance uf the Spanish troups, lie gained the 
heights upon which they liad been formeti. Meanwhile the division of Major Gen. the 
Hoii. W. Stewart had been brought up to 8up|M>rt them, and that of Major Gen. Hamilton 
brought to the left of the Spaiiisii line, and formed in contiguous close columns of hat- 
talioijs, to lie moveable in any direction. Tlie Portuguese hiigade of cavalry, under Brig, 
(veil. Otway, reiii.iiiied at some distance on the left uf this, to check any attempt of the 
enemy lielow the village. 

As the heights tlie enemy hud gained raked and entirely commanded our whole position, 
it became necessary to make every elluii to retake and niaintain them; and a noble one was 
made by the division of Gen. Stewart, headed by that gallant officer. 

Neai'ly at the beginning uf the enemy's attack a heavy storm of rain came on, which, 
with the smoke from the fn iiig, tendered it im{iossihle to discern any thing distinctly. This, 
with the iiatuie of the ground, had lieeii extremely favorable to the enemy in forming his 
columns, and in his siili^equent attack. 

The right brigade uf (xeri. Stewart's division, under Lieut. Col. Colborne, first came into 
action, and liehaved in the niost gidlont manner; and lindiiig that the enemy's column 
could nut lie shaken by fire, firoceeded to attack it with the huyuiiet ; and, while in the aet 
Ilf charging, a body of Polish lancers ( cavalry), whicii the thickness of the atmosphere anil 
the nature uf the ground had coiiceah^d (and which was, besides, mistaken by those of the 
III igade, when discovered, for Spanish cavalry, and therefore not fired u]iuii), turned it; 
and, being thus attacked unexpectedly in the rear, was unfortunately broken, and suffered 
immensely. The 31st regt., being the left one uf the hiigade, alone escajied this charge, 
and, under the command of Major L'Kst range, ke])t its ground until the arrival of tlie 3d 
bi igade, undei Majoi Gen. Hoglitun. The conduct of tliis brigmle was most conspicu- 
ously gallant ; and that of the 2il brigade, under the command of' Lieut. Col. the Hon. A. 
Ahercroiiibie, was not less so. Major Gen. Hoghtoii, cheering on his brigade to the ch irge, 
fell nierced by wounds. 

I'liough tlie enemy's principal attack was on this point of the right, he also made a con- 
tinual attempt upon that part of our original front at the village and bridge, which weie 
defended in the must gallant manner by Major Gen. liarun C. Alten, ajid tlie light infantry 
brigade of the German Legion, whose conduet was, in every jioint of view, conspicuously 
good. I'his jioint now foimcd our left, and Major Gen Hamilton's division hud been 
brought u]) lliere; uid he was left to direct the defence of that }x>int, whilst the enemy's 
attack continued on our right, a considerable proportion of the Spanish troo})s suppuitiiig 
tlie defence uf this place. 

Tile enemy's cav.ilry, on his infantry attempting to force our right, had endeavored to 
turn it ; but, by the able niancruvres of Major Gen. the Hon. W. Lumley, coinniaiidiiig 
(lie allied cavalry, though vastly infeiior to that uf the enemy in number, his endeavors 
were foiled. Major Cieii. Cole, seeing the attack of the enemy, very judiciously bringing 
up his left a little, marched in line to attack the enemy's lefi, and arrived most opportunely 
to coiitrihiite, with the charges of the brigades of Gen. Stewart's division, to force the enemy 
to abandon his situation, and retire precipitately, and to take refuge under his reserve. Heie 
the Fusilier brigade {larticiilarly distinguished itself. He was pursued by the allies to a 
considerable distance, and os far as 1 thought it prudent, with his immense superiority uf 
cavalry; and I contented myself with seeing him driven across the Albuera. 

1 have every reason to s|M!uk favorably of Uie manner in which otii artillery was served, 
and fought; and Major Hartmann, commanding the Britisli, and Major Dickson, com- 
manding the Portuguese, and the oflicers and men, are entitled to my thanks. The 4 
guns of the horse artillery, commanded by Capt. Fevre, did great execution on the 
enemy's cavalry ; and one brigade of Spanish artillery (the only one in the field) 1 saw 
equally gallantly and well served. We lust in the misfortune which occurred to the bri- 
gade commanded hy Lieut. Col. Colborne (whom Gen. Stewart reports to have aeted, and 
was then acting, in a most tiublc manner, leading on the brigade in admirable order) one 
howitzer, which the enemy, before the arrival of the gallant Gen. Hoghton's brigade, had 
time to carry off with 200 or 300 jirisoners of that brigade. After he had been lieateii from 
this his priiiciiidl attack he still continued that near the village, on which he never could 
make any impression, or cross the rivulet, though 1 had been obliged to bring a very great 
proportion of the troops from it, to sufiport the piiiiripal point of attack; but the enemy 
seeing his tiiaiii attack defeated, relaxed in his attempt tiiere also. The Poiliigueoc division 
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army in the action, for which it was the object of the plan to provide, and 
proposes another mode of settling this delicate question, by which the 
command would rest with Marshal Sir W. Beresford. I likewise enclose 
the copy of my answer to this last letter. 

All has remained quiet in Castille since I quitted that part of the 
country. The battalions of the 9th corps belonging to regiments serving 


of Major Geii. Hamilton in every iiiftoiice evinced the utmost steadiness and courage and 
maiifcuvrcfi equally well with the British. 

Brig. Gen. Harvey’s Portuguese brigade, belonging to Gen. Cole*s division, had an oppor- 
tunity of distinguishing itself when marching in line across the plain, by repulsing, with 
tue utmost steadiness, a charge of the enemy's cavalry. 

It is impossible to enumerate every instance of discipline and valor shown on this severely 
contested day ; but there never were troops diat more valiantly or more gloriously maiii- 
lairied the honor of their respective countries. 1 have not lieen able to particularise the 
S]>aiiish divisions, brigades, or regiments, that were particularly engaged, because 1 am not 
acquainted with llieir denominations or names ; but I have great pleasure in saying that 
tlieir liehavioiir was most gallant and honorable: and though, Imm the superior number 
and weiglit of tlie eiieiny's force, that part of them that were in the jMwition attacked were 
obliged to cede the ground, it was after a gallant resistance, and tltey continued in good 
order to support their allies ; and 1 doubt not his Kxcelleiicy Gen. Blake will do ample 
justice on ifiis liead, by making lionorable mention of the deserving. 

The battle commenced at 9 o'clock, and continued without interruption till 2 in the 
afternoon, wlien, the enemy having been driven over the Albuera, for the remainder of the 
day tliere was but catinonading and skirmishing. 

It is inifiossihle by any descilptiou to do justice to the distinguished gallantry of the 
troops ; but every individual most nobly did his duty, whicii will be well proved by the 
great loss we have suffered, tliough retmlaing the enemy ; and it was observed that our 
dead, particularly the 67th regt.,were lying as they had fought in ranks, and every wound 
was in front. 

Major Gen. the Hon. W. Stewart most jmrticularly distinguished himself, and conduced 
much to the honor of tlie day ; he received 2 contusions, but would not quit the field. 
Major Geii. the Hon. G-. L. Cole is also entitled to every praise ; and 1 have to regret lieing 
<leprived for some time of his sen ices hy the wound he has received. Lieut. Col. the Hon. 
A. Aliercrombie, coinmaiuling the 2d brigade, 2d division, and Major L'Kstmnge, Slst 
regt., deserve to be particularly mentioned ; and nothing could exceed the conduct and 
gallantry of Col. liiglis * at the head of his regiment. To Major Gen. the Hun. W. 
Liimley, for the very able manner in which he op)H)sed the numerous cavalry of the enemy, 
and foiled him in his object, 1 am particularly indebted. To Major Gen. Hamilton, who 
commanded on the left during the seveie attack upon our right, I am also much indebted ; 
and the Portuguese brigades of Brig. Gens. Fonseca and Arch. Cam])bcll deserve to be 
meiilioiied. To Major Gen. C. Alten, and to ilie excellent brigade under liis orders, 1 
have much praise to give ; and it is with great pleasure I assure your Lordship that the 
good and gidlaiit conduct of every corps, and of every person, was in proportion to the 
opportunity that offered fur distinguishing themselves. 1 know nut an individual who did 
not do his duty. 

I have, 1 fear, to regret the loss to the service of Gol. Collins, commanding a Portuguese 
bi igoile, his leg having been carried olf by a cannon sliot. He is an officer of great merit ; 
and 1 deeply lament the death of Major Geii. Hoghton, and of those 2 promising officers, 
Lieut. Col. Sir W. Myers and Lieut. Col. Duckworth. 

It is most pleasing to me to inform your Lordship, not only of the steady and gallant 
conduct of our allies, the Spanish troops under his Kxcelleiicy Gen. Blake, but also to 
assure you that the most perfect liarmoiiy has subsisted between us; and that Gen. Blake 
not only conformed in all things to the general line proposed by your Lordship, but in the 
details ; and in whatever 1 suggested to his Excellency I received the most immediate and 
cordial assent and co-oneratioii ; nothing was omitted on his part to ensure the success of 
our united effuits ; and during the battle he most essentially, by his experience, knowledge, 
and zeal, contributed to its fortunate result. 

His Excellency the Capt. Gen. Castanos, who had united the few tTon|is he had in a 
state to be brought into the field to those of Gen. Blake, and placed them under his orders, 
assisted in person in the field ; and not only on this, but on all occasions, I am much 
indebted to Gen. Castafios, who is ever beforel»nd in giving whatever can be beneficial to 
the success of the common cause. 

Tliough I unfortunately cannot point out the co^Wt or many of the individuals of the 
Sjiaiiish troops, that distinguished memselves, yet 1 will not omit to mention the names of 

I'lie late Lieut. Geii. Sir U. Inglis, K.C.B. 



PORTUGAL. 


39 


in the ctyrps d^amUe in Andalusia had marched from Salamanca on or 
about the 15th, and went towards Avila, and were to come by Madrid. 

1 send this dispatch by Major (Lieut. Col.) Arbuthnot, the secretary of 
Marshal Sir W. Beresford, who was present in the battle of Albuera, and 
can give your Lordship any further information you may require ; and I 
beg leave to recommend him to your Lordship. ^ 


Gen. Ballesteros, whose gallantry was most conspicuous, as of the corjM he had under his 
command ; and the same of Gen. Zayos and of Don Carlos de Espana. The Spanish 
cavalry have behaved extremely well ; and the Conde de Penne Villemur is particularly 
deserving to be mentioned. 

I annex the return of our loss in this hard contested day : it is very severe ; and in addi- 
tion to it is the loss of the troops under his Excellency Gen. Blake, who are killed, missing, 
and wounded, but of which 1 have not the retiini. The loss of the enemy, though 1 cannot 
know wliat it is, must be still more severe. He has left on the field of battle about 2000 
dead, and we have taken from 900 to 1000 prisoners. He has had 5 Generals killed and 
wonnde<l : of the former, Generals of Division, Werle and Pesim ; and Gazan and 2 others 
amongst the latter. His force was much more considerable than we had been informed of, 
ns I do not think he displayed less than from 20,000 to 22,000 infantry, and be certainly 
had 4000 cavalry, with a numerous and heavy artillery. His overbearing cavalry cramped 
and confined all our operations, and, with his artillery, saved his infantry after its rout. 

He letirud after the battle to the ground he had been previously on, but occupying it 
ill position ; and on this morning, or rather during the night, commenced his retreat on 
the rood he came towards Seville, and has aliandoned Uadajoz to its fate. He left a number 
of his wounded on tlie ground he had retired to, and to whom we are administering what 
assistance we can. 1 liave sent our cavalry to follow the enemy ; but in that arm he is too 
powerful for us to attempt any thing against him in the plains he is traversing. 

Thus we have readied the advantage we pro|M>8ed from our opposition to the attempts ot 
the enemy ; and, whilst he has Lieeii forced to abandon the object fur which he has almost 
stnpiied Andalusia of troops, instead of having accomplished the haughty boasts with which 
Marslial Soult harangued his troops on leaving Seville, he retunis there with a curtailed 
army, an<l, what perhaps may lie still more hurtful to him, with a diminished reputation. 

Ill enumerating the services received from the officers of my own staff, I must particu- 
larly call your Lordship's attention to those of Brig. Gen. d'Urbin, Q. M. G. to the Portu- 
guese army ; and which 1 cannot sufficiently praise, though 1 can appreciate. On all 
occasions 1 have felt the benefits of his talents and services, and more particularly on this, 
where they very essentially contributed to the success of the day : and 1 cannot here omit 
the name of Lieut. Col. Hardinge, D. Q. M. G. to the Portuguese troo]i8, whose talents and 
exertions deserve my thanks. To Brig. Gen. Moziiiho, A G. of the Portuguese army, and 
to Lieut. Col. Rooke, A. A. G. to the united British and Portuguese force, and to Brig. 
Gen. Tasmos, and to the officers of my own jjersunal staff, 1 am indebted for llieir assistance. 

To the services of Lieut. Col. Arbuthnot (Mmor in His Majesty's sendee) lam also much 
indebted ; and he is the liearer of tins to your Lordship, and is fully enabled to give you 
any further information you may desire, and is most deserving of any favor your Lortlship 
ma> lie pleased to recommend him for to H. R. H. the Prince Regent. 

P.S. Major Gen. Hamilton's division, and Brig. Gen. Madden's brigade of Portuguese 
cavalry, march to-morrow morning to reinvest Bodajnz on the south side of the Gu«idiana. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the corps of the army under the immediate 
orders of Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B , in the battle with the French army com- 
manded by Marshal Soult, at Albuera, on the 16th May, 1811. 
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11 

28 
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17 
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The Portuguese loss, but nut the SiNinish, is included in this leturn. 
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To the E«trl of Liverpool. Elraa, 22d May, 1811. 

Referrnig to my dispatch to your Lordship of this date, in which I have 
enclosed tlie copies of a correspondence with Gen. Castanos on the co- 
operation of the allied proops in this quarter, 1 have to mention to your 
Lordship that, wlien I proposed that plan to Gen. Castanos, it was under- 
stood that the General, having been appointed to command the army in 
Galicia, as well as that in Estremadura, was aiming to establish his head 
quarters near mine ; and Marshal Sir W. Beresford would of course, as 
the senior to Gen. Blake, have had the command in the action, for which 
it was the object to provide ; and this delicate question would thus have 
been settled in a manner satisfactory to all parties, and on the principle 
of the orders recently conveyed by your Lordship to Gen. Graham. 

Gen. Castanos, however, remained in Estremadura, contrary to my ex- 
pectations, and he has settled the question in a much more satisfactory 
manner ; but in one whicli 1 could not with propriety have proposed ; and 
if I had proposed it, it would in all probability have been rejected. 

To the Earl of Liverjwol. Elvos, 22cl May, 181 1. 

I enclose a letter of the 21st inst., which I have received from Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford,* containing a letter from Gen. Gazan to Marshal Soult,t 
which had been intercepted by some of our parties. Gen. Gazan, wounded 
himself, was marching with the wounded ; and from his account of those 
with him, from the account of those at Almendralcjo, and those left on the 
ground at Albuera, from the number foiuul dead on the field, and the pri- 
soners, tlie Marshal computes the enemy’s loss not to fall short of 9000 
men. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvos, 22d May, 1811. 

As the 3d and 7th divisions of the allied British and Portuguese army 
are on their march to this part of the country, and will arrive in the course 
of to-morrow and next day at Campo Maior, it is my intention to resume 
the operations of the siege of Badajoz, as soon as I shall he able to collect 
means of transport to move the stores and materials from hence to the 
ground in the neighbourhood of Badajoz : by which time 1 shall see what 
line the enemy has taken, whether to retire entirely from the province, or 


* Marshal Beresford to Marshal Gen. Vise. Wellinf^toii. Albuera, 2lBt May, 1811. 

1 have the honor to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying intercepted 
letters of some importance ; after the severe battle we had, it is satisfactory to 
know that our calculations of tlie enemy’s loss were not exaggerated, and you will 
see, by Gen. Gazan’s letter to Marshal Soult, that in killed and wounded it can- 
not be loss than 8000 nien.f Left dead on tlie held and taken, we have the know- 
ledge of near 3000 ; Gen. Gazian states that he lias more than 4000 wounded with 
liini : 320 were ut Almendralcjo by the same letters ; Gazan says many have d ed 
on the road, and whicli we know must have been the case, as it is in the first f«>w 
days that the bad cases die in iiuinbcrs, and a precipitate retreat and want of con- 
venient carriage must increase the mortality. Thus wo can scarcely calculate the 
loss of the enemy from these data at less than 9000 men. 

Gur advance was close to Azauchal an4 Almendralcjo, and I propose putting a 
strong column of infantry in march toward| those places to-morrow morning, and 
shall accompany it. 


f See Ap|jciidix, No. II. 
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to maintain a position in the mountains within it. T have likewise ordered 
here the 2d hussars, which will arrive in a few days. 

The troops marching with Gen. Drouet, mentioned in my dispatch 
marked A of this date, cannot arrive at Toledo, where it is said they are to 
cross the Tagus, till the end of the month ; and 1 should hope that by tliat 
time I may have made some progress in the operations of the siege. How- 
ever, so much depends upon means of transport, whicli it is difficult to 
collect, and so large a proportion of the means we possess are employed 
in the removal of the wounded in the action of the 16th, that I cannot be 
certain of being able to effect my object. 


To the Earl of Liverfiool. Elvas, 22il May, 1811. 

Your Lordship will be anxious to know what measures 1 propose to 
adopt, in order to render the several battalions of the army, which have 
been lately employed in this quarter, more efficient. 1 propose imme- 
diately to form the 2 battalions of the 7th regt. into one; and to send the 
officers and non-commissioned officers of the 2d batt. home to England ; 
and the same with the 48th regt. 

As soon as I shall receive your Lordship’s reply to my private letter of 
the 7th inst., on the subject of the battalions therein referred to, I intend, 
if the plan which I proposed should be approved of, to aj)ply it to all the 
regiments which have suffered severely in the late action ; viz., the 3d or 
Buffs, 29th, 57th, the 2d batt. 66th, the 2d batt. 31st, and to any others 
to which it can in my opinion be applied with advantage ; and 1 will send 
home to recruit such proportions of the officers and non-commissioned 
officers of each us I may think can be spared from this country with ad- 
vantage, classed in companies; keeping here h number of compames 
as there will be men to 611. 

By the time I shall receive your Lordship’s answer to that letter 1 shall 
be able to judge of the real amount of the loss which we have sustained ; 
as men, supposed to be and returned as prisoners, are constantly appearing 
with all the regiments who, having been sent from the field of battle with 
wounded officers or soldiers, and having been still absent when the returns 
Mere made out, were returned as missing. It may be expected also, that 
a large proportion of the wounded will soon be fit for service. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvai, 23d May, 1811, } before 4, i> m 

1 have received your letters of this day, and I still think that the enemy 
mean to hang about the limits of Estremadura ; so that you should be cau- 
tious in your advance. Blake has written to Alava respecting his cavalry, 
which he wants to have at his disposal ; and you had better send it to him. 
Will not his division at Feria be a little exposed? 

We have letters from England to the 9th. Affairs appear to be coming 
to blows in the north of Europe. People are in great good humour with 
the affairs of Portugal. I believe the 1 1th dragoons have sailed , and tliey 
have authorised me to send for the Enniskillen dragoons. 

Drouet marched towards Avila, on the 17 th, with 17 battalions. Mas- 
sena has gone to France, with many other General officers.* 

* See Appendix, No. 1. and No. IV. 
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To tlie Earl of Liverpool. Elvai, 23d May, 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 28th April and *7th May, regarding 
the remounts for the cavalry ; and I write to Adm. Berkeley to send trans- 
ports to Cork to bring to Portugal 200 horses of the artillery, and 680 of 
the Enniskillen dragoons ; to send all the other horse transports to Ply- 
mouth. 1 rather believe, however, that all the transports are by this time 
gone home, and that transports must he taken from those coming out 
with the horses to remount the cavalry and artillery, and with the 1 1th 
light dragoons. 

The enemy’s superiority now consists in his cavalry alone ; and I should 
entertain no doubt of any of our concerns, if ours were complete : how- 
ever, that on the frontier of Beira is coming about, and 1 shall bring the 
11th dragoons here. 

I think it would be desirable to keep in this country only 3 squadrons, 
or 6 troops of each regiment, and 2 squadrons, or 4 troops at home ; the 
home squadrons could then supply the casualties, as well of men as of 
hm ses of those abroad ; and we should have at all times an equally cflScient 
cavalry at a smaller expense. If this arrangement were agreed to, I can 
easily carry it into execution. It must be recollected, however, that the 
Peninsula is the grave of horses; I have lost no less than 12 for my own 
riding since 1 have been here, and many more of an ordinary kind. 

To the Earl of Liveqxiol. Elvas, 23d May, 1811. 

I am obliged to you for your letter of the 7th, regarding the publica- 
tion of niy dispatches. I generally confine myself to a relation of facts, 
and seldom give any opinion upon them, and always send the same dis- 
patches to the Portuguese government, with the exception only of any 
detail to which it may refer, which is purely a British concern : I then 
mark in the Portuguese dispatch those facts which, in my opinion, ought 
not to be published ; but that opinion goes no farther than to what app^drs 
to me that it would be inconvenient that the enemy should obtain a know- 
ledge of, and seldom to circumstances which it would be desirable to 
withhold from the knowledge of the public. 

1 shall, with your Lordship’s permission, adopt the same practice with 
my dispatches to you, and mark with a pencil in the margin those parts 
which, in my opinion, ought not to be published ; leaving it to you after- 
wards to omit such other parts as you may think proper. 

To the Earl of Liveriiool. Elvas, 23d May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 8th. 

When Hill comes he must return to his command ; and I must confine 
Beresford to the management of the detail of the Portuguese army, which 
has suffered from his employment in this campaign, as well as from other 
circumstances. I should like to have Gen. Graham ; but I rather think 
that your Lordship’s letters don’t go so far as to allow me to call him to 
this country, till the force at Cadiz shall be reduced to 2000 men. 

Y ou see from my dispatches how affaies are here. Soult had south of the 
Sierra Morena an army of about 53,000 effectives on the 25th March, in- 
cluding what }a called the Catholic army, which is Dessolles’ reserve, and 
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was sent to him from the army of the centre; of this number *7000 are 
cavalry. Drouet is marching to him with 17 battalions, which, however, 
are weak, and can scarcely make 3000 men, and some cavalry, of which 
I don’t exactly know the number. From this force must be deducted 
the losses since the 25th March, which cannot be less than 10,000 men, 
including the battle of the 16th May, and the garrison of Badajoz about 
2500 ; and Soult will remain, when Drouet arrives, with about 50,000 
effective men. From this statement you will see that, supposing that I can 
get through the siege of Badajoz, it will be impossible to do more to the 
southward, till I shall have closed the door upon Beira, by obtaining 
possession of Ciudad Rodrigo : indeed I am thinking of bringing another 
division from Castille, in order to make sure of Badajoz, in consequence 
of Beresford’s large losses ; but I can scarcely venture to do that, and cer- 
tainly cannot do more, without exposing to risk the frontier of Beira. 

Fortunately for me, the French armies have no communication, and one 
army no knowledge of the position or of the circumstances in which the 
other is placed ; both depend upon orders from Paris, whereas I have a 
knowledge of all that passes on all sides. From this knowledge I think I 
may draw more troops from Beira for my operations against Badajoz ; but 
1 cannot venture farther south till J shall get Ciudad Rodrigo, without 
exposing all to ruin. 1 beg, therefore, that people in England will have 
patience about Cadiz, and allow us to do our work gradually. 

[ should feel no anxiety about the result of any of our operations, if the 
Spaniards were as well disciplined as the soldiers of that nation are brave, 
and if they were at all moveable ; but this is, I fear, beyond all hope ; all 
our losses have been caused by this defect. At Tdlavera the enemy would 
have been destroyed, if we could have moved the Spanish army; at 
Albuera, the natural thing would have been to support the Spaniards on 
the right with the Spaniards who were next to them ; but any movement 
of that body would have created inextricable confusion ; and it was neces- 
sary to support the right with British, and thus the great loss fell upon 
our troops ; in the same way, I suspect, the difficulty and danger of moving 
the Spanish troops was the cause that Gen. La Peiia did not support Gen. 
Graham at Barrosa. 

I am glad to hear such good accounts of affairs in tlie north. God send 
that they may prove true, and that we may overthrow this disgusting 
tyranny : however, of this I am very certain, that whether true or not hi 
present, something of tlie kind must occur before long, and, if we can only 
hold out, we shall yet see the world relieved. 

To S. Whitbread, Esq. Elvas, a3d May, 1811. 

I was most highly gratified by your letter of the 29th April, which 1 
received last night ; and I beg leave to return my thanks for the mode in 
which you have taken the trouble of informing me of the favorable change 
of your opinion respecting affairs in this country. 

I acknowledge that I was much concerned to find that persons, for whom 
I entertained the highest respect, and whose opinions were likely to have 
great weight in England and throughout Europe, had delivered erroneous 
opinions, as I thought, respecting affairs in this country ; and I prized their 
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judgments so highly, at the same time that I was certain of the error of 
the opinion whicli they had delivered, that I was induced to attribute their 
conduct to the excess of the spirit of party. 

I assure you that, highly as I am gratified and flattered by the approba- 
tion of , and yourself and others, that wliich gives me most 

pleasure in the account which I received last night from England, is to be 
convinced that such men could not be unjust towards an officer in the 
service of the country abroad ; and that the opinions which they had deli- 
vered, however unfavorable to him, were the real dictates of their judg- 
njents, upon a fair view of all the circumstances which had come to their 
knowledge. To the gratification arising from this conviction to one who 
appears destined to pass his life in the harness, you have added that which 
1 received from your obliging letter ; and I assure you that 1 am very 
sensible of the kindness towards me which induced you to write to me. 

To the Juiitii of La Mancha. Vi liar Fonnoso, 24111 May, 1611. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter by Los Senores Don 
Joaquim Gomez and Don Ramon Rodriguez Belasco, and it would give 
me great satisfaction to have it in my power to assist the province of La 
Mancha with arms ; but I have at present none in my possession ; and I 
request you to apply to Mr. Wellesley, His Majesty’s minister at Cadiz, 
for arms. 

Memoroudutn for Col. Murray, Q. M. G. Rivas, 24th May, 1811. 

The siege of Badajoz to be undertaken immediately, and to be' carried 
on by the following troops ; the 3d, 7th, and Gen. Hamilton’s divisions 
of infantry, the 17th I’ortugucsc regt. from the garrison of Elvas, 
regiments of militia from the garrison of Elvas, Gen. Madden’s 
brigade of cavalry, 3000 Spani.sh troops, the 2 companies of Portuguese 
artillery from Lisbon, and 300 artillery from the garrison of Elvas. 

The British and Portuguese cavalry, and the 2d and 4th divisions of 
allied infantry, with the cavalry attached to them, and the Spanish divi- 
sions under Gens. Costaiios and Blake, will cover the operation. 

On the 25th inst. the 7th division of infantry will take up its gromid 
to invest the place on the right of the Guadiana. This division is to be 
joined, and to bring with it a brigade of Portuguese 6 pounders from the 
3d division. The 17th Portuguese regt. and one regiment of militia are 
likewise to march from the garrison of Elvas on the 25tli, and to join the 
7th division on the ground ; and Brig. Gen. Madden is to send across the 


G. O. * Elvas, 24th Mny, 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has great satisfaction in communicating to the army 
letters from the Speakers of tlie Houses of Lords and Commons of the United Kingdom, of 
tlie unanimous approbation of the Lords and Commons of their services. 

2. The Commander of tiie Forces takes this op|X)rtuiiity of again returning his thanks to 
the General uflicers, officers, and troops, for the uniform support he has iec«ived from the 
former, and for the good conduct of the latte^ by which alone those services have been j)er- 
formed which have received the approbation of the two Houses of Parliament. 

3. Tlie Common de** of the Forces requesti Marshal Sir W. C. Deresford will take 
measures to copirauiiicate these orders, and tho accompanying vote of thanks, to the whole 
Portuguese army. 
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Guadiana, above the town, one regiment of his cavalry to join Major Gen. 
Houstoun. 

On the 2,5th inst. the flying bridge is to be placed on the Guadiana at 
the place fixed upon ; and Major Dickson and Lieut. Col. Fletcher are to 
commence forming tlieir depots for the attack of the place, to be conti- 
nued from day to day till they shall be prepared to break ground, accord- 
ing to the means of transport which will be supplied to them. 

To Mjjor Gcii. Howuitli. Elvas, 24tliMay, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 22d, and 1 agree in opinion with you 
that it is best to change one German for a British complete brigade : I 
have therefore ordered another company of artillery with guns to march 
from Lisbon, according to the terms of tlie enclosed copy of a letter to 
Gen. Peacocke. Col, Framingham is forward with the troops; and I 
don't think it expedient to wait to send orders through him. 


Tu Lieut Gen. Sii B. Spencer, K.U. Elvas, 24tii May, 1&11. 

I received tliis day your letters of the 22d, and that of the 23d of 1 

e.M. 

1 think the French arc about to do exactly what 1 expected, viz., col- 
lect llicir army about the Tagus. Having sent H battalions of the 9th 
corps to the southward, and the officers and non-commissioned officers of 
the 3d battalions of regiments to France, they are not so strong in infantry 
even as you arc, and Marmont’s movement is decidedly this way, or far- 
ther to the rear. Murray sends you a route this day for the march hero 
of Gen. Howard’s brigade, and of Col. Ashworth’s Portuguese brigade ; 
and as these troops will be within your reach for 2 or 3 days after they 
^hall have marched, 1 beg you to stop them, and to order them to rejoin 
you if you should find that the enemy is moving towards you, notwith- 
standing my expectations to the contrary, as above expressed. 

1 enclose a letter from Marshal Marmont, which I beg you to forward 
the moment you receive it : in order that he may believe I am still at 
Villar Formoso, I date it the 25th. 

The Portuguese government have determined to repair the fort of 
Almeida, upon which subject I shall write to you hereafter. The Frcncli 
have retired to Llerena. 


Tu Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 24tli May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 23d from Almendralejo, but not that 
from Villa Franca, and I cannot tell therefore what disposition you have 
made. The 3d division having, however, arrived this day at Campo Maior, 
I have determined to go on with the siege of Badajuz ; and 1 send you a 
copy of the memorandum which I arranged this day for our operations. 
I have ordered Gen. Howard’s and Col. Ashworth’s Portuguese brigade 
from Beira to this place ; the 2d hussars can scarcely be here before the 
29th. 

My news from Salamanca is, that Marmont, who now commands the 
‘ Arime de Pwrtugal^* is about to move, as it is said, towards Avila ; this 
* S»*e Ap|)oiidix, No. III. 
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looks like reinforcing this point. 1 shall make corresponding movements 
with our army of Beira, particularly the cavalry. 

I should be very glad if we were together for a few days ; for we have 
a monstrous quantity of business to settle of different descriptions. Could 
we not bring out of Abrantes Lobo’s regiment, at least, in our existing 
dearth of troops ? Hill is arrived in Lisbon. 

Although this place is the most convenient for head quarters for 
the siege, 1 don’t know whether it is not too far for the conduct of the 
operations of the covering army : however, there is no hurry in deciding 
that point, and I wait to receive your distribution of the force which you 
sent from Villa Franca. 

To Brig. Gen. Peacocke. Elvas, 24tJi May, 1811. 

Besides the company of artillery ordered to Elvas by my letter of the 
20th inst. 1 have to request that another company of artillery, with a 
brigade of 6 pounders, and as many horses as there may be at Lisbon to 
draw the guns, and tlie usual complement of drivers and artificers for a 
brigade of artillery, may be sent to Elvas as soon as may be convenient. 
If there are at Lisbon a sufficient number of horses fit for service to draw 
the guns, they are to be sent to Aldea Galega, and to march by the usual 
route. If there are not, the guns are to be sent by water to A Wntes, and 
the men and liorses arc to march to that place, and a report is to be made 
to the Q. M. G. of the day they shall arrive there. 

I request you to give these orders to Col. Fisher, and inform him that 
I shall send a copy of them to Gen. Howorth. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 24Ui May, 181 1. 

Since I addressed you on the 22d inst. I have received reports that 
Marshal Soult had retired to Llerena; and the 3d and 'Ith divisions hav- 
ing arrived at Campo Maior, 1 have given directions that Bodajoz may be 
closely invested on the right of the Guadiana to-morrow ; and 1 propose 
fortliwith to recommence the operations of the siege. 

I learn from Castille that the Prince d’Essling, Gens. Junot, Loison, 
and others, had set out for France ; and that the 3 corps tTarmee^ the 2d 
6th, and 8th, had been formed into 6 divisions, still called the ‘ Armee de 
Portugal' having for its commander in chief the Due de Raguse, and 
Gen. Regnier os second in command.* 

Marshal Sir W. Beresford reports that the greatest number of the offi- 
cers and men returned missing in the action of the 16th inst. have rejoined 
their regiments. 

To the Earl of Liver|iool. Elvas, 24th May, 1811. 

I write you a few lines, thinking it possible that my letter may over- 
take Col. Arbuthnot, or that| at all events, it will be in time for the packet 
on Sunday. 

1 hear from Salamanca that the AmUe de Portugal are about to move ; 
and it is reported, and 1 think it probable from the movement of their 
detachments, that they are about to approach the Tagus : however, 1 am 
ready for them at all points. • 

* See Appendix, No. 1. and No. IV. 
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Drouet haa with him 17 battalions and some cavalry, as a reinforce- 
ment for the troops in Andalusia, and they may join about the second 
week in June. 1 don’t know when Marmont will be ready to co-operate 
witli Soult : however, as the siege of Badajoz can be raised with so much 
ease, and without loss of any kind, whenever it may be necessary, 1 have 
thought it best to lose no time about it, and to adopt every measure to get 
that place, if 1 can, before the enemy’s troops can join ; and if I cannot, 
to raise the siege and fight a battle, or not, as I may find most proper, 
according to the state of our respective forces. 1 think tliat, if you intend 
to reinforce this army, you should send the men out soon. 

ji, 0» to Ma^or Downmattf commg. Royal horae arttUery^ 24th May, 1811. 

I have not failed to lay your letter of the 17th inst. before the Commander of 
the Forces, and 1 am directed by his Lordship to observe that the promotion to 
wliich he was directed to recommend was not to be confined solely to the Liglit 
division, but the selection was to be made from the army generally. His Excel- 
lency took a larger proportion from the Light division for their eminent services, 
and he is fully aware of tlie services that have been individually performed by 
Cupts. Bull and Ross, but their seniority in the army, compared with many 
officers in this country, cannot fairly, at present, bring them forward. 1 tiust, 
therefore, that the knowledge of the Commander of the Forces' good opinion of 
the zeal and abilities which the above officers have displayed, will be as gratifying 
to them as if his Excellency had more power to recompense tlieii several merits. 

All Marochal Marmont, Due de Raguse. 

Au Qiiarticr G4n4ral de TArmce Anglaise, ce 25 Mai, 1811. 

Jc n’ai re<ju quo la 22““ la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait I’hun- 
neur de m’adresser le 16"“ de ce mois ; et j’ai tardtf d’y envoyer une 
rt^ponse jusqu’a ce que j’aie pu savoir si le Colonel La Motte etait toujouio 
a Celorico, oh on I’avait envoyd. Je suis fUchd de vous faire savoir qu’il 
dtait deja parti pour Lisbonne, mais si vous voulez avoir la bontd d’en- 
voyer M. le Lieut. Col. Hill aux avant postes de I’armde, j’aurai soin que 
M. le Col. La Motte soil tout de suite renvoye a I’armee Fran 9 aiBc. 

Peu de jours aprhs que M. le Prince d’Essling eut pris le commande- 
ment de I’armee qui est a prtfsent sous les ordres de votre Excellence, je 
lui avais propose que les chirurgiens et les officiers des autres ddpartemens 
civile des armees fussent considdres comme non combattans, et que s’ils 
etaiont pris, ils seraient rendus des deux c6tes. Mais son Excellence ne 
m’a donnd aucune reponse sur cette proposition, malgrd qu’elle fut accoin- 
pagnee par I’offre de lui rendre quelques ofliciers de sante de I’armec 
Fran 9 aise qui avaient ete pris. Apres, quand toute I’ambulance de I’armee 
Fran^aise fut prise a Coimbra, son Excellence m’a proposd que les oflSciers 
de sante seraient censes non combattans, et que les non combattans seraient 
rendus de part et d’ autre. Mais c’dtait alors trop tard ; cor dans le temps 
qui s’dtait passd, depuis que je lui fis la m^me proposition, j’avais re^u la 
copie des pieces d’une ndgociation entre les gouvernemens Anglais et 
Fran^ais pour I’echange des prisonniers de guerre, par lesquelles j’ai vu 
que les non combattans de toute espece, des voyageurs, des marchands 
qui suivaient leurs affaires, des personnes qui n’avaient rien k faire avec 
la guerre, ddtenus en France quand elle a malheureusement commencee, 
dtaient censds prisonniers de guerre, et devaient 6tre changds comme tels, 
en cartel, pour des officiers et des soldats de I’armde Fran^aue. 
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11 n’cst plus done dans mon pouvoir dc mettre cn liberti^ quelque pri- 
sonnier que ce soit, comme non combattant; et je le regrette d'autant 
plus, que j’aurais eu le plus grand plaisir a me rendre aux desirs de votre 
Excellence en favour de M. le Sous Inspecteur Villc sur Arce. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Elvas, 25th May, 1811, 4 p.if. 

I have received your letter of the 23d. I understand from O’Lawlor 
that you have sent our friends at Salamanca 1000 dollars, and I shall be 
obliged to you if you will give direction that they may have 2000 more, 
making in the whole 3000 dollars. 

We have invested Badajoz on this side this day. Nothing new. 

To Marslial Sir W. C Beresfonl, K.B Elvos, 25th May, 181 1, p.m. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will send back Gen. Mad- 
den’s brigade to the siege of Badajoz ; and if you will write to Gen. Leitc 
to let us have as many regiments of militia as will make up 1000 men, 
for the attack on each side of the river. 

To the Rf. Hon. J. Villiers. Elvas, 25lh May, 1811. 

1 liad the ])leasure of receiving your letter of yesterday, and I am very 
much obliged to you for it. 

No man can appreciate better than yourself the difficulties with which 
I have had to contend ; but 1 believe that you are not aware of all of 
them. 1 persevered in the system which 1 thought best, notwithstanding 
that it was the opinion of every British officer in the country that 1 ought 
to embark the army ; while, on the other hand, the Portuguese civil 
authorities contended that the war ought to be maintained on the frontier, 
for whicli they wanted not only physical force, but the means of pro- 
viding for the force which they could produce in the field. 1 believe 
nothing but somctliing worse than firmness could have carried me through 
the 9 months’ discussion with these contending opinions. To this add 
that people in England were changing their opinions almost with the 
wind, and you will see that 1 had not much to look to excepting myself. 

I am concerned to tell ?/o//, who are interested in every thing concern- 
ing this country, tliat we are in rather an uncomfortable state with the 
Portuguese government. In August last, Principal Sousa was appointed 
to the government ; and, at the same time, we learned that he was a kind 
of agent of an intrigue to remove Beresford from the command of the 
army, and to give it to the Duke of Brunswick, which you will readily 
believe was not very agreeable to me. lie then began the persecution of 
French partisans, and nobody was exempt from his accusation. Mozinho, 
Lemos, even Sodre, were accused, and would have been sent off, if I had 
not set my face against such proceedings, of which, by the bye, he after- 
wards said we were the authors ; and, as he was appointed with a view to 

curb ‘ the despotism of the Secretariat,’ as calls it, he imn\e- 

diately made a dart at Forjaz, the instrument of which, since you had 
arrived at Lisbon, the servants of the British government had availed 
themselves to manage the affairs of Portugal. 

Then there was no subject in whicli the mischievous activity of his 
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mind did not interforo, and he was the most active partisan of carrying 
on the war on the frontier ; and, in his conversations upon this subject, 
was so indiscreet as to infuse into the militia of Lisbon opinions so dan- 
gerous, that Beresford and 1 thought it expedient to honor theae cwps by 
calling them to the army, providing otliers for the duties of the city. 
Then, by his influence in the Regency, he delayed, by the discussions on 
this point, all the measures which had been recommended early in the 
summer for the removal of persons, property, and jjrovisions, and render- 
ing useless the mills, till it was too late ; and to him is to be attributed 
the length of time which the French were enabled to remain in the 
country. 

These circumstances brought me into direct discussion with this gen- 
tleman ; and I complained of him to the Prince, in a letter which I wrote 
in December last, and sent open to the Regency, in which 1 told the 
Prince that it was my opinion that it would not be to his advantage to 
retain Principal Sousa and me in his service at the same time. To this 
letter the Prince has sent an answer whi<!h shows that intrigue is liard at 
work in Brazil. 

However, upon all this I should he indifferent, ns it must be indifferent 
to me who are the Governors of the Kingdom, only that things arc grow- 
ing to such a state as to threa‘en the existence of the country, if the 
French should be able again to invade it. We can got the government 
to do nothing. All the departments of the army are worse than useless. 
The army is not near complete ; indeed we have not 20,000 Portuguese 
troops in the field ; and some circumstances liave occurred lately whicli 
have demonstrated the positive danger resulting from the system on winch 
we are acting to such a degree, as to induce me i tell our government 
that it was my opinion that the British army ought not to be exposed 
to it, if the Frencli should again be able to get the superiority in the 
country. 

Forjaz has sent in liis resignation ; Mr. Stuart no longer attends the 
Regency. I have no intercourse with them ; and 1 think this country will 
be lost, should the French be again able to attack it, if we cannot re-esta- 
blish the influence of Great Britain (not of ) in the coun- 

cih of Brazil. After all tliat you have done here, this account will not 
be very pleasing to you ; but it is perfectly true, and I assure you that 1 
have not exaggerated the consequences which are likely to follow from 
this state of things. The worst is, that I don’t know how they can be 
remedied. The removal of Principal Sousa from the government would 
not now answer ; and I don’t know what will, excepting a radical change 
of system in the government, as well here as in Brazil. 

P.S. I hope that the people in England will not be out of temper with 
the loss in Beresford’s action with Soult : it was owing to the Spaniards, 
who could not be moved. Beresford was rather in a hurry in making his 
returns, and nearly all the men returned missing have since joined their 
regiments. 

U'o till* Rt. Hon. Lord Eldon, Lord Hi(;h Chancellor. Elvas, 25tli May, 1811. 

1 have bad the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 29tb 
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April, in wliicli your Lordship enclosed the resolutions of the House of 
Lords of the 2Gth April, expressing the approbation of their Lordships of 
tlie conduct of the army under my command, during the late campaign in 
Portugal, which I have communicated, according to your Lordship’s 
desire, lo tlie allied British and Portuguese armies. 

The approbation of the House of Lords must be highly gratifying to 
the General officers and officers, by whose able assistance and support, and 
to the troops, by whose good conduct, discipline, and bravery (under Pro- 
vidence), the service has been performed, which their Lordships have 
been pleased to distinguish in this manner ; and I request your Lordship 
to convey to the House of Lords the expression of my gratitude for the 
favor with which they have been pleased to view my endeavors to serve 
His Majesty, and for the higli honor which their Lordships have conferred 
upon me. I likewise request your Lordship to accept my acknowledg- 
ments for the handsome terms in which your Lordship has conveyed to 
me the sentiments of the House of Lords. 

[A /etter tn neatly thr name terms to the /?/. lion, C Abbott, Speaker of the House of 
Commons ] 


The A O. to J, P. Hoys, I sq.. Deputy Paymaster General, 25tl> May, 1811, 

1 uiii directed by the Uoniiimndei of the Forces to state to you that, in conse- 
quence of the uuiiiber of wounded officers at Coiinbr.i, and entire ly without 
money, his Excellency judges it necessary, although it should appear out of the 
legular course, that you should advance a sum of money, £100 Rtorling, to Capt. 
Kipping, the Coniinamhint at that station. 'Jbis sum will be distributed us he rna) 
tliiiik propel, taking the leccipts of the several officers to whom he may adv^ance 
any money; and Cant. Kippiiig will send }ou an account of his issues, wliuli \ou 
will he pleased to charge to the accounts of the pa) masters of the regiments to 
wliich the ufficeis shall belong. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R Siwicer, K B. Elvos, 2Clii May, 1^*11, luMin. 

1 have just now received your letter of the 24th. 

1 shall be obliged to you if you will desire Gen. Howorth to report par 
ticularly on the 8 pounders you mention as being in Almeida, wlicther our 
9 pounder shot will fit them ; and whether he has, in that part of the 
country, or can get, horses to liorse llicni . if he has not, 1 think he had 
better make arrangements to send tliem down to Coimbra by bullocks, 
and tliencp to Lisbon by sea. 

I don’t yet understand what the French are about on your side : I 
should think a movement towards the Tagus the most probable ; hut this is 
not yet quite clear, and their preparation of biscuit at such a distance as 
Llcrcna does not look like it. 

T4) the Earl of Liverpool. Klvae, 26th Ma>, 1811. 

I received by the last mail the duplicate of your letter of the 28th 
April, respecting Santofia; and by the messenger afterwards, the original ; 
to which I should have replied by the opportunity which immediately 
offered in the departure of Lieut. Col. Arbuthnot, if my letter of the 7th 
inst. had not contained an opinion on Uie principle of the operation 
proposed. * 

1 have no doubt of the utility of such an* establishment on the northern 
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coast, as it is proposed to have at Santona ; but I believe you will find 
that the demands for your force in this country, and at Cadiz, are fully 
equal to what you can supply ; and I am convinced that not a imin that 
could be sent here ought to be diverted to any other part of the Peninsula 
It is impossible to say, without knowing more of the ground than I do 
(for I have no plan), whether the number of men you propose to send to 
Santona would be able to hold the ground till it could be so strengthened 
as to render the tenure of it quite secure. From Gen. Walker’s report 
and opinion, I should say that 4000 men would be able to hold it, and I 
have no doubt, from the descrijition, that it might be made so strong as 
to be almost impregnable ; but 1 would beg to refer your Lordship to 
one of the enclosures, viz., the letter from Capt. Birch, of the Ist Sept. 
1808, and you will see from his description of the peninsula and the 
harbour, that even when the former shall be secured, parts of it, and the 
whole of the harbour, will be exposed to fire from the opposite shore ; afid 
indeed this opinion appears confirmed by Capt. Dighy’s report on the 
harbour of Santona of the 14th Se})t. 1808. 

If it be correct, then, wc should have possession, when we sliould have 
fortified it, only of this barren peninsula, with which the communication 
would be difficult by sea, us wc could not use the harbour ; and with which 
the communication would be in>possible by land, if the enemy sliould 
maintain near it a superior force to that which we should have within it. 
The proposal to occupy Santona, however, is founded upon a notion that 
the whole of the neighbouring provinces would immediately rise in arms ; 
and that this place would immediately be the centre and foundation of 
their operations. I should be inclined to doubt this effect of our occup)- 
ing this place ; and, whatever might be the case ♦ /entually, 1 have no 
doubt that in the first instance your force would have to stand Uie attack 
of whatever troops Bessieres would bring against them. There is now 
here a very good officer, Gen. Abadia, who is going to command in Galicia, 
and I shall turn his mind to this operation. 1 shall desire him to consult 
witli Gen. Walker, or the British agent at Coruna, respecting the means 
required, and the troops which he must furnish ; and when the experiment 
shall have been tried in this way, your Lordship will be able to determine 
whether you will give any or what support to the establishment which 
will be formed there. 


The A.G, to Dr. F^ancky Inspector of hospitals. 26tb May, 181 1. 

Mr. Briscall having represented again to the Commander of the Forces the 
circumstance of the men at Klvas, Lisbon, &c., being all buried, in a state of 
nudity, in one large pit or grave, and as it would be desirable so far to remedy 
tliis as to provide soinc old blankets or coarse canvas for the bodies, I am 
desired by his Excellency to call your attention to this subject, and request that 
you will communicate with the Purveyor aecordingly, to ascertain if no mode can 
be devised of burying the soldiers in a more decent manner. If they caii he 
furnished in any mode with old blankets, or coarse canvas, or old sacks, directions 
iiiigbt be given os to their being interred in separate graves, which would be more 
consonant to the usual practice, and not offend the delicacy of the inhabitants of 
Lisbon, which Mr. Briscoll strongly observes on. It appears to me that it may 
easily be managed for the soldiers to be decently buried at no great expense. 

E 2 



.02 


PORTUGAL. 


To Lieut. (Jen. Hill. Elvus, 27tli May, 1811. 

1 am very gl.id to hoar that you are returned in good healtli, and I hopi* 
tliat we ehnll see you soon. 

\ou will have heard of events here, which I }ioj)e will enable us to 
obtain possession of Badajoz, upon which wc are busily employed. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sii R. S|)eiic<’r, K..B. Elvas, 27tb May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 25th, 6 r.M. ; and 1 enclose an answer 
for Capt. , which I beg you to peruse, and forward to him. 

1 don’t think it clear that the Frenci' have moved more troops yet from 
tiie Tormes than the battalions of the 9th corps. However, there can be 
no inconvenience in the movements which you have made, as the 1st and 
Light divisions will be as near their positions on the ground pointed out 
in my memorandum of the Kith, almost as they would be where they 
w<'re before, and equally near their provisions, which must come from 
Celorico. 

P.S. Notliing new here. The heavy dragoons cut up some of the 
enemy on the 25th. 

To Bug. Geii Peacock c El van, ItTlh May, IS II. 

Orders will go by this occasion for the 11th light dragoons, to march to 
this place, as soon as they shall be disembarked and ])repared to move. T 
am excessively anxious that this regiment should reach the army in good 
(»rder; and I pailicuhiily request you to point out to the Commanding 
officer how much the condition of his liorscs will depend upon the atten- 
ti(»n paid to them by tlie officers and men on their first arrival, and on t]»e 
care with which tliey are at first moved. 

Great attention should likewise be paid to the mode of feeding and 
watering the horses, as j)ointed out repeatedly in General Orders; and I 
recommend that inquiry should be made from tlie officers of dragoons, and 
veterinaiy surgeons at Jjisbon, regarding the mode of treating the prevail- 
ing disorder among the horses in this country, in case those of the llth 
should be attacked with it on the march. Great attention should like- 
wise be paid to the backs of the horses ; they will otherwise suffer very 
materially. 

To the Commissary General. Elvas, 27tli May, 1811. 

I gave directions some time ago that the Engineer should construct 
certain jetties at Fort S. Julian for the convenience of embarking and 
disembarking stores there, and he was to be assisted by means from the 
arsenal by Col. Fava, of the Portuguese engineers, for this service. 1 
request you to pay Col. Fava, from time to time, for such articles as he 
may supply, upon certificates, signed by the British Engineer, of the re- 
ceipt of the articles supplied, and charged for by Col. Fava. 

To Dcp. Gommissaiy G«*n. . Elvas, 27th May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 25th ; and 1 beg that you will put in 
writing such complaints as you may have to make of Mr. Kennedy, and I 
shall decide what I will do with then^ 
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It is proper that 1 should inform you that the report of you, which I 
made to Col. Gordon, was not founded on any complaint received of you 
from Mr. Kennedy. 1 made that report because the service had suffered, 
and is now suffering, the greatest inconvenience, owing to delays in that 
part of the department of which you were the head ; and from which post 
I ordered that you might be removed, from a thorough convictifin, which 
has since proved to be well founded, that the service would be still further 
embarrassed if you continued to conduct it. As I made no reflection upon 
your character, excepting it can be called a reflection to report that you 
were not able to conduct a very complicated branch of business, to which 
you were entirely unaccustomed, I don’t think that any necessity existed 
for informing you that you were removed at my suggestion; but as you 
have been so informed, 1 have no objection to state to you that 1 had no 
wish to do you an injury, and that 1 hjive no doubt that you are perfectly 
competent to conduct tliose branches of llie commissariat to which you 
have been accustomed, in those scenes in which you have hitherto served. 

Ilis Majesty’s government, and tlie British public, will not hear excuses 
for failures in this country ; and it is my husine^ss to take care, where there 
is any failure in any department, not to emjdoy again the person who is 
the cause of it; and in instances in which the officer who fails is of high 
rank and stand ing in respcc^ to others, as you are, there is no remedy ex- 
cepting to remove him from this country to one with the service of whicl] 
he may be better acquainted, and in which failure may be less critical than 
it is in this. 

P.S. 1 have to mention that I have received no letter from you except 
ing that of the 2r)th inst. 

7%« A.U, to the Officer commanding 45/A regt, 27th May, ibll. 

As 1 understuiul fniiii a coiiimuiiication that you had witli an oflicer of iiiy 
department, tiiat the officers t)f the 45th regt. were desirous of no further stej)s 
being taken against Mr. llurke, late of that corp.s, and as this geiitleiuun uppcwirs to be 
superseded by the Gazette^ I have represented the circuinstaiiceb to his Jixcellency 
the Coininnnder of the Forces. He has been ple.ised to direct, in eoinj)li.iiii ( 
with your wishes, that Mi. Hiirke may ]»roceed to Knglaiid, or ebe where, on lii>- 
own avocations, lie being no longer in Uic situation of an officer belonging to tins 
army. 

The A,G, to Capt. Tutk>rj Bcl'in. 27th May, 1811. 

1 have had the honor to lay your letter and requesi; to be removed from yoni 
command before the Commander of the Forces. Uis Excellcn.cy i egrets that uL 
the present moment, and under the actual circumstances of the army, he cannot 
accede to your wishes, hut will consider them on the first favorable opportunity 
tliat shall occur. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Sjieiiuer, K.B. Kivos. May, 1811. 

1 have just received your letter of the 26th ; from which I learn that 
you had moved hack the troops which you had moved to Penamacor, with 
the exception of those 1 had ordered to move. You will have ^ecn from 
my letter of yesterday that 1 considered them, under all circumstances, 
equally well placed at Penamacor as at their original stations. However, 
I don’t consider it certain that Mariiiont’s troops have moved from the 
Tormes, as reported by Don dulian on the 24th, notwithstanding the respect 
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I have for Don Julian. I have this day ordered some dragoons to move 
to Carla, where they will be in rear of your riglit instead of the rear of 
your left, equally well foraged, and some marches nearer me. 

It appears that the French are tolerably well informed at Ciudad Rod- 
rigo. However, we cannot help that. I liope that my letter, which tliey 
expected,* will help to deceive them. 

Ashworth’s brigade were to have marched with Howard’s brigade, and 
the Commissary of the latter was to have fed them. 1 don’t know how 
this is arranged now, but I will speak to the Commissary Gen. on the 
subject. 

To RiiK. Geu. Peacockc. Elvas, 2Rth May, 1611. 

I have received your letter of the 26th ; and I beg that you will tell Col. 
I’isher that it is very desirable that every horse or mule at Lisbon, at all 
capable of rendering any service, should be sent to Abrantes; and there- 
fore that I desire that such of the old, worn out, and convalescents which 
he mentions, as may he capable of performing service of only a few days, 
may be s<»nt to Abrantes, according to my former directions. 

To Vice Ailii). the lion. G. Berkeley. Elvas, 28tli May, 1811. 

In answer to your letter of the 26th inst., I have to inform you that the 
St»c. of State has not informed me which of the services for the horse trans- 
ports, detailed in iny letter of the 22d inst., ought to have the priority ; 
l)ul as yon mention that several horse transports have been sent to Ply- 
mouth, mid as there will he al Cork for embarkation what we must require, 
viz., horses for the artillery and the cavalry, I conceive that it will be de- 
sirable tliat the number stated should be sent in the first instance to Cork. 

To Major Geii. Ilowortli. Elvas, 29tli May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 26th. I have no objection to your 
witlidrawing all the British and German artillery from the works in front 
of Lisbon, the officer in command of them taking care to give notice to 
the Engineers severally in charge of the works of his department, in order 
that they may take measures to have the works occupied, and the ordnance 
and ammunition guarded by the Ordenanza. 

To Major Gen. Howortli. Elvas, 29th May, 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 26th inst., enclosing 
returns of the ordnance and ammunition found in Almeida ; and I am very 
much obliged to you, and very sensible of the pains taken by Col. Robe, 
Major May, and the officers and soldiers of the artillery, to perform this 
service. 

« 

To Vice Alim, tiu* lion. G. Berkeley^ Elvas, 29Ui May, 1811. 

1 have just received your letter of the 2'Ith ; and having conversed, on 
the subject to which it relates, with the Commissary Gen., he says that 
lie has given no authority whatever to any officer of the Commissariat to 
make such a ])urchase as it has been Reported to you an officer of the 
Commissariat is making of a vessel in Tagus : 1 therefore trust that 
you liave been misinformed. 
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I am much obliged to you for the account of the arrival of the 1 1th 
liglit dragoons. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Elvaa, 29th Maj, IRll, 9 a.m. 

1 have received your letter of the 27th, in the afternoon ; and I am 
obliged to you for the intelligence from Capt. Grant, which confirms the 
notion which I had, that the enemy had not made any serious movement 
this way, excepting the battalions of the 9th corps. 

In respect to Almeida, the Portuguese government propose to repair 
the place entirely eventually, and in the mean time to occupy it as a post ; 
in order to do this, it will be necessary to remove the rubbish from the 
ditch, and the Portuguese government are sending men and tools to per- 
form this work, and Beresford has ordered militia to occupy the place. 
Although Mr. French was em])loyed to survey and report upon the 
existing state of the place, and Col. Fletcher gave him an opinion, which 
it was intended he should convey to the Pr ituguese engim»ers, regarding 
the mode of rendering it a post for the present, 1 was desirous of avoiding 
that any of the British engineers, or any of the regular troops of liie 
army, should be employed either in setting it to rights, or in occupying 
it, excepting the latter only, till the militia garrison should arrive ; and 
for this reason I never tumbled you upon the subject, intending to 
write to you about it w'hen all should be prepared by the Portuguese 
authorities, as well for setting it to rights as for occupying it. My 
reason for this was, that knowing that it might he necessary to dhandon 
Almeida before it could be put to rights, either to prosecute our views 
in this quarter, or that you might collect your troops as staled i»^ my 
memorandum of the 15th inst., T did not Mi<4l to be embarrassed by 
having regular troops to take care of Almeida, or, on the other hand, to 
incur Uie disgrace of abandoning an object which 1 had manifested an 
intention of occupying. I think, therefore, it will be best to leave 
matters as they are at Almeida, keeping Pack’s brigade there, and there- 
abouts, till the militia shall arrive to take their post ; unless you should 
find it necessary to collect your force and withdraw, as pointed out in tlie 
memorandum of the 15th inst. 

You may depend upon it that, although I may not have leisure to give 
instructions upon more points than it is necessary you should attend to, 
my mind has been made up, and a plan formed, upon every point that can 
occur ; and, generally speaking, it is desirable that, until you shall hear 
from me, you should not make any alterations in the general situation of 
affairs, not adverted to in my memorandum of the 15th inst. 

P.S. There is nothing new here. 

Memoiandum for Capt. Gens. Caitanos and Blake, the Q. M. Gen., and Maiblial Sir 

W. C. Beresford, K.U. Elvas, 2*Jth Ma) IRII. 

All the preparations being made, it is intended to break ground before 
Badajoz to-morrow, on both sides of the river Guadiana ; and it is de- 
sirable that, as long as the enemy shall remain at and in the neighbour- 
hood of Llerena, the following disposition should be made of the allied 
armies : 
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The infantry and artillery of the allied British and Portuguese army 
(with the exception of that part of both employed at the siege) to be at 
Almendralejo and in that neighbourhood ; and the allied British and Portu- 
guese cavalry at Ribera, together with the cavalry of the 5th Spanish army, 
under the Condo de l^ennc Villemur, observing the roads leading from 
Llereiia by Usagre. It is proposed, that the infantry and artillery of the 
5th Spanish army, and the infantry and artillery of the corps immediately 
under his Excellency Gen. Blake, should be cantoned in the villages 
extending from S^^ Marta towards Barcarrota on their right, and com- 
municating on their left with the allied British and Portuguese infantiy 
at Solana. The advanced guard should not be farther on than Zafra, with 
Gen, Blake’s cavalry at Bienvenida and Calzadilla, observing the roads 
towards Monasterio and Llcrcria, and communicating on the left with the 
cavalry of the 5th army and the allied British and Portuguese cavalry. 

In case the enemy should advance again in force, it will be desirable 
again to collect the whole force of the allies about Albuera; and, ac- 
cording to this proposed distribution, the whole of the infantry will he 
within one easy march of that place, excepting tlie infantry which his 
Excellency (len. Blake may think proper to place at Zaf»'a, which can 
easily join him by Feria, &c., and the whole of the cavalry within one 
forced, or two easy marches. 

It is very desirable that the General officers commanding the several 
corps of troops in advance should endeavor to ascertain the enemy’s force 
about Llerena ; acquiring, if possible, a knowledge of the number of the 
several regiments of which it is composed, and of the several squadrons and 
battalions in each, and of the names of the General officers commanding. 
If the enemy should withdraw from Llerena, it will be in the power of 
the allied troops, not employed in tlic siege of Badajoz, to canton them- 
selves more with a view to their convenience than they can under ex- 
isting circumstances ; keeping, however, the great body of the infantry 
within two, and the advanced guards of the infantry and the cavalry Within 
three marches of the ground at Albuera. In this case it is proposed that 
the Conde de Penne Villemur’s cavalry should occupy Llerena, and 
observe the enemy in that quarter ; the infantry of the advanced guard 
of his Excellency Gen, Blake’s corps at Monasterio, with his Excellency 
Gen, Blake’s cavalry observing the road through the mountains, and his 
advanced guard communicating with the Conde de Penne Villemur. 

As the object of all tlie operations of the allied armies is the siege of 
Badajoz, it is desirable that nothing should be undertaken which can 
divert the attention of any from tliat object ; and that, if necessary, the 
whole should collect in a position in which the armies have already 
acquired the greatest glory^ by which the operation can be covered, if it 
should be possible to continue it ; or the siege can be raised, if it should 
be necessary to raise it. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Elvas, 2nth May, 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving ^our letters of the 9th inst., and of 
the 24th and 25th (Nos. 7 and 8). » 

You will. see by my letter to Mr. Wellesley of this date, that 1 have 
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persevered in the siege of Badajoz, of which town I hope to be able to 
obtain possession, before the enemy can be in force to relieve it. I ac- 
knowledge that I have very little faith in distant diversions, and am very 
much of opinion, that if it is an object with Soult to collect another 
army to make a second attempt to relieve Badajoz, he will not be pre- 
vented by any diversion that may be made. If, however, he should be 
wavering in his opinion upon the subject, and should be inclined to wait fur 
the arrival of tlie battalions of the 9tli corps, which I know are on tlieir 
march from Castille, the appearance of our troops on the coast might 
have the effect of inducing linn to delay his movement till their arrival, 
before which time I hope that the fate of Bada]oz must be decided. Under 
these circumstances, 1 am anxious that you should adopt any one of the 
modes which you propose which you may think will have most effect, and 
will expose your own force the least, to alarm the enemy for his situation 
before Cadiz or for the security of Seville 

My opinion is, that the allied armies are not now sufficiently strong, 
particularly in cavalry, to atteinjit the relief of Cadi? ; and they cannot be 
made so for some time, and not at all with any safety to our communica- 
tion with Jdfebon, until we shall have more effectually secured the frontier 
of Old Castillo. I mention this to you at present, in order that you may 
not turn your attention to Sar Lucar, in preference to any other point at 
which you might think your appear«ince would create an earlier or a more 
general alarm. I assure you that there is nothing I am more anxious for 
than to have your personal assistance. 

I understand that the French have but few prisoners of ours in their 
hands, nearly all the missing having joined their regiments ; and I think 
you will do well to send to England tJie prisOi ers you mention. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Klvas, 29th Muy, 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the 2.5th inst , containing Lord Wel- 
lesley's dispatch of the 18th April, with postscript, directing you to retjuire 
that the command of the Spanish troops in this nnd in other provinces of 
S]>ain should be given to me; upon which you desire to have my ojiinicni. 
I have no doubt whatever that the Spanish government will not comply 
with this requisition ; and from all that 1 see and hear, I am convinced 
that the demand will tend to interrujit much of the harmony and good 
will which exist among us at present. 

To tell you the truth, also, 1 think that the ])lan does not go far enough. 
Tt IS impossible to expect to discipline troops without paying them ; 
British officers, of all others, could not effect that object, nor indeed could 
they be expected to serve with the Spanish troops without pay or reward 
of any description. I think, therefore, that the plan, even if consented 
to, would not give discipline to the Spaniards, would indispose towards us 
all the principal officers of the army, and of course their adherents and 
followers in the several armies ; and we should probably not have so much 
effective control over their operations, or so much assistance as we may 
expect under the existing arrangement ; but it is probable that the demand 
would not be acceded to by the government, and therefore, on every 
ground, it is my opinion that it ought not to be made. 
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You will have Been, hy my letter and dispatch of the 23d inst , the real 
state of the fact regarding tlie Spanish troops in the action. There is no 
doubt that they fought bravely ; but they want the power of movement, 
which they can acquire only by the instruction of the ofBeers, from the 
heads of the army to those of the lowest rank. 

We break ground at Badajoz to-morrow, and we hope to get the place 
in a few days. If we don’t succeed in a few days, we shall not succeed 
at all, as the 17 or 19 battalions, and some cavalry of the 9th corps, are 
on their march to jbin Soult, and I think will join him the second week 
in June, I shall be much obliged to you if you will not allow people at 
Cadiz to run away with the notion that, when we shall get possession of 
Badajoz, we shall relieve Cadiz. We cannot attempt that operation with- 
out having our whole army, and we cannot bring our army without being 
more secure on the side of Castille. However, if we can hold our su- 
periority throughout the summer, I think that we may make the attempt. 

I received your letter of th(* 9th ; and I now enclose that of Lord Liver- 
pool, towhicli my dispatch of the 23d April referred. 

P.S. Tell Graham that 1 shall send Capt. Walpole back to him. 


To Major Gen. the Hon W. Stewarl Belw<*cn KIvm and Badajor, 30fli May, 1811, 6^ p.m. 

I have received your letter, 3 p.m., of the 28th, and Lord FitzRoy Somer- 
set has shown me that of noon yesterday. Col. Murray will have written 
to Sir W. Erskinc instructions on the subject to which yours relate. 

We are not in Estremadura to save the country from the plunder of the 
French, but to obtain pobsession of Badajoz : the attention of all must be 
directed to this object; and I have no intention to engage in any affair of 
any description, in any situation more advanced than Albuera, to save this 
siege. At the same time, 1 don't mean that the allied troops should give 
up any ground which it is not necessary they should give uj), owing to the 
superiority of the enemy’s force, and that they should retire gradually 
upon Albuera, obtaining, as far as it may be in their power, a knowledge 
of the enemy’s force in their front. 


To Uie Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 30th May, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dispatch, No. 25, of 
the 16th inst. 

Your Lordship will have observed, from the dispatches of His Majesty’s 
minister at Lisbon to the Sec. of State for Foreign Affairs, that Mr. Stuart 
did not consider himself authorised (nor did 1) even to announce to the 
Portuguese government the recent increase of the subsidy, till he should 
have prevailed upon them to introduce such reforms in ^e several civil 
departments of the Portuguese army, as should insure to the army and to 
the cause all the benefits of the increase of aid, which H. R. H. the Prince 
Regent had been authorised by the vote of Parliament, and had it in con- 
templation to afford to them. And your Lordship will have observed with 
concern, from the same correspondcni^e, not only that the local govern- 
ment of Portugal have declined to make the reforms which have been 
recommended to them in detail by Marshal Sir W. Beresford and me, 
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but that they declare they are not authorised by the Prince Regent of 
Portugal to make them. 

I have already taken occasion to apprise your Lordship that the great 
evil in Portugal is a want of money. The local government have no 
money to pay their servants, or those employed by them in any depart- 
ment, and they possess no influence over them ; and the occurrences of 
the last few years have excited such a desire in the leading men in the 
government to acquire popularity by all means, that it is impossible to 
persuade them to exert the authority which the laws oi tlieir own regula- 
tions give them, in any instance of neglect, disobedience, or delinquency, 
by any public servant. 

Owing to the difficulties in obtaining specie for the payment of the 
expenses in the Peninsula, even of the British army, the increase of the 
subsidy (if the King’s minister considered himself authorised to announce 
it) would not increase the pecuniary means of Uie Portuguese govern- 
ment. The advances would be made, in kind, of articles for which, 1 
tliink, there is reason to believe that the local government in Portugal 
have not paid hitherto, Uie troops having seized many articles for their 
subsistence and equipment in a very irregular manner, for which no pay- 
ment bos ever been made by the government. The distressed state* of the 
country, in the existing seat of the war, will no longer afford supplies in 
this irregular manner; and I imagine that the advances, in kind, on 
account of the new subsidy, will only make up for those supplies hereto- 
fore irregularly plundered from the country. 

Indeed this fact is strongly proved by the existing distress of the Por- 
tuguese government. More than half of the active Portuguese army are 
now fed by the British commissariat ; but notvv ifhstanding this arrange- 
ment, which it would be supposed would relieve all the pecuniary diffi- 
culties of the Portuguese government, they appear to have increased; 
and their demands for money are more urgent than previous to this 
arrangement, which was attended by a bargain that the expense of these 
{irovisions should be stopped out of the subsidy ; and 1 know that the 
payments to tlie array, and to all the departments, are now in arrear to an 
unexampled degree. 

Even if the King’s minister considered himself authorised to increase 
the subsidy, I doubt whether I could with propriety authorise the issue of 
increased money payments by the Commissary Gen. to the King’s 
minister ; and therefore it has always appeared to me that the (u^ly chance 
the Portuguese government had of being extricated from their pecuniary 
difficulties was to increase their own pecuniary resources to the utmost 
extent, as well by opening new sources of revenue as by the improvement 
of the old, and by the general reform of the numerous abuses which pre- 
vailed in all the departments of tlie government, particularly in the col- 
lection of the revenue. 

The unfortunate desire to acquire and retain a low and vulgar popu- 
larity, and to please and flatter the lower orders, which has characterised 
almost every man who has appeared in a conspicuous situation throughout 
the recent events in Spain and Portugal, prevented the adoption of any of 
these measures till very lately , and 1 believe that some inefficient mea- 
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surcs have been adopted upon these subjects, which, if they should ever 
produce any, can produce no effect for some montlis ; and in the mean 
time the pecuniary distresses of the government are increasing daily, are 
undermining their strength and authority, and will end by overwhelming 
every thing. 

From tliis detail your Lordship will observe that tliere is no permanent 
remedy for these evils, excepting a change of system by the local govern- 
ment ; and no temporary remedy, excepting the advance to them of a large 
sum of money in specie to relieve their immediate distresses. 

Your Lordship will have been apprised, by my dispatch of the 8th inst., 
of the measures which 1 liad adopted to assist and relieve the Portuguese 
commissariat, and of the measures which I had recommended to tlie 
government for the reform of all the civil departments of the army ; with 
which recommendations, as 1 liave above stated, the government have not 
complied, 1 don’t think I should improve the concern by placing at the 
head of it English Commissaries. In truth, the great difficulty consists 
in want of money, and want of authority to enforce obedience tt) regula- 
ti()ns ; and I fear that there is no English Commissary who could find a 
remedy for these difficulties 

To llie Sail of Livripool. Quinta d<* Giauicha, near Elvav, 30th May, 1811. 

We invested Badajoz on the 25th inst., on the right of the Guadiana; 
and the ordnance and stores for the siege having been brought forward, we 
broke ground last night. 

The enemy have retired their main body upon Llcrcna, and hpld the 
advanced posts of their cavalry at Usagre. 

I enclose tlic copy of the report of Major Gen. the Hon. W. Lumlcy, 
of a very gallant affair of the cavalry near that place on the 25th.* The 

♦ Major Geii. Hon. W. Lundey to Marshal Reresford. Camp near Usagre, 20th May, 1811. 

As wUl have been stated to you yesterday vei bully by the officer I sent fri iliat 
purpose, 1 have the honor to acquaint you, that having, as 1 before repoicecl, 
driven the enemy’s rear guard from Usagre, I occu]>ied that post on the night of 
the 24th, by ])laciiig the Spanisli troops in front of the town, with their tiradores 
well in advance towards the enemy, and the Portuguese and llritisli cavalry, with 
the four (3 pounders, in rear of the place ; a small brook, hollow and deep ravine, 
and narrow defile being on this side of tlic town. About 6 o’clock yesterday 
morning it was reported to me that the enemy’s cavalry were advancing in force, 
and that there was reason to believe they were accompanied by artillery and 
infantry. Conceiving reports might exaggerate the fact, and not wishing to yield 
tlie post to inferior numbers, the 13th light dragoons and Col. Otway’s Portuguese 
brigade of cavalry were ordered across uie ravine to the left of the town, through 
the narrow fords and passes which had been previously rccuiiiiailred, and Brig- 
Gen. Madden’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry in like manner to the right, with 
orders to retire by the same passes if necessary, the heavy brigade of British with 
the guns being still in reserve behind the town. 

Upon the nearer approach of the enemy it was evident they were advancing 
with tlic whole of their cavalry, and 5 or 6 heavy guns (S pounders). This I eing 
ascertained, and upon opening their first gun, the line was ordered to retire, which 
they did slowly, in excellent order, and without loss ; the Spanish troops filing on 
the main road, through the town, which had been left open for them. A smart 
cannonade now commenced from the qj^positc heights, the superiority of numbers 
and weight of metal decidedly in favor the enemy ; but the superior skill and 
well directed aim of Capt. Lefevre and his corps, with only four 0 pounders, was 
most ])re-uininciitly conspicuous. The enemy now coniniittcd a most daring 
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Major Genornl has roporicd that lie rp(!iMvoJ very preat assistanco upon 
this occasion from Major Holmes, of the 3(1 drap^oon guards, who was 
acting in the department of the Adj. Gen., and from Lieut. Ilcathcote, 
who was acting in the department of the Q. M. G., as well as from tlie 
oflScera mentioned in his report. 

As the object of the troops in Estremadura is to carry on the shige of 

attempt, or rather an error, for wliicli they were severely puiiislicd. In spite of 
2 of our guns, whicli bore directly for a few puces on the road, 3 of their chosen 
regiments, 4tli, 20th, and 26th, dashed through tlie town and foiined rapidly on 
the flank of the 3d dragoon pinirds, whieh corps, cone^-alcd by a small hill, I 
verily believe they did not see, and in front of the 4tli dragoons; themsehes pre- 
senting 2 fronts. A charge of the 3d dragoon guards was at this monieut ordered 
on the right, and a simultaneous movement of the 4th dragoons, directed most 
judiciously by Brig. Gen. Lung at the same moment on the left, where I had re- 
quested him to remain, decided the point. 

The enemy wavered before our cavalry reached them ; hut almost in the same 
instant they were overturned, and apparently annihilated. The uflair took place 
so near the brook and bridge vrhicli immediately leads into the town, and which 1 
bad forbid the cavalry to enter, that it was iinpost^ildc for them to pursue ; it is 
diiiicult therefore to decide upon the enemy’s loss ; many severely wounded 
escaped through the town, others threw themselves off their horses, and escaped 
over the brook and through the gardens; hut besides 78 prisoners, 29 lay dead on 
tlie spot, many were also observed lying dead on the bridge and in tlu' first street ; 
and a peasant reports that from 30 to 60 were sent off wounded to their rear on 
horses and cars. 

I must not omit to state that a portion of the Coiide de Penno Villemur’s 
Spanish cavialry gallantly supported the charge on the left of the 3d dragoon 
guards, as I am infurmed Brig. Gen. Madden’s brigade did on the rij'ht; hut the 
dust caused by tlio charge was so great, 1 was myself unable to observe on tliat 
flunk. 

I am positively assured from the report of the prisoners that the enemy had 
13 regiments of cavalry in the field, which, though not exceeding from 200 to 300 
men each, gave them so great a superiority over the force under iny orders, com- 
posed of 3 nations, many of them as yet hut little known to each other in cavalry 
movements, that 1 feel fully justified in not placing a deep ravine and defile in 
my rear, and attem])ting to defend the town, whicli is only defensible by infantry, 
from an attack on the other side. 

1 have the peculiar satisfaction to add, that the advantage gained has been 
almost bloodless on our part, although occasionally, for a few seconds, of necessity 
exposed to the range of artillery and a charge made against a corps elitf* of the 
enemy, who, on the other hand, visibly suffered from our artillery, in addition to 
those lost in the charge. 

I feel myself under the highest obligation to Brig. Goii. Long for his zealous, 
well timed, and active exertions during the day, as well as for his assistance at all 
times. 

To Brig. Gen. Loy, commanding the Spanish cavalry (the Conde dc Penne Vil- 
Icmur being sick at Villa Franca), and to Brig. Gen. Madden, commanding the 
Portuguese division, I am highly indebted for tlicir readiness in obeying and 
promptitude in executing my orders; to the Hon. Col. Dc Grey, commanding the 
British brigade of heavy cavalry, and to Col. Otway, commanding the I’ortuguese 
brigade, both under the orders of Brig. Gen. Long ; to Col. Lord E. Somerset, 
commanding the 4th dragoons; to Col. Head, commanding the 13tli light dra- 
goons ; to Major Weston, commanding the 3d dragoon guards (Sir G. Culcraft 
being sick at Villa Franca) ; and to Capt. Lefevre, of the Royal Horse Artillery, 
my very heat thanks are due, as well as to every officer and soldier, for the promp- 
titude and steadiness with which eveiy, even retrograde, movement was performed 
in the face of a superior enemy. 

The advantage gained will not only in some degree lessen the enemy’s superior 
cavalry, but will, 1 trust, still further tend to render him fearful and timid m all 
his movements. 
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Badajoz with the utmost activity, and as I have every reason to believe tliat 
the reinforcements of the 9th corps will have arrived at Madrid by the 24th 
or 25th of this month, I have not thought it expedient to delay the opera- 
tions of the siege, in order to drive Marshal Soult further back, having 
reason to hope that he will not attempt to interrupt them till he shall be 
reinforced, and that we may reduce the place to extremities before his 
reinforcements can arrive. 

After the enemy’s reinforcements shall arrive the proportions of force 
will alter, although 1 have ordered further reinforcements from the army 
on the frontiers of Castillc. But at all events, if we should not be able 
to obtain possession of Badajoz in a short time, we shall not he able to 
obtain it at all, as it will not be advisable to expose the soldiers to the 
lieat of the weather of Estremadura and to the labor of the siege in a 
more advanced season. 

The enemy have made no movement in Castille since I addressed you 
last ; but it is generally reported that the * Artncc de Portugal^ is about to 
move towards Avila and the Tagus. From the preparations which have 
been made, I have no doubt that some movement is in contemplation. 

My last accounts from Cadiz arc of the 25th inst. Your Ijordship will 
have received from thence the reports of the fall of Figueras. 

Tu Major Gcu. Pictoii. Quiiita de Groiiicha, 1st June, 1811, p.m. 

I have not been able to take a look at you for these 2 days ; but I hear 
from Major Gordon that Col. Fletcher thinks he shall not be ready to open 
till the 3d, as there was some mistake in the arrival of the working parties 
from Gen. Hamilton’s division last night. 

I hope Uiat the fire which the enemy will bring to-morrow upon the 
batteries which are constructing will not do them so much injury as to 
prevent their opening next day; but, independently of the probable 
increase of difficulty in the ultimate attack upon the place by the delay 
already occasioned, 1 think it not improbable that the batteries will receive 
much damage from the enemy’s fire in the course of the next 24 hours. 
On this account I am most anxious that, if they can at all open to-morrow, 
they should ; at all events, I shall be obliged to you if you will let me 
know the cause of the disappointment of the working parties from Gen. 
Hamilton’s division last night, and if you will urge the General from me 
to take measures to prevent a similar disappointment in future. 

Tu Lieut. Gen. Sir li. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de GraiiicLa, Ist June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 30th, for which 1 am much obliged. 

As soon as the persons ordered by the Portuguese government to work 
at the fort of Almeida shall arrive, the engineers you mention may begin 
to remove the rubbish in the ditch, and to dispose of it as directed in Col. 
Fletcher’s letter to Mr. French and Mr. French will make these gentle- 
men acquainted with the intention 1 had of making Almeida an infantry 


G. O. Quinta in Trout of Elvus, Ibt Juno, 181 1 . 

, — th r<*gf., is to be released from hie confinement, and the Commander of 

tlie Forces frusta, the disgrace which he has suffered^ and risk which he incurred in his 
late intoxication, will prevent a repetition of that vice.* 
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post, tenable against a coup dc maim Two regiments of militia are 
ordered there for a garrison. 

From all the reports which I have received, it appears to me likely that 
the de Portugal will move by its left, and will bring its left upon 

the Tagus. As soon as you shall find that this movement is commenced, 

1 beg you to break up from your present position, and march by your 
right. First bring your right to Penamacor, and your left in the canton • 
inents about Sabugal, with your advanced guard either where it is now, 
if the enemy show nothing about Ciudad Rodrigo, or, if they do, further 
back to Nave d*Aver, or even Alfaiates. 

If you should find that the movement of the enemy is decided, or if 
they should move any troops through the Puerto de Banos, or through the 
Puerto de Perales, you might continue your march, and bring the troops 
to Costello Branco and the neighbouring cantonments. The 5th division 
must remain in the cantonments on the Upper Coo, about Sabugal; and 
Gen. Pack must remain at Almeida and the neighbourhood, till the militia 
garrison shall arrive. One regiment of Barbacena’s cavalry must remain 
with Pack, the other regiment with tlie 5th division. All the British ca- 
valry might move by the road of Belmonte and Caria, if that should be 
convenient, and all the troops march by cantonments. 

We have gone on prosperously hitherto with the siege of Badajoz, and 
without material loss. We shall open our fire, 1 hope, to-morrow, from 
50 pieces of ordnance. 

To Brig. Oen. R. Cruufurd. Quinta de Groniclia, Ist June, IK] 1. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 29th ; and I shall certainly re- 
commend Lieut. Hopkins and Lieut. McCulloch to the Commander in 
Chief for promotion, being thoroughly convinced *)f their merits. 

1 am well aware of Major Ridewood’s merits, and I shall be ha})py to 
have an opportunity of recommending him ; but it would not be doing 
justice to the remainder of the army, when I am allowed to recommend a 
limited number of officers for promotion, if 1 did not recommend some* 
from all ])arts of it; but Major Ridewood is recommended, if other 
arrangements, which I had proposed, are made for the promotion of other 
officers, recommended in the list recently sent home. 

I have long wished to carry into execution a plan of the description 
which you have suggested for the employment of Capt. Stewart, of whoso 
merits 1 entertain a very high opinion ; but this plan must be undertaken in 
concert with Gen. Castaiios, if not with the Spanish government. 1 have 
spoken to the General upon it ; but, notwithstanding his good inclination, I 
could not bring him to a decision ; and 1 rather believe that he, and all the 
Spanish officers, have such decided objection to our interfering with their 
army in any manner, tliat they will not allow of the adoption of any plan, 
of which the result might be to prove the benefit which would be derived 
from our services. 

You will have heard of our concerns here. I hope that we shall open 
our fire from 50 pieces of cannon on Badajoz to-morrow, and that it 
will not hold out long. Our loss in this siege has been very trifling 
hitherto. 
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To Hii Kirt*lln»ry * Stuart Quinta «le Graiiu’lui, I»t JiiiiPy Ifill. 

1 agree with you respecting the siipjtlics to tlie people of Portugal. 
What they want are cattle, carts, seed corn, and sonic umterials for build- 
ing. The firbt, unless sent from Ireland, will require money to purchase 
them. Money we cannot give, and therefore I did not at first mention 
cattle. Nails, tind the rough materials for building, might be brought from 
Knglimd Iikewi.se, which would save money. 

I ajiprove highly Ohioans w'itlHn»t interest, because they give a chance 
for the revival of industry, wdiich is imlf the buttle. lu fact, however, the 
people of Piirtugal have not lost their money so inueh as the articles of 
j»iiiiiary necessity whicit 1 have above mentioned, viz., cattle, carts, seed 
>orn, and materials for huihlina, and iniph^ments of husbandry. 

'I’he country wliich I think leJist likely to recover, because furthest re- 
moved from water convi‘yance, or a district which has not been ruined, is 
the tract to the northward of llie road from Thomar to Leiria, bounded 
on tlie north by lh<‘ road iVoiu Con<lei\u to Ponte da Murcella. It is a 
barren country, having sonn* fruitful valleys in it ; but I fear the people 
in these valleys must starve I believe that in the remainder of the 
country bill little more is required to save the peojile than to open the 
iiairkets, and tti send their jiriests and medieal ]>eo])le with medicines 
among them ; and aid in tin* articles which J have above enumerated will 
entirely re-estaldish tlie country. 

Upper IWira, with tin* exception of tlie country about Guarda and the 
t’tHi, has not sufTcri'd Jiower lleira was ulwrays a had country, at least 
that ]>arl hetween (’-ustello iiranco tuul the Zezere. I have passed tliroiigh 
that ]Kirt between C’astello llranco and tlie Upper Coa three times lately, 
and it has not iniileriully sutfered. 

AVe are getting on well with the siege. Our loss hitherto has been most 
triiliug ; and 1 think we shall op<n our tire to-morrow. 

To thf III. Hun H. \V<*1h*^Ipy. Quinta ih* Graiiicha, 1st June, IRll 

I received this inorning your letter of the ‘28th May ; and J now enclose 
my dl^])atcll to the Sec. of Stale of the 30lh May. 

We are going on very well with the siege. We shall open our fire, 1 
think, to-morrow morning, and, up to this moment, our loss has been very 
small. Notwithstanding (Jen. Castanos’ good inclination, there is not a 
Spanish soldier at the siege ; hut the fact is, that these people have not the 
power of carrying into elfect what they are most aiuvious for. If, how- 
ever, we are obliged to raise the siege again, and have it in our power 
to undertake it again, the Spanish troops must come and work ; for the 
season i.s becoming too liot for the constitution of our northern troops. I 
shall have 2 more brigades of infantry at Cainpo Maior to-morrow and 
next day. 

Let me hear fnun you when you shall get intelligence of any moment 
from before Cadiz. 

I think the title offered to Beresford is a strong proof of the disinclina- 
tion of the Cortes and Spanish govenimcnt to allow us to have any thing 
to say to their army. The honor which it would have been natural to con- 
fer upon him is tin* rank of Captain Gonefal, to which he has a better claim 



PORTUGAL. 


6ft 


than 1 bad, as he commanded the Spanish as well as the other troops in the 
action, which I did not ; but, instead of that, they make him a Marquis of 
Castille, a title which can he purchased by any body. He doubts about 
accepting it ; hut he will not refuse it, unless it should be really a degra- 
dation to accept. 


To Lieut. Gen, Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Quinta da Graiiicha, 2d June, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose an extract of a letter'^df the 10th May, which 

1 have received from the Commander in Chief, announcing tlie arrival of 

2 squadrons of the 12th dragoons at Lisbon, the horses belonging to which 
are to be transferred to the regiments of cavalry in this country, and the 
men are to proceed to Sicily. 

As the casualties which have occurred in the service have materially 
altered the proportions of horses and men in the several regiments since 
the Commander in Chief gave tlie orders in the enclosed letter regarding 
the disposal of these horses, 1 consider it best to direct you to distribute 
these horses among all the regiments in Portugal, in proportion to their 
several wants, and to the means in their possession severally of supplying 
horse appointments for them, selecting for the heavy dragoons (if you 
should think proper to allot any to those regiments) the strongest horses : 
and, adverting to the supply of 80 horses for the 13ih light dragoons, ex- 
pected to arrive, I beg you to be prepared to have charge taken of these 
horses as soon as they shall land at Lisbon, in order that the officers and 
men of the 12th light dragoons may proceed on their voyage to Sicily. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. G>ttOD, Bart Quinta de Granicha, 2d June, 181 1. 

I have the honor to enclose an extract of a letter which I have received 
from the secretary of the Commander in Chief, directing that 3 squadrons, 
or 6 troops, of each of the 3d dragoon guards and 4tli dragoons should be 
kept in this country, and that the officers and non-commissioned officers, 
and such men as there may be supernumerary to the 6 troops, should be 

G. O. Quiuta 111 front of Kivu, 8 il Jutii*. IMll. 

3. The Commander of the Forces requests to hare by refuni of jiust, from the several 
regiments, addressed to the Adj. Geiieim, returns, stating what nurnlier of these nirii are 
mounted and dismounted, and the names of the several General and Stall' officers to whom 
they are attaclied. 

4. The G. O. ujnni this subject are perfectly well known, nnrl it must lie obvious that if 
they had been attended to, so many men could not have (leeii taken from the ranks of the 
cavalry, and the Commander of the Forces n'oucsts the General and StaflF officers of die 
army will send back to the regiments of cavidry the men they may have lieyondUie num- 
bers allowed by the onlers of the army, and Lieut, (^i. Sir 8. Colton is requested here- 
after to rc]K)rt immediately the detention of any soldier of the cavalry by any officer of 
the army. 

5. It is not the intentiou of the Commander of the Forces to prevent tlie General and 
Staff officers of the army from having the assistance of dismounted bikt men from the 
cavalry, if tlie General officer commanding the cavalry is of opinion that they con be 
sparerl from the service of their regiments, and the officers commanding regiments of cavalry 
are disposed to allow them this convenience, but diey must be prepared to forego it, if the 
soldiers of the cavalry are wanted for any cavalry service whatever. 

8. The Commander of the Forces requests the Comnmidirig officers of regiments of 
cavalry to adopt every means in their power to keep and increase the effective strength of 
their regiments. 

9. Mounted dragoons should not be allowed to attend baggage, or to lead camp kettle 
mules, when there are so many men dismounted in every regiment, and this practice ia 
positively forbid. 

VOL. V. 
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sent home in the 7tli and 8th troops, or 4th squadron. I beg you accord- 
ingly to give directions that the private men of these 2 regiments may be 
formed into 6 trm>)M, each consisting of 5 serjeants, one trumpeter, and 
82 R. and F. ; and that the officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri- 
vates, who may be above that number in this country, may be sent home 
in the *Itb and 8th troops, or 4th squadron. Tlie Commanding officers of 
regiments will select to be sent home the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates, least fit for active service. 

To Lisut. Oeiu Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Quinta de Graiiicha, 2d June, 1^11. 

I enclose a letter of the 10th May from Lieut. Col. Torrens, on the sub- 
ject of the purchase of certain horses in England, for the use of the officers 
of the British cavalry in this country, which horses I expect will have 
arrived at Lisbon by this time. The prime cost of these horses having 
been £50, it is necessary that those who shall receive them should pay for 
them £00 ea( h, in order to cover the expenses and losses by the public 
which may be incurred in their transport to Portugal. The money must 
he paid to the Commissary Gen., upon the receipt of the horses, by tliose 
to whom they will he allotted. It is desirable that every officer in the 
Britibli cavalry should have at least one English horse, and these horses are 
to bo distributed to the officers doing duty with the regiments, 3d dragoon 
guards, Royal dragoons, 4th dragoons, 1st hussars, K.G.L., 13th, 14th, and 
lOth light dragoons, generally of the lowest ranks, who are utijirovidcd with 
English liorses, provided they wish to have them at the price fixed uj)on 
them. I beg you to give directions that these horses may be taken charge 
of at the dej)/)t at Belem as soon as they shall be landed, in order that the 
men of the 3d dragoons, who will come out in charge of them, may be 
sent hack to England, and that you will give such directions as you may 
think proper for the disposal of them to the several legiments. 

To liieut. Sir II. Sjieiutr, K B. Qunita cle Cinmlcho, 2d June, 181 1 

You will see by my letter of yesterday, that I did not make a had 
guess of tlie enemy’s prolmhle movement, as described in the letter from 
our friends of the 28tli, enclosed in yours of the 31st. 

I think it desirable that the military chest which is at Cclorico should 
be moved to Guarda, in order to be in readiness to move upon Castello 
Branco, as well as the reserves of ammunition. I understand there is 
niom 7 to pay to the 24th May, and I think you will do well to order the 
estimates to that day to he discharged. 

We did not open our fire this day, as was expected; but I understand 
we ihall certainly to-morrow. There is nothing new. 

To Bng. Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de Granicha, 2d June, 1811. 

I liave the honor to enclose a list of the names of certain medical offi- 
cers of the French army , prisoners on board tlie 

frigate, who I request may be detained at Lisbon, in order to attend a 
number of wounded officers and soldiers of the French army, who will be 
sent down there. * 
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To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de Granicha, 3d June, 

I received this morning your letter of the Slat, and have communicated 
with Beresfurd as to the paragraphs in the Cadiz gazette, respecting the 
battle of Albuera. He and 1 agree that there is very little in these para- 
graphs deserving attention ; that, at all events, it is desirable that nutln’ng 
should be said or written on our ]>art8 to disturb tlie harmony now t‘xist- 
ing between us and the Spaniards ; and that as Berosford’s letter is not 
only publi&lied in I’ortugucse, hut is gone to C’adi/, it is hotter to take no 
notice of any publication of this description. 

Senhor Vasconcellos has not written to me, and 1 di»ii’t understiind 
what l^rincipal Sousa ran gum from him. These peojile are a miserable 
race; and I am mostangiy with them that they should ludieve us to be 
at all like themselves. Principal Sousa and others are much inistuken if 
they suppose that Senbor Vasconcellos or any body else can carry them 
talcs from head quarters, at all consistent witli truth, vvhicli they can in 
any way turn to my disadvantage. 

We have not been able to open our fire this day, as 1 expected ; but 1 
hope we shall to-morrow. 


Tu Major Gen. Picton. Quinta de Granicha, 3il June, 1811, 1 p.m. 

From the manner in which wc are going on, I think it not inipobbilde 
but that we may have a breach in the castle wall this evening, and if tlial 
should be the case, 1 beg you to put a date to the enclosed summons, and 
send it into the town ; if there should be no breach this day, tlic summons 
may be delayed till morning. If the gentleman should be disposed to 
capitulate, you may allow him to march out with honors of war; *hc gar- 
rison to lay down their arms on the glacis, and be prisoners of war ; the 
gates to be given over to us to-morrow morning at 5 o’clock. 

You must refuse to allow him to make terms for tlie inliabifaiits or 
Spanish subjects, saying that we liave no right to interfere in Spaiiibh 
coiicerns. The officers of the garrison may keep their Jidc projierty, 
and the men their knapsacks ; but every thing taken from the inha- 
bitants of the town, and the remains of all requisitions made upon tlieni, 
must be restored to tlie inliabitants. AH plans, returns of stores, &c., and 
papers belonging to the place must be given up. If the Commandant 
should refuse to give up the place upon this summons, the officer who 
goes in may say that he will not be summoned again. 

P.S. The terms above enumerated are of course not to be referred to 
unless the Governor should be disposed to capitulate, in which case you 
will go on with the capitulation on these terms, letting me hear from you, 
and 1 will come over immediately. 

To the Officer of H. M. Navy in charge of die flat bottomed boats at Juramenha. 

NcarRlvos, 3(1 June, 1811. 

I have no doubt whatever that, in the present state of aflfairs, the army 
will not require the service of the dat bottomed boats, and of the materials 
which you have brought with them, on the Guadiana ; but as the officers 
of the Portuguese service are veiy slow, I think it not improbable that 
we may require them at the passage of the Tagus at Villa Velha. 1 would, 

F 2 
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therefore, request you to proceed with them by the route enclosed to that 
place, and to establish there, either a standing bridge, if the boats and 
materials should be sufficient, or 2 or 3 flying bridges, in aid of the fly- 
ing bridge which is already established there. 1 conceive that it would 
be desirable to leave at Jiirumenha a detachment of the seamen who are 
tfiere, and that you should take with you the remainder ; and I will direct 
tlic Cunuuissary Gen. to take care that they shall receive provisions. 

Tu l}ri|c. Oen. Peacocke. Quinta de Granicha, 3d June, 1811. 

As 1 understood from your letter of tiie 3 let May that certain horses 
of the artillery are arrived at Lisbon, I am desirous that the 2 guns be- 
longing to the 9 pounder brigade with this part of the army should be 
sent to El V as to join the brigade, with the equipment belonging to them ; 
and that Capt. Jje Fevre’s troop of horse artillery should be completed by 

it. O. Quinta in irontof KUat, 8d June. INI 1. 

1. Tlio Oiinniander ol tin* Fiirci't has bc^ii in the cuiiataiit bahii of allowing thu«(> sol* 
dirrs who make any captun.' from tlie eiietny, f<» rereive the value of their cajdure ; hut he 
in ronremed to have oltserved, and to have received rejKirts from several of the General 
oflirerNf that this iiidnl^eiice has Imd the eflert of inducing some of the sifldiersto look fur 
uiid nt'cuTt' rajitiires, rather thiiii to engage and destroy the enemy, and he is induced there- 
fore to give tlie following onlers. 

2. The onlers <if ilie 1 IHh May, 1 809, Ntis. 7 and fi, must lie understood to he in full force, 
and all liorNeN, See. raptured from the enemy, not ])urcha8ed by the Commissary, mutt be 
sold by public auction, at bead tpiarters, or siicii other ])lace as tlie Commander of the 
Fories nmy select, as tliat in which it is most likely tliey will bring the largest jwice. 

3. It IS the intention of the Commander of Uie Forces to order that the value of any ani- 
mal taken fiom the enemy, the rontents of baggogi*, knujisttcks, saddle-bags, &c. captured, 
stiall lie dmded iimong those piesent at the capture, whuexer may l»e tlie individual who 
may iia]i}ien to make it. 

4. Any men, or niiiiiher of men, who sliall secure or bring in a number of prisoners or 
Cd|»tiired lu)nie.s, shall not lie allowed to share in this lienetit, unless he or they shall be or- 
ilereil by the olHcer under whose immediate coiimiand he or they are serving, to secure die 
priMiiwni or horses catitured. 

ft. Any man wlio leaves his conks in onler to secure prisoners or horses, or otlier articles 
eaptuml, without orders from his Commanding officer, must he brought liefure a c'uirt 
martial on a charge of disolwdience of onlers when l«efore the enemy. 

<1. Tliese orders must be read to every regiment in the anny at two different parades, and 
afterwanls ut the name jienuds with the Articles of War. 

7. The C^immaiider of the Forc«*s bus hail occusiun to notice in tlie G. O. of the 30th 
March, No 2, tlie iniMinveiiieiiee that was felt from tlie great quantities of baggage in 
the tran8{H>rts ; and having referred to the Coinmander in Chief uiMiii this subject, the Coin- 
miiiider of the Furcii has lieeii infurmeil that the regiments which embarked at different 
limes for Portugal had left regimental dejWits of their heavy liaggage behind them, where 
(hey cerldiiily shouM have depisited all articles not required in the Held. 

8. Under these circumstances the quantities of heavy baggage which are now on board 
the trniiiiiorls in tlie Tagus ought not to lie there; and the Commander in Chief has been 
pleas«*<l to gi\e directions that the Storekeeper General at Portsmouth may leceive them 
mb) his «for«, from whence they can be sent to the regimental deposits. 

9. Till' Commander of the Forces is not disjioseil to deprive any regiment, or any indi- 
vidual officer, of whul may lie necessary or convenient to tnem ; l^t from all the accounts 
he has received, nuich of the baggage at Lislion must be entirely useless tu the regiments 
M well as to the officers, while, ott the otlier hand, it is very inconvenient and expensive to 
keep it wlierc it is. 

jO. The Commander of the Forces therefore requests the officers commanding regimenta 
will give dirscriuns to tlie officers of their several regiments sent to Lisbon, under the G. O. 
of the 39th March, on the concerns of the baggage, to select that baggage, as well belong- 
ing to die regiment as to individual officers, which it will be convenient to them to retain 
in the countty, and to apply to the A. Q. M. G.at Lisboa for tonnage to send the remainder 
to Portsmouth m the stores of the Storekeeper Geiwral. 

U* Every iiack^ thus sent is to lie mailed * Regimental baggage of — 
to be lodged in the stores of the Storekeeper General.* 
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the addition of a gun and a howitzer wanting, of which I beg you to ap- 
prise Col. Fisher. 

1 am desirous that if only one of these arrangements can be adopted, 
the 9 pounders should be sent in preference to the gun and howitzer of 
the horse artillery. 

To Dep. Commuiary Gen. — . Quinta de Groiiiclia, 4tL June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of tlie 31st May, to which 
1 have to reply, that 1 don’t consider it to be consistent with justice to 
appoint a person to receive proofs of the foundation of your complaints 
against Mr. Kennedy, which complaints you have not stated in writing, 
and more especially in Mr. Kennedy’s absence. 1 repeat, tlmt when you 
shall make your complaints in writing, 1 will determine whether it is 
expedient to enter upon any inquiry into them. In respect to the com- 
plaints on the subject of the Spanish troops, I believe I was more to blame 
than Mr. Kennedy. I had ordered that when these troops shcmld enter 
Spain they should no longer receive supplies from the British commis- 
sariat, as the reasons which had induced me to order that they should be 
supplied no longer existed. When the Spanish troops passed the froiui<T, 
however, Badajoz was invested, and the whole province of Kstremadura 
occupied by the enemy; and although the condition of my order was 
strictly complied with, and the Spanish troops had iiassed the frontier, it 
was impossible that they could he subsisted, unless by means provided by 
the British commissariat : I therefore desired that the supplies should he 
continued to them. 1 cannot understand how that can he a crime against 
Mr. Kennedy ; if any body was in fault it was myself. 


To Manhal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de Graniclia, 4th June, 1811. 

In respect to , the rule is that, when an officer has entered the 

Portuguese service, he is not to be allowed to quit it when lie chooses, 
and most particularly not when his wishes for promotion in the British 

service have been disappointed. I wish this to be understood by , 

and all others serving with the Portuguese army ; at tlie same time, if 
you wish that his resignation of his Portuguese commission should he 

accepted, 1 shall not object. I likewise beg to observe upon ’s 

letter, that according to the Commander in Chief’s letter to me of 10th 

July, 1809, has not lessened his claim for promotion in the British 

service, by having for a time quitted the Welsh Fusiliers ; but that, on 
the contrary, I am authorised to say, that a British officer, by serving 
with the Portuguese army, strengthens his claim to promotion to any 
vacancy which may fall in the British regiment to which he may belong. 

To Lieut CoL Fletcher, R.B. Quiuta de Granicho, 4th June, 181 1, } before 8 p.m. 

I have received your letter of 3 p.m., and 1 think it very desirable 
that you should mount the guns in the battery which you constructed last 
night and this day. The wall of the castle appears to me to be con- 
structed of earth, and 1 can easily conceive that some time must elapse 
before a slope will be made in it by battering ; but I recommend that 
we should persevere on the point on which we liave begun, and to act oa 
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the principle on which we have hitherto acted. The enemy have cer- 
tainly made an intrcnchment from their right of the liouses in the castle 
to the rampart of the place, cutting off the rampart of the castle ; and 
they appear, by a view I took this morning from near No. 4, to have one 
from the left of the batteries in the castle, to cover the approach to tlie 
east from the castle on their flank. We must be prepared therefore to 
establish ourselves in the castle in the first instance, if it should be neces- 
sary. If we should be able \o get possession of San Cristoval, and to 
erect a powerful battery, having its right resting on that fort, 1 have no 
doubt that we should overpower every thing in the castle ; otherwise we 
may not. 

I have not been able to see this evening how we got on at San Crist- 
oval. 1 shall go to-morrow morning early to Gen. Houstoun, and thence 
to the ground on this side of the Gevora, from whence the whole is seen ; 
and if 1 should not see you, I will write you any observations I may have 
upon what is going on. 


To LitHit Gen. Sir B. Sp«ti<‘er, K.B. Elvan, June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 2d. I will send a warrant for Capt. 
Grant’s account, I believe the Staff Surgeon should settle his account 
with the Purveyor Gen. ; but 1 will speak to Dr. Franck on that subject, 
and will have the sum settled. 

We ojiened our tire yesterday, but have not yet breached cither San 
Cristoval or the castle: we are, however, very superior to the enemy, 
and I think we bhall breach both in the course of this day and night. 

P.S. Drouot’s delay is very satisfactory, and 1 hope is true. 

To Ilia Excellmry Stuart. Qunita de Oranicha, 4tli June, 1811. 

1 have received )our letter of the 2d inst., and I hope immediately to 
have it in iny power to send you authentic accounts of the demands of 
the commissariat on the Portuguese government. The arcounts foi the 
2()th regt. at Cadiz alone amount to K^OOO dollars. Besides the 100,000/. 
in paper, which I have ordered to be paid, 1 have since ordered 100,000 
dollars in specie. 

In respect to the papers and returns forwarded in your letter, I shall 
not even take the trouble of reading them, because I know they arc 
fabricated for a particular purpose, and they cannot contain an answer to 
the strong fact stated by me, viz., that owing to neglect, deficiency of 
arrangement, and omission of the government to supply the means, the 
army and their equipments were starved during the winter, and that, 
when the moment of action came, the soldiers and animals were unable 
to perform the service ; the* former deserted or went to the hospital, and 
the latter died : and that the army in Bcira does not produce in the 
ranks for action half its numbers. Mind, 1 don’t refer to the army i i 
Alentejo, which, from adventitious circumstances, has been better pro- 
vided for. It is therefore no answer to that statement to send a gross 
return of the army, including not ohljr the force in Beira, but all the 
troops in garrisons, including those at Cadiz, at Oporto, in Elvas, 
Ahrantes, &e'. 
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Since I wrote the letter upon which you have been ordered to make a 
representation, I have written one still stronger, to apprise tlie Sec. of 
State of the deficiencies resulting from these same neglects in the battle 
of Fuentes de Onoro, and of my opinion that if the whole system of the 
government were not altered, the increase of tlic enemy’s force in the 
Peninsula might create a danger for this country, in which it might not 
be expedient that His Majesty’s troops should participate. 

This is my sincere opinion, which I could not with propriety any 
longer conceal from tlie Regent’s government; and the ministers will 
determine what they shall do upon it. I have no objection to the J^ortu- 
guese government being informed of its existence, in order that they 
may be prepared with their docum^ntos in answer to it ; but nothing but 
a change of system can induce me to change it, or to recommend to the 
King’s government to support the contest one moment beyond that at 
which I shall see in the government, not only verbal professions, hut a 
cordial desire and corresponding exertions to carry it on, and to save tlieir 
own country. That has been my invariable sentiment, and upon that 
sentiment I shall evacuate the country as readily as I have defended it. 
Tlie government are quite mistaken if they suppose that any selfisli desire 
of acquiring character has, or ever will, actuate my conduct. 1 comt* 
here to perform my duty ; and I neither do nor can enjoy any satisfaction 
in any thing, excepting the performance of my duty to my own country, 
of which a principal part is the communication of my opinions to the 
government of Great Britain. 

At this moment Col. Ashworth’s brigade, which 1 have ordered from 
Bcira into Alentejo, in consequence of the battle of Albuero, aii. living 
upon the supplies of the British army. As usual, they were living from 
hand to mouth, generally starving, when the order to march arrived, and 
Sir B. Spencer was obliged to supply them with every thing to enable 
them to move ! This is called maintaining an army for service ! ! One 
brigade cannot move from one province to another, because the govern- 
ment will not supply it with food ! ! ! 

I rather imagine that you have mistaken the nature of the paper I have 
sent you regarding the ammunition at Coimbra. There arc no troops at 
Coimbra ; but we were informed that there was ammunition at Coimbra 
for the Portuguese army in Beira, which, considering tliat the battle 
was fought on the frontier, was far enough, God knows ! But the paper 
which I sent to you proved that the reserve ammunition for the army was 
not even at Coimbra ; and if a serious battle had been fought the Portu- 
guese troops would have had none. 

These dignitaries of the churcli are always dreaming of battles ; but 1 
should like to know whether they ever dreamt that a soldier with a 
musket could not fight without ammunition, and that in 2 hours he can 
expend all he can carry. 

In respect to these papers, such as they are, you must send them to the 
British government. They will decide whether they will depend upon 
them or upon my assertions atid opinions. 1 only say that nothing shall 
induce me even to read, much less to give an answer to documenios^ very 
ingeniously framed, certainly, but which don’t contain one word bearing 
upon the point. ' 
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TV jt.O, to tk§ A. A. Ot, qfiimrimt. (Ciranlar.) 4th Jiin^ 1811, 

The Commander of the Forces having observed with great remt the number 
of men returned absent on command, in the several regimented returns of the 

division, of the 15th May last, 1 feel it my duly to call your particular 

attention to this subject; and while 1 subjoin an extract of the number of 
men from each return, as well as letters to the several commanding officers, 
calling upon tliem to explain particularly where the men * on command* actually 
are, what duty they are upon, and by whom sent, 1 request you will collect all 
tliese answers on communication with the several commandiiig officers in the 
■ division, and you will apprise them in fiiture that you have directions most 
minutely to examine into every man’s duty returned * on command,* and they must 
specify the some in detail, in a return, as follows : 

On Command. 

Name of tlw man. | Dy whom sent. | When sent. | Onwliatduty. | Hit probable absence. 

This return, as an explanatory one of men * on command,’ may be sent separate 
witli the usual returns. Every commanding officer, in every regiment, must 
know nearly the number of men allowed to his sick and convalescents in general 
hospital, and against tlicsc men’s names this just ground of absence is allowed, and 
may be stated ; and by strict inquiries 1 should think it could be always ascer- 
tained if men said to be ‘ on command’ are actually on essential duties or otherwise, 
more esperially when commanding officers arc directed to state by whose orders 
the men have been detached, and on what service, m Inch in future must invariably 
be the case. 

In the states of the 15th ult there arc no less than 4020 U. and F. returned 
* on coinmand.* The most rigid inquiry has been therefore directed to be made by 
the Commander of the Forces. 

TV A.G. fo Bng. Gen. pMoorki, Lkthon^ 4th Jun^ 1811. 

In consequence iif the numbers of men, of different regiincnta, which have been 
returned in the last general returns, of the 15th May, of the army, as being *on 
command ' at lashon, 1 have, by desire of tlie Commander of the Forces, to call 
your particular attention to the subject, transmitting to you at the same time an 
extract from the return of all men above alluded to, as far as the number of each 
regiment. 1 am not enabled at present to particularise them by name or 
companies. 

Y ou will be BO good, on the receipt of this return, to cause a general muster of 
all the soldiers at Lisbon and Belem to be made, and ascertain exactly if tiie 
number stated to be * on command’ there at all corresponds with the regimental 
returns. You will he pleased likewise to ascertain what the several men are 
emuloyed in, at Lisbon, beyond thost* autliorised by G. O. for hospital puiposes ; 
and you will not fail iimnediately to send up to their several regiments all those 
nuii-coniinissioned officers or men who appear to be absent from their regiments, 
at Lisbon, without the must satisfactory gromids. 

You will be pleased to report to me mlly on this head, for the information of 
the Commander of the Forces. 

TV A»G. to Afq/or Gm. tho Hon, O, L. CoU, 4th June, 1811. 

I have not failed to submit your application in favor of Lieut. Col. , of the 

, to the Commander of the Forces; and his Excellency requests you will 

acquaint that officer that there are many matters to be arranged, with respect to 
that regiment, which require his presence in Portugal. Lora Wellington is con- 
cerned to refuse a request made oy an officer in Col. — -’s situation; but his 
Excellency niust adhere to his rules, and allow no officer to go, in the active state 
of the campaign, whose state of health does not absolutely require his absence. 

To Marslial Sir W. C. Beresford, K.D. Quinta de Gnnicha, 5th June, 1811. 

Having made Col. Harvey a Brigadicfify I don’t see how you can avoid 
making Col. M’Mahon one ; but I don’t know what all the officers of the 
British army will say to this. I am glad to find you are better. If you 
could come to the mill in front of jny house at between 5 and 6 this 
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evening, Fletcher and Murray will be there to settle our future proceed- 
ings. The French are certainly intrenching the castle. Our breach is 
geUing on at San Cristoval, and 1 think will be practicable to-morrow 
in the wall of the castle. 

Memorandum for Lieut. Gen. Hill, Major Gen. Sir W. Enkine, and Captaiiu Gen. 

Castanos and Blake. Quinta de Granicha, Stli Jane> 1^11. 

It appears by an intercepted letter written on the 30th May by the 
Baron de St. Pol, the enemy’s Commanding officer at Cordova, tliat the 
9th corps were expected at that place, through La Mancha, on the 5th or 
6th of this month ; in which case they may he at Guadalcanal on the 8th 
or 9th, and at Llerena on the 10th or lltli. This information is con- 
sistent with what is stated in other intercepted letters, regarding the pro- 
gress of the 9th corps in the neighbourhood of Madrid ; but it is positively 
contradicted by information from Castillc, stating that the 9th cor})s were 
still at Avila on the 29th May. It is not impossible that all tliese letters 
may have been written to fall into our hands, and mislead us ; and that 
the last, in particular, may have been intended to mislead the com- 
mandant of the army of Murcia, who, it was said, was in the neighbour- 
hood of Baylen about tiic 23d May : however, the intelligence shouhi put 
us on our guard. The enemy will certainly move wlien joined by this 
reinforcement; and all the troops should be prepared to move at the 
earliest notice of that of the enemy, in order to join as proposed in a 
former memorandum. The commandants of the advanced guards of the 
several nations, and the persons employed to get intelligence, should en- 
deavor to discover whether it is true that the 9th corps are in march as stated. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de Graniclia, 5th June^ 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of tlie 3d inst. regarding 
tlie fort of Cascaes. The occupation of Cascacs might become an object 
of importance in case the enemy should be able to send a fleet to sea ; 
and although I am of opinion that it ought not to be occupied by us per- 
manently, it might be desirable to have all the means prepared to move 
into it, and to occupy it at a short notice. Lieut. Col. Fisher should 
therefore examine the fort of Cascaes, and see what guns and stores would 
be required there for a temporary purpose of the kind above described, 
and to be prepared with his arrangements to move them in when it might 
be necessary. These guns and stores might be taken for this temporary 
purpose from Fort S. Julian. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de Graniclia, 5th June, 1811. 

I am much obliged to you for having stopped the Hegvlus with the 
Guards, and I shall be obliged to you for any intelligence you may be 
able to give me hereafter, regarding the arrival of troops, &c. 

TS# A,G. to Copt, TWcibr, Btkm. 

In reply to your application relative to Mr. — ^ * the Commander of the 

Forces weets, if that gentleman does not conduct himself in a becoming manner 
while he remains in the country, you are to put him into the provost guard, and 
convince him that no person whatever, volunteer or officer, can behave improperly 
with impunity in this country, so long as bis Excellency commands in it. 
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To Lieiit. (Ml. Sir B. Sppiirfr, K.D. Quiiite ilc Graiiicha, 6th June, 1811. 

1 received thin moniinfi; your letter of the 4th. It is not very easy to 
tell which way the enemy are directing their march ; but 1 think it pro- 
bable by Ciudad Rodrigo and Perales, and others by Banos and Plasencia ; 
the next march would probably decide the point ; neither can I decide 
what is become of Drouet. Don Julian’s Captain’s report would leave 
him still at Avila on the 29th May; but 1 have other reports which state 
him at Madrid on the 24th; and one yesterday from Cordova, which 
states that Drouet was to be at Cordova on the 5th or 6th, which is con- 
sistent with the account of his progress to Madrid on the 24th : on the 
other hand, his being at Avila is confirmed by the letter from Alba de 
Tormes of the Ist June, or else it is obvious that the troops of the * Armle 
de Portugal’ were to march in that direction, for you will observe that 
tiom Congosto, &c., were moving to Piedrahita. Our breach in 
San Cristoval is not yet practicable, nor is that in the main wall. 

\t \s aa wc\\ to bo propared for every event ; and therefore I wish 
to luenliun to )ou, in case the enemy should pass the Agueda with the 
whole ^Arnu( dr Portugal and invade Lower Beira by the entry of Sabu- 
gal, and you sliouUl think it expedient to retire by the Estrada Nova, it will 
hi* necessary that you should send an officer to take up the flyiiig bridge 
lit Villa Velha, and to send down the river and destroy all the boats at 
that place. Your communication with me will then be by Abrantes, 
where there is a bridge. The country through wliich you would have to 
retire towards the Zezere is vi^ry strong, and it is not probable that the 
t'neniy would attempt in their existing force to oblige you to retire 
from It. 

The great position of all has its right at Villa Velha, its centre at 
Sobreira l*crmosa, and its left upon the continuation of the same ridge 

Quuitii In front of HUni, 6th Juno, IRII. 

^ I. All the ]irivate itirii of the batt, 48th rcpl. in PintiiRal nr Spain are to be draft, 'I 
into the Ut ImiII., and are to Ite dintiibiited to ronipuniet in llie let hatt. 

2. All men niifsniK fiom the 2<1 lutt. are to continue on the strength of the 2d liatt. 

3. The fransfei it to lie made as soon lu it may In* coiuenient ; and the officers coni- 
nmndiiig r.otn)kaiiirs in the 2d liaff. an* to draw pi\ fur their men up to the 21th inst., and 
are to acc4nint in the usual manner with the officers cuiiimaiiding cunijianies in tlic Ist 
baft,, to wliiMc conijuuiies Ibeir men will Ik- traij'.ferreil under tins onler. 

1. W hen this transfer shall he made, the officers, non-commissioned officers, and staff of 
the^2d liatt. 4Sth regt. are to proceed to Elvas, where tJiey will receive further orders. 

o. Tlic (Aimmoiider of the Forces takes this opportunity of declaring his approbation and 
reliirmiig his llmiiks to the 2il liatt. 48th regt. for their sei vices on many important and 
memorable oeeasioiis, and he osuires them that he adopts tlie measure now ordered only 
lieeaiiHe it is tioet*88ary in order to re-establish iMith battalions, and lie ho|)es soon to have 
the advantage of the assistance of the '2d batl in increased strength. 

8. The 3d regt. or Buffs, 2mii, 2d liatt. 3Ut, 57th, and 2d Utt. fiCtli, are for the pre- 
sent to Ik- formeil into a provisional battalion under the coinmaiid of Lient. Col. Colliome. 

9. Tlie tion-commiBsioneil officers lyid soldiers are to remain in their companies in tlieir 
several regiments as at prescrit ; but for tlie purpw of the formation those present and fit 
for duty of rach of tliese regiments are to be divided into two conipaiiies, and Lieut. (^1. 
('olbonie will Ik- pleased to arrange what proportion of the field officers, officers, non-com- 
in luioned officers, and staff of each of the regiment^ and the camp and other equipments, 
wiall remain to do duty wiUi the jmiv isiooal battalion, and wbat proportion ahall proceed to 
KIvas to collect md re-equm the men belonging to their several regiments at JSlvai and 
mtremot, and Lieut Col. (^Ibome will give such directions as he may think necessary to 
have the men of these regiments re-equip^ as sooiff is may be practicalde. 

10. The colors of these regiments to be sent to Slvas to be under tlie charge of the 
senior officer of each, who will be there. 



PORTUGAL. 


75 


on the Estrada Nova. The last very good one is upon the Codes, covering 
Abrantes, having the left of the corps upon the Zezere, below the junc- 
tion of the Codes. In case you should find it necessary to quit the Codes, 
and withdraw across the Zezere at Punhete, it would be necessary to 
throw into Abrantes one brigade of Portuguese troops besides those now 
there, in order to secure that place. I merely throw out these memo- 
randums in case of an occurrence by no means probable, to remind you 
of what it would be necessary to attend to. We have a large magazine 
at Abrantes, by which you will be subsisted, whether you move by the 
Estrada Nova or by Gastello Branco. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta do Ghanicha, 6th June, 1811. 

You should write a letter to Mr. Wellesley, in answer to the enclosed, 
expressing your satisfaction upon the receipt of the copy of Don E, de 
Bardaxi’s note. 

I enclose a letter from Rookc regarding the disposal of the horses you 
mention. I likewise enclose the orders given regarding the disposal of 
these horses : I cannot find this last letter, but Rooke’s letter shows how 
they have been disposed of. I have a good deal of interesting informatinii 
this morning, from which it would appear that Don Julian’s man is 
right ; but, on the other hand, Soult has certainly been reinforced with 
3 battalions from Cadiz, and the ^Armee do PorlvgaV has moved from the 
Tormes on the 3d, apparently for tliis quarter. Tliis is clear, that cither 
they are going towards Avila, or Drouet was there in the end of May. 

To the Adjutant General of the Forces. Quinta de Granicho, 6tli Juno, IRl 1. 

1 enclose an account of circumstances which have occasioned a want of 
arms by the 16th light dragoons, in answer to your letter of the 25th 
March. 

It is impossible to attach means of transport to regiments of cavalry 
and infantry serving in the Peninsula, to carry the arms and appointments 
of all the soldiers, or of their horses, which may become disabled in the 
course of the service, and with every exertion it is not always practicable 
to procure what are wanted. 

Ihe inhabitants of the countiy, and the soldiers of the Portuguese 
militia and Ordenanza, and all the Spanish troops, are constantly on the 
search for arms and military appointments ; and, as soon as an article of 
any description cannot be carried by the man or horse to which it belongs, 
it is stolen by one or other of these descriptions of persons. This will 
account for the loss of arms and appointments in situations in which, in 
service in other countries, there would be none. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 1611. 

I enclose the weekly states of the army of the 15th May. 

1 have ordered the private men of the 2d batt. 48th regt. to be drafted 
into the Ist batt. 48th regt. ; but I have not carried into execution that 
measure in respect to the 7th regt., as I have been informed, by the 
officers of that regiment, that 500 men of the militia have volunteered to 
serve in it, under the Act recently passed ; and, as both battalions will 
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probably have more than 500 men each remaining, I considered it better 
for the service, that the 500 volunteers should be divided between the 2 
battalions (each of which they could make of sufficient strength) and 
joined with the old soldiers, than that they should form the only strength 
of one battalion. I have therefore delayed this measure till I shall receive 
your Lordship’s orders. 

1 have formed the men present and fit for duty, of the 3d, 29th, 31st, 
57 th, and 66th, into a provisional battalion for the present, until I shall see 
what number of the wounded of these regiments will recover so as to be 
fit for service. But, from all I hear, I have little doubt that the Buffs, 
tlie 29th, and 57th, will again be very efficient. 

To Uie Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 1811. 

We have continued the operations of the siege of Badajoz with the 
utmost activity since I addressed your Lordship on the 3()th ult., and our 
fire commenced on the morning of the 2d in&t. from 4 batteries on the 
right of the Guadiana, directed against the outwork of San Cristoval, and 
on the enemy’s batteries in the castle constructed to support that outwork ; 
and from 8 batteries on the left of the Guadiana, directed against the 
easteni face of the castle. The fire from these batteries has continued 
ever since, and a breach has been made in the outwork of San Ciistoval, 
which, however, is not yet practicable for assault ; and considerable progress 
has been made in effecting a breach in the eastern front of the castle. 
Notwitlistanding that these works have been carried on with great rapidity, 
I am happy to say that tliey are in themselves so complete, and the com- 
munication from one to the other so well assured, that our loss hitherto, 
throughout the siege, bos been very small. I am sorry to say that Lieut. 
Hawker, of the Royal artillery, an officer who has distinguished himself 
in these operations, was killed this morning. 

The enemy have hitherto made no movement to disturb our operations , 
but 1 understand that 3 battalions were moved from the blockade of Cadiz 
in the last days of May, and I have received a report that the battalions of 
the 9th corps, destined to reinforce Uie army of the south, were to arrive 
at Cordova on the 5th or the 6th of this month. 

The * Arrnee de PorUigaV likewise broke up from the Tormes on the 3d 
iihst., and their first march was in the direction of the passages of the 
Tagus. 1 am apprehensive, therefore, that we may again be obliged to 
raise the siege. 

1 have received a letter from Mr. Wellesley of the 1st inst., from which 
1 learn that Gen. Suchet had invested Tarragona. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. ^ Quinta de Granicha, 6th June^ 1811. 

It is very desirable that arrangements should be made to send to the 
Tagus at an early period 4000 barrels of gunpowder ; that is to say, 2000 
barrels immediately, and 2000 barrels in a short time hence. 

We have consumed powder belonging to Elvas at the siege of Badajoz, 
which 1 have ordered to be replaced by 2000 barrels of powder from our 
stores at Lisbon, upon which stores thersHnay soon be other calls of mag- 
nitude ; and h will be desirable to have the deficiency made good. 



PORTUGAL. 


77 


To the Sul of LWcrpool. Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, IRl 1. 

You will see from mj dispatches of this day how we stand. We have 
a chance, and in my opinion, not a bad one, of obtaining possession of 
Badajoz before the enemy can relieve the place; or we must raise the 
siege before the 10th, from all that I see of the enemy’s movements. 
According to an intercepted letter, they have provisions, I should think, 
to the 18th or 20th ; so that if we could be assured that we could keep 
the blockade, we should have the place. 1 must therefore determine what 
1 shall do when I shall raise the siege according to the means I shall have 
of maintaining the blockule. If 1 can’t prevent them from receiving 
provisions, it is not worth while to risk an action ; for wo have not the 
means, nor would it be fair towards the soldiers, to make them endure the 
labors of another siege at this advanced season. 

Notwithstanding that we have carried on our operations with such 
celerity, we have had great difficulties to contend with, and have been 
much delayed by the use of the old ordnance and equipments of Elvas, and 
of the Portuguese artillery, in this siege ; some of the guns from which 
we fire are above 150 years old. The entuny appear to be intrenching 
that part of the castle which we have breached ; but I have strong hopes 
that they will not be able to keep us out of the place. 

T%e A.G, io Dr, Franck, Inapector of hoMpiiaU, 6tli June, IKll. 

I have had the honor to lay before the Commander of the Forces your letter of 
the 5th inst, and his Excellency has directed me to acquaint you in reply, that 
every Captain of a troop or company is obliged to defray the expense of burying 
the soldiers belonging to it. In reference to the expciiKe thus incurred, it appears 
to have been too great, which has caused the difficulty in recovering the sums laid 
out by the Purveyor on this account. 

His Excellency requests that you will have an estimate made of a reasonable 
expense to which the burial of every soldier should amount, and you will he 
pleased to transmit the same to me, for the approval of the Commander of the 
Forces, and in older that it should be inserted in the G. O. of the army, and the 
point filially adjusted. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granieba, 7th Jnne, 181 1. 

I received this morning your letter of the 5th, for which I am much 
obliged to you. We made an attempt upon San Cristoval last night, 
which however failed, as the breach was not so practicable a-i it ought to 
have been. We don’t get on with the breach in the body of the place, 
and I am much afraid that after all our ammunition will fail. 

To Major Gen. Walker. Quinta de Granicha, Rth June, IRll. 

This letter will be delivered to you by Gen. Abadia, who is appointed 
to command in Galicia ; and 1 have every reason to believe that you will 
find him disposed to make the most of the means which will be at his dis- 
posal in that province ; and 1 shall be obliged to you if you will afford 
him such assistance as may have been placed at your disposal, or as you 
can procure from the British government. 

1 have had a long conversation with Gen. Abadia on the state of affairs 
in Galicia, and on the course which it may be expedient that his opera- 
tions should take. My opinion is, that until be shall have a good body of 
cavalry aod artilleiy, and his infantry well disciplined, he should not 
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venture into the plains of Leon. The most desirable object for him to 
look to would be to make the siege of Astorga; and till he can effect that 
he should be satisfied, first with securing the defence of Galicia, and next 
with working the French out of the Asturias and La Montana. I have 
turned his attention to the post of Santona, on which subject he will com- 
municate witli you. 

Gen. Mendizabal has hcen appointed to command in Biscay, and his 
views will be turned to the same object, in concert with Gen. Abadia. 
Gen. Mendizabal should act upon the French by land, while Gen. Abadia’s 
expedition would proceed there by sea, and between the two the French 
may be got out of that interesting post : they must co-operate afterwards 
with such naval means as we may give them, in keeping possession of 
this post ; for it is very obvious to me, that if even Santona can be re- 
tained as a military station, it will be useless as a naval station unless the 
surrounding country is friendly to the possessor. Gen. Abadia will let 
you know how affairs are circumstanced here. 

To Major Gen. Pearocke. Quinfu tie Granichai 8th June, 1811. 

I beg that you will give directions to Col. Fisher to forwai'd to Elvas, 
as soon as convenient, from the stores in his charge, 2000 stands of arms 
complete, and 2000 sets of accoutrements, including 425 sets of buff 
accoutrements. 

To Vico Ailni. Iho Hoii. Q. Borkoley. Quinta de Gronicha, 8th June, 1811. 

Gen. Abadia, who is appointed to command the troops in Galicia, and 
who will hav(‘ the honor of presenting this letter to you, is desirous of 
proceeding to his command by sea ; and I shall be very much obliged to 
you if you can make it convenient to send him in a man of war. I un- 
derstand that he wishes to be landed at "V igo, which may likewise be 
more convenient to you. 

To Hu Fxcelloncy C. Stxiarf. Quinta de Granirha, 8lh June, 181 1. 

I have received your letter of tlic 5th, and I have no objection to your 
making any use you please of my letter to you of the Ist, respecting the 
supplies for the people of Portugal. Badajoz may fall ; but the business 
will be very near run on both sides. We arc going on better with the 
breaches tliis day ; but I have never seen walls bear so much battering, 
nor ordnance nor artillery so bad as those belonging to Elvas. Soult 
must be joined by the 9th corps within 2 or 3 days. Vasconcellos might 
as well sail therefore ; for I think it just as likely that he will take bad 
as that he will take good news. 

P.S. I see that Marmont has crossed the Agueda in some strength, and 
Sir Brent has retired towards ^the Coa. 

To the R<. Hon. H. Wellesley. Quinta de Granicha, 8th June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 1st, and I am happy to find that you 
agree in opinion with me, regarding tlie propositions to the Spanish 
government, in respect to the improvement of the discipline of their 
array. To be of any service, the measure must originate in a proposition 
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from themselves, which I am convinced they will not make till they are 
reduced to extremities, any more tlian they would have proposed to 
receive us at Cadiz, if they had not been much alarmed for their safety. 

I enclose a copy of my last dispatch. I don’t know what to soy ti) 
Badajoz. I think Soult will be joined by the 9th corps to-morrow or next 
day, and we have not yet a practicable breach, either in San Cristoval 
or the body of the place; both are, however, going on tolerably well 
this day. 

P.S. Marmont has moved a good large force upon Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and Sir B. Spencer has fallen back towards the Coa. I am not quite 
certain that the force has advanced; or that it is not his advanced guard 
to cover the main body of his army through Banos and Perales. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, Rtii June, Ifill. 

I received this morning your letter of the 6th, 10 p.m. 1 think it pro- 
bable, from Capt. Brotherton’s report, which you enclosed, that the 
greatest part of the enemy’s army are in march on the Puertos de Bafios and 
Perales; and that a strong advanced guard lias been thrown across llie 
Agueda in order to keep you in check, and to prevent you from disturbiiig 
this march. The advanced guard will move probably by Navas Prius, 
&c. I only hope that Pack will not have been disturbed at Almeida. 
We are going on better this day, and have made progress towards prac- 
ticable breaches in San Cristoyal and the castle. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 9th Jidm*, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 7th, and I think there is scarcely 
a doubt that the enemy are coming to the Tagus ; they could not go 
through the Puerto de Perales till they obliged you to withdraw from the 
sources of the Azava, and every thing which goes tlirough Perales must 
pass by or close to Ciudad Rodrigo. Regnier’s corps was at Fuentc 
Roble on the 5th, and it appears was to halt thereabouts the 6th ; that is 
the road to the Puerto de Banos. We shall attempt San Cristoval this 
night: the enemy cleared the rubbish from the main breach last night; 
hut we are getting on with it this day again. 

P.S. From the number of rations demanded near Fuente Roble, I think 
it probable that Regnier has with him only one division. 

5 P.M. Since writing the above, I have seen a letter of the 7th from 
Plaaencia, from which it appears that Gen. Regnier was near the Puerto 
de Banos on the 6th, and had required rations for 30,000 men at Baiios, 
for the 7th or 8th ; hut from the mode of expression in the letter, I cannot 
tell which. 

To Lieut. Gkn. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, lOth June, 151 1. 

1 received this morning your letter of the 8th. I am much concerned 
that Gen. Pack has destroyed the works of Almeida. I shall be much 
obliged to you if you will send me a copy of the orders which were sent 
to him by Col. De Lancey. 

I have no doubt that the French are crossing the Tagus ; and Murray 
sends orders for your troops to do the same. We failed last night in the 
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attack of San Cristoval ; and, as I find the enemy are about to advance 
again, I have ordered the siege of Badajoz to be raised this night It 
will Im completed to-morrow night 

To Marsha] Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B, Quinta de Granicha, 10th June, 1611. 

Since 1 saw you 1 have heard that Drouet did not arrive at Cordova till 
the Sth, which is not improbable ; but they state his force, some to be 
12,()0(), others 8000 men, having been joined by different detachments, 
probably Sebastiani’s, on the road. From the reports in circulation of 
another invasion of Portugal, and from the immense magazines of pro- 
visions which both Soult and Marmont have collected, and particularly 
cattle, I am inclined to suspect that they are for a dart into Portugal, pro- 
bably to endeavor to seize our works at Almada. 

It would be very desirable to order under arms immediately the 
Lisbon, Setuval, and Alcacer do Sal militia, and to have a garrison in 
Setuval and Palmella. These, with the troops, marines, convalescents, 
&c., which we have at Lisbon, would hold the works at Almada till 1 
could get a division down, which indeed 1 ought to do by water if they 
were to make a dart that way. I am certain there is something more in 
tlie wind than the desire to force us out of Estremadura, and it is either 
this plan or the siege of Elvas. 

To Hit Excellency C. Stuart Quinta de Granicha, 10th June, 1811. 

We made another attempt upon San Cristoval last night, which failed; 
and in fact we have not made a practicable breach in that outwork, nor 
in Uic body of the place. In the mean time both Soult and Marmont are 
moving into Estremadura in great strength, and I think will join by the 
15th, and 1 have therefore ordered that the siege may be raised again. 

The enemy are either coming into Portugal or they are about to attack 
Elvas. The only circumstance 1 have to apprehend is, that Elvas will be 
ill provided. The Portuguese troops in this part of the country have, as 
usual, been living upon the stores of the garrison ; and 1 must either leave 
the place without supplies, or give them from our stores ; and it is not 
impossible but that the necessity of waiting here to collect these supplies, 
and throw them into the place, may bring us into an awkward situation. 
Thus this terrible system of government, and the abuses in all the depart- 
ments, are getting us into scrapes at every step we take. 

Au Capt. G^ii. Don F. X. Castanoi. Quinta de Granicha, ce 10 Juin, 1611. 

J’ai I’honneur de vous envoy er copies de 2 lettres interceptees qui m’ont 
ete envoydes aujourd’hui, par lesquelles il parait que Pennemi va rassem- 
bler toutes ses forces en Estremadure, h la suite de quelque nouveau 
projet, qui a dtd probablement ordonnd de Paris. 

11 est probable par les nouvelles dans ces lettres, et par celles que j'ai 
revues de la date de — , de nos avant postes, que Pennemi s’est mis en 
marche aujourd’hui de Llerena ; et je crois par les nouvelles que je viens 
de recevoir des frontidres de la Castille, que le Mardchal Marmont arrivera 
k Merida le 1 5. , 

Je viens done de donner ordre qu’oR commence k lever le sidge de Ba- 
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dajoz ce soir ; of j Vs]»t*ro quo cotto opt^ration sora aooomplio domain au 
soir. L’etat do la liroche ue donnait nulle esptfranco dc pouvoir donnor 
assaut pour quelipies jours ; ot nos munitions coinmoncont j| mamjuor. 

1] reste a determiner ce qu’il faut fuire dans cette orise de laoampn^Mo. 
Cc n’est pas possible d’attaquer lo Marechal Soult avanf sa jonction nvoc 
le Marechal Marmont. Nous no pourrions marcher pour cot objot quo lo 
12; nous ne pourrions Tatteindro que lo 14, luCme s’il ne faisail aiicun 
mouvoment pour s’eloigner; ct lo Marechal Marmont sorait lo IT) sur 
nos derrieres a Merida ; ou s’il preferait passer par Medellin, il so joindrait 
ce jour la avoc Suult, si colui-ci so retirait. J) ail lours nous no connaihsons 
pas la force do Soult, Nous savons qu’il cst superiour on cavalorio ot on 
artillcrio; ot la composition do la force dos allies est telle (ju'il piLs 
du lout a desirer de donnor dos batuillos rangt'os. 

Jo suis decide quand reniiemi s’avancera a fairc roiiror I’amiet* allito 
Anplaiso ot Portiigaise; ot jo complo prendre position sur la (Java ])ris 
d’Elvas pour voir arriver romionii, ot pour roconnaitro sos projoUs; ot 
apres, s’il est necossaire, jo nio portorai vers Porlalcgre, pour o}>eror nui 
jonction avec les divisions qui vionnent du nord du Tago, ot av'v hi 
cavalerio, &c., qui viont do Lislxuinc. 

Jo crois quo vous foroz biou do \ous tonir on etroito oommuiiication 
avec nous, et quo lo Capita bio General Blake fasso la inf iuo (Imso; ou 
qu’il passe on le Condado de Nicbla, pour ojierer sur les dorrieros do Ton- 
nonii ou sur Soville, 

Aprt’s que Soult aura fait son mouvoment do Llcrona, siirtou! ’il pjibso 
par Ilornachos ct va a Almendralojo, lo Capitaino General Bluko aura lo 
ohoix dc doux routes par losquolles il pourrait passer dans le Cond'xlo do 
Niobla: on cello a la gauche do la Guadian.u par Xoroz, &c. ; ou cello a 
la droito do cotto riviere dans lo royauino do J’ortugal, ot on ])aitsant la 
riviere a Mortola. Si lo Capitaino General so decide a so porter dans lo 
Condado do Niobla, et ii choisir cette route, jo ferai tout eii mon p»)Uvoir 
jwur faoililor sa niarche. 

J(* vous ]>rio do rno fairo savoir quollos sont vos resolutions et cellos du 
Capitaino GLbu'ral Blake aussit^t que vous pourroz, parccqu’il est a de&iror 
quo jo puisse bientot prendre la position de la Caya. 


A G. to Capt. lirown, Klvas ; and Capt. Stawart, Etiremoz. lUtli June, IRl I. 

As his Excellency the Conininiidci of the h\»rccs has decided tliet tlie sick and 
wounded at Elvas shall be removed towards Lisbon, you will make the necessary 
preparations accordingly, and receive sueh other instructions from the Inspector of 
nospituls ns may he requisite to carry on this service. 

As it is very desirable, under the present circumstances of the army, that no 
effective men should proceed to the rear, his Excellency cannot allow of escorts 
jiroceeding even with the men whose cases enable them lo walk. You must, 
therefore, make the best arrange iiients you can with such non commissioned 
officers or steady soldiers as go to the rear, to take charge of the men, giving 
them, previous to their marching, the most positive orders not to straggle from 
their posts, or attempt pillaging or plundering upon the road, as they will 
undoubtedly be heard of if this takes place, and the severest examples m ill be made. 

The A,G. to Brig. Gen. Peacocked Litton. lOtli June, 1811, 

I have not failed to call tlic attention of the Commander of the Forces to the 
subject of your letter of the 9tli insl., and its several enclosures. The evil you 
VOL. v. 



83 


PORTUGAL. 


deicribe In no doubt a very serious one, but tlicrc would be so much difficulty 
attending the forcing of the soldiers' wives out of this couiitr\, and so much imprac- 
ticability in the Commander of the Forces carrying, liimself, into execution, witli- 
out previouH consultation with the heads of dopaitinents in Kngland, the plan you 
propose, that it docs not seem feasible to his Excellency, or one that can now be 
decided upon. The great mischief has arisen from coininanding officers of 
regiments not attending to the orders relative to the embarkation of only the 
women that are allowed on their corps being sent on service. To remedy 
as far as possible the existing evil, the Commander of the Forces directs tliul 

» 4^ 4r a St 

and the Coinniandcr of the Forces trusts that by their exertion, as much as by 
that of yourself and Capt. Tucker, a remedy will be found for the serious e\il 
stated to exist. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. S|)Ciicer, K.B. Quinta dc GraniMio, 11th June, 1A11 

1 have received your letter of the 9tb June. 

I don’t exactly understand what orders have been given to Gen. Pack, 
and in what manner affairfl are situated a1 Almeida. 

My memorandum to you of the I. 5th May was founded on a supposition 
that it might be necessary for you to retire from the frontier, and 1 ex 
pressed a particular anxiety ‘that that place (Almeida) should not he 
abandoned till it should he necessary.’ 

My h‘Lter to you of the Ist insi. was founded on a supposition that tlie 
en<*iny wcr<* about to niov(* through the mountains towards llie Tagus ; 
and, after having requested you to make a corresponding movement, I re- 
questcMl that G(‘n. Pack’s brigade niighi remain at Almeida, and in the 
neighbourhood, till relieved by the militia. 

I did not think it prohahlo that, if you should make the movement in 
the south directed by my letter of the 1st inst., there could exist any neces- 
sity for abandoning and destroying Almeida, and I did not advert to it in 
that letter Hut it apjiears by your letter of the Htli inst., wliich I received 
yesterday, that you hud directed Gen. Pack ‘to consider his secure retreat 
as a primary ohje<*t, and that, upon evacuating the* place, he should blow 
up the remainder of the fortifications, and destroy the military stores,’ 
adverting, of course, to my memorandum to you of the 15th May. Ac- 
cording to tliis memorandum, Almeida should not have been abandoned 
till it was necessary ; and yet it appears, by your letter of the 9th inst., to 
have been so little necessary, that Gen. Pack left in that neighbourhood 
one regiment of liis brigade, which is there still. 

There can be no reason whatever why that regiment should now remain 
at Almeida. The place, and every thing it contained, arc destroyed, and 
the regiment should be directed to join the brigade ; but as 1 have had a 
good deal of correspondence with the government upon the subject of 
Almeida, and they have taken some pains and incurred some expense in 
preparing to repair the place, it is desirable that I should have a copy of 
the orders sent to Gen. Pabk, and his official report of the mode in which 
he executed them ; and that the necessity for abandoning and destroying 
the place should be made clear. Upon this last point, it would be desir- 
able to have in detail the reports of the enemy’s situation on the 6th, 7th, 
and 8tli, and the situation of Barbacena’s cavalry and of our posts. 

1 requested Col. Murray to write tojrou yesterday respecting the passage 
of the Tagus by the troops under your command ; since which I have re- 
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ceivcd Capt. GraTit's letter of the Tth, from the enelosures in whieh it 
would appear that the passapro of the ragusby tlie ‘ Armt't> dt Portuijal^' 
although a probable opcrjition, is not absolutely decided. 1 request, there- 
fore, that the following disposition may, for the pre^enl, be made of tiu' 
troops under your command, instead of that directed in t’ol. Muiray V lt‘tter 
of yesterday: the Light division, and one brigade of cavalry, at Niza, (ts 
therein directed; the 1st division, the right at Villa Velha, tlu» left in the 
villages between Villa Velha and Gastello Ilranco, and one bngiid<» of ca- 
valry in front of Gastello Hranco, towards Salvaterra ; the otb divisitiii in 
the cantonments, as directed in (lol. Murray's letter of ye.^t'Tday. 

I have scon Mr. Kennedy regarding your su])pUefl. J'Vom y(»ur letter, 
I understand that the whole have, or will have, bread t4> the 1 5th inclusive , 
100,000 rations of bread have been onlerod to Gastello Hranco, which it is 
apprehended may not arrive there. Ilut there arc 50,()()0 rations at V ilia 
Velha, and the magazine is at Abrantes, about 0 leagius from Nizn. 


TheA.G. to Ldeut, Cot. CatnjtbeUf 04//i r<y/. lltli June, INI I, 

I have received your letter addressed to the Adj. (ieii., head quarters. 
Although the Coininaiider of the Forces believi's, according to jonr rep'csf n 
tatiuii, that you received no (J. O. about leaving yonr lieavy baggage at Imine, 
prior to your embarkation fo. this eeunlry, still there is no ohjeelion le yom car- 
rying the (j. O. of the ^5d June, Nos. 7, K, t), 1U, 11, and 12, into execiilKm. 
With respect to the persons yoU are t(» send to take care of the saim*, on a refer- 
ence to (f.O. you will perceive that you have a permission Ij) send an ottwer to 
Lisbon to arrange )our baggage, A'c. ; but no regiment has had le.u^ to send an 
olHcer home to Kngland for this ]>iirpose, and no particular exce]>tion can he 
made in favor of the 94th regl. There wdl he no objection, however, to the 
ofHccr you mention, Lieut. Spooner, going home with your licavy haggagt* 
if a Medical Board rccoiiimciid.s his leave of ah^i^ncc to England for recovery ui 
Ileal til. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta cle (rranichu, 12tii June, 1611. 

I received this morning your two letters of the 1 0th. 

You had better send the sick you may have to Ahrantes, hut not by water 
from Villa Velha. The Portuguese should also go from Gastello Branco 
to Lisbon by Ahrantes. 

To Col. Austin. Quinta dc Graniclia, 12th June, 1811. 

Ill consequence of the expected early collection of the enemy’s whole 
force in Bstremadura, I think it probable that Gen. Blake’s corps will re- 
turn to the Gondado de Niebla, and that they will pass through Portugal 
on their way thither. I have desired the Commissary Gen. to prejiare for 
their passage with provisions at Beja and at Villa Vit^osa; and I request 
you to have from 12,000 to 15,000 rations of bread and meat, and 1500 
rations of forage, prepared for them at Mertola, and boats collected at that 
place, in order to transport them across the Guadiana. I cannot say ex- 
actly when they will march, but it is desirable that all the preparations 
should be made immediately ; and I will give you the earliest intimation 
of the movement. 

I will pay any expense that may be incurred to collect the rations or 
boats. 


o2 
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An Capt. Gen. Don J. Dlake. Quinta de Graiiiclia, ce 12 Jiiin, IRll. 

J’ai n*(;u la lottrc* (lur votrc Excellence m*a fait I’lionncur de m’tfcrirc 
Ic 1 1, cl jo convienB avec vous quo vous ferez bien de porter les operations 
dll corps d’annet* de votre Excellence dans le Condado de Niebla, en cas 
qu*il devienne iieccssaire pour I’annee alliee Anglaisc et Portugaiee de sc 
porter sur la Caya. 

Je vous eiivoie une route par laquclle seulc votre artillerie pourrait 
marelier, et vous verrez ii la note la provision qu’on aura faite pour votre 
niarche. J’ai donne ordre qu’on fas&e provision pour 12,000 bommes et 
1500 chevaux, et je vous pric de me faire savoir s’il vous en faut plus. 

Le siege de Badajoz sera entierement i^'vt^ cette nuit. 

Je n’ai pas encore de nouvelles du mouvement du Martfchal Soult; 
iiiais je crois qn’il aura ete joint })ar le corps de Drouet aujourd’liui, et 
probablenicnt qu’il se niettra en mouvement demain. Son premier 
mouvement B(‘ra, il y a apparence, vers llornachos, ou m^me plus a sa 
droitc, pour evitcr toute affaire avec nous, jusqu’ii Tarfivtie de I’armee de 
Portugal. Je suppose que votre premier mouvement sera sur Valvcrde 
pour attendre celui de I’eiinemi. Cclui de nos troupes en avant sera sur 
Albuera. 

Les 3"'® et 4"’* divisions de rariiit^c de Portugal, sous les ordres du 
General Regnier, srmt arrivtfes a Plasenc ia le 9 de ce mois. C’tst un jour 
plus tard (jue je n’ai comjjtt'*, mais dies pourront toujours arriver a Merida 
le IG; et si dies font la jonction par le pout de Medellin, dies la feront 
lel.5. 

Je vous prie, M. le General, de donner ordre qu’on conserve la discipline 
en ]'assant par le royaiime de Portugal. 

Je suis bien fiicbe de n’avoir paseu lejdaisirde faire la connaissance de 
votre Excellence ; mais j’esperu que Poccasion est seulemcnt rctardtfe pour 
le moment. 

To Major CiVii the Hon. W. Stewart. Quinta de Oruiiiclio, ritli June, 18i 1. 

1 have received your letter of the 9th. 

I was allowed by the Cctramander in Chief to recommend for brevet 
promotion a certain number of officers ; and 1 was under the necessity of 
course of taking them from all parts of the army. I was also obliged to 
attend to the claims of seniority in instances in which the senior officer 
had besides the claim of merit. Under these circumstances, although the 
light regiments had their proportion of this promotion, I was not enabled 
to recommend your brother Capt. J. Stewart, although I certainly wished 
it. Gen. Craufurd has since proposed to me a plan, under which 1 could 
have got him the rank of Major, if tliat plan had been practicable ; but 
the Spaniards w’ere to be concerned ; and if the plan was practicable, so 
much time must elapse before they can be brought to consent to it, that 
it is useless to undertake it. I assure you that it will give me great sath- 
faction to have it in my power to forward the views of your brother in the 
service, not only for his advantage, but for that of the public. 

«- 

To Col. Gordon, C'oinmistary in Chief. <2uiuta de Graikicha, I2th June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 17th May, and 1 am much obliged 
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to you for the desire you express to render your department ubcfiil to ns 
in this country. 

The Portuguese commissariat, and all the departments attaeiieJ to \\u\t 
army, are in a miserably inefficient state from two causes : the want of 
authority to enforce obedience to order and regulation ; the want f>f inone} 
tt) defray the necessary expenses. 

The departments attached to the army are not liable to the military law , 
wo therefore have no power to punihh those guilty of any offence ; jind, 
as for expecting punisliment from complaint to the government or to the 
civil tribunals, it would he just as reasonable to •‘\})ect the ci>ming of the 
Messiah, or the return of King Sebastian. 

These unfortunate governments in the Peninsula had hern nduetnl to 
such a state of decrepitude, that 1 believe there was no authority ••\isting 
within Spain or Portugal before the French invaded these couT\trie‘«. 'fhe 
Frencli invasion did not improve this state of things , and since \ih'il 
called in Spain the revolution, and in JN)rtugal the restoration, no crime 
that I know of has been punished in either, excepting that of being a 
French partisan. Tliosc malversations in office ; those neglects of duty ; 
the disobedience of orders; the inattention to regulation, which tend to 
defeat all jilans for military ojieration, and ruin a state that is involved in 
war, more certainly than the plots of all the French partisans, are ]>assed 
unnoticed; and notwitlistanding the numerous complaints which Marshal 
lleresford and 1 have made, I don’t know that one individual has yet been 
punislied, or even dismissed from his office. 

The cause of this evil is the mistaken principle on which the govern- 
ment have proceeded. They have imagined that the* best founualion for 
their power was a low, vulgar popularity, of wliich the evidence is the 
shouts of the mob of Lisbon, and the regular attendance at their levees, 
and the bows and sc!a])e&, of people in office, who (uight l«) have otlier 
inodes of spending their time ; and to obtain this bubble the government 
of Portugal, as well ns the successive governments in Spain, have negh‘cted 
to perform those essential duties of all governments, vi/.., to Hirce those 
they are placed over to do their duty, by which, before this time, these 
countries would liave been out of danger. 

The otlier evil ib connected very materially witli the first. Tlie govern- 
ment will not regulate their finances, because it will interfere with some 
man’s job. They will not lay on new taxes, l)ecau*-e in all countries those 
who lay on taxes arc not favorites with the mob. They have a general 
income tax called 10 jfcr cent., and in some cases 20 j)rr wliich they 
have regulated in such a manner as that no individual, 1 believe, has paid 
a hundredth part of what lie ought ti) have paid Then, from want of 
money, they can pay nobody, and of course have not even the influence 
which they ought to have over the subordinate departments. The hire 
of mules and carts, the food for tlic animals and drivers, an* never paid ; 
and of course the animals die, and the people desert the service. 

The Commissaries have no money to purchase any thing in the country. 
I will not allow the soldiers to pillage. The government have no- money 
to pay for the transport of provisions from the magazines on the cojist to 
the army, and are hankru])t in credit, and are unwilling to execute th(‘ii 
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own law to force means of trsTisport; and the result is tliat the troops get 
nothing, and evt*ry department and branch of the service is paralysed. 

The remedy which lias been proposed from England has been that we 
should lake the commissariat upon ourselves. I have already done as 
much as I could in this way ; that is, under an arrangement which })ro- 
vides for the expense being subtracted from the subsidy. I have arranged 
that the Commissary Gen, shall provide for those parts of the army serv- 
ing with the British divisions. 1 know that we cannot do more without 
failure. 

In addition to embarrassments of all descriptions surrounding us on all 
bides, I have to contend with an ancient enmity between these two nations, 
which i'> more like that of cat and dog than any thing else, of which no 
sense of common danger, or common interest, or any thing, can get the 
better, even in individuals. 

Our transjiort, wliich is the great lever of the commissariat, is done 
principally, if not entirely, hy Spanish muleteers; and, to oblige Mr. 
Kennedy, iney would probably once or twice carry provisions to a Por- 
tuguese regiment, but they would prefer lofjuitus, and attend the French, 
to being obliged to perforin this duty constantly. 

When a P<»rtuguese brigade is in a British division, the muleteers 
don’t in<iuirc, und don’t know, for whom they carry the supplies ; and 
tlie Commissary with the division issues to the Portuguese Commissary 
what is re(|uired for the Portuguese troojis, taking his receipt for the 
(juanliticb, und a ch.irgi* is made against the subsidy for the actual cost, 
including a certain sum for transport from tlic magazines. 

There are but few i^ortuguese troops not serving in our divisions ; but 
there is the militia, there are the forts, and other establishments, to be 
jirovided for, into which we could not enter without involving ourselves 
in inextricable details and an enormous expense. 

The remedy for the existing evils is simple, and has been repeatedly le- 
commended by me as far back as Nov. at the jieriod of the Austiian 

]>eace It consists in the following measures: 

1st; To make the disposable income of the State more nearly equal to 
the expenditure, by reforms, improvements in collection, and some in- 
cr«‘ase of taxation. Something has lately b(»en done in this way, and I 
understand willi very considerable success but, notwithstanding my 
repeated remonstrances, and telling the government over and over again 
that money (that is, specie) could not be got for their cxjienses in Eng- 
land, and that they must look to the produce of their own exertions alone 
for that necessary, it is only lately that they have done any tiling. 

2dly ; To make all officers and departments connected with the army 
liable to the military law of the country. 

3dly ; To alter the military law of the country so as to render it moie 
ronformahle to the circumstances of the present day. 

dthly ; To appoint a Commissary Gen., with a sufficient number of depu- 
ties and assistants, to perform the duty of the army, instead of what is 
called a Junta, consisting of mcrcbatJts of Lisbon and their clerks, who 
have no responsibility, and know nolbifig of provisioning an army, ex- 
cepting the ])iofitable jobs they themselves derive from it, and to regulate 
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the duties of the Commissary Gen.’s office, in the manner the details of 
wliicli have been proposeil to them. 

.5thly ; To regulate tlie medical department, and render it liable to mih 
tary law. You will scarcely believe that the office of Physician Geti(*ra1 
is a sin»*curc, held for life, with a right to appoint a deputy, likf‘wise a 
sinecure held for life, and at the same time a right to inU*rfere ii^ tbe me 
ilieal department, and to prevent any body else from doing any good. 

Othly ; To regulate the department of the arsenal, and render its officers 
liable to the military law. This is a departnieni c(mnected not only witli 
army and military stores, hut with the clotlung and ajipointments of the 
army ; and this also is managed by a .Tunta. responsible to nobody, and 
who do notliing. 

It may he observed that all these impiovements w'ould do very well, 
hut still that a British Commissary or two might he of use. So they 
might if they were worth having; but if they are worth having, 1 can’t 
‘ [mro them ; and if they are not, they will do no good to the Portuguese 
concerns. In fact, there is no want of ability in the country or of good 
will. The wants consist in what wc can’t give them, unless more disjio- 
sition is shown to attend to our counsel, and the local governments deter- 
mine to alter their system, and really to do their duty by their country. 

To Lieut. Geii. Sir C. Asgill, Barf. Quinta de Graniclia, 12th June, IKl], 

I have received your letter of the 18th May, and 1 shall he very happy 
to give you every assistance in my power, in carrying into (\aution the 
charitable intentions of the poo]de of Ireland. That which the people of 
Portugal have lost, from the want of which they are likely to su^Tmost, 
is their laboring cattle, bullocks : Ireland cnnld supply many ; and cows 
with calf would be very acceptable. Building materials, such fis planks, 
nails, and bar iron, would he very useful ; large casks with iron hoops 
would also be desirable, particularly at an early jieriod, as the French 
destroyed their casks, and they will find it difficult to replace them in 
time to receive the wine harvest of this year. Blankets, and coarse 
woollen in the piece, might be sent with advantage. 

To tlie Offirer cumtni;. at Niza. Quinta de Graiiiclia, IStli June, 1811. 

I re(|uest that the brigade of cavalry under Major Gen. Anson, which 
1 understand arrived at Niza on the 1 2th, and the Light division of in- 
fantry under Major Gen. Craufurd, which 1 understand arrived at Niza 
on this day, the 13th, may march to Portal egre on the morning of the 
1 5th iiist. 

the OfKcer commg. the 1st Division of Infantry. Quinta de (iianicba, I3tli June, 181 1. 

I request that the 1st division of infantry, with the artillery attached, 
or marching with it, which I understand arrived this day at Villa Velha, 
Sarnadas, and the villages between Villa Velha and Costello Branco, may 
cross the Tagus at Villa Velha, on the morning of the 15th inst, and 
proceed to Niza, and on the 16th to Portalcgre. 

'I'o Lieut. Gku. Sir S. Cotton, JUrf. Quinta (Je Graniclia, 13th June, 1811, 7 r.M. 

1 have received your letter of 10 a. m., and if you have no authority. 
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excc]>ting — ’h report, for saying that the enemy were in LO 0 

Santos, 1 should be inclined to doubt it. However, 1 have ordered Gen. 
Hamilton's division to Albuera this night ; and if 1 should not receive a 
contradiction of the report before Uie moon rises 1 shall go there myself. 

To Maniiial Sir W. C. Beresfurd, K.B. Quinta de Gnuiicha, 13th June, 1811, 7 p.m. 

I enclose some letters just received. 1 doubt the enemy being in Los 
Santos, although, as Drouet joined either last night or this morning, they 
will j)robably move to-morrow. I have ordered Hamilton to move to 
Albuera, and I shall go there to-night if 1 should not receive a contradic- 
tion of the report before the moon rises. 

To Lioul. Gon. Sir B. K|)encpr, K.B. 

Quinta de Granlrha, 13th June, 1811, 20 min. past 8 I^^T. 

I liave just received your letter of yesterday evening ; and 1 request 
that th(‘ blankets, which the Commanding officers of regiments may be 
desirous of getting rid of, may be sent by return mules to llie Commis- 
sary's stores at Abrantes, if any should be sent there. A mule will not 
carry more than ahoul 40, and they should be made uj> in packages of 20 
each. 4'he (‘omnianding officers of regiments should report to the Q. M. G. 
the nnmher they send into store, and to what place. 

1 send directions to (Jen. Craufurd to march witli the Light division, 
and to (Jen. Anson to march wdth his cavalry, to Portalegrc on the 15th, 
and to the 1st division to march on the siiiue day to Niza, and on the 16tb 
to Portnlegre ; and I rt»{pH\««t you to order Gen. Cain])bcll and (ien. Pack 
to move on the Ihth to Villa Velha and Sarnadas, and on the lOth to 
Niza. Tlie otlier brigade of cavalry may move into Castello Branco on 
llte 15lh, kfe])ing still a look towards Salvaterra. I beg that the 9 
j)ounders the reserve artillery, &c., may move with any division with 
which they may be. 

To the Enil of Liverpool. Quinta de Oraiiicha, 13th June, 1811. 

I beg leave to inform your Lordship that, since the commencement of 
the siege of Biidajoz, 52 of the Chasseurs Britanni(jues have deserted, 
notwithstanding that we have with the army only a selection of tliat corps ; 
(iSf) who are suspected being left behind at Lisbon. The inconvenience 
of the desertion of the soldiers of this army is very great, because it is 
almost the only mode by which the enemy can acquire intelligence ; but, 
besides the inconvenience which all must feel, the disgrace is no trifle, 
and it would be very desirable if these corps could he relieved by others. 

J much fear from all that I hear that the recruiting of tliese c(>rps has not 
been conducted as governpient intended, and that prisoners have been 
enlisted, as well os deserters, into the Chasseurs Britanniques and the 
Bcunswick Legion. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 131V. June, \SU. 

In consequence of a report frdm the Chief Engineer, Lieut. Col. 
Fletcher, that the fire from San Cfistoval might occasion the loss of 
many lives in the operations on the left of the Guadiana, and the breach in 
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tliat outwork having been apparently much improved by Uie fire through* 
out the 6th, 1 directed that an attempt miglit be made to carry Sun 
Cristoval by storm that night. Major Gen. HoiiHtouii, who conducted 
the operations of the siege on the right of tlie Guadiana, accordingly 
ordered a detachment under Major Macintosh, of tlie 85t]i regt., to make 
Uie attempt. The men advanced under a very heavy fire of musketry and 
liand grenades from tlie outworks, and of shot and shells from tlie town, 
with the utmost intrepidity, and in the best ordtT. to the bottom of the 
breach; the advanced guard being l«l by Kiihign Dyas, of tin frist regt., 
who volunteered to jierforni this duty ; but they found that the enoiny Imd 
cleared the rubhibh from the bottom of the escarp ; and, notwithstanding 
that they were provided ivith ladders, it w<uj impossible to iiiount it. 
1’hey retired with some loss. 

The fire upon San Cristoval, os well as n]>on the ]»lacc, continued on 
the 7th, 8th, and 9th, on which day the breacli in the wall of San Cri'-- 
toval appeared jiracticahle, and 1 directed that a second attempt should he 
made on that night to obtain possession of that outwork. Majc^r Cien 
Iloustoun ordered another detachment ft»r this service, under the coni- 
inand of Major M‘(ieechy, of the nth Portuguese regt., wlio, wiih the 
officers destined to command the difrerent ]>arties composing tlie detach- 
ment, luul been employed throughout tlie 8th and 9th in reconnaitring 
tlie breach and the different approaches to it. They advanc(*d at about 9 
at night, in the host order, though opposed by the same means, ami with 
the same determination as laid been opposed to the detachment which liad 
made tlie attempt on the Glli. Ensign Dyas* again led the service, and 
the storming party arrived at the foot of the breach ; liut they lound it 
im])os.sih]c to mount it, the enemy having » • u i cleared the rubbish from 
tlie bottom of the escar]). The detaclimcnt suffered coiisiderahly, and 
Major M‘(ieechy, the Commanding officer, was unfortunately killed, and 
others of the offic<*r& fell; but tlie troops continued to inaintHin their 
station till Major Gen. Iloustoun ordered them to retire. 

When tli(' reinforcements had arrived from the frontiers of Castille, 
after the battle of Alhuera, I undertook tlie siege of Badajoz, entertaining 
a belief lliat the means of which I had the command would rc^duce the 
place liefore tlie end of the second week in June, at which time I ex- 
liccted that the reinforcement for ihe enemy’s southern army, detached 
from Castille, would join Marshal Soult. I was unfortunately mistaken 
in my estimate of llie quality of these means. 

The ordnance belonging to the garrison of Elvas is very ancient and 
inctimplete ; unjirovidcd witli the improvements adopted liy modern 
science to facilitate and render more certain the use of cannon; and 
although classed generally as 24 pounders, the guns were found to be of 
a calibre larger tlian the shot in the garrison of that weight. The fire 
from this ordnance was therefore very uncertain, and the carnages proved 
to he worse even than we supposed th <7 were ; and both guns and car- 

* EnsifTn Dyaa surcct'di'd by rfirinu'iital rotation to a Li<‘ut«*iiaiic\ , and renialiicd a 
ftidialteni in the 51gt until the 3(ltli Ort. 1820. A reprewntation ofhig nerv l(e» and )Kwili(*ri 
was then a^'aiii made to H. R II. the ('oitiinaiiiler in Chief. He was, in coiuM^ueiice, 
]rromoted to lie C<i)>taiii of a company in a Ceylon regiment, but shortly afteiwards re- 
tired from the service 
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riagrs were rendered ubclese so frequently by the effect of our own fire 
as to create delay, in consequence of the necessity which existed for ex- 
changiiifii; both in the advanced batteries. Those who are accustomed to 
observe tin* effect of the fire of artillery will be astonished to learn that 
fire was kept up from the 2d to the 10th inst. from fourteen 24 pounders, 
upon the wall of the castle of Badajoz, constructed of rammed eartli and 
loose stones, of which the foot was seen at the distance of from 400 to 
fiOO yards, and that it had not at last effected a practicable breach. It 
was impossible to estimate the length of time which would elapse before 
a practicable breach could have been effected in this wall ; and, even if 
one had been effected, it was the opinion of the engineers and others, as 
well 08 iny own, that although the breach could have been stormed, we 
could not have formed our troops to attack the enemy’s intrenchment 
within, unless we had possession of Fort San Cristoval. 

We had failed in two attempts to obtain possession of Fort San Cris- 
toval, and it was obvious to me tliat we could not obtain possession of 
that outwork without performing a work which would have required the 
labor of several days to accomplish it. 

On the morning of the lOth inst. 1 received the enclosed intercepted 
dispatch, from tlie Due de Dalmatic to the Due dc Raguse,* which pointed 
out clearly the enemy’s design to collect in Estremadura their whole 
fi»rce ; and 1 had reason to believe that Bonet’s corps, which had marched 
from Toledo on the 28th and 29th May, and was expected at Cordova on 
the .5th and Olh inst., would have joined the southern army by the 10th ; 
and It was generally expected in the country that the southern army 
would have moved by that time. 

'riie movement of this army alone would have created a necessity for 
raising the siege ; but on the bame morning I received accounts from the 
frontiers of Castille, wliich loft no doubt of the destination of tlio ‘ Armee 
dc PvriwjaT to the southward, and gave grtmnd for belief that they v^(*uld 
arrive at M<*rida on the 1 5th inst. I therefore ordered that the siege 
should be raised. I am concerned to add that this measure was rendered 
expedient, not only by the military considerations to wliich J have above 
referred, but by others ndativc to the security of Elvas. 

If the siege had been continued only for 2 days longer there would 
have remained in Elvas only 10,000 24 pound shot; a quantity by no 
means sufficient for its defence, if the course of events should enable the 
enemy to attaek that place; and I leani that there arc none at Lisbon, 
and if there were any, the government, under present circumstances, have 
not the power of procuring means of transport to send it up 

Since the troops under Sir W. Beresford have been in this part of the 
country, Gen. Hamilton’s division of Portuguese troops, consisting of 3 
brigades, had been supplied with provisions generally from the stores of 
Elvas, as well as the troops of the garrison ; and the stores of Elvas had 
been very inadequately, if at all, upheld to answer these demands. The 
coiisequenee is that there are nut at^his moment in the fort supplies for 
the garrison for one fortnight. » 
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All the means of transport wliich could be collected in this neighbour- 
hood were employed in aid of the o])cratiun8 of the siege, from which 
they could not be relieved till the biege should be raised, and the urdnanci* 
and stores returned to Elvas. 

The application of these means of transport, to bring a supply to Llvas 
from the British magazines at Abraiitcs (which is tlie rcbourcc from which 
at last it must be drawn), and the eventual safety of that place, depended 
upon the early discontinudiice of the operations against Badajoz; and 
this, indejiendent of tlie cirrumstances aluive referreil to, and tlie military 
considerations resulting from them, was a principal motive with me for 
raising the siege on the lOth inst. From this eircumstanee your Ijord- 
bhip will bee additional reason to lament the btate of ineflleiency of all Uie 
Portuguese de]>artment8 attached t<» the army. It affords an additional 
])roof of the emharrassments which meet me at every turn, from wants 
and deficiencies for which the Portuguese government ought to provide, 
but which invariably at hist fall, at the mrist critical moments, upon the 
resources which have been provided, witli great difliculty and labor, and 
at great expense*, by the departments of the Hritibh army. 

1 have every reubon to he batibtied witli tlie ronduct of all the officers 
and troops employed at tlie biege of Badajoz, whose labors and exertions 
deserved a very different result. Major Gen. Picton directed the opera- 
tions (tn the left of tlie Guadiana, and Major Gen. Houstoun on the right; 
and 1 am much indebted to tliobo officers, as well as to Major Gen. 
Hamilton^ anil the other General and Suff officers, and the ollieers and 
troops under tlieir command respectively. Jiieut. Col. Fletcher, of the 
Iloyal engineers, was the directing engineer, and immediately t .perin- 
tended the operations on the left of the Gouluna, and Capt. S(juire those 
on the riglit of that river; and these officers, and the corps of Royal 
engineers, have, by their conduct on this o(*cabion, augmented their claims 
to my ajiprobation. Lieut. Col. Framingliam comnmiuled the artillery, 
having under his orders Major Dickson, attached to the Portuguese ser- 
vice, who, during the absence of Lieut. Col. Framingham with the troops 
which were employed to cover the operations, conducted all the details of 
this imjiortant department. I had every reason to he satiblied with these 
officers, and most particularly with Major Dickson,* from whose activity, 
zeal, and intelligence, the British sf rvice has derived great advantage in 
the different operations against Badajo/. Capt. Cloves, of the Hanoverian 
artillery, conducted that department on the right of the Guadiana with 
great success. 

The service of the batteries was performed by detachments from the 
1st, 2d, and 3d regts. of l^ortuguese artillery, who conducted themselves 
remarkably well. Tliey were aided by Capt. Kainsford’s company of Uic 
Royal artillery, who were indefatigable; some of them having never 
quitted the batteries. 

1 am much indebted to Gen Leite, the governor of the province of 

* Tlic iaiii Major Gen. Sir Alex. Dickson, K.C then Capt. Dickson, R.A., and 
M.ijor ill the Portiifruese sc i vice. The details and su^jeruitciideiicti ol the artillery at the 
Riiges were piiucijjally couiided to hiiu. 
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Alentejo and of Elv^is, fur tho aHsistance which he again afforded me in 
this opcratiun. 

1 enclose a return of the killed and wounded throughout the siege, 
from wliich your Lordship will observe that, excej)ting in the attempts to 
obtain possession of San Cristoval, our loss has not been severe. We 
still maintain the blockade of JBadajoz ; and I know from an intercepted 
letter, that the enemy had in the place, on Uie 28th May, only 3 weeks* 
])r(»visi()ns. 

I have not yet heard that the enemy have moved from their position at 
Llerena, and 1 imagine that the arrival of the 9th corps has been delayed 
longer than was expected; and it is probable that Soult will be unwilling 
to move till he hears of the movements of the ‘ Anme de PortmjaV They 
broke up from the Tormes on the 3d, and their advanced guard arrived 
at Ciudad Rodrigo on the evening of the 5th. TTiey moved forward again 
on tlie 0th, and Jd(‘ut. Oen. Sir B. Spencer withdrew the advanced guard 
of the troojw under his command, first to Nave d’Aver, and thence to 
Alfaiates ; having his main Ixjdy on the high ground behind Soito ; and 
on the following morning he retired behind the Coa at Sabugal. The 
eiunny jiatrolled on the Gth into Fuentes de Oiioro and int(> Nave d’Aver. 

I enclose Sir B. Spencer’s report* of these operations, from which it 
appears that the Royal dragoons, under Col. Clifton, and a sf(uadron of 
the 14th, the whole directed by Major Gen. Slade, distinguished them- 
selves. 


Lu‘ut. Cell. Sp IJ, .Sjjfiirei to Geii. Vise. Wclliiijjton. Soito, 7tli June, 1811. 

Ill III) lotloi of the .Olh nisi, fiom Villar Formoso, I did myself the honor of ac- 
(|UiiintiniT Mnir Ijordshi)! Ihnt I had just returned from tlie heights in front of 
(.lalli goM, fruni hence 1 discovered a body of the enemy of about ,‘5000 imm, coii- 
Histiiig of 500 eavalry and 1?5()0 infantry. \Mth artillery, entering C'iudad liodiigo 
from the Salainunca road. 1 requested Col, Wuteis to remain on the height until 
siiiiset, to mil ice >^hcther aii) more of the enemy followed those which T liuve 
iiieiitioned, and he rt polled to me that they were succeeded bj another coiuimi : 
but I have strong reason to ihiuW, fiom wdiat 1 shall relate to your Lordship, that 
they must have inarched large bodies of infantry and cavalry into Cindtid Rodrigo 
in the course of the night. 

According to >our Lordship’s instructions I concentrated the troops rather 
more in their cantoiiineiits, upon hearing, a few days before, that the enemy were 
moving ill the direction of Ciudad Rodrigo, and took the other necessary precau- 
tions for fulling back. 

'Phe enemy advanced, as I thought it probable, at daybreak on the morning of 
the (ilh, in ‘J columns ; one taking the direction of Gallegos, and tlie other that of 
C’arpio and Lspeja. 'Phe fonner was a heavy column of cavalry and infantry, 
with several guns, and tlie latter consisted of about 0000 lufaiitrv ; but in saving 
lliis ] should observe tliut, from the nature of the country, the rear of these 
columns could not he diseo\crcd. They had also upwards of 2000 cavalry, and 
10 guns, which moved across*' the plain in front of Fuentes de Oiloro. 

From the nature of tho country being so perfectly open, and tlie ]>robability of 
Uio enem> bringing a large portion of his cavalry upon this point, 1 deemed it 
most prudent to withdraw the Light division under Brig. Gen. Craufiird, which 
accordingU fell buck from Gidlegos and Espeja, at 2 o'clock in the morning, upon 
Na\e d*A\er. 

Observing the rapidity of the eiieniy^ advance, and the superior iiiiinbcr of his 
cavulix, the Light divUibii, with the hors^ artillery attached to them, was directed 
to retire further back upon Alfaiates, the Ist and 5th dixisloiis graduall) falling 
back from .\ldeu da Ponte and Na\e d’Avei to ihe heights just hchiiul Soito, and 
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I imagine that the enemy’s march in this direction was intended as a 
reconnaissance, and to cover the march of a convoy to Ciudad Roilngo, ns 
on llie following day, the * 1111 , the whole moved from thence to Moras- 
verdes, in the direction of the Puerto de Ihihos; near which ptihs Gen. 
Regiiier had been with 2 divisions of the ‘ Artme dt l^ortuyuV since the 
5th. On the 8th, in the evening, one division of Gen. Kegnier’s troo]>i* had 
come through Banos; and 1 expect that those divisions will have arrived 
at Plascncia on the 9th, and the wdiole army on the 10th. 

1 had directed Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer to make n movement cor- 
responding with those of the enemy, if they should move to the south- 
ward ; and the greatest part of his corps i-i now at C'astello liranco and 
Villa Velha; and a part of it on this side of the Tagus, at Niza. 

The Commissary Gen. has thrown a sufTicient quantity of pn^vihions 
into all the places on the frontier, and measures are in progress to im- 
prove the defence of them all. 

P.S. Since writing this dispatch I have received aci-oimls that Gen. 
Drouet’s troops joined on tlie enemy’s right at Bcrlanga and Azuaga 
yesterday, and a report that tlieir cavalry were in movement towards Los 
Santos this morning. The British cavalry and the 2d and 4th divisions 
were about to march from Villa Pranca and Almendrjilejo towi.rds 
Albuera; and 1 have ordered there Gen. Hamilton’s division; and 1 sliull 
proceed there this night myself, if I should find this report conlirmed. 


the Gth division from Malliada-sordu to Kendo, the cavalry remaining in trout 
of Alfaiates. 

It is with great pleasiiie I have to ni<*iition the \(‘ry adinirahle conrliu't of llie 
Koyals, under the command of Lieut. Col. Clifton,* and one troop of the 1 Ith licht 
dragoons, which being all that were employed In eoveriiig the front from Villar 
dc Yegua to Kspoja, were assembled at uallegON ioul retreated from thence agree- 
ably to my directions. 'I’he force which they were opposed to, yonr Lordship is 
in ]iosscs8ion of in this letter ; and notwitlistunding all the eflorls of (ieii Mont- 
bruii, w'lio commanded the Freiicli cavalry, to oiitiluiik tlie Kritisli, pressing tlnmi 
at the same time in front with 8 pieces of cannon, their retiring lo Nave tfAver 
merits the highest admiration. 

In ofleriiig my sense of their conduct, and of ihe very stubborn inaiincr in 
which they retired, I derive very great satisfartifm in acquainting yonr Ijordslii]) 
that Majjir Gen. Slade directed in person the wdiole of the affair, and by his mow- 
inent.» foiled the designs of Uie enemy, and the Krilish cavalry inaintaiiicd, as 
usual, their high clmractcr. 

The Major (ieii., in his report to me, speaks in miicli praise of Major I)f»rville, 
of the Royal dragoons; of Capt. Purvis, of the same regiment; and of ('apt. 
Dowson, of the 14th light dragoons, who had opportunities of distinguishing 
themselves much. 

1 am not able to judge exactly of the designs of the enemy, but 1 know that they 
left Salamanca witli 18,000 infantry, and with upwards of 3000 cavalry, and 31 
pieces of artillery, on the road lo Ciudad liodrigo. 

Ill concluding my statement of the movements of yesU'rduy, I beg leave to odd 
my acknowledgments for the choice made by your Lordship, of the Hon. Col. 
Pakenbam, and of Lieut. Col. De Lancey, at the head of their respective depart- 
ments, witii this portion of the army ; their zeal and good judgment arc already 
known to your Lordship. 

Tlie loss of the cavalry upon this occasion, 1 am happy to say, amntiiitcd to 
no more than 10 K. and F. wounded, and 9 missing; and G horses killed, 10 
wounded, and 4 missing. 

* Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Clifton, K.C.K. 
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Rctam of killed, wounded, and nngsing, in the several aflaiis with the French army, from 
the 30th May tu the 1 llh June, ISll, inclusive. 

Head quarters, Quinta de St. Joao, 13th June, 1811. 
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To Uio Karl of Livct|kk}1. Qiiinfu do Granicha, 13tb June, 1811. 

1 encloHc the weekly state of the Ist inst., from whicdi you will observe 
that our list of sick and wounded is much iitcreased. We have no siek- 
ncss of any con8e(|uence, hut I should tliink not less than 7000 altogether. 

I likewise enclose the last return from llelem, which will show of 
what descriptions the men returned sick absent, in the May returns, are 
composed. There arc now at Elvas 300 or 400 recovered, who cannot 
join for want of arms and accoutreiiicnts ; our friends the Spaniards hav- 
ing ])layed tlie usual trick of jdiiiidering the arms and accoutrements of 
the wounded at Alhuera, on the field of battle. 1 am much annoyed 
about lhidaj<jz, although convinced 1 could not have taken the place with 
the means we liad of carrying on the operation. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Alhuera, 14Ui June, 1811, 10 a.m. 

I find that Gen. Hlake is not satisfied with the arrangement made for 
feeding his troops on thidr [)ast>age through Portugal, and he insists upon 
having rations at Jurumenha. 1 beg you to give most particular orders 
to the Governor of Jurumenha to allow no armed men to go into his fort, 
and to give rations to nobody not belonging to the garrison, without an 
order from you. 

The French are in strength in Los Santos, and we are not certain of 
any thing on this side of that town, although it has been reported they are 
every where. We could not take the position in front of this for want of 
water. If what I have heard this morning is true, they must be this day 
at Truxillo. 

P.S. If our provisions should be sent to Jurumenha they should be well 
('seorted, fur fear of outrages, if Blake should be on his march. 

To R. Kennedy, E«iq., CommiBBary General. Alhuera, 14th June, 1811. 

1 learn from Gen. Blake, that his demand in Portugal will be for 
1 3,000 men, and 1 request you, therefore, to order rations for 26,000 at 
each of the stations I mentioned to you. 

Au Capt. G€n. Don J. Blake. X Albuera^ce 14 Juin, 1811, ik 10 heures du matin. 

J’ai eii Pl)onneur de recevoir votre lettre du 13 dans la nuit; et je suis 
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bien Ache d’etre oblipt do vous prt*vcnir quo los Comnussaires no 
peuvent donner des rations A vos tronpos, apres Icur cntrdo cmi I^ortugal, 
que dans les lieux nonimes dans la route que j’ai eii rhonueur de vous 
indiqucr. Ainsi il resto a votrc Excellenee d<* faire les arranpeniens qui 
seront ndcessaires a Oliveruja ou a Valvcrde pour oiiipt^cher quo les 
troupes ne souffrent rineonvtfnieiit de iie trouvcr rien a manger le jour 
qu’clles arriveront A Jurumenha. 

To Major Gen. l^ctoii. Alltiicra, 1 1th .Iniie, Ifil 1. 

Col. Murray has coinniumcatcd to me your letter to him of last night, 
in whieh you have expressed a want of eonfiileoee in tlieS|Wiiish troojKs(at 
which 1 am not astonished), and have desired specifie ue turns. My 

object in keeping any troo])S before IbuUjoz pist at piesent, ii to maintain 
the blockade, and provtmt the ganison from getting provisions 

Adverting to the disposable strength ol the garriMon, whieh may be 
about 2500 men, and to the deseriptioti of tnnijis whu h are eo-operating 
in the blockade, and to tlie advantage wliicb ibe enemy would immedi- 
ately derive from the possession of our advanced batteries and trenches, as 
cover for their outposts, as far lis the rangi* of t lien guns would reach, J 
liavc thought il expedient that we slioiild <*ontinue to hold those .ulvi’iieed 
batteries and trenches. It is not very probable that, as long as we are so 
forward, the enemy will attempt any thing upon the Sjianiards , nor, witli 
2500 men, are tliey likely to make any formidable soilie upon us. I 
don’t think it at all neeessaiy to employ 1 500 men to guard theso trenches : 
we have nothing in them to guard, and in my opinion, one quarter of the 
number would be sufbciciit. If these guards should be attacked by a 
superior force, thedr retreat is always secun» and covered ; and if liiey are 
so attacked, they must be considered as an^ • iher advanced guard not able 
to keep its ground, and must be kept farther back. 

In respect to otlicr points, all I wish is to have a strict })lockade kept ; 
the ground favors it, and the Spanish troops who may be emjiloyed in it 
might be encamped so far off as to he out of the reach of sorties by the 
garrison, and the situation of their piquets altered, in order to prevent 
the facility of enterprise against them. J have gone thus into details, 
because you desired it. I think it probable, however, that I shall be 
obliged to relieve you from this duty before long. 

To Lieut Geii. SirS. Cotluii, liart. Albucra, 14th June, IRll, 9 pm 

I have received your letter of 3 p.m. , and I hope that you will have 
taken up the position near Solana, keeping your parties of observation 
out. You will have good cover there. As for the Spaniards, wc must 
manage them the best way we can ; but as for tin Portuguese, tliey are 
entirely under your orders, and you must direct Paes what he is to do, 1 
wish you to treat them in every respect as British cavalry, observing 
always that their horses arc of an inferior order. Arc you certain that 
the enemy arc in Villa Franca? 

P.S. The bivouac which Hill quitted this morning appears to be an 
excellent situation for the cavalry to-morrow. It is in an olive wood, 
half a league south of Solana. 
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To Lieut. Gen. Sir 8. C*»tlnn, Kart. A1l)iiora, 1 Jth June, 1811, 8^ a.m. 

A note from you arrivtMl here a little after 5 this morning, \vhich Capt. 
James lost; and if its contents are important, I request that you will 
repeat them. 

Gen. Loy has sent in here to inform me that the enemy were advancing 
upon S*“ Marta, and had already come as far as Feria about 6 o’clock, and 
tlmt he intended to retire upon Almendral as soon as he should ascertain 
the fart. 1 conclude that I shall hear from the officer of our cavalry who 
IS at S*“ Marta. 

1 have heard from the north of th#* G uadi ana that the French from 
Castillo were in Truxillo on the 13th. They will 'therefore be in Merida 
this night. 

P.S. The letter that was lost was brought by a man of the 4th dra- 
goons, who takes this back, and wiio was dispatched at half past 1 this 
morning. I understand that the letter was not directed for me, but for 
Murray. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir S Cotton, Kart. Albueid, 15th June, 1811, noon. 

As I have not lieard from you upon the subject, I conelude that you 
have not beard that tin* enemy’s cavalry arrived in S'* Marta* 2 hours ago. 
Some officers wliom we liad there say that they could see no infantry from 
the steeple of the chuich ; but a Spanish officer, sent here by Gen Loy, 
reports that tbore vcrc infantry as well as cavalry, and that the infantry 
were upon their own right f»f the great road from Los Santos. 

The Portuguese cavalry are now marching from S‘" Marta upon tins 
])lace, and the Spanish cavalry under Loy upon Almendral. I liave not 
hoard of the party of British cavalry which was to have been there, and 
to ha\c reported to me here. You ought to fall back with jour cavalry 
to tlie wood in front of tins place, otherwise you may he too late. 

Tu U. KciiTH'ily, Ksq., Coiiitiiissary Geiicial. Albiieiii, l.'ilii JiiiiP, 1811, noon 

I tliink that Gen. Rlake will commence hib march from Jurumenha for 
Redondo on the 17th or IHtli, and you had hotter send up, on the receipt 
of this letter, to have tlic rations got ready. 


To Maishiil Sii W C. Ilerebford, K.B. Alhucrn, 15(h June, 181?. 

It ^’vould be very desirable cither to appoint a General officei to com- 
mand in Upper Beira, as Lc Cor does in Lower Beira, or to extend the 
jmwers of Le Cor over Upper Beira; and to have the militia there, if 
not actually embodied in their towns, which in my opinion they ought to 
he, at least in such a state of organization as that we can get them for 
duty when we shall want them. This would relieve me from the neces- 
sity of keeping a division of infantry in Beira, at least while the enemy 
are weak in Castille, which is very desirable in the existing state of our 
army. 

P S. The Spaniards have sent us word that the French arc advancing 
upon S ‘ Marta, which however we have not heard from any other 


* A ftdv reiHirt. 
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RUthority, and wp have officers at that place : as an officer, however, has 
arrived from Truxillo, and reports tliat the French entered that tf)wn on 
the 13th, and they will be in Merida this evening, I shall break up fn»m 
hence this evening. 

To Lieut Col. FletchiT, R.K. I5tli Jiiiii, 1811. 

As we are not likely to have occasion for tlie d or 7 ) tin pontoons, re- 
maining of the 6 brought from Lisbon, for ^oine time; and ue ^Imll 
have plenty of otlier. by tlie tune we shall Imve oonsKm to nsi* I 

am desirous of giving the 4 or .5 tin pontocn-, ni'W ai Ilhii*', »Mth iheii 
carriage** and all the equiJllnent^ belonging to ihein | e\cej>iitig the Ilor‘*e‘^), 
to (jcn lilake ; and 1 reipie^t you to deluci tliein to tla pi’ison who will 
give you tliis letter, or a duplicate of it. 

As the Hying bridge between Klvas 'in<| H.ulajtt/ ran no lf)nger be of 
any use to any body, I think it might he a'- well to tak** it up, and have 
the boats, &c , lodeed in Klvas logelhei with the boats, casks, btores, 
&c., still at Jiiriiiuenha. All this should be done as soon as may be in 
yoiii power 

Au Capt (iiii J. lilaki*. A Al)>iif i<l, < i* I'i.liiiii, IMl 

Je viens de reeevoir la b»ttre de votre Kxeelb nr(‘ de iiinb et deini. 
Je nc vous ai jias (Vrit sui les tveneniens de S’“ ^larla paieeipie lout i 
riicure, seulement, I’li re<;u des nouvclles du (itfiinal l^oy cjin a du vous 
ecrii e. 

Je viens de reeevoir iin raj>j)ort du Gt'neral Cotton d’A/.au(‘liiil, qui int 
dit (|ue rennemi a seulement ^(1) boniines de cavalerie a S’* M'lHa. 11 
ne me dit pas ou est I’infanlerie de I’ennen I * I’offieier rpii esl vemi de 
la part du Gtneral J.oy ni'a dit (pi’iI y eii .*iail a S’* Marta LVnnerni 
n’a pas encore depasse le hois de ce c6te-ei de S** Marta; et le (it lit ml 
Erskineecrit a 11 J lieures deCortede IVleas qu’il allait y envo^er 3 e'-ea- 
drons de cavalerie Anglaise. La cavalerie Portugaise est dans le hois eii 
avant d’ici. 

Vous avez recu rarraugement propo^-e jiour la niarche de cetfe unit. 
J’ai doiine Tordre a votre cavalerie de se rejdier au hois qui est en avant 
d’Albuera, et aiissitot qu’elle arrivera je vous ferai dire riieure a laquelle 
je ferai marelier rinfanterie 

Si Tinfanteric de rennemi e&t earn pee a Fena, il est probable qu’clle 
marchera a Marta dans Tapris midi. 

All Capn (lui Don J. Ulaki*. A Alliuera, ce ICi Juin, 1811, p*m. 

Je viens de reeevoir un rapport que I’ennemi a quitle Marta et sV^t 
porte du cottS d’Azaucbal. Je cruis que la cavalerie Anglaise y est main- 
tenant, ct que la cavalerie Espagnolc y sera rctournee. 

Le General Hill sc mettra en marchc au lever de la lune, e’est-a-dire, 
vers 1 heure du matin. 

To Lieut (^ 11 . Sir S. Cotton, Dart. Albuera, 16th June, 1811, 8 a.m. 

I was in hopes that the cavalry would have been here some hours ago, 
in consequence of the orders sent to you yesterday and last night. This 
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movemeTit does not depend solely upon what is passing in your front, but 
principally upon what is passing upon your left ; and you must recollect 
that from hence you have 0 leagues at least to Elvas, near which place pro> 
bably it will he necessary the cavalry should be to-morrow morning. Under 
these circumstances, 1 was anxious that you should be here early this 
morning, in order that men and horses might have time to go to rest and 
feed, and that your baggage might have time to get off before you in the 
afternoon. 

Your note of 9 p.m. did not arrive till after 4 this morning. The 
officer of the 4th dragoons to stay with Gen. Slade did not arrive till tlie 
troops liad marched, and Gen. Hill was leaving this also, about 4. All 
this shows how uncertain this description of communication is at night, 
and how desirable it is that a certain direction given to a particular 
body of troops, as part of a general combination, should be strictly 
adhered to. 


To R. KniTHnly, C'omniihsiiry General. Albuera, 10th June, 1811. 

1 am afraid that you are deceived about the bread in possession of the 
2d and Light divisions, as I understand they l)ad none yesterday, and tlu' 
cavalry no corn. I understood from you that all these divisions had their 
biscuit com])lete. 

I have given an order, which you will sec, ihat the blankets in the pos- 
session of the soldiers of the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 7th divisions should be sent 
to your stores at Klvas as occasion may offer. It is desirable that they 
should be sent to Lisbon by the return carriages, and there cleaned and 
put into store. 


Au Capt. (iieii. Dun .T. Ulakc. A Alhiiero, ce IC Juin, 1811. 

JiVnnemi n’a fait aucun mouveinent encore de ce c6tt;-ci. Scs vedettes 
sont ])rcs de Feria, et a Solana, Azauchal, &c. Nos postes d’ohservation 
sont h Marta en avant de Corte de Peleas, &c. Le General I./ov est 
ici, et je Tai prie d’envoyer un escadron a Almendral pour y rester, si vous 
n’y avez })as laisse dc ca valeric. Notre cavalerie est ici. 

LVnncmi avait liier 5000 hommes d’infanteric a Villa Franca ; et vers 
le soir ils sont entres a Almendralejo, mais je ne sais pas en quel nombre. 

G, O. QuuitA in front of ElTaB, Ifith Juno, 181 1 

1. Tlie Commanding officerg of regimeiita ore to inakr reqiiisitiuns upon the Q. M. G. 
for siicli intrenching tools as tliey may want to complete the number required to lie in ptn- 
■essiun of each regiment or luittalion. 

2. The Commanding ollicorM of regiments in the 2d, .Id, 4th, and 7tli dixisions of infan- 
try, and of Hiig. Gen. Icing's and Col. De Grey's brigades of cavalry, who are not desii.'us 
of retain log tlie soldiers' blankets, are to liave tlinn paeked in hales, eontainiiig eaeh *20 
blankets, and to send tiicm as opportunities of sending tliein bhull offer into the Coinniis- 
■ary's stores at Klvas. The Gmyiiunding oflieers of regiments will repuit to the Q. M. G. 
wluit iiumlier of blankets have been sent into store by each regiment. 

•3. The General otHeers eoniiiianding divisions are requested to give particular directions 
that the (i. O. may he strictly attended to, which require that all men unable to nioreh on 
account of sickness should lie sent into the general hosuital immediately. 

4. No ofliccr can be enabled to form an opinion of the moment at which the troops under 
his rommand may he called upon to move, and although tiie means of transport witli the 
anil} may he sufficient to remove those who Itaay by accident foil sick, if they should be 
removed immediately, they cannot be sufficientdf the numbers are allowed to accumulate, 
and if the sick are not removed till the order for a march shall actually have arrived. 
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Je viens di* donTier ordre pour quo I’armee alli^c Anglaisc ot Portu- 
gaise passe la Guadiana domain matin. Les troupes ii*i, et los divi^ioiu, 
avpc le Gt^nt^ral Hill, sc mettront on moiivcmont vers 2 licuros tiu matin ; 
et domain nous nous trouvorons avoc la droite on avont d’lilvas, ot la 
gauche a Campo Maior, avcc nos postos sur la Cava. 

Je proposcrais a votro Excellence dc vnus metlre on mouvouumt ii la 
m^me heuro, et de passer la Guiuliana li Jurumonlia, laissant lo Goru'ral 
Loy commc avant garde a Oliveii^a, on il pourniif ullor •'ii nu'ino loins 
quo los autrcs troupes quittoront celto poMlion. Si los iin>u\ nneus «io 
roiinomi sur notre gauche vors Talnvora londont qiiolqia* 

niouvemont dc cc ci>te-ci, ])lut6t qu’a Thouro oi-dossus indiqin'o, ]’<»r(h>n- 
norai au General Cotton do vous lo coinmuniquer tout do suite, o! di ju’ier 
lo General Loy de sc porter sur Olivon<^*a juu* Valverdo, jiisqu'a c* cju’il 
puibso roeevoir los ordrcs de votro Exoollonco. 

Je rostcrai ioi jubqu’a \ors 2 hcuren dc I’aprtt midi ot j'ir.ii «riel »u 
camp du Geiit?ral Hill, o'l jo rostorai jus(ju\i la null; el j’lr.ii couoln*i .i l,i 
(Quinta de Granioha, de Pautre cote do lii Guadiana. 

.T’ai fait marchoi le General Giron sur Villa Real, ]>ris Juninienli.i, 
ee matin; pour qu’il puisse 6tre on mcsure de so joindre a vous sur la 
niarchc de domain. 

Memoraiulum for Major Oena Canqibtdl and Slade 

Quinta de (haiuelia, 17t)i .Iiiiii, IRi 1, 0 a m 

I wish the (ith division, and Gen. Pack’s hrigade, to orc»ss tin 1 npub to- 
morrow, the 18th inst., and to move to Niza, and in^xt day, tlie 19th, lo 
Portalegre. 

If this order should roach tlic rear of thou ‘ oops so lati* that they can 
not reach Niza on the 18ih, they must remain eitlier on the 'Jagns on the 
left hank, or on the stream between the Niza and the Tagus, and inareli 
on the 19th lo Alpalh^o, aii<l on tlie 20th lo IMrLilegie. 

I wish Major Gen. Slade’s brigade to mareli to-morrow, the iHth, to 
Samadas and neighbourhood from Custello Ilraneo, on the 19tli tot loss 
tlie Tagus and march to Niza, and on the 20th to march to J^>rtalegr<*. 

When the troops cross at Villa Vellia they must march on, each regi- 
ment t)f infantry, and each troop of cavalry, as soon as it shall have crossed, 
and nut wait for the others. 

Major Gen. Campbell is requested to forward this memorandum to Brig. 
Gen. Pack without loss of time. 


Au Capt. G£ri. Don J. lllake. Klviu, ce 17 Jiiiri, IBlI. 

J*ai Phonneur de faire savoir a votre Excellence quo les troupes sous 
ines ordrcs ont fait ee matin le mouvement indique dans la lettre que je 
vous ai ecrite hier d’Albuera. 

Je n’ai pas encore de nouvclles positives dc Pennemi. II j n un bruit 
que le General Regnicr s’est porte sur Medellin au lieu de sur Merida 
Une grande partie dc la force ennemie a passe le Tage ; et toutes leurs 
troupes sont en mouvement sur Alinaraz, scion les nouvclles que j*ai 
revues dans la nuit, de Coria, du 15. 

J’ose recomraander a votre Excellence de continuer votre marcbe 

I! 2 
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demain pour arrivor him vitp en Andalousio. LVnnonii nc s’attendra jws 
k CP mou Vernon t ; of il ost probable qu’il nVn apprendra rien de quelques 
jours, pendant lesciuels vous pourrcz avoir le tenis de faire un beau coup. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Sjieiicer, K.B. Quinta de Graiiiclia, 17th June, IRll. 

I send with tliis orders addressed to Major Gen. Campbell and Gen. Pack, 
to inarch to Niza to-morrow, tlie 18th, and to Portale^re the 19th; and to 
Mtwjor Gen. Slade to marcli to Sarnadas the 18th, to Niza the 19th, and to 
I*ortalepre the 20tli. It is important that these orders should reach them 
without loss of time, and I shall be obliged to you if you will send them 
copies of this letter by an officer, besides my memorandum addressed to 
each ]jy the guide, who must not be delayed a moment. 

To Marsluil Sir W. C. Bm^sford, K.B. Elvos, 17tli June, 1811, 8 p.m 

Cam])o Maior must of course at present be supplied from hence; and, 
as that place is in the first instance of primary importance, 1 liave desired 
Mr. Kennedy to settle with the Superintendent of Viveres, to send there 
to-morrow morning 20, O'M) rations, wliich will last the garrison about a 
month, which is all we want of them. 14,000 rations were sent to .Tiiru- 
menha this afternoon at 4 o’clock upon -10 mules; and if you will let Mr. 
Kennedy know immediately what ammunition you wish to have back, he 
will bring it back upon these mules as far as they will go. Our ammu- 
nition hiis already been brouglit here, 1 understand from Col. Framingham. 

In respect to the wounded of the French army, I know nothing of them, 
ns Gen. Leite and the Portuguese departments liavc had charge of them 
from the beginning; but if we should receive any distinct account of the 
numbers which recpiire carriages, and what can walk, 1 have no doubt but 
that we shall be able to remove the whole. 

To Cul. .Austin Elvas, 17th June, 1811. 

1 am much obliged to you for } our two letters of the 15th, which I just 
received. 

Gen. Blake marelic.s from Jurumenha to morrow, and will arrive at 
Mertola on the 22d or 2Bd. lie passes by Beja, where he will be ou the 
2()th or 21st, and you will do well to communicate with him at that place. 

To Ilis Excelleijc} C. Stuart. Elvas, 17th June, 1811. 

In the course of the last 3 months, the Britisli army have had but few' 
men less than 'lOOO wounded in the service of Portugal ; and the hard- 
ships and fatigues of the sei’vicc, and the season, must, of course, have 
occasioned some sickness. 

1 have frequently ondea^ ored to prevail upon the Portuguese govern- 
ment to allow us to establish the British hospitals in the rope walk at 
Belem, of which no use can, at present, or indeed ought to be made ; and 
1 find that the convents, &c., whicli were used as hospitals at Lisbon by 
tlie British army heretofore, are now applied to other purposes, and all 
accommodation of this description is now refused. 

1 beg you will do me the favor to lay this letter before the Portuguese 
government, and to obtain for me % decided answer, by return of post, 
whether they will or not supply any and what accommodation, at Lisbon, 
for the British soldiers wounded in fighting the battles of Portugal. 
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If ! ohould find the government still dibinclincd to attend to my requests 
upon this subject, I propose to send an officer express to England to apprise 
ll.R.ll. the Prince Regent imd his ministers of this extraordinary circum- 
stance, and I re(|ucst to hear from you as soon as possible. 

To His Excellency C. Stuait Kb os, 17th June, mil. 

I have received your letters of the 12th, Kith, and 1 5th; but us 1 have 
been forward with the troops for some days, I have not been able to send 
you answers as regularly as 1 ought. 

I don’t recollect to have written to you upon the subject i flniy in Lower 
B(‘ira. If 1 should want any article of that description, and money is to 
be laid out in the previous collection of it l«>r a magazine for the British 
army, I shall empU>y a British Coiiimis^aiy on the service, as I know from 
exjicrience what a very good thing it is to give money to have a magazine 
collected for the British aimy hy the Portuguese. We can scarcely keep 
them out of the inaga/ines wc ei llect for oursedves, and we should scarcely 
get into one which they should collect for us. 

I sliall send Dr. Somers’ memorial home. 

If it was not a matter of most serious importance, which rony go not 
only to the safety of the in ly, hut to the fate of the whole canoe,] should 
he highly diverted hy the hustle occasioned at Lisbon hy the danger of 
Elvas. All of a sudden the utmost activity prevails, and all imans are set 
at work, to relieve distress which ought never to have existed^ if eoinmon 
precautions had been taken, or if any measures had b(*en adojited to feed 
(ien. Hamilton’s division, excepting to throw their consumption ujion the 
magazines of the fortress. After all, this hu'^tle will produce nothing in 
time ; and if I cannot get up a sufficient "Uiiply from our inaga/ines, I 
shall be obliged to fight a battle to save tliis jilace against the whole force 
of Andalusia, Castille, and the centre of Spain, with diminished force on 
my side. The cm my will be one fourth stronger than us in every arm, 
nearly double in cavalry, and we shall not ha\e in the action 14,000 Por- 
tuguese troops” Under these circumstances 1 should, and shall, avoid a 
general action if I can ; l>ut I must put a countenance upon the stale of 
.'ifniirs, and inalters must be risked till provisions be ])laced in Elvas. 

The I’ortuguese government may dejiend ujion iny bringing this sub- 
ject under the distinct consideratirn of the Regent’s ministers. I have 
long determined that 1 will have no discussion with them upon any eiib- 
jeet; but 1 shall report the consequences of their conduct to my own 
government, and leave to them to determine what shall be done. 1 con- 
clude, however, that Lord Wellesley will think it necessary that our 
Regent should explain himself clearly to the Regent of Portugal on these 
subjects. 

I have no objection to agricultural '^•attle being purchased and distri- 
buted to tlie districts that require them, provided the monej which is to 
purchase them is not to come out of tlie military chest. I give the same 
answer about pipes. 1 also beg that whatever is thus given in charity 
may be given on the ground of the wants of the several districts, and by 
no means in reference to the wants of the means of transport for the mili- 
tary operations. The government have it in their power to collect thoie 
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meane of transport whenever we may require them, and ought to do their 
duty; and I don’t think that the charity of the people of England ought 
to bo laid out to aid in the operations of the war, or to save the govem- 
nioni th(» trouble of forcing those parts of the people who have not suf- 
fered to do their duty by their country. 

The quantity of 24 pound shot, we understand, that could be sent from 
Lisbon, was 4H(), which we fired in about 2 hours ! ! ! I never beard 
there were any at Estremoz. This place, however, has 6000 more shot 
than it had before we commenced operations against Badajoz; and 
allhougli wc destroyed 10 miserable guns, it has 4 more pieces of ord- 
nance, and these sent up are better than those they had. All it wants is 
])ro visions. The state of this place, however, and the means of keeping 
it luToafter, are subjects of very, very serious consideration, upon which 
I sljsill address Sir VV. Beresford, and 1 shall send to you, and to my 
goviM-nrnent, a cojiy of my letter. If we save it now, this government 
will yet lose it, if they jiay the usual attention to it. 

Soult has been very cautious in his movements, and has kept clear of 
us, aiul has gone to his right. 1 think he communicated with Regnier 
yesterday, not by Merida, but by Medellin, as Regnier also does not dash 
now. Wo raised the blockade and crossed the Guadiana this morning. 
Blake marches to-morrow to cross the Guadiana again at Mertola, and try 
something towards Seville. 

Tite A.a.tu (iin. Lthhon. 17tli June, 1811. 

Tlic Inspector (leii. of hospitals having represented to the Commander of the 
Foiees the serious ineoin enieiiei* tliat arises to the medieal olUcers at Lisbon, from 
having to ^ i-.il llic wounded otlicers in various distriets of the town, and the time 
that neeessmily elajises in going from quarter to quarter where these officers are 
oceomiiiodated with billets, and that thence less Htteiidauce can be given than would 
otherwise be the case, 1 urn diiected by his Excellency to call your particular 
attention to this subject. J)r. Franck lias projiosed to fit up a ca]mcioiis bouse 
with cot frames and liospilal bedding for their aeeommodatioii. In this liou '* he 
suggested th<*y might diet tliemselves, the medical otticers being responsible only 
for their attendance. How'cvcr, as there may be reasons stated against such an 
arrangement, the Coinniuiider of the Forces is of opinion it would be belter 
that you should coniiiiuiueate and give orders to the D. A. Q. M. G. and the 
magistrates granting billets, for the purpose of making an allotment of quarters 
to be appropriated solely to wounded or sick officers requiring constant attendance. 
'I'liesi' (iislricts might be ut two, or perhaps three, different places, but not more, and 
the distriets might be contiguous. Every officer of the above description should be 
obliired to have his billet in the quarter of the town thus marked out ; and the 
im dieul officers would thus be enabled, by concentrating their patients, to give, not 
uii1\ more ample attendance, but they would feel satisfied that all the wounded 
oliieers and bad cases of the sick ^vcrc visited by them, which it is more than 
])iob.ible may under present circumstances be neglected. When you have 
made the above arrangement, you will be pleased to communicate with Dcp. 
Inspector Bolton and tlie medical officers at Lisbon accordingly ; and you will 
caii'jc tlie allotiiioiit to he made known in your garrison orders, &c., so that no 
oHknt who is at Lisbon for his cure, and not for his pleasure, need plead igne- 
rnnee of the same. You will be pleased to communicate to me hilly for his 
Excellency ‘s information the arraiigeinents you make for the above head of service. 

The A.(i. to Dr. Franck^ Intpecior of hospitals. ^ 17th June, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose for your inrormtilion the copy of a letter 1 have 
addressed to Bvija;- Peacoeke, at Lisbon, in consequence of your letter of the 
15th, proposing an arrangement foi the accommodation of the wounded officers at 
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Lisbon. Although your idea would be very convenient if it could be well carried 
into efrect, still, as Ilritisb oiliceis are not used to be sent to what the) might deem 
a general hospital, but have generally billets and rooms to tlumseKes, niid as, 
besides that, there would be piobuble diiKculties in then dieting themselves, &c., 
the Comtnaiider of the Forces is of opinion that an anangemeiit, such as 1 liu\e 
directed, iiin) be carritd into cflect without ditliciilt), and might answer the pui> 
j»osi of obviating (lie inconvenience now felt b) the medical idiiecrs. 

So soon as I i eceivc Brig. Cien. Beacocke's answer, 1 shall not fail to eoinmu* 
iijcate with you. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotloii, B.iri. Klvas, IMtIi June, IRll. 

Ad\(M*ting to my letter to you of the 2d inst., regarding 2 hijuadroiib of 
tlie 12tli light dragoons expected from Kngland in llli^ country, I have 
now the lionor to enelosc the eopy of u letter of the 2Sth May, which 1 
received yesterday fioiii the Sccretaiy (»1 I he Coininander in Chief, in 
whieh I have been informed that the b(|UH(irons of the 12lh light dragoons 
arc destined for service in Portugal. ^ uu will therefore counlermut'd 
tlie orders for the disposal of their horses, if you should liiive given any ; 
and 1 send orders this day tlial they may be landed and prepared for tJic 
field aa soon as they shall arrive. 


Tn Maishal Sii VV. i\ BcitsiA.rcl, K.li. Klvas, iSth June, IKl 1. 

The eireumstances of this plate have been inalerially altered since the 
enemy have obtained ])obsesbion of Badiijoz ; hut they rippeur to have been 
but little adverted to hitherto, cither by the Governors of the kingdom 
or by those charged with its iinmcdLite dtTence, in consequence of a large 
])art of the aiiny having been in tins jiart of the country ever since Ihi* 
dajo/ fell into tlvc liands of tlie enemy. I* is obvious tliat tlie aimy can- 
not always remain in the Alentejo ; and yc. i !■» clear, from what occurred 
ill the recent attempts to obtain jiossession of Jiadajoz by the allied troops, 
that there is no time during which the army may be absent so short tlial 
the enemy will not he justified in military prudence to make the atteinj)! 
to obtain possession of lilvas, and that they can raise tlie siege at iiny 
time, and carry off every thing iu 30 hours. Of all fortified towns in the 
world, Elvas therefore ought to be the one in the state best prepared to 
stand an attack ; but I am sorry to ohserv(» that, liowevcr respectable in 
itself as a fortification, it up])curs to me to be the fortified town that I 
liave yet seen that is tlie least piepared to make a defence. 

I recommend to you to draw the attention of the Governors of the 
Kingdom to the following measures, to put the place in the state in which 
it ought to be . 

1st ; A distinct clear arrangement by the government to keep the place 
supplied with the provisions which it will require, to keep up the stock 
of provisions in the forts to the quantity whicli it will be deemed neces- 
sary to have in them. The Commissary Gen. of the Britiwh army is 
taking measures, as you know, to tlirow a stock of provisions into Elvas; 
hut these measures will answer only a temporary purpose, if the govern- 
ment should not take care, by adequate arrangements, to keep up the 
stock of provisions, and jiroviding for the regular daily consumption of 
the garrison, as well a** for tlie consumjition of those Portuguese troops 
which may be employed in its neighbourhood. 

2dly ; The ordnance in Elvas is generally very bad, and in very bad 
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order ; the carriages worn out, and generally unfit for service ; the shot 
does not suit the calibres of the guns, and of course the practice of the 
artillery must he very uncertain. The ordnance and carriages should be 
very particularly insjiocted and reported upon, as well as the shot; and 
nacosures should be taken to replace by degrees those guns deemed un- 
serviceable or bad by others of the calibres for which shot can be pro- 
cured. If there is no good ordnance in the arsenal of Lisbon, it will be 
necessary to aj)ply for it to England, and 1 will make the application. 

As Elvns must now be considered in the light of a real and important 
jthre ih gnerrr, it is desirable that a sufficient space, from 800 to 1000 
yards around it, should be cleared of trees, that walls and fences should 
he levelled, and all the measures adopted which can increase its security, 
by exposing to its fire, as far as possible, all the ground within its range. 
'I'liere are some glaring deficiencies and defects in tlie works, to wliich, with- 
out incurring any large e\])ense, by degrees, improvements might be made. 

1st; The eovert way, us well of Rivas as of La Lippe and Lucia, 
ought to be puli'^aded. 

2dly; The ground over which the road from Villa Boim passes is not 
seen at all from S*'‘ Lueiu, or from the body of the jdace, and it appears 
that a redoubt on the rock on the right of Lucia would command that 
ground, and would aid in the defence of Lucia, and of the body of 
the place, by both of wdneb its flanks w^ould, in some degree, be protected. 
A good palisaded redoubt ought to be eonstructed on that ground. 

1 have no doubt that a closer examination of the place would point out 
other improvements; and if 1 saw any desire in the government to main- 
tain the jdiue manifested by their constant attention to keep it supplied 
with proNisions, ordnance, and ammunition, I would employ our best 
engineer to examine it, and to make a eoin])lpte report upon it. In the 
existing situation of Klvas as a fortifunl garrison, liable at every moment 
to he attacked, it is a (luestion whether the lieud quarters of the pron'nce 
of Alentejo should remain there, and so large a population as there is in 
It should he encouraged, or oven allowed to remain. At all events, no- 
body ought to be allowed to remain who has not at all times a supply of 
provisions for 4 months. 

"i’he duty of the garrison, and the discijdinc of the troops composing it, 
ought to he most particularly attended to ; and the whole system ought 
to be founded on the situation in which Elvos is placed as a fortified gar- 
rismi, necessarily left to itself, close to one occupied by an active and 
enterprUing enemy, possessing means of attack at any moment ; and the 
duties ought to he carried on in the most regular manner. 

To Mujor Gni. Poocorko. . Elvds, 18th June, 1811. 

1 recpiest that, when the 12th light dragoons shall arrive at Lisbon, they 
may he landed and prepared in the usual manner to join the army as soon 
as It may be convenient. 

To thf Kill of Liieipool. « Klvas, 18th June, 1811. 

1 enclose the copy of an intercepted letter from Joseph to Napoleon,* 
which appears to me to be as interesting a document as has >et appeared ; 

* * Sue Appendix, vol. m., N j. XIX. 
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and you may depend upon it that this is a tnie copy of the original, which 
is at C’adiz, in the possession of that government. 

It shows tliattliis tyrant docs not treat his relations, or even his brothers, 
better than he does other pet)ple; and gives ground for hope that his 
tyrannical temper will at no distant period deprive him of the advanttigcs 
which he would derive from the Austrian alliance. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. Klvas, IStli June, 181 1* 

Capt. , of the French service, who was aide de camp to Gen, — , 

deserted from the French army a]»oiil a month ago, when they were at 
Sulaiiiunca. lie is deKirf>us of serving in the Hast Indies, which is, I 
hrlieve, impossible; or, if that can’t he done, in the service of Russia ; 
and 1 reejuest your Lordship to facilitate to him the means of arriving in 
Russia. 

to Copt, (y Kelly y Celttnro. iRth June, 1811, 

I .‘(in (lircctod liy the Coiiiinander of the Forces to desire that you will without 
loss of time proceed I'loiii (’elorico to Vhraiites, at which latter place ii general 
ln>‘'pital station is to be established, of which \ou are to he appointed (‘ommundant. 
It will he necessary for von, ptevious lo your leaving Celorieo, to he satisfied 
that all the convalescents, sick, ^cc., are removed from that station to Coimbra, 8rc. 

You will not fail lo aeknowledgv the receipt of this letter, and report your 
arrival at Abrantes, where 1 hope \ou will be with the least possible delay. 

^.(J. to Lieut, Col. Darrorh, Ltshon, lyth .Iiiiie, 1611, 

Major Kageoii, of the !20tli dragoons, taken prisoner at Usagre, is now on his 
wav to Lisbvin, wlieie lie will receive his parole. Jt w.is llie intention of iiis 
Kxcelleiicv to have exchanged this ofliecr, hut some circiimstanees liavt preventeil 
its taking jdace at this moment. I liave, tin n lore, to reqiusl lie may he well 
treated until an opportunity offers to effect the exchange. 

'flic Flench horses forwarded this day to Lisbon arc to lx* handl'd over to 
liiiMit. Hill, and disposed of tor the benefit of the captois, a'jrtcabU to the (i. O. 
on that head. 

To Major Gen. Picton. Quinta de S. Join, 2(hh June, IR1 1, 0 i> m. 

I W'rite to let you know that a body of the emMiiyV cavalry, t:on.si.sTiiig, 
as is stated, of 1500 or 1000 men, entered Hadajoz at 4^ p.m.; about 
.*100 art* said to be encamped upon the Gevora. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. Jwao, 20lh June, IRll, 1 y.M. 

1 have been over the ground beliind Cam])o Maior, ^ far as Ouguela. 
It is very important that this last jdace, although in a great degree dis- 
mantled, should be occupied by about 200 infantry ; and 1 have given orders 
to Gen. I*icton to send there that number this evening, and sliall be obliged 
to you if you will desire Gen. Jjeite to relieve them in the morning early 
with 100 of the line and 100 militia: they should take with them provi- 
sions for to-morrow and next day; and I will settle with the Commissary 
Gen. to throw in, for ten days, provisions for them : there will be no 
difficulty in withdrawing these men, if we should withdraw. 

1 have sent for Dickson to endeavor to get two 18 or 24 pounders for 
the garrison of Campo Maior, in order to assist us ; and I think it might 
be desirable to put 2 iron 6 or 4 pounders in Ouguela, if thero arc such 
guns in Elvas. 
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To the Karl of Liverpo(»l. Quinta dp S. JuSo, 20th June, 1811. 

The enemy moved forward his advanced guard, consisting of about 
10,000 men, to Los Santos, on the morning of tlie 13tli. 

Upon this occasion, Lieut. Strenuwitz, of tlie 21st dragoons, was sent 
out by Major Gen, Sir VV. Erskine to recommitre the enemy with a small 
detachment of the 2d hussars and the 3d dragoon guards, which distin- 
guibh(‘d themb<dves in an attack upon a superior number of the enemy, 
and took some ])ri8oners. 

1 had arranged that the cavalry, and 2d and 4th divisions of the allied 
Britisli and Portuguese army, and the corps of Spanish troops under Gen. 
lilcikc, should collect upon Albuora, if the enemy should advance to inter- 
rupt the siege or blockade of Bada^oz ; and 1 went to Albuera on that 
night to superintend the nioveinents of the troops. 

I also moved, on the night of the 13th, Gen. Hamilton’s division from 
tlie blockade of lladajoz to Albuera, with an intention to stop the enemy 
at that jibice, in case the lu-iny of the south alone should have moved 
forwaid. 

On the 14th, in the night, Lieut. Ayling, of the 40th regt., who had 
been einploy(‘d at Truxillo to observe the movements of the enemy, 
ariived at Albuera with the account that the advanced guard of the 
enemy’s army of Portugal from Castille had entered that town (Truxillo) 
at noon on the I3th, which confirmed the other accounts which I had 
received of their progress up to the 12th; and as from Truxillo they 
might liave been at Meiida on the 15lh, and in communication with the 
army of the south, I detei mined to laise the blockade of Badajoz, and that 
all the allied troops should cross the Guadiana on the 17th, I'his was 
accordingly effected without difficulty or loss of any description; and 
Gen. Bldke, who it had been settled should cioss the Guadiana again at 
Mertola on the 22d inst., in order to make an attempt upon Seville, like- 
wise crossed with liis corps at .lurumenha on the 17th. 

Since that period the right of the allied British and Portuguese army 
have been encanijicd in the woods upon the Caya, about Torre del Moro, 
having their right upon tlie Ponte de Caya; the 3d and 7th divisions, and 
Brig. Gen. Madden’s cavalry, being in Campo Maior ; and the troops 
which had been under the command of Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer on 
the frontier of Castille have crossed the Tagus at Villa Velha, in propor- 
tion as the enemy have crossed that river at Almaraz; and, with the ex- 
ception of the 5th division and Col. Barbaccna’s brigade of Portuguese 
cavalry, which 1 did not order to move from Lower Bcira till I was 
assured that the last of the enemy had moved from Almaraz, the whole 
are now upon the Caya, between this place and Arronches. I expect that 
tlie 5th division will be at Arronches by the 24th inst. 

The enemy’s advance liave appeared in the- neighbourhood of Badajoz 
this day ; and I conceive that tlieir whole army will he collected to-morrow 
ill the neighbourhood of Merida. The enemy have collected upon this 
occasion nil their force from Castille, tlieir whole force from Madrid, and 
what is called their centre army, and- all the force from Andalusia, ex- 
cepting what IS absolutely necessary *to maintain their position before 
Cadiz and that held by Sebastiani in the eastern kingdoms of Andalusia.^ 
0 • See Ajipeudix, No. V. 
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I believe that they have left for these objects about 11,000 infantry, aiul 
no cavalry fit for service ; and that they have collected in this provinct- 
from 48,000 to 50,000 elfective R. and F. of infantry, and about 7000 
cavalry, besides artillery, &c. 

I hope to have to oppose to them about 41,000 or 42,000 effective K. 
and F. of infantry, if the 5th division should be in time, and 4000 cavalry, 
besides artillery. 

Tlie diversion nuide by Gen. Blake upon Seville may possibly have a 
good effect ; and, at all events, the enemy have abandoned Old and New 
Castille, with the exception of a small garrison in Madrid, and have risked 
every thing in all parts of Sjiain in order to collect this large army in 
Kbtremadura. Under these circumstances, 1 am inclined not to risk the 
fate of the cause on tlie result of one battle, in which I am certain that 
with every exertion, the allies must be inferior in numbers, particularly 
in lliat description of troops (cavalry; for whose operations this country is 
favorable. I therefore propose not to risk an action, unless 1 should find 
it necessary in order to provision Elvas; notwithstanding that I liave the 
fullest confidence in the result of any action in which I may deem it ex- 
pedient to engage the troops. 

I am inhojies that, before the 24th, the convoys expected from Abraiites* 
will arrive in Elvas; and your Lordship may depend upon it that I shall 
not engage in any affair wliich will involve the safety of the army, or at 
this moment any serious loss, without cvhlent necc'^sity. 

T«i R. KoiniP<l>, Esq., Comrinssary Gciirral. Quinta (U*S. .ToSo, 21gt Jimr ^Sll. 

I have desired that 200 men of the garri'-ni of Elvas might he sent to 
occupy Oiiguela, which is situated about 4 miles from Cainpo Maior. As 
usual, the Forliignose authorities have no means of jiroviding for these 
men, and I shall he obliged to you if you will send biscuit, wine, and 
slice]) to Ougucla, cither this day or very early to-morrow, to last this 
detachment for ten days. 

P.S. IJow arc the supplies getting on at Elvas ? 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Sfioncer, K.Il. Quinta cie R. Jojo, 21st June, IRll, 2^ p.m. 

I have been so busy that I have not been able to write to you for some 
days; but I have bad no news to tell you. 

The French came to Badajoz yesterday ; but it appears that the greatest 
part of their cavalry went buck to Tulavcra ibis morning. 

1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will send Waters and 
O’l^awlor, and any others of the officers attached to Ik ad quarters that you 
don’t want with you. I am only 3 or 4 leagues from you, and dine every 
day at 3, and sliall be glad to see you any day that you will come over. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Welleiley. Quinta de S. Jo3o, Hist June, ISl 1. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I wrote on the lOth inst. to 
Gen. Castonos,* regarding the operations of the armies in consequence of 
raising the siege of Badajoz, with his reply, and that of Gen. Blake; 
and the copy of a letter which I wroUi to Gen. Blake of the 12th in6t.,t 
* Sec p. 80. j Sec p. 8*1. ^ 
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on his route, and his reply ; and of one which 1 wrote to him on the 14th 
inst. ; and tlie copy of a letter to Gen. Blake of tlie 17th inst., which I 
beg you to lay before the Spanish government. 

Tu the Rt. lion. II. Welloslcy. Quinta de S. JoSo, 21it June, IRll. 

I enclose copies of iny last dispatches, which contain all the intelligence 
1 can give you. Matters are in a very critical state just now ; but I think 
1 shall carry them through. 


The AM, to Capl, Brown, Elms, 2l6t June, 1811. 

In reply tu your letter of this date, I have to acquaint you that the Inspector of 
hosj)itals is making arrangements by which all the cases of wounded men in 
Klvas, that cannot be removed, will be given over to the civil hospital there, 
agreeably to an arrangement heri'tofore iixed on in cases where the necessity 
arises, the ])a.tient paying to the civil hospital 8 fvstoons a day. So soon as 
this service is eflected, the inedicol stall* ana stores at that place will be rt'inoved 
to a station in the rear, nearer Abranles. Estrenioz will likewise be broken up, 
and also moved to such place as v/ill be iixed on in a day or two ; 1 rather 
beli(‘ve it will he Craio. When this occurs, it is my intention to direct Capt. 
Stewart, who is now at Estreinoz, to take charge of the new hospital station tliat 
is to be fornii (1 ; and as there will be no immediate change at llelem, I should 
think, as it is 3 our wish, that you might, on the conclusion of the service at Klvas, 
join tlie Portuguese army. You shall, however, hear from me again on this sub- 
ject in a day or two. The Assist. Provost, to wdiom you allude, nmst proceed 
with the sick to the new hospital station, which the Inspector Gen. will ])oint out. 
Another man has been apjiointed to the dth division. A subalteni, witli the 
colors of the ."iTth regt,, may join the station where the other stall* of the dill*crcnt 
corps arc, under Lieut. Col. Stew'art, of the Bull's. 


The AM. to Dr, Franck, Inspector of hospitals, 2l8t June, 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose for your infoimation a letter and enclosure I have 
received from Brig. Gen. Peacticke, on the intended arrangement for billeting the 
wounded and sick ollicers at Jdsbon, in one or two districts of the town, and to 
have them collected us far as ])ossible. 

It w'ould appear, however, from the Brig, Gen.'s report, that he has gone 
rather further than W'as meant ; and u« 1 conceive all your practitioners are 
equally cajmbleof treating ail maladits, it seems unnecessary to go into the minute 
arrangement the Brig. Gen. points out, merely for the convenience of particular 
celebrated practitioners. In lad, the Commandant proposes to appropriate the 
w'ards of a general hospital, whereas all that I understood you to desire was, to 
collect as contiguous as could be convt nieiitly managed the wounded cases par- 
ticularly, and the sick together. If hucli are your ideas on this subject, further 
instructions will be sent to Brig. Gen. Peacocke uccordingl}^ 


To Major Geii. Sir W. Erskine, Bart. Ponte de Caya, 22d June, 1811, 5J p.m. 

Tlie enemy appear to be withdrawing, and I beg you will order 

to take up his ground in any convenient situation near £lvas, and 

that he will attend to the directions he before received from Sir S. Cotton, to 
throw out small piquets of observation on the Caya and Guadiana. If he 
had had his whole brigade instead of a large piquet on the Caya, he could 
not have prevented the enemy from advancing, and tlie difficulty of 
retiring is increased in proportion to the numbers of which the body 
which is to retire consists. Tliis principle is well known and understood 
in this army ; and if it had not been acted upon invariably, we should 
have lost alLour cavalry long ago in the way in which lost 
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llic piquet of the —th this moruinp. To crown all, I understand that 
these lar^je piquets were not able to give sufficiently early intelligence of 
the enemy, and that the — th dragoons have lost their com sacks. - 

Let the piquets of *s brigade communicate witli those of 

Gen. Madden, which they have not done yet, and with tlie pi(iuet of the 
28th regt. on the Atalaya, near the Ponte de Caya, and L repeat that 
they must be very small, being only of observation. They can always 
retire upon Elvas, and thence join their brigades. 

P.S. Let Col. Murray know where Gen. ’s brigade uill he, atid 

desire Gen. to apply to tlie Commissary Gen. this evening for corn 

sacks for the — th dragoons ; he is in Elvas. 


To Major Gen. Pictoii. Quinta de S. Joltn, 23d June, IS] 1, i 1-^ a m. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will send an intelligent 
officer, with a glass, to Ouguela, and another to the Xtahiya, between 
Ouguela and Campo Maior, an hour or two before sunset tliis evening, in 
order to reeonnaitre well the wood beyond the Gevora, and to see whether 
the enemy have in it any infantry, and let me know if they should oh 
serve any. 

To Marshal Sir W. Iterefiford, K.n. Quinta de S. JoJo, 23d June, IM 1, 1 1 J I'.M. 

I am just come in from Campo Maior, wdiere all is perfectly quiel. 
Gen. IMctontoldme that tlie Governor had informed him that he had ‘•ent 
to Elvas yesterday, hy order of Gen. Jjeite, 40 hullncks, which li.‘l before 
been sent to Campo Maior, as provision for the garrison. 

P.S. Mr. Kennedy tells me that the Governor of Jurumenlia 1> ^ sei.t 
his bullocks back, saying that he had no money to pay any body to take 
care of them ! 

To Vice Adni. the Hon, G. Beikeley. Quinta di S. .Toao, 23d June, 1811. 

I liave had the honor of receiving yonr letter of the 2()th insi., and 1 
am much obliged to you for the orrangenieiit which you liave onh'red 
respecting the flat boats in the river Tagus, for the conveyance of tlie 
sick, &c., down to Lisbon. 


To Ilia Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta dc S. Jolto, 23d June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of llu* 1 9th inst., and 1 
have again communicated to Sir W. Beresford the desire of the Portu- 
guese government that he should recommend the detail of the measures 
to be adopted in respect to the Commissariat. 

1. It appears to Marshal Beresford, as 1 confess it does to me, tliat 
these details have already been fully discussed and recommended by him 
as well as by me; by me in my private and public letters to you of the 
2Gth March and 8th April, and by Sir W. Beresford in his comments 
upon those letters. It is desirable, therefore, that Sir W. Beresford should 
be informed upon what point the government wish to have his opinion 
further in detail. 1 have not understood that the Comraissary Gen. re- 
quired hay in Lower Beira, but I will inquire. 
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2. It always gives me much concern to make any observation on an 
assertion made by Dom M. Forjaz ; but I must say that the assertion 
made that the magazines of Elvas supplied the British troops with pro- 
visions is without foundation in the view in which it is made. It is true 
that, because the government will not enforce their own regulations, 
means of transport could not be procured in Alentejo, and therefore at 
times the troops serving on that frontier, during the month of April 
and part of May, were not very regularly supplied with provisions. 1 
beg to refer you to a letter which 1 wrote to you on this on the .31st 
March. 

The troops must have been withdrawn, as I stated they would, if tliey 
had not received occasional assistance from the garrison of Elvas ; hut the 
wliole amount which they received was trifling, and could not have been 
the cause of the existing distress, as the whole was repaid. If assertions 
of this description arc repeated, I must be under the necessity of withhold- 
ing all assistance from the l*ortuguese government. I do every thing in 
my power to assist them. At this moment I have provisioned all the forts 
on the frontier, and the return made is a reproach that our troops have 
been the cause of the deficiency. If I were to withhold this assistance 
our troops would never have occasion to ask for any, even the smallest 
supply, from any of the Portuguese establishments. 

I am apprehensive that tlie money received from Mr. Sampayo to he 
laid out in the purchase of cattle and wine pipes will interfere with the 
supplies for the military chest. 

3. 1 don’t know of any signal being made to prevent the transmission of 
24 pound shot. I was informed by Marshal Sir W. Beresford that there 
were no more at Lisbon, excepting 480, which the Admiral was about 
to send. 

4. I have this day had the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st, 
containing a proposition from Dom M. Forjaz for the regulation of the 
boats on the Tagus. I concur in the propriety of the first two article - of 
the regulation, and will direct the Commissary Gen. to attend to them. 
In respect to the 3d article, which regulates a division of the boats between 
the commissariat establishments of the two armies, I must beg leave to 
decline to have any concern in such a distribution. 

When the troops were on the Mondego such a distribution was agreed 
upon, and carried into effect ; and the consequence was, that the boats de- 
livered over by the Commissary Gen., and employed in the service of the 
Portuguese army, were never paid for, and the British army has since ex- 
perienced the inconvenience resulting from this loss of credit. The 
owners of boats on the Mondego were unwilling to engage to serve ns, 
because they expected to be obliged to serve the Portuguese army without 
payment. 


Thf^A.G. /w Briff. Gen. Peaeocke, Lubon, 23d June, 1811. 

In reply to your letter and enclosure relative to the arrangement for uppropri- 
atiiig billets of wounded and .sick officers, as contiguous together ns possible, at 
Lisbon, I have to acquaint you that it «s not deemed necessary to go into so 
minute an arrangement ns to fix on quarter* for particular diseases or complaints, 
as this might be evidently attended with extreme awkwardness and inconvenience 
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to many officers. All that the Coniinaiidcr of Uic Forces desi». u ,i . 

two districts may be allotted for tlie reveution of utticsm ii>l» ™ 

require constant attendance. The ir»Por«:.^r^ir wS 

show you that a more minute distribution is not necessary. ’ * ^ ouclose, will 

An Mareclml Marmont, Due de Rapise. A,i Qiwtier Ouiirdl, re 31 Juin IRI I 
Jc suis bicn ffichtf que vous ii’aycz pas re^u la re, muse que je v„.ia '„i 
faito A la lettre que vous ni’avoz fait I’liontieiir de mVerire Ic Ifi Mai el 
j’ai riionneur, ii ,in!sent, d’en envoyer ii voter Hxcclleiu-e le diiplicila’ 

Je crois que M. Ville sur Arce a eW dc,)uis envoy,! cn AiiKlelerre- 
mais si votre Excellence consent que M. Gray re..tc ici, jc n.anderai que’ 
M. Viliii sur Arcc soit lout dc muIp renvoye cn Krunre. Si non ie ren 
verrai M. Gray aux avant postes de I’amido Eraii^aite deindn m’atin ou 
nussitdt que jc coniiattrai Ics desirs de votre Eyeelleiice. ’ 

To Lieut. fJeii. Gialiam. Q„i„ta ,le S. J„S„, 3l„, 

I have the honor to enclose the eo,iy of a letter which 1 have received 
from the Sec. of State, directiiiR that you should ,oin this army leavimr 
Major Gen. Disney in the coniniand at Cadiz, and authorising me to draw 
from Cadiz sucli reinforcciuents as 1 miglit thiiik proper. 

Adverting to the return of the troops at Cadiz of the 1st June, wdiid, is 
tlie last that I have received. I find lhal you liave not at Cadiz nearly so 
many men as is supposed hy the Sec. of State; and I learn from a jirivale 
letter from Mr. \V ellesley, your letter upon that subject not having reached 
me, that you have detached the 2d Isitl. dlth regt. ; and it ajqiears to iiic 
that the only troops Uiat can he spared from (’adiz ate one squadron, oi 
the dismounted men of the 2d hussars, with tlie Major and a proportion of 
the officers, and tlie detachment of the 3d b'itt. DStli regt. If you sliould 
agree in opinion witli me tiiat tliesc troops c^t ^ with projiriety, lie detiiclied 
from Cadiz under existing circumstances, I beg you to send tbem to Lisbon 
without loss of time. 

I also request you to give such orders and instructi(iiis us you may iliink 
necessary that Gen. Disney should have, including those wliich I originally 
gave to Gen. Stewart, and those which yon have received from time to time 
from the Sec. of State and Commander in Chief; and you will deliver to 
Gen. Disney the command of the British troojis at Cadiz, and proceed 
yourself to join the army in this country. 

Ibeg you to make such arrangements as you may think projier resj.eet- 
ing the Staff at Cadiz, bringing with you such of the olliecrs lielonging tf) 
it as you may be desirous should accompany you, and leaving to ])crform 
tlic duties, under Major Gen. Disney, tliose who may he necessary to him. 


To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Quinta tie S. .7o3o, 2/Uh June, Iftl 1. 

I have great pleasure in sending you the accompanying orders to join 
this army. You will find us somewhere in this neighbourhood: hut I be- 
lieve you will find it most convenient to join us by Lisbon, particularly if 
you should have at all a fair wind from Cadiz. Let me know by which 
road you will come, that I may have arrangements made to facilitate your 
progress. 

I don’t know whether you have had any communication from England 
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respecting sending troops to Tarragona. If you have not, I should think 
you had better take advantage of the detachment now drawn from Cadiz 
to call back tlie 47th, as, if the government have not altered their opinion 
upon this subject, I am apprehensive that they will not approve of your 
sending these troops. This is, however, only an opinion floating in my 
mind. I am not at all aware of the circumstances in which Tarragona 
stands, or of those which induced you to detach these troops, as I have not 
yet received your letter upon this subject, and it is not improbable that 
both may be of tliat urgent nature to prevent your recalling the troops. 

Notliing of importance has occurred since I sent my last dispatch to 
my brother, excepting a great reconnaissance by the enemy the day 
before yesterday, in which we lost n piquet of the — th dragoons, just 

arrived, owing very much to the oflicer, of the — Ui, having 

mistaken the French dragoons for ours. 

77ie jI.G. to Lind. Col. Stewart t 2d or Estremoz. 2Ith .Tunp, 1811. 

I luivc to acquaint you tliat the Coiiiinander of the For.’es directed, some time 
Hince, 2000 stands of arms and sets of accoutrements to he sent from Lisbon to 
Elvaa, for tin* use of the soldiers unequipped, fiom being \7oimded and otherwise, 
who had lost their arms and accoutrements in the battle of Albuera. 

ITpon sending away the general hospital establishment from Elvns, his Excid- 
lency directed *400 stands of arms and sets of accoutrements only should he sent uj), 
as the moil sent down to Lisbon w'ould be pro\ idl'd in the de]>At at llelem, upon 
quitting the hospital. The (lommander of the Forces is not certain whether these 
arms and accoutrements are coming up to Alcacer do Sal, or by Aide a (lalega; 
but he desires you will send an oflicer to each of those places to inquire for these 
arms and accoutrements, and to aiTangewilh the ('ommissary stationed at the 
place where thej will be found, to have them sent to you at Evora. 

1*. S. Since writing my letter of this inorning, 1 understand that the lu ad 
quarters, &'c., of the diflereiit corps under your orders are to go to FiVora, and 
not to Monte Mor. 


7'lie A.U. to Capi. Stewart, 7 ith regt.. Alter do Chao. 24th June, 1811. 

As an esci»rt of 2 serjeaiits and 18 men will })roceod to-morrow morning from 
Klvas to Alter do Chao, in charge of 150 wains with ammunition, 1 h.ivt to 
leqiiest that you W’ill appoint a similar eseorl <»f eonvulesconts over the aniiiiiini- 
tioii on its arrival at that place, in order that the party from hence may return to 
their corps with us little delay as ]iossible. 

N.B. The above party has been since ordered to consist of 1 subaltern, 2 ser- 
jearits, and 30 men, instead of 2 serjeants and 18 men. 

The A.G. to Major Gen. Baron C. Aiten, K.G.L, 21th June, 1811. 

Your letter of the 19th to Lieut. Col. Rookc, ' enclosing Col. Halkctt's on the 
subject of the desertion from the Light battalions of the King’s German Legion, 
has been laid before the Commander of the Forces, and his Excellency much 
regrets that any prisoners of w’ar should have been enlisted for, or peimitted to 
enter, the Light battalions of the King’s German Legion. He has directed me 
to write to Major Gen. Baron Low upon this subject, and to call on the oflicer 
employed in the recruiting service, at Lisbon, to account for bis conduct in this 
instance. His Excellency, liQwever, cannot permit you to detach an oflicer to 
Lisbon for this service, as Major Gen. Baron Low is generally intrusted with the 
same by orders from home. The Commander of the Forces will not fail to take 
all the measures he can to prevent the enlistment in future of prisoners into the 
King's German Legion. 

TUA.G. to Major Gen. Baron Low, K.G.L^ 24th June, 1811. 

I herewith enclose fur your iiiformation»8omc papers that have been received 
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relative to the dcRorlion of varioiiH ineii from the Liglit battalions of Major Oen. 
Alten’s brigade to the eiieiny. It appears to the Commander of the Forces, 
from these letters^ that, notwithstanding his repeated orders, prisonerH of war hn\ v 
been enlisted for the Legion. You will be pleased, therefore, to cull the officers 
who have been employed in the recruiting service strictly to account f(»r this 
disobedience of orders ; and you will not fail to adopt such iTieoRures as you shall 
deem most advisable for preventing in future the enlistment of a descri])tion of 
men into the King’s German Legion who do not fail, the first favorable inoiiu'iit 
that occurs, to bring disgrace and obloquy on the very deserving men w'ith 
wlioni they arc embodied. 


7^ to lirttf, Cien. Peacw'ke, Ltsbo$t, 2ith June, IKl], 

[ have the honor to acquaint you that, in compllniice with the renewed a]>pli<'n> 
titni of ra])t. 1'iicker to he removed from the duties of the depdt at Belem and in 
consequence of his probable immediate promotion his K\cel1ency has been 
pleased to acquiesce in his wishes o( joiniioj^ his regiment, althongh he feels 
satisiied, from the ver\' able niaiiner in which he has conducted the arduous Imsi 
ness of the situation ut Belem, the army at larj-e will ex]»erieiue a loss in his very 
able services; but the ronniiander of tin I’tirci'S is nnwillim^ to refuse the reqiie t 
of an officer of Capt. Tiickerh merit, re]»eatedly infule. 

C'apt. Brown, of the 23d fusiliers, late Commandant at the hospital station at 
Elvns, has received orders to repair to Lisbon, and to report liiinself to you, tor 
the purpose of taking ujioii himself the duties of the depot. It will he nece* ;arv 
that Capt. Tucker should w’ait to H*e this officer well initiated into all jiarts of 
the details of the depot licforc Cap! Tucker joins tin 21ffh; and this can he 
more facilitated in w from th^ civcumstjuiees under whit h the 20tli an‘, (‘apt. 
Tucker’s immediate presence not being required. St) soon as you feel satishecl 
that Capt. Brown is informed of every part of his duty, and that the public 
service will not suffer by Capt. Tucker’s leaving the dcp6t, that officer may join 
his regimeriL 

Tlur A,G, to Cnpt. Belem, 2ith June, i8l 1. 

I have to a]io]ogise for not sooner nnsw'eritie t our letter and memorial, for 
which, however, there was no occa^'ioii, as the ( oniinander of the Ftirecs availed 
liiinself immediaU'ly of the opportunity that ofl*er(‘d for rccominendiiig to notice 
your meritorious service. 

I have now' to perform a very unpleasant task to myself, as 1 feel that the service, 
as W'cll as this department in particular, will experience a very essential loss in 
y'our removal from the duties of the depot at Belem. But as you have rcpeaicdly 
urged this point witli the Commander of the Forces, his KxcelleiiC}' was unwilling 
any longer to refuse the request of an officer whose services and merits claim 
from the Commander of the Forces every attention in liis power. I am directed, 
Uiercfurc, especially to assure you of the satisfaetion Lord Wellington has dcrivt'd 
from your diligent, constant, and arduous exertions at Belem, and that only your 
uw'ii rejieated requests should have iiidueed his Excellency to make an arrange* 
ment for your removal from a situation of the utmost importance to the army in 
general. Capt. Brown of the 23d fusiliers has been directed I'o repair to Belem, 
to take charge of the depot. 1 have written further on this subject to Brig. Gen. 
Poacockc, to whom 1 beg to refer you. 


TheA.G.io Dr, Franck, Intpet'ior of Iwtpiiah, 2lth June, 1811. 

I enclose herewith for your information the result of an inquiry on a complaint 

made by a private of the 27ih regt. against Dr. , for cruel and improper 

treatment. It appears to the Commander of llic Forces, that in no ca«e ha.s i)r. 
— — a right to inflict any punisliments of the nature here described, and bis 

Kxccllency requests Dr. may be informed of the same ; for altboiigli it 

appears the individual may be a worthless subject, and highly deserving of chas- 
tisement, still when that is directed to be inffirted by persons who have no power 
to order it, representations of an improper nature will arise, highly detrimental li> 
Dr. *8 professional character and situation. 

VOL. V. 1 
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To Lient. Oen. Hill. Quinta de S. Jotio, 25tli June, 1811, noon. 

About IfiOO cavalry, which were at Oliventja, have come over to Bada- 
joz, and at 9J a.m. were still upon the esplanade of the fort on the left of 
tlie Guadiana. 

Send tliis intelligence to Cotton and Picton, as it is not improbable they 
may make anotlier reconnaissance upon Campo Maior. 

Tu Manlial Sii W. C. ISeresfurd, K.1I. Quinta dc S. Joao, 25th June, IR11, 2 p.m. 

I enclose an account of wliat is already tlirown into Elvas by Mr. Ken- 
nedy. Would you wish to have any more thrown in by us? 

You will have seen how well pleased they are in England about 
Albuera. 1 wish to sec you upon that subject. 

Tu Mfijoi Ueii. Ciiiiipbfll, Gilir.iltar. Quinta de S. Jo3o, 25tli June, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter which I have received 
from the Sec. of Siat<% in consequence of which 1 liave requested Adin. 
Berkeley to send to Gibraltar vessels to convey to Lisbon the 1st halt. 
2Sth regl. ; and 1 beg you to order them to embark as soon as those 
vessels shall arrive at Gibraltar. 

To \ ice Adin. the lion. G. Berkeley Quinta de S. Joao, 25tli June, 1811. 

In consequence of the roctdjit of orders from the See. of State, I have to 
reejuest that you will send vessels to Gibraltar, to convey from thence to 
Lisbon tlie 1st ball. 2^th regt , which consists of about (iOO K. and F. 

1 liave till' honor to enclose a letter for the Governor of Gibraltar, which 
I request you to forward hy this occasion. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sit S. Cotton, Bait. 

On the Ataluya uf Ponte dr Ca>a, 25th June, 1811, r.M. 

The intelligence which 1 have from Elvas this day states that about 
1600 cavalry left Olivemja this morning, marched through Badajoz <it 10, 
passed the river, and went into the woods on the Gevora, where I now see 
them, and that 600 cavalry went from the woods on the other side of 
Badajo/ to Olivem^a. 

I think it possible that there may he a great reconnaissance to-morrow 
morning at Campo Maior, and therefore I recommend that Gen. De 
Grey’s and Anson’s brigades, and IjC Fevre’s troop of artillery, should be 
shortly after daylight behind the hill behind the town. 

To Col, Murray, Q.M G. Quinta de S. Ju3o, 25tli June, 1811, 8 p.m. 

The greatest part of the cavalry which were about 01ivcn<ja liave 
certainly moved into the woods on the Gevora, where I saw them this 
afternoon. 

I have desired Sir S. Cotton to have De Grey’s brigade and Anson’s un- 
der the hill behind Campo Maior in the morning, as I think it not unlikely 
that there will be a reconnaissance on that place, and it would be advis- 
able that Sir W. Erskinc should be desired to have Long’s brigade shortly 
after daylight near tlie Ponte de Ca^^ as it is clear that the cavalry are 
now on this side of the Guadiana, and to the northward of Badajoz. 
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To Vice Adm. tlie lion. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. JoSo, 25lh June, 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which 1 have received 
from the Sec. of State, regardinji^ the transmission of prisoners and de- 
serters to Kngland; and 1 beg leave to recommend tliat you should send 
the whole number to England ns soon as it may he convenient to you. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st, 
upon this subject. 


To Col. CronloiJy CoKumiswry ir* Ciiicf. Qiiiiitu dc S. Jolto, 25<1) June, Ifell. 

I receiV(Mi this morning your letter of the 3<)th May ; and I am sorry 
to say that Mr. Kennedy did apply to me to he relieved from his situation, 
hut I prevailed ujum liim to allow me to delay the ajipliejition for some 
time. I did not understand tliat his nppliention was founded on his own 
want of health, but rather upon the anxiety of his wife that he should return 
to England; and I filiall have to thank this lady and her sister, Mrs. 
Bourke, for having deprived me of the assistance of two very able officers. 

i don’t know how to fill Mr. Kennedy’s place Mr. is certainly 

the best here ; but, as 1 have lately discovered, even he is not entirely fit 
for such a cluirgc. lie eeriaiiily did not manage extremely well the 
duties of the Commissary of the troops wliich were here under Marslial 
Beresfiml. Mullers were luit going cm well when 1 arrived here in April, 
or afterwards in May; and the wants of that department, of which, how- 
ever, 1 believe that Mr. **** was the cause, occasioned the fatal delays 
of the end of March and beginning of April. 

If therefore 1 must submit to the misfortune of losing Mr. Kennedy, I 
believe you liad better send out Mr. Bissett. 1 hope, however, that Mr. 
Kennedy, who is as well as 1 am, will be prevailed upon to stay. 

To the £atl of Livfrpoob Quinta de S. Jdio, 2'd1i June, 181 1. 

I received this day your letter of the 1 1th ; and 1 have replied in 
another letter to what you say respecting tlie thanks for the battle of 
FupMles. 

I will communicate the vote to Gen. Blake in the mode whicli I 
may think will be the most salisfaeiory to him. I rather tliink that I 
shall send it to my brotlier, as it will afford him an opportunity of con- 
ciliating Blake. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. Jollo, 25th June, 1811. 

I received this morning your letter of the 4th, marked ‘Private.’ 
Your Lordship may rest assured that I am perfectly satisfied that you 
acted right in not proposing a vole in Parliament on the battle of Fuentes, 
The business would have been different if we bad caught the garrison of 
Almeida ; but, as it happened, the government were quite right. Indeed, 
people in England appear to me to be so much elated by any success, 
and so much depressed by any temporary check, that 1 feel difficulty in 
describing the state of our affairs, and am always apprehensive that 
the government will appreciate too highly what we do. I have sent for 
Gen. Graham. 

I had a communication with Gen. Abadia, when he was on his way 

I 2 
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to Coruna, and recommended to him to attend to Santoha. He is cer- 
tainly the best of all the Spanish officers that I have seen; but still 
some time must elapse before he or any body else can form a Spanish 
army that will be of much use to us or to themselves. 

Memorandum. Quinta de S. JuSo, 25th June, 1811. 

1. Tlie Junta deViveres to be abolished, and in lieu of that board a 
commissariat to be appointed, consisting of a Commissary Gen., a certain 
number of deputies, assistants, and clerks, to perform the task of pro- 
visioning the Portugues'e army. 

2. For the present it is proposed to appoint a Commissary Gen., 6 
deputies, 12 assistants, and 24 clerks. 

3. Tlie Commissary Gen. to receive possession of all the magazines and 
stores of the Junta de Vweres^ and to correspond in the same manner 
with the magistrates in the different districts. 

4. The Commissary Gen. should be obliged to give in an estimate, on 
the Ist of every month, of tlie articles and their cost required for hi*, 
department, stating for what purposes required, where to be sent, the ex- 
pense of transport, Ace., for which the government should be obliged to 
fiiniihh funds. Tlie Commissary Gen. must show in each estimate the 
state of the magazines in every part of Poitugal, and how far each can be 
made available for the service. 

5. The commissariat of provisions and transport to be united. 

6. The departments tif the arsenal to he more distinctly enumerated, 
and the head of eacli department to be icsponsihle for the duties of it. 
E*»timates from tlie arsenal to be furnished every month, of the articles 
and their cost, required for each of ihe departments, and funds to he pro- 
vided by the government for the payment of them. 

7. All the civil dejiartrncnts attached to the army (the commissariat 
arsenal and hospitals) to be placed under military Uw. All crimes com- 
mitted by the peojdc employed in those departments to be tried by Courts 
Martial . the interposition of the civil law in all such cases to be abolished. 
A code of regulations to be framed, and specific punishments to be 
decreed, for certain crimes and misdemeanors. 

8. A medical board to be formed, consisting of the dchgado of the 
Physico Mitr and the Inspector of Hospitals, for the general manage- 
ment of the medical department. The delegado is more particularly to 
superintend the physical departments, and the Inspector Gen. the surgical. 
The hospitals to be under the superintendence of the Inspector Gen., who 
will make his report to the board. The medical officers should, on the 
1st of every month, give in an estimate of the expense of their depart- 
ments, and the governmeQt should be obliged to provide funds for the 
payment of tliem. 

9. Though the commissariat and medical departments are to be placed 
under military law, it is clearly to be understood that the rise of each 
individual is not to be regulated on any military principle, but that each 
individual is to be promoted acconlifig to his merit. 

10. The military law to be alter^ according to the suggestions of 
Lord Wellington and the repeated representations of Marshal Beresford. 
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1 1. The government to enforce strictly llieir own laws and regulations 
respecting the means of transport to be supplied by the country for the 
use of the army ; and specific punishments, whetlicr of fine or confine- 
ment, to be decreed against those guilty of withliolding their carts, boats, 
&c., wlien required in the regular manner for tlic ]niblic service ; and 
against carters and boatmen guilty of desertion and of embezzlement, or 
destruction of provisions oi stores which they are employed to transport. 

12. The odious and oppressive system of tmhurtfo to be abolished , and 
any Commissary, or officer, or other public servant guilty of it la be 
punished. 

13. The government to pro\iile funds for tlie regular payment of tlie 
<»fficcrs and troops, regulars as well as militia, (d* the liat/ftjnnKs attached 
U> the several regiments, and of nil the depn-tiiients of llie army. 

To tli€ Earl ol Livnp(K»l. Qumta de S Join, 25(h Juno, 1811. 

The messenger did not arrive till the day before yesterday with your 
Lordship’s letter marked ‘Private,’ of the 30th May. 

Since Beresford lias been relieved from the command of the army in 
this (juarter many measures Imve been adopted to reinforce and recruit 
the Portuguese troops, which I hope will in a short time increase oiir 
numbers for duty ; and I have had many eoiiversalions with Marshal 
Beresford and Mr. Sydenham since the latter arrived here, with a view 
to the urraiigement of tlie civil departments of tlie Portuguese army, 
without which 1 have considered it proper to withludd my eonco'q 
grant of tlic increased subsidy to the Portuguese goveniment. When 
these points are settled here, Mr. bydenham will go to J^isboii to arrange* 
them with Mr. Stuart, 

The revenue arrangements recently aa* pled liavc already liad the 
effect of increasing the pecuniary means of tlie Portuguese government, 
as I was sure they w^onld ; and 1 have but little doubt that they will get 

on tolerably well in finance. There may be some difficulties in pro- 

curing specie; and we may not he able to ])rev*iil upon the government to 
carry the laws of the country strictly into execution as tliey ought ; hut the 
complaints which I have made of them to your Lordshij), and which I 
have uniformly eommunieated to them, have had an excellent effect, and 
are not unlikely to stimulate their efforts. We are, however, suffering 
much from the misconduct of the Portuguese government; and I am 
risking an action at a moment in which it is dcsinihle I should not fight. 
But, notwithstanding that the French have collected all their troops here, 
and have left literally nothing in other parts of Spain, and are so much 

stronger than we, they appear as little inclined to risk an action as we 

ought to be. 

The Spaniards have now another opportunity to make an effort to shake 
off the yoke somewhere; but I am apprehensive that they will not avail 
themselves of it 1 have not heard of, or from, Blake since he left Juru- 
menha. 

To Vice Adm. tlie Hoii. Q. Berkeley. Quinta de S. Ju3u, 2Utli June, 1811. 

Learning from your private letter of the 24th inst., just received, 
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that it is probable there will be no vessel at Cadiz to bring round 500 
men, viz., about 300 of the 95th regt., and about 200 dismounted hussars, 
who I have requested might be sent to the Tagus, I request you to send 
vessels there to convey that number of troops, and that you will request 
Sir R. Keats to send them back, in case he should have been able to send 
away the troops. 

To Manlial Sir W. C. Deresford, K.D. Quinta do S. Jo8(^ 27th June, 1811. 

I enclose some papers which have been put into my hands by Brig. 
Gen. Alava, regarding the conduct of certain persons at Sabugal, in seizing 
and detaining mules coming from Spain to join the army. As this has 
been a very common practice lately, I request you to direct that those 
persons may be called before tlie Special Commission to answer for their 
conduct. 


G. (). Quinta dob UaiiliOM, ‘J6th June. 1811. 

1. Hie Commander of tlie Forces has received the orders of the Corniiiander in Chief to 
transfer tlie ])rivat(‘8 of the 7tli line hatt. K. G.L. to the 1st, 2d, and 5th batts., and to send 
die ofHrcre anil iioii-rommissiuned oflieers of the 7th liatt. to Kngland to receive recruits. 

2. Alajor Gen. Itaron JjOw will accordingly give orders that this transfer may be made, 
taking caie to transfer to each battalion such a number of eflective men os will nearly 
eijualize the strength of each. 

3. All soldiers in Portugal or Spain must lie transferred ; the prisoners of war and mim- 
ing of the 7th bait, must r<*niain on the strength of the 7fh line batt. 

•\. The transfer is to be mode os mMin os it may be convenient, and tlie ofRceis coramaiid- 
iiig companies in the 7th line batt. are to draw jwiy for their men to the 21th iiiat. inclusive, 
and are to account in the usual manner, with the oflieers conimoiiding companies in the 
several battalions to which tlie men will be distributed, under tlie orders of Major Gen. 
Low. 

5. Major Gen. Low is roijnested, in making this transfer, to direct that the soldiers truus- 
feiied may be placed in battalions and eumpatiies with their countrymen and comrades. 

t>. As soon .'IS the traiisfei sliull Ih> made, the oflieers and non-coinniissioiK'd oflieers of 
the 7th line batt. ore to proceed to l.islKin, prejiaratory to their return to England. And 
the C'omniaiider of the Forces requests them tooccxqit his thanks for their services, and the 
assiiriiiice of Ins esteeiii lor their good conduct since they have been under his command in 
the Pciiiiisiila. 

7. The (^immainler of the Forces having reccivwl orders to draft the 2d bait Royal 
Fusiliers into the Ist batt., the following arrangement is to be made for that purjiose : 

8. All the private men in the 2d batt. Fiibiliers in l\)rtugHl and Spain are to be drafted 
into the 1st lutf., and are to lie distributed info comixinies in the Ist batt. 

Ih All men missing from the 2d hatt. are to continue on the strength of the 2d batt. 

10. The transfer is to be mode os soon os it may be convenient, and the officers command- 
ing conquuiies in the 2d batt. are to draw pay for their men u]> to the 21tli inst., and are to 
accMuiit ill the usual maiiiior with tlie oflieers commundiiig coin}>aiiies in tlie Ist batt. to 
whose companies tbeir men will be transferred under this order. 

11. When the tnuisfer shall be completed, the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
stalV of the 2d batt. Fusiliers are to proceeii to Lislion, jirejMiratory to tbeir embarkation for 
England. 

12. The Gomniaiider of the Forces begs the 2d liatt. Fusiliers will accept his thanks for 
their services since they liave been in the Peninsula. They have on every occasion sup- 
fiorted the high character of the Royal Fusiliers, and the Commander of the Forces hopes 
soon to have this battalion under his command again in renewed strength. 

G. O. ^ Quinta dosBanhos, 27th June, 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has great pleasure in communicating to the army 
iidters which he has received from the Lord Chancellor, and from tlie Sjieaker of the Hcaise 
of (.'ommoiis, and the unanimous votes of approbation of the Houses of T^ords and Commons 
on the conduct of the General officers, officers, and troops engaged in the battle fought at 
Albiiero, on the 16th May. 

2. The Coniniander of the Forces requcstsvthat Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford will com- 
iiiiinicate to the Portuguese officers and tr<} 0 {i 8 aagagcil on that occasion, the votes of appro- 
bation of their conduct of the Houses of l.ords anti CViinmnns. 
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To ilia Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. JoHo» 27th June, 1811. 

I liave had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th, with its en- 
closure from Dom M. Forjaz, announcing the intention of the inhabitants 
of Caniinha to present to the British government a number of bullocks 
now ill the service of tlie army : and 1 reiiuest you to have tlie goodiU'ss 
to inform the Portuguese government that 1 am liighly sensible of the 
desire of their peo]>le to assist the British army ; but that I rccoinniend 
that they should apply their voluntary donations to the service of their 
own country, or to relieve the sufferiijgs of their countrymen in Estre 
madura. 

To Hift Excellency G. Stuart Qiiiiitii ile S. Jolo, 27th Jnne, 1811. 

I liave had the honor of receiving your h*tter of the lOtli insi., regard- 
ing eertain green barley said to have been consumed near lUvas by the 
British troops. I am concerned to obsovve, in all the eomplaints of this 
description which I receive from the Portuguese govonnnent, a \iant of 
accuracy of staleinent, ^hich precludes the successful issue of any inquiry. 
In this case, the numbers of tlie regiments to which the persons belonged, 
wlio are said to have taken tint corn, are not detailed; and, in point of 
fact, tliere weie no Briiisb tro()])a .it Elvab on the 11th May, and could be 
none on the Ihth May, 2 '’ays after the battle of Albiiera. 

TIiks circumstance having ociurred to me, 1 requested Senhor Sodre to 
call upon tlic complainant and mention it to him, and request Jiiin to let 
me know the numbers o( the regiments to which the soldier belonged 
who cut the barley ; and li<‘ tlnm sent me tlie enclosed paper, staling that 
on the 22d and 23d May the barley was cut. At that jieriod 1 was at 
Elvas; but at dll events 1 should think lb. ’ the Governor of the province 
of Alciitejo might liave contrived to proUi. toe barley growing under the 
guns of the fort, without complaining on the subject to govern men t. 

It is impossible for me to give any redress for an evil coinjdained of hi 
such loose terms, and in making which there appears so little adherence 
«o truth. 

To Iliti Excelloncy C. Stuart Quinta de S. Jo3o, 27tli .Tune, 1811. 

1 have so repeatedly received anonymous letters from the Patriarch and 
the Principal, tlial at last it is necessary to put an end to a practice which 
is carried on in the most barefaced manner. 1 now enclose one which 1 
beg you will look at, merely that you may be able to recognise the 
writing again in case it should come in question ; and that you will then 
forward it, as directed, to the Patriarch. I have not read it. 

I have received from Dom M. Forjaz the answer to my dispatch of last 
week, which contains a paragra]>h giving great credit to Senhor Cardoso, 
for throwing supplies into the place of Elvas. 1 shall send you to-morrow 
the return up to yesterday of what had been thrown into Elvas, from 
which you will see with what degree of justice the merit of j ro visioning 
the place is attributed principally to Cardoso ; and then you will not tliink 
me unreasonable in declaring that justice to the departments of the Bri- 
tish army will prevent me in future from giving the assistance which they 
ore capable of giving; for you must observe tliat these efforts, which are 
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entirely gratuitous, and which are even denied by the government, much 
less acknowledged and thanked, are not made without considerable incon- 
venience to the British army. 

1 am sorry to be again obliged to remark upon Dom M. Forjaz’ want 
of justice, to say no more ; but these repeated instances of efforts to screen 
inefficient departments by misrepresentation don’t add to my good opinion 
of that minister. 

To — — Quinta de 6. Joa5, 27th June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your ’s letter of the 3d 

inst., and it is impossible not to feel for the unhajmincss of the young lady, 
which you have so well described ; but it is not ^ easy os you imagine to 
apply the remedy. 

It appears to me that 1 should be guilty of a breach of discretion if I 
were to send for the fortunate object of this young lady’s affections, and to 
apprise him of the pressing necessity for his early return to England ; the 
application for permission to go ought to come from himself, and, at^all 
events, the offer ought not to be made by me, and particularly not founded 
on the secret of this interesting young lady. 

But this fortunate Major now commands his battalion, and 1 am very 
apprehensive that he could not with propriety quit it at present, even 
though the life of this female should depend upon it ; and, therefore, 1 
think that he will not ask for leave. 

We read, occasionally, of desperate cases of this description, but I can- 
not say that 1 have ever yet known of a young lady dying of love. They 
contrive, in some manner, to live, and look tolerably well, notwithstand- 
ing their despair and the continued absence of Iheir lover ; and some even 
have been known to recover so fur as to be inclined to take another lover, 
if the absence of the first lias lasted too long. I don’t suppose that your 
yrotiifie can ever recover so for, but I do hope that she will survive the 
continued necessary absence of the Major, and enjoy with him hereafter 
many happy days.* 

To II. R. II. the Coinmauder m Chief. Quinta dp S. Jolo, 27th June, 1811. 

1 have hod the honor of receiving your Royal Highness’ commands of 
the 30th May, and those of the 5th inst. 

I had already drafted the 2d batt. 48th regt. into the 1st batt., and 
orders have been given to draft the 2d batt. 7th Fusiliers into the 1st batt., 
and the 7th line batt. K, G. L. into the other 3 line battalions of the 
Legion ; and the officers and non-commissioned officers of those battalions 
which have been drafted will be sent home immediately. The 2d batt. 
88th regt. will likewise he drafted into tlie 1st batt. ; but, as both these 
battalions are at present almost in^ sight of the enemy, it will be necessary 
to delay the arrangement for a short time. 

I requiist to have your Royal Highness’ commands whether I am to 
complete the 1st batts. of the 5th foot, Slst, 38th, 39th, and 42d, to the 

numbers stated in the memorandum enclosed in your Royal Highness’ 

1 

T nis officer afterwards married the young lady. JHe returned to the army, and was 
Diui tally wounded at tlie battle of Vituiia 
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letter of the 30th May, from the 2d batts. of those regiments respectively, 
before 1 sliall send those 2d batts. to England ; or whether I am to send 
those 2d batts. to England when the let batts. shall arrive in Portugal, 
whatever may be the actual strength of the Ist batts. 

I likewise request to have your Royal Highness’ commands whether I 
am to send to England the 2d batts. of the 24th, 44th, 53d, 58th, 66th, 
and 83d, and the 85th regts., when the 1st batts. of the 5th, 31st, .38t)i, 
49th, and 42d, shall arrive in Portugal. 

It is impossible to have better soldiers than the real Hanoverians ; and 
it would be very desirable that the Ist, 2(1, and 5th line batts. of the 
Legion should be reinfo^ed by any men of that description who may be 
in the depots. 

In conse(iuence of orders from the Sec. of State, of the , 

I have directed Qcn. Graham to join the army from Cadiz ; and to send 
to the army the detachment of tlie 3d batt. 95tb regt., and the scpiadron 
of the 2d hussars which are dismounted, which are at Cadiz. The horses 
expeefed from England will enable me to mount them. 

I have not yet been able to ascertain the exact amount of the final loss 
of each of the regiments in the late actions, under the command of fir 
W. Beresford ; but I should hope tliat in a short time so many men will 
have recovered from their wuunds, that it will not amount to more than 
half the number of killed, wounded, and missing, in the first returns. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. Jolo, 27tli June, 1811. 

The enemy made a great reconnaissance, with a very large body of 
cavalry, upon Elvas anci Campo Maior, on the 23d. The cavalry < f the 
army of tlie south went upon Elvas from the n» ighbourhood of 01iveii(j*a, 
and to the woods between that town and BadajtiZ ; and the cavalry of tlie 
‘ Annte de VoringnY upon Campo Maior, from the neighbourhood of Bada- 
joz.* The former succeeded in cutting off a piquet of the — th liglit dra- 
goons, who had been posted on the Caya, in front of Elvas, under tlie com- 
mand of . It is understood that the cause of this misfortune was 

that mistook a regiment of the enemy’s hussars for a body of 

ours sent to his support. The — d hussars also, which were on the Gua- 
diana, on the right of Elvas, suffered considerably in their retreat towards 
Elvas. 

The enemy were kept in check in the neighbourhood of Campo Maior, 
by Gen. de Grey’s brigade of British and Gen. Madden’s Portuguese 
cavalry, and they retired without seeing the position of our troops. Since 
that day they have made no movement of importance. Their army is 
along the Guadiana, between Badajoz and Merida, and their principal 
occupation appears to be to procure subsistence. 

They are already beginning to experience in some degree the effects of 
drawing together in Estromadura their whole force. Gen. Bonet has 
evacuated the Asturias. Don J. Sanchez has possession of tlie open 
country in Old Castille, and has recently intercepted a valuable convoy of 
money and provisions, on the road from Salamanca to Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
and 1 learn from Valladolid, that a very valuable convoy has been inter- 
cepted by Mina, consisting of the King’s baggage and property, near 
* Sec Appendix, No. V., last letter 
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Vitoria, the whole escort having been put to the sword. Gen. Blake 
crossed the Guadlana, as had been arranged, on the 22d inst., and I under- 
stand was at Castillejos on the 24th; and I conclude that tlie enemy, 
Anding Uiat the allied army are in a situation in which the attack of 
them could not be made without difAculty, will detach towards that 
quarter. 

It is to be wished that the Spaniards would take more extensive advan- 
tage of the concentration of the enemy’s forces, and thus oblige them, by 
the loss of their convoys, the danger of their small garrisons and civil 
departments, and adherents residing in the large towns, to keep their 
armies separate, and expose some to our attacks. 

The Commissary Gen. has tlirown a sufAcient quantity of provisions 
into all the places on the frontier ; and measures are in progress to im- 
prove the defences of them all. 

To Ihe Earl of Liverjmol. Quinta de S. JoXo, 27ih .Tune, 1811. 

1 enclose the weekly state to the 25th. The loss of the piquet of the 
— til dragoons, and that sustained by the piquet of the — d hussars, were 
disagreeable circumstances ; but they tend to show the difference between 
old and new troops. The old regiments of cavalry, throughout all their 
services, and all their losses put together, have not lost so many men as 
the — d hussars, and — th and — th dragoons, the former in a few days, 
and the latter in a few months. However, we must make the new as 
good as the old. Our cavalry are just now in very good condition. 

To bieut. Col. Tonens, Mditaiy Sinritary. Quinta de S. J 0 B. 0 , 27th June, 1811. 

I have th(‘ honor to eiiclos(‘ a letter from Major Gen. Picton in favor of 
Lieut Clerke, 5th regt.,* and 1 beg leave to recommend the services of this 
officer to the Aivorable consideration of II, R. H. the Commander in Chief. 

To Cupt. (I'cii. Don J. lilake. Quinta dc S. Jolo, 28tb June, 1811. 

When the accounts of the recent battle at Albuera arrived in England, 
all ranks and descriptions of 11 is Majesty’s subjects were eager to manifest 
their admiration of the conduct of all the allied troops, and their sense of 
the beneAts which had resulted to the common cause from the cordial 
union of councils of the Generals in command of the armies of the different 
nations, and from the gallantry and discipline of the troops. 

The Houses of Lords and Commons have expressed these sentiments in 
resolutions which they have unanimously voted upon this occasion ; and 
they have imposed upon me, as the Commander of His Majesty's forces in 
this country, the pleasing task of communicating to the Generals com- 
manding the forces of the several allied nations their unanimous sense of 
the conduct of the armies under their command respectively, 

I have therefore the honor Of enclosing to your Excellency the unani- 
mous resolutions of the Houses of Lords and Commons of Great Britain 
and Ireland of the 7th, expressing their sense of the conduct of the 
Spanish army under the command of your Excellency, in the battle fought 
at Albuera, on the 16th May, 1811 ; and I beg leave to congratulate your 

* Major Shdilwell Cleikc He had been seventy wounded on Ihc 12th March at Re- 
iliiilia, and sufleied ainpmation of bis Ick iii consequence. 
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Excellency upon receiving this justly merited honor, which is the highest 
those illustrious assemblies have to bestow, and which must be esteemed 
and valued by every friend to the freedom and good order of society. 

The A,G. to the Commiseary General, 28th June, 18 i 1. 

Your letter and enclosure from Assist. Commissary Gen. — - have been laid 
before the Cominandcr of the Forces, and a communication has been likewise 
received from the Lieut. General commanding tlic cavalry on the subject. Upon 
the view of this transaction which his Excellency has taken, he has directed me 

to send for Col. , and inform him of the extreme inconvenience to the service 

which his conduct has occasioned. He had ])ositively no right to gi\e such an 

order as tliat which he gave to Mr. . The da\*s fornge to t lie regiment 

having been issued, IMr. — ^ liad no right to he arci'ssary or responsible for the 
2 sack.s of corn stall'd to ha\e been left by a ‘.cijeimt with the clerk, by Col, 

’s orders. The consequence of Col. ha\ing put Mr. into unesi is, 

that the regiment has suHered from the want of n proper person to perforin the 
eoiinuissanat duties witli it, and niiich iiiroinenienee to the ser\ice results. 
Agreeably to these orders, 1 have stated the C’onnnandci nf the J’orees' opinion, us 

above expressed, to Col.* ; and 3 ouwill be pleased to direct Mr. — to 

resume his duties willi the — th dragoons. 


77ff A.G. to LteuL Col. Klhy, A.ASi 28th June, 1811. 

1 lierewith encloat , for the information of Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton and Major 
(rcn. Sir \V. Erskinc, the copy d a letter 1 have written to the Commissary Cien., 
hj the Conininiuler of the Forces’ diieetion, on the transaction that has occurred 
hetwetii Ijieut. Col. — , of the — * dragoons, and Mr. Assist. Commissary 

I also annex Mr. ‘s statement of the ease, the Lieut. General having, perhops, 

only seen C’ol. ^’s letter on the subject. 

\ ou will be pleased to request the Lieut. General to order Mi. Assist. Comnns* 

^aiy Gen. to resume his duties with the — dragoons, he being released 

fiom his arrest. 


To Major Gen. the IIoii. W. Stewart. Quinta de S. Jimo, 29lh June, 1811. 

1 have Imd a conversation with G(*n. C. Stewart ros])ecling your wish 
to ijuit the army for a bhorl time, and conceived tliat he Jiad coninmnicatcd 
with you, which is the reason that you have not received an earlier answer 
to your letter. 

We experienced so much inconvenience last spring, from tlie absence 
of the General officers from (he army, that I have received orders, which 
leave very little discretion with me to give leave of ahscnct* on jirivatc 
concerns. ^ our case, however, appeals to me to be of a different descrip- 
tion ; for, at the same time that you have private affairs to settle, the state 
of your health renders your absence desirable; and 1 think that at this 
period it will lie mure convenient that you should absent yourself than it 
would be at any other. Under these circumstances, 1 have no objection 
to your going ; but, as 1 think it not improbable that others will desire 
the same indulgence, who have neither the same claims nor the same rea- 
sons for going as you have, 1 wisli you would send me a certificate, in the 
usual form, of the state of your health. 


Quinta doK ItiLiihos, 29th June, 1811. 

2. Tlie General officers of the army are requested to refer to the order of the 20th 
March, No. 3, about foraging, us great irreguUrities occur now in regiments and sol- 
diers in taking forage in the country, wherever they please. 
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To H.S.H. tb« Prince of Orange. Quinta de S. Jolo, 29th June, 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your Highness’ letter of the 27th 
inst., and 1 assure you that 1 shall be happy to see your Highness with the 
army whenever it will be convenient to you to join it. 

To Hii Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. JoSo, 29th June, 1811. 

You must be the best judge of the expediency of applying the money 
which will come into your hands, as the proceeds of the flour imported 
from America, to the purposes of the Portuguese charity. I expected 
that this money would come into the Tuilitary chest, upon which the de- 
mands are very heavy, and which is at present but ill supplied. How- 
ever, as you have received directions from government on this subject, 
you must be the best judge in what manner this money shall be disposed of. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Joao, 29th June, 1811. 

1 enclose a letter and its enclosures which 1 have received from the 
Commissary Gen., on the subject of a complaint transmitted to me some 
time ago by you, received from the Portuguese government, respecting 
the want of boats on the Mondego. None of these complaints have ever 
come under my cognizance, in which the facts were not misrepresented 
or exaggerated, or in which some facts were not omitted, that were mate- 
rial to a just decision on the case. 

There is no British officer who is not interested to give every assistance 
in his power to the officers of the PorUigueso government, because he 
well knows that the deficiencies resulting from the want of means, or 
from neglects of the latter, are invariably supplied from the stores of the 
British army. 

But 1 am sorry to observe that the officers of the Portuguese govern- 
ment, almost without exception, neglect their duty, in the performance 
of which there is neither intelligence nor activity; and the excuse of tl'c 
interference of the British Commissaries is too readily admitted by iho 
I^ortuguese government and their ministers, who prefer any thing, even 
the loss of the Kingdom of their Sovereign, to the punislimcnt of tliosc 
who neglect their duty, although they receive their salaries. 

The enclosed letter from Mr. Dmke is deserving of attention, as show- 
ing how business is carried on by the officers of the Junta de Viveres, 

Tu Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Quinta do S. JoXo, 29th June, 1811. 

The last post brought us accounts of the Duke of York’s appointment 
to be Commander in Chief, at which I assure you I rejoice most sincerely.* 
The arrangement is not less a matter of justice to him than it is beiic- 
flcial to the public interests ; and it appears to me to have been admirably 
timed, and that the motion of ^Lord Milton upon it is likely to be advan- 
tageous to the Duke’s character. 1 would not allow the mail to go with- 
out telling you how well satisfied 1 am with this arrangement ; and 1 beg 
you to take an opportunity of conveying my congratulations to His Royal 
Highness. 

% 

* H. U. II. the Duke of Yoik had lieeti reappirinted to the command of the army on 
tiie 25th May, ISII. 
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The dispatches will let you know how we are situated. We have now 
got upon us the whole disposable force in Spain ; and, although wt arc 
not quite so effective as I could wish, I entertain no apprehensions for the 
result. Blake’s operations in Andalusia, if he can do any thing, will 
immediately relieve us from part of the weight bearing upon us ; and as 
soon as that is done, I have some operations in view to remove the war 
from this frontier. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon G. Berkeley. Qiiinitt de S. JoSo, 30th Juno, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your l(‘itf‘r of the 2Pth June, with 
its enclosures. 1 am sorry to say that, under ('xisting eireumstances, no 
confidence can be placed in the parole of any French olficer. ] know 
many who have been allowed to quit England, on their parole not to 8»*rve 
till exchanged, who arc now serving in tlu anuios in Spain, although no 
British officer, or others, have been sent **rom France in exchange for 
them. This practice will be continued till the allies determine to adopt 
a system of rigor and pnnishmont towards the prisoners in their p(»wer, 
in proportion to that followed by Ihi* enemy, and in reference to the con- 
duct of the prisoners themselves. I have invariably experienced tlie 
greatest inconvenience from allowing any jiersons to return to the 
enemy’s army. 

As nothing is believed in England that is written by persons in autho- 
rity in this country, it is not believed that the Generals commanding the 
French armies have no communication with each otlier, and that <hey are 
cntirely.ignorant of all that is ptissing around them, and that they have, 
in fact, no information, excepting what they derive from deserter' from 
the foreign regiments in our service, of Win there are, I am sorry to 
say, too many, and from the prisoners occasunally sent back to them, in 
exchange for sonic of our officers or soldiers. 

Adverting to the superiority of the enemy’s numbers over the allied 
British and Portuguese armies, and to the inefficiency of the Sjianish 
troops, I attribute the success which we have had hitherto in a great d(*- 
gree to the want of information by the enemy’s General officers. At this 
moment, though the whole army are within a few miles of them, they 
don’t know where they arc ; but, if disabled prisoners are to be sent to 
them, they will get all the information they require, if not directly from 
themselves, from their friends of the French interest at Lisbon, from 
Portuguese or English newspapers, &c. &c. 1 am therefore of opinion 

that the disabled, as well as the other prisoners, ought to be sent to 
England, and thence to France, if the government are desirous of getting 
rid of them. 

To the Rt Hon. tlie Lord Mayoi oi l^ondon. Quinta de S. JoSo, 30th June, 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 20tli 
May, in which your Lordship has transmitted to me the resolutio'^is of the 
Court of Common Council of the City of London, of the 9th May, express- 
ing their approbation of the conduct of the army under my command in 
the late operations in Portugal 

I have communicated the resolutions of the Common Council to the 
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General and other officers, the non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of 
the allied army. 

I beg that the Court of Common Council will accept my thanks for the 
honor which they have conferred upon me and upon the army under my 
command ; and I trust that, by a continuance of our endeavors to serve 
His Majesty, and to promote his interests in this country, wc shall continue 
to enjoy the good opinion of the city of London. 

To the (iovemor of Coimbra, and the Maglbtratefl of Arganil, Goes, Louzao, Ponte da 
Miircello, and Foz d'Arouce. Quinta de S. Jolio, 30th June, 1811. 

I have sent Capt. Macleod, of the Royal engineers, to look at the stale 
of the bridges on the Alva and the Ceira, and to put them in a state of 
repair, if they should not already have been repaired. I desire that you 
will give him every assistance of workmen and materials which he may 
require for the work upon which he has been ordered, and I hold you 
responsible to attend to his requisitions. 


Jhe A.(j. to Brig. Gen. Murray^ Q.M.G. 30th June, 1811. 

Orders having boon issued by his Excellency the CoTnmandcr of the Forces for 
the drafting of the regiments named in the margin, and for the proceeding of the 
oflicers and non-conimisHioned officers of tliese corjis to Lisbon, to return to 
England, so soon as the arrangement has been comjdeted and the men’s accounts, 
&c., settled, I have to request you will have the goodness to for\vai*d to Major 
den. the Hon. G. L. C<»le and Major den. liaron Low the necessary routes for the 
march of the stall’, (»fficers, fire., of these eorps to Lisbon, as also orders for their 
embarkation, dens, (’ole and Low having been apprised that they are to receive 
tlie same and deliv(‘r tln‘ni to the officers commanding, so soon as the drafting 
has been carried into cifect. * 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. (.otton. Hart. Quinta de S. Joao, Ist July, 1811, p.m. 

The priest of I^a Roca is arrived ; hut 1 don’t recollect who it was 
that com])lained of liiiii, or the nature of the complaint. I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will let me know what you recollect of this 
complaint. 

TotheRl.Hoi). (lieS])eaker oftheHouseofCommons. Quinta deS.Jouo, lRtJu1y,1811. 

In obedience to the orders of the House of Commons, 1 have com- 
municated to Sir W. Beresford, and to Capt. Gen. Blake, the resolutions 
of the House of the 7th June, conveying their approbation of the conduct 
of the General and other officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers 
of the allied armies, which fought the battle of Albuera on the 16th May. 
It has given me great satisfaction to have been made the channel of commu- 
nicating to those officers the high honors which the House have conferred 
upon them. I have the honor to enclose a letter from Sir W. Beresfoid. 

Tht A,G, to Lieut. Burkty late 45/i|f regt, Ist July, 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces had consented, in consequence of the wishes 
expressed by the officers of the 45th regt, to your being permitted to go about 
your own concerns and to take no further notice of your case ; but as it appears 
you desire a trial, I am to acquaint you that you are ordered to he sent under 
escort to Campo Maior preparatory to your trial before a General Court Martidi 
now assembled there. You will be tried ftir desertion to the enemy, and you will 
furnish the Dep. Judge Advocate, at Camp^ Maior, with a list of the evidences 
you arc desirous of summoning in your behalf. 
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To Gen. Leite, Goveniot of Elvas. Quinta de S. JoSo, 2(1 July. IRl I, 

The provisions at Ouguela being almost expended, 1 request that you 
will send to that fort, to-morrow moniing, provisions for 10 days for 220 
men : by provisions is to be understood bread, meat, and wine j and you 
will be good enough to report when this order is executed. 

To Major Gen. Peneocko. Quinta di- S. Jo3o, 2d July, I 1 1. 

I enclose a letter from Afajor Gen. Howard, ciu*I(*sing one from Tol. 
Stewart, of the 50tli regt., regarding the e{juij)nienls ((f a detachment of 
that regiment recently arrivinl from Englami. 1 beg thnt yon will make 
a requisition upon Col. Fislier for new arms and accoutrement h for this 
detachment, if upon inspection those which they have in use should be 
deemed unserviceable. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. Jo?ln, 2d July, INI I . 

Upon considering of the best mode to communicate to Gen. illak** ilie 
resolutions of the Houses of Lords and Commons regarding tin* Spanish 
army, I have thouglit it best to communicate tlicm in a letter from myself, 
as being the mode most likely to be agreeable to him. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 2(1 Julv. 1811. 

1 have received your Lordship’s letter of the 19th June. 1 have already 
informed you that 1 liad had some conversation with Gen. Ahadia wlien he 
was on his journey to Galicia. That which 1 recommended to him was, 
if possible, to retake Astorga, jmd, if he could not do that, to endeavor to 
extend himself in the Asturias and La Montana ; hut not to venture into 
tlie plains of Leon and Castillo till he should have formed his army, and, 
particularly, should have got a body of cava’ ^ 

1 believe that the French have evacuated Astorga, as well as tlic Astu- 
rias ; so that the first measures I recommended to liis attention are already 
accomplished ; and he may now direct his attention to something furtlier, 
as soon as he shall have an army. Indeed, he might now work on in Lu 
Montiuia, towards Biscay. I have also requested Gen. Ahadia to endeavor 
to obtain possession of Santoiia, in concert with the oflScer commanding 
Ills Majesty’s ships at Coruna, and with Gen. Mendizabal, who has been 
sent by the Spanish Regency to command in Biscay. 

When Gen. Walker quitted Coruiia he left there Mr. — , u Commis- 
sary, who has continued the correspondence with me ; but as I consider 
that a most important point, and that the supplies of arms, ammunition, &c. 
to the guerrillas may be best distributed from that quarter, I conceive that 
it might be convenient to government, as well os to me, that a person of 

more respectable station in life than Mr. should bo appointed to reside 

there. 1 have no officers to spare for this service ; and I shall be obliged 
to your Lordship if you will send the gentleman you mention ; and I shall 
be happy to see him here, or I will send him instructions to Coruna, if 
your Lordship should think it better that he should go there at once. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quiuta de S. JoSo, 3d July, 1R11. 

I have received your letter of the 30th. 

I have no doubt but that the letter which I sent to you was written by 
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the Patriarch ; but, as you entertain a doubt upon the subject, I am much 
obliged to you for Btoj)ping it. To send an anonymous letter to any body 
is to accuse him of writing it, the meanest action, certainly, of which any 
man can be guilty. It is not very proper, perhaps, to accuse a man in the 
Patriarch’s situation of being guilty of such an action ; but he positively 
ought not to be accused of it if there is any, the slightest, doubt of his guilt. 
1 therefore acquiesce entirely in your retaining the letter. 

In the account which the Commissary Gen. has made out of supplies to 
the Portuguese government, he has charged for the articles delivered in 
kind, at the rate which they cost. 1 have given directions that the paper 
issued to the Portuguese government sliall be taken credit for at tlie price 
of the day. For instance, when £100,000 in paper was given to them, 
tJie rate of discount being 18 per cent.^ the charge against them was to be 
only £82,000. If they don’t take care to manage the markets, they may 
lose even by this arrangement ; but that I cannot help. 

To His Excellency C. Stuarl. Quinta de S. Jolto, 3rl July, 1811. 

I enclose Doni M. Forjaz’s commissariat regulations, with some remarks 
upon them. If I had leisure to go minutely through the whole, probably 
1 might out of them be able to form something ; but I have written in 
tlie margin the general principles on which the establishment ought to be 
formed, and that of all the regulations f(»r its guidance, which will pro^ 
bably answer better than to enter into the particulars of the regulations, 
and, at all events, saves me some time. 


Oliservations hy Ijicut. Geiu Vise. Wulliiigton, K.B., u])Oii the Plan pr()])ORed for the Portu- 
guese Comniissarmt.* Quinta de S. Joao, 3d July, 181 1. 

Page 1. The Commissariat should be composed of a Commissary Gcii., 
deputies, assistants, clerks, conductors, sub conductors, treasurer, and 
accountants. 

These denominations of officers would comprise all the functions re- 
quired from the other officers specified in tlie text. 

Page 2. The Commissary Gen., and all the officers of the Commissariat, 
should be appointed by a Minister of State, or by the Commander in Chief. 

Whoever shall make the appointment should be answerable for the 
selection of competent persons. 

The inferior clerks might he appointed by the individual under whose 
authority it is intended they should be employed. 

The conductors should be appointed by the Commissary Gen. But 
whoever may make the appointment should be answerable for the com- 
petency of the person to fulfil the duties of his appointment. 

The continuance of the officers in their several places should be during 
pleasure. 

The establishment must be a military one ; the persons of whom it is 

• The original draft of these obsenrations is missing from the papers of Ihe Duke of Wel- 
lington. A copy of it was sent to Dom M. F|njuz, and Sir John Croft translated it info 
l^rtnguofie for hitii. Sir John Croft re-tmiiNlateU it into English from the Portuguese for 
(his coinpilutioii. 
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composed should be liable to trial by military law : but the tenure or title 
by which they hold their employments should entirely depend on the will 
of the government, and so should their promotion. 

PagO 4. It is the duty of the Commissary Gen., and of the persons 
under his authority, to collect, to preserve in good condition, and to issue, 
provisions and forage to the troops, and to the horses and mules belong- 
ing to them. It is their duty also to provide the means of transporting 
the several articles from one place to another, and to furnish all other 
means of transport which the army may require. 

Page 5. The Commissary Gen. should, between the 2dth and the 30th (»f 
each montli, render to the Sec. of State, and to the Commander in Chief, 
a return of all such provisions as are in the different dep^its of tin* King- 
dom and belonging to the army ; stating what portions he has furnished 
in the preceding month, and giving in an estimate of the quantities whieh 
he thinks may be required of him in the following month, pointing out 
from whence they should be drawn, and whither they should be trans- 
prirted ; and, besides this, he should give in a calculation of the expense 
likely to be incurred in each of the following articles, viz. : 

Provisions and forage for the troops and their beasts ; means of trans- 
port also, stating the purposes for which the}** will be required; and the 
salaries of the persons emph-yed in the eominissariat. 

These arrangements having been completed, and the funds necessary to 
meet the expenses of his department having been placed at the disposal of 
the Commissary Gen., it will then become necessary to coiibider ni what 
way he shall make his purchases. These should always he made at the 
cheapest rate, and should he accompanied with certificates of tlic ]..iee of 
them. After this, the object will be to ascerirtln the best way of keeping 
in good order the several articles, of making liis issues to the troops, and 
of giving an account of the issues which he shall have already made. 

All these are matters of detailed regulation which cannot fail to exist 
already in tlie department of the commissariat ; and nothing more will he 
necessary but to compel obedience to the regulations, whatever the nature 
of them may he, and to ensure the punishment of disobedience. 

The estimate by the Commissary Gen. should comprise the value of the 
provisions, which are to be bought by his deputies attached to the different 
divisions of tlie army or stationed in forts. ITiese deputies must render 
account, in tlie manner prescribed, and within the time limited, of the 
money which they have expended ; but the Commissary Gen. and all his 
subordinate officers must be apprised that they will have to answer for the 
omissions of their inferiors if they don’t give them up to punishment. 

Page 17. Deputy Commissaries must be under the immediate authority 
of the Commissary Gen., and must be stationed in those places, and 
attached to those divisions of the army, which he may be pleased to fix 
upon. All must be under the direction of a deputy appointed by the 
Commissary Gen., and charged with the duty of issuing the Tieccssary 
orders. 

They must fulfil that portion of the obligations generally incumbent 
upon the Commissary Gen. which he shall allot to them ; whether it be 
in making purchases, or looking Uj the preservation of tlic articles already 

VOL. V. K 
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purchased, or watcliing over the transport of the same, tlie issuing them 
to tlie inferior Commissaries for the supply of the troops, and directing the 
fulfilment of the g(*ncrdl engagements of the commissariat, and of the 
Commissaries attached to any particular division, or stationed in ahy fort 
or district, pursuant to the orders which they shall receive from the Com- 
missary Gen., and to the general regulations of the service. 

Kvery Dej) Commissary, through ^hose hands cither money or any 
articles may pass, must be answerable for such money or for such articles, 
until he shall have been exonerated either by a receipt or some other official 
document which may be required. 

Whenever the articles which shall have been entrusted to any Dep. 
Commissary Gen. may be considered of a quality unfit for the service, 
this circumstance must be made known to the Commissary Gen ; but the 
said articles must not be destroyed until they shall have been first ex- 
amined by a board of officers, whose decision must be confirmed by the 
Commander in (’hief. 

The Commander in Chief will then direct that the said articles be 
destroyed in the presence of the board of officers who had examined them : 
and nothing short of this order from the Commander in Chief shouhl 
exonerate the Deputy or other Commi’^sary. 

Page 25. 1 don’t see that any advantage will result from making regu- 
lations for the clerks of this department. 

The Commissary (Jen. will employ, whenever he may think fit, a Dep 
Commissary in eacli province, and will instruct him as to the nature of the 
services which will be required of him. 

The Commissary Gen. should, nevertheless, place himself in communi- 
cation with the magistrates in all great cities of the provinces, and by 
their aid should provide the means of supply ing the small detachments of 
the army whuh move from one place to another along the high roads, 
according to routes which the Q. M (j. gives them. 

I^age 26 In those proxinces in which corn or any other species of grain 
may exist, it is clear that the Commissary Gen. must employ some of the 
deputies to collect this grain ; and he must render an account thereof, in 
his return, of the state of the depots, every month, to the Sec. of State 
and the Commander in Chief. 

Page 49. The duties of the Deputy or Assi'?tant Commissarie*! attached 
to divisions consist especially in receiving or collecting provisions and 
forage for the use of those divisions ; in taking care to preserve those 
articles in good condition ; in effecting the transport of them from one 
])lacc to another ; in issuing them to the troops upon receiving proper 
documents and reccij)ts; and in rendering an account, as well of the 
money expended as of the depots of provisions. 

All these duties necessarily require regulations in detail from the Com- 
missary Gen. ; and the Commissaries attached to divisions or brigades 
must answer for the fulfilment of them. 

Page 59. The duty of directing the transports from one place to an- 
other, and watching over the transit qf the several articles from one Com- 
mis'sary to another, might he fulfilled through tlie medium of one or more 
deputies or a sistants under the directions of the Commissary Gen., and 
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in conformity with certain rules and orders, general and particular, esta- 
blished for their government. 

Page 69. There ought to be a treasurer of the commissariat ; but, as a 
general rule, no money ought to stop in tlie hands of the Coiniuissury 
Gen. He ought to have a credit opened with the military chest in the 
beginning of each month, to mt»et that portion of the amount of his esti- 
mate which sliall have been granted to him liy the Si*c. of Slate and by 
the Commander in Chief; and he ouglit to draw hills upon the military 
chest from time to time for the amount of Iii.** ])aynn'nl‘«, never cxceediiig 
in any one month the sum total of hw absolute necossitii's, and stating on 
each bill what head of those services which are specified in his estimate is 
to be Hijuidatcd by the* said hill. 

In the same manner the treasurer sliould keep an account of the ])ay- 
ments made by the Commissary Gen. eonformahly with those hcNids, 
setting apart what the estimate of eaeli month consists of; and every 
Commissary wlio lay*^ out money should render an account after the same 
form to the treasurer of the commissariat. 

3’age 124. 1 don’t possess sufficient knowledge of the Portuguese 
language, nor have I lime, to examine the detail of these regulation*, the 
wdiole of which may j^rohal ly he very expedient. 

Nevertheless, the duty of the Commissary Gen. is set forth, generally, 
in the observations wliich I have made. This duty botli he and his de- 
puties and assistants should fulfil, pursuant to certain convenient regu- 
lations. 

In collecting provisions, care should always bo taken to select them of 
the best ({uality, and at the chcajiest rate ; aT)d the object of all and every 
regulation should bo to make this certain, u* well as to show the sum of 
money whicli shall have been expended. 

In receiving the provisions, the object of every regulation should be to 
obtain the certainty, by means of receipts or some other form, that the 
provisions have really been received by each of the person.s through whose 
hands they shall have been reported to have passed. 

In kee})ing the ]»rovisions in g{H)d condition, whether il ho upon the 
march or in the dej)ut, the ol)jcct of every regulation should be to attacli 
res]»oiisibility to the person charged with the care of them, in order to 
avoid waste or loss through negligence. 

In making issues of the provisions, the object of regulations should be 
to exonerate the persons who shall have made a just and true delivery of 
them, and to attach responsibility to the person who shall have received 
them ; further, to ascertain the accuracy of his receipts, and to make him 
answerable as well for the quantity as the quality thereof. 

In making a detailed issue of provisions, the object of regulations 
should be to ensure that every individual shall receive what belongs to 
him, and nothing more; and that the proper requisitions and receipts 
shall be passed by those who shall receive, and by the Commissary who 
shall make the i^suc. 

In procuring transports, the object of regulations should be to secure 
that the person who makes requisition for them shall apply to the proper 
magistrate ; and shall not apply for more than is absolutely necessary. 
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In paying for transports, the object of regulations should be to make 
it certain tliat the owner of the transports shall receive the money which 
is due to him, and which is paid and carried to the account of the public. 

The duties of magistrates form another subject, and sure entirely distinct 
from the duties of the Commissary General. 

The A.(i. to li. H. Kennedy, Eeq., Commueary GeneraL 3d July, 1811. 

1 luTcwith enclose a letter I have received from the Dep. Judge Advocate at 
('ainpo Maior, by which it appears that there will not be sufficient evidence on 

tlic trial of quarter master to prove the charge against him. Under these 

circumstances, as there has been such an interference on the pail of the Com- 
niander of the Forces as to prevent similar impropriety occurring without the 
certainty of punishment, it may be better, wit!) your acquiescence, to dispense witli 
any further proceedings against quarter master , 

The A.O, to Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B,, 1«/ divieion, 3d July, 1811. 

I have laid your letter of yesterday’s date, and enclosiires from Major Gen. 
Campbell and Major Gen. Baron Low, before the Commander of the Forces, and 
am directed to acquaint you : 

Is! ; With repird to Major Gen. CampheH’s enclosures from Col. Fermor, re- 
presenting the inadequate state of the Ist hatt. 3d Guards, ar to officers, that 
the Coininander of the Forces has already ordered Capt. Canning, on the stuff of 
his hlxcrllcncy, to join his regiment, which Col. Fermor will see carried into effect. 

2sl ; With respect to Col. Fuller’s desire, tliat private , <»f the Cold- 

Htreain, should he pennilted to commute his punishment for service for life, 1 am 
to observe, that from late orders received, the CUnnmander of the Forces cannot 
consent to this arrangement, and — — must receive the punishment awarded 
to him by the regimental C'ourt Martial. 

3d ; 'I'lie list of disabled men, submitted by Major Gen. Campbell, must be 
referred by the surgeons of the Guards to the Inspector Gen. of hospitals, and 
these men must be assembled at Lisbon, and a board will be ordered to report on 
their cases, when tht*y will be scut to England according to the recommendation 
of the board. 

4th ; The request of the Guards to receive back their blankets is referred to the 
Comniissury Gen., to know where the same may now bo, and how fur it is possible 
to get at them in order that they may he issued again. 

3th; The route has been sent by the Q. M. G. to Major Gen. Baron Lo\i, for 
the officers and non-commissioned officers of the 7th line battalion to proceed to 
Lisbon, and there will be no objection to the request of the 2 Captains neing par- 
ticularly complied with. 

7%e A.G. to Col. Beckwith, 95th regU 3d July, 1811. 

The D. A. G. having submitted to me several communications relative to a 
mule belonging to Mr. Sparkes, which has been found in the possession of Capt. 

; having taken the Commander of the Forces’ pleasure on the subject, I am 

directed to acquaint you, that the rule of the army and the law of every well 
regulated state is, that when a person finds his undisputed property he has a 
right to it. The operation of this rule would certainly have been vitiated by the 
chance of the property having fallen into the hands of the enemy, or having been 
lost by the carelessness of the owner, or by any of the accidents to which pro- 
perty of all descriptions is liable during a military -operation ; but it does not 
appear that Mr. Sparkes was deprived of his mule by any of these circumstances, 

but that it was stolen from him, and is now in the possession of Capt. . It is 

his Excellency's opinion, therefore, that Mr. Sparkes should have his mule imme- 
diately returned to him, and you will be pleased to give this order accordingly. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. ^ Quinta de S. Jolo, 4th July, 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving ytftir letter of the 2d inst. 

I am convinced of the expediency of adopting some measures to 
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sdmulate and support the efTurts of the inhabitants of Portuguese Estre- 
madura to restore the agriculture of their province ; but the circum- 
stances which 1 am about to state will show you that it is of paramount 
importance not to deliver any money from the military chest to be 
employed in that manner. 

The pay of the British troops is now nearly 2 months in arrears, 
instead of being paid one month in advance, according to His Majesty’s 
regulations. The muleteers, upon whose services the array depend 
almost as much as upon thr>8e of the soldiers, are 6 months in arrears. 

There are bills to a large amount, drawn by the Commissaries in the 
country on the Commissary at Lisbon, still remaining unpaid, by which 
delay the credit of the British army and government must be impaired ; 
and you are aware of the pressing demands of the Portuguese government 
for specie. There is but little money in hand to be a])plied to those 
several services. There is no prospect that any will he sent from Eng- 
land ; and the supplies derived from the negotiation of bills upon the 
Treasury at Cadiz and Lisbon have been gradually decreasing. 

Under these circumstances, it is my duty to object to tlie applicatiem 
of any sum of money which can he brought into tlie military chest to any 
purpose excepting to defray our expenses, which would otherwise fall 
upon the chest. 

Admitting, as I do, the expediency of adopting measures to revive the 
agriculture of Estremsdura, I have reasoTi to believe that matters are not 
in so bad a state in that province, generally, as they are represented to be 
in the papers which you enclose in your letter of the 2d ; and I cannot 
admit that, if they were, it would be expedient to encourage an c'-'pecta- 
tion that they would be restored, or wise v* erdeavor to restore them at 
once to the situation in which they were piv\ lous to the recent invasion. 

Time must elapse before the agricultural classes will have in their pos- 
session the carriages and other means by which they could render their 
laboring cattle useful to them, if the cattle could be restored to them ; 
and time also must elapse before the land will produce suflficient food to 
support all the laboring cattle which they could use. It would be pru- 
dent, therefore, not to distribute in those districts at once too large a pro- 
portion of laboring cattle, if the distribution is to be made by degrees ; 
and in the progress of time I sec no reason why we should not look to a 
supply from Ireland and other countries from whence they might be 
brought, in which the purchase of them would not be a burthen upon the 
military chest of this army. 

1 don’t foresee any inconvenience from your countermanding the execu- 
tion of that part of the commission for the purchase of flour in America 
which may remain unexecuted when your order shall reach America. 

To the Rev. J. Owen, Chaplain General. Quinta de S. Jdto, 4th July, 1811. 

I enclose letters which Mr. Briscall has put into my hands from Mr. 
Downes and Mr. Hill, two of the Chaplains attached to this army. I have 
accepted Mr. Downes’ resignation, and have given leave to Mr. Hill to go 
to England : the latter gentleman never quitted Lisbon. 

1 have already, upon a former occasion, made Gen. Calvert acquainted 
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with my opinion respecting the establishment on which the army Chap- 
lains are placed, in a letter which T believe you saw ; and I now assure 
you, that the opinions which that letter contains have been confirmed by 
the experience which 1 have since had. The remuneration in the shape 
of half pay is not sufficient to induce respectable persons in a good state 
of liealtli, wIjo have any other prospect in the profession, to accept the 
situation of Chaplains to the army ; and adverting to the general expense 
of the establishment, compared with that of the old regimental 
establishment, of which, after niany years, it is intended to be an 
efficient substitute, I cannot see why tlie remuneration, particularly in 
the sliape of half pay, should not be made more liberal. My decided 
o])inion is, that until that is done the government will not ensure a 
religious establishment for the army on for**ign service ; and it is obvious 
that all that could be done in that way would not amount to one third 
part of the expense of the old regimental ebtalili&hment. 

To tlie HikH Shcrifl of the County of Limerick Quinta de S. Jo3o, 4tl) July, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 17th May, in 
which you have enclosed tlie unanimous resolutions of a meeting of the 
county of Limerick, assembled under your auspices on tlu Ifith May. I 
am much flatten'd by the notice which tlie county of Limerick have been 
pleased to take of my endeavors to scrvi' IJis Majesty, and by the 
approbation which tliey have expressed of the conduct of the officers and 
troops which have hocn placed under my command ; and I hojic, by the 
support and assistance of the General and other officers, and the discipline 
of the' troops, to continue to enjoy the valuable approbation of the gentb*- 
men of the county of Limerick. 

To II U. II. tlu Duke of Kent. Quinta lic S .luSo, 4lh .July, 181 1. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your Royal Highness’ letter of the 
9th June, and, in obedience to your Royal Highness’ commands, I have 
placed Lieut. St. Martin, of your Rojal Highness’ regiment, ai the 
disposal of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, to be appointed a Cajitain in the 
Portuguese service. 

To A ICC Adin the Hon. Ci Berkeley. Quinta de S. Join, 4tli July, 1811. 

I have had the lionor of receiving your letter of the 30th June ; and I 
have desired the Commissary Gen. to give directions that the stores may 
be placed in the store houses in such manner that the houses may be 
made to contain the largest quantity they arc capable of containing. 

The large quantities of provisions now at Lisbon are to be attributed to 
the removal of the magazines from the Douro and theMondego to the Tagus, 
in consequence of the change of the seat of operations of the army. These 
magazines had, immediately previous to their removal, been very much 
increased by the arrival at Oporto and Figueira of several ships from 
England laden with provisions, which had been sent to those places by 
order from the Sec. of State. The quantity of provisions now at Lisbon 
has also been increased very much lately by the arrival of flour pur- 
cha^ied in America for the Portugutse government, and of provisions 
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from England likewise for the Portuguese government, to be delivered 
as subsidy in lieu of money payments, which provisions they have not yet 
taken from His Majesty's minister. 

These circuin‘5tancc8 have occasioned tlie inconvenience of which you 
complain, wbicli, however, 1 hope will be only temporary, us I hu\e re- 
quested that no more })r()\ isions may at present be sent from England, 
and the consumption of the army occasions a cotistant draw uj>on the 
magazines. I am apprehensive that it would not be possible to store our 
magazines of provisions along the Tagus, witluuit incurring n very large and 
useless expense, and putting luirselves event«inlly to great inconvenience. 

To tlte Sail of Liverpool. (^tuinta de S. .Lao, 4(h Jul\ . ISI 1. 

Since! wrote on the 2Tth .Tune the one my have withdrawn the great 
force viliich tliey liad in the noighbouihood of Bada]oz. J^ieuL. (Icn. Sir 
S. C’otlon reconnaitred with a part of the cavalry along the Cievora and 
the (luadiana, as far as ivlontijo, on the ‘2d nisi., and found no troops e.\- 
ct'jding a small hody of infantry and cavalry at Montijo, and, near Bmlajoz, 
the (avalry belonging to llie garrison. 

By all accounth, the ‘ Ai'iim dt PitrtugaV are on the right of tlie Guadi- 
ana, between Montanehes and Merida, keeping a small ]>art at Montijo ; and 
the army of the south on th< left ol that river, extending their left towards 
Zafra. It ib reported tlait one di\ibu)ii of infantry has heiMi detached from 
the latter tow^ards Sesille. The enemy have withdrawn from Badnjoz 
their train of artillery with which the place was taken, and hav*' sent it 
to the southward. 

A part of On. Bonet's troops, whose evacuation of the Asturias has 
been con firmed, liave gone to Leon : and 1 have a rejiorl from Gen. Sil- 
vt‘ira <jf Uie ‘-5th June, slating that the eiu « ^ nad, on the 19th, evacuated 
Aslorga. 

By accounts from Vallathdid, it appears that Marshal Bessicres had 
quitted that ]>l.ice on the 12th with all the troops lie could collect, and 
went to Rio Seco, from whence he moved on the 15th towards Benavente. 
A party of guerrillas were consequently in sight of Valladolid on tlie Ibtli ; 
and it ib reported that they attacked that place on the Kith. 7'his de- 
8crij)tion of force apjiears to be increasing in numbers, activity, and bold- 
ness, in all the norlhein partb uf Spain. 

J have no authentic accounts of Gen. Blake’s inovements since tlie 27th 
June, on which day his head quarters were at Alosno, in the Gondado de 
Nichla, and his advanced guard, under Gen. Ballesteros, at El Cerro. 

To the Kail of Livcrjuiol. Quinta de S. Jollo, 4lh July, IRII. 

I have the honor to transmit a duplicate of a memoiandum of field 
equipment required for the use of this army, tlie original of which 1 for- 
warded to your Lordship on the 1st A])rii last; and 1 shall be much obliged 
to you if you will direct that tbese things may be sent to Portugal without 
loss of time. 

To die Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. Joao, 4th July, 1811. 

I send to England by Mr. Sydenham, who leaves this to morrow, the 
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eagle of the 39th regt., which was thrown into the river Ceira, near Foz 
d*Arouce, on the night of the 15th March last, when the 6th corps of 
the army of Portugal, which formed the rear guard of the army posted on 
the other side of the river, were driven across that river by the 3d and 
Light divisions of the British army, under the command of Major Gen. 
Picton and Major Gen. Sir W. Erskine. 

To the Earl of Liverjiool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 4th July, 181 1. 

In addition to the intelligence contained in my dispatch, 1 have reports 
from Badajoz and from Marmont’s head quarters at Merida, stating that 
the Spaniards had entered Seville on the 28th. If this should be true, and 
Blake has, as I advised him, destroyed every thing there, it will make a 
most important alteration in the state of affairs. 

Ist; It will show that the Spaniards can do something, and we may 
venture to depend a little upon operations combined with them. 

2dly ; It will lead to raising the siege of Cadiz more effectually than 
any other operation that could be undertaken. 

The operations of that siege depend entirely upon the supplies received 
from the foundry and arsenal at Seville, which tlie Spaniards contrived to 
abandon in a complete state of equipment ; and, if the stores at Seville 
sliould be lost, tlie siege may as well, and will, be given up, as it is hope- 
less to endeavor to collect again what would be necessary to carry it on. 
If, however, the siege of Cadiz should be given up, we in this country 
shall have upon us, in addition to what we have already, the small portions 
of the army still remaining in Andalusia ; and I doubt whether the assist- 
ance which we might expect to receive from the Spaniards, in consequence 
of their being relieved from that weight, will compensate for the additional 
pressure upon us. 

The great army in our front must, and will probably soon, separate, 
having effected nothing excepting the relief of Badajoz ; for which object 
tliey have weakened themselves every where ; have lost Astorga ard the 
A sturias ; and the greater number of them would have been destroyed, 
if all the Spaniards were like the lower orders. However, we must Irnve 
))atience, and we may yet be able to root them out of this country. 

I enclose you some copies of Joseph’s interesting letter, certified by 
Bardaxi.* 


The A.G, to Major Gen. Baron Low, K.Q.L. 4th July, 1811. 

I have the honor to inform you that the Commander of the Forces, taking the 

general good character of quarter master and all the circumstances of his 

case into consideration, has been pleased to release him from his arrest, and 
to direct tliat he may return to his duty. 

The A.G. to Major Gen. Howard, *id diviwm. 4th July, 1811. 

In reply to your letter enclosing, 1st, an application for Capt. , 71st light 

infantry, to serve in the Portuguese army, I am to acquaint you, that as there 
are not a sufficient number of effective Captains in the regiment, it cannot be per- 

T* I •’ be pleased to acquaint Capt , of the same corps, 

• Excellency will not enter into any explanation of the circumstances which 
induced him to recommend officers for promotion. He is much coiicetiied not tu 
• See Appendix, Vol. No. XXXVlll. 
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have it in his power to recommend Capt. — ; and the Comniiuider of Uic Forces 
must further observe, that the action at Fuentes de Ofioro aflbrded only a small 
part of the grounds for recommending any body. 


Tht A.G, to Mr, Egerlon, fVktiehaU, London. 4th July, 1811. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter stating your having sent the 
copies of the G. O. to Mr. Penn, in Downing Street. On m> receiving books, 
1 will enclose you a draft on Messrs. Greenwood and Cox fur the amount of your 
bill, which 1 shall charge in iny contingent account. 

1 wish you to forward to me the * Army List ’ of the last yeai, and the latest 
edition of the * General Regulations of the Army,' with several copies of the 
‘ Articles of War. ’ these to be sent to Mr. Penn, at the War Department Office, 
in Downing Street, who will forward them to me. I shall also be glad to have 
the ‘ Mont illy Army List ’ sent in future os boon as it may be published. 

P.S. 1 wish to have a book of the ‘Cavali^ as well as the * Infantry licgula- 
tioiis,' and two Ordeily Books, large 8vo. size, bound in Russia leather. 


To Marshal Sir W. C Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. Join, 6th July, 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the hth. 

The enemy appear to have drawn off entirely from this neighbourhood ; 
and the right of the ‘ Arnm‘ de PortugaV is at Montanches, the left and 
head quarters at Merida ; the right of the army of the south at Lobon, and 
the left at Zafra. I believe they have sent one division into Andalusia. 

Blake crossed the Guadiaiia on the 22d or 23d. He failed in an attack 
upon Nicbla, where the French bad only 300 men, on the 30th at night ; 
and he is, 1 believe, going to embark at Huelva. 

1 keep our troops still in their camps, meaning, if Soult leaves Marmont 
alone, to endeavor to give Marmont a blow. However, 1 doubt that Soult 
will leave that in my power. 

''Phe French have taken a great deal of cai non out of Badajoz. Tliey 
have blown up Oliven^a. 

1 have sent to Hamilton about Mr. C. Monk. 


To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. JoTo, 5th July, 1811. 

I have spoken to Mr. Kennedy respecting the store houses. The house 
you mention would not answer for us, as the communication with it by 
land is very awkward and inconvenient. 1 hope, however, that, by the 
improvements in the mode of stowing the store houses, we shall have no 
want of store room at Lisbon and the neighbourhood. 

1 hope that wc shall have a sufficiency of bridge at Villa \elha. I don’t 
understand what the Portuguese government want with pontoon boats. 
We shall have plenty of pontoons for as many bridges as we can require 
any where ; but, as we have already so much bridge there, I don’t propose 
to remove there any of our pontoons ; indeed the Tagus will be very soon 
fordable almost every where. 

I congratulate you upon your son’s promotion. I have not yet heard of 
March this morning, but will add a line if I should receive any intelligence 
of him before the post shall go out. 

I have omitted to tell you that I have written to my brother regarding 
the money, and have requested that it may he sent only in the ships which 
you send for it periodically. 
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Au G€ii6ral Dumounes. Quinta dc S. Jo2u, ce 5 Juillet, 1811. 

J’ai eu Phonneur de recovoir votre lettre du 6 Juin ; et je suis bien 
aise d’avoir Pavantage de votre opinion sur lea affaires de ce pays-ci. 

11 y a prpsque trois ana ^ present que je conduis les operations de la 
guerre la plus extraordinaire qu’il y eut jamais. Quoique les allies soient 
chez eux, et que tout le monde (en Portugal sans exception quelconquc, et 
presque sans exception en Espagne) soit ennemi des Fran<jais, les allies 
ont rarcinent eu plus que la moitid de la force de Pennemi, et jamais, 
m^me a present, plus que les deux tiers. A ce desavantage il faut ajouter 
que nous somnies allies ; que nous n’avons pas de t^te ; qu’il n’y a ni 
generaux, ni officiers detat-major, ni troupes dibciplinecs, et point de 
cavalerie parmi les Espagnols: que ces deux gouvernemens ont com- 
mence la guerre sans inagasins ou ressource militaire d’aucune especc, et 
sans argent ou ressource de finance ; et que ceux qui ont ete a la tt*te des 
affaires sunt des individus aussi foibles que les ressources a leur disposition 
Bont pauvres ; et vous serez ^tonne que nous puissions continuer la lutte 
m^mc avec esperance dc succes definitif. 

Je crois que ni Buonaj)artc ni Ic monde n’a compte sur les difficultes 
desubjuguer lalVninsulc, titant oppose parune bonne armee en Portugal. 
II a fait des efforts gigantesciues, dignes de sa reputation, et des forces 
dont il a la disposition ; mais il n’en a pas fait asscz encore ; et je crois 
que I’ancicn diviiim de Henri IV., que ‘quand on fait la guerre en 
Espagne avec peu de monde on est battu, et avec beaucoup de monde on 
meurt de faim,’ bc trouvera vtJrifuJ de nos jours ; et que Buonaparte ne 
pourra jamais nourrir, m^ine de la maniere Fran<;aise moderne, une armee 
assez grande pour faire la ooiiqu^te des Iloyaumes dc la Peninsule, si les 
allies ont seuleinenl une arintc asscz forte pour arreter scs progres. 

Pour ce (jui e^st d’au jourd’liui, les Frani'ais ont reuni en Estremadure 
toiites les forces qu’iU avaient en Andaloubie, et dans La Vieille et La 
Nouvelle Castille, jiour m’obliger a lever le siege de Badajoz ; a quoi ils 
ont neceSvsaireinent rt!us&i, J’ai rasscmble mon monde k deux licues «Ie la 
dans une asscz bonne position pres de Camp>o Maior ; et ils n’ont pas voulu 
me toucher: et j’ai prie le General Blake avec les Espagnols, 10,000 a 
12,000, de repasser la Guadiana a Mcrtola et de se porter sur Seville, ou 
soiit I’arsenal, la fonderie, les inagasins, et tout ce qui leur est necessaire 
pour le siege de Cadiz, qu’apn s ce coup ils auraient f}tt} obligtSs dc lever. 
Il passa la Guadiana le 22 Juin, le jour mfjme que Soult et Marraont 
m’ont reconnu a Campo Maior. Mais il n’a rien fait jusqu’au 30 au soir, 
quand il a essaye de s’emparer de Niebla, qui n’est rien comme place 
forte, et oii il n’y avait quo 300 hommes de gamison ; mais le coup a 
manque. En m^^'me temps les Fran^ais se sont retires d’ici. Ils ont 
envoye une division d’infanterie et quelque cavalerie en Andalousic; et 
je crois que Blake va s’embArquer pour retoumer k Cadiz. 

On croirait que quand toute la force disponible de I’ennemi est ras- 
semblt^e en Estremadure, on couperait la gorge aux Franqais eparpilles dans 
les autres parties de I’Espagne ; et que tout le monde eftant ennemi des 
Fran<^is Tcomme je le crois vraiment), il y aurait insurrection generale. 
Pas du tout! voilA Pextraordinaire de cette guerre! Voici la troisieme 
fois, en moins de deux ans, que toute Ik force Fran^aise disponible s’est 
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rtfunic sur moi ; mais persoiinc n’y gagnc exccpte los guerrillas, qui pour 
un moment prennent possession du pays ouvert de la Castille; les adminis- 
trateurs Franejais tenant toujours les grandes villes. Cette fuis-ci cependant 
ils ont ete obligt^s d’abandonner quelques points importnns, com me les 
Asturicb et Astorga; ct les guerrillas, ayaiit plus de force et d’cxpt^rience, 
lour out porte quebjues coups qui doivent Icur fairc du mal. 

Par ce })etit exj»ose des faits vous verrez quelle est Pespece de guerre 
quo nous faisons. II faut de la j)alience, de la grande patience, pour la 
faire; mais j’attends tout du temps, qui donnera rexperience, des 
Generaux, et des arnieos, a incs amis les K'5j>iignols ; et il n’esl pas (lossihle 
qiie r Europe puisse se souinettrc bien plus long-temps a la tyrannic 
dt^goutanle dont elle eat opprimee. 

A moins que Soult et Mannont lie se stpaient de maniere que je puisse 
porter un coup a Tun ou a Pautic, je ne eroi'^ pas qu’il y ait a esperer 
(|uo les Franejais se porteront sur TEbre; et si Hlake s’cMubarque, il n’y 
a ])as de raison pour qu’ils se separcnl, a inoina (pic Soult ne veuille 
tilcber de s’emparcr de C'artliagi ne, si (juoi il vise, on veuille poiisser 
vigoureuaement le siege de f 'sidi/. 

Je suia bien aise d’avoir pu faire ce qui vous tlsiit agreable sur le sujet 
du Comte de St. Martin ; quo j'di mis au ber\ice Portiigais, conservant lou 
jours aa comtuisbion Angldis<* 

To the Rl Hon II. Wcllesh'v. Quint.i do S. JoSo, 5lli Julv, 1811. 

1 n'oeived last night your lettei of the 2()th June, and 1 now enclose 
iny last dispatches to the See of State. 

Castanos, in one of Ins letters to the Spanish go\ernment, says that the 
armies of the enemy have separated, and so I believed on tlie 2d; nut 1 
liave since learned to a certainty that they u till united, hut, being at a 
greater dibtance from us, tliey arc more extended than they were. We 
had a report that l^allesleros hud entered Seville on the 28th ; but we hear 
this morning tliat there is a courier from Blake of tlie 2d, who does not 
inentioTi the eireumstance. 

Col. Aubtin had all the means prepared for Gen. Blake to cioss the 
(fuadiaim, and his infantry crossed on the 23d, and liis cavalry on the 
24 til, at Mertola. Aubiin tells me tliat he believes tlic ships sent to the 
inoulh o£ the GuaJiana are to carry Blake off, which I think not unlikely. 
I don’t think the French liave yet bent more than one division back into 
Andalusia, and not much cavalry. 

Now that Leval is returning, I hope tliat the correspondent will give 
better intelligenee. The dispo&itioii of the Spaniards to exaggerate their 
little successes, and to dimiiiEh those of the enemy, and the reports of 
their numbers, is evident in tlie last papers whieli you have sent me. 
Soult’s advanced guard ‘ destroyed near Los Santos,* was a little affair 
between 30 of our hussars and 70 French dragoons, in which the former 
had the advantage and took some prisoners. 

I don’t think that the Briiisli government have set to work in the 
business of the mediation in the manner in which they ought, in order 
to bring it to a successful termination ; and it appears to me that it will 
never answer any purpose. 
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P.S. Will you mention to Gen. Graham, or, if he should be gone, to 
Gen. Disney, that I have requested Adm. Berkeley to send vessels to Cadiz 
for the 95th and the dismounted hussars. 

The Admiral has desired me to request that, as he sends a vessel periodi- 
cally to Cadiz, to bring the money which is procured there for the Com- 
missary General’s bills, you will be so kind as to send the money always 
in the ship sent by him, and retain the money till this ship sliall arrive. I 
shall be obliged to you if you will give these directions to Mr. Duff. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta do S. JoSo, 5th Julj, 1811. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday I find that there is no truth in the report 
that Blake had got into Seville. He made an attempt to obtain possession 
of Nicbla on the night of the 30th, in which place the enemy had a gar- 
rison of 300 men, and he failed ; and I understand that he was about to 
embark at Huelva for Cadiz, and was going upon some other expedition, 
the object of which I don’t know ; nor indeed does it appear that my 
brother, from whom 1 have heard to the 26th June, had any knowledge 
that Blake was about to embark. 1 have not heard from Gen. Blake 
myself, but 1 have this intelligence from Castanos. There is an end, 
therefore, to any expectations from this expedition. 

It is reported that the French have retired from Benavente towards 
Valladolid. However, I have not tliis report from any of my people on 
whom I can rely. 

The A,G, to Major Gen, R, Crat^rd, 5th July, 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces has been pleased to grant Major — — , of the 
— regt., 2 months leave of absence to England, which you will be pleased to 
notify to that officer, as the same will not appear in G. O. 

The A,G, to Coi, Darrochf A,A,G.^ Lidion, 5tb July, 1811. 

Herewith I transmit you a letter and 24 Lmiis d'tyr^ which you will be pleased 
to deliver to CH])t. Begurne, 47th regt., prisoner of war, and transmit me liis 
receipt. You will be pleased at the same time to make known to him that liis 
portmanteaus could not be removed from the house of the curate at Lumbrales, 
and that the distance of the army now prevents my taking measures ffir their 
removal. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de S. JoSo, 6th July, 181 1. 

I don’t recollect whether I sent you a copy of the enclosed letter to Mr. 
Stuart at the time I wrote it ; but I shall be very much obliged to you if 
you will attend to its contents, and refer to me all applications which may 
be made by officers or others for goods to be landed duty free. 

To Major Gen. Picton. Quinta de S. Join, 7th July, 1811. 

I omitted to mention to Pakenham that, in making arrangements for 
drafting the 2d batt. 68th regt. into the Ist, it would be expedient to leave 
in the 2d batt. the boys, whose numbers 1 don’t recollect, who were left 
at Lisbon when the battalion marched, as being unfit, from weakness, to 
take the field. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. v Quinta de S. JoSo, 7th July, 181 1. 

1 received last night a letter from Austin, enclosing one from Blak^ 
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which shows that it is the intention of that General to embark his troops 
forthwith, having failed in an attempt to obtain possession of Niebla, and 
having heard of the return of some of Soult s troops to Seville : he docs 
not say how many ; hut Austin says that he has heard of two columns of 
14,000 men. I have heard from this side of only one division and a few 
cavalry. The removal of cannon from Badajoz has continued ; but yester- 
day I received a report that troops and cannon were returning Uiis day. It 
was rather loose, to be sure ; but 1 had it from two different quarters. 

I conclude that you have desired Barellnr to have Almeida examined, 
to see whether any thing can be done to render it a post tenable against a 
coup de main. The destruction of this place comes upoi\ us in every 
way. 

I have no account from Salamanca, and theiefore nothing tliat I can rely 
upon in respect to the enemy’s movements in Castillc and Ijeon. The last 
report was that Bessiferes was retiring from Benavente upon Valladolid. 
If this be true, he has been obliged to reinforce that town and the northern 
parts of Castille, in consequence of the increased activity of the gueriillas 
in that quarter; hut, if he assembles his force upon Valladolid, he will 
soon get tlie better of the guerrillas, and we must eventually look to 1 is 
threatening the frontier, either of Upper Beira or Tras os Montes; and, 
although there may be Hiilitia in those provinces in sufficient numbers to 
defend tliem in the absence of the army, no reliance can be pieced on 
their efforts ; nor indeed can they be counted as troops at all, till the regi- 
ments shall be embodied, each in its own district. 

Then comes the question of findnee, upon which 1 must say, that, from 
all I hear, wc are as badly off as ever; for I under«5tand that, notwithstand- 
ing what Mr. Stuart states of the increased »•» < cipts, the officers of the 
army have not been paid for 4 and 5 months. But supposing the money 
has been collected, and is in the Treasury, like other articles necessary for 
the army on the frontier, it has not legs, and cannot travel without means 
of transport, and arrangements made to apply them ; and, if it be true that 
the revenue has risen, the continuance of all the evils of poverty must be 
atti ibuted to the inefficiency of the civil departments of the army. How- 
ever, we must watch very narrowly that force of Bessieres, and take care 
to call out the militia of Beira, and Tras os Montes, and thcMinho, in time. 
In the mean time, some intelligent Staff officer should turn his mind to the 
means of collecting these regiments in the shortest possible space of time. 

I have sent to Mr. Stuart my opinion on the proposed regulations for 
the commissariat, and have stated generally tlie principles on which the 
establishment should be founded, and the objects of the regulations for its 
guidance. This being done, it will be easy to draw up the regulations, 
which ought to be few and simple, and applicable to general circumstances. 
It is very obvious that the various duties, at different times, of the several 
officers of the commissariat must be the subject of particular directions 
from the Commissary Gen., and cannot be that of general regulations, 
wliich can apply only to general circumstances. On this ground, I con- 
ceive that nearly the whole of the compilation which I read is useless, 
and, a great deal, much worse. 

1 find that we are drawing like cart horses upon Elvas for provisions for 
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Hamilton’s division, &c. However, I have called for a return of the stores 
there, and I will take care that they shall not get too low. 

Let me understand wliat you wish in respect to the disposition of the 
Portuguese cavalry ; what part of it is to belong to the garrison of Elvas, 
and what brigade to be stationed near Elvas, with the particular object of 
supporting the cavalry of the garrison, of keeping up the communication 
between Elvas and Campo Maior, and preventing the enemy’s cavalry at 
and near Badajoz from annoying the garrison and its communications. 

P.S. I have spoken to Fletclier to send to Almeida a British engineer, 
to report on the damages ; but you may os well send them a Portuguese. 

72e ^,G. to Major Gen, Uou»toun^ 7th division, 7th July, 1811. 

Your letter and enclosures, from Major Gen Sontag and Lieut. Col. Eustace, 
have been laid before the Coininaiider of the Forces, and I am directed to desire 
you will refer Col. I'Aistace to the conversation the Commander of the Forces had 
with him, and the verbal directions his Excellency gave him at Villar Foriiioso. 

The Commander of the Forces has suffered so much inconvenience from tlie 
continual desertion of the Chasseurs Britatiniques, that he will not suffer another 
man of the corns to approach the army, neither is it convenient that the men now 
at Cadiz should be brought from thence. His Excellency therefore directs that 
the men now in Portugal may be formed into 10 companies, of which the de- 
tachments now at Fort S. Julian may be considered as 2 integial companies, or 
as detachments from the 10 companies in Portugal. 'I'he men now at Cadiz may 
be formed into, and considered as ibe 11th and 12tli companies of the regiment, 
with supenuimeraries ; and tlie officers and non-commissioned officers of those 
companies must be sent to Cadiz to join them. The aecouiits of the men must 
be settled forthwith, aii<l yon will be jdeused to order Col. Eiislaee to report to 
Gen. Sontag, once a week, what progress has been made in the bcttlement. 

To Mdrsh.i] Sir W. C. lleresford, K.H. Quiiitd de S. Jouo, Sth July, 1811, 

1 don’t hesitate a moment in answering your letter of the Gth, which I 
liavc just received. In arranging the departments of the Portuguese army, 

G. O. Qiiiulu lUiH Ratihos, sill July Iflil. 

7. The Commimder of the Forces refers the Geneial officeis of the army and the Coni- 
mondiiig officers of regiments to the orders of the 17th June, 1809, No. 5, and to those 
of the 11th Aug. 1810, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, regarding the culling and cairying away the 
forage. 

8. That which the country |)roduces must lie realised for the use of the army, but it must 
be done without waste and with regularity, and the owneis of what is taken must be paid 
for their property. 

9. Although the customs of the service do not allow of servants or hftt men from the 
ranks for the officers of the Medical Staff, yet the Commander of the Forces, adverting to 
former regulations in this country, and to the practice as well in the Mediterranean as in 
other parts where His Majesty s forces are employed, directs that an allowance of one dollar 
a week shall lie made for servants in the proportion, and to the officers of the Medical Stall' 


stated underneath, viz. 

In<i{iector of Hosjiitals • • . 2 Surgeon 1 

Deputy Inspector of Uospitals . 1 Apothecary 1 


Puiv^or 1 Deputy Purveyor .... 1 

Physician I 

10. Those Hospital mates, for whom the Inspector of Hospitals shall certify that a servant 
is necessary to enable them to perform their duty, are likewise to have an allowance fjr one 
-servant each. 

1 1. Tlie allowance is to lie drawn only by those officers who have actually in tlieir setvii c 
a native of tlie Peninsula for their servant. 

12. The officers of the Me<lical Staff, who, under this order, ue p^itted to draw an 

allowance for a servant, are likewise permitted to draw a ration of provisions for him under 
tlie same conditions. • 

13. I'he officers of the Medical Staff are referred to the G. O. of the 29th Nov. 1809, 
for tlie mode of making the demand for payment for their servants. 
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I must take care not to engage to perform that whicli is impossible, and 
thus take upon mo responsibility fur what docs not belong to me. 1 can’t 
engage to pay £600,000 or jL‘ 700,000 a year in cash to the Portuguese 
govern tnent, besides feeding their army : they shall Imve from time to tftne 
as niueh money as I can give them. I can’t allow Mr. Kennedy to under- 
take either to supply llie forts of Abrantes and Klvas, or to feed any more 
Portuguese troops than he feeds at present, unless those Portuguese troops 
should be infantry, and actually serving in a British division. 

1 shall he much concerned if niy unwillingness to pledge myself, or tlie 
Britisli departments, to jxn-lbrm tliat for whieli 1 can have not only no 
certainly, but upon whicli I ran have no grounds of eiilriilation, should 
delay your arrangements; hut I will ni)t involve myself in eoneerns in 
which 1 have nothing to do ; and 1 know well, that if llie Portuguese mi- 
nislers choose to work, and lo make others work, the arrangement can be 
made witliout calling upon mo for sucli a }>iedge. 

To Major (Ion. Peacockc. Quinta do S. Jiuo, 8th July, IRl 1. 

1 enclose a letter, &c., which I have received from Mr. Stuart; and 1 
request you to see the gentleman mentioned by liim, and inquire who he is, 
whether he has any recommendation for me, or any other ofEcer, and what 
his business is in Portugal. 

To His ExcoHcrioy C. Stiuit. Quinta do S. JuSo, Rtli .Tuly, 181 1. 

The system jiroposcd for arranging the Portugiuse departments just 
goes to throw all the work, all the expense, and all the responsibility, 
upon the British commissariat and me ; and to relieve tlie l^irtuguese 
government from it entirely. To this I ol e i and I cannot concur in 
any part of the arrangement jiruposed. 

I shall feed tlie troops we now feed, Imt no more, unless it hliould be 
Portuguese infantry serving in British divisions. I will liave nothing to 
say to Elvas and Abrantes, or to any concern jointly with tlie Portuguese 
government ; and I will not, because 1 cannot, pledge myself that any 
particular sum shall be paid in each month to the Portuguese chest. 1 
con only say, that Uie sum shall be as large as 1 can make it. 

'fke A.G. io Lieut, Col. £%, A,A.G. 8lh July, IRll. 

Ill reference to your letter and enclosures from Major Pelly, of the IGtb light 
dragoons, 1 am to acquaint you that the same have been referred to the Military 
Secretary as a matter of money, and his Lordship has received directions to order 
the Commissary Gen. to pay for the bullocks in question their full value, to be 
shared by the party who captured the same. 

The A.G. to iMut. Col. Ettey, A.A.G. 8th July, 181 1. 

I have laid before the Commander of the Forces Col. Arentschildt's letter rela. 
tive to the officers of the 1st hussars, K. G. L., being permitted to take lierses out 
of the remount as chargers, refunding government tlic usual allowance ; oiid 1 am 
to acquaint you, for the information of Lieut. Gen, Sir S. Cotton, that under the 
particular circumstances of the regiment, the Commander of the Foices will not 
object to the same. But it must be clearly understood that the officers of the Ist 
hussars are not to sell these horses out of the regiment at nil, or to an officer of 
the regiment, without the permission of the Commanding officer. 
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Tht A,0, to Capt, Goodman, Dtp, Judgt Adooeatt, 8th July, 1811. 

I herewith enclose the charges against quarter master and Assist. Sur- 

geon — vrhicli are approved and signed. You will be pleased to summon Com- 
missary , if his evidence is necessary on the former trial. 

Your letter is gone to Major Gordon ; and as 1 expect an answer from Col. 
Iloss of the l>2d to-niorrow, with more information as to tlie officer who com- 
manded at the outposts when the flag of truce came in with the French officer 
who mentioned Lieut. Burke's desertion, 1 shall, perhaps, be able to send you 
more evidence. You will consider if Col. Pakenhain s attendance, with any me- 
inoranduin or information he has, as D.A.G., is necessary. 

I am likewise to inform you that the Commander of the Forces is in possession 
of a circumstance in some degree in favor of the prisoner ; and it is but justice 
to Lii^ut. Burke to state this to him, in case he should be disposed to summon 
tlie Commander of the Forces, in which case you will enclose me the regular letter. 

I unnex a list from Capt. Colleton, Uoyal SialT corps, about private , by 

which he appears to have no strong evidence against him, and 1 tliink the case not 
worth the cognisance of a General Court Martial. 

To Major Gen Dunlop. Quinta de S. JoSo, 9lh July, 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 6th. The aifairs of the Peninsula 
have always been, and are still, in such a state of uncertainty, that it is 
impossible for me to give any opinion, whether it would be convenient, or 
otherwise, for the General officers of the army to go home ; they must 
decide this matter for themselves ; and if they wish to go, fix the period 
at which they will apply for leave. I must inform you, however, that not 
only the public, but the Commander in Chief, and government, were 
highly displeased that so many General officers were absent from the 
iirmy during the last winter; and that it will be desirable to me, as well 
as to the General officers who may wish for leave in future, that 1 should 
consult the Commaiuler in Chief before I allow of the departure of any 
one, excepting on account of ill healtlu 

I am very much obliged to you fir your kindncs.s to Lord March. 


Tti Miirdml Sir W. C. BorasAml, K.B. Qiiiuta de S J^mu, 9th July, 1811. 

1 enclose the state of tlie provisions in Elvas and La Lippe, the fornif i 
OT) the fltli, and the latter on the 1st inst. : you will see that they drajv 
very handsomely on Elvtis. 


(i. O. QiiinU ‘tot Uanhos. 9th July, 1611. 

«1. The Gimmaiider of the Forces requests that the (jeuerdl ollicers coumiondiiig divi< 
sions will have the troo]is under their eoinmaiid exercised occasionally in divisions as well 
as brigades. He ipfers them to the circular letter and memorandum addressed to General 
officers commanding divisions* fmm the Adj. Gen.'s office at Cartaxo, 28lh Feb. 1611. He 
mjuests, however, that tinleM it should be necessary, the troops should nut be kept out in tlie 
sun After H o'clock in the morning. 

4. The celerity and accuracy of the officers and troops in maiKPuvring are however so 
essential iii all oiierntions, the Commander of the Forces particularly requests that no bat- 
talion in tins army may at any time be dismissed from a fiarade without {lerfurming some 
one or other of the manoeuvres prescrilied by His Majesty's regulations. 

6. The Commander of the Forces particularly requests the General officers commanding 
ili visions to make arrangements fur the preservation of tlie reserves of biscuit in cliarge of 
the several regiments under their comihaud respectively. When the army broke up from 
the Kio Maior in March lost, it was found the soldiers had in general consumed the three 
days' advance of biscuit which luul been given tliem to kee|i. 

L Whenever the tnxips shall halt, this ^vatice ought to lie kept in custody of the quarter 
master of the regiment or of the |iay seijeants of companies, and it should not lie iMued to 
tlie soldiers till the day previous to the nuurch. Thus, excepting immediately previous to a 
march, no soldier should receive mure in any one d|^y than one day's provisions. 

* This circular letter and memoraudum*bavc not yet lieeii found. 
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I cannot understand the difficulties said to exist in keeping the military 
chest supplied with the money said to be wanted for it in every month : 
for instance, the sum required for the expense of the whole army is 
30,000,000 of cruzeuioh per annum^ or 2,500,000 of cruzados per mensem : 
the revenue, according to Mr. Stuart’s letter to me of the 10th June, is 
130 contos in a month, 1,825,000 cruzados. The supplies we already fur- 
nish your troops cost about £40,000 per mensem^ or 350,000 cruzados ; 
and I should suppose that the Portuguese government could well receive 
supplies in kind at Lisbon every month to a similar amount, which would 
be monthly 7(K),000 cruzados. There would remain to be provided for, 
monthly, 1 ,800,000 cruzado^t^ to which it appears that the revenue would 
be more than equal ; but there are some other little items of accounts 
which would increase the payments by us, and of course decrease the pay- 
ments to the military chest ; one of them is the whole expense of the pay 
and food of the 20th regt. at Cadiz. 

After we should liave thus given in provisions to the Portuguese troops, 
or in kind at Lisbon, to the value of £80,000 per mensem^ or, in rouiul 
numbers, £1,000,000 sterling annum, there would remain £1,000,000 
sterling of the subsidy to be made good, of which sum Mr. Stuart thinks 
he can venture to promise to throw into the military cliest every month 
between £50,000 and £00,000, or 500,000 cruzados. lTj)on adverting to 
Mr. Stuart’s statement of the expenditure of the government, I find that 
it amounted to 113 contos, exclusive of arsenals; and to about 100 conUts, 
or 400,000 cruzfulos, in the month, including arsenals, besides military 
expense . if, then, tlic government will put the whole of these receipts 
every month into the military chest, and take from us £1,000,000 in pro- 
visions and kind, and trust to what we can pay moTithly of the suhjidy for 
the expenses of the civil government, the military chest will be am]»l} 
provided for ; and in the course of the year, doubtless, the money payments 
of that part of the subsidy to be received in money will not be much in 
arrear, nor of course the charges of the civil government. 

What I object to in the plan which came to me yesterday was, thiil, 
under pretence of forming a commissariat arrangement, it threw all the 
labor and all the responsibility upon the British army and British CV>m- 
missariat ; while, at the same time, we were to supply, that which is the 
most difficult, the greatest part of the subsidy in money ; and the Por 
tuguese government, who alone can get the money which is necessary to 
carry on their affairs, and who are most interested in carrying them on, 
were not to make every exertion in their power. 1 will make no exertion, 
and come into no arrangement which is not founded upon the positive 
stipulation that all the powers of the government are to be really and 
duly exerted, and all their means fairly applied to carry on the war 
when that is done, they will find me ready to labor in the cause, and to 
make every sacrifice, and do every thing else to forward it. 

1 see that some of the officers have not been paid even gratuity since 
January, others not since February ; some of the troops have been paid 
only to the 31st May : if they had all this money, surely some might have 
been sent to pay the troops. 

VOL. V. 


L 



146 


PORTUGAL. 


‘Tk»A,Q, Ut tht Ommiwtnf General 9th July, 1811. 

I have the honor to inform you that your letter and enclosures of yesterday’s 
date have been laid before the Commander of the Forces ; and 1 am directed to 
acauaiut you that his FiXcellcucy is happy Mr. — has been put under an arrest, 
as he had no authority nor no occasion to strike one of the inhabitants of Peniche. 
It is his Kxcelieney’s pleasure that he remains in arrest till the Commander of the 
Forres cun have tlie matter inquired into. You will be pleased to use your own 
discretion as to tlic expediency of having another Commissary sent to Penichc to 
do the duty there. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Jo3o, lllh July, 1811. 

I send with this my dispatch to government, which I beg you to show 
to Cicns. Graham and Beresford. 

1 enclose a statement showing the periods to which the officers and 
soldiers of the l^ortugucse army have been paid pay and gratuity. 1 am 

(J. O. Quintii (Ids Uauhnii. Kith July. 1811 . 

1. The Commanding uflicerg at tlie several hospital Rtiitions are ri'quesUnl to ]uiy ])arti’ 
riihir attention to the G. O. of the 24tli June. 1R09« regarding tiie march of detaclinients 
rtf cuiivah‘hr‘fiits, tuitl regarding (lie delivery of copies of tliese oidcrs to the oflicers com- 
mand iiig detachmeiitH of eoiivah'sreTits on tlieir march. 

2. The Commaniler of the Forres having received orders to rlraft the 2d batt. ft8th regt. 
into the 1st haft., the following urrangrMiient is to lie inade for that |)iir|H)se. 

3. All tile private men lM>longing to the 2d hatt. 8Kth regt. in Porttigiil and S|)ain arc to 
In* draflHl into tlie Ist hatt., and are to he rlisttihiited into rompiinies in the 1st batt,, with 
(he exreiitiuii of Itoys divined at itresent tmfit foi service in the field. 

4. All men missing from the 2d liatt. aie to cnntiniie on the stiengfh of the 2d luitt. 

f). The triinsf<‘r into he made as hthiii as r'oiuenient, and tin otlieeis commanding eoni- 
panies in the 2d hatt. are to draw ])<iy for their men up to the 21th inst., and are to uccounl 
111 the usual inarmer with the ollireTs cointnaiiding cunqiaiiiea in the Ist i)att. to whose com- 
pafinw their men ^\ili he fnuislr'ired iiiuler tliis onler. 

b. \\ hen tlie traiisiei shall Im‘ completed, the ollicers, noii-coniiiussioned ofKceis, and stall 
of tlie 2d hatt. are to prorrvd to Lishoii pre|Miratory to their emhurkutiori for Kiigiand. 

7. The Commandei of the Fon es U’gs the 2il batt. of the Hbtli regt. will accept hU 
thunks for llirdr ser\ ices since tliey liiive been in the I’eninsuhi ; he lias hud e\ery reason to 
lie sutisfUsl with tlicir good conduct since they have licrn imder his command, and he ho]ies 
soon to have tliem again iti renewed strength. 


(t. (). (^uintn dos niinlins, 11th July, Iftl \. 

1. The ( 'omnmiider of the Forces being desirous of having a daily state of tlie army, 
each regiment will send in every morning to tlie Coumiaiidmg oflicer of the brigade, a 
morning state, in the funii of a wivkly state, without the proof tuhle, and accounting for tlie 
legimeiit oi laittalimi in one line. 

2. The Brigaile Major of each brigade will make up from the regimental morning states 
sent to him, a iiiorniiig state of the brigade, accounting for the strengtli of the brigade in one 
line, to (he Assist. Adj. Gen. with (he division. 

3. The Assist. Adj. Gens, of divisioiui are from the brigade states to send to the Adj. 
(ten. a daily state of the division to which each is attached, made up as follows : the Bri- 
tish (rno])8 in one line ; the Portuguese do. in another; the third line, total of the division. 

1. If theic are troo]is of only one nation in the division, (lie Assist. A<lj. Gens, will make 
lip the inoniing state of the division, accounting for every body in one line. 

5. Tlie Urigiule Majors of Brig. Uai. Pack's and Brig. (ten. Barbacena's brigades, 
which arc not attached to any division, are to send their brigade states direct to the Adj. 
Gen. 

(1. The Assist. Adj. Gens, of divisions, and the Brigade Majors of Gen. Pack's and Gen. 
BarLiacena's brigades, must send their states by mounted oflicers, from the divisions or bri- 
guiles, so as to arrive at the Adj. Gen.'s oflice lusoon as puosihle each flay, the object lieing 
to give the (Tomniaiider of the Forces a knowledge of the daily strength. In case of delay, 
tiie Assist. Adj. Crens. of divisions will lie called on to account for the cause of if. 

7. On tlie liack of each divisional state, the return of the Artillery in one line to In* 
stated. 

S. It must lie clearly imdentoorl, these daily states ore in no degree to interfere with the 
other regular returns of the army, which are to lie made up and sent in as usual. 
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concerned to obeorve that my representations upon this subject have had 
us little effect in procuring for these unfortunate gentlemen what is due to 
them as my representations to tlie government liave upon other subjects. 

To the Earl of LiveqxMtl. Quinta de S. Jofto, 1 1th July, 1611. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dispatch (No. J9) 
relative to the grant of a medal to Col. Sir R. Wilson. 

1 have already had the honor of reporting to tlie Sec. of State my sense 
of the services rendered by Sir R. Wilson while under my command in 
the year 1609; and 1 see no reason why they should not be distinguished 
by the grant of the medal. 

To Uio Eurl of Liverpool. Quiiim cU> S. JuiLu, 1 1th July, IRll. 

The enemy continued in the positions reported in my dispatch of the 
4th inst., till the ’Jth, when they moved n large body of cavalry, and about 
2 battalions of infantry, from Montijo, towards the Gevora ; atul from 
thence upon Villar del Rey, La Roca, and Albur((uerque. The object of 
this movement was apparently to cut off our detachments employed in 
observing the enemy on that side, in which, however, they did not succeed ; 
Major Cocks having retired with all his detachments upon San Vicente, 
still keeping communications open with Arronches and }\)rtalegro. Tlic 
enemy’s troops retired from Albun|ucr<iuc on the 8th, and Major Cocks 
again entered that town with liis parties on the same day. 

The ‘ Armcede PortmjaV arc again in the same positions on the right of 
the Guadiana which they occupied when 1 addressed your JjordbhI]> on the 
4th inst. It appears by a letter of the 1st inst., from Miirshril Marmont 
to the Prince de Neufclidtel, that Sonlt lias returned into An«l *luhia, 
leaving with Marshal Marmont the 5th corjis and the greater part of liis 
cavalry. Marmont appears to entertain the inteiilion of posting his army 
on the Tagus at .Mmaraz, where he has a bridge, and maintain an inter 
mediate post between his army and Badajoz, probalily Truxillo, where I 
understand that the enemy are at work upon tlie ancient castle. 

Excepting from this intercepted letter, I have liad no reason to belicvi* 
that the enemy had sent back so large a body of troojis into Andalusia. 
But it is almost impracticable to procure intelligence of the enemy’s 
movements in this port of the country ; notwitlistanding that I believe 
the inhabitants arc as well disposed towards the Spanish goveniment os 
those of any oilier part of Spain. 

If the battalions of the 9th corps, belonging to the regiments in tlie .5tli 
corps, have made good the losses sustained by the latter in the battle of 
Albuera, 1 should conceive, from the returns 1 liuve, that the 5th corps 
consists of 12,000 effective infantry ; which, added to the army of Por- 
tugal, would leave under the command of Marmont from 36,000 to 40,000 
infantry, and between 5000 and 6000 cavalry, besides artillery. The 
allied army under my command consists of 42,000 effective infantry, and 
4000 cavalry, of which 3000 are British cavalry, and this strength will in 
a short time be considerably increased. 

Gen. Blake made an attempt to obtain possession of Niebla on the 
night of the 30th June; in which place the enemy had a garrison of 

I 2 
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about ROO infantry. I am sorry to say, that this attempt failed; and ho 
remained bofort* the place till the 2d inst, and then retired towards the 
Guadiana. On the fith 2 divisions of infantry, and the cavalry of the 5th 
army, under the Conde de Penne Villemur, were crossing the Guadiana 
on a bridge constructed for them at San Lucar by Col. Austin. The 
artillery was embarked at Ayanionte, and Gen. Ballesteros, with the 
advanced guard, rernaiTied upon the river Piedra; but I think it probable 
tliat Gen. Ballesteros would liavc be^n obliged to retire, as a division of 
the enemy’s troops which had moved from Seville had arrived at Almendro 
on the 6th, and had turned off from thence upon Cartaya. It ap])eared to 
he (Jen. Blake’s intention to embark his troops for Cadiz ; but neither 
Gen Castafios nor 1 have heard from him since he marched from Juru- 
inerdia, on the 18th June. 

In the north, (Jen Bessures has returned again to Valladolid from 
Benavente; and in the end of the month of June the enemy assembled at, 
and in the neigliboiiihood of, Valladolid, a considerable body of troops 
(Jen Bonet, however, still remained in the neighbourhood of Leon and 
Benavente with the troops under his command ; and I have received from 
Gen. Silveira a leporl of the defeat of the French in an attack made upon 
a Spanish detachment from the army in (Jalicia, in front of /sbirga, on 
the 25th June. The guerrillas likewise continue their (»peratinns, and 
besides the alarm given to Valladolid on the 15th, reported in my last 
dispatch, Don Julian gave a similar alarm to Salamanca on the 29th June; 
but a considerable ]mrty of guerrillas belonging to diflerent chiefs, which 
had taken a convoy at Peharanda, were afterwards surprised there on the 
30th June, and dispersed; about 200 having been killed, wounded, and 
made ]irisoners 

1 wLli that I could report to jour Lordship that some more beneficial 
advantage bad re<»ulled from the collection of the enemy’s troiips in Estre- 
maduia to raise llie siege of Badajo/, and better calculated to reconcile us 
to the disappointment upon that occasion. But I am appreliensive that, 
till the Spanidi government shall reform their military system ; till the 
officers shall be instructed and the troops disciplined ; till regular resources 
shall he found, and faithfully apjdied to the supjiort of their armies on an 
c.xpedition ; and till the armies shall be equijiped as they ought for the 
service rcijuircd from them, the history of every attempt on our part to 
alter the nature of the war, on any general combined plan, will be the 
saint* as the last. 

The enemy will collect to oppose us a larger body of troops tlian the 
allied British and Portuguese army can bring into the held, and will oblige 
us to take the defensive ; and they will experience no danger, or even 
inconvenience, from their weakness in all other parts of the Peninsula, in 
consequence of their collecting their whole force to oppose us, because 
the Spanish armies arc neither disciplined nor provided or equipped in 
such a manner as that they can perform any operation, even of the most 
trifling nature, if tliere should be any opposition on the part of the enemy. 
The only chance, therefore, is to watch for opportunities of undertaking 
important operations of short duration, wijh the means at our own dis- 
posal, till the Spanish armies shall be in a better state. 

♦ Sec Appendix, No. VI. 
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To the Eul of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo^ 1 1th July, 181 1. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of tlie 122d 
June, in which your Lordship desires to have my opinion as to the restric- 
tions which it may be expedient to put upon the grant of medals to British 
officers, for distinguished merit displayed upon such occasions as tlie battles 
of Vimeiro, Coruna, Talavera, and Barrosa. 

My opinion has always been, that the grant of a medal to an individual 
officer ought to have been founded originally, partly on the importance 
of the occasion or action which it was intended to commemorate, and 
partly on the share which the individual officer had had in the action to be 
commemorated ; and that medals should have been granted fur important 
actions only, and to those engaged in them in a conspicuous manner, 
whatever might be their rank in tlie service. It was decided, however, 
that medals should he granted on the same principle only, but following 
strictly the example of the grant of medaU to the navy, notwithstanding 
that an action on shore is very different from an action at sea ; and tlie 
merit of the different classes of individuals is likewise entirely difb'renl. 
At the same time, this principle was departed from in some of the grants 
made. 

If the principle adopted in tlie grant of medals to the navy is adhered 
to in the grant of medals to 'dBcer'' of the army, and that medals are to 
be granted to General officers, and Lieutenant Colonels coinniarnling 
regiments, on an occasion to he commemorated, because, on a similar 
occasion, they would be granted to Admirals and Captains of ships of 
the line, it is difficult to restrict the grant, or to make a selection of 
officers to whom they should be granted to commemorate the buttles at 
Busaco and Fuentes de Onoro, if govemmerjl determine that these actions 
should be commemorated in that manner. II, however, that princij)le is 
departed from, it is not difficult to make out a list of the names of officers 
already reported to your Lordship, who were at the head of corps or 
detachments upon these occasions, and who had a cons]>icuous sliare in the 
event which it is the intention of the government to com mein orate in 
this manner. It is not probable, however, that tlie adoption of this 
principle will decrease the number of those to whom the lionor would be 
granted; but, ns 1 have already represented to your Lordship, 1 don’t 
think this important . that which is imj)ortant in the establishment of the 
principle on which the grant of this hon(»r should he made, is, that every 
officer should feel that he shall receive the mark of distinction, if he 
should he in the place to distinguish himself, and should act in the manner 
to deserve to be distinguished, whatever may be liis military rank. It 
may he contended for by me, tliat the officers of the British army don’t 
rctiuirc an honor of this description to stimulate their exertions, and tliat 
the grant of the medal is therefore useless ; hut, however, those who con- 
tend for this principle must admit that a selection of those who Imve had 
an opportunity of distinguishing themselves in an a(‘tion is a less objec- 
tionable mode of granting it than the grant of it by classes, whether the 
individuals composing those classes have distinguished themselves or not. 

1 have now the honor to enclose lists of the names of the officers who, 
on the principle of selection, ought, in my opinion, to receive medals for 
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the battles of Busaco and Fuentos de Onoro, if government think proper 
to distinguisli these battles by medals. In respect to the battle of Albuera, 

I was not there, and 1 am not able to give an opinion upon it One 
brigade of Uu* 4tli division of infantry, however, was not in the action, 
nor iirig. Gen. Madden’s brigade of cavalry. The brunt of the action 
was on tlie right ; but some of the corps of infantry, 1 believe, and cer- 
tainly Gen. Otway’s brigade of cavalry, on the left, were not engaged. 
At all events, these troops were not engaged, as far as I understand, in a 
greater degree than the whole army were at Busaco, and every corps on 
tin* field at Fuentes de Onoro. 

I mention these circumstances only to point out to your Lordship, that, 
in every action on shore, however severe, there must be some to whose 
lot it does not fall to have an opportunity to distinguish themselves; and 
tliat the principle of selection, without reference to ranks, ought to be 
adopted in every instance of the grant of medals to th« army. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. BcTcsfurtl, K.B. Quinta de S. JofiU), 12th July, 1811. 

You will have seen from Austin’s report of the 8th inst. that it is pro- 
bable Blake is off (for icc know nothing of him), and that the Algarve is 
left very much to itself. I don’t think it very probable that the enemy 
will make any serious attempt upon that province, but straggling parties 
might do a great deal of miscliief ; and 1 tiiink you would do well to send 
into Algarve the Setuval and Alcacer militia, to be under Austin’s orders, 
and to prevent any thing binall from insulting him : we can easily get 
them back by land, or by water, when we shall require them. 

1 liave at last got a statement of the regiments in the * A rmee do Por- 
hnjal' but not their numbers : there are 6 divisions of infantry, and in 
each division 4 cfniqdete regiments, besides the Legion du Midi, Hano- 
verians, Prussians, and Irish. The regiments had, last campaign, 4 and h 
battalions each, including those brought in by the Dth corps, which have 
now joined them, and 1 should think this cannot now have less than fron^ 
1(K)0 to 1200 men in each regiment ; 1 am convinced, therefore, I am 
under the murk in supposing each division only 4000 infantry. They 
have one new regiment, the 130"**, of which I have no account. They 
have 1 1 regiments of the cavalry which was in Portugal, which had 44 
s(|u,idrons ; and they have 3 regiments of 4 squadrons each, which passed 
tilt' winter in Castille, and arc in capital order ; supposing the old cavalry to 
be reduced one half, or to 22 squadrons, they must have now 34 squadrons. 
Tliere is UTiother fresh brigade of cavalry belonging to this army still in 
C'astille, for wliich 1 have got tlic letter which Marmont has writtan. 

The devil is in the French for numbers ! ! ! A deserter came in yesterday, 
and told me he heard Broissord say to another officer, that the two armies 
had 60,000 infantry, and nearly 10,000 cavalry ! I made them from 48,000 
to 50,000 infantry, without tlie garrison of Badajoz, and 7000 cavalry. 

(i. O. Quinta doB DanhoB, 18th July, 1811. 

1. llie Oimmander of the Forces will see the 2d, 4th, and Gen. Hamilton ■ Portuguese 
division uuder arms, to-morrow morning, at half gport 5 o'clock. He requests that th^ 
may bo in contiguous close columns of brigades, the i^ht in front, in the ojien ground, in 
tlie rear of the wikmI in wliicb they are encamped, at hafr past 5 in the morning, in marching 
order, aiul tin* close columns will face to the mood. 
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Our army continues very liealthy, indeed more so since the nights have 
become warmer. 1 think you will do well to send us up your men as soon 
as they will be fit to join. 

To Col. Auatin. Quinta de S. Jofto, 12th July, 1611. 

I received last night your letter of the 8th. 1 write to Marshal Beres- 
ford to request him to adopt measures to send you a force into Algarve at 
present. In the mean time, I request you to take measures to force the 
boats on the Guadiana to keep on the right of the river as much as possible. 

I don’t think it probable that the enemy will venture to make any serious 
attempt upon Algarve, particularly if you keep tlie boats out of tlieir way , 
but it is as well that you should have some force. 


The A.G. to Capt, Goodman^ Deft, Judge Advocate, I2tli July, 1611. 

I herewith annex the General (\)urt Martial held on 3 privates of the ^ 
rept., fVir committing a robbery nl Elvus ; and I am diriTted l>y the Command(T 
of the Forces to desire you will order the Provost Marshal to have them put in 
irons and strictly guarded ; you will also proceed to their ])laee of confinement, 
and read to them their «entcnee, aw'nrded by the General Court Martial, and eon- 
tinned by his Excellency tlic Cnininuiider of the Forces, ^'ou will tlicii state to 
them that it is his Excellency’s intention to have the same carried int(» efiect, unless 
they should reveal where the stolen property now' is, and what heeume of it. It 
is not perhaps possible to get h,u'k the money ; but the Commander of the Forces 
is desir(»us that the jieople should recover their gold ornaments, diamonds, silk, 
drc., and other pro]»erty. If the prisoners, conscious of the precipice on which 
they stand, and desirous of making the best atonement now in their power for 
tlieir heinous offence, should coiiiinuiiicate to you such particulars ns might tend 
to recovering the stolen articles, 1 uin directed to ac(|uuint you that his Excellency 
would in such case extend his gracious pardon to the culprits ; hut unless tins 
discovery is made, it is his fixed intention to have the sentence of the Court Martial 
put into execution. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotfoii, Bart. Quinta de S. Jo^i, 13lli July, 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the lOtli to Lord FitzRoy Somerset; and 
1 am very sorry that Ca})t. has been guilty of a v<Ty great irregu- 

larity, in taking upon himself to do himself justice at Espinhal on the 
1 1tli May lust, for which 1 must bring him to trial. I beg, therefore, 

that Capt. may be put in arrest at large, and inform him tlial he will 

receive tlie copy of llie charge on wliich he will be tried in due course. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Quinta de S. Jufto, l«3tb July, 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the 10th. 

You will have seen from my letter to the Sec. of State, which 1 re- 
questeef Mr. Stuart to communicate to you, that affairs are in such a state 
that there can be no reason why you should put yourself to any incon- 
venience to come to tlie army sooner than you would otherwise. 

Nothing has occurred since I wrote to the Sec. of State, excepting that 
Gen. Blake has embarked, leaving Gen. Ballesteros, with his division, and 
the cavalry of the 5th army, under the Conde de Penne Villernur, in the 
Condado de Niebla. 

P.S. I have just received a letter of the lOtli from Cam^K) Maior, from 
which 1 find that the Spaniards have not sailed yet, and some of Loy’s 
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cavalry have not embarked, but the French have retired from Castillejos 
and Gibraleoii. 

MeinonuiUiim for Don F. X. Cuitafioi. Quinta de S. Jofto, 13th July, 1811. 

'Flu* Captain General Castanos informed me yesterday, that Gen. Ballet- 
loros litul remained with a division of infantry, and the cavalry under the 
Conde de IVnne Villemur, in the Condado de Niebla ; and that he (the 
Ca])t. General) intended to recommend to Gen. Ballesteros to retire across 
the Guadiana, into the kingdom of Algarve, in case he should be so pressed 
by the enemy as to render his retreat from the Condado de Niebla expedient. 
In consequence of this information, I recommend that Gen. Ballesteros 
may be requested to communicate confidentially with Col. Austin, who 
commands in Algarve, on all matters relating to his operations, in order 
lhat Col. Austin may be prepared to assist Gen. Ballesteros with tlie means 
of crossing the Guadiana with expedition, in case that measure should be 
expedient. It is also desirable, in order that Col. Austin may be able to 
adopt measures to have the troo])s under Gen. Ballesteros supplied with 
firovisions during the time which it may be necessary that they should 
remain within the kingdom of Algarve. I propose to send Col. Austin a 
copy of this memorandum, in order that he may be prepared to attend to 
Gen. Ballesteros’ want of assistance to pass the Guadiana, and to his wants 
in provisions while he may he in Algarve. 

To Miirshiil Sir W. C. Deiesford, K.B. Quinta tip S Jofto, 13lh July, 1811. 

1 received yobterday your letter of the lOtli; and I am much concerned 
that 1 cannot take upon me to answer for your having the supplies of 
money wanted to make up the sum which you require to have in the 
chest every month. If you find that this failure, on the part of Great 
Britain, to be able pobitively to assure a ceitain sum every month, will 
prevent the accomplishment of the arrangement which you think necessary, 
you ought to rejMirt your (qiinions officially to the British government , 
and I shall he very glad if tliey will make any arrangements by which 1 
can he relieved from all concern in the money transactions of Great Bri- 
tain with the Portuguese government. I also think that if you are of 
opinion that the reserves of provisions cannot be supplied for the forts by 
the Portuguese government, you should state officially that opinion, and 
then our government will know upon what they are to reckon. 1 should 
think, however, that Elvas being entirely supplied, you would he inclined 
to alter that opinion, unless indeed you should think that the Portuguese 
government will not be able to supply the current consumption of the 
garrisons, and that they will immediately begin to consume the reserves. 

1 acknowledge that the suspicion that this would he the case, and the 
discussions in which that questign would involve tlie departments of this 
army, are the reasons why I positively refuse to have any thing to say to 
the garrisons. 

If the government act according to their own regulations, and will really 
put them in force, and really punish those who disobey them, there can he 
no difficulties about means of transport ; 'but 1 don’t see how these diffi- 
culties would he removed by our Commissaftes supplying the reserves of 
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the garrisons, and the Portuguese Commissaries the current consumption. 
I have done a great deal in the way of supplying the consumption of the 
Portuguese army, and probably have undertaken far more than I shall be 
able to accomplish in all situations ; but this is very certain, that I cannot 
venture to undertake to do more. 

Gen. Castanos has promised to garrison and refit Alburquerque, which 
is a great object in these times. He is going to send Don Carlos de 
Espafia to Castille ; and 1 am thinking of fitting up a little depdt of ammu- 
nition, &c., for him, in Monsanto, in which he will put 200 or 300 men, 
if the Portuguese government will have no objection to his holding that 
place. 1 shall be much obliged to you if you will inquire He is also 
desirous of having a similar depot north of t)ie Douro. 1 know of no 
place in Portugal which would answer his purpe^so ; but, as well as I ran 
recollect, Monterey would. Do you recollect any thing of Monterey •* 

P.S. Gen. Picton tells me that the outwork at Campo Maior is finished, 
and ready for the palisades. 

The artillery are much in want of mules, to which I hope you have 
adverted in >our communication with government; so much so, that 1 
think it might be advisable to send away the 6 pounder brigade in 
Hamilton’s division, and to have only 9 pounders, and to employ all the 
mules in equipping them as they ought to he. Vour brigades of infantry 
are likewise miserably deficient in jirovision mules. 

1 saw the 2d and 4th, and Hamilton’s division, this morning. The 
13lh is a very fine regiment, in very tolerable order. I am sorry to say 
that Ashworth’s brigade have fallen off in their marching ; all the rest 
capital. These Albuera divisions were very strong again. 

1 have desired Mr. Kennedy to give the chest 50,000 dollars in coin. 

To Miirihdl Sir W. C. Berrsfonl, K B. Quinta S. Jollo, 13tli July, 1811, 7 pm 

I have just received your 2 letters of the 11th. 

I have not yet seen the complaints of the officers of our coiuniissariaf 
at Coimbra, but when I sec them 1 shall write upon them. Our Coiiimis- 
snrio*. are not allowed to give protection to individuals of any description, 
but they must have assistance from the country, and it will not answer 
the purpose of the Portuguese government to prevent them from having 
it. All persons employed by us belonging to Sjiain are protected from 
the requisition. 1 suppose the Portuguese government will not refuse 
to give the same countenance to the British army that is given by the 
Spaniards. 

I don’t^exactly understand the letter of the government on the fortifi- 
cation of Elvas. In answer to the last paragraph, however, I must express 
a wish that Mr. Stuart should send it home. 1 do every thing in niy 
]K)wer to forward the cause ; and 1 wish that the Portuguese government 
should try whether their affairs could not be improved by u cliange of 
hands. Nothing could be more satisfactory to me than such a change. 

I shall attend to your wishes in the distribution of the cavairy. You 
did not send me the report on Almeida. 

I sent Mr. Stuart a statement of the period to which the oflScers of the 
army are paid. Mr. Kennedy can easily, and 1 shall desire him to-morrow 
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to Bcmd an estimate* of his disbursements for the Portuguese government, 
which it is j)r(>hahlc they will not much amend; and he can send a 
montlily account, and a quarterly account; because in the former he 
cannot include the disbursements at Cadiz. You can likewise send your 
demand upon England, which ought to have been sent by the government 
as long ago as March ; but I cannot say that the balance will be paid in 
money, or at what periods it will be paid ; and upon that point I sincerely 
wish that you should come to an explanation with the British government, 
and not with mo. 

1 have not now money to answer the demands of the British army ; and 
it is rather too much that the Portuguese should insist that 1 should fix 
lh(‘ sums which they are to receive every month, out of the sums at my 
disposal, already not sufficient for the British army ; to which add, that 
occasional assistance is wanted for the Spaniards, and that there is no man, 
however anxious for the prosperity of Portuguese concerns, who will not 
admit that this assistance should he given. However, 1 have no desire 
that matters sliould continue as they are. Let government provide only 
dcc<‘ntly for the British army, and I shall be satisfied ; or let them take 
the whole concern out of my hands, and 1 shall be happy to resign it. 
.lust to show you how we stand in respect to money, I mention that we have 
not even a shilling in the chest to pay the demands of the officers of the 2d 
batt. of your regiment, upon the 1st being drafted by orders from England. 

Tu Col. Austin. Quinta de S. JoHo, Idtli July, 1811. 

1 send you the copy of a memorandum which I have sent to Gen. Cas- 
tanos, which will explain itself. You will act as therein stated, if so 
required by Gen. Ballesteros , and I beg you to let me have an account 
of any e.\pen&e you may incur on account of provisions or boats for Gen. 
Ballesteros’ division of troops. 

You might as well have prepared a magazine, with 6000 or SOOt) 
rations, for Gen Ballesteros, in case he should cross the Guadiana upon 
you suddenly ; but it may be as well not to let him know of it, otherwise 
you would not keep it long. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke, Lisbon. Quinta de S. Joao, IStli July, 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 11th, and its enclosures; from the 

tenor of which last 1 suspect Mr. to have been in the French service, 

and probably to be a spy. The phraseology of his letter to you is evi- 
dently that of a person who has been in the service of the French : and I 
beg you to communicate with Mr. Stuart in order to have him released 
from confinement in gaol, and send him to head quarters under charge of 
an assistant provost and a guard ; but let his reasonable convenience be 
provided for. 

1 beg you also to send me any letters or papers, or the memorandums 
of any interrogatories to him, which can throw light upon his conduct or 
intentions. 

t 

To IIU Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Jo&o, 13tli July, 1811. 

1 enclose certain papers which 1 liavc received on the subject of the 
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misconduct of certain officers at Espinhal, on the 11th May last, adverted 
to in a letter from you of the 10th June; and 1 have to inform you that 

I have ordered Capt. in arrest for his conduct, and I shall keep him 

in arrest during one month, in hopes that the government will, in the 
course of that time, adopt measures to enforce the attendance of the evi- 
dences against Capt. . If tliey should not do so, I shall be under the 

necessity of relieving Capt. from his arrest 

I mention this, because 1 observe that, as usual, there is great readiness 
to complain of the injury done in this case, but no desire to prosecute; as 

it is obvious that the complainant not only knew the name of Capt , 

and the regiment to which he behmged, but that he did not beU»rg to the 

hussars. The consequence of his concealing the name of Ca)>t is 

that much time has elapsed, and I have beeti obliged to look through all 
the march routes given to troops in the month of May, before 1 could 
discover who was complained of. 

1 shall likewise observe cm this case, that although Capt. — will be 
brought to trial for having taken upon himself to do himself justice, 1 am 
not astonished when an officer of th(‘ British army is guilty of this con- 
duct. They scarcely ever enter a village in which they or tlieir men are 
not robbed, and they can get no redress on the spot ; and, as for punish- 
ment for any crime committ<*d, I repeat that, since 1 have been in Portu- 
gal, I have not known any man punished, excepting those suspected of 
lieing French partisans. But whatever may be tlie conduct of ihc Por- 
tuguese government, I shall not allow the British army to commit irre- 
gularities with imjiunity, and Cu])t. shall certainly be tried, if, within 

II month, any evidence should be produced against him. It is useless to 
iiKjuirc whether any steps have been taken a^’.iinst the criminal confined 
for the robbery. 

I beg you to return the enclosed papers as soon as may be possible. 

To the Ut. lion. H. Wellesley. Quinta de S. Jooo, l«'Uh July, 1811 . 

I enclose my last disjiatch to the Sec. of State. 

1 have got a statement of the regiments in the Anuvp r/c Pfyrtmjal^' 
which amount to 24, and 4 or G battalions of foreign troiqis and N regts. 
of cavalry. I have an officer who counted 25,000 infantry, coming through 
Bailos, and there were some that passed through Lagunilla. Tliey must 
be between 24,000 and 30,000 infantry, and the cavalry between 3000 and 
4000 at least. They have one regiment that was not in Portugal ; and 
when one considers what that army was last year, and the reinforcements 
it received, allowance is made for very handsome losses, in 8up]>o8ing them 
reduced to the numbers above stated. 1 think these numbers agree toler- 
ably well with what I saw of the army at F'uentes, allowing for the 
detachment to Andalusia of 19 battalions of the 9th corps. It is said in 
the French army that they have, between the 2 armies lately brought 
into Estremadura, 60,000 infantry and 10,000 cavalry. 1 believe the 
latter exaggerated by about 3000 men, although they had at Badajoz 21 
regiments of cavalry, but the former but very little, and not at all if the 
garrison of Badajoz is included. 

We are increasing in strength. I have received at Lisbon 2000 or 
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3000 men from England. Our wounded, &c., are coming about, and we 
shall soon have not much less than 60,000 effective men, Portuguese and 
English. 

n* A.G. to Lieut. Col, A.A.G. 13th July, 1811. 

J have received your two explanatory letters, and the states of the cavalry, 
wliich 1 must beg leave to return, observing that the G. O. of the army must be 
complied with, and that it is entirely useless to send me an incomplete or incorrect 
state, as you are too well acquainted with the duties of this department, in an army 
of near 50,000 men, not to be satisfied that 1 can only look to the A. A. G. of 
each division for a rigid compliance with the G. O. 

The first day of an order tliere is much excuse for any tardiness in complying 
with it; but it is absolutely necessary that the D. A. A. G. of the 2d division of 
cavalry, and the Brigade Majors of cavalry, should know that if they do not per- 
form the duties ordered, his Excellency will not retain them in their Staff situa- 
tions. As the morning state of the 5th division was received in due time from 
Portalegre, it certainly is somewhat singular that the morning state ordered on the 
11th by the G. O. from the cavalry, who have such rapid means of communica- 
tion, should not be received up to the present moment, viz., 12 o’clock on the 13th. 

1 am aware of your zciil in executing your duties, and 1 bi>g you will not eoii- 
siderthis letter as a reproof in any manner, but only to point out the total useless- 
ness of sending me incomplete returns ; and inasmuch as the Commander of the 
Forces w'ill not accept an incomplete return from me, so am 1 untdile to receive 
one from any division that the A. A. G. is not satisfied is correct. 1 must return 
my daily state without the cavalry to his Excellency, remarking 1 have no com- 
plete state from them, and 1 should recommend you to adopt such measures as will 
jirevenl a recurrence of omissions on tlie part of any of the regiments. I require 
iVoni you now the morning state of the 12th complete, agreeably to the G. 6. of 
the llth, and the morning state of the 1.3th. 

'J'hc leturns of the cavalry must be detailed as follows in 4 lines : 

1 St division, British • . , 

2d division, do 

Portuguese 

Total .... 

77#tf to Major Gen, Dunlop, 13tb July, 1811. 

I have laid your letter relative to the difficulty of exercising the 5th division 
Portalegie, according to the G. ()., from the want of convenient ground, An*., before 
the ('oniniander of the Forces ; and I am directed to acquaint you, tliat although 
it cannot be conveniently exercised in this hot season from the distance the troops 
would have to march, still his Excellency desires the division may be marched at 
least twice a week, at a very early hour in the nioming, so that the troops should 
not he kept out in the sun after 8 o’clock. 

llw A, G, to Dr, Franck^ Jnepector of hoepitaU, 13th July, 1811. 

I have not failed to lay your letter and enclosures from the Purveyor of hospi- 
tals, rel.'itive to the expense of the interment of soldiers at Lisbon, before the 
('onunnnder of the Forces, and his Excellency considers the charge therein speci- 
fied of U. S^r/. reasonable ; and the Purveyor is hereby authorised to charge the 
same against the Captain of the company of the regiment to which the soldier 
d\ ing belongs, and the same is forthwith to be made good. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graliam. Quinta de S. Jo&o, 14th July, 1811, 

1 have just received your letter of the 12th. The horses to which you 
refer have been sent here by the government at my request, in order to 
supply the wants of the officers of the cavalry, who ought to have each an 
English horse ; but they had not been ablfe to purchase any in the coun- 
try, and I requested the Sec. of State to send them out. 
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I conceive that it is equally necessary that a General officer in your 
situation, coming from a place in which you could not get the horses you 
require, should be provided hy some public arrangement ; and therefore 
I beg you to take such number of those horses as you may think proper. 
1 don’t exactly recollect whether the price is £50 or £60 each, or wlie- 
ther Sir S. Cotton settled that they should be paid for according to a 
valuation of each, the whole amount covering the expense of their pur- 
chase incurred by government; and I shall not delay tliis answer to your 
letter till 1 shall have had time to inquire Let me know the number 
you will take, in order that J may write to England to have them replaced 
for tlie serv ice of the officers (jf the cavalry. 

There is nothing new this day, excepting a report from C'aceres that 
Marmont has commenced his movement, which, however, lias not yet 
been eonfirined by any thing from our outposts. 

P.S. 1 enclose an order to the officer commanding tlie cavalry dep»lt, 
to deliver to you as many of the horses purchased for the officers of the 
cavalry as you may require. 

To the Ut. Hon H. WelUsley. Quinta de S. Jo&o, litli July, 1R11. 

1 received last night your letter of the 8th, after I had sent off the 
dispatch of yesterday. 

1 never entertained such a ' opinion as that attributed to me by Don 
E. de Bardaxi, viz , that, if the mediation of Great Britain between Spain 
and her colonies should fail, we ought to go hand in hand with the 
Spanish government in carrying on hostilities against the colonies. My 
o})inion has invariably been, that, in all the concerns of Spain, Great 
Britain ought to take the liberal line of policy, and to lay aside, at least 
during the existing war, all considerations >f mercantile profit; and it 
appeared to me that, in this question of the colonies jiarticularly, this 
line would suit equally with the military policy and the mercantile in- 
terests of Great Britain, and add greatly to the general estimation of our 
character. 

1 am, and have always been, of opinion, that the notions of our mer- 
chants of the vast profits to be made by an immediate direct intercourse 
with the Spanish colonies were erroneous. That profit was to be made 
by this intercourse there is no doubt, and that eventually the extent and 
value of the commercial intercourse with the colonies will be very great 
1 am certain ; but this value must be the effect of time, of the increase 
of riches, and of the growth of luxury in the colonies, and the period of 
its arrival at its highest state is likely to be checked hy the extravagant 
speculations of our merchants. I think that, whatever may be the final 
relative situation between Spain and her colonies, Great Britain must be 
the gainer. The result must be the relaxation, if not annihilation, of the 
colonial commercial system, and a direct allowed intercourse between the 
colonies and all other countries, in which Great Britain must be a par- 
taker and the greatest gainer. In expectation of this ultimate gain, the 
policy of Great Britain ought to have been liberal throughout, as I hope 
it will turn out upon examination to have been. The wild speculations 
of the colonies ought to have been checked ; the authority of the mother 
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country ought lo have l)ecn countenanced; and t}»e endeavors of our 
traders and captains of siiips to separate the colonies from Spain ought to 
liave been suppressed. 

On these principles 1 approved highly of Lord Liverpool’s letter to the 
Oovemor of Curac^oa, which circumstance may probably have given Don 
E. do Bardaxi a notion that I thought we ought to go all lengths with 
Spain in subduing the spirit of independence in the colonies ; but I con- 
ceive these principles are by no means inconsistent with the conduct of 
the British government since Lord Liverpool’s letter was written, at least 
as far as 1 liave any knowledge of it ; and what has occurred since does 
not apjiear to me to be inconsistent with that letter. 

When the colonies, at least some of them, had manifested an inclination 
to separate from the mother country, it was necessary for the British 
government to consider, not only what Spain could do, but what Great 
Britain could assist Spain in effecting. Knowing what I do of the Spanish 
government and its means and resources, and the employment for them, 
I am certain that they hnvc not the power to reduce to obedience even 
one of the weakest of the colonies which is disposed to separate. I am 
equally certain that to make the attempt would be the grossest folly and 
miMap])licalion of means; and I will go further, and declare tha<^ 1 believe 
tliat Great Britain could not, in justice* to the greater object in the 
Peninsula, give Spain any assistance from which any good effect can be 
expected. 

I am afraid that it is hut too true, that if distant colonics choose to 
separate from the mother country they will effect their object; and at 
all evenlH it would have he(*n the height of madness, in these times, for 
Spain to have endeavored, by force, to ]irevent such a separation, or for 
Great Britain to have encouraged and aided in such an attempt. ^Phe 
conduct which Great Britain ought to have followed was to endeavor, by 
influence and advice, to prevent matters from coming to extremities, if 
possible ; and at all events not to direct her force to an object which was 
quite unattainable 

Nothing can be so absurd as to suppose that Spain, with two frigates, 
could prevent the separation of the Caracras, or that the reception in 
London of the deputies from that colony prevented that ffrrat effort from 
having its effect. If the deputies liad not been received in London, they 
would have gone by the first packet to France ; and the truth, however 
disagreeable, which I have above stated, would have been discovered. 

At last Great Britain 1ms offered her mediation in the dispute, which 
1 wish had been asked for ; and it remains to be considered on what terms 
tlie offer ouglit to be accepted. 1 have already pointed out that Great 
Britain is a fair mediator, as our interests, well understood, as 1 believe 
they are, are not inconsistent either with the well understood interests 
of Spain, or of the colonies, in their existing situation ; and it would 
have been better if the mediation had been accepted in the spirit in which 
it was offered, and that the Spanish government had come forward with a 
full but confidential declaration of their intentions respecting the colonies 
in future, both on the subject of constitiftion and of commerce. Great 
Britain would then have had something tS mediate upon and to arrange 
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between the two parlies ; but under present circumstances there is nothing 
for her to do, excepting to procure the submission of the Caraccas and 
Buenos Ayres; and, if Great Britain does not succeed in these imprac- 
ticable objects, she is to aid Spain in forcing their submission ! And I am 
supposed to approve of this condition, and to think that Great Britain 
ought to join in this war between mother country and colonies ! Oiu* 
would really believe that Don E de Bardaxi hod never adverted to the 
means and resources of his own country, and to the objects which tliey 
have to acquire at home, or to the efforts making licrc by Great Britain, 
and that he thought 1 had considered of these subjects ns little as he 
ap]>ear8 to have done • 

Great Britain cannot agree to this condition. In respict to a constitu- 
tion the Spanish government has gone a great length ; but I doubt that 
they have gone so far os the colonies, some of them at leaht, will rofiuire. 
I think they will ask to have eejmrate local ri*presenlativ(» hodi<*s for the 
management of their interior concerns, of the same description with our 
colonial assemblies, leaving in the Cortes more oi less authority in im- 
perial and general questions, and having in the f'i»rles a representative 
or not, according to the nature of the authority remaining with the 
Cortes, and the mode in which it will be exerted. But this (jiiestion, 
however important, does not appear to liavc hc(*n considered. 

In respect to commerce, th^ Spanish govornnunt have said nothing 
There is nothing more certain, however, than that the commercial inter- 
course between Spain and her colonics cannot cimtitiue to exist as it lias 
hitherto The consequence of what has already been done, and r»r what 
is offered in this proposed ticaty of mcdidtion, must be to place the 
colonies, in respect to trade, on tlie same footing with the mother 
country, and to allow the colonies to trade, a^ it may suit their interests, 
with all parts of the world, in the same mamu i as any province of Old 
Spain. If this consequence docs not follow what lids been done, it is 
useless to talk to the colonies of equal rights, and interests equally well 
attended to. It will be obvious to the iiihabiidiits of the colonies, and they 
will feel, that their interests are sacrificed for the supjxised inlcrcsts of 
the mother country, on the old system of colonial policy. 

1 admit, however, that the mother country will lose immediaUdy ^though 
jirobably not eventually) very largely in revenue, and its inhabitants in 
commercial profits, by these commercial concessions to the colonies ; and 
althougli probably these losses are the unavoidable effects of the circum- 
stances of the times, the mother country has a fair claim to particijiatc 
in the advantages which' the colonies will enjoy, particularly in the existing 
moment of her distress. This is an object to which the treaty of media- 
tion should have adverted. The Spanish government should have made 
known to Great Britain, confidentially, on what system it was proposed 
that the commerce of the colonies should be carried on hereafter ; what 
duties should be levied on the imports of goods of foreign countries into 
the colonies ; and what proportum of those dvties should he paid to the 
mother country for general imperial purposes ; and what to remain in the 
colony for local objects. 

With a system thus formed, Great Britain might have gone to work 
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with some prospect of success in rnuking an arrangement wliich would 
have permanently united Uie colonies to the mother country, by providing 
for their mutual interests on just and fair principles ; and which at all 
events, by jmtting an end to the existing disputes, would have removed 
the uneasiness which they occasion, and would have increased the means 
and resources of Spain to carry on the war against the common and only 
enemy. And you will observe that in the establishment of this system 
Great Britain would have done, in every point, that which suits her own 
interest. 

But I am apprehensive that the Spanish government have not taken an 
enlarged view, either of their own situation or that of the colonies, or 
of the two relatively with each other; and till they do so matters will 
only grow worse and worse daily, and it is useless for us to interfere in 
them; and after u long contest, which will only tend to the weakness of 
the mother country, and will deprive her of all the resources wliich she 
could otherwise derive from the colonics in her war with France, the 
business will end in the separation of the colonies from Spain. 

You are now in possesshiu of my opinion upon this whole subject ; and 
you may inform Don E. de Bardaxi that there is nothing so far from 
my tlioughts as that it is possible for Spain to ])revent llie s( paration of 
any one colony that chooses to separate, and tliat nothing could be so 
absurd or so injurious to S]mn herself, as for Great Britain to divert any 
of her military resources from the war in the Peninsula to the imprac- 
ticable object of reducing to obedience even the smallest and least powerful 
of the colonies of Spain disposed to separate. 

There is nothing new, excejiting a report that Marmont is in motion to 
take up Ills projiosed position on the Tagus. 


TVie AM. to Lieut, Cut. Etietfj A.A.il. 14th July, 1811. 

1 nni favored witli your letter by and enclosure. I was under the 

necessity of reporting otlieiallv to the Commander of the Forces, that up to this 
perio<l, 12 o'clock, Mth July, 1 have received no general daily state from the 
cuvairy agreenhl\ to the orders of the 11th inst. His Excellency has ordered uu* 
to place you under an arrest ; but upon my strong representation to him of my 
eonvietion yon have done _\our utmost, he is of opinion you are hound to find out 

the ofiicer who has failed in hi.s duty towards you, and whether it be - — 's 

neglect, or the D.A.A.G. of the 2d division, the officer who has been remiss in his 
duty is forthwith to be placed under an arrest. You will satisfy yourself of the proof 
of the officer's neglect, and the Commander of the Forces will take measures accord- 
ingly. No return can yet be made out on account of the cavalry, and I am par- 
ticuiarly desired to call yoiir attention to its being the only part of the army n*oiii 
which correct daily reports have not been made up, even up to this day inclusive ; 
and lus Excellency thinks nothing but extreme mismanagement niid neglect could 
occasion this circumstance. 

1 return the enclosures, not being conformable to the G. O. ; and I shall wait 
with anxiety for the states of the 13th and 14th, agreeably to the instructions you 
have received. 

With respect to Brig. Gen. Madden's incorrect state, the Lieut. General com- 
mandinj; the cavalry can give Brig. Gen. Madden such orders as he thinks proper 
on the subject ; and 1 only refrain from stating his Excellency's opinion, ns I think 
it comes more properly through the General officer under wliose immediate com- 
mand he is. But if your cavalry returns from any part of the cavalry command 
arc incorrect, I presume the Lieut. General».will notify the same strongly in his 
divisional orders. •> 
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To HIb Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. JoAu, 15th July, 1811. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you would look at the last para- 
graph of Dorn M. Forjaz’s last letter, on the subject of the repairs of the 
forts, in which he refem to the payments of the subsidy. 

As I believe that the Portuguese government have received, up to the 
present day, more than the old and new subsidy, and that we have been at 
all times in advance to them, those assertions respecting arrears of subsidy 
ought not in my opinion to go unanswered. At all events, as far as I have 
any knowledge, they have no right to make any ofticial reference to the 
new subsidy, as they have not l)een officially apprised of it. 

The A.G. (9 the A. A, (»a, of thiHstonM. I5tli July, 1811. 

I have particularly to call your attention to the daily states of the diviuon to 
which yon arc nttnehed. 'I'hc inacciirnc\ or iiicurrcctiiess of any state r<»in- 
pletcly prevents the rclurii of the army heiiig made np for the Coiiiinainler of I lie 
Forces, as, when the divisional states arrive at this oilice, it is too late to send tliciii 
hack for correction, consequently a single error prevents tlio cxc'cution of Ins l’.\- 
cellency s orders to me. You will be pleased to iiiq>ress strongly ou the minds of 
the Brigade Major.s the exactness with which they should examine every regi- 
mental return witli the preceding rcturiis in possession. An increase or ^lclM■ca^'' 
must must accurately be accounted for in the alterations, as well as all promotions 
and transfers, and all these bearing on the general efrectivc number, and tiie 
general total must he duly attended to. In like manner I have to hog you will most 
scrupulously and minutely exami.'i the brigade Mates previous to your making uj» 
your divismnal state, and satisfy your own mind that no error exists of the most 
minute kind prior to your dispatching the divisional return to itiy olfiee. 

'J'lic above instructions become absolutely necessary from the great inaeeurneies 
tbiit exist ill the states transmitted, on the IJith and I'ltb, by the cavalr}, lid division, 
and Brig. (ien. Pack’s brigade of Portuguese, and some others of more trifling 
nionKMit. 1 should hope by a due attention in future correctness may be obtained. 


The A. (I. to Mfjor A. A. (S. Jfitli July, 181 i. 

In reply to your letter of yesterday c\ening, I conceive the 2 serjennts (iiltliougli 
they are Stafl' serjeunts^ should be of course returned in (he eolinnn of serjuftiith, 
and coiiBequciitly accounted for us joined. 1 am not clear wlieth(‘r the driiimnerh 
ill the return are yet right, but 1 shall know wlien your return of tliis day arrives. 
With regard to the suggestion of allowing the slates to be made up at night and 
forwarded early the next morning, I have to ueciuaint you that this already’ 
occurred to me, and where divisions are situated at the distuiice of 1110 5111 division 
at I’ortalegre, it has been directed ; but where the camp of any division is .so near 
head quarters as tlu* Light division and the rest of the army, and wliere the object 
of the Commander of the Forces is to have the stale of tiie army made up to the 
very latest moment he can, tlicre seeiiiH no reusoii whatever why your divisional 
states of the morning cannot arrive here at 12, 1, or even 2 o'clock in the day (if 
from being at field exercise they arc prevented being sent sooner j. My object is 
to have them in the course of the day, so that in the evening I can scud his Kx- 
cellciicy the general state ; and if you require time in making your divisional 
return, there is also time wanted for the general state. If the states of the pre- 
ceding day were only to he received, the Commander of th'‘ Forces, instead of 
having an account of the army as far as possible on the day, would merely have 
it for the foregoing one; and although there might he little alteration, still, as his 
Excellency's orders are positive on the subject, and as it has been com]>lied with 
by all the divisions hitherto (though not with the accuracy it will ultimately be 
brought to), 1 have no ground.^ on which 1 can move the Commander of the 
Forces to make any oilier arrangeiueiil. 

The form of the 'Portuguese weekly state, as to columns, &c., should be the same 
as our own. 

' OL, V. 


M 
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The A,0, to Lieut. Col. Utley, A.A.G. ' l^tli July, 1811 

It is witli contiidemble satisfaction I received your letter, dated this day at noon, 
as, from tny conversation with the Lieut, (reneral commanding the cavalr 3 % 1 
uliiioBt believed from what he stated that we never should arrive at a correct state 
with the Portuguese cavalry. I am aware it has been very difficult, and 1 am per- 
suaded no |>o<tsible hlumc can attach to you ; but while I do you this justice, I 
think you will he equally disposed to allow, that if it had not been for our iin- 
reinittiiig correspondence, we should not, up to the ]>rescnt period, have arrived at 
that correctness which, having once obtained, 1 feel convinced we shall adhere to. 
All 1 desire is to have the cavalry state us soon in the day here as it can he made 
out ; and if it arrives even by 3 or 4 o’clock, provided it is correct, 1 shall be 
satisfied. 

I liave endeavored to express to the Lieut General iny anxiety that you should 
know 1 completely exonerate you from all neglect ; and the only thing I could 
animadvert on, ns far as yon were concerned, was the incorrect state coming 
without that remark, which aflerwards, on its being returned, you ]mt upon it 
when in possession (»f the Ideut. General. If all had exerted themselves as you 
have, the states would ha\e been long ere this correct. 

On sending y<»«r letters and correct states to the Coim»K»nder of the Forces, I 
represented Sir S. ('otton’s opinion, that the Adjutant of the — th was in general n 
very excellent and nttentive ofKcer ; and I have received his I’Xcellcncy's orders 
to desire \ou will state to the Lieut. General that thisofliccr may be released from 
Ins arrest, and permitted to return to his duty. 


To Marslisil Sii VV. C. IhMeaford, K.R. Quinta de S. Joiio, 17tli July, 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 12t]i and 13th. The breeze about 
the subsidy is a very curious eireumstaucc : I really believe that, up to 
the ]>re8eut day, it lias b(»eu overjMiid to the amount of about £200,000 
sterling ; and Inst year they reecived above a million in hard cash : Vithin 
the lost 2 nioiilhs they hav(* received above £200,000 in money, allowing 
25 per cent, for discount upon paper. 

The losses nt Alhuera, and the substitution of 1st for 2d battalions, will 
render it difficult to place even one brigade in Gen. Hamilton’s division. 
1 intended to liave placed there 2 brigades, and to have formed his divi- 
sion like the others, with only one Portuguese brigade, which we 
should then have been able to provision ; but we should not be able to 
provision 2 Portuguese brigades, with the means attached to one Britisu 
brigade, in addition to the Britlsli brigade. 

There is also another jioiiit to be adverted to in the consideration of 
this subject, and that is the growing deficiency of means of transport 
with all the Portuguese brigades in our divisions, particularly in the 5th 
division ; they have not mules sufficient to carry their ammunition ; in 
the 3d, 28 mules were driven away by their drivers 2 days ago, and in 
others there are deficiencies. I suspect that the Portuguese Commissaries 
don’t take care to feed the people attached to the mules ; for their life 
must latterly have been an easy one, and they have had but little to do, 
excepting to carry forage for their own beasts. Whatever may be the 
cause of desertion, however, the evil is a serious one, and must increase 
tlie difficulties of supplying the Portuguese troops by our commissariat, 
and in case of a march it will be quite impossible. 

I sec that there are some troops in motion in Cnstille towai*ds Ciudad 
Rodrigo, which is, 1 believe, with a view to provision the place, which 
Don Julian hod kept tolerably closely blockaded. 
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You may depend upon it that the return wliich I sent to Mr. Stuart of 
the state of the payments to tlie Portuguese troops was correct, as 1 re- 
ceived it from the regiments. Joaquim da Costa covers liimself under 
the usual Portuguese subterfuge, that he has sent the money; but it 
has been applied to some other purpose, and the troops have not re- 
ceived it. 

I have just received your letter of the 15th. As llallcsteros remains 
in Niebla, it is not so necessary to send militia into Algarve. I tliink we 
become more healthy every day. 

I enclose you a daily state, which will hliow you how we si-ind now in 
cavalry and infantry. I have had a great deal of trouble in getting this 
state, particularly from Madden’s brigade, in which 1 bedieve no return 
was kept; however, I believe it is at last light and regular. March is 
gone to Lisbon, and I shall bo much obliged to you if you will give him 
house and table room at Cintrn, where he iiroposes to go. 

As Marmont has moved, I shall move int(^ cantonments also to-morrow, 
having onr right about Estremoz, and our left at C’astcdlo Branco. I shall 
go to Portalcgre, and remain there for a short time, till all I expert join 
UR, when I have 2 or 3 different designs in eontempldtion. 

P.S. I enclose a paper with hut bad news. 

To Major (it'ii Peacockc. ik S. Joflo, 17th .lulj, iKll 

The horses of the 9th light dragoons are to he landed and given in 
charge to the men of the 2d hnssars, K. G. L., and otheis who may be at 
the depot at Belem, until they shall be hereafter distributed lo regimen I 
under orders from Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton. 

The men and officers of the 9th Hght d^-agoons, with their apiioint 
inents, &c., arc lo he embarked in infantiy transports, and to proceed to 
Sieily;^ for which purpose 1 request you to make the necessary applica- 
tion to A dm. Berkeley for transports, as well as for a sufficient number of 
horse transports to carry to Sicily tlic horses belonging to tlie officers of 
the 9th light dragoons. 

To Vice Aclm. the Hoii. G. Boikeley. Quinta do S. Joflo, 17tli July, Iftll. 

In order to explain the orders which I have received from the See. of 
State, regarding the 9tli light dragoons, in the readiest way, I have the 
honor to enclose a copy of th<‘ orders which I have given to Gen. Peaeoeke ; 
and 1 shall he very much obliged to you if you will order ships to conve^y 
this regiment to Sicily, and horse ships to convey the officers’ horses. I 
have been likewise directed to request you to send hack to Plymouth the 
horse transports which brought out the 9th light dragoons. 

To MeMTS. Brown and Reid. Quinta de S. JoOo, 17!li Jidy, IRll. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 13th in«t, and 1 
have referred to the consideration of the Commissary Gen. tlie ctffer which 
it contains, of the sale of certain oats, barley, and hay. I must inform 
you, however, that in every case of this description 1 consider myself 

* A subsequent arran^ient was made, and the 9tli light dragoons served in the P(*nin- 
sula until they returned to England in thes]iriiig of 1813. 

M 2 
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obliged to act fur ilte public as I would for an individual, that is to say, 
to purchase what the army require at the cheapest rate at which it can be 
procured, without any reference whatever to the loss of the seller. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sjr S. Cotton, Bart. Quinta do S. JoHo, 18th July, 1811. 

1 enclose a letter which I have just received, which shows an alteration 
of plan about tlie 9th dragoons, and probably it may not be necessary for 
Sir William to go to Lisbon just at present ; however, it is possible that 
the packet may bring the account of another change. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. JoHo, 16t1i July, 1611. 

Madden, who formerly cornjdained of hard work, now that he has no 
work, complains of starvation : 2 days ago his horses had been 6 days 
without corn ; and, having impiired on this subject from Mr. Tliomas, 
1 enclose his letter to Major Harvey. 

One of Madden’s brigades was to cross theT.'igus in the new distribution 
of the army ; but if they cannot be fed at Campo Maior, they cannot atiy 
where; and it would really be much better to draw all this cavalry to the 
rear, and feed them tliere, than keep them in front starving and plunder- 
ing, and consuming that which our own horses will want yet, viz., straw. 

P.S. Barbacena’s cavalry, and Nos. G and 9, are to go to Klvas. 

T<» the E«iil of Liverjwol. Qumta dc S. Jollo, 18th July, 1811. 

Since 1 bod the honor of addressing your Lordship on the 1 1th inst. I 
have received a particular account of the regiments composing the ^ Armk 
tir PortmjaV It consists of 24 regiments of French infantry, of which one, 
the 13()tti of the line, was not in Portugal during the last campaign, ond 
4 regiments of foreign infintry, and 1 1 regiments of cavalr}, .'1 of which 
were not in Portugal last cam})dign. All the troops which were in Por- 
tugal last campaign are now in this army, with the exce])tion of 17 batta- 
lions of the 9th corps, beloiuiing to regiments serving in the corps com- 
posing the army of the south, and 3 or 4 battalions of the Pth corps, also 
t)f the same de*4cription. 

Allowing very largely for the losses of the French army in the late 
operations in Portugal, I cannot suppose the regiments of French infantry 
to be reduced below from 1000 to 1200 men each, or the foreign infantry 
below 500 men each ; and on this ground I should suppose the ‘ Annie de 
PortugnV now to consist of from 28,000 to 30,000 infantry : 16 of the 
regiments of cavalry wbicli were in Portugal last campaign cannot now 
exceed from 200 to 250 men each ; but the 3 which were not in Portugal 
arrived fiom France in the last autumn, passed the winter in Castille, and 
now consist of 400 or 450 men each. According to this estimate the 
cavalry would amount to from 3500 to 4000 men. 

These estimates of the numbers of the Armiede PnrtugaV agree with 
the reports I have received of them from a very intelligent officer, Capt. 
Grant, of the 11th regt.,* who saw them march through the Puerto de 

Baiios, and with what I saw of them at tlie battle of Fuentes de Onoro, after 

•« 

* Knndo\<‘d in obfervatioii between the advanced posts of the armies. He afterwards 
commatided die 51th regt. in the East Indies. He died at Aix la Cha^ielle. 
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allowing for the deduction, from the force opposed to us on that occasion, 
of the hattalions of the 8th and Otli corps, since detaclied to the army of 
the south, and for the cavalry of the Imperial guard still remaining in 
Castille. The estimate of numbers also agrees with what the enemy have 
stated of their own force, and with the accounts which 1 have received of 
the numbers of particular divisions. 

Tlie ‘ Armeedf Portugal^ however, may be stronger tlian J suppose, as I 
have only a list of the regiments and battalions, and their distribution in 
divisions, but not u return <>f their strength. I know also that there are 3 
more regiments of cavalry belonging to this army blill in Castille, making 
the cavalry of the ‘ Armvt dv PorlmjaV 1 7 r(‘ginienl‘> of 4 8([iituironb eacli. 

From the r<*turn8 wdiich I have of the army of the south, and supposing 
tl)at the troops whieh joined Marshal Soull from Castille, \^ith (ien. Drouet, 
amounted to only (it)()0 men, 1 have estimated that the firce of infantry 
wdiieli he brought into Katremadura amounted to 2r),0()»t R. and F., and 
13 regiments of eavairy, making a total in the two armies of from 50,00(1 
to 55,000 infantry, exclusive of tlie garrison of ihidajoz, and 127 regimentA 
<»f cavalry, or ahoiit 7000 cavalry, besides artillery. 37118 estimate of tlio 
numhers of the army of the south likewise agiees with the accounts whieh 
I have reeeived of them from difleront quarters. 

In my dispatches of tlie llih in^t. 1 apj)ris(*d your Lordship that the 
5th rorpis d'armev, and the greatest part of the cavalry of the army of the 
south, had been left in Estreinadura, in communication with the ‘ Armvv de 
Portugal I and that from the returns I had reason to believe that the 5th 
corjis eonsi^sted of 12,000 effective infantry. This would leave in Estre- 
niadura at present about 40,000 effective infantry, exclusive of the genxison 
of IWiajoz; and between 5000 and 6000 caViilr . , besides artillery.* 

In the situation which Mar-shal Murniont will take upon the I'agus lie 
may assist or may receive assistance by his right frtmi Marshal BcKhieres 
in Cjistille, as well as assist or receive assistance from the .5th ro/y/.s d'artnue 
in Estremadura, and that is the motive for taking up this ])osition. I 
should imagine that Marslial Bessiercs could bring together about 10,000 
men, including Boiiet’s division, now in Leon, &c., and the Imperial guard. 

1 have now the honor to enclose to your J^ordship the lost weekly stale 
of the British troojis in Portugal, and the morning state of yesterday 
morning of the troops conqiosing the allied army actually in the field, 
from which your Lordship will observe that there are 44,^10 R. and F. 
of infantry ; and, taking the number of cavalry from the Imrses, 4299 ca- 
valry, of which 3073 arc Britisli, besides artillery. In tins state arc not 
included the 08th, 77th, 32d, and 26th regts., which have not yet joined 
the army; nor the 12th light dragoons; the whole of which, with reco- 
vered men from the hospitals, may be expected to add 5000 men to our 
numbers in the course of the next fortnight. 

With tliis force it becomes a question whctlier any and wliat operation 
shall be undertaken. With the fine and well equipped army which wc 
have, and with our cavalry in such good order as it is, and with the prospect 
of the renewal of hostilities in the north of Europe, I am most anxious not 
to allow this moment of the enemy’s comparative weakness to pass by, 
without making an effort to improve the situation of the allies in the 
• Sec Ap])eudix, No. VI. 
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Peninsulu; and I proceed to inform your Lordship of what 1 think of the 
different courses of operation which we may pursue. In the present 
season of the year it is quite impossible to undertake the siege of Badajoz. 
The loss of men from the heat of the weather and the unwholesomeness 
of the climate in Estremadura, if the troops should be obliged to perform 
any labor during the ensuing 0 weeks or 2 months, would exceed what 
might be expected in a general action. Besides, if this operation were to 
be attempted, Soult could without difficulty increase the army in Estre- 
madiira from 10,000 to 15,000 men, and the enemy would again have the 
superiority of numbers in the field. 

I had intended to endeavor to fall upon the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ if left to 
itself by Soult’s movement to the southward in consequence of Gen. Blake’s 
operations : i)ut from what I have stated to your Lordship of the relative 
numbers of the two armies now existing in Estremadura, you will observe 
that ours arc but little sujierior ; that we are inferior in that principal arm 
in this open country, cavalry ; and therefore that any success which we 
might derive in a general action, to which 1 might bring the ‘ Armee de 
Portugal* and the 5th coryjA rf*c/r/«cc, would not be very decisive ; and 
that, on the other hand, the loss which we should sustain, by the heat of the 
weatlicr and by the length of the marches which we should be obliged to 
make, in order only to get water, would be very great. 

The attempt to relieve Cadiz would certainly not succeed. The 5th 
eorph d* armee and the ‘ Armci de Portugal' would follow our movements to 
the south, if they did not attempt some offensive operation on the Portu- 
guese frontier in our absence , and we should meet in Andalusia the whole 
force which lately obliged us to raise the siege of Badajoz, with the addition 
to it of tlie force which wa«* left before Cadiz. 

The next operation which jiresents itself is the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
for which 1 have so far prepared as to have our battering train on the 
Douro. It would be necessary in this case to leave 10,000 or 12,000 men 
in Alcntejo, to watch the movements of the 5th corps d'armce^ which woul I 
reduce our force to about 45,000 men, to which Marmont and Bcssiercs 
would be equal, and superior in cavalry ; and if the 5th corps were to be 
moved to the north of the Tagus, to co-operate in the endeavor to oblige 
us to abandon our object, our troops in Alentejo would follow the move- 
ment. But still the enemy would be equal to us in numbers, and superior 
in cavalry. 

This enterprise, however, upon the whole promises best. We can derive 
some assistance from our militia in the north in carrying it into execution, 
and the climate in which the operation is to be carried on is not unfavor- 
able at this season. If it should not succeed, the attempt will remove the 
war to the strongest frontier of Portugal ; and, if obliged to resume the 
defensive, the strength of our army will be centrically situated, while the 
enemy’s armies of the north and of the south will be disunited. 

Under all these circumstances 1 am tempted to try this enterprise. But 
1 beg your Lordship to observe that 1 may be obliged to abandon it. In 
a case in which the relative force of th^ two armies will be so nearly 
balanced as in this, and particularly in bm operation in the Peninsula of 
Spain, it is impossible for me to foresee all the events which may lead to 
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this result. But the arrival of reinforcements to the cneniy, or further 
information of the enemy’s force, which should show them to be stronger 
than 1 now imagine them to be, or the falling off of the strengtli of our 
army, owing to the sickness of the troops, which I don’t now expect, 
would necessarily oblige me to abandon the enterprise. 

My intention, now, is to canton the army on the two banks of Uie Tagus, 
until the reinforcements have joined. In the mean time the train will be 
moved up the Douro, and tlie jirejmrations will he made for transporting 
it to Ciudad Rodrigo ; and, when these are completed, I propose to put the 
army in motion to attempt the siege of tli.it place, if 1 should find that 
circumbtanccs afford a chance of success. 

To the Earl of LiveqKiol. Qoiutu de S. JoHo, iSili J 11 I 3 , ial 1. 

The *• A fie Portugal broke up from iheir position on llie (luiidianu 

on tlie 14th inst., and have moved Lowanls 'rruxillo. 

1 have not yet heard that any troops had jmssrd that town towards Al- 
mara/, or tliat the cavalry which had been about Tahivera and Jjohon Jiacl 
retired farther than Merida. But their intentif>n is certainly to take a 
position on the Tagus, wliich shall be centrical to the north as w«‘ll as to 
the south, from which they could move with facility to either quai i(*r to 
which our operations may he directed, and m wliidi they can receive the 
assistance of tlie troops in Old Castille or in JCstnunadura, if they shonhl 
require it. They arc fortifying the old castle of Medellin, as well as tliut 
at l^ruxillo, from which circumstance I judge that the communication 
between the Armeede PortagaP and the 5th ror/M* </V//7//<r will heearri(*d 
across the Guadiana, by the bridge of Medellin. 

As the circumstances which induced in to occujiy the position in which 
the army now is no longer exist, I propo,-. to canton the trooj.* for the 
jiresent along the frontier, in those towns reported to he htvilthy, witli lh(‘ 
right at Kstreinoz, and tlie left across the Tagus, at Gastello Branco ; and 
the troops are already in inovemcnl with that object in view. 

Gen. Blake embarked liis corps in the month of the Guadiana on the tilli, 
leaving Gen. Ballesteros’ divishm of troops, and the cavalry of the .5tli army, 
still in the Condado de Nicblu. The troops sailed on tlie I3lh ; and (jcn. 
Ballesteros was near Ayamonte by the last accounts. As soon as (Jen. 
Blake’s corps embarked, the body of the enemy’s troojis which had marclied 
toward.s the Guadiana, and by the last account 1 sent your Lordship had 
turned towards Cartaya, retired from the frontier towards San Lucar, 
having heaid probably that one of tlie objects which Gen. Blake had in 
vi(*w when he embarked was to make an attack upon that ])lucc. 

1 understand that the troops belonging to the 4ih corps, which Marshal 
Soult had brought into ICstrciiiadura, had marched towards Granada, so 
that there remain in Andalusia the Ist corps and the reserve; the 5th corps 
and the greatest part of the cavalry being in Estremadura. 

1 have heard nothing more of the action which it was rcjioitcd hud been 
fought near Astorga ; and 1 have reason to believe that there was no 
foundation for the report upon that subject which Gen. Silveira forwarded 
to me. 

There is nothing new on the side of Valladolid, excepting that King 
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Joseph had returned to Spain, and it is said arrived at Burgos with an 
escort of about 3000 men on the 5th inst. It is reported that he was to 
be followed by large reinforcements ; but no troops had arrived at Bayonne 
when I last heard from thence. 

A detachment of about 1000 men of the garrison of Salamanca had 
marched towards Bejar on the 10th, apparently to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, 
which place Don J ulian had for some time held closely blockaded. 


Metnoraiidum for Cols. Framiiigliam and Fletcher, and Mr. Kennedy. 

Quinta dc 8. Juflu, 10th July, IRll. 

1. The heavy ordnance and stores, and engineers* stores, now embarked 
in the transports in the Douro, being required at Ciudad Rodrigo, mea- 
sures must be adopted to remove them thither. 

2. They must be removed into boats at Oporto, and carried by water 
to Lam ego. 

3. At Lnmego they must be landed, and the ordnance removed at once 
by 384 pairs of bullocks to Traneoso. The stores, that is to say, 350 
rounds for each 18 pounder and 24 pounder gun, and 100 rounds for each 
10 inch mortar, to be removed to Traneoso, on 892 country carts, 

^ The engineers’ stores to be removed to Traneoso upon 200 country 
carts. 

.5. The 892 carts, mentioned in No. 3, to be unloaded at Traneoso, and 
to return to Lamego, to bring up to IVancoso the remainder of the stores. 

0. Upon the arrival of the 2d quantity of stores at Traneoso, the 
whole ordnance, and the stores for 350 rounds a gun and for 160 rounds 
each mortar, on 892 carls, and the engineers* stores on 200 carts, to move 
to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

7. The ordnance stores to be unloaded at Ciudad Rodrigo, and the 892 
carts to return to Traneoso for the 2d convoy. 

G. O. Quinta doH BdnliM, 19tli July, 1611. 

1 . Tlie Conimnndpr of the Forces requests that the Coninianding officers of regiments will 
reporf to tiio Q. M. (i. wlictiier (Ijc clothing of their regiments has arrived at Lisbon. 

2. They am likewise retpiested to rr{K)rt to the Q. M. G. their opinion at what time it 
mil lie necessiiry that it should lie brought to the regiments to be issued to the troops. 

a, * * ♦ * * * ♦ 

4 . The siisfiension of quarter master is to commence this day. 

5. The Coniniunder of the Forces desires that Mr. may be called upon the parade of 

the 2d butt. — regt., to he formed for that purpose, and may be informed that when Mr. 

A * « declined to sujiply liim with the means of conveyance which was necessary to 
enable him to perform the duty on which he was detached from his regiment, be ought to 
have re]>orted the circumstance to his cunmiauding officer, and ought nut to have been 
guilty ofdisohtsUunce of the orders of the army, and an act of violence which led to other 
disorders by the yaxiy under his command, and to impTO]>rr liehaviour towards Ids superior 
officer. Lieut. -- ■ , of which the General Court Martial have found him guilty. 

0. One of the motives for the rejieated orders which have lieeii issued that the soldiers 
might not he employed in pressing articles from the country, is to avoid the abuse of which 
they are generally guilty in forcing money from the inhabitants for the release of whutthey 
ha\e lukeii hy violence; hut whatever may be the cause of tlie issue of any order, obedi- 
<nee is the safe mode of proceeding in every instance, and the officers of the army must, 
long lieiore this time, have been aware of the necessity of attending to the G. O. of the 
('oinmunder of the Forces. 

7. Inconvenience may be felt at times by some individuals by their operation, but it 
must 1 h> suflered in on extended service as that is on which the army is employed, and it is 
trifling m comjiarison with the general interests and individual convenience for which these 
orders are riib'iilalod to provide. 

b. Ml. ib hereby reprimanded. 
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8. Col. Framingham to order from Lisbon to Onorto 1600 barrels of 
powder, to complete the quantity at that place to what will be sufficient 
for the shot and shells with the battering train. 

9. Major Dickson is requested to proceed to Oporto, in order to super- 
intend the removal of the ordnance and stores from thence, and Col. 
Fletcher will send there an officer of the engineer department. 

10. These officers will communicate with the gentlemen employed by 
the Commissary Gen. to collect the necessary boats and carts ; and the 
matter should be arranged in such a manner as tliat the stores would be 
at Lamego at the time the carU would be ready to remove them. 

11. The 2 companies of British artillery now at Lisbon to Im> ordered 
to Oporto by sea. 

12. Probable lime these operations will take 

12 days for Major Dickson’s journey to Oporto. 

6 . . for the removal of the storeb and ordnance to the boats. 

6 . . from Oporli» to Ijamego. 

8 . . from the boats to Lamego 

4 . . from Lamego to Trancoso. 

4 . . carts to return and load 

4 . . 2 tri})s to Trancoso. 

6 , . to Ciudad Rod»-igo. 

6 . . to return to Trancof-o. 

G . . to bring the 2d quantity of stores. 

62 days. 

To Major Gen. Pracocke. Quinta de S. Jo&o, 10th .Tidy, IRi • 

I request you to apply to Adm. Berkeley fr ’ ’ansports to convey to 
Oporto 2 companies of the Royal British artillery, which you will direct 
to embark wlien the transports shall be ready, and, on the arrival of tlieho 
companies at Oporto, they arc to place tliemsclvcs under the orders of 
Major Dickson. 

Ti) Major Geng. Picton, Campbell, and Slade. Quinta de S. Joilo, 20th July, Ibl 1. 

I have the honor to inform you that Don Carlos de Espana has been 
appointed to command and to superintend all Spanish affairs in Castille, 
and that part of Estremadura north of the Tagus ; and 1 reijucsl you to 
communicate with him on the public service, and to give him countenance 
and support as far as may be consistent with the instructions which you 
will have received. 

I request you to forward to head quarters any letters that he may send 
to you for that purpose. 

To Rear Adm. the Hon. A. Legge. Quinta de S. JoBo, 20th July, 181 1. . 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 15th, announcing 
your arrival at Cadiz, to relieve Adm. Sir R. Keats ; and 1 assure you 
that I shall have great satisfaction in communicating and in co-operating 
yithyou, to forward the public service. Mr. Wellesley will make you 
acquainted with the state of affairs in this quarter. 
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To Manlial Sir W. C. Beretford, K.B. Quinta de S. Jo&o, 20tb July, 1811. 

In the existing situation of affairs 1 think it not impossible that I may 
he able to make the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, although the prospect that 
I should he able to effect that operation is become less favorable since 
the accounts have arrived of the fall of Tarragona. However, we shall 
have a very fine army of little less than 60,000 men, including artillery, 
in the course of about a fortnight ; and 1 don’t see what 1 can do with it, 
to improve the situation of the allies, during the period in which it is 
probable that, the enemy’s attention being taken up with the affairs of the 
north of Europe, we shall be more nearly on a par of strength with him, 
excepting we undertake this operation. I have, therefore, at all events, 
ordered Uie battering train up the Douro, and the preparations to be made 
for moving it from Lamego ; and Dickson goes to Oporto to-morrow to 
superintend these arrangements. There would be no difficulty in them if 
we hail been able to save Almeida : however, it is useless to lament what 
cannot ho easily remedied. 

It will he necessary that the militia of tlie Tras os Montes, at least of 
the northern provinces, should be under arms during tids operation, and 
that we should liave the assistance of all that, in Beira, whether for work 
or for other objects. These regiments should, therefore, be immediately 
embodied in tlieir districts, and they can afterwards be assembled in large 
corps. 1 expect that in 7 weeks I shall have matters in preparation for 
this enterprise ; but before that time it will be necessary to liave troops 
on foot in Beira, to cover the movement of stores, &c. ; this will give the 
army something more than a month in cantonments. 


To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.H. Quluta de S. Jo&o, 20th July, 181 1. 

I received last night your letter of the 16th. In respect to the pro- 
tections from the recruiting laws of persons in the private service of 
individuals in the British army, I shall be very much obliged to you if 
you will let me know wliat is the law, and the practice under the law, in 
regard to the private servants of the Portuguese officers, and the nobility 
and the gentry, and 1 shall desire to have the same exemptions in favor of 
persons in the private service of individuals in the British army. 

1 think I may reasonably claim the same exemption for them, because, 
generally speaking, every man thus employed saves a man to the ranks. 
There may be abuses on our side ; but 1 believe I can prove tliere is op- 
pression on that of the Portuguese government. The officers of the 
government in general have been very uncivil to our officers lately, and 
there exists a very general disposition among them to quarrel and com- 
plain for very trifling causes, and that disposition is not a little encou- 
raged by the government. 1 should not like to see the convenience which 
an officer derives from his servant depend upon any Portuguese authority ; 
as, in their present disposition, 1 should be certain that the servant would 
be obliged to march, unjustly perhaps, whenever it should suit the Por- 
tuguese authority to manifest his dislike. 

I have received your letters of the l*Hli and 18th. 
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To Afarsiial Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quiiifa de S. Jofto, 20th July, 1811, 7} p.m. 

We have with our train at Oporto one half of the powder which is 
necessary for our enterprise, which I communicated to you this day ; and 
I cannot discover exactly whether or not we have any more at Lisbon, or 
how much we have received from England of the different quantities for 
which 1 have written, or wliat we have done with any portion of it. 
We ought to have received 4000 barrels, besides what we had with our 
train. 1 believe we received 6000 barrels, and I know that Gen. llowurth 
told me we had 7000 barrels when I ordered the last 2000 barrels for 
Elvas, and we ought to have therefore now 5000 barrels; but I can get 
no information upon any thing here. 1 therefore request that upon the 
receipt of this letter you will make inquiry wliat quantity of powder 
either we have, or tlie Portuguese 8t(»res have, or the Admiral has to spare, 
and send off to Oporto without loss of time lOOO barrels : there must be 
a large quantity of i^owder in the works which could be brought down, 
and it is desirable that this quantity should be sent as soon as possible 
from any place to O}>orto. 

On the 6th June 1 wrote to England for 4000 barrels of f>owder, 2000 
to be sent immediately, and 20(X) hereafter; and, if you should not he 
able to send any powder from Lisbon, I beg you to explain tlie circum- 
stance to tlic Admiral, and ask him to order a vessel to cruise off Oporto 
for the ])owder ships, and to take them in there. 

In cose you should not be able from our stores, from your stores, or 
from the Admiral’s, to send any powder to Oj)t)rt(), 1 beg you to get the 
Admiral to send the enclosed letter to England by an express vessel. 

P.S. It occurs to me that there is a very large quantity of powder in 
the British stores at Cadiz ; and I beg you to iiifjuire upon this point from 
Gen. Graham, and, if there should be any, lo bi*nd it immediately, and to 
order to Oporto what we want, if our wants cannot be fiupjdied from 
Lisbon ; it can easily be replaced when ours shall arrive from England. 
I have written to my brother to have preparation made to send off the 
powder as soon as your requisition shall arrive, for any quantity not ex- 
ceeding 1600 barrels. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Quinta de S Jo2o, 20th July, 181 1. 

1 received last night your letter of the 15th, and 1 now enclose my last 
dispatch, and a confidential dispatch w^hich I wrote to Lord Liverpool on 
the 18th. The fall of Tarragona will make some difference in the calcu- 
lations on which my design is founded; but I have ordered the pre- 
parations for it, and 1 shall continue them till 1 find the plan to be im- 
practicable. 

I am not sufficiently acquainted witli the state of affairs in Murcia to 
decide whether it is right or necessary to increase the army in that quarter. 
You may depend upon it, however, that that army cannot be increased to 
such a degree as to enable it to make any effectual or useful progress 
even against the 4th corps, which Soult has reinforced, by sending back 
the division belonging to it which he had brought into Estremadura, much 
less such a progress against the whole army of the south. But it might 
he necessary to reinforce the army of Murcia, to enable it to hold its 
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ground, which, however, from all that I have heard of the country, I am 
inclined to doubt. Tlie reinforcement of the army of Murcia, therefore, 
is neither more nor less Uian a rank job, and a very dangerous one in 
these times. 

In my opinion Uie most interesting points at present in Spain are the 
Sierra de Honda and the Condado de Niebla. The former, if the S])aniard8 
should be obliged to act alone, is the fittest scene of their operations, and 
they would always have a retreat upon Gibraltar : the latter, if they are 
to combine their operations with ours, is the best, because the comiiiuni* 
ration is shorter and more certain, and they would have a secure retreat 
into Portugal. In either case they could be supplied with facility from 
Cadiz, or they could be drawn Uiithcr if the enemy were to prepare for a 
serious attack upon tliat position. 

A corps of 10,000 or 12,000 men, well equipped, in the Sierra de 
Honda, or the Condado de Niebla, would be a thorn in the enemy’s side, 
to which he must pay attention ; would be an effectual diversion for our 
operations ; and, if in Uie latter, would be ready cither to join us through 
Portugal, or to march upon Seville, if we should be able, in a later period 
of the season, to make another attack upon Badajoz. It may be depended 
ujion that, if the allies can only get hold of Seville for a few hours, the 
enemy must raise the siege of Cadiz ; and therefore it would appear most 
desirable for the Spaniards to turn their attention seriously to that ob- 
ject. But it must be seriously. It must be attempted with a corps of 
10,000 or 12,0()0 men, well equipped with what is necessary to obtain 
success, and in some degree disciplined ; and, if they once make such an 
establishment in one of those quarters, not only is their retreat secure, 
but the enemy must attend to them, or must give up Seville and the siege 
of Cadiz. 

This is the object I had in view when I proposed to Gen. Blake to go 
to the Condado de Niebla, when he declined to join himself to us, aft‘r 
the last siege of Badajoz. But he has since embarked, and he looks io 
other objects, which are quite imjiracticable, as he may depend upon it 
are all offensive operations with the Spanish troops in their existing state ; 
and he will find tliat not only they are impracticable, but that he removes 
himself and his troojis from the real scene of action, in which he might 
be of some use, if he would remain quiet. I have not talked with 
Costaiios or any body upon this plan. The truth is, tliat it is impossible 
for any rational man to talk to any of them. They are visionaries and 
entliusiasts, who will not look at things as they really are ; and, although 
they can’t be ignorant of the truth of all we say of the miserably in- 
efficient state of their army, they talk and act as if it was an army, till 
some dreadful disaster happens, and they are highly offended if in any 
discussion the truth, which ought never to be concealed in such a dis- 
cussion, is even hinted. 

1 make you acquainted, however, with my intentions, and my opinion 
of the mode in which the Spanish force under Gen. Blake could assist 
me most effectually, and you will judge%from circumstances whether the 
subject can be brought forward usefully at^ll, and in what manner. 

Austin, who {las some sources of intelligence in Andalusia, tells me 
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that the French intend to make a serious attempt u])on Cadiz. The re- 
moval of the cannon from Badajoz looks like that plan, hut it may he 
also with a view to the attack of Carthagenn, whicli Soult had in contem- 
plation. 1 understand that the Spanish government, with their usual want 
of foresight, discontinued the works for the defence of the Isla and the 
communication with tlie Isla, as soon as they were able to send sonu^ of 
the troops away in the end of February last, and have not yet resumed 
them ! The tlioiigljtlessness of this nation is too had ! ! 

Wluil do you mean sliould be done about tiie 47th regl. ? 

P.S. Just to hhow you what kind of peoj)lc even the best of these 
Spaniards are, 1 mention that A bad ia, who took leave of me at Klvas about 
7 weeks ago, after having remained in that neighbourhood n<*arly 3 weeks, 
is still at Lisbon. They say lie ib hick ; hnt a journey would recovei him. 
If he had gone when he ought, his army would now have been ready for 
action. As it is, tlie season for any fi]>eration on llie const will be over 
before he will reaeli Coniiia, and thei, there is work lor 2 months in 
organization, &c. 

To the Ul. lion. II. I^elloslry Quiiitii ili* S Joun, 20tli July, 181 1 

I am rather appreliensive that I bhall want from 1200 to 1000 barrels 
of gunpowdei, to complete the eijnijmient necessary to eniihle me to 
carry on the operation which you wmII find, in my letter of the l^tli, to 
the Sec. of State, I intended to carry on. I liave desired Heresford, wlio 
is at LiOion, to apply for assistance to the British stores at (’adiz, if he 
sliould not find what we want in our or the Portuguese stores, oi in the 
Admiral’s ships ; and I request you to tell Gen. Cooke that 1 beg that 
any (juantity of juiwder which may be in the British stores at Cadi/ fnot 
exceeding 1600 barrels) may be shipped and ♦ ady to he sent off at a 
moment’s notice, when he sliall receive a refiuisition for it from Sir W 
Beresfurd. 1 will replace what he will send. 

T(i tin* Eail of Livorpuol. Quinta do S. JoRo, 2ni!i July, 181 J 

Since I wTOte to you on the 18th inst. I have hud reason to believe llml 
we have not in Portugal the quantity of powder necessary to cnalile me to 
carry on the enterprise wliieli I then informed yonr Lordship I intended 
to undertake. I therefore trust that your Lordsliip will have ordered out 
immediately 2000 of the 4000 barrels of powder which I requested to liave 
on the Oth June ; and if they should not have been sent before your Lord- 
ship will receive this letter, 1 beg that you will send them to Oporto with- 
out loss of time. 

Tu the Earl of Liverpool Quinta de S. JoRu, 20tli July, 1811. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal Sir \V. Bereaford, in which he has de- 
sired that the number of medical officers attached to the Portuguese army 
may be increased from 12 to 20, and that measures should be taken to 
replace those become non-effective on account of ill health. 

I would beg to recommend on this point the atloption of the rule which 
I have made in respect to Staff appointments attached to the British army, 
viz., diat those who hold them shall receive no emolument on account of 
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them, if absent from their duty on account of their health for a greater 
length of time than 2 months, unless their absence should have been occa- 
sioned by wounds. However severe it may appear to deprive an officer 
of his emoluments, whose absence may be occasioned by illness acquired 
in the performance of his duty in a bad climate, still, adverting to the 
abuse of sick certificates, and considering the right which the public have 
to expect that tliose paid for performing the duty of a Staff employment 
shall be efficient, 1 conceive that the justice of the rule will be found to 
preponderate over its severity. 

To fhe Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. J 0 S. 0 , 20tli July, 1811. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, in which he has en- 
closed one from Mr. Wellesley, conveying the offer of the Spanish 
government to appoint SirW. Beresford a Captain General in the Spanish 
array, in testimony of their apjirobation of his conduct in the battle of 
Alhuera, upon which I request your Lordship h) state the pleasure of 
11.R.H. the Prince Regent. 


Tht A,G, to Capt. — , regt. 20th July, 1811. 

It is with much concern the Commander of the Forces has received the enclosed 
reports from tlie oflicersi oominanding the — and — regts. respecting your conduct 
at Abranles. llis Excellency feels great regret that an officer in >our situation 
should have charges of such a nature preferred against you ; but he owes it equally 
to} our character and the service that a public investigation should immediately 
take place of tlie ciieuniHtanceB that have oceuiTed, and liis Excellency will be 
happy if you can exonerate yourself from such allegations as have been made. I 
have written to Col. Langley, ns senior officer at Abrantos, to place you under an 
arrest preparatory to your trial commencing, which will take place on the arrival 
of the head (piurters tif the army at Portalegre, to which place you will repair 
when desired by Col. Laiiglo}. You will deliver over to the next senior officer 
all details, instructions, and correspondence belonging to the hospital station, 
of which he will asauuie tin* cliargc until further orders. 1 should recommend you 
to collect all your evidences and documents on the coses in point, to have ready 
for the Dcp. Judge Advocate, with whom you may communicate. 

To Major Oeii. R. Craufuid. Quinta de S. Jo&u, 2lBt July, iNll. 

1 have received your note about Col. Barnard. Pakenham consented 1o 
the arrangement you ])ruposed as soon as it was proposed to him ; and 1 
intended to send him to your division, but 1 waited till 1 should receive 
the report of the medical board on Beckwith’s case. I am not certain, 
however, that the most convenient arrangement for the public service will 
not be that which you have proposed for the temporary command of the 
brigade, and Pakenham will do with pleasure whatever I wish him to do. 

To Geii. Leite, Governor of Klvas. Quinta do S. Jofl,o, 21st July, 1811. 

I send herewith a soldier who was concerned in the robbery of the house 
of Joana Euphemia Rita Silveira, in Elvas, about which 1 wrote to you in 
the month of March last, and who can point out the persons who bought 
from him some flax stolen in the said house. I request you to send 
officer with him, to have the person pointed out who bought the flax, and 
that you will have tins purchaser of property, which he must have known 
was stolen, dealt with according to lavf,and that the owner of Uie property, 
J. E. R. Silveira, may have her property again. 
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To Col. Auitin. Quinta dc S. Joflo, 21ft July, 1811. 

Adverting to my letter to you of the 13th, requesting you to form a 
magazine upon the Guadiana, for the supply of the Spanish troops, in case 
they should be obliged to retire into Portugal, 1 have to inform you that 
I have desired Mr. Kennedy to send from the Tagus to the mouth of the 
Guadiana a supply of flour and of forage corn fur the magazine, as, under 
existing circumstances, it is much mure easy for us to send these articles 
than to send money to purchase them. They will be entirely at your 
disposal. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Qinnta tie S Julio, 21'«( July, 1811. 

I have received your note of the 19th; and I conceive that the same 
circumstances which render it expedient that you should be supplied with 
horses, hy some public arrangement, apply to your aides de cain]>, Captains 
Hope and Stanhope ; and 1 heg you will take us many of the horses sent 
out for the oflicers of the cavalry as you ina^ think proper. 

You will have seen in my dispatch of the 18lh that the enemy have 
moved; the cavalry left Merithi on the 17th, when Cocks arrived there, 
and the army of Portugal are going into cantormients on the two banks of 
the Tagus. It is said tfiat the .Mb eorjH have moved likewise; but this I 
doubt. We are going into cantonments likewise ; and, us we are becoming 
very strong, 1 propose to endiavor to obtain possession of (^udad Rodrigo. 
Some tiiiK* will elapse before the train, which is on the Donro, can he 
brought up ; in the mean time the troops mny as well be out of the sun. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta cle S. Jo&o. 2Ut July, 181 1 

The letter from Dorn M. Forjaz, to which 1 referred in mine ^ the 
14th, is written to Marshal Reresford, and is flai tlte 1st .Inly. It relates 
principally to the forts of Elvtui, Cainpo Maior, &c. ; but the last para- 
graph, to which 1 refer, and of which I now enclose a co))y, goes to assert 
that the subsidy has not been regularly paid. This I deny ; and the asser- 
tion ought to be contradicted. 

To His Excellency C. Stiuit. Quiiitu de S Joilo, 2lBt July, 1811. 

1 beg you to inform the Portuguese government that it is my intention 
to repay to the government the sums which have bwn advanced hy Gen. 
Silveira by my desire. The delay which has taken place in transmitting 
an answer has been occasioned only by the necessity of putting the trans- 
action into an official shape, and of making those who haVe received the 
advances from Gen. Silveira accountable through the several departments 
in which they are serving. 

To the Karl of Liver])6ol. Quinta de S. Jofto, 2lBt July, 181 1 . 

It appears by accounts which I have received from Mr. Wellesley, dated 
the 15th inst., that Tarragona was taken by storm on the 28th June ; the 
47th rcgt.,and the other troops which Gen. Graham had lately sent to tliat 
quarter from Cadiz, having arrived on the preceding day in the roads. 1 
heg to draw your Lordship’s attention to Gen. Graham’s dispatcli of the 
14th June, and its enclosures, upon the subject of sending to Tarragona 
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the 41th rcgt., and the plan of recruiting, and other arrangements con- ^ 
nected with that measure, upon which 1 request to have your Lordship’s 
orders. 

1 likewise beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the future arrange- 
ments for the command at Cadiz, the troops at which place are now con- 
sidered part of this army. The General officer in command there has, 
however, always reported directly to the Sec. of State, and received his 
orders immediately from your Lordship; and I have not always been 
made acquainted with your Lordship’s instructions; nor have I known 
whether the measures adopted there have been founded upon them. As 
long as there was in command at Cadiz an officer of the rank and character 
of Gen. Graham, I liad no objection to tliis system. But I beg to inform 
your Lordship, that I cannot conceive myself responsible for the acts or 
conduct of any General officer on whom the command at Cadiz may de- 
volve, unlefas the correspondence with the Sec. of State is carried on 
through me, and I am made uccpiainted regularly with your Lordsliij)’s 
wislies and intentions regarding that place. It appears to me that the best 
plan would be to consider the troops at Cadiz, as those at Gibraltar are, a 
distinct command. 


A.(7. to Lifut. Col. IjangUtj^ U, //’. Tram. 'ilst July. ISJ 1. 

llis Excellency the ('oiiiinaiider of the Forces, having directed that ('apt. , 

of the — regt., shull be forthwith brought before a General Court Martial at For- 
tnlegre for inflicting coq)orul ])unishinent upon 2 soldiers for supposed oflences 
not eoiiimitted within the view of the Assist. Provost Marslial wdio put the same 
into execution, I have to request that this Assist. Provost Marshal, private' 

of the 1st hatt. «ld (iunrds, private — ■■■'■ of the 42d regt., and 

any other evidences who may have a kiiowdcdge of the fact, may be ordered to 
proceed to Portalcgre w'itb tlic least possible delay. 

To Lii-ul. Gen. Sir S. (^^ottun, Hart. Quinta de S. Jofto, 22(1 July, 1811, 8 a.m. 

'IVll Dc Grey to send me the usual certificate of his health. 1 can’t 
allow any officer to quit the army on any plea whatever, excepting that of 
ill health. 

In regard to , surely no man can contend that the want of a 

daily state for so many days was not a ground of complaint. Upon that 
ground 1 ordered the person responsible to the Adj. Gen. (of whom in the 
first instance I complained) to he put in arrest ; and, upon being informed 

that ’s inferiors were in fault (for fault there was), 1 said, let 

them be put in arrest. I don’t think there is any tiling unreasonable or 

harsh in all this ; and with every good disposition towards , he 

must not expect that 1 shall recall any thing I have ever authorised to be 
written respecting any body, on any omission of duty in the army. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B^ Quinta de S. Jo&o, 22d July, 1811. 

Brito was with me last night, and told me that he was obliged to go to 
tlie sea coast for the sake of bathing, upon which subject he will probably 
apply to you. He leaves at Elvas a person who has always assisted him 
in giving intelligence, who he says is capable. Do you mean to promote 
Brito ? It is certainly hard upon an officer to employ him out of the line 
of his profession, and then not to promote**him in his turn ; at the same 
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Tim€ it does not answer to promote those who have no knowledge of their 
duty. However, the practice of aggregado and grada^ao may enable you 
to overcome the difficulty which certainly exists in this case. 

To Vice Adm. tbe Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. JoOo, 22d July, IRII. 

1 have received your letter of the 20th inst., and, in consequence of the 
orders brought out by the Herring schooner, it is expedient to suspend 
the arrangement which 1 had proposed in my letter of the 17lh, for send- 
ing to Sicily the officers and men of the 9th light dragoons. 1 think it 
probable, however, that the arrangement, as originally projtosed, will be 
resumed ns soon as it shall he known in England that 1 have brougld from 
Cadiz to Lisbon the dismounted hussars of the ‘2d to be mounted 

on the horses of the 9th light dragoons. 


To Ills Excellency C. Stimil. Quinta de S. Jono, 22(1 July, 1811 

1 return the letter to Marshal Heresford, in which I have marked the 
paragraph of which I complain. 1 '^ent you a copy of it yesterday. 

1 observe that J)om M. Forja/’** last note conliiin‘‘ tlie same iiiifoimdcd 
statement, viz., that the subsidy h\^ been in arrear, whieh I jiositively 
deny; and what I aver, viz, ihat it lias always been in advance, lan he 
clearly ])rovod by a refrTence to the state of the ])ayincnts at iny one 
period since June, 1809. 

IVe cannot negotiate a loan here without the aulhoiity of l^iiliainont, 
which is a very short answer to Doin M. Forjaz’s proposal to raise money 
by loan, llesides, if we could raise money in that manner, the Lntisli 
army must have their share of it 

The question of mom*y hcconies more serious every day ; so much so, 
that Mr. Kennedy is going down to Lisbon to endeavor to efTect an im- 
provement. If this improvement cannot be effected, we must become 
bankrupt, as we have not a shilling. 

We Lave got but very little for the Algerines besides my siibseriptirm • 
but that little shall be sent to you. 


Tu the Rt. lion. H. Wellesley. Quinta de S. JuOo, 22d July, 1R11. 

I have received another account this day of the enemy’s preparations at 
Seville, which it is reported are intended either to push^with vigor an 
attack upon Cadiz, or to destroy Frcyre ; the latter would lead to an 
attack upon Carthagena, which we know Soult has in view. 

It is very extraordinary tliat we should hear of these designs, and not 
the Spanish government ; and particularly that they sliould have had no 
intelligence, and have taken no notice, of the collection of lieavy ordnance 
at Seville from Badajoz. They may depend up<m it tliat tliis e()iiipment 
has not been brought to Seville for no object, and that, if it hugins to 
move upon Cadiz, it is the enemy’s intention to make a serious attack 
upon the position there. You will of course send me the earliest intelli- 
gence you will receive of this design, and 1 will take care to reinforce 
Cadiz in time with some of our troops, hut the Spaniards must look 
themselves a little to tliis subject, and must complete tlic works. 

\ OL. V. N 
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Tu the Juit (le Fora, at Borba. Quinta de S. JoBo, 23d July, 1811. 

1 send herewith a soldier in the British army, who was lately concerned 
in committing a robbery at Elvas, in the house of Joana E. R. Silyeira ; 
and lie sold some of the articles stolen, viz., sheets and a table cloth, for 
5 dollars, to a woman at Borba, whom he will point out to you. I beg 
you to attend, and see .this person, and that you will recover the sheets, 
and send them to Elvas to the woman. I likewise request you to carry 
into execution the law against the woman who purchased the sheets, &c., 
as she must have known them to be stolen. 

To Marslial Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Portalef^e, 21th July, 1811. 

I am sorry to observe that the government continue so unwilling to 
adopt the measures which you think necessary to supply what is required 
for their army, and at tlie same time to save as much as possible the ex- 
penditure of money ; hut there i*. one very easy remedy, and that is, to 
onler from Kngland the articles which you think it necessary to have, and 
when they arrive their value shall he carried to account as so much 
subsidy. 

If the government don’t choose to adopt measures to feed their cavalry, 
and the brigades of infantry, on the I Portuguese establishment, I wish 
they would say so, in order that we might send these troops to the rear, 
and that I might not be supposed to have 50,000 men, when in reality 
I have not 40,000 for action. It would also be but fair towards me, if 
the memhors of the government would explain to the Prince Regent of 
Portugal that they can’t maintain their army upon the frontier, that His 
Royal Highness might lay aside some of the prejudices which he has 
imbibed against me. 

In respect to Madden and Colinan, I confess I think the latter has the 
belter claim to obtain his British rank of the two. 1 think it as weB to 
leave botli till an opportunity shall occur fur the Portuguese govemnioiit 
to make the request from the British government. 


G. O. Pintalpgrp, 83d July. ISll. 

1. The Commander of the Forces recalls to the recollection of Ghiueral officers com- 
manding divisions and brigades the orders which have been repeatedly given out lespect- 
ing the use of bullock can to convey baggage ; he trusts that he shall not have occasion 
to observe any deviation from the orden in (\iture. 

2. The medicine pdiiiiiera of tlie surgeons of regiments are not to be carried on the cart 
destined to carry the packs of any meii who may be taken ill on a march. The surgeons 
of regiineiits are allowed for a mule to carry the medicine panniers, which must be used 
for this and no other jiurpose. 

3. Tlie ufficciB commanding regiments arc requested to take care not to require more 
clothing, &c. from their stores at Lisbon than they can deliver out to the soldiers; and the 
carts employed to bring up these abides must forthwith on their arrival at the cantonment 
of the regiment he delivered over tu the Commissary attached to the brigade. 

4. It is impossible to supply carts to draw after the regiments the superfluous clothing 
which they may have had brought up from Lisbon. 

5. The Commander of the Forces again requests the attention of the General officers 
commanding the divisions and brigades of cavalry os well as of infantry tu the discipline 
of the troops, Portuguese as well as British. 

6. The accuracy of all formations and nssvemeiits of large bodies depends upon the 
officers of the staff ; and the Commander of the Bmrees expects, when he sees any division 
of troops exercise (and he will take every o^rtunity of seeing them), to find the mounted 
officers of all rahks are able to take ground for them, in all situations in which it may be 
necessary to place them. 
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To Don F. X. Castafioi. PorCalegre, 24th July, 1811. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your Excellency's letter of the 
23d. 1 don’t think that the intelligence which I have received from 

Cadiz tends to prove that the enemy are about to carry into execution the 
plan which Soult had in contemplation for tlie attack of Carthagena. The 
execution of this plan must be connected with the march of heavy artil- 
lery and stores from Seville, which does not a])])ear to have been sent yet ; 
and I am therefore inclined to believe that Soult will use the force of 
wliich he has the command at present in makiT«g a serious attack upon 
Cadiz. It IS difficult, how'ever, to form a decided ijpiniou upon this sub- 
ject, without having better information than 1 possess. It is obvious that 
the removal of the heavy artillery from ])a(la]oz was connected with a 
plan to attack either Carthagena or Cadi/ : and, if tlie peo])]e who gave 
information from Seville would watch the progress of this lieuvy artillciy» 
the Spanish government must be ac(]uainted with Soult’s design. 

One division of infantry, wliich belonged to the 4th corps, and came 
into Estremadura with Soult lately, has certainly returned to Granada; 
but it might have been desirable to reinforce the troops in that quaiter, 
without reference to any plan of ofleii'^ive operation, and Soult would still 
have a sufficient number of tr >ps foi the execution of his design af^ain^l 
Cadiz. 1 request your Excellency to let me know whether you have 
received any intclligenec which states that the division of the army of 
Portugal, which C’ol. Grant informs me arrived at l^lasencia on tin 2()tli, 
had marched on for Ciudad Jlodrigo. Col. Grant mentions that part of il 
was intended to march in tliat direction by Coria, but not tliat these troops 
ha I inarched. 

1 sincerely wish that your Excellency had an army witli which you 
could carry into execution the plan of operations of whicli your Excel 
lency has given the sketch in your letter. 1 have always found that, 
when I have undertaken an operation which has removed me to a distance 
from the magazines of the army, the troops have starved. I have likewise 
found that when 1 have undertaken an offensive operation of great 
extent, and connected with the operations of the troops of S])ain, the 
whole disposable force of Uie enemy lias been turned against me with 
impunity. 

If I were to take the proposed position in the Sierra Mor^na, if my 
troops could survive the starvation which they would suffer,.! should have 
Marmont, with the whole ‘ Armw de Portugal* to act on one side of me, 
and Soult, with the whole army of the south, on the other, leaving a division 
to maintain the blockade of Cadiz, and another at Granada to observe 
Gen. Freyre's corps, in the same manner as during the late expedition 
into Estremadura for the relief of Badajoz. And this collection of troops 
would be made with impunity, as the late collection was. Instead of 
alarming King Joseph in his capital there, I should be too happy to 
be able to reach again the frontiers of this Kingdom, in order to save 
my army. 

An army under the command of your Excellency might be more suc- 
cessful in all these respects : but your Excellency may depend upon the 
truth of what I have repeatedly bad the honor of stating to you in con- 

N 2 
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versation, and tliat is, that until tlie Spanish armies shall possess regular 
resources, by wliich they can be supplied during any operation which 
they may undertake ; until they are equipped in such a manner that 
casual or trifling difficulties will not impede their operations ; and until 
the troops are disciplined, as all other troops are which arc produced to 
meet an enemy in tlie field, it is useless to think of plans of co-operation 
between tliis army and tliose of Spain, which must be founded on the 
active offensive operations of all parts of the armies of all the nations. 
I should deceive myself, and you, and the governments of both nations, 
if 1 were to encourage such a notion ; and, if 1 were to undertake the 
execution of sucli a plan, I should incur tlie risk of tlie loss of my army 
for no object whatever. 

To Major Gen. Penrocke. Poitalegre, 24th July, 1811. 

1 enclose a letter which 1 have received from Mr. French, complaining 
of want of room at the depot at Belem. 

This complaint lias suggested to me an improvement in our arrange- 
ments of tlie depfits, which 1 have long had in contemplation, which is, to 
divide the depot, having one part of it, consisting of men most nearly fit 
to join the army, at S. Julian or Cascaes, or any large healthy building in 
that part of the country ; and the other jiart, consisting of men just dis- 
missed from the hospital, in the barracks at Belem. Both parts of the 
depot might be under the superintendence of the Commanding officer 
of the deinU at Belem , hut lie might have a Commanding officer under 
him, stationed at that part of it which would be in the neighbourhood of 
S. Julian. 

I beg you to endeavor to arrange this plan ; and you will fix with the 
medical officers at Lisbon what part of the medical department shall 
attend that part of the dejidt near S. Julian. 

To His Excellt'nry C. Shmrt. Portulegrp, 24tli July, 1811, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 22d inst., enclosing 
a complaint of some officer, wliose name is not stated, for his conduct, 
and that of some soldiers, in enforcing a billet for Lieut. Gen. Graham, 
granted by the competent authority, on the house of Sciihor de Salles, 
at Lisbon. 

A billet is a legal order, from a competent authority to the person to 
whom it is addressed, to provide lodging for the bearer of it ; and Senhor 
de Salles, to whom this order was addressed, refused to obey it ; and the 
complaint is, that the British officer, whose name is not stated, enforced 
tlie legal order of the Portuguese authority. I am at a loss to know what 
1 am to do upon the statement of this case by the complainant himself, 
and by bis friends, the Judge of the Police, the Magistrate of the Barrios, 
and the Sec. of State. 

It is impossible that the case can he made worse than it is by those who 
have already inquired into it; and there may, and probably will, be 
denials, justifications, and reasons given^ for much of the imputed mis- 
conduct ; but 1 have no hesitation in declaring, that if I were to pro- 
nounce judgment, even upon the aggravated statements which 1 have read. 
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all of them on one side of the question, I should honorably acquit this 
unknown officer. 1 am ready to admit that it is very disagreeable to 
receive strangers into the house in which a family reside ; but it must 
also be admitted that it is very disagreeable to become the prey of the 
conqueror, and to be ‘ hewers of wood and drawers of water ’ to the com- 
mon enemy of mankind. On the other hand, it is not very agreeable to 
come to a foreign country to seek the enemy in defence of that country, 
and to leave our houses and our properties in order to assist in saving the 
houses, the properties, and tlic lionor of strangers. 

The law of Portugal has provided that officers and soldiers shall be 
billeted upon private houses, and has inflicted this inconvenience iip<»n 
individuals as one of the liurdens resulting from the contest in which the 
country is engaged to save all from the tyrant ; and during the whole 
time that I have been in Portugal, in every town in which thousands have 
been billeted, I can recollect but one complaint on the subject of billeting, 
excepting at Lisbon. Having read, however, the inflammatory report of 
the Judge of Police, and of the Juiz dos Barrios, and of the Sec. of State, 
on the complaint of Senhor dc Salles, I am not astonished that coinjdainfs 
on this subject should be frequent at Lisbon, where, if they did not 
receive encouragement from these high authorities, there ought, mid 
would be none. This complaint, however, has at lost brought the point 
to issue, which I discussed in my letters to you of the 31st Dec. 1810, 
and of the 3d Jan. 181 1. Tliere is law in I^ortugal, or there is v >t. If 
there is law, it must he enforced in respect to the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, as well as in respect to the British army. 

The inhabitants of Portugal have duilcs to ]'erform, and obligations 
have been imposed upon them by the law, in the critical situation in which 
their country is jilaced, of which one is to furnish lodging to the officers 
and soldiors of the army upon the orders, called billets, of a magistrate. 
I beg to know from the government whether the performance of the^e 
duties and obligations is to be enforced ; or whether the peojde of J.«is)>on 
in particular are to he exempt from tliem, and are to he encouraged l»y 
the magistrates to resist the law and the jiorforraance of these* obligations, 
where the convenience of a British General officer is concerned. 

I have long seen the inutility of complaining to the government on the 
conduct of any of the public servants. Indeed I have found it an useless 
waste of time to address them on any subject whatever ; and therefore I 
shall not trouble you to make any complaint of the conduct of the Judge 
of the Police in this transaction, who, instead of endeavoring to conciliate 
in a case in which a General of the ally of the Prince was concerned, or, 
as was his duty, instead of enforcing the necessary law of the billets, has 
done every thing in his power, in his report, to aggravate the sujiposed 
cause of complaint, and has become an advocate instead of a judge. Tlie 
case, however, is so flagrant, and the conduct of the magistrate lias been 
BO improper, and there has been manifested a spirit so hostile to the al- 
liance, and BO different from that which ought to exist, that, if I could 
entertain any hopes that the truth would reach the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal, 1 would address His Royal Highness upon the subject. 

1 only hope that the time is not far distant when the British army, tired 
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of such conduct, will impart to the British nation the disgust which it 
must occasion, as well as the desire to leave to its fate a country in which, 
by the government and the higher orders, they have been so unworthily 
treated. 

To His Kxcelleiiry C. Stuart. Portalegre, 21th July, 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose a list of the names of the officers of the 
K. G. L. who have subscribed 279 Spanish dollars for the liberation of the 
Portuguese captives in Algiers. I likewise subscribed the sum of 500 
dtillars ; and 1 have directed the Commissary Gen. to pay these sums to 
the Portuguese government. 

To the Rt. lion. H. Wellesley. Portalegre, 24tb July, 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 18th. From the intelligence which 
you have enclosed, 1 don't think that Soult's design is quite clear. The 
Spaniards are as extraordinary in their mode of acquiring and detailing 
intelligence as they ore in every thing else. The whole world have seen 
the letters from Soult, in which he detailed his plan of operations in case 
he should be reinforced, lie has been reinforced, and he has besides at 
his elbow the ^Armev de PortmjaL^ But they forget this plan of Soult’s ; 
and the people who are employed to procure intelligence, and those who 
receive it, are a.s wild in their notions as if they had not the advantage of 
a knowledge of the enemy’s design from himself. I acknowledge, how- 
ever, that I have not yet received any intelligence which makes it quite 
clear \^hether Soult is about to push his attack upon Cadiz, or to make 
one upon Caithagcna. But the march of the r)th corps, which has cer- 
tainly quitted Bstremaduia, will show what his plan is. 

1 tmclose a letter which 1 have received from , and my answer. 

Tins gentleman is as loose and as light as any Spaniard I know. Hi 
])o&sesses all the defects of the Spanish character, with better temper and 
better manners than the Spaniards have in general ; hut in want of fore- 
sight he beats them all. 

In respect to money for the Spaniards, I beg you will recollect that you 
don’t expend a shilling at Cadiz which does not take so much from the 
military chest of this army, from which disbursements to a considerable 
amount arc likewise making constantly on account of the Spanish govern- 
ment. W e have never been in such distress as at present, and 1 can de- 
vise no means of relieving it. The Cortes and Spanish government, if they 
could look at tlieir real situation, ought before now to have adopted a plan 
for the relief of their finances, instead of which it is a subject of joke for 
Castanos. We have forced this measure upon the Portuguese govern- 
ment, and in the course of a very short time their finances will be in a 
very flourishing state, if I can contrive to pay them any part of the sub- 
sidy in money with any degree of regularity. But this is impossible, and 
still more so to support our own army, if we are to give money to the 
Spaniards, either by way of loan or of gift. There would be no difficulty in 
either if the Spanish government would arrange the American questions ; 
but they will .not do this ; and in my opinion to give them specie is 
impossible. 



PORTUGAL. 


m 

I am much afraid that it is too late to call iti the Princess of Brazil to 
the Regency ; but, as 1 before told you, I approve of that measure, 
having altered my opinion upon it. I don’t think tliere is any reason tr> 
apprehend evils from lier influence over the Portuguese government. 1st j 
1 don’t think tliat she would have any influence; and next, if she had, I 
have brought matters almost to that state that it is nearly indiflerent what the 
l^ortuguese government do; and indeed I never give myself the trouble 
of writing to them, or of consulting their opinion on any subject whatever. 

Tfu to Lteut. OeN. Sir S, Cotton^ Bart, 3il}i July, IHIJ. 

In rcfeivnco to a letter 1 have received from Lieut. Col. Elloy, enclosing charges 

piefeired by Major , Iht hussars, K. (5. L., against Major — — - of that lutrps, 

I am to ncquuini )ou the Commander of the h’uuvs is deinro\i.s that thi^ matter 
sliould he inquired into a little, and such meimurcs hhoiild be taken us you in your 
judgment ahull think (it to settle the diflerence that has occurred between the two 
ollieers in queKti<m, without General Court Murluil being resorted to, Hi i Ex- 
cellency is of o])inion that it would be n pity to lose a good oilieer, which Major 
i& .said to be, by n monumtary lit of passion, which has produced tliis con- 
duct. I enclose the ))ajiers, which you will be pleased to return, being origiiibls. 

ne A.G, to Ueut. , IKAM.G. 21th July, 1811. 

In reply to your letter of the Hlh iiist., 1 hep to acquaint you that the manner 
ill which yon return men as missing, w ithoiil being able to give any further expla- 
iiutiou, is very unsatisfactory to his Excellenry the Commander of the Forces. 
Having received a party in charge, you ought to be able to account most clearly 
for every man beioiigiiip to it ; uiid uiiless you take bteps to (ind out whut is be- 
come of those men you have returned missing, you will be obliged yourself to go 
ill search of them. 

To Major Gh*n. Houstoun. Vortalegre, 25tli July, 1811. 

I am concerned to receive so bad an account of your health ; but you 
must go, if you can’t stay ; and I have only to lament that we are so un- 
lucky as to lose you. Including yourself, we shall have 9 General officers 
gone, or going immediately, and 5 more want to go. As, however, tlie 
regulations of the army are applicable to all, 1 request you to send me the 
usual a])plicatioii for a medical board on your case, after whose report the 
whole transaction will be in a regular train. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. llerenfurd, K.B. Portalegre, 25th July, 181 1. 

1 enclose the answers to two complaints from Coimbra, which you 

recently transmitted to me, against Capt. , of the — ^ regt., and Mr, 

■; — , of the Commissariat, from which you will observe, that there was 
originally but little ground for complaint, and that, aa usual, the Portu- 
guese authority that complained never intended, and did not wish, to 
substantiate his complaint. 

While writing upon this subject, I can’t avoid observing, that the per- 
sons in authority at Lisbon have appeared to me lately to encourage tliese 
frivolous, and generally groundless, complaints from the officers of the 
government, to which I am induced to attribute the number of them which 
I have lately received ; at the same time that those who make them mani- 
fest the usual disinclination to substantiate them. 1 have strong reason to 
believe that they are generally without foundation ; as I have for some 
time observed a visible improvement in the conduct of the soldiers towards 



181 


1*0RTUGAL. 


tlic proplc of the country, and certainly, those crimes, for which so many 
soldiers of this army have been executed, now occur but rarely. It can’t 
be credited that the soldiers who shared their provisions with the in- 
habitants of the country, to save them from starving, should afterwards 
ill treat the same inhabitants; and I am therefore very apprehensive that 
tlie frecjucncy of gromidlehs complaints lately is to be attributed to the ex- 
( iteinent of (he spiiit of complaint by the government. However, I shall 
continue, as I have hitherto done, to imjuire into every case brought for- 
ward whicli appears to afford ground foi inquiry ; and I hope that the 
Portuguese government will dWover, hefoie it is too late, that the mode 
of saving their count! y is not to excite discontent against the British 
nation, by whose assistance alone they can be saved. 

To Monhal Sir W. C. BcivfcfouU K.li Portale^re, 25th July, 181 1. 

In my opinion, it is necessary that Austin should continue to incur the 
expenses for intelligence. 

1 have called for fresh returns of payments to the army, and have in- 
formed Mr. Stuart that I shall never cease to represent upon this subject 
(ill the whole arrears arc cleared off. 

1 am so confused with the numbers of the regiments of the I’orfcugnese 
cavalry, that I don’t know one from another, or what regiments are in 
brigades together, I understood that the 6th and 9th cavalry were at 
listremoi!, and were the cavalry allotted for the garrison of Elvas, to 
which j)lacc it was desirable they should go, ns Estremoz is in the line of 
onr ^a^^U)nment^. Barbacena’s brigade is in our 2d division of cavalry, 
and has been put into Elvas and Cainpo Maior, as its cantonments, and to 
assist the cavalry of those ganisons in preserving their communications. 

The militia of Lower Beira must continue assembled; but I have no 
objection to half a company at a time having leave, provided the other 
half company remains with the regiment complete, 

1 nrn much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken about our 
parade ; we shall now be complete in every thing. 

To V»re Adm the lion G Beikeloy Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

1 lm\e received your 2 letters of the 22d inst., and 1 am much obliged 
to you for the information which they contain. 

I have directed that the train and stores may be disembarked from the 
ships in the Douro ; but it is desirable that the ships should remain for 
the present in that river. Tlie ship of war which convoyed them thither 
might he employed on any other service you might think proper. I am 
obliged to you for sending the detachment of artillery to Oporto. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Beikeley. Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

The Prince of Orange is about to take advantage of the army being in 
c.mtonmcnts for a short time, to visit Cadiz, and even, eventually, Gib- 
1 altar, if the winds should be favorable. ^ He proposes to go to Cadiz by 
Ayamonte ; and 1 shall be very much obliged to you if you can make it 
convenient to have a ship of war at Ayamonte to take him to Cadiz, and 
thence to Gibraltar, if it should be expedient for him to go there, and to 
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bring him back to Ayamonte ; the same vessel to take our money at 
either, or both places, if there should be any at Gibraltar. Tlic Prince 
of Orange will be at the mouth of the Guadiana about Thursday or Friday 
next, and 1 shall recommend him to the Commanding officer in Algarve, 
Col. Austin. 

To Lieut. Col. Toneiis, MiliUr} Skrretary. I'ortateifre, 25tli Ju1>. iHiJ. 

Cadogan has desired me to write to you about Iub brother, a Captain in 
the list regt , whom he is very desirous of having sen I out here, in order 
to do duty with lus regiment, lie is very low down among the l^iptains, 
and, 08 Commanding officer of the reginuMit, Cadogan cannot onler him 
to join tlie battalion in Portugal. But, if h* coiiid be sent out in any 
iiicinner, he would be very glad to have an opportunity of iiibtrueting him 
in his duty. 

I liave got the army under cover from the sun for a litth* time, till the 
reiiiforeemcnts shall eomc up and some of our nuiiieiMus wounded shall 
recover, and ^hile the j^rcparutioiis are making for an enterprise whieli 1 
intend, if jaissible, to try ; and, as usual, all the officers of the army want 
to go home, some for their health, others on account of business, and 
others, I believe, for their pie »sure. 

Gen. Spencer is going, hecaii'^e Gen. Graham has come from Cadiz ; 
Gen, Nightingall is gone ; Gen. W. Stewart, Gen. Lumley, Gen. llowortli, 
and Col. Mackinnon, likewise, on account of their he.iUli ; Col Beckwith 
likewise going for the same cause: Gen. De Grey lias asked to go, he- 
cause he has put his shoulder out ; and 1 have this morning an a])]>lieation 

from for leave to go, as his splee* is out of order. To tliis 

list add Gen. Dunlop, Gen. Hay, Gen. Coh , .itid Gen. Alex. Campbell, 
who have apjdicd to go to settle their affairs ; and you w ill see how we 
shall stand for want of General officers, (ien. Leitli still absent. 1 have 
also innumerable applications for leave from officers of all ranks. Till 
we can get the minds of the officers of the army settled to tlieir duty we 
shall not get on as we ought. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Purtaleg^c, 25(li July, 1811. 

Lieut. Col. Colbornc of the 6(itli regt. (who also, by the bye, is going 
home for his health) has sent me word that he is very desirous of remain- 
ing with this army; and with thU view, of effecting an exchange with 
Lieut. Col. Ross, of the 52d, who it appears is going to Ceylon with Gen. 
Brownrigg. 1 don’t know any body so fit to succeed Ross in the command 
of the 52d as Colborne, Arbutlinot being, I am afraid, in such a state of 
healtli as to render it hopeless that he will ever be able to take the com- 
mand of the regiment in the field. 

To His Excdlency C. Stuart. Pottalegre, 25th Jul> , 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 22d, enclosing a 
paper regarding arrears of pay to the Portuguese troops ; and I have 
called for returns to show whether the statements in that paper are cor- 
rect, and for returns to be made every 3 days of the state of the payments, 
till the whole of the arrears are paid off. As the British government 
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supply the pay for 30,000 officers and men, and the gratuity for the 
officers of the army, and the subsidy, is not, and has never been, in arrear, 
the pay of tlie 30,000 officers and men, and the gratuity to the officers of 
the army, ought never to have been in arrear, whatever may have been 
Uic financial distresses of tlie government, if the subsidy had not been 
misapplied. I shall continue to give you information on this subject till 
I shall find that the arrear is entirely paid off. 

To Hi* Excellency C. Stuart. Portalegre, 25tli July, 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the 23d ; and I entirely concur with 
you, that, till the Junta de Viveres are abolished in toto^ the new subsidy 
cannot be given to the Portuguese government. You may proceed on 
the principle of all the letters which 1 have written to you on this subject, 
with a certainty that I shall concur with you. 

To the Ut. Hon. H. Wellesley. Portalegre, 25lh July, IRll. 

I wrote to you on the 20th to request that you would urge the Com- 
manding officer at Cadiz to have IGOO barrels of gunpowder embarked, 
and in preparation to he sent to us, if Sir W. Beresford should require 
them. I find that we shall not want this powder ; and I shall be obliged 
to you if you will tell the Commanding officer at Cadiz that tlie prepara- 
tion may be discontinued, and that the powder may be relanded. 


To Lord Eldon, Lord High Chancellor. Portalegre, 2r>th July, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy and translation of a letter which I 
have received from Gen. Blake, in answer to one which I wrote to him, 
to transmit the resolutions of the Houses of Lords and Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland of the 'Jth June, on the subject of the battle of 
Albuera. 

\^A Utter in Mimilar termi to the Rt, lion, the Speaker of the House of Common*.] 

To the Earl of Livorjxiul. Portalegre, 2jth July, 1811, 

I enclose the last weekly state, likewise the morning state of the troops 
in the field of the 23d inst. 

The 12th light dragoons, the 26th, 28th, 32d, 77tli, 3d batt., and 95th 
regts., are not included in the latter, not having yet joined the army. 

1 have given leave to Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer to go to England, at 
his own desire, in consequence of Lieut. Gen. Graham having arrived at 
Lisbon to join the army in the field. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

The enemy’s cavalry left Morida on the morning of the 17th, and Major 
Cocks’ piquets were in that town shortly afterwards. 

The enemy have since continued their march upon Almaraz ; and, on 
the 20th, one division of infantxy had arrived at Plasencia, which town, I 
imagine, will be the farthest advanced of their cantonments on the right 
of the Tagus. On the same day MarshfSl ^armont was at Almaraz, and 
other divisions had marched from Truzillo, in the same direction. One 
division of infantry and some cavalry stUl remained at Truxillo, according 
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to the last accounts. The 5th corps had broken up in Estremadura, and 
marched towards Andalusia. 

The allied army under my command have taken up the cantonments 
towards which 1 informed your Lordship in my last dispatch they were 
marching. 

I have reason to believe that the French troops did meet with a check 
in an attack which they made on a detachment from the army of Galicia 
at Puente de Orvigo, on the 24th of last month. 

There is notliing new in the north. King .Joseph was at Valladolid on 
the 10th, and proceeded on the I2lh on his journt'y towards Madrid. 

To tlif^ Earl of Liverpool. Portolegrr, 25Ui July, JHll. 

1 beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the letter which 1 addressed 
to your Lordship on the 6th June, in regard to tlie want of powder in this 
country. It is very desirable that tlie 4000 barrels therein riHjiiired should 
bo sent out at an early period, and that arrangements should be made to 
send out hereafter 2000 barrels in addition to that quantity. 

ThtA,a. to Oipt, , D.A.A.G. 25\h July, 181 1. 

In consequence of the enclosed report from Lieut. Col. Elley, I am directed by 
tlie Commander of the Forces lo desire that you will be more attentive in the 
conduct of the duties of the 2d division of cavalry in future, otherwibe hib Excel- 
lency will be obliged to adopt more serious measures. 


Tlte A,G, to Lieut, Col EUey, A.A,G 25tb Jul>, 1811. 

I have written this day, by order of the Commander of the Forces, a repriiiiund 

to Cupt. , 1 ), A. A. CL, for his neglect of duty in the 2d division of cavalry, 

and 1 trust it will be a suiKcient warning to him in future. 

In reference to your last state, I am aware thai \ made it out by brigades, in 
cfiiispquence of the new arrangement in the cavalry ; but in future you will send 
it as has been already pointed out. Major Gen. Sladc^ has been regulai in bis 
returns; but I have heard nothing of Brig. Gen. Madden's, and have written to 
him strongly accordingly. 


Tlte A.G. to Lteuf. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 25th July, IHII. 

In reply to your letter and onclusures from Major Gen. — , his certificate Iins 
been referred to the Inspector Cieiierol of hospitals, who will order a Medical board 
to report on bis rase on the Major General's arrival at Cube 9 a de Vide, or Lisbon, 
and he may repair to either place, as is most convenient. 1 am directed also to 
remark, that tlie regulations on this head of service are made not only for the 
inferior ranks of the army, but the Commander of the Forres will not allow any 
General officer to goto England whose health has not been certified by a Medical 
board. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Purtalegre, 26th July, 1811. 

1 write just to let you know that the powder, deficient of the quantity 
necessary for our object, will be sent from Lisbon to Oporto without loss 
of time. 

To Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville. Portolegre, 20th July, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 24th. The placing the 77 th in your 
brigade is only a temporary arrangement, to make it of due strength till 
the 1st batt fitb regt shall arrive, when that battalion will be sent to you, 
and the 77 th removed. 
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To Major Gen. Alex. Camplipll. Portalegre, 26th July, 1811. 

1 enclose two letters, which I beg you to send by an officer to the Juiz 
do Fora at Sahugal, and desire the Juiz dc Fora to send a trusty person 
with one to Almeida, and another person, on whom he can depend, with 
tliat for Don J. Sanchez to Fuente Guinaldo, where will be found a de- 
tachment of his troops. 

'J'u Major Gen, the Hon. G. L. Cole. Portalegre, 26tl) July, 1811. 

I'he scene shifts in this extraordinary war so frequently, and so many 
unexpected circumstances occur affecting our situation, that it is difficult 
to say at what jieriod it is possible to allow an officer to quit the army. 

1 have now an enterprise in progress, which, in the course of a short 
time, will bring us all out of our cantonments, and, if it should be suc- 
cf‘ssful, will give a new turn to affairs. You ought not to go now, there- 
fore. Whether you can go in winter will depend upon circumstances and 
qyents, for which I cannot answer, and upon which you had better delay 
to determine till you shall see how affairs stand. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Bercsfonl, K 11. Portalegre, 26th July, 1811. 

1 concur entirely with you about Dickson’s merits,* and I will endeavor 
to get for him the ratik of Major. The manner in which he was employed 
at Uie two sieges of lladajoz, and that in which he is now employed, will 
make a distinction in his case, of which 1 will avail myself in my rocoiii- 
luendation of him to head quarters. 

I shall leave two divisions in Alentejo, unless the r)th corps should cross 
the ’lagusto co-operate with the *• Annie de PortugaV in impeding our 
enterprise. 

Wc are a good deal embarrassed in our cantonments by your sick horses. 
Would It not be desirable to move away every thing of this kind as far to 
the rear as Evora, wliorc they would be well supplied, and quite out of oi r 
way ? 

I hope to send up the account of your commissariat expenses for feed- 
ing the Portuguese troops to the 24th June, from the 25th April. Tins 
will give the best estimate of the expense for future months. 

In the mean time Mr. Kennedy has furnished me with an estimate of 
the expense of feeding 2000 men and 2000 horses for 30 days, which 
amounts to 41 cantos of rm, £11,050 sterling. If we feed 16,000 men 
and 1600 horses, the expense will be £88,000 per mensem^ which is some- 
thing more tlian double the amount of the charge for April, in which was 
not included transport to the expense magazine. However, the actual 
charge will probably not amount to this sum. 

1st; we don’t feed 1600 animals: and 2dly; some of tlie articles esti- 
mated are not always paid for, such as wood ; and others, suclf as wine, 
and sometimes forage, are not always issued : but I should think that the 
actual charge would not amount to much less than £70,000 mensem. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. »■ Portalegre, 26th July, 1811. 

1 enclose my last dispatch. Since writing it 1 have received accounts 

* * See note at p. 91. 
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that Bessi^res had brought 10,000 or 12,000 men to Benavente, in con- 
sequence of which Santocildes had retired one march behind Astorga. 

The Prince of Orange is going to Cadiz, and 1 shall give him a letter 
of introduction to you. 

The A.G, to Coi. Platers, A.A.G, 36tli July, ]8] I. 

I liavt iho lioiior to enclose yon a commnniration I liave just received from the 
Military Secretary t(» the ('oinmander of the Forces ; and I recommend most 
strongly to all the officers of the department a very eaiefiil revision of the copies 
of G. Os. that are sent from the office with the original, in order that no error 
should arise winch gives tlie character of inaccuracy to our mode of conducting 
the business of the department. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Barf. Portalegro, 27th July, 18)1. 

1 am very much annoyed by V conduct. By this unfortu- 

nate obstinacy he will be in a had scrape, and he doservi's that an effort 
should he made to save him ; but no man can be allowed to incult his 
Commanding officer. 

I did not recollect that I had told you that Capt. Byrne slionld go 
home. I am convinced there is no reason wliy he should go ; but if I 
told you he should, he shall go; and 1 must write to the Sec at War hy 
next post, to say that I had allowed him t(» go. lie must have leave, 
however, for only 2 months. 

I am concerned to hear of the had condition of the 13th dragoons. T 
must make a movement to our left, and place the greatest pai* of the 
army, and at least your division of cavalry, on the other side of the Tagus ; 
but, if the I'itli dragoons arc in such bad condition, they must be left be- 
hind, and we must take the 14th instead. 1 inu-t take some decided steps 
about the 13th dragoons. It is too bad that liiey in ])articular should be 
so unfit for service. 


To Col. Austin. ' Portalegre, 27th July, 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 21st. Gen. Castnnos certainly in- 
formed me of the intention of tlie cavalry of the .5th army to return 
through Portugal into Estremadura ; but I concluded that of course they 
would wait for a military route before they would mareh, and that, till 
that was called for, 1 did not think it necessary, or rather it did not occur 
to me, to apprise you of this march. 

I now enclose you tlie route, and beg you to fill up the days, and ap- 


G, O. PorLilfRrc, 27tU July, 1811. 

2. The Commander of the Fi*ice% ii happy to have it in hiR power to ]iardoii , — . — , 

and , not only hecause these men have inailc every restitution in their {Kiwrr to the 

owners of the prufierty stolen, but likewise Ijecause he has great satisfactiun in stating that 
offences of this description are now but rarely committed. 

3. The conduct of the 57th regt. also in the battle of Albuera, on the I6(li May, has 
likewise rendered the Commander of the Forces anxious to lie able to pardon these men, in 
order that the regiment might avoid the disgrace of their public executioTL 

5. Upon reference to the Mutiny Act, the Paymasters and Curnmissories of the army 
will see that they cannot swear to their accounts liefore the Dep. Judge Advocate; and 
upon reference to their instructions, Paymasters of regiments will aee tliat they may swear 
to their accounts before the magistrate of any town, but not before the Dep. Judge 
Advocate. 
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prise the British Commissary at Beja, &c., when they will pass each 
place, that they may be prepared. 

To Lieut. Oen. Graham. Portolegre, 27th July, 1811. 

1 had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 24th last night ; and 
1 write to let you know that there is no reason why you should hurry 
yourself from Lisbon. 

Upon a comparison of the strength which we can bring upon one point 
with that which the enemy can collect in Castille, 1 think I have a chance 
of succeeding in taking Ciudad Rodrigo, and the preparations are in pro- 
gress for that enterprise. I can certainly undertake nothing else at present 
which would at all improve the situation of the allies in the Peninsula ; 
and, adverting to the facility with which the French march corps from 
one side of the Peninsula to the other, and to the little detriment to tlieir 
interests which results from the abandonment of a province or Kingdom 
to collect a large force against us, I must consider it not improbable that 
1 shall be obliged tf) abandon the enterprise. The preparation for it, 
however, will take up a considerable time, and you will set that there is 
no occasion for your hurrying youiself. We have reports, as usual, that 
Ciudad Rodrigo is hut ill supplied with provisions, for which I believe 
there is no more foundation than for these reports in general. It may be 
advisable, therefore, that we should approach the ])lace a little earlier than 
I at first intended; and with this view, and because tlie whole of Mar- 
mont’s army have crossed the Tagus, I am sending more troops across, 
and I liave it in contemjdation to make a general movement to our left. 

Soult certainly intends to avail himself of the large force he now has in 
the south to make an effort against the position of the allies at Cadiz, or 
to olitain possession of Carlhagena. 1 don’t think it quite clear which 
plan he will follow, lie has certainly sent to Granada the division of the 
4th corps which was lately in Estremadura, and, it is said, some troops 
under Lalour Maubourg; but 1 believe these last are cavalry only, 
which would not be of much use in an attack upon the Isla de Leon. 
These reinforcements may have been sent to enable Leval (who 1 believe 
now commands the 4 th corps) to keep Frey re in check, as this last Ge- 
neral had lately made some progress, and liad got as far as Guadix. I am 
inclined to believe he will attack Cadiz, as I have not heard that any of 
the heavy ordnance moved out of Badajoz has been sent from Seville to- 
wards Granada, and 1 bus])ect that it is going down the Guadalquivir 
unobserved by tliose who arc employed to procure intelligence for tlie 
Spanish government. 

I have written to my brother about the state of the works on the Isla 
de Leon ; but, from all I see ‘and hear, 1 am very apprehensive that tlie 
affairs of Spain are nearly irretrievable. There is no money, and there 
are no means of getting any, and there arc no disciplined troops. Even 
if we should strike a fortunate blow, I fear that we should do them no good. 

Till Soult’s design upon Carthagena is manifest, nothing can be more 
absurd than to send Blake’s corps into \^rcia, where they have already 

20.000 men opposed to 5000 French, which may have been increased to 

12.000 by the' first reinforcement from Estremadura, and probably to 
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14,000 by the last. My opinion is, that Blake’s corps should be em- 
ployed either in the Sierra de Ronda or in the Condado de Niebla, as this 
may be depended upon (although the Spaniards will not admit it), that 
they may increase the corps in Murcia to any extent they please ; but 
they will not be able to drive the French out of Granada. The strength 
of their corps in Murcia, therefore, ought to be fixed with a view to a 
defensive war in a very strong country, and should he increased in pro- 
portion as the enemy, by tlic increase of his force, and liis other measures 
in that quarter, should manifest n design to attack (*arihagenB. 

A force stationed in Niebla, or the Sierra de Honda, wouhi always have 
a secure retreat. From either situation they would threaten Seville, 
wliich is the foundation of the enemy’s existence in the south of Spain. 
In Niebla they would be in direct couimunieation with us, and they might 
be equipped in such a manner as to render it quite imj»ossible f(»r Soult 
to move all his troops, with impunity, upon ur; and from Niebla or La 
Ronda the troops might be brought to Cadiz, with facility, if wanted. 
But this plan will not be adopted, because it does not afford ground for 
any body to boast for a few days that the enemy will be overthrown, and 
that the southern provinces of Spain will be relieved. 


The A,G, to Liout, Burke^ iaUA^th reyt. 27th July, 1811. 

In answer to your letter addre.ssrd to the Commander of the Forces, 1 am to in- 
form you that you are a deserter from the army, and as »uch tire not entitbul to ]>ay 
from the period of your desertion, and you forfeit what was due to you yirevioiis to 
your committing that crime. At jour own desire, after yon had been sujierseded, 
the Commander of tlie Forces intended to have brought yon to trial bidbre a 
General Court Martial for your offence, in hopes you would have been . ’ le to 
justify yourself ; but when the Court was asRCiiihlen, could not proci^ed tf» yoiir 
trial, as you said you were insane. Under these cm uitistaiieeH the CominniKier of 
tlie Forces lias ordered you to lasbon, meaning to send you to England by the 
first opportunity, us after wlial has occurred his Excellency cannot consider it 

S roper that you should he at large near to the enemy’s army. On arrival at the 
ep6t in England, the Commander of the Forces concludes the Com- 

mander in Chief will permit your going about j'our own concerns. 

The A.G, to the A,G. of the Forces, Horse Guards, 27tli July, 161 1. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to enclose to you for tlic in- 
formation of H.K.H. the rommander in Chief, a letter that has been received from 
Lieut. Burke, late of the 45th regt., who was superseded some time since for 
desertion to the enemy, but has since fallen into our hands again, ns also the copy 
of an answer this gentleman has received. I have further to state that Lord 
'Wellington has ordered him to Lisbon, from whence he will be sent to the dep6t 
at the Isle of Wight, his expenses home being defrayed ; and on arrival he will wait 
such further instructions as H.ll.H. the Commander in Cluef may think proper to 
give conceniing him. 

The A.G. to Lieut, CoL Lord Biantyre, i2d regt. 27th July, 1811. 

I have laid your Lordship's letter and enclosures from Lieut. Col. — of the 
— regt., before tlie Commander of the Forces ; and you will be pleased to acquaint 

Cants. and — , that his Excellency feels much conrem that they ara in 

baa quarters, but the same disagreeable circumstance happens occasionally to 
every officer in the army, and frequently to have no quarters at all in the situa- 
tions in which his duty obliges him to be : and the only rule which his Excellency 
knows of for quarters is, that every officer must be where his ditty requires bis 
presence, whatever may be the accommodation afforded at that place, or the 
nature of it compared with the accommodation of others. When large bodies of 
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troops are quartered in a town, the detail would be endless if the quarters for regi- 
ments and companies were not allotted by streets, and every officer In this case 
must be quartered in the streets of his company and regiment. However, the 
CoTniiiundcr of the Forces will be glad if your Lordship sees any arrangement 
that can be mode to render the accommodation of the above gentlemen com- 
fortable. 

To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Purtalegre, 28th July, 18] 1, 11 a.h. 

The orders were sent from hence, I hclievc, 2 days ago, for you to 
march, not exactly with a view to a mere change of cantonments, but to 
a service which I think it probable you will be able to perform : I will 
explain it more fully when I shall sec you, which will probably be in a 
day or two. Tlie fact is, that 1 am about to move the whole army farther 
to the left, and I want to get your division in your old place at the licad 
of our cantonments. Murray will send the orders by your aide de camp ; 
and I wish that, if you can with convenience, you would go to-morrow. 

To Major Goii. Alex. CaTu])l)f11. Portalcgre. 28th July, 1811. 

Upon referring to your letter of the 2Pth to Murray, I observe that 
you complain that the soldiers receive their bftlmices at *he depftt at 
Belem. I ratlier think tliat you must he mistaken with regard to this 
fact. They may receive money, necessaries, &c., at Belem ; bat I con- 
ceive that they can’t, under existing orders, receive the balance due on 
their accounts. Let me know how this fact stands. 

To V'icc Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Portulegrc, 29th July, 1811. 

Lord Blantyrc has written to me to propose to transfer to the navy a 

boy by the n.ime of , who is so prone to desertion that they 

can’t keep him with the 42d regt. I have sent him to the Provost at 
Lisbon ; and, if you have no objection to taking him, I request you to 
desire Gen. Pcacoeke to send him on hoard any ship you please, and I 
will discharge him from the 42d. He will not be at Lisbon for some 
days. 

The A,G, to Gen. It, Cruufitrd^ Ltght (Uvmon, 291 h July, 1811. 

In referoncp to your letter and enclosure from Lieut. Col. APLeod, of the 43d 
regt, there is no doeuineiit in this office, or any Gazette notification of the appoint- 
ment of the officer alluded to ; and it never has been permitted by his Excellency 
that any officer should leave the army until his promotion has been made known 
to him through the official channel. 


Cl. O. Portalff^re. 2Stli July, 1811. 

1. Tlie Commander of the Forces requests that means may he adopted in all tlic can- 
tonments ol' the troops to keep them clean and healthy. 

2. The oflal of the animals killed fur food should be destroyed by slack lime, and if 
that artii’le cdiiiiot he jirocured, it should be buried. 

3. Due or more iiecessoiies should Lie made for each regiment, to which all the men shoul 1 
be obliged to resort, and slack lime should be tlirowo into them every second day. 

4. Tile streets occ'iijiied by each regiment, and the communications with them, should lie 
swept every morning, and the heaps of dung and filth in the unoccupied s^iaces in all the 
towns ill Portugal slumld be destroyed by slack lime. 

6. Sentries should be placed over the severaly/ouiitaiiis in the town^ in order to prevent 
persons from dirtying the water, or from accumulg|tiug dirt in their ueigUbourliood. 

6. The Commissaries attached to the several brig^es are requested to procure a quan- 
tity of slack lima, for which the quarter masters of the several regiments aie to make retpii- 
•itious for these purixMes. 
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To Major Gen. R. CiBiifurd. Portalegn^y 30tli July, 1811. 

I am very much distressed by the contents of Lieut. Bell’s letter of the 
28th to Gen. Murray ; and 1 beg that in future the G. O. of the army 
may be attended to in the Light division, which require that, when a 
soldier is so unwell as to be unable to march, he should be sent to the 
general hospital. I am perfectly aware of the inconvenience and loss 
of numbers attending this order, but 1 am also aware of the impossibility 
of finding conveyance for the removal of an accumulation of sick with 
the several divisions of the army, at the moment it may be necessary to 
order them to march ; and 1 nm convinced that the loss of numbers would 
eventually be greater than it can be under the s^btem whicli ha.s been 
ordered. 

1 would also beg to draw your attention to the order which was issued 
only on the 23d inst., in regard to tlie immediate issue (»f clothing, &c., 
brought up for the troops. Obliged, as w<‘ are, to bring from J^iishon 
every article of food, and of eijuijmient of all description^ for tlie troojib, 
it is impossible to find conveyance to draw after the regiments ihv 
clothing, &c., which they may require. What the troops want should he 
issued to them as soon as it reaches tlie regiments, and the nn^ans of 
conveyance should be delivered to the eommissariat, to he ajiplied to 
other purposes Obedience to this order may sometimes he attended by 
inconveniences, but they are irilling in conijiarison witli the inf»>nvcni 
ences which all would suffer from a disobedience of it If the troops in 
the Light division are to disobey these orders, other® will do the same ; 
and we shall end by being obliged to employ the means of conveyance 
which we can gel in removing sick, when the General officers command- 
ing divisions should choose that they should be sent away ; and in carrying 
clothing, which the Commanding officers of n'£ iments may find it con- 
venient to bring with their regiments ; and tlic movements of the army 
must be cramped. 

It is very desirable that the General officers commanding divisions 
should understand that the divisions under their command respectively 
aie only parts of an army, which must be governed by system and rule; 
and that every departure from the system ordered, and Llie rule laid down, 
liiiwever convenient to the particular division, must be inconvenient to 
the army at large, and therefore detrimental to the service. 

I have ordered that the men of the Light division left at Gastello de 
Vide may be removed to the hospital at Abrantes, and that the clothing 
belonging to the 4.3d may be sent after the regiment ; and 1 beg that it 
may be issued to the soldiers the day it reaches the regiment. 

To Manhal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. PoHaleKre, 30fh July, 1811. 

1 have iteceived another letter from Gen. Picton respecting the state 
of Arentschildt’s mules. You will be good enough to equip the 9 pounder 
brigade ; as the others are nearly useless, and there are not enough for the 
6 pounder brigade, it would be better to send these away. 

It is very desirable that we should send to a distance from the army all 
useless animals incapable of work. Cries of want of forage are coming 
from all parts ; animals with sore backs, or useless from want of condi- 

VOL. V. *0 
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tion, eat aa much hay and straw as others ; and tliere are numbers of the 
Portuguese army of this description mixed up with tlie troops. I shall 
he very much obliged to you if you will order all the disabled horses of 
the Portuguese cavalry, and the disabled mules of the artillery, to Evora, 
which will be out of every body’s way, and they will get forage there, 
and recover. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. PortalegTe, 30th July, 1611. 

Although anonymous letters in general deserve no attention, and 1 feel 
but little inclination to attend to the complaints of the people of Lisbon 
about billets, still, when a fact is stated against any officer, it is At that it 
should be inejuired into. I therefore enclose you the extract of an anony- 
mous letter which I have received regarding the conduct of the Paymaster 
of the — in a house in which he was lately billeted at Lisbon ; 

and 1 recjiiest you to find out what house it was, and to go or send to the 
owner, and And out whether there was any, and what, cause to complain. 

If there was any ground for comjduint, I beg you to have the story of 
the complaint taken down in writing, and to send it to me. 

To Major (4eii. Pcacocke. PoiUlegre, 30ll» July, 181 1. 

I did not explain myself sufficiently in my letter to you on the subject 
of the division of the de]>f)t at Belem. 1 am liesirous that it should he 
divided if possible ; and that the soldiers who are nearest to being At t(» 
]oin the army should be si'Ut to a distance from Belem, as proposed in my 
former letter. I request, therefore, tliat you will endeavor to arrange a 
plan for the division of the depAl, notwithstanding that you have procured 
a building in the neighbourhood of the barracks at Belem which will hold 
800 men. 

To the Earl of LivcrpiH)!. Costrllo Branco, lit Aug.* 1811. 

As Mr. Kennedy had written to the Commissary in Chief regarding 
our w'ant of money, I did not think it necessary to tremble your Lordshi] 
upon that subject ; nor should I do so now, if I did not feel the utmost 
anxiety upon it, particularly as these wants will materially affect any 
prospect we may Jiave of carrying on the war offensively. The army 
subsist at present almost entirely upon supplies brought from the sea- 
coast, and either imported from England, or purchased at Lisbon with 
bills drawn upon England, not to be negotiated in the Peninsula. Your 
lordship may conceive the detail and labor, and expense of transporting^ 
all that such an army consumes, excepting meat and straw, so gr^g; 
distance, by land and water conveyance, and will judge how these i^st y 
be increased by the increase of distance, particularly of land carrfage. 
Tlie land carriage is also materially increased in this seasooi in consen 
qucnce of the rivers ceasing to be navigable for a great part of the course 
for which they are usually navigable till July. 

Notwithstanding the saving of the demand for money, which has re- 
sulted from the mode in which we have subsisted the army hitherto, I am 

* Lord Wellington woi promoted to the ruik General in S)iain and Portugal on the 
3lft July, 1611. * 
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sorry to say that wc havo not Imd enough to pay the army to the 24t)i 
June, whereas they ought to be paid, according to His Majesty’s regula- 
tions, to the 24th Aug. The h&t and forage allowances due to tlie officers 
of the army in March last have not been yet paid, and the winter b&t and 
forage allowanccft will be due in Septembe^; and the Spanish muleteers, 
by whose aid alone we can exist at all under the system which wo have 
been obliged to adopt, have generally not been paid foi G months. 

It may be depended upon that no supjdies can be procured in Spain 
without ready money to pay for them ; but your Lordslii]) will see that 
we have no means of purcJiasing sup]>lies in Castille, (»r any fertile district 
near wliic h ^^e may be able to carry on our operations; and that we must 
still rely (solely upon the long, coinplicuUsl, an<l laborious communication 
with our magazines upon the coast, which will become nnire difficult and 
precarious in proportion as tlie distance will be increased. Under these 
circumstances, notwithstanding that L am convinced that llis Majesty’s 
government have done every thing in their i)ower, I venture again to draw 
their attention to the subject. If so small a sum as 100,000 dollars in 
specie could occasionally be sent to this country, I am convinced it would 
have the best effects, if only in enabling the Commissary Gen. to kee]) 
down the rate of exchange, and increasing the confidence of monied men 
in the resources of Great Britain. 

1 have beard that 2 million^ of dollars for the merchants of Cadiz have 
lately arrived from Mexico ; a part of which sum, I have no doubt, will 
be secured for the use of the army . but the wliolc of ibis sum would 
scarcely defray tlie demands upon the military chest which I have above 
detailed to your Lordship, whieh must be paid in specie, besides tlie otliers 
of a contingent nature, depending upon the possibility of assuming the 
offensive ; and at all events tlie supplies of specie to be procured for bills 
would be increased, and would be procured ut a clieaper rate, if it was 
known that any sum whatever in specie (the amount of which need not 
be stated) was periodically received from England. 

To the Karl of Li\er{x>ol Cuetcllo Branco, 1st Auf^. JRll. 

Since 1 addressed you on the 2.5111 July 1 have received intelligence 
whicli has induced me to believe that the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo was 
very ill supplied witli provisions ; and that Don J. Sanchez had been more 
successful in preventing the introduction of supplies from the country 
t)lian 1 had imagined the limited force under his command would have 
enabled him to be. I have therefore moved the whole army to their left, 
^tV file intention, if 1 should find the intelligence which 1 have received 
' to be well founded, to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo immediately. If, how- 
ever, I Bhoujd find it otherwise, or if, as I imagine, the enemy have within 
tlese last 2 days introduced a supply of provisions into the place, I pro- 
pose that the army shall take up its cantonments in Lower Beira instead 
of Alentejo, till all the preparations will be completed for the further 
operation which I intend to carry on against Ciudad Rodrigo, if circum- 
stances should permit it. 

I propose to leave Gen Hill, with the 2d and Gen. Hamilton’s divisions 

o 2 
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of infantry, and part of Sir W. £rskine*B division of cavalry, in the 
Alentejo, to observe the enemy’s movements on that side. 

I ha;d been inisinformed respecting the movements of the 5th corps 
when 1 afldressed your Lordship on the 25th July. They had not then 
quitted Estremadura ; but Il^nderstand they arc now in march towards 
Andalusia. The ‘Armeede PortugaV remain in the positions which I in- 
formeil your Lordship that they occupied in my dispatch of the 25th July, 
excepting that the division at Plasencia has extended through the moun- 
tains to Be jar and Baiios. 

By a letter from Gen. Silveira of the 2l8t July, which I received on 
tlic 26th, 1 learned that Gen. Santocildes had retired with the army of* 
Galicia from the neighbourhood of Astorga to Manzanal on the l*lth, in 
consequence of Marshal Bessieres having collected at Benavente a force, 
consisting of 11,000 infantry and 1500 cavalry. Gen. Santocildes in- 
tended to endeavor to maintain himself at Manzanal ; and, although I have 
not heard from that quarter since the receipt of Gen. Silveira’s letter of 
the 21st, I imiiginc that the enemy have been satisfied with obliging 
Santocildes to retire to the mountains, as 1 Icam from Don Julian, from 
Ledesma, on the 26th, that a detachment of Bessieres’ troops, consisting 
of 6000 men, had arrived on that day at Salamanca; and I have since 
heard from other tjuarters that these same tro()j>5 had moved with a convoy 
towards Ciudad Rodrigo. These two last reports, however, have not been 
confirmed from any other quarter, or by any accounts from Don Julian 
since the 26th. 

It is reported that Marshal Soult is gone to Granada ; but this report 
has not been confirmed. 

To Major Gen. Alex Camplicll Castdlo Branco, 2d Aug. 1811. 

It is very evident to me tliat you have not before you a true statement 
of the cose regarding the payment of soldiers in the dp])ut at Belem ; and 
[ beg you tlicrefore to delay to give any orders, or, if you have given 
orders upon the subject, to recall theijp, till I shall have inquired how this 
matter really stands. It can’t be as you suppose it is. 

To Manhal Sir W. C. Bereaford, K.B. Gastello Branco, 2d Aug. 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 29th. In all the discussions which 
we liave with the Portuguese, as well as the Spanish government, on the 
subject of the resources for the war, one would imagine they had no 


G. o. Ca^tellu ItTuico, Sd Aug iRll. 

1. Tlie CominaiidcT of the Forces olwerved tlial the baggage of some of the officers of the 

- — is conveyed upon carts, which is positively contrary to repeated orders, and he desires 
that this may not hapjieii again. ^ 

2. The C(»ramander of tiie Forres i% likewise concerned to observe the numlicr of sol- 
diers belonging to the — th division straggling on the march yesterday, belonging particu- 
larly to the — regt and to the — - : be refers the officers to the onlers on tins subject. 

3. Tliese irregularities on the march lead to many disorders of which the consequences 
are felt in the subsequent sickness of the soldiers, and tlie weakness of tlie regiments. They 
have lately plundered honey, than which nothing can be more prejudicial to their health 
at this season, and the use of it by the men ought t^, be prevented by the officers as much as 
possible. 
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interest, or a minor interest, in carrying it on ; and that we were the prin- 
cipals, and that they were conferring an obligation upon us in doing what 
is necessary, not only to preserve tlieir independence as nations, but their 
lives and fortunes as individuals. 1 protest against such notions ; and 1 
declare again, that if 1 find the Portuguess^overnment don’t allot every 
shilling of the revenue which can be so allotted to carry on the military 
operations, don’t improve their resources to the utmost, and don’t carry 
into execution the laws to bring forward the resources of the country for 
the army, I will not consent to give the increase of subsidy, and 1 shall 
recommend to the British government to give ni» more than the subsidy 
of 1810. 1 have long been convinced that there is no chance of success 

in this war, unless the governments and people of the Peninsula should 
exert themselves really for their own SHlvathoi; and I shall he salisfietl 
with no half measure. 1 shall be obliged to you if you will hint tln^bc 
sentiments to Dom M. Forjaz. 

The mules which we have bought liave cost us lately 150 dollars each. 

I don’t understand tlie answer of the Portuguese government to my 
])roposition respecting Monsanto. Don Carlos de Kspana Wfis desirous of 
having a place in which he could lodge ammunition, &c., to be delivereil 
to the guerrillas, and which would afford In’m a secure retreat for the 
depots of corps, and the recruits raised in Castille and Kstremaditra, in 
case the enemy should advance ; for which purpose 1 jiroposed that Mon- 
santo might be given over to him. This place has long been abandoned 
by the l^ortuguese government : they will not, and have it not m their 
power, to garrison it, and the enemy consequently had possession of it 
last summer ; and yet they say that Don Carlos de Espaha shall have the 
place, provided a Portuguese governor and th# P'-rtuguese civil authorities 
shall remain in it. There is neither Portuguesi governor nor garrison, and 
I suspect only a Juiz Ordinario. The question is, whether the govern- 
ment will give the place over to the charge of Don Carlos de Espafia and 
a Spanish garrison, or whether they will not ; upon which 1 should he 
glad to have an answer in the affiriTiative or the negative, as soon as nniy 
bi* practicable. Of course Don Carlos will have in)thing to do with the 
place, and I shall lodge no ummunitiem in it, under the circumstances 
proposed by the Portuguese government 

Tu tbi‘ Rt. Hoil H. Wellebley. ('oMtoIlp Branco 7A Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 2Gth July, and 1 now enclose the 
copy of my dispatch to government of yesterday. 

The opinion which you say prevails at Cadiz is very little promising ; 
but 1 don’t see in w'hat manner you can combat it, or, if you could, that 
it is any concern of yours. 

Great Britain did not bring Spain into the contest. On the contrary, 
the war, in its commencement, and throughout its progress, has been 
carried on by the Spaniards without reference to our opinions, a? d gene- 
rally in direct contradiction to our recommendation ; and then wc are to 
be blamed and abused, because, contrary to our own judgments and the 
plain dictates of military expediency, we don’t choose to enter upon wild 
and visionary schemes which we have not the means of accomplishing. 
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The Spaniards forget that, by the folly and treachery of their own 
officers, lh(*y have been brought to the state in which they now find 
themselves ; and we don’t remind them sufficiently often of these circum- 
stances ; and that the cause for which we are contending is theirs essen- 
tially, whatever may be the fRgree of interest which we feel in it. Who 
lost the battle of Ocana, contrary to our advice and intreaties, and conse- 
quently Andalusia? Who gave up B&dajoz treacherously, when we were 
moving to their assistance ? Arc we to blame if the Spanish armies are 
not in such a state as that they can be opposed to the enemy ? or if the 
Cortes have neglected their duty, have usurped the powers of the ex- 
ecutive government, and have misspent their time in fruitless debates ? 
Are we in fault because, by the mismanagement of the American co- 
lonies, the world has been deprived of its usual supply of specie, and 
Great Britain in particular can’t find money to carry on her own opera- 
tions, or aid the allies** 

Let any one Spanish transaction be examined, and the inexperience and 

folly of the principal peojile in Spain will be manifest. I apprised 

of my intention and plan for attacking Ciudad Rodrigo, and him alone; 
the success of which depends principally upon the length of time during 
which I cun keep it concealed from the enemy. Some Spanish women 
at Portalegre were apprised of the plan by him, and it must reach the 
enemy ! ’ ! Yet is one of the best of them. Look at Abadia’s con- 

duct in respect to Galicia. Examine any transaction in which they have 
been concerned, and it will be found characterised by delay, weakness, 
folly, or treachery ! And then we are to be told that our political object 
is to ruin Spain ! Ic is rather a curious circumstance that 1 have received, 
in the report of a conversation between two French Generals at Salamanca, 
the account that the French attributed to us the same motives. 

I have already apprihcd you of my opinion of the practicability of 
assisting Spain with money ; and 1 now enclose you the cojiy of a dispatch 
whicli 1 wrote to Lord Liverpool yesterday, upon our own wants. How 
we are ti» get through an operation upon the frontier 1 don’t know ; and 
if the muleteers should leave us, which they ought, there is ^n end to 
the war, as far as we are concerned in it, as it will be (juite impossible to 
carry it on at a distance from the points at which the rivers cease to be 
navigable. 

I don’t think it quite clear that Soult has left Seville, though Austin, 
who has the best intelligence, says he has. 


The A.G, to l>r. Franck, Inspector hotpUala. 2d Aug. 1811. 

1 am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint you that if it should 
appear expedient to you, to prevent slight cases of illness proceeding so far to the 
rear as Abrantes, and ])robably to Lisbon, to establish a receiving station here, or 
to remove the greater proportion of the depict at Niza to this place, his Excellency 
htis 110 objection to the same, and directs that you should make tlie arrangement 
that will best answer under present circumstances. 1 shall be glad when you have 
determined to know the result, to apprise the several divisions accordingly. 

To Lioiit Gen. Hill. •• Pedrogfto, 4tli Aug. 1811. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 1st, and the enclosure from 
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Lieut. Mackworth ; and 1 now enclose the letter for Marmont, which he 
desires to have, and which I request you to forward to Truxillo if you 
can ; if not, to Badajoz. 

Desire tlie officer who goes with the letter to be very cautious in his 
communications with the French officer relucting the movements of the 
army. He may say, if asked, that the cantonments have been altered, 
and that my head quarters arc in a quinta near Portalegrc. He mu*?! say 
that ho belongs to my Staff; and, upon the whole, both because it would 
be difficult to get to Truxillo, and because it might be discovered at that 
place that we had inarched, J consider it best that he should go only to 
Badajoz. 1 write this letter to Marmont only because you ilesire it ; but 
1 am positively certain that it will answer no j)urposc whatever. 

I have been moving pretty quickly, and have not yet had time to write 
you instructions apjdicable to the different coses which may occur while 
we may be separated, but I will do so this day or to-morrow if 1 can. 

Au Marcchal Marmont, Due tie Rayfuic. An Qiiartier (j^'ncral, re 1 Aofit, 1^11. 

Ayant re<ju hier une lettre de la part de M. le Lieut. Mark worth, (jni 
est prisonnier de guerre a Truxillo, par laquelle il m*Jt})])rend (jue votre 
Excellenee etait disposee a le renvnyer a I’armt^e Anglaise si j*en fesais la 
demande, on <?change pour in officier du mfune rang, prisonnier di* guerre 
en Angletcrre, qui serail ronvoyc dc suite en France, j'ose vous prier de 
faire cet arrangement, et de me nommer I’officier prisonnier en Angletcrre 
quo vous dcbirez soit renvoye en France, ct je m’erigage qu’il b‘>ra ren- 
voyt? de suite. 


To Marshal Sii W. C. Beresford, K.B. Pedrogllo, 4th Aup. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 31 et July. It is quite impossible to 
allow Gen. Harvey to go to England at present. 

The offjcerb of the corps of guides must of course not be promoted 
over the lieads of the seniors. I only wisli tliat wlien their seniors sJiall 
be made Lieutenants, they may be made Lieutenants agyreyados. 

To Vice Aiiin. the Hoii. G. Berkeley. Ped^gfio, 4fh Aug. 1811. 

Major Gen. Lumley’s state of health requiring his immediate return to 
England, I shall be much obliged lu you if you will give directions that 
he may be accommodated with a passage in the first man of war which 
may sail for that country. 

To Vice Adm. the Hou. G. Berkeley. Pedrog&u, 4th Aug. 1811. 

1 have tliis day received your letter of the 30th July. I consider it 
desirable that the battalion of Royal Marines, under the command of 
Major Williams, should still be detained at Lisbon, but that all the 
marines belonging to the ships of the squadron under the command of 
your Excellency sliould be sent to their ships. 


To Major Gen. Needham. Pedrogfio, 4tli Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 8th July. I concur in the recom- 
mendation of Lieut. Col. Sutton to be promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
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Colonel in the service of His Majesty, because Lieut. Col. Sutton had 
distinguished himself in the Portuguese service, and he deserved that 
promotion. 

Major Offley, who has retired from the Portuguese service, is likewise 
a very good officer, and may distinguish himself likewise when he shall 
have an opportunity ; but he has not yet had the opportunity ; therefore 
1 can’t recommend him for promotion. 

I am sorry that Major Offley should fcMsl hurt at the promotion of Lieut. 
Cul. Sutton ; and particularly so, that I cannot with justice to others attend 
to your request that I should recommend Major Offley for promotion. 

To Lieut. Cul. Torrens, Military Secretary. Pedrogilo, 4th Aug. 1611. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d July, regarding 
Lieut. of the — dragoons. 

1 beg to dbeervc, that in an army so large as that under my command, 
and so dispersed os it is in general, and the communications between one 
part of the country and the other being so difficult tis they are in Portugal, 
it is not at all times possible to collect the members of a Court Martial, 
and the witnesses who it is necessary should atterid it ; and, when a General 
Court Martial is assembled, its proceedings must necessarily be suspended 
when the army, or that division of the army to which the members belong, 
are in operation against the enemy. 

Lieut. was brought to trial in the month of September last at 

Niebla, upon charges preferred against him by Col. Sir Granby Calcrafl, 
before a General Court Martial, of which Major Gen. Slade was President, 
llefore the Court could conclude its proceedings the movements of the 
enemy obliged it to adjourn, and the members to return to their duty ; 
and, shortly afterwards, Capl. Percy, one of the members, was taken pri- 
soner, and two others. Major Butler and Capt. dc la Motte, were obliged 
to quit the country on account of their health ; and the number of mem- 
bers was reduced to a President and eleven. It then became a question, 
upon which doubts were entertained, in what manner it was legal, just, 

and proper, to proceed to the trial'of Lieut. , upon which 1 forwarded 

the enclosed memorandum to the Judge Advocate General, 

When his answer arrived tlie army was again engaged in operations 
against the enemy. The regiments to which some of the members of the 
Court Martial, the pr<»secutor, the prisoner, and some of the witnesses 
ladongcd, were detached to the frontiers of Andalusia, while others were 
on the. frontiers of Old Castille ; and it would have been impossible to 
assemble all the parties till the army collected in the end of June on the 
frontier of Estremadura. In the mean time, Lieut. Fox, the principal 
witness for the jirisoner, was killed ; and I then received the letter from 

Col. Lord E. Somerset, and its ‘enclosure from Lieut. , which 1 now 

transmit 

Upon receiving that letter 1 deemed it proper to pardon Lieut — , 
and to order that he might be released from his arrest, in a letter, of which 
1 enclose a copy, from the Adj. General : notwithstanding that, HU Royal 
Highness will observe, by the perusal oi ^e copy of the proceedings of 

the Court, as fay as they had gone, that Lieut. was not entirely free 

from blame. 
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1 am much concerned if any officer suffers from delay in bringing him 
to trial, or in bringing his trial to a conclusion. It can be no object to 
me to delay a trial ; on Uic contrary : but I must take care tliat the trial, 
when it does take place, is one in earnest, and that all the witnesses who 
can throw light on the charges arc present to give their testimony, and 
that the law and the Articles of War are attended to ; and also that the 
members of a General Court Martial are with tlieir regiments and brigades 
at the time the troops are engaged in operations against the enemy. 

If tlie mode of trial by Court Martial is inconvenionl on active service, 
the fault is in the law, and, I hope, not in the mode in which it is carried 
into execution. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. PtMlrogfto. 4th Aug. IHl I. 

1 have received your letter of the i6th, with the enclosure from Ct)l. 
Hamilton. 

Our cavalry were in very had order, bi^ciiuse they were very hard wotked, 
in very bad weather, in a country ii whicl) there w:is very little forage. 
All the arrangeinenib of carts could not have remedied tins inconvenience. 

Mr. Kennedy, ab Commissary General, is at the bead of the transport 
department, and is ]ierfeclly cnp«ihle of conducting it, and does conduct it 
os well ns any man can. I should not wibh to have any body sent out from 
England to jierform the duties now performed so well by Mr. Kennedy. 

I'u the Eurl of LiTcqiool. PedrogOA, 4th Aug. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 17tb 
.luly, in wliieh you have enclosed the copy of a memorandum of the l.'Hh 
July, which you had received from H.R.H. the Commander in Chiei, in 
regard to tlie enlistment of Portuguese recre'^- i r the British regini'^nts. 

The people of Portugal agree remarkably well with the British soldiers. 
1 have never known an instance of the most trifling disagreement among 
the soldiers or officers of the two nations. The Portuguese soldiers <‘al the 
same food, and, as military men, adopt the same habits as our soldiers, 
including, in some instances, their di8p68ition to intoxication ; and there- 
fore 1 should think it a preferable mode of introducing them into the 
British service, to place them indiscriminately in the same comjianics with 
recruits raised in His Majesty’s dominions. Each individual would then 
be more likely to conduct himself on every occasion, and in all circum- 
stances, as a British soldier. However, there is no reason to believe that 
the Portuguese soldiers, if collected in separate companies, would behave 
otherwise than well in any situation ; and, if tliat mode of incorporating 
them be preferred, 1 see no objection to it. 

I am apprehensive, however, that your Lordship is much mistaken if you 
imagine that you could increase your numbers to any great extent by the 
adoption of this measure. It could not be attempted without the consent 
of the Portuguese government; and 1 don’t think that they could be pre- 
vailed upon to give their consent to our enlisting a single man. 

Your Lordship is probably not aware that the whole milifkry force of 
Portugal is raised by a conscription, not very different from that which pre- 
vails in France ; and that, according to the ancient constitution of Portu- 
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gal, every individual is obliged to serve in the regular army, in the 
militia, or in the Ordenonza, as an officer or a soldier. Those who might 
enlist to serve in the British army therefore, would, in proportion to their 
numbers, decrease the number of those liable to be called upon to serve 
in one of tlje Portuguese military establishments ; and this plausible reason 
would afford the Portuguese government ground for a refusal to grant 
permission to enlist recruits in Portugal, to which they would adhere. 
But if the Portuguese government should, contrary to my expectation, 
grant permission to enlist recruits, 1 believe that we should get but very 
few, notwithstanding the known attachment of the people to us. 

The people of Portugal, in general, arc agriculturists, and, like those of 
the same description in all other countries, are very little disposed to mili- 
tary service. As 1 have before stated, they are obliged by the ancient law 
of their country to serve, otherwise 1 believe that very few of them would 
be found in the ranks ; and they are very much addicted to desertion (not 
to the enemy) in their own country, as well as in Spain. In Lisbon and 
Oporto some recruits might be got ; but, to show your Lordship how few, 
1 may mention that an attempt was made, under the patronage of the pre- 
sent Patriarch, to raise the Lusitaniaii Legion by enlistment, instead of by 
conscription, and two battalions were never completed ; and their losses 
by desertion were so great, and their gains by recruiting by the mode of 
enlistment so small, that in a very few months after they were raised it 
was necessary to give up the mode of recniiting by enlistment, and to allot 
the TiU&itanian Legion to one of the provinces, to be completed with re- 
cruits raised within the same by conscri]ition. The reeruits for the Lusi- 
tanian T..egion, however, were raised principally at Oporto, and some might 
be raised at Lisbon ; but to show your Lordship how few, and how diffi- 
cult it would b( to detain in the service those enlisted there, and how 
unlikely the government would be to consent to our enlisting recruits 
tliere, 1 may mention that, even with the assistance of the conscription, 
they have never been able to keep the Lisbon regiments complete, not 
withstanding that, with their usuiil partiality to that city, they have not 
allotted the number of regiments whicli it ought to keep complete, accord- 
ing to any fair comparative estimate of its jiopulation ; and the recruits 
sent to those regiments desert as soon as they reach them. 

From this statement your ijordship will be able to judge of the expe- 
diency of pressing this subject on the Portuguese government. 

Thf A.G. to Capt, , D.A.A,G, 4th Aug. 1811. 

Your letter of the .Mist ult. has been laid before his Excellency the Commander 
of ihe Forces, and 1 am directed to acquaint yon that it appears to his Excellency 
that, from some cause or otlier, Lieut. Col. Elley did not receive tlic states of the 
di\ isioii to which you are attached at the time he ought to have done, and therefore 
ihore was blame or accident some^rhere that required explanation. Lieut. Col. 
Filey is considered ns responsible for the duties of the Adj. Gencrara department 
w ith tlie cavalry, and it is incumbent upon him to report where the accident or 
( ause for hhnne occurred. 

'1 o the Kail of Liverpool. Penamacor, 5th Aug. 181 1. 

Ah 1 never reported to your Lordship l^at 1 entertained any intention 
to lepair the fort of Almeida, I did not think it necessary to apprise your 
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JLordahip that that intention had been frustrated ; nor should 1 now advert 
to the subject, only that I observe that the measures adopted at Almeida, 
under the directions of Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, in the commencement 
of June, have attracted the attention of tlie public of England. 

The mines which the French Gen. Brenicr had prepared, when he was 
about to evacuate Almeida, entered the rampart on a level wjth the terre^ 
plrin of the fort, and were carried along the exterior rerciement. Many 
of these mines did not explode, and those wliich did explode did no more 
mischief than to throw into the ditch of the j)lace the exterior rct*pfement 
of the rampart of that part, as low down only as the terre-phut of the 
fort. The eifects of the mines were so ill calculated that the ramiMirts 
and parapets remained entire, and, with but few eveeptions, (he guns in 
their places in the embrasures in the latter, and the destrn<-tion could not 
be perceived in the inside of the fort. Tlie stone and rubhibh, however 
which were lodged in the ditches by the fall of tlie exterior reUtement of 
the rampart afforded ])racti(*ablo pa4.sagi‘8 into the ])lace, nearly at all the 
points at which the mines had exi»loded ; but, with this exception, and 
the deslruetion of one outwork in the same manner, the works of the place 
were in as good order as when 1 had seen them in the year 1810. 

Under these eircumstances, 1 proposed to the Portuguese governmonl a 
plan of putting the place imn.ediately in a state to be tenable against a 
ioup dv tnaut, in order to afford time for consideration wlietlier the ex- 
pense slioiild be incurred thereupon for re-establishing it entirely. Al- 
though 1 was aware of the utility and importance of l>aving Alniiiiwi as a 
secure j)ost for the operations which I had in view for the campaign, yet 
J lliought it not improbable that I should be obliged to remove the ui.ole 
army from tliat part of the country ; and, for tl reason, and becauM' I 
knew from experience that the Portuguese govtrnment would adopt none 
of the measures necessary to ]mt the jdace in a state to be held against a 
roupdf main, if they entertainwl any ho])es tliat 1 sJiould do ihi* work I 
thouglit it ]>roj)er to intimate to them that the work must h(» done by the 
means which they should collect tlieinselvcs, and tJiat I must have their 
determination, and that they must collect the peojile immediately. 

I enclose the copy of the letter which I wrote to Mr Stuart upon this 
f/icasion, on the 13th May, in answer to which I was informed that tlie 
Portuguese government would readily undertake tJic proposed work. 

On the Kith May I (juitted Villar Formoso to join the troops in Estre- 
madun^ having previously detached 2 divisions from tlie army in 
Castillo; and 1 left with Sir B. Spencer the enclosed memorandum 
written on the night of the 15th.* It provided for his operations, in case 
tlie enemy should make an irruption into Portugal upon hearing of my 
departure with the 2 divisions of the army, and for the necessity of his 
retreat; and particularly specified that Almeida should be destroyed when 
abandoned by Gen. Pack, but that it should not be abandoned Mill it 
should be necessary.’ On the 29th Mayt 1 made Lieut. Gen. Sir B. 
Spencer still further acquaint<*d with my views respecting Almeida, in a 
letter which I wrote to him in answer to one in which he had informed 
me that he liiid set Gen. Pack’s brigade to perform the work which I had 
* Sec 1 ». 22. I Sec y, 55. 
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thought necessary to render the place tenable against a coup de main. 
On the let June I wrote another letter* to Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, 
directing the movements which he should make in the event of the enemy 
moving to the southward ; in which letter I particularly specified that 
Gen. Pack must remain at Almeida, till relieved by the expected militia 
garrison. 

It will thus appear that I ordered, on the 15th May last, that Almeida 
should be effectually destroyed, if it should be necessary to abandon it, 
wlien I contemplated the possibility of the enemy's endeavor to return 
into I’ortugal, and of the necessity for the retreat of the troops from the 
frontiers of Castille; and that on the 1st June I ordered the movement 
of tlie troops on liic frontiers of Castille to the southward, when I thought 
it probable that Marmont would make the movement to the southward, 
with the exception of Gen. Pack’s brigade, which I desired might remain 
at Almeida till relieved by the militia, and of tlic 5th division, in tlic 
cantonments on the IJpjier Coa. It did not occur to me that, in the event 
of the enemy’s movement to tlie southward, it would be necessary to 
witiidraw from the frontier, or to abandon Almeida, and therefore I did 
not advert to this jiossibility in my letter of the Ist June. 

It appears that Marmont made the movements in the beginning of 
June contemplated in my letter of the 1st of that month, and Lieut. Gen. 
Sir B. Spencer made those directed for the troops under his command ; 
but, on the Ith June (the day on which Marmont marched to Moras 
Verdes, after having thrown provisions into Ciudad Rodrigo), Gen. Pack 
withdrew from Almeida by order of Lieut Gen. Sir B. Spencer, and 
completed its destruction, leaving still one battalion in the neighbourhood 
of that place ; from which it would appear that the abandonment of that 
place was not necessary : and 1 have the honor to enclose the official report 
which I have received from Sir B. Spencer, of the 14th June, on that 
subject, in answer to a letter which I wrote to him on the 1 1th June.t 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresfuril, K 11. Peiianiacor, Gth Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 2d Aug. I don’t recollect the pro- 
posal made against Lemos; but I suppose it w^as some trick by the 
government. It appears to me that we arc going backwards in tlie 
way of influence with these gentlemen. Let me know it officially if 
they refuse to adopt the measure you propose in respect to the military 
chest, &c. 

1 enclose the state of the ammunition with the several brigades of Por- 
tuguese artillery on this side of the Tagus, from which you will see how 
things stand 1 think 1 shall soon have a sufficient quantity of artillery 
to attach a British brigade tp each division, excepting Hamilton’s, so tliat 
you may then keep the whole of this artillery in reserve. 

1 ratlier think that I shall immediately close up Ciudad Rodrigo. It 
will depend upon what I shall hear this day. 

1 beg you to let me know what orders you have given about the militia 
of Beira and Tras os Montes, and toiwhat places I shall send orders for 
each of the regiments. 

’ * Sei p. C2. 


t See p. 82. 
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To Lieut Gen. Ghuham. Penamacor, Otli Aug. 1811, 9 a.u 

I have received your note of the 5th. 1 don’t know whether you 
received a long letter which I wrote to you from Portalegre nearly a fort- 
night ago, in which I explained the object of our movement to this side of 
the Tagus. 

I have not yet received the intelligence which I expect at every mo- 
ment, which will enable me to determine whether I shall move on upon 
Ciudad Rodrigo immediately or not. From Ihe tenor of that which I 
have received, however, I think I ought to move on, and I therefore re- 
commend to you to come hero to-morrow. If 1 Hhonld leave tins place, 

I shall send a note to Pedrogao in the monung early, where you will do 
well in that case to halt, and you will he able to overtake me at Sabugal 
the next day. 


To Col. O’Lawlor. Ptriamocor flth Aur IKI J, H p.m. 

I have just received your letter of 5 r m. yesterday. I don’t exactly 
understand the paper M'hicli )ou have sent me 

The enemy have certainly not pot provi‘'ion8 for 1! montns in Ciudad 
Rodrigo, if they have no more than you state; hut I siijipose what is 
stated has been introduced lately, and, with what was there before, niake^ 
an amount sufficient for 2 month*- ; but this notion does not agree with 
my other accounts. I wish, therefore, that you would make further in- 
quiries what quantities they really received, what quantities the> had before, 
and for what time they have now ; and the strength of the garrison, of 
what force of each description of troops. I shall be to morrow at Sabugal, 
and next day, jirobably, in front of that town. 

It is very desirable that some arrangement should be made for sccu.hjg 
for us all the provisions of that part of the e , mtry, as, if we are to 
blockade that place, we must not starve. 


To . PpiMinac ur, 6ll> Aui(. Iftl 1. 

1 have just recei\ed your letter of Uie 20tli July, in which you apjirise 
me of the imiircsBion so unfavorable to me in a certain quarter, from iny 
having omitted to make my acknowledgments of the support I Jiad re- 
ceived, and jiarlicularly for having been allowed to recommend a certain 
number of officers for promotion. 

You were quite correct in stating that J had expressed my acknowledg- 
ments to the office from whence the communication had proceeded ; and, 
if reference is made to the office of the Commander in Chief, it will be 
found that on the 14th May I did cxpre8.s what I felt upon the particular 
subject of the promotion of the officers, not in cold terms. 

It may be wrong to consider public arrangements not as matters of 
favor to any individual, and therefore not fit subjects for the acknowledg- 
ments of ihat individual ; and, at all events, I don’t see in what manner, 
or in what terms, an individual like me is to address the head of the na- 
tion upon such an occasion. Even if 1 had received a mark of personal 
favor, I should doubt the propriety of my addressing my acknowledg- 
ments direct to so high an authority ; and, if it be true that the support 
of the war in the Peninsula is a public arrangement, I should be apt to 
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consider an address of acknowledgment from mo as misplaced, if not 
something very near impertinence. 

It appears to me to be now too late to write any thing more on the sub- 
ject of the recommendations for promotion ; but you may depend upon 
it, if another occasion should oifer, 1 shall not fail to do what you have 
informed me would be well received. 1 hope that His Royal Highness 
will believe that he has Tiot in his service a more zealous or a more faitli- 
ful servant than myself. 1 shall serve him to the best of my ability as 
long as he may think 1 can promote his service ; and His Royal Highness 
will find that I shall not ask for his favor at all for myself, and, I hope*, 
not unreasonably for those under my command, who have a right to ex- 
pect that I should make known their pretensions. 


The A.G, to Lieul. Col. RUey^ A.A.G.^ Cavalry. 6th Aug. 1811. 

1 am under the necessity of uguiti drawing your attention to my original in- 
Btructions u]»or the subject of the daily slates of the Cavalry divisions. The hiti 
daily states forwarded from the cavalry I now enclose you, and you will perceive 
the total impoosihility of my complying with the wishes of the Commander of the 
Forces in mak ng up a general daily state of the army, when thi' divisional states 
are forwarded in so very irrcgidar a manner. In order to j)revent a recurrence of 
this irregnlari'y, wfiicli is attended with such very serious inconvenience, I heg in 
the first instiiucc that you will give directions to all the corps in your divisions to 
transmit (whatever may he the distance) their daily statc.s direct to you, from 
which you w 11 have the goodness to cause your daily state of the division.^ to he 
made up agneahly to the form already pointed out. To enable you to comply 
with this, I now enclose you a copy of the last state, ns entered in my general 
return ; and dionhl unavuiduhle delay exist, in your receiving the states from the 
several brigades or corps, \ou will, as regularly as opportunities may admit, forward 
to inv olHce « copy of your last state, thereby enabling me to complete the general 
one lor the Commander of the Forces. Although at one moment the diBjmsition 
of the army and jiarticular situation of the cavalry may present a facility in 
infringing upon the established rules laid down for observance, yet these iniiovn- 
tioiis eannot fail to euuse incoiivenieiiee and delay in forwarding the public 
bu8inc.ss of a department. 

To Marshal Sir W. ileresford, K.13. Sabugul, 7th Aug. 1811. 

From wliat I have heard of the state of the provisions, and of the gar- 
rison of Ciudad Rodrigo, I propose to shut it up as soon as 1 can, unless, 
before 1 can do so, 1 should receive positive intelligence that the informa- 
tion which I have already received is erroneous. It must be expected 


(j. O. Sabiigal, 7th Aug. 1811. 

1. The Provisional battalion, consisting of the Buffs, 29th, 31st, 57th, and 6Gtli regts., 
is to he broken up, and tlie Buffs and 57^ are each to resume tlieir separate formations in 
the usual niaiiiier. 

2. The oflirers and men present 6t for duty in the 29tb, Sist, and 66tli ore to form a 
provisional liattalion, under the command of tlie senior officer of the three who shall be pre- 
sent fit for duty ; and the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates present fit fur 
duty of the 29th and 66th are to lie formed into three companies of each regiment, and of 
the 31st into four, for the purposes of this battalion. 

3. The Commanding officer of the provisional battalion above ordered, will fix upon the 
iiumlier* of officers and non-commissioned officers belonging to the tliree regiments com- 
jNising it, which are to go to Lisbon, in order to superintend Uie equipment of the loldien 
of those regiments as they will come out of the hospital. 

4. The officers, non-commissioned officers, an^yoldiers of the provisional battalion are 
to continue to belong to the respective companies in t|^r regiment, the companies in the 
provisional battalion being formed only to answer a fempOTary purpose. 
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that the enemy will adopt all the means in their power to oblige us to de • 
sist from our object ; and we must be prepared to adopt measures to 
resist them wherever they shall attack us. 

One of their plans will be to collect the whole of tlieir force ; that is, 
Bessieres’ army of the north, the * Amifedc Portugal^ and the 5tli corps, 
and fight a general action, to oblige us to relinquish our object. If they 
do tins, I shall bring Hill’s cor])S to this army. 

Another plan will be, to manoeuvre with tlie 5th ror]>s on the south of 
the Tagus, whilst, with the army of the north and the ‘ Armeede Portugal* 
they attack us. This wo shall oppose with Hill’s corp* on the south of 
the Tagus. 

Another plan will bo, to manoeuvre with the ‘ Armi^dv Pcaiugat* on tlie 
north of the Tagus, and through Lower Boira, and, with the 5th corps on 
the south of that river, thus, if possible, to oblige us to raise the siege or 
blockade, and the army of the north would then jelieve the ]dacc. 

Against the execution of this plan I prrqKjse to make the following dis- 
position : 

1st; I propose that all above 10,000 men of Hill’s corps shall form a 
reserve, to be stationed at Gastello Br.incu . and, 2dly ; in the disposition 
for the blockade or siege, I propr>se that the dth division shall he between 
Pcnamacor and Saluigal. This division, with what Hill can s])are, will 
give nearly 10,000 men for the jwjsition of the Oereza, bchides Le Cor\ 
militia. On the other hand, the 4th division w'ill be at hand to join the 
army, in case the ‘ Armeedc Portugal* should join the army of the north to 
attack us. I propose to make Le Cor occn]>y Monsanto, which will con- 
fine the enemy in some degree, and, I believe, Pcimgarcia, and also 
Sortelha. 

It will be very desirable that the garrison sin nl * he in readiness to b»* 
thrown into Abrantes, as well as that the militia of tin* north, and of 
Beira, sliould be ready to play such part as may b(* allotted to tliem in 
these operations. 

It will also be necessary that the government should he prepared to 
feed the militia, and that money should be sent to the Commissaries of 
Madden’s and Otway’s brigades of cavalry, and of Pack’s brigade of in- 
fantry, and of the brigade No. 5 ca^’adorcs and L3th infantry, in order 
that something may be purcliased for them in Spain, otherwise they will 
starve ; or I must relinquish the operation. 

I have just received your letter of the 4th. I wait to give any answer 
about the servants till government shall have decided upon your reference. 
You have forgotten to send me the enclosures mentioned in your letter. 

To Major Gkn. Peacocke. Salmgah 7Ui Aug. 1811. 

I request you to give directions that every man, and every thing, coming 
from Lisbon for the Ist, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7tli, and Light divisions of in- 
fantry, may be sent by sea to the mouth of the Mondego, and thence by 
Coimbra to the army. 


To Lieut Oeu. HilL Sabugal, 8th Aug. 1811. 

My intention is to blockade, and even to attack, Ciudad Rodrigo, if it 
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should be in my power ; and 1 am now about to inform you of the mode 
in which I should wish you to co-operate in what 1 shall do. 

You are aware that what is called the * Armie de PortugaV is stationed 
upon the Tagus, with its right at Plasencia and its left at Truxillo ; 
and the 5th corps, under Drouet, is at Zafra, having, 1 believe, one 
division in the Condado de Niebla. This corps consists of 2 divisions of 
infantry of about 10,000 men, and, 1 should think, not less than 2000 
cavalry. 

My wish is, that you should observe the movement of the 5th corps. 
If that corps should move to cross the Tagus at Almaraz, you will then 
move to cross the Tagus at Villa Velhii, and proceed on by Gastello 
Branco to join the army. 

I propose tliat your corps in Alentcjo should be joined by the 9th light 
dragoons. Barbaccna’s brigade of cavalry already belongs to it ; and it 
will further be joined by the 28th regt., and detachments arrived for the 
51th and other regiments, and others that are expected every moment, 
including cavalry and infantry I should not wish you to keep more men 
jn Alenlejo than 10,000, and that the remainder should be eventually 
detached to Gastello Branco, in order to form the foundation of a corps to 
be formed there to keep up the communication with the army. 

In a view to this detachment, I would wish you now to send one brigade 
of British infantry from the 2d division, and one regiment of Portuguese 
infantry from (Jen. Hamilton’s division, to Portalegre. This brigade of 
British infantry should be supplied by its commissariat, and Major Gen. 
Hamilton will take care that the Portuguese regiment is well supplied 
with provisions by the Portuguese commissariat. Hereafter, when the 
proper time sliall come, 1 will order these troops to cross the Tagus to 
Gastello Branco. 

If the 5th corps, should, instead of crossing the Tagus, manoeuvre upon 
you ill Alentejo, 1 request you first to move upon Portalegre, and there 
either stand their attack or not, as you may think proper, according to 
your notion of tlieir force compared with >our own. If you should not 
stand tlieir attack, you will retire by Gaviao toA\ard& Abrantes, and thence 
acroas tlie Zezerc, taking the line of the Tagus, with Santarem upon your 
right. When you sliall pass Niza, you will pick up the bridge of Villa 
Velha, and either send the boats down to Abrantes or destroy them. 

It is possible that the army of Portugal, instead of moving to attack us 
at Ciudad Rodrigo, may manoeuvre on the right of the Tagus by Zarza 
la Mayor and Gastello Branco. 1 shall in that case join the 4th division 
of infantry with the detacliment from the 2d, and Gen. Hamilton’s divi- 
sion, which will be at Gastello Branco, and with Le Gor’s militia, and 
shall endeavor to stop them in the position of the Ocreza. In this case it 
would be desirable that you should maintain yourself at Portalegre as long 
as possible, and that you should not retire from Gaviao in a hurry ; and 
that you should maintain yourself upon thh Tagus, with your left upon 
the Zezere, till these troops should have joined you. 

This is the general outline of what 1 intend ; and I shall he glad to hear 
from you whether I have made myself clearly understood by you. 

1 have desired Murray to establish a daily communication with you by 
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means of mounted guides ; and 1 beg that you will have the dispatch sent 
from your quarters daily at the regular hour. 

P.S. I send a letter for Marmont, which I beg you to forward to 
Badajoz. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Sabugal, 9th Aug. 1811. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me know what re- 
gulation you have made for the payment of the soldiers at the depdt at 
Belem, as the officers commanding companies in many regiments of the 
army complain that the soldiers being paid their balances at Belem, for a 
period to which the estimates of the regiments of the army have not been 
discharged, come up to their regiments in debt. 

I don’t recollect that the regulations of the service, or the G. O. of the 
army, would allow of more money being drawn for a soldier in the dc])6t 
at Belem than would be absolutely necessary to sustain him, or than 
would be required to supply him with necessaries. But 1 should be glad 
to know what the order and practice is at Belem, before 1 give any further 
order upon the subject. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will have the men reported to be fit 
for duty at Belem examined from time to time, to see whether any of 
them have become fit for service in tlic field. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Sabugal, 6th Aug. 1811. 

I wish to draw your attention to the situation of the Prince of Orange 
with this army. I have appointed him, with his own consent, to be one 
of my aides de camp, and it is impossible for any body to conduct himself 
with more propriety than he docs in every respect. 

I think, liowever, that if His Highness was promoted in the course of 
a short time to be a Colonel in the army, I could attach him to a brigade, 
in a situation in which he would have a better opportunity of seeing how 
the detail of the army was conducted, and how the duty was done, at the 
same time that it would be more suitable to his rank and situation in life. 

1 shall be much obliged to you if you will consider of this suhjecl. 
The Prince is now gone to Cadiz, and 1 expect him in about a fortnight. 

To tbe Earl of Liverjiool. Sabugal, 8th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose the morning state of the 5th inst. of the troops in the field. 
The 32d and ’J'lth regts. are not included, not having yet joined the divi- 
sions to which they belong. 

I am sorry to say that the young troops have not stood their march very 
well, although the marches were purposely made very short, and they 
were never exposed to the sun at a later hour than 8 o’clock. The dis- 
eases, however, are very slight, and, with the exception of some few of 
the Walcheren soldiers, the old soldiers are remarkably healthy. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Sabugal, 8th Aug. 1811. 

1 have continued to move the troops to their left since I addressed you 
on the 1st inst., as I did not, till last night, receive any accounts upon 
which I could depend of the state of the supplies in Ciudad Rodrigo. I 

VOL. V. • r 
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have now reason to believe that a sufficient supply to last the garrison for 
2 months was introduced into the place about the 28tli July, and the 
troops which escorted the convoy returned again to the north about the 
2d inst. 

Gen. Silveira writes on the 28th July, that Bessiercs’ troops, and those 
under Gen. Santocildes, still maintained the positions which he had re- 
ported on the 21&t that they occupied respectively; and he says that 
Bessiercs has under his command, including the garrisons of Zamora and 
Toro, not less than 20,000 men. This force is larger than I imagined he 
could collect, and renders it improbable that I shall be able to undertake 
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. I observe, also, that the French are col- 
lecting large magazines at Vitoria; from which circumstance I should 
imagine that the reports which they have circulated of the early arrival 
in Spain of reinforcements have some foundation. 

These circumstances, combined with a knowledge which I have ob- 
tained, that the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo had received information of 
our march in that direction, have induced me to continue it, and to take 
up our cantonments in that neighbourhood. At present I think it more 
doubtful than it was that I shall be in a situation to undertake the siege 
of Ciudad Rodrigo ; but the movement which I am making may lead ti' 
some operation by the enemy which may afford an opprirtunity of striking 
an advantageous blow; or, if reinforcements are not expected from 
France, the enemy may be induced to draw some troops from the eastern 
coast of the Peninsula, or from the soutliward^ to impede our progress, 
and thus a seasonable diversion will have been afforded to those of the 
allies who are at present the most ])ressed. 

In all my considciations upon this subject I don’t at all reckon upon 
the operations of the corps under Stiniocildes, because 1 am quite con- 
vinced that if the enemy should think it expedient to collect their forces, 
to fall upon the allied Biitish and Portuguise army, not only they will 
not be prevented from doing so by any apiiiehension of tlie operations of 
the corps under Gen. SantiKildes, but that the operations of that corjis are 
not likely to be of the description to give them any reasonable grounds 
for uneasiness. 

All the movements of Gen. Sanlocildes, from the moment he would 
leave the hills of Galicia, would be cramped by his apprehensions of the 
enemy’s cavalry opposed to his undisciplined infantry, and he would pro- 
bably not be able to get possession even of Salamanca. 

1 learn that a part of the 5lh corps still remained at Zafra on the 2d of 
this month, and one division only had gone towards the Condado de Niebla. 

All accounts agree in stating that Marshal Soult has gone towards 
Granada. 

P.S. 1 have received a report from Valladolid, stating that Marshal 
Bessieres has returned to France, and that G^n. Dorsenne now commands 
the troops in the north. 

Au Mail dial Maimont, Due dc Raguse An Quartier GeuLial, ce 9 AoOt, ISll. 

J’aiThonneur de vous envoyer une lettre que je viens de recevoir de 
rAngleterre, par laquelle votre Excellence verra quo M. Ville sur Arce, 
au sort du([uel votre Excellence s’lnteressait, a dte envoy6 en France. 
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To J. DujQT, Esq. Casillas de Flores, 9(li Aiif^. 1811. 

I was in hopes that I should have heard from you after the arrival of 
the Minho^ to inform me of your success in procuring for the army some 
of the money which has arrived in that vessel. I assure you that we 
were never in such want of money as we are at the present moment ; and 
1 hope that you will spare no eifort to send us, as soon as possible, the 
largest supply that can be procured. 


To the Ri. Hon. H. Wellesley. Casillas dc Flores, Otli Aug. 1811. 

I enclose my dispatch of yesterday to the Sec. of State. I am very 
apprehensive that tliere are some symptoms of Buonaparte’s coming to 
Spain, of course with a large reinforcement, notwithstanding that I hear 
from Salamanca that the report there of a war with Russia was more pre- 
valent than ever. 

1 write to Duff by this opportunity, to request him to spore no means 
whatever to increase our supplies of specie ; you may depend upon it that 
every shilling you get for bills upon England, and advance to the Spanish 
government, is so much out of our military chest. I conceive that wc 
now get every sum which any individual is willing to advance for a bill 
upon England, excepting those sums which you get, and that we should 
get these sums likewise, if you did not lake them. I don’t mean to say, 
however, it is not as necessary to supply the Spaniards with money at 
times as it is to supply our own troops, and I have more than once sup- 
plied them from our military chest ; but still the supply of specie by you 
at Cadiz diminishes the supply of the military chest of this army. 


To Capt. Kipping, Coimbra. Fueiite Guiiiahlo, 12th Aug. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter and its enclosures, which 1 have 
received from Mr. Stuart. 

I beg that you will go to the house occupied by Staff Surgeon , 

and that you will ascertain whether it is true or not that Mr. had 

the door of a room broken open at the ’s, at Coimbra. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guiiialdo, 12th Aug. 18]]. 

I received last night your letter of the 6th; and I am concerned to find 
that the government persist in an erroneous system of taxation, notwith- 
standing all that we can represent to them upon the subject. However, 
the government of Brazil being determined to annihilate the influence of 
the servants of the British government in the concerns of Portugal, it is 
.almost useless to remonstrate; and, in my opinion, you should confine 
yourself to the limit of telling them individually and privately, that 
unless they introduce the reforms in all the branches of the administration 


Q, Casillat de Flores, 9th Aug. 161 1. 

1. Lieut. Gen. Graham, having joined the army, is to take the command of the l§t divi- 
sion of infantry. . , , 

6. The Commander of the Forces requests that whenever a soldier is sent with a letter, 
the person who sends it will require a receipt for it. He also requests that officers will 
recollect the cover of a letter is not a receipt ; and that by the practice of giving soldiers 
the covers of letters which they have brought as the evidence to be produced of tlie delivery, 
fliey afford opportunities for neglect of duty, and fiauds to conceal tlie neglect. 

r 2 
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which have been recommended to them, they must not expect the in* 
creased assistance of Great Britain. This intimation will have, at all 
events, the effect of strengthening the hands of our friends. 

You are quite in the right to adhere strictly to the orders you have re- 
ceived respecting the settlement of the accounts of the subsidy. 

I believe there was some mismanagement on the part of Uie gentlemen 
who ordered tlie preparations for the feast at Mafra ; but I was intolerably 
cheated, as will appear when I state that 1 found the meat, fowls, wine, 
&c., and the Commissary Gen. carried the things to Mafra for me, and 
yet the feast, in addition to these, cost me £1200. I referred the bills to 
the police. 1 don’t know what their decision was ; but, as they were cer- 
tainly exorbitant beyond measure, I determined to defer the payment till 
it should be perfectly convenient to me. I don’t know whether it is yet so, 
not having bad time to look into my accounts ; but I should imagine not, 
as the situation which 1 fill is not only not a sinecure, but not remarkably 
well paid. I can’t, however, tliink it any hardship to oblige people to 
wait for their money who have asked three times at least more than they 
ought ; and, at all events, 1 can’t allow you to incur an inconvenience 
which I can’t at jiresent incur myself. 1 can certainly pay some of the 
money, and I shall make Sodre begin the settlement immediately. 

I desired Mackenzie to remove my wine from Bandcira’s, because 
Bandeira, after having invited me and all my family to consider his house 
as our own, and to go there when we pleased without billet, had a breeze 
with Campbell the other day, because he went to live there without a 
billet, and was nearly coming to blows in the street. I was very glad to 
have so good an opportunity of divorcing myself from Bandeira. I de- 
sired that a house might be taken for me, in order in some degree to 
mortify the government and the principal people of Lisbon, and if pos- 
sible to make them feel a little respecting their conduct about billets. I 
am slaving like a negro for them : 1 liave saved the people in Lisbon, 
particularly, from the enemy, and I take nothing from them, while they 
continually torment me with their frivolous complaints on subjects on 
wliich they ought to liave no feeling. 

I shall not make use of tlie palace of Bemposta, or of any tiling else 
belonging to the Prince ; nor will T lie under any obligation to any Por- 
tuguese for my private convenience. I sliall pay rent for the house, which 
1 want only to hold my wine, and to receive the officers of my family 
when they go to Lisbon. I shall not be sorry if the government and prin- 
cipal people of Lisbon know the reason why 1 take this house ; viz., that 
I will not lay myself under an obligation to any of them. 

To Major Dickioti, U.A. Fuenic Guiiialdo, 13tli Aug. 1811. 

In consequence of the reports which I received, that the garrison of 
Ciudad Rodrigo were in want of provisions, which reports were not con- 
tradicted in time, I have brought the army to this quarter sooner tlian 1 
intended ; which circumstance may, I think, injure our enterprise. 

I have received your letter of the 6th, but not that of the 1st : every 
thing.appears to me to be going on well, and I should hope that we shall 
not be materially wrong in our time. 
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To Major Gen. H. Cain|)bell. Fuetite Gutualdu^ ISik Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 12th, in respect to Capt. Boyce’s 
leave. 1 beg you to show to Capt. Boyce the enclosed letter which I 
have received from the Horse Guards, upon the numerous applications 
from the officers of tlie army for leave of absence, and also to point 
out to him the inconvenience to his own regiment which must result from 
his absence at present. 1 have felt this inconvenience so strongly, that 
1 have sent iny own aide de camp, Capt. Canning, to do duty with the 
regiment. 

Under these circumstances, I am under the necessity of declining to 
give leave of absence to Capt. Boyce ; and, even if ho should send in his 
resignation, I can’t allow him to quit his regiment till his successor shall 
be a})pointed. 1 am very sorry to be obliged to refuse Capt. Boyce ; and 
1 hope that his good sense will point out to him the injury which will 
result to himself from the stop which he states he intends to take. I can 
only say, that, if ai\y officer is sent from England to relieve Capt. Boyce, 
he shall have immediately the leave which he solicits. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fiicnte Guioaldo, 13th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 8th. The acquittal of the Conde do 
Sabugal is very extraordinary, his honorable acquittal still more so ; as, if 
I recollect rightly, I sent to the government undoubled proof of his be- 
longing to the ‘ Ligion WHonneur^ and of his being an officer in the 
service of France. Indeed, 1 have his name in the Emplacentent of the 
army as a Lieutenant Colonel. I should think Beresford will not allow 
him to join any regiment as an officer. 

I don’t know whether I have the power to depute any person to ad- 
minister an oath, which J am required by the auditors to administer, or 
in what form I ought to make out the deputation ; but you will do well 
to make inquiry from the auditors on both points. 

Ti. His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaliio, 13th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 9th, regarding the sending to France 
the disabled prisoners of war. I can have no objection to their being 
sent; but, as the French government will in all probability pay no 
respect to the Portuguese flag of truce, 1 should recommend that these 
prisoners should be sent to England, and that you should address the 
Transport board to have them sent to France by an English flag of 
truce. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Fuente Guiualdo, 14th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a complaint, and the translation of it, which His Majesty’s 
minister at Lisbon has transmitted to me, of the damage done to the bar- 
racks at Evora, by the British troops lately stationed there under 

, of the Buffs. 

It distresses me much to And that, notwithstanding the pains which 1 
have taken for such a length of time, the troops can’t be detached from 
under the immediate view of their General officers without doing some 
damage to the buildings in which they may be quartered, or mischief to 
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some individual. I cannot but attribute the cause which is thus given 
for these constant complaints to the inattention of the officers of the 

regiments. 1 beg that may be called upon to report upon 

this complaint, and particularly to state whether the G. O. of the 29th 
May, 1809, were obeyed when the detachment under his command was 
at Kvora; because it appears to me that if they had, these causes for com- 
plaint could not have been given. 


To Major Dickson, R.A. Fuente Guiualdo, 14lb Aug. 1811. 

I have this day received your letters of the 9th, but not yet that of the 
Ist, which, however, appears to be very interesting, as you hod communi- 
cated in it some opinions and wishes respecting roads. I beg you to send 
me a duplicate of it. 


To Major Gen. 11, Craulurd. Fuente (iuinaldo, 14tli Aug. 1811, 5} p.m. 

I have not sent you instructions regarding your situation at Martiago, 
because I have not yet been able to acquire all the information which I 
want regarding the country on tlie right of the Agueda. It appears to 
me tliat you have nothing to ap])rehend in your front. Don Julian lias 
detachments in Tenebron, Santi-espiritus, and I believe Moras Verdes, 
and I have this evening desired Murray to request that you would place a 
detachment of infawtry at Las Agallas, and one of cavalry at Monsagro, 
to observe the roads leading through the Si(»rra on that side, and to com- 
municate with Caj)t. Grant, who was at Aldea Nueva do la Sierra yester- 
day evening : you will do well to communicate with him, and open all 
letters to me coming from him or others on that side, I would likewise 
recommend to you to place a party of cavalry at Zamarra, and let them 
communicate with Don Julian’s people, Tenebron, &c., and know all that 
is going on. 


A. G. O. FiicuU* (fiiinaldo, 14th Aui; IHII. 

1. Udiin oC de])artuTe of the guides and dragoons, ut the stations between bead quarters 
and VdlaVi^'usa. 


DAILY. 


From Head Quaiters . 8 a.u. 
. . Aldea da Ponte .11 . . 

. • Sahiigal . . • 2 p.m. 

• • Peiuitnacor • • ,0-^ . . 

. ■ S. Miguel . . 0 . . 

. . Costello Rraiiro . 1 a.m. 

.. Villa Velha . . 5 .. 

• * iza ... a 74. t 

.. Purhilegre. . . 1]|.. 

• • Assumar . . • ijp.H. 

. . Villa Vi^oaa . . 7 . • 


From Villa Vi^osa . • 8 p.m. 

• • Assumar . . . 14a.m. 

.. Portulegre . • 34. • 

.. Niza .... 7}.. 

.• Villa Velha . • 10 . . 

• • Costello Branco . 2 p.m. 

. . S. Miguel . . 6 . . 

«. Penamacor . . 9}.. 

. . Sabiigal ... I A.M. 
. . Aldea da Ponte . 4 . • 

• . Head Quarters . 7 • . 


The above stations, and hours of tlaily dejiarture, are published in oiders, for the infoini- 
atioii of the ofheers commanding the troops on or near ^the line of communication ; but no 
packet is to be forwarded by this mode of conveyance, iior letters, except to or from the fol- 
loM iiig dejiortmeiits : 

Military Secretary. Quarter Master General. 

Adjutant General. Commisspy General. 

2. Major Scovell is appointed to superintend all the eommunications of the army ; and 
the ])08t master seijeants, at head quarters and at Lisbon, will place themselves under his 
orders, as likewise Senhoi Oliveira, the Director of the Poitugucseiposts. The messengers, 
liken isc, will leccivc their oidcrs from Majoi Scovell. • 
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You have nothing to apprehend from the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
where there is no cavalry, and only 1500 infantry ; you must only ob- 
serve well the enemy’s movements below the mountains, and give me the 
earliest intelligence of them. I propose, if possible, to keep tlie troops 
in their cantonments, and to prevent any thing from getting into Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; and after I shall have completed my reconnaissance on the right 
of the Agueda, the day after to-morrow, I shall be able to tell whether 
I shall succeed. It would be impossible to throw the troops permanently 
across the Agueda. 

The 5th division observe Gata, Perales, &c., on your right, and behind 
you ; but you must observe those on your side of Gata. I liave ordered 
Slade’s brigade to be relieved by the let hussars and the 11th. 

P.S. Have you ordered from Gallegos the commissariat stores belong- 
ing to your division, which I told you were there ? 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Giiinoldo, 14th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the Slst July, and I recommend to you 
to make government acquainted (in a private form) with the circum- 
stances which have come to your knowledge. It appears to me that 
something is wrong, though what I can’t say, os I can’t conceive in what 
manner those most likely to be discontented with the continuance of the 
war, viz., the landed proprietors, emigrants to Cadiz, can have, or can 
suppose they have, the power to deliver the place to the enemy by any 
negotiation of theirs. It is obvious, however, from the intelligence sent 
from the Puertos, that the French believe they have a chance of obtaining 
possession of the place ; and this intelligence tends to confirm the truth 
of that w'hich you received of the meetings of the American deputies. 
These deputies met because they found that there existed an inclination 
somewhere to submit to the French, which fact is confirmed by the intel- 
ligence from the Puertos ; and the turn which the deliberation took is 
natural, and can be accounted for only by the belief that they considered 
the submission of Cadiz to be probable. 

My own opinion is, that several will be inclined to submit to the French 
as soon as they shall find them in possession of Valencia. Almost all the 
grandees have estates in Valencia, upon the rents of which they have sub- 
sisted since they have been deprived of the estates in the other provinces 
by the operations of the war, and they will of course feel sorely the loss 
of these their lost means of subsistence ; but their influence at Cadiz is 
not great, much less paramount ; and I should think that Hie merchants 
and people of that town would not submit on any account. However, 
you should inform government of what you have heard, and either pro- 
pose to them some plan of proceeding, in case matters should come to the 
worst, or desire that they should leave the decision upon the occurrences 
which may arise to the authorities upon the spot. 

I don’t understand your meaning in one part of your letter, in which 
you say that our government will have to decide whether * to take up the 
cause of the people, and Abandon the government altogether, or continue 
to support a system which must in the end prove fatal to the cause.’ 
I have always thought that we supported the existing government in 
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Spain because it was the choice of the people : if tliat is not the case, we 
are acting on a very mistaken principle. 

I enclose my dispatch of this day. 

To the Adjutant General of the Forces. Fuente Quinaldo, 14th Aug. 1 811* 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d July, regarding 
private — — , of the — regt. This soldier was tried by a General 
Court Martial, for desertion, on the 14th June, 1810, and was sentenced 
to be transported, as a felon, for 7 years, and at the end of that period to 
l)e at the disposal of His Majesty. 

I enclose an extract of the G.O. of this army of the 22d June, 1810, 
by which it appears that this sentence was confirmed; and, having been 
])ublished in G. O., it can’t be believed that the sentence of the General 
Court Martial was not made known to the prisoner. 

The Dcp. Judge Advocate’s papers of the year 1810 being at Lisbon, 
I can*t at present show that the proceedings of this General Court Martial 
were transmitted to the office of the Judge Advocate General ; but Capt. 
Goodman declares that he believes they were, in the same manner as the 
proceedings in all other trials arc ; and, although 1 can’t find the copies 
of the letters written to the Adj. Gen. and to tlie Commandant of the 
depiit at the Isle of Wight, I enclose the copy of a letter written on the 
10th Sept. 1810, by Major Gen. Stewart to Col. Darroch, respecting 

, — regt., from which it appears that the sentence of the 

General Court Martial on had been communicated to the Adj. 

Gen., and to the Commandant of the dep6t. 

As it is necessary that His Majesty’s pleasure should be taken upon 
sentences of transportation, in order that they may be carried into execu- 
tion, I have latterly considered it proper to transmit to the Judge Advo- 
cate General, to be laid before H. R. H. the Prince Regent, for His Royal 
Highness’ commands, all proceedings of Courts Martial on the trial of 
soldiers on whom that sentence may have been passed. 

To (he Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Ouiiialdo, 14th Aug. 1811. 

The enemy have made no alteration in the position of tlieir several 
corps since 1 addressed you on the 8th inst. The ‘ ArnUe de Portugal ’ 
were in the same positions in the valley of the Tagus, and about Plasencia, 
on the 12th inst. ; and the army of the north and tlie 5th corps on the 8th 
inst. It ap}>ears that Soult has certainly proceeded to Granada witli a 
large body of troops. 

I have cantoned the allied army in the country on the sources of the 
Coa and the Agueda, and between those rivers, in situations from which 
1 can collect them at any point at which it may be desirable. In the 
mean time the train is moving up the Douro, although but slowly, owing 
to the difficulties which attend all operations of that description in the 
Peninsula. 

I have received *€1 report that reinforcements, consisting of about 
1 0,000^ men, of which 800 were cavalry, were assembled at Bayonne in the 
last week in July; but I have not yet received any intelligence of their 
farther progress. ' ^ 
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To the Narl of Liverpool. Fuente Quiualdo, 14tii Aug. 1811. 

I enclose the lost weekly state, and the morning state of the troops in 
the field of the 1 1th inst. The 32d and llth regts., and the detachment 
of the 3d batt. 95th regt., are not yet included in the latter. 

I am sorry to observe, however, that there is a diminution of the effect- 
ive strength of the troops which have marched, to the amount of about 
1000 men, in the last three weeks, notwithstanding the care which was 
taken to move them by short marches. The sickness has fallen princi- 
pally on the troops lately arrived ; hut I understand that it is not of much 
importance. 

THm A.Q, to M<yor Gen. Sontag, 7th dtvmon. I4th Aug. 1811. 

In reply to the letters transmitted by Brigade Major Olfermann, relative to the 
Paymaster of the 51st regt. objecting to carry the stationery chest and books of 
the Adjutant on the mule allowed by the public to the former, I am directed to 
acquaint you that, under the regulations, the Paymaster’s mule con only be appro- 
priated to his own use, and for the service which his official documents require ; 
and the commanding officer of the regiment cannot call upon him to carry the 
Adjutant's papers or books, unless it is by his own free consent, when, of course, 
he must incur at his own expense all risks which the accumulation of burthen may 
produce on the animal. 

The A.G. to the A. A, Gt., ‘Id, Ath^ 6th, and 6th dtomone. 14th Aug. 1811. 

I herewith transmit a return of men of the — division who have been employed 
as artificers on the works before Lisbon, and who have been sent to the depdt at 
Belem for the purpose of joining their regiments, which you will be pleased to 
notify to the regiments concerned accordingly. 

To Major Gen. Dunlop. Fuente Guiiialdo, loth Aug. 1811, 8 a.m. 

Gen. Craufurd has sent me a report which he has received from 
Rohledillo, stating that a division of the enemy were yesterday marching 
between Santivanez and Villa de Torre, as they said, on their road towards 
Gata. It is also reported that there were cavalry marching towards 
Cilleros. If this intelligence be true, I conceive it can be only a recon- 
naitring party ; but I shall be glad to know whether you have heard any 
thing of them. 

I ordered that hussars might he placed in observation in Gate, Perales, 
Cilleros, Acebo, San Martin, Villa Miel, and Valverde del Fresno, so that 
nothing ought to move in that part of the country without your being in- 
formed. You should fix upon a bivouac upon the top of each of the 
passes of Gata, Perales, San Martin, and Valverde, to assemble your troops 
from their cantonments, in case the enemy should move that way.* 

To Major Geu. Dunlop. Fuente Guiualdo, 15tb Aug. 1811, 7 p.m. 

I have just received your report of this day, which is very satisfactory. 
I agree with you that Payo is a most important point ; and I would recom- 
mend to you to keep as many troops tliere as you can cover, and probably 
one battalion in bivouac, which might be relieved occasionally. Of course 
the troops must not be moved to the heads of the passes till the enemy’s 
designs shall he manifest : probably Payo would be the best alarm post 
for &em all, and the troops to be moved there in the first instance in case 
of alarm. 
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To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Fuente Guiiialdo, 15th Aug. 181 1. 

I have received your letter of this day. 1 have Gen. Dunlop’s report 
of the enemy having been at Gata last night with about 1200 men. They 
left it this morning, and had parties in all the villages at the bottom of the 
passes of Perales, Acebo, and San Martin, and they were out of all early 
in tlie day, excepting San Martin, from whence Dunlop had not heard 
when he wrote. 


To Col. the Hon. E. Ca])el. Fuente Ghiinaldo, 15th Aug. 1811. 

Gen. Graham gave me your letter of the 28th June some days ago, and 
I mislaid it hy accident, or I should have answered it at an earlier period. 
When Col. Macdonald went home, an application was made to me by Lord 
Aylmer, who had been an A. A. G. with this army, to be appointed D. A. G. 
at Cadiz, and I recoinnKMided him to Gen. Graham. In the mean time, 
however, Gen. Graham had appointed Ponsonhy, who was already attached 
as an assistant to the staff at Cadiz, and Lord Aylmer’s appointment did 
not take place. 

Lord Aylmer is now in England for the recovery of his health, and it 
is possible that lie may not return to the Peninsula, or that, if he should 
return, he may not now wisli to go to Cadiz : in either case, as far as 1 am 
concerned, nothing would be more satisfactory to me than that you should 
he appointed D. A. G. at Cadiz ; but you must see from what I have stated 
to you respecting tlie })art which 1 had taken to procure tlie appointment 
for Ijord Aylmer, long before jou had come out, that it would he impos- 
sible for me to interfere in jour favor, till it should be decided that Lord 
Aylmer either could not, or declined to, receive the appointment. I un- 
derstand that you are now A. A. G., doing the duty of the office at Cadiz ; 
and I rceonimend you to remain in that situation till we shall see what 
Lord Aylmer will do. 

P.S. Since writing the above I have seen Gen. Graham, from whom I 
learn that you arc not ou the staff at Cadiz ; and 1 beg you to let me know 
whether it would be agreeable to you to be appointed an A. A. G. there, 
under the circumstances stated in this letter. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Fuente Guinaldo, 15th Aug. 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letters to the 8th inst., for which 
1 am much obliged to you. I sliall attend to the enemy’s operations 
towards Cadiz, when he shall direct them to tliat quarter. 

1 don’t understand that tlie battalion of German recruits at Cadiz is one 
to which an officer could get his original commission in His Majesty’s 
service, although being in His Majesty’s service ho might be appointed to 
art with it. 1 shall, therefore, recommend Mr. Fox for a commission in 
one of the regiments of the line, and it will tlien be possible to appoint 
liim to do duty with the battalion of German recruits at Cadiz. 

Capt. cannot be appointed a Captain in the army. 

To Hill* Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 15th Aug. 1811. 

Mr. Kennedy having arrived, I have applied to hiija for the vouchers 
and receipts for the provisions delivered to the Portuguese troops, and they 
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shall be sent to you. I have ordered that £100,000 in paper may be paid 
into the chest ; likewise 100,000 dollars in specie, of a sum which ought 
to arrive at Lisbon about this time from Cadiz. 

You will have observed from my dispatch to government, that I had 
heard of the reinforcement expected in Spain. 1 heard of it from my 
friends in Salamanca ; but, as I have invariably found that they diminish 
the numbers of the enemy in their accounts, I am inclined to believe that 
the reinforcement consists of the numbers stated to you from Coruna. 

I hope to be able to send you, in a day or two, further accounts of the 
supplies to the Portuguese troops to the 24th June. Mr. Kennedy tells 
me that the Portuguese government refuse to take from us wheat, barley, 
or oats, or any of the articles which they arc daily purchasing with money 
in the market of Lisbon. This is a rank job of the Junta de Viveres. 

I am not in general vciy suspicious, but 1 begin to suspect the govern- 
ment of treachery. Nothing can be so fatal to the cause as to distress us 
for money, and yet all the measures of the government appear to have 
that sole object in view. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Ouinaldo, )£th Ang. 1811. 

I enclose a petition which I have received from the keeper of a coffee 
house at Lisbon, on the subject of a regulation supposed 1o have been re- 
commended by me, that the coffee houses at Lisbon should be closed at a 
certain hour every evening. 

If this regulation was adopted, and still exists, in consequence of my 
recommendation, I beg you to represent to the government that I recom- 
mended the regulation at a period when the enemy were advancing into 
the country, and when disturbances were expected in that city. But 
unless there is a reason to suspect on inclination to disturb the peace of 
the city, in the disaffected class of the inhabitants under existing circum- 
stances, I see no reason why the regulation should be continued. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Gumaldo, 15th Aug. 1811. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received your letters of the 3d 
and 8th. All accounts appear to agree in stating the fact that there exists 
a very bad spirit at Cadiz. Gen. Graham has shown me 2 very impudent 
publications, one of which, the noticias^ in the Seminario of the 1st Aug., 
is, I understand, published by an agent of the government. 

It is a curious circumstance that 1, and not Gen. Castauos, should be 
blamed for the plunder of Alburquerque, as if it was my business, and 
not his, to occupy that fort : what makes this abuse still better is, that I 
urged him repeatedly to occupy this place, in which he had his hospitals. 
As for the French expedition to Alburquerque, you will see the account 
of it in my dispatch to the Sec. of State of the 11th July. They were at 
Alburquerque one evening ; and, unless I had extended my posts to that 
town, I could not have prevented what happened, and this extension did 
not suit my plan at .the time. Besides this answer to the abuse, I have 
another to give, which is^ that when I enter Spain, I quit my magazines, 
and my troops and their horses starve. Will the government or Gen. 
Castonos set this to rights ? Even Cocks* parties of observation, which 
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saw the French enter Alburquerque, found it difficult to subsist so far 
from the magazines. What would the army itself have found ? 

I agree with the Spanish government, that it would be very desirable 
to them that we should be bound by certain stipulations to perform cer- 
tain operations for them, which they cannot, or will not, perform for them- 
selves ; but, in general, there are two sides to a bargain or contract of this 
description ; and it would be very desirable that the Spanish government, 
who will be one side in this contract, should state which part they will 
])crforin in any one operation which can be undertaken. When they come 
forward with a statement of this description, which will satisfy my mind, 
and in which 1 can have confidence, the government will not find me 
backward in engaging myself in any operation. 

I am obliged to you for the pains you have taken about our money. I 
approve highly of Green’s proposition to have supplies of arms, ammuni- 
tion, provisions, and corn, in the bliips of war on the coast of Catalonia, 
for the use of the Spanish armies tliere. Green appears an intelligent 
fidlowi and T shall begin now to read witli some interest Uic accounts of 
tlie war in that quarter. I return his and Doyle’s letter. 

P.S. Just to show you the kind of people the Spaniards are to deal 
with, I mention that I can’t station even a corporal’s party, or send a 
patrole, into the Sierra de Gata, or the Sierra de Francia, without giving 
the corporal money to pay for rations for the horses and men 1 1 Ins party, 
while the French take every thing in the same districts for notlniig. The 
inconvenience does not consist in paying for these articles, fi i which I 
am willing to pay, but in being obliged to make every corporal who goes 
with a patrole a purchasing Commissary. 

To the Kt Hoii H. Wellesley. Fueiite Giiiualdo, 15th Aug 1811. 

I have received an application from Capt. L. Ruiuan, of the IHth regt., 
who has been for some time employed within the Spanish tern’ cd|^ with 
Lieut. Col. Fraga, in obtaining intelligence of the enemy’s movements 
for the Marques de la Romana, Castaiios, and myself, that I slu/Md request 
the Spanish government to appoint him a Lieutenant Colooel in the 
Spanish army. I shall be much obliged to you if you willjl^ this request 
before the Spanish government ; and I assure you that they can’t promote 
a more deserving officer, or one who has rendered more important services 
to the cause than he has. ^ 

In general, 1 have objected to the grant of rank in the Spanish army to 
British officers ; but in this instance it is really a duty to promote the 
wish of Capt. Ruman to receive this mark of distinction from tlie Spanish 
government. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Fuente Guinaldo, 15tL Aug. 1811. 

I enclose some letters on the claim of th(^ acting Adj. Harvey, of the 
GOth regt., to receive the pay of that appointment during the period that 
he has been doing the duty for the Adjutant, who has been absent since 
the year 1809, on account of his health. 

1 conceive that it is not intended that the officers of the general Staff of 
the army, or those attached to regiments, shall have' Ipavc of absence, 
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excepting on account of their health ; and it remains a question how long 
they shall be entitled to their pay, when their bad health requires that 
they should be absent from their duty. I have established a rule in this 
army, that any oflficer of the general Staff, absent from this country for 
more than 2 months for the recovery of his health, shall forfeit his Staff 
pay, unless his bad health shall have been occasioned by wounds received 
in the service ; but I don’t conceive that I have authority to extend the 
operation of this rule to the regimental Staff. 

It would be desirable, however, that some general rule should be made 
upon this subject, and that it should be clearly understood how long an 
ofGcer on the staff of a regiment may be absent, and continue to receive 
his staff pay. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 17th Aug. 1811. 

I have at last received your letter of the 1st Aug. ; and 1 have desired 
Gen. Murray to have the road repaired which leads down to, and up from, 
the ford of the Coa, immediately above the bridge of Almeida. 1 have 
no objection to your avoiding Trancoso entirely, and proceeding by any 
other route that you may prefer. You will in this case fix upon the place 
for the first depdt on tliat road, letting me know which it is, and giving 
information to the Commissary Gen.’s oflScers, in order that they may 
collect there the necessary provision of forage, &c. 

To Marelial Sir W. C. Reresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, I7th Aug. 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 12th. I think the 24th regt. 
should be in the brigade with the 13th and the 5th ca 9 adores. I pro])n8c 
to move these last towards the lower parts of the Coa, in order to be nearer 
the Portuguese magazines on the Douro. I don’t think it would answer 
to relieve tlie 20th regt. by any thing but a good and well disciplined one. 
I don’t know what can be done respecting the 22d regt., excepting that 
the government should render the law more efficient in respect to the dis- 
covery and punishment of desertion. I am concerned to find that tlie 
government still go on so slowly. 

Our train is moving up gradually, though I much fear that I shall not be 
able to accomplish my object ; j)articularly if it be true that 17,000 men 
have entered Spain lately. It is as well, however, to be in some degree 
prepared to undertake it, if circumstances should favor its accomplishment. 

P.S. I believe we shall want the assistance of some Portuguese artillery, 
besides the artillery with the several brigades, for the siege, and it would 
be desirable that you should send 200 or 300 to the army. I propose 
to attach a 9 pounder brigade to the 6th division, so that the 6 pounder 
short brigade with them may be put down. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 17th Aug. 1811. 

Having lately made an arrangement for the better conducting of our 
military posts, my attention has been drawn in a very particular manner 
to the enormous expense which we are incurring on this head every month 
for the Portuguese government. 

The post office is a branch of the civil government, from which, in 
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every well regulated country, the government derive a revenue, of course 
after defraying all the charges attending upon it ; and the Portuguese 
government, as well as others, enjoy this revenue. One of the charges 
against this profit was, 1 believe, peculiar to this country. The govern- 
ment not only engaged to pay the usual price for the use of tlic post mules 
to transport their posts and messengers, but likewise half a dollar a day 
for each mule, to the number of 6 kept at each post stage. It is true, 
that tliey never performed the engagement above referred to ; and the 
only profit the keepers of post horses derived was from the hire of their 
horses or mules to carry the messengers or the mails. Before the lost 
French invasion we paid, for any extraordinary post which the service of 
the armies required, only the expense of the hire of the post mules which 
carried it ; and I understand that the keepers of post mules were perfectly 
satisfied with this payment, as well on account of its regularity as be- 
cause the constant daily employment of the mules afforded means to 
subsist them, and sufficient profit to replace any that might have been 
worn out in the service. 

Since the French invasion, however, circumstances have altered ; and, 
although the British government derive no profit from the post, we have 
incurred enormous expenses on this account. 1st; Wliile the head 
quarters were at Cartaxo the Commissary Gen. of the British army was 
obliged to supply with rations all the mules and postilions posted on the 
road from Lisbon to that place, besides paying the hire of the mules for 
the carriage of our messengers and posts. 2dly ; Since the French have 
retired from Portugal, the Commissary Gen. of the British army has 
supplied with rations all the mules and postilions on all the roads lead- 
ing to the army, on which tliat mode of communication has been esta- 
blished, besides paying the expense of their hire for our messengers and 
posts. 

The expense of these rations is enormous, and at all events, ought not 
to fall upon the British government; and, in my opinion, we do a great 
deal when we pay the expense of any particular lino, or of more frequent 
communication which the military operations for the defence of Portugal 
may render necessary. 

Wlien the British government sent an army to this country to aid in its 
defence, and gave Portugal a subsidy, it did not contemplate the possi- 
bility that it was not to have tlic use of tlie ordinary establishments of the 
country, or that the expense of the maintenance of those establishments 
was to be paid out of the military chest, while all the profits resulting 
from them were to go to the Portuguese government : my opinion, there- 
fore, is, that the expense of these rations is properly a charge against the 
Portuguese government. 

When first the French retired, it may have been necessary to give 
rations to the mules and postilions established at the several post stages, 
and the same necessity may still exist in some parts of the country ; but 
it is siill desirable tq revert to the old system as soon as possible. Ac- 
cordingly, I have this day directed, that wherever it may be possible, 
half a dollar a day for each mule kept at each post stage in all the military 
communications may be given instead of rations, which will of course be 
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charged against the Portuguese government; and besides that we shall 
pay, for our couriers and extra posts, the usual hire of the mules. 

I beg you to inquire from the Portuguese government, whether this 
arrangement is satisfactory to them. If it should not be so, 1 beg them 
to take care that the post mules are established and kept up as usual on tlie 
roads ; and I will use them as before the late French invasion, paying the 
usual hire for those which I use. 

To Major Gen. R. Cranford. Fuente Guinaldo, IStli Aug. 1811. 

I hoard of the misfortune which occurred to one of your brigades of 
mules ; but I hope it is not so extensive as you imagine. The Com- 
missary Gen. will remedy it. 1 don’t know ht)w they came to pass by 
San Martin, and it is still more difBcult to account for the surprise of our 
piquet there ; but I understand that the whole party, German, English, 
Spaniards, and muleteers, were looking at a procession when the French 
entered the town. It is very unfortunate that the cavalry, whom I had 
ordered to Gata, were not sent to that place ; if they had been, this mis- 
fortune would not have occurred, and I should have known of the enemy’s 
being at Gata sufficiently early to attempt something upon them. 

I heard last night (but not from good authority) of a party being col- 
lected at Granadilla, probably for another reconnaissance. 

I am going over to Sexmiro this morning, in order to look at the country 
on the other side of Ciudad Rodrigo, and 1 shall not be back till to- 
morrow ; but, if any thing comes near enough to you to enable you to 
strike a blow without incurring much risk, I wish you would do it. 

You see, by Grant’s account of the 16th, how the last reconnaissance 
got off : I think the next would be directed more towards Escarigo. 1 1 
is not impossible but that they might wish to open a communication with 
Ciudad Rodrigo ; in which cose, I mean to assemble the army about Pedro 
dc Toro, and you might collect your division at once at Zamarra, and be 
in readiness to fall upon any thing not too large for you, which should 
attempt to cross the plain. 1 consider Monsagro to be a ])oint at which 
you ought to have an intelligent officer, who would be able to give you 
information of all that passes in the Sierra on that side. 

1\S. I had a report from Sir S. Cotton yesterday, that there was a 
squadron of hussars at Ciudad Rodrigo. 1 rather believe that he must 
have mistaken Don Julian’s people for Frenchmen : Don Julian’s people 
are about the place in all directions ; and I heard from the town yesterday, 
that there was no cavalry there. 


To — , — regt. Sexmiro, 18th Aug. 1811. 

Major Gen. Campbell has informed me that he had placed you in arrest, 
on charges, copies of which will be transmitted to you in the usual course 
by the Adj. Gen. ; and he has communicated to me a correspondence which 
has passed, upon which he has founded those charges. I am very desirous, 
if possible, to prevent these charges coming under the consideration of a 
General Court Martial ; and as it appears to me that you have not con- 
sidered the subject in its true light, I trouble you with this letter, and I 
send it direct to yourself, because your commanding officer is the other 
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party in the question, and I am desirous to avoid influencing the final 
decision by a Court Martial, by any opinion of mine, in case 1 should not 
succeed in convincing you that you have taken a mistaken view of your 
case. 

It appears that you imagine that you have reason to complain of an 
order issued by your Commanding officer. Major Gen. Campbell, and you 
have remonstrated upon this order. 1 put out of the question, for the 
present, the consideration of the justice and the injustice of tills order ; 
or whether you had ground, or otherwise, to remonstrate, as bearing in no 
manner upon the case. It is obvious that if you address your superior 
officer upon any subject, you must make use of respectful terms, and must 
avoid the use of those which arc offensive. This necessity exists in the 
common intercourse of life, in which nothing offensive is tolerated, either 
by the rules of society or by the law ; much less is any thing offensive 
allowed in the intercourse among military men, particularly in the ooin- 
munications of an officer, of whatever rank, to his Commanding officer. 
I observe that in your letter of tlie 9th Aug., addressed to the A. A. G., 
you state that from the papers you transmitted, ‘ it must appear that the 
orders of that day, as applicable to tlie regiment and yourself, arc totally 
destitute of foundation ; that it is ‘ proved that it is the reverse of what 
Aoa' been stated;' and that, if allowed to remain on record, it will be a 
yross injustice to yourself and the regiment. You sent the letter contain- 
ing these expressions, notwithstanding that the A. A. G. and Major Gen. 
Burne had refused to forward it to the Major Gen., because it contained 
offensive expressions. 

I believe it will be admitted that the use of such expressions would not 
be tolerated in private life ; nay, the law would protect any individual from 
them, whatever miglit be the ground afforded for the use of them ; much 
less can the use of tliem be allowed from an officer to his superior, upon 
an order issued by such superior. I would also observe, that the use of 
these expressions was entirely unnecessary for the purpose of your remon- 
strance : your legitimate object in that remonstrance was to show Major 
Gen. Campbell that he was mistaken, and that his order ought not to have 
referred to the — regt. ; you were to effect this object by the papers which 
you enclosed; and to add your comments upon these papers was not 
necessary for your purpose : but when those comments were conveyed in 
offensive terms, it would appear that they were added only for the purpose 
of offending. On this ground I am most anxious that you should not ap- 
pear before a General Court Martial on such a subject. The discussion of 
it cannot lead to any good effect, whatever may be the result ; and if the 
Genera] Court Martial should view it in the light which I do, in concur- 
rence with the opinion of Major Gen. Burne, and of the A. A. G., you will 
be in a situation in which I shall be concerned to see any officer of your 
rank. I request you, therefore, to reconsider the subject, on the ground 
on which 1 have placed it ; and I aasure you that nothing will give me more 
satisfaction Uian to have succeeded in prevailing upon you to recall expres- 
sions which nothing should have provoked you to use to your Command- 
ing officer. 

P.S. Since writing the above Major Gen. Stewart has brought me the 



SPAIN. 


m 

papers which you had sent to him, which, as I have above informed you, 
I had already seen. 

To Hii Excellency C. Stuart Sexmiro, 18th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your two letters of the 13th. The delays of the Por> 
tuguese government are most provoking. I must again draw the attention 
of our government to their conduct. It appears to me that we have lost 
all influence over them. 

The clothing for 30,000 men, and arms, sent to Portugal, are in addi- 
tion to the subsidy, and must not be charged against it. 

1 concur entirely with you regarding the persons chosen to compose th(^ 
committee at Lisbon. I don’t know Dr. Bonifacio, but 1 dare say lie is a 
proper person ; the others certainly are so. 

I don’t know how you are to get money for the purposes proposed. 
However, that is never thought of in England. 

To Major Gen. Dunlop. Puente Guinaldo, 10th Aug. 1611. 

1 understand that there was, on tlie 16th, a French officer of the 47t]i 
regt. prisoner in Acebo, whom the magistrates were inclined to set at 
liberty. 1 beg that, as soon as possible after you shall receive this, you 
will send a patrolc into Acebo, and demand this French officer, and send 
him and the magistrates of the town to me. If he should be gone, send 
the magistrates of the town. 

P.S. I enclose a letter from Gen. Alava to the magistrates. 


To Lieut. Col. Framingham, R.A. Puente Guinaldo, 20th Aug. 1811. 

I request you to order Lieut. Col. Fisher to deliver to the Spanish Am 
bassador at Lisbon 2000 stands of arms, for Col. Downie’s Estremadura 
legion, which are to be forwarded to the orders of Gen. Castaiios ; likewise 
1200 stands of arms for the regiment La Priiicesa; and 2000 stands of 
arms for the use of new levies in Castille. These two last mentioned 
1200 and 2000 stands are to be delivered to the orders of Major Gen. Don 
Carlos de Espaiia. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.D. Puente Guinaldo, 20th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a copy of a report which I received from Fletcher, respecting 
the present state of Almeida. It would be really worth while to have the 
men collected, and that done which he recommends. 

To Gen. Abadia. Puente Guinaldo, 20th Aug. 1811. 

This letter will be delivered to you by Col. Sir H. Douglas, who has 
been appointed by the British government to reside in Galicia, and to 
communicate such matters, for the information of H.R.H. the Prince 
Regent, as it may be interesting for His Royal Highness to know ; and to 
deliver to your Excellency such supplies of arms, &c., as the British go- 
vernment may have it in Aeir power to forward to you. I beg leave to 
recommend Sir H. Douglas to your attention. 

VOL. v. 
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To Li<>ut. Goii. Culvert, A. U. to Uir Forces. Fneiiti* Cuinaldo, 20lh Aug. Ifill. 

I have rrcpivod ynwp letter of the , and I am very much obliged 

to H.R.II. the Duke of Kent for the trouble whicli he has taken to remove 
from my mind tlie uneasiness which I felt, under the notion that His Royal 
Highness believed that 1 could do otherwise tlian forward his views, in 
respect to his regiment, by every means in my power. I shall be much 
o))liged to you if you will take an opportunity of stating to His Royal 
Highness how sensible I am of his graciousness. 

To the Officer commg. ilie Artillery, Lamego. Fuente Oninuhlo, 2l8t Aug. 1811. 

I have received a letter from Mr. Pipon, informing me of the illness of 
Major Dickson, of the artillery ; and 1 have now to request that you will 
have the ordnance and stores brought up to Lamego, and that you 
will remain there till Brigade Major May shall arrive with my further 
orders. 

1 beg to hear from you what progress has been made in the operalion 
of the removal of the ordnance and stores from the boats to Lamego. 

To Major Gen. Dunlop. Fiiciite Quinulilo, 2]Rt Aug. 1811, M r.M. 

1 request you to send to Aceho a patrole ; and to send here, to wait upon 
Gen. Alava, Don Josef Almazara, Commntnlantv del Rey of Plasencia. 
who is established there. You had better send a few infantry with the 
party, lest this gentleman should thitik of resistance. 


To Major Gen. Pc<icocko. Fiicnlc Giiaialdo, 2l8t Aug. 1811. 

1 have directed that may be sent back to Lisbon ; and 1 beg that 

after his arrival there he may be sent to England by the first op])ortunily 
that may offer. 

1 enclose the du])licale of a letter to tlie Sec. of State regarding this 
person, and 1 beg that you will give it to the Captain of the bliip in which 
he shall sail, and request him to send it to the Sec. of State, from the 
port at which he will land, inf(»rming the Sec. of State at the same time 
that he is landed. 

1 beg you to have him comfortably accommodated on his passage, and 
that you will give the Captain of the ship £10, to be given to him when 
he shall be put on shore in England. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guiiialdo, 2l8t Aug. 1811. 

I have written a long letter to the Portuguese government, to endeavor 


G. O Fuente Guinaldo, 2l8t Aug. IRlI. 

3. All the private men of the 2d butt. 28tli regt. are to be drafted into the Ist baft., ex- 
cepting those invalided on Belem duty, who are to remain on the strength of the 2d batt. 

4. The transfer is to be made as soon os it may be conyenieiit, and the officers com- 
manding companies in the 2d batt. are to draw pay for their men up to the 24th inst., 
and are to account in the usual manner with the officers commanding companies in the Ist 
batt., to whose companies their men will be transferred under this order. 

5 When tlie transfer shall be made, the officers, Aon-commissioned officers, and staff of 
the 2d batt 28th regt. are to proceed to Lisbon, where they will receive further orders. 

6. The Commander of the Forces is concern^ to part with Lieut. Col. Abercrombie and 
the officers and non-commissioned officers of the 28tn with whose services he has had 
every reason to be satisfied, and he hopes he shall have the benefit of their assistance again, 
in renewed strength. 
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to prevail upon them to adopt the arrangements for the conduct of the 
civil departments of the army recommended to them. 

I shall send you in a day or two the accounts of our demands to the 
24th June. They will amount to above £80,000; and besides this there 
is a demand for above 400,000 dollars, for provisions for the 20tli regt 
To this add £100,000 in paper, and 100,000 dollars in specie, which I 
ordered to be paid to the chest the other day, and it will turn out that the 
subsidy is pretty well in advance according to iny account. 

You will have heard that — is arrived at Lisbon, and by all accounts 
he appears to be ‘ a liar of the first magnitude.’ 

To Col. Gordon, Commissary in Chief. Fuente Gunialdo, 21 st Aug. IRU 

I have received your letter of the 25th July. Since I wrote to you in 
June, Sydenham has been at head quarters, where, with his usual ability, 
he acquired a great deal of information upon many points, which will he 
very useful to the government in England. While he was witli me I 
arranged all the details of a system for all th(‘ departments of the Portu- 
guese army, and he and Beresford went to Lisbon in the end of June, to 
endeavor to prevail upon the government to carry them into execution 
Beresford has been there ever since, and nothing is yet done 

In the mean time the Portuguese revenue has increased so much, 
that in the month of July it realised more than £300,000 sterling, so 
that there is no longer the excuse of want of money ; and yet commis- 
sariat matters go on so ill that 1 have been obliged to send 4000 troops 
to the rear, because they can get no food in a forward position ; and these 
are the only troops they have to feed witli this part of the army. I have 
written a remonstrance to the Portuguese government upon the subject, 
of wliich I will send a copy to England. 

I think that you have done well to send Mr. Bissett out to see what the 
nature of the duties of the Commissary Gen. is, before he undertakes to 
perform them ; but I anxiously hope that Mr, Kennedy will not leave us. 

In promoting Mr. Bissett, you have put him over the head of Mr. , 

who is witli this army I have tried Mr. , and he certainly was not, 

and, I should think, is not, fit to be Commissary Gen. to such an army os 
this ; but he is a very meritorious public servant, and has performed his 
duty very much to the satisfaction of Mr. Kennedy, and 1 have no doubt 
would be equal to the management, os Commissary Gen., of a concern on 
a smaller scale, which should be attended witli less difficulty than is ex- 
perienced in this. 1 am apprehensive that he will be a little annoyed 
that Mr. Bissett is put over his head ; and probably you might he induced 
to promote him likewise, as he really deserves it. 

To the Bari of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 21sl Aug. 1811. 

Sir H. Douglas arrived here 2 days ago ; and, having had a conversation 
with him, be has set out for Galicia, through the northern provinces of 
Portugal. 

At his desire I have permitted Capt. Douglas, of the 51st regt., to 
accompany him ; and I enclose to your Lordship a letter which I have 
received from Sir H. Douglas, in which he requests me to give a staff 

.q2 
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allowance to Capt. Douglas, upon which I request to have your Lord- 
ship’s commands. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Puente Guinaldo, 2lat Aug. 1811. 

I beg to recommend that 15,000 sets of accoutrements may be sent to 
Lisbon, in order to enable me to supply the Spanish levies with accoutre- 
ments from time to time. I have in the stores at Lisbon about 15,000 
stands of arms, but no accoutrements now remaining. 

To tlie Earl of Liverpool. Puente Guinoldo, 21it Aug. 1811. 

I received information from Major Gen. Peacocke some time ago, that 

a British subject, by the name of — , was confined at Lisbon, by 

order of the Portuguese government, on suspicion of being a spy ; and, 
upon a perusal of the report of his examination and of the letters he had 
written, having been of opinion that there was some foundation for the 
suspicion, 1 requested the Portuguese government to deliver this person 
over to me, in order that I might examine him. They readily complied 

with this request, and was brought to head quarters in charge 

of the Provost Marshal ; and, having had two conversations with him, he 
appears to me to be able to give but a very unsatisfactory account of the 
motives for which he came to this country, where he knows nobody ; and 
his account of his former life in England is by no means consistent. 1 
have therefore deemed it best to send — — back to Lisbon, and to 
direct Major Gen. Peacocke to send him to England by the first oppor- 
tunity that will offer after he shall reach Lisbon. 

Since the works between the Tagus and the sea were commenced 1 have 
directed that they should not be inspected by any body, from a desire to 
prevent not only a description, but a plan of them from being given to 

the public and to the enemy. was found necor the works at 

Alhandra, and had questioned the peasants in the neighbourhood respect- 
ing the number and calibre of the guns in them, the number of men, 
&c. &c. ; and he was arrested by the guards of the Ordenanza, stationed 
in the works. 

In his examination before the magistrates of Lisbon and by me, he 
stated that he had come to Portugal with a view of serving in the German 
hussars ; and it appeared that the ship in which he said he had come had 
returned to England, and he knew nobody at Lisbon. 

From the terms in which he addressed Major Gen. Peacocke I was in- 
clined to believe that he had been in the French service, and that he 
intended to enlist into the hussars, in the belief that he would be able to 
desert from that corps with the intelligence which he should have pro- 
cured more easily than from a British regiment ; but, on examining him, 

I did not find any cause to confirm the suspicion that had been 

a soldier. But as he had no business in Portugal, and could not give a 
satisfactory account of himself, 1 thought it best to send him to England. 

To the Eorl of Liverpool. Fusnte Guinaldo, 21st Aug. 1811. 

Since I addressed you on the 14th inst. I have received from different 
quarters^reports of the movement of reinforcements into Spain, the num- 
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ben of which have been stated to be from 14,000 to 24,000 men. Tlie 
accounts which appear most deserving attention state tliat a corps de r/- 
servcy amounting to 24,000 men, is to be formed in the northern part of 
Castille, consisting principally of battalions belonging to regiments already 
in Spain, filled with recruits of the late conscription. But, besides these 
battalions, 1 have reason to believe that some of the old troops are coming 
into Spain. The 5th light infantry in particular, which were at Cher- 
bourg, are, 1 know, upon their march into the Peninsula; and this 
circumstance will serve to show that the collection of troops in the camp 
of Boulogne has the same object in view os the formation of an army of 
reserve in the north of Castille, vis., to form the newly raised conscripts. 
If the collection at Boulogne had any other object in view, the 5th light 
infantry would not have been brought from Cherbourg into Spain. I 
have not heard how fur the reinforcements have advanced into Spain ; but 
they had not reached Valladolid on the 15th inst. 

TTie enemy have made no movement of any importance since I ad 
dressed your Lordship on the 14th. On that evening a detachment, 
consisting of about 1200 infantry and cavalry, arrived at Gata, which is 
on the south side of the mountains which separate Castille from Estrema- 
dura, and on the following morning they surprised a small piquet in San 
Martin de Trebejo, under Lieut. Wood, of the 1 1th light dragoons, whom 
they made prisoner, with 10 men, and went off that evening to Moraleja, 
and on the next morning to Monte Hermoso. 

The *‘Armee de PortugaV have nearly exhausted that part of Estremadura 
in which they are now stationed, and it is extraordinary that, notwith 
standing the miseries which they have inflicted upon the people of the 
country, there is no resource or service which they require from the 
inhabitants that is not instantly afforded. Such is the effect of the 
terror which they have inspired, that they draw resources even from 
some of the villages in which the guerrillas are stationed.* I have, however, 
no doubt of the attachment of these people to the cause of their country. 

There is no doubt of the enemy being much distressed for want of 
money. 1 have reports from all quarters that the troops have not been 
paid for several months, and their departments are much distressed. 
They endeavor to relieve this distress by levying contributions on the 
country in every manner that can be devised. But the relief to be ob- 
ttiincd in this manner is trifling ; and the Spaniards will at last learn, from 
the repeated oppressions of the enemy, Uiat their only chance is determined 
lesistance or flight. 

I have not heard of any movements by the troops in the north, or in 
the south, since I last addressed your Lordship. 

To Major Grey,f 5th Foot. Fuente Guinaldo, 22d Aug. 1811. 

There ore two modes in which officers have been permitted to serve in 
the Portuguese army : 24 officers obtained one step of promotion in the 
British army, in which they are considered as unattached officers, not 

* Seo Appendix, No. VII. 

t Major Gen. Sir J. Giey, K.C.B. He had been a subaltern in the 33d regt. wlien 
Lord Wellington command^ it. He commanded a detacliment of the army of Bengal at 
the battle fought at Puuuiar, nedur Gwalior, on the 29tli Dec. 1843, and was fnade K.C.B. 
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having a regimental comiuission, and these are doing duty in the Portu- 
guese regiments, with one step of Portuguese rank senior to that which 
they hold in the British service. 

Officers belonging to British regiments, principally with this army, we 
allow to enter the Portuguese service, still holding their couMuissions in 
their regiments in the British service : these obtain no step of British 
rank on entering the Portuguese service, but tliey obtain one step of Por- 
tuguese rank ; that is, a British Major is made a Lieutenant Colonel of a 
Portuguese regiment, still continuing Major of his regiment in the 
British army ; but as lung as he holds his Portuguese commission he will 
command all Lieutenant Colonels appointed after he shall have been ap- 
pointed. 

Since March, 1809, when the 24 officers first referred to were ap- 
pointed to serve with the Portuguese army, and promoted, the officers 
selected to fill vacancies among those 24, and to receive one step of 
British rank, have been taken from among those serving with the Portu- 
guese army, of the other description who had not received British rank 
upon entering the I’ortuguese service. 

From this statement you will see that Marshal Beresford can’t recom- 
mend that you should be made a British Lieutenant Colonel nj)on entering 
the Portuguese service Y ou will be a Portuguese Lieutenant Colonel ; 
and if there should be a vacancy in the 24, you will have the same claim 
with others of being promoted, more particularly if fortune should favor 
you by giving you an opportunity of distinguishing yourself. 

T(i Mi\)or Gtfii. K. Craufurd. Fuente Giiiiialdo, 22d Aug. IRIJ, 9 a.m. 

I am much obliged to you for the information contained in your letter 
of yesterday. There are certainly not more than from 10 to 20 cavalry 
in Ciudad Rodrigo. 1 hdve written m Bell’s* favor, and I will repeat my 
recommendation of him. We have accounts of reinforcements having 
arrived in Spain, the head of them at \ alladolid. 


Au Man dial Marmunt, Due dcKaguse. Au Quartier G6ii£ral, ce 22 Aofit, 1811. 

J’ai I’honneur d’envoyer a votre Excellence Ic re<^u de M. Ville sur 
Arce pour Targent que vous lui avez envoye. 

J’ai re^'U la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait I’honncur de m’ecrire 
le 13 Aoilt, et je vous suis bicn oblige d’avoir renvoytf M. le Lieut. Mack- 
wortli. J’ai dcrit en Angleterre pour faire renvoyer en France sur parole 
M. le Capiiaiue d’artillerie, Gravelle ; ct je suis bien aise dc pouvoir 
faire quclque chose qui vous soit agrt^able. 

Jc vous propose de faire Pdehange de cet officier pour le Capitaine 
Lutyens, 11®** regt. de dragons; et je vous pric de nommer un officier 
du grade de Lieutenant que je pourrais renvoyer en dchange pour M. le 
Lieut. Mackworth. 

To Lieut Geii. Hdl. * Fuente Ouiiialdo, 22d Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a letter for Marmont, which I beg you to forward to Badajoz 
as soon os you con. 1 likewise enclose Marmont’s letter to me, from 

* See note at p. 13 
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which you will observe that Mr. Mackworth is not exchanged, but only 
allowed to come in upon his parole ; but if Marmont does not name an 
officer to be exchanged for him, in answer to my letter, I shall send one 
in, and will give Lieut. Mackworth his cartel. 

I have laMiy made an alteration in the system of our ordnance ; and 1 
propose to have with each division of infantry one heavy brigade of 6 
pounders, or one brigade of 9 pounders, and to have no artillery in re- 
serve, excepting with the infantry and the Portuguese artillery. You 
have with the 2d division 2 brigades, one of heavy 6 pounders, and one 
of 9 pounders ; and I wish you would keep which you choose, and send 
the other across the Tagus to join the 5th divbion. Murray will send the 
route for it. 

'inhere is in Gen. Howard’s brigade a company of the 3d batt. 95th 
regt., which Sir B. Spencer detained last year, as the regiment was his : 
1 wish this company to join its battalion, and tlmt one of Uio companies 
of the 60th, in the brigade with the Huffs, &c., should be in Gen. Howard’s 
brigade ; this brigade, having the* 71st in it, requires light infantry less 
tlian any of the others. 

The company of the 95th may move with the guns. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Fupiite Oulnaldo, 22(1 Aiig. I fill. 

I received last night your letter of the 17th. 1 agree with you, that 
you ought to recommend an officer in the room of M‘Mahon ; hut 1 am 

afraid it ought to be , instead of * * * *, is the senior of the 

two in the same brigade, and although * * * * is undoubtedly the best 
and the most deserving, has by accident been the most distin- 

guished ; and it will increase the bitterness of the pill which has already 
been administered to him in too great a degree if * * • * should be pre- 
ferred to him, the claims of both being grounded on services performed 
while botli were in the same brigade. There is time for you to consider 
this suggestion before the post goes next week, and I therefore make 
it to you ; but if you sliould still prefer * * • I will of course recom- 
mend him. 

In my opinion there are no officers who deserve promotion better than 
Carroll, Whittingham, and Roche. It was a job originally to place them 
among the 24 destined to discipline the Portuguese army ; for 1 believe 
they could not get them promoted to the rank of Major in any other 
manner : but, having been placed in that situation, there are no officers 
who have led such a life as they have, particularly Carroll. IJowcvcr, 

I think that Hill, or Doyle, Le Mesurier, and Campbell, have claims 
likewise ; and 1 have no objection to bring them forward : but 1 think it 
better not to say any thing against the promotion of the other three. I 
have taken the opportunity of Pack’s wants to write a letter to the go- 
vernment about the delay of the arrangements, which I hope will have 
some effect. 

Mr. Stuart informed me that Redondo and Forjaz are inclined to 
refer their dispute to me ; if they do, I shall decide upon it by return of post. 

I sent you Fletcher’s opinion about Almeida. If the masons and jicoplc 
are assembled for the work proposed by Fletcher, 1 shall send him an 
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English en^neer over to have it executed : it ii an inconvenience of the 
first magnitude not having that place in order. 

You will hear that the French are getting in reinforcements, and they 
appear to threaten Galicia. My position here, however, must keep them 
in check ; at the same time that Aey must prevent the exemition of the 
design which brought me here : that I can’t help, and 1 shall not be dia- 
satisfied if I can save Galicia. In the mean time, although 1 scarcely 
hope that 1 shall be able to attack Ciudad Rodrigo, 1 allow the train to 
come on as far as the neighbourhood of Trancoso, in c&se the French 
should enter Galicia, that I may be in a situation to proceed at once, and 
vigorously, with the siege. As for Marmont, 1 think I am more than a 
match for him singly ; but not if he has 20,000 infantry and 2500 cavalry 
upon the Duero to join him, of which number the northern army now 
consists. From this statement you will see what a convenience it would 
be to have Almeida in a state of security. 

If 1 find that the troops move forward from Rio Seco, 1 sliall order 
Silveira to collect his forces. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fuente Guinaldo, 22d Aug. 1811. 

1 quite agree in opinion with you regarding the military chest. It 
should be entirely under the control of the General, or of the minister in 
the war department : I rather believe of the latter ; at the same time, 
that the heads of departments who receive funds from the military chest 
should be accountable in the usual manner to the department of finance. 
But when the parties shall refer their dispute to me, 1 shall draw a memo- 
randum upon the subject, which will setUe the mode in which the business 
shall be conducted. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Faente Guinaldo, 23d Aug. 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 11th. We have in the British stores 
at Lisbon no planks for gun and mortar platforms, nor any of the articles 
which you require, which are not wanted for the service of the army ; 
and 1 believe that they can’t be procured at Lisbon at a cheaper rate than 
you can procure them at Cadiz : but I recommend you to send to England 
a regular requisition for every article of store that you require. 

To the Rt. Hod. H. Wellesley. Fueiite Guinaldo, 32d Aug. 1811. 

1 enclose my dispatch of yesterday. Since 1 wrote it 1 have heard that 
about 5000 or 6000 infantiy, and 1500 cavalry, have arrived at Valla- 
dolid ; these are said to be the garrison of Pamplona, &c., who have been 
replaced by the lately arrived reinforcements. The French appear to 
threaten Galicia ; but it is said that, hearing of our position here, they are 
about to detach to Salamanca. It will be impossible for me to attack 
Ciudad Rodrigo while this large army shaill remain on the Duero, and 
another on the other flank at Plasencia : but I shall not be dissatisfied 
if by our position we shall save Galicia ; and 1 don’t propose to give up 
all thoughts of attacking Ciudad Rodrigo, if it should be possible. 

It is again said that Soult is not gone from Sevilljs^ and 1 should be 
glad to hear from you on that subject. I believe he is gone. 
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To lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Fuente%GuiDa1do^ 23d Aug, 1811. 

I don’t want to renew the discussion of the other day ; but 1 enclose 
the account of the cause of the issues to the Royal dragoons since the 
Ist Aug., at the head quarters only, without counting what they had 
picked up at the out quarters. This quantity is very insufficient, and 1 
hope such deficiencies will not occur again ; but there is some difference 
between this account and that of 15 lbs. in 15 days given by Slade. 

When supplies are deficient, there is a loose way of talking of them, 
which may be very excusable ; but it should not be taken for an official 
report. 

To Lieut Oen. Sir S. Cottou, Bart Fuente Guinaldo^ 23d Aug. 1811. 

Just after you went away, Mr. Kennedy brought the enclosed returns, 
which revived me a little ; from which it appears that, since the date of 
your returns, the 16th has been supplied, and have in hand to the 25th. 

However, the 100 mules which left Loza the 22d can’t be back till the 
21th or 28th at soonest ; and 1 am afraid that, unless they manage their 
stock now in hand, they will be again without for a day or two. 

A Don Carlos de EspaSa. A Fuente Giiinaldo, ce 23 Aoiit, 181 1. 

J’ai eu I’honneur de recevoir votre lettre du 22, Je ne pourrais pas, 
sans grand inconvt^nient, dtendre mes postes a Ledesma, malgre que cc 
point soit important. Je vous conseille de ne rien risquer pour le main- 
tenir ; a moins que les Fran^ais ne sc renforcent considerablement sur le 
Tormes, je ne crois pas qu’ils s’dtablissent k Ledesma ; mais il y a une grande 
difft^rence entre s’dtablir dans un poste et y laisser s’dtablir la force 
ennemie. Ainsi malgrtf qu’ils n’y resteront pas a moins que les renforts 
ne viennent sur le Tormes, ils pourront bien tachcr d’en chasser les 
troupes de Don Julian, et si vous trouvez qu’ils en ont le dessein je vous 
conseille de les en retirer. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Aug. 1811, 

I have received Dom M. Forjaz’s letter and the enclosures respecting 
the military chest, to which the answer is written, and will go this night, 
if M. Sodrd can translate the papers in time. 

I observed that one of the proposals in the Conde de Redondo’s plan is 
that we should begin a new account of the subsidy from the 1st Oct. ; 
and that all arrears or debts previous to that time shall be settled here- 
after ; how, is not stated. I have taken no notice of this article in my 
observations, excepting that the regulation thereof has nothing to do with 
the formation of the military chest; but 1 recommend to you to take 
notice of it, and not to increase the Portuguese debt, at least till the 
Ibt Oct. 

I have desired Mr. Kennedy to pay to the chest 100,000 dollars in specie 
of a sum lately arrived from Cadiz, which is 200,000 dollars in specie, and 
£100,000 in paper, which I have ordered to be paid to the chest within 
these last 8 days; and I intend to give another 100,000 dollars in specie 
of a sum which I expect from Cadiz in the end of the month. 

P.S. I enclose the accounts of issues to the Portuguese troops to the 
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24th June, and the accounts of issues to the regiment at Cadiz, amounting 
to £163,800. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Deresford, K.D. Fuente Guinaldo, 24th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Picton, regarding Champel* 
mond, to which 1 heg to draw your attention. It states generally the 
purport of a conversation which I had with him the day before yesterday 
on the same subject, with this addition, that I told him I believed I was 
the cause of Champelmond’s disgrace, by having reported to you the 
manner in which the sick of his brigade were sent from Nave d’Aver in 
the commencement of the month of May. In answer, he told me that 
Champelmond had brought to punishment the officer and Surgeon who had 
gone in charge of these sick ; and he then mentioned that he had ordered 
Champelmond off the field on the 3d May, in consequence of his being 
entirely unfit for duty from sickness. All this being the case, you will 
probably think him wortliy of being promoted to be a Brigadier General. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fuente Oitinaldo, 24tli Aug. IBll. 

M. Sodrt^ has finished the translation of my pajiers on the military chest; 
but, as 1 cannot tell whether the translation accurately explains my mean- 
ing, I send you the original drafts, which 1 beg you will return to me as 
soon as you shall have done with them ; if there should be any doubt, you 
can explain my meaning from these papers. 


To Ills Kxcelloucy C. Stuart. Fuente Guiiialdo, 24th Aug. 1811. 

I forward a letter and its enclosure which 1 have received from the 
officer wlio commands at the hosjtital station at Coimbra. 

1 am inclined to believe that must have made a mistake, and that 

she intended to make the complaint of ♦ ♦ * * which she lias made of 
1 1 1 1- * * * * is in the Portuguese army. If, however, she should be 

of opinion that she has any reason to complain of 1 1 t t’s conduct, I shall 
have him put in arrest, and shall bring him to trial before a General Court 
Martial, if she will order the witnesses to attend it. 

I have likewise the honor to enclose a letter from Lieut. Gen. Hill, with 
a report from Lieut. Col. Stewart, who commanded the troops lately occu- 
})ying the barracks at Evora, on the damages stated to have been done to 
those barracks. 

It is very desirable that some means should be adopted of verifying these 
complaints. It is obvious that this complaint is much exaggerated, if not 
entirely destitute of foundation; and, at all events, Ijieut. Col. Stewart 
having manifested an inclination to attend to any complaints made of the 
conduct of the troops, it appears that it would have been more friendly if 
the magistrates or barrack master at Evora bad complained in the first 
instance to that officer, instead of to the Sec. of State. 

Tu Marslial Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 24th Aug. 1811. 

Having received the directions of the Sec. of State to pay to 

, late of the Lusitanian Legion, certain allowances ^ from the 29th 

June, 1808, to the 23d Feb. 1809, 1 beg that you will ascertain for me 
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whether any allowances had been issued by the Portuguese government to 
the Lusitanian Legion during that period. 

To Manhol Sir W. G. Beresford, K.B. Fueute Guinaldo, 2dth Aug. 181 !• 

I wish that you would speak to Dom M. Forjaz about the practice which 
prevails of publishing, in the Lisbon newspapers, the intelligence received 
from Salamanca by Gen. Silveira, and forwarded by him to the Portuguese 
government, from which papers it is copied in the English newspapers. 
Our correspondents there will certainly be discovered if this practice is 
continued. Indeed they will be lucky if their own indiscretion does not 
bring some of them to the gallows. 

What do you think of one of them going to Ledesma the other day and 
dining with Don Carlos de Espana and Don Julian, which was known pub- 
licly, and talked of at Salamanca ; and, having escaped hanging upon that 
occasion, they wanted to have a meeting with A lava and O’Lawlor!!! 
However, they are so very useful to us, that we should take care that they 
are not discovered by our means. You may depend upon it that if this 
intelligence from Salamanca, as publislied in our newspapers, is observed 
in Paris, and it becomes an object to discover who gives it, our friends 
will be discovered and hanged. * 

1 Uunk that Marmont is about to move ;*and if he approaches us alone, 
or not sufficiently supported, I should nut be surprised if we were to come 
to blows in a few days. However, it is not to be expected that he will 
approacli us, excepting in great strength, as they are very strong upon 
tlie Duero. 

Tu Hig Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guiualdo, 25th Aiig. 1811. 

I have tlie honor to enclose to you an extract of a letter of the 14th 
Aug., which has been transmitted to me by Marshal Sir W. licresford ; 
from one paragraph of which it appears that the Portuguese government 
has decided a question respecting recruiting persons in the employment of 
the departments of the British army, upon which 1 intended to address 
you as soon as I should have ascertained exactly how the law stood upon 
this subject. 

It is impossible for any army to keep the field without having some as- 
sistance from die country ; and assistance of this description is particularly 
necessary to the British army in this country. It might have appeared 
desirable to the Portuguese government to know how far we could do 
without this assistance, particularly as the greatest part of the Portugese 
army arc fed by the British departments. 

I beg likewise to mention that the Spanish government, to whose troops 
we don’t at all times give this assistance, have exempted from the laws 
of the conscription all the persons in the employment of the British army. 

I am far from wishing to interfere with the laws for recruiting the 
army ; but I beg you to inform the Portuguese government that, if they 
don’t recall the words marked in pencil in the enclosed letter, 1 beg that 
they will take measures to feed their own troops, as the British departments 
can feed them no longer. 

The inconvenience which the army will feel from the want of the 
^ Si-t* ApjK^iidix, No. Vlll. 
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aervices of these people would be so great, and the conduct of the govern- 
ment in depriving us of their services in this sudden manner, without pre- 
vious notice, is so unfriendly, compared with the conduct of the Spanish 
government on the same subject, that I must submit it to the considera- 
tion of H.R.H. the Prince Regent of Great Britain. 

To Major Oen. R. Cnufurd. Fuente Gtiinaldo, 26th Aug. 1811. 

Having been out all the morning, I have only now received your 2 
notes of this day. 

I did not know that Don Julian’s party had been withdrawn from Za- 
marra ; and 1 suppose they have also withdrawn from the neighbourhood 
of the place, as they sent no report cither of the party that went to Za- 
marra or of that which went likewise to Pastores. 

In consequence of Major Gruben complaining that his party had too 
much to do, I have ordered another squadron to be sent to you ; but I 
think it would be advisable to place some of your infantry in Zamarra. 

I think you had better not send them any farther forward at present. 

Memorandum for Lieut. Col. Framiiigliam, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 27(h Aug. 1811. 

1. Capt. Macdonald’s troop of jjiorse artillery to be ordered to be pre- 
pared to march as soon as possible, and, when ready, they are to march to 
join this army. 

2. One of the 2 companies of artillery, now with the battering train, 
to be ordered to Gastello Branco, to take charge there of the brigade of 
6 pounders lately belonging to the German artillery. The drivers at 
Coimbra, and all other spare drivers witli the army, likewise to be ordered 
to Gastello Branco, 

3. When the heavy 6 pounders shall arrive from Lisbon at Gastello 
Branco, the company of artillery, ordered by No. 2 from the heavy train, 
arc to be attached to them, and the brigade of heavy 6 pounders there to 
be equipped from the horses, &c., of Capt. Thompson’s brigade, and are 
to join the army. 

4. Capt. Thompson and his company are to go to Lisbon with the Ger- 
man light 6 pounders, either drawn by bullocks or worn out horses, 
according as may be provided hereafter. 

To Monhal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a letter from the Engineer at Almeida ; from which it ap- 
pears that he has neither money nor people to proceed with his work, for 
which he desires to have my instructions. It is useless to instruct him 
under such circumstances. 

1 have ordered Ideut. Graufurd, of the Olst regt., to place himself 
under your orders. I have no particular anxiety respecting the German 
Serjeant you mention in your letter of th8 23d. 


G. O. « Fuente Guinaldo. 26th Aug. 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces is concerned to learn that &e Portuguese ti^^ plun- 
der the people going with provisions to the different villages in which the divisions are 
cantoned ; lie desires that the General and other ofiBcers, in command of Portuguese brigades 
anil regiments, will prevent this practice. If it should be continued, the Commander of 
the Forces will be under the necessity of ilirecting that the rol1e*of the Portuguese troope 
may lie called every hour of Ihe day and night. 
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To Major Gen. Peacocke. Puente Ouinaldo, 27th Aug. 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 21st Aug. My opinion is, that there 
will be no inconvenience in equipping at Oeiras Uie soldiers who are lit 
to join the army ; and, when equipped, they might be embarked at Pa^o 
d*Arcos or elsewhere, and sent up with the tide as high as Sacavem, from 
whence they might proceed. It will not do to send them to Oeiras, and 
to bring them back to Belem to be equipped, and keep them there in 
confinement. It is much better, though a little more troublesome, to 
equip them at Oeiras. However, the great difficulty will probably con' 
sist in the Commissary's sending out to Oeiras the articles of equipment 
which they will require ; but I dare say that ho will not find it impossible 
to overcome this difficulty. 

To Hia Excellency G. Stuart. Puente Guinalda, 27th Aug. 1811. 

I have desired the Commissary Gen. to pay to the chest of the * Aids* 
150,000 dollars of a sum of money recently arrived from England. 

The conduct of the Portuguese government in refusing to receive from 
the commissariat articles which were tendered to tliem, and afterwards 
purchasing those articles in the market at Lisbon, and covering this trans- 
action by a falsehood, viz., that they did not know that the commissariat 
would supply the articles wanted, is of a nature so injurious to the 
alliance, and to the very existence of the contest, and is so mean and dirty 
in itself, that I earnestly request of you to represent it to Lord Wellesley, 
and to inform the Portuguese government that I have made this request. 

The Portuguese government are, or ought to be, aware of the difficul- 
ties in which Great Britain is involved, in order to procure not money's 
worth, but money, — specie, — to maintain the contest, of which the pro- 
bable want alone renders the result doubtful. In order to avoid this want 
they are making the most gigantic efforts, at an enormous expense, to 
send to this country every article that an army can require, in hopes to 
save the demand for, and expenditure of, specie in the purchase of these 
articles in the country ; and the Portuguese government, instead of se- 
conding their laudable efforts, set themselves against them, and, for the 
sake of a dirty job in Lisbon, purchase there the articles with which the 
commissariat have been supplied from England, and which were tendered 
to them. 

Either the Portuguese government are entirely ignorant of what is 
going on in the world, or they are the friends and partisans of the enemy 
to the utmost of their power. I defy them, in their situation, to aid the 
enemy so much as by increasing the demands of specie upon the British 
goveniment. I declare that I have no patience with such conduct. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guiiialdo, 27th Aug. 1611. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2l8t, enclosing a 
note of the 17th from Dom M. Forjaz, on the subject of a complaint from 
the Postmaster at Estremoz. 

This complaint does not mention the name of the person complained 
of, or the regiment to which he belongs, or even the date of the occur- 
rence which is its subject, or any one circumstance by which it could be 
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traced and investigated. It is impossible to give redress when Uie com- 
plaints are so vague. 

To the Earl of Liveriiool. Fueiite Guinaldo, 27tli Aug. 1811. 

1 have received your Lordship’s letter of the 8th Aug. 

« « • « « 

« « « « ifr « 

Any severe loss or serious check to our cavalry might have an influence 
on the result of the war ; and adverting to the enemy’s superiority of 
numbers, particularly in that arm, I have always been unwilling on this 
account, os well as for other reasons, to risk large bodies at the same 
moment. 

«««««« 

By reference to the states which I send you by this post, your Lordship 
will see how we stand in respect to British cavalry. As for the Portu- 
guese cavalry, I am afraid that, owing to starvation, they are worse than 
useless, and we must not reckon upon more than the British. I am very 
confident that, even with the numbers which I have now with me, no 
accident can happen to us ; but wc have not enough to take the field on 
a decidedly offensive plan. 

In my letter of the 18th July 1 reckoned the French cavalry actually 
with the ^Armee de PortugaV about 3500 men. Recent rejiorts state that 
the army of the north have 2500 cavalry. These are already double the 
numbers wliich we can produce, on this frontier, of British cavalry. But 
1 believe there is also, in Castille, a brigade of liglit cavalry belonging to 
Marmont’s army , at least he mentions it in a letter which we have inter- 
cepted. When, in my letter of the 18th July, I mentioned 3500 as the 
nuinbA: of cavalry with the army of the south, T meant the cavalry which 
had come into Estremadura, and had joined with that of the ^ A mwe dr 
Portugal' According to the returns which I have of Soult’s army of 
the south, he has 7774 cavalry, of which he brought only the number 
above mentioned, as I believe, into Estremadura. From this statement, 
your Lordship will see how unlikely it is that you can make us equal to 
the French in cavalry for a decidedly offensive operation. 

It lias never been possible for us to assemble our whole army on this 
frontier, more particularly since the fall of Badajoz and the destruction 
of the Spanish army of Estremadura. We are nearly twice as far from 
Lisbon at this spot as Badajoz is. The Tagus is fordable nearly every 
where from Ahrantes to below Santarem; and if 1 were to leave the 
Alentejo without a respectable body of troops, the enemy might and 
would move the 5th corps through that province, and they would be at 
Lisbon as soon as 1 should hear that they had passed the Guadiana. It is 
as necessary to leave cavalry with that corps in Alentejo as it is to leave 
infantry ; and accordingly your Lordship will see that some of the British 
cavalry remain there. These, however, are not the most efficient regiments. 

There is another point also to be considered in the assembling of these 
large bodies of cavalry, and that is, their food, is impossible to de- 
scribe the difficulty with which food is procured for* them. The cavalry 



SPAIN. 


230 


collected with this army are now 50 or GO miles distant, in order to get 
food, and I trust to be able to assemble them when 1 sliall want them. If 
I should bring them together too soon, or keep them together too long, 
the horses would starve. 

At the same time I am of opinion that we cannot have too much British 
cavalry. We can certainly do iiotliing without them in a general action 
out of our mountains ; and, from all that I can learn, the expense of feed- 
ing the horses is not greater than it is in England, as the hay or grass 
they eat is seldom paid for, and the straw, when they get it, is not nearly 
so expensive as the hay is in England. An augmentation of cavalry, 
therefore, should the season be favorable, and the country which is the 
scene of our operations produce forage, will give us great advantages; and 
even if we should be obliged to keep part of our cavalry in the rear, 
from the want of forage, it will enable us to relieve those in front occa- 
sionally, and thus always to have a body of cavalry in good condition. 
I am therefore very glad that you have sent Le Morchant’s brigade. 

1 am almost certain that I shall not be able to attack Ciudad Riulrigo, 
and I think it is doubtful whether I shall be able to maintain the blocktule 
of that place. However, I shall not give up my intention until 1 am 
certain that the enemy are too strong for me in an action in the ficld. 
The place, although weak in itself, and though the ground on which it 
stands is badly occupied (the French have improved it in some degree), 
is in the best chosen position of any frontier fortress that I have ever 
seen. It is impossible to do any thing against it, cither in the way of 
siege or blockade, excepting by crossing the Agueda, and of all the 
ravines that 1 have ever seen this is the most difficult to cross, excepting 
close to the fort ; and in winter it cannot be crossed at all, excepting at 
the bridges, of which tlie only practicable one for carriages is under the 
guns of the fort. We must fight the battle, therefor*', lo maintain this 
blockade, with our backs to this river, over which we should have to re- 
tire in case of check ; and this would be an awkward position, in which 1 
ought not to involve the army, unless the numbers are so nearly equal an 
to render success probable. You will observe that these circumstances 
all favored the French when they attacked the place from Spain. How- 
ever, there is one thing very clear, that if we cannot maintain this 
blockade, the enemy must bring 50,000 men to oblige? us to raise it ; and 
they can undertake nothing else this year, for they must still continue to 
watch this place, and we shall so far save the cause. In the mean time, 
if they offer me a favorable opportunity of bringing any of them to 
action, 1 shall do it. 

1 bear reports of peace from all parts of Spain, and it is a subject of 
common conversation and general joy among the French officers. I know 
that some of them have received accounts from Paris, stating that peace 
was likely to take place. We have certainly altered the nature of the 
war in Spain ; it has become, to a certain degree, offensive on our part. 
The enemy are obliged to concentrate large corps to defend their own 
acquisitions ; they are obliged to collect magazines to support their armies 
(Marmont says he can do nothing without magazines, *which is quite a 
new era in the modem French military system) ; and 1 think it probable, 
* Sec Appendix, No. VII. 
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from all that I hear, that they are either already reduced, or they must 
soon come, to the resources of France for the payment of those expenses 
which must be defrayed in money. As soon as this shall be the case, and 
as soon as the war will not produce resources to carry itself on, your 
Lordship may be certain that Buonaparte will be disposed to put an end 
to it, and will submit to any thing rather than draw from France the re- 
sources which must be supplied in order to keep together his armies. 1 
think it not unlikely, therefore, that peace is speculated upon in France. 

We have a great many officers and men sick, but none or very few 
seriously so. It is astonishing how easily the officers and soldiers of our 
army are affected by sickness, and the little care they take of themselves. 
In some situations also the effects of the climate are terrible. Very recently 
the officer commanding a brigade of artillery encamped them in one of the 
most unwholesome situations, and every man of them is sick. However, 
the weather will soon become cool in this part of the country, and I hope 
there will be an end of the sickness. 

P.S. 1 enclose the morning state of the 25th, with a note on the back, 
showing the state of the army in cavalry and infantry in Castille and in 
Alentejo. 

To 11. Kennedy, Kaq., Commisaaiy General. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a letter, and its enclosure, from Mr. Stuart, and 1 shall he 
obliged to you if you will let me have your opinion upon the latter. It 
appears to me to afford another instance of the desire of some of the 
members of the Portuguese government to interfere in every thing; it 
regulates those matters which have been regulated already 50 times ; it 
interferes, by way of civil regulation, in that which can be the result 
only of military order, &c. &c. : however, let me have your opinion 
upon it. 

P.S. However desirable it may be that the Portuguese government should 
take from us articles in kind, instead of money, Mr. Dunmore must not 
be allowed to give any thing whatever without reference to you. 

To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your note of this day : the reports which you have re- 
ceived agree with those which 1 have. I rather imagine that the whole of 
the cavalry had gone forward towards Salamanca, but I suppose now that 
only part is gone to open the communication with the army of the north. 
A reinforcement has arrived at Valladolid, and the army of the north is 
very strong, and is apparently about Leon, Benavente, Rio Seco, and 
Valladolid. The * Af^e de Portugal* are apparently collected in the 
different passes of the Sierra, Baiios, Tornavacas, and El Pico, and there- 
abouts ; and they will pass the mountains probably when the army of the 
north approach the Tormes, unless they have in view some plan of greater 
extent, founded upon the arrival of larger reinforcements than 1 have yet 
heard of. 

•It appears from intercepted letters that great preparations were ordered 
at Valladolid, Burgos, &c., in the end of June, for the arrival of rein- 
forcements which were to be at Bayonne early in August ; and these were 
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of fuch an extent, and the orders so detailed, that 1 think that the Em- 
peror then intended to be of the party. The recall of Bessi^res, in July, 
would prove an alteration of plan ; but whether he comes or not, or what- 
ever may be the extent of the reinforcement now come, or coming, it is 
certain that there is now a very large army north of the Duero. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Dereiford, K.B. Fu«nte Guinaldo, dSth Aug. 1811. 

I enclose you the draft of a letter which I have written this day to 
Bacellar, and I rather think that the intelligence which I have received 
since 1 wrote this letter ought to induce me to go further, and to collect 
his troops immediately. 

You will see the dispatches to government, but 1 have no doubt that 
unless the design has been altered since the end of June and beginning 
of July, we shall have the Emperor in Spain and hell to pay before mucli 
time elapses. 

1 have my train well in hand, and can have it on board again in a very 
few days. 

To Lieut. Gen. Bacellar. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 1811. 

You will have received from Gen. Silveira accounts of the enemy’s 
progress, and of their positions on the frontiers of Galicia and Tras os 
Montes. I have no doubt that their design, whatever it was, has been 
suspended, in consequence of the position of the allied army under my 
command on the frontiers of Castille ; but as it is diflScult to foresee what 
movements the enemy will make, and as at present the provinces of Tras 
08 Montes and the Minho are in a very defenceless state, I wish you to 
give orders that all the officers and soldiers of the militia in those pro- 
vinces should join their corps ; and you will direct Gen. Silveira, Gen. 
Trant, and Col. Wilson, to be in readiness to perform those operations 
which were directed by Marshal Sir W. Beresford last year, in the event 
of the enemy’s invasion of the northern provinces by the different northern 
passes. 

The enemy’s position at present at Benavente, Leon, &c., would indi- 
cate a mnvemen^y the northern passes ; and it might be expedient that 
Gen. Silveira should assemble his cavalry, and 2 or 3 of the nearest bat- 
talions, at Braganza, from whence he would observe the movements of the 
enemy, and could adopt such further measures, according to the instruc- 
tions of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, as the movements of the enemy might 
render necessary. My opinion is that the enemy will immediately move 
their whole force towards the Agueda ; but as I may be mistaken, and as 
a large force is certainly collected about Benavente and Leon, I think it 
proper to direct you to adopt these measures of precaution. 

To Major Qeii. Cooke. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th inst. I will 
appoint Col. Skerrett to be a Colonel on the Staff, from the 4th May, till 
the pleasure of H. R. H. the Prince Regent shall be known. 

VOL. V. 
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To tbe Rt. Hori. H. Wellesley. Fuente Guinaldo^ 28th Aug. 1811. 

1 have this day received your letter of the 21 st, and I now enclose 
copies of 2 dispatches to government of this date. Nothing can be more 
interesting than the intercepted letter and the return you sent me ; and 
I shall be much obliged to you for every thing of that kind that you 
can send. 

I always reckoned the Imperial Guard at 6000 infantry and 900 
cavalry 1 1 But there is nothing like the Spaniards for exaggerating their 
own force, and diminishing that of the enemy. 1 am convinced from 
these papers that Buonaparte intended to come to Spain himself: the 
departure of Bessieres for France may be a sign that that intention has 
been relinquished. He certainly will not come unless he has a most 
commanding force. 

All G^n^ral Dumouriez. X Fuente GumaUlo, ce 28 Aofit, 1611. 

Je vous suis bien oblige* dc votre lettrc du 5 Aodt que jc viens de 
recevoir. Vous avez vu la manure dont nos tentatives sur Badajoz ont 
fini, et vous allez voir comment celles que j*avais Tintention de fairc sur 
Ciudad Rodrigo vont hnir. 

JVtais bien content de faire passer mes troupes k la droite du Tage 
pendant les chaleurs d’ Aout et dc Septembre, et jc menaqais Ciudad Rodrigo 
pour faire une diversion pour les Espagnols, et j’avais I ’intention d’en 
faire le siege, si j’eusse eu cn tt‘tc une force contre laquelle je pouvais me 
tenir. Tout dc suite, voilil tout le monde que se rassemble sur moi. 
Marmont passe cn Castille ; I’armee du nord, renforede par des troupes 
dernierement arrivees, arrAtc sa marche sur Santocildcs, et j’attends k 
chaque moment les iiouvelles de son arrivde sur le Tormes. 

Vous verrez que Sanfocildes, ou plutdt Abadia, qui commande en 
Galicc it present, ne pourra ricn faire, faute de ressources et n’ayant 
point de cavalerie, malgre qu’il soit entierement degage par nous. 

Vous verrez aussi que rarmde de Blake qui est allee cn Murcie ne fera 
rien. Peut-^tre mCme que Blake sera battu par Soult, qui a avec lui le 
4* corps d ’amide et la rdserve, et quelques bataillons du P corps, ay ant 
laissd le 5” corps en Estremadure, et le restant du V corps devant Cadiz. 
Mais si Blake n’est pas battu, soyez sAr que faute de ressources et de 
discipline et d’arrangement jamais il ne fera la marche que vous avez 
indiqude. Pour Silveira, il ne commande que la milicc, qui fait tr^s bien 
pour une ddfense pour le Portugal, mais ne peut pas entrer en opdration 
en Espagne. 

Ainsi vous voyez que votre perspective d’une guerre offensive n’est 
pas encourageantp ; mais je ne perds pas courage. Tant que nous ne 
serons pas battus, les Francois ne peuvent rien faire de ce cdtd>ci ; et k la 
fin les Espagnols verront qu’il est ndeessaire d’organiser et de discipliner 
leurs armdes et de leur foumir des ressources ; et alors les affaires iront 
mieux. 

Je serais bien oise d’avoir le plaisir de vous voir, si vous passiez dans 
ce pays-ci; mais je ne vous le conseille pas. Vous verriez bien des 
choses qui vous ddgouteraient de ces guerres rdvoluUonnaires, malgrd que 
les malheurs de notre temps les rendent peut-dtre ndeessaires. 
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To tlie Earl of Liverpool. Fneiite Guinaldo, Sfitb Aug. 1611. 

A considerable bodj of troops arrived at Valladolid, by forced marches, 
on the 16tli and 17 th of this month, and turned off towards Rio Seco, from 
whence I have not yet heard of their moving. These troops, in number 
about 7000 or 8000, are stated to have been drawn from the garrisons in 
the north of Spain, having been relieved by the reinforcements which 
have lately arrived from France. I have likewise learnt that about 1500 
dragoons, belonging to the regiments with Marmont’s army, who had 
been sent to France in the spring, dismounted, have returned to Valla- 
dolid with their horses. 

1 have not yet heard that the enemy had made any movement in the 
north. Gen. Santocildcs wrote on the 15th from Astorga, that the enemy 
were in considerable strength in his front ; and he proposed to retire into 
the mountains of Galicia. But as they must have heard about that lime 
that the allied army were upon the frontiers of Casdlle, it is probable that 
the execution of their plan was suspended, more particularly as the march 
of the reinforcements, which had been forced os far as Valladolid, was 
stopped about the same time at Rio Seco. 

Marmont has likewise broken up his cantonments in the valley of t})e 
Tagus, and his army are in the mountains which separate Casiille from 
Estremadura ; but excepting a small body of cavalry, apparently destined 
to open a communication with the army of the north, none have yet passed 
into Castille. 1 conclude that he will not pass the mountains till the army 
of the north shall have approached the Tormes, and that then the opera- 
tions of both will be directed against the allied army under my command. 

The division of the ^Armie de PortugaV which was cantoned at Jarai- 
cejo and Truxillo, in breaking up has, 1 hear, had some success against a 
small Spanish corps under Gen. Morillo, and the Estremadura legion 
under Col. Downie, which had removed on as far as Montanches. I have 
not yet heard that this French division has passed the Tagus. 

I have received no late intelligence from tlic south of Spain. Gen. 
Ballesteros was still in the Condado de Niebla by the last accounts, there 
being no vessels to remove his troops to Algeziros. 

The enemy are exerting themselves in an extraordinary manner to raise 
contributions in Spain. They have demanded one fourth of the crops 
from the cultivators of the land ; and, in order to procure money, they 
sell the grain, even by retail, which is thus forced from the people by 
way of contribution. 

To the Earl of Lirerpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 1811. 

Since I closed my dispatch of this day to your Lordship, I have received 
some very interesting papers which have been intercepted from the enemy. 
It appears by a return of the 10th July, that the division of Guards alone, 
which are in Castille, amount to above 1 5,000 infantry and 2500 cavalry ; 
and as far as I can judge from the accounts which I have of the enemy 
strength, they had besides, in the army of the north, at least 16,000 in- 
fantry and some cavalry, before the late reinforcements arrived. 

These papers contain very particular and detailed orders for equipping 
the * Armie de Portugal ’ with a very large proportion of cannon, and 

r2 
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wiih horses to draw it, and for the junction of all detachments. There 
are also detailed orders direct from the Emperor for the collection at 
Burgos and Valladolid of the contents of particular magazines; and a 
communication is made to the Due de Raguse on the 19th July, that the 
Emperor had on that day reviewed a very fine body of troops, destined to 
reinforce the armies in Spain ; which country and Portugal it had been 
determined to subdue. From all these circumstances, 1 should be in- 
clined to believe that the Emperor was coming to Spain in person. 

To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Fiiente Giiinaldo, 29tb Aug. 1811, 3 p.m. 

I have just received your 2d letter of this day, and at the same time one 
of the 28th from Don Carlos de Espana, which docs not mention the 
enemy’s arrival at Ledesma ; neither do I believe Col. Barnard’s account 
of the arrival of the convoy. 

I have an intercepted letter this day in cypher, which shows that the 
army of the north, and the ‘ Armeo de Portugal^ will join to attack us, as I 
supposed. 

If the Spanish peasantry will not trust us for a short time, they must 
keep their wheat for the French, and we must eat our biscuit. I can't 
get up money in sufficient sums to pay ready money for all our provisions, 
and the pay of the troops likewise. 


To Martiliul Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 29th Aug. 1811. 

I find that the militia in Beira are not supplied with arms, and it is 
desirable that you should immediately turn your attention to that object. 

I find that tlie government has supplied the Superintendent of Trans- 
ports, who is to buy mules for fne artillery, with paper money only. He 
will not get one mule in Spain for tlie whole sum in paper that he has in 
his hands. 

I am in hopes soon to have with each of the 5th and 6th divisions a 9 
pounder, or a heavy 6 pounder brigade ; and I propose then to send away 
your 6 pounder artillery for these divisions, and you might apply the 
mules to render Arentschildt’s and Dickson’s artillery quite complete : or 
if they can be completed otherwise, it would be very convenient to have 
these 2 brigades in reserve with the army, in case it should be desirable 
to move any division by mountain or narrow roads ; for either one or the 
other purpose, they will both be disposable in the course of a short time, 
I hope. 

To H, S. H. the Duke of Brunswick. Fueute Guinaldo, 29th Aug. 1811. 

I have delayed to reply to your Highness’ letter of the 27th July, 
regarding Lieut. ■ ■ — , till I should receive an answer to a reference upon 
the subject which I made to Col. de Bemewitz for information, and I 
have now the honor to enclose to your Highness a letter which I have 
received from Col. de Bemewitz. I recollect to have refused leave of 
absence to Lieut. after the siege of Badajoz, or to accept his resig- 

nation without your Highness* consent, because I was not aware of the 
circumstances which occasioned the request for lehve, or the offer of the 
resignation, and I wish to adhere to the rules which* 1 had made to allow 
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no officer in your Highness’ regiment to resign his commission and return 
to Germany, witliout your Highness’ special i>ermis8ion ; but if I hod 
been made acquainted with tlie circumstances which had occurred, I should 

have thought it desirable that Lieut. should quit the service, and 

should in the mean time have leave of absence. 

My reason for entertaining this opinion is, that the instances of want 
of spirit among the officers of the army are very rare, and the example of 
punishment for this crime is not required. This being the case, 1 should 
wish to avoid giving the soldiers, and the world, a notion Umt an officer, 
particularly one belonging to a foreign nation, can behave otherwise than 
well in the presence of the enemy ; and if there should be an unfortunate 
person who fails in tliis respect, 1 would prefer to allow him to retire to a 
private station, rather tlian expose his weakness. 

On these grounds, I would still recommend to your Highness to accept 
the resignation of his commission, which Lieut. ■ has offered. Your 
Highness will observe that he has absented himself from liis regiment 
without leave, for which crime 1 propose forthwith to order him in arrest ; 
but I beg to recommend to your Highness to accept his resignation, and 
to allow him to return to Germany, as being in every respect an officer 
unfit to serve llis Majesty in your Highness* regiment, at the same time 
that it is not expedient to expose his weakness by bringing him to trial 
before a General Court Martial. 

To Hii Excellency G. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 29tli Aug. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th Aug., in 
which you have enclosed one of the 23d from Dom M. Forjaz, desiring 
to have my opinion of a proposed regulation on the subject of means of 
transport, and of supplies of provisions for the troops. 

As the Commander in Chief of the British army, 1 have nothing to say 
to any Portuguese regulation, excepting to obey it, as .far as may be iu 
my ])Ower, and as far as it may not be inconsistent with the orders and 
regulations of His Majesty. 1 am sorry that there are parts of the pro- 
posed regulation which are inconsistent with those regulations, viz., all 
the arrangements included in the Ith, 8th, 9th, lOtli, and 1 1th articles. I 
can’t allow any person to give receipts for provisions excepting those who 
receive them ; nor can I allow the Commissary Gen. to pay for provisions 
delivered to the British troops on the production of any document, except- 
ing the receipt of the person who received the provisions. 

If I am desired, as the Marshal General of the Portuguese army, to give 
my opinion of the proposed regulation, I answer that the regulation 
appears to me to be entirely useless in many parts, and in others injurious 
to the public service. 

There is already a Superintendent of Transport in each province, whose 
duty appears to be of the same description with that prescribed for the 
Inspector General of Transport and of Provisions in the 1st, 2d, and 
3d articles of the proposed regulation. 1 don’t see the use of 2 officers to 
perform the same duty. The lists of means of transport to be made, under 
the 4th article of the regulation, were actually made and completed in all 
the provinces of the Kingdom, in consequence of a proposition made by 
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ine as long ago as Novembery 1809, and I have now copies of them. It 
might be very proper to order that new lists might be made in parts of 
Beira and parts of Estremadura, in consequence of the invasion of those 
provinces last year ; but the lists of the means of transport, &c., in the 
other provinces ought still to be complete. 

All that is required to render the existing system perfect is to enforce 
the law. 

1st ; To oblige all magistrates, upon whom requisitions should be made 
for means of transport, to issue their orders to the owners of means of 
transport to produce them at a certain place, at a certain time. 

2dly ; To oblige the magistrates to levy a penalty on those who should 
omit to obey this order ; and, 

3dly ; To punish all magistrates who should omit to levy the penalty if 
the means of transport should not be produced as ordered. 

I beg to observe that this is the law of England, and the practice ; and 
it is notorious that more attention is paid in England to the riglits of 
private property than in any other country. But, on the other hand, every 
person is obliged, under a penalty, to assist tlie public cause ; and the 
« magistrates are obliged to do their duty, or they are punished according 
to law. 

If this system be carried into execution, it will be necessary that the 
Portuguese government should pay regularly tlic hire of the means of 
transport which are required for the service, and then the odious and 
oppressive system of embargo may be put an end to throughout the 
country. But I wish the government to understand that, unless the owners 
of means of transport are forced to produce at the place and hour ordered 
the means which are required ; unless the magistrates arc forced to do 
their duty ; and unless the Port-uguese government shall pay regularly 
for the means of transport required for the Portuguese army, either the 
odious system of embargo must continue in all its rigor, or tlie Governors 
of the Kingdom must make up their minds to lose tlie country. 

1 see that the 5th article goes to suspend the powers of the Special 
Commission and of the magistrates, in regard to the proprietors of lands ; 
which, in my opinion, is not advisable. The proprietors of lands are 
those most able to supply means of transport. They are the persons most 
interested in the defence of the country ; and yet the effect of the regula- 
tion would be to protect these very people from punishment, for neglect- 
ing to supply the means of transport which are necessary for its defence, 
and which they alone have in their possession. 

The 6tli article is as objectionable as the others. The question is, 
whether means of transport are required for the army or not. If they are 
required, they must be made to go tlie distance ordered, unless relieved. 
They cannot be relieved unless a fresh set 'of magistrates and fresh in- 
habitants should do their duty, and produce fresh means of transport 
required from them. Upon this subject a new regulation is not required. 

1 have always objected to the plan of the government crowding different 
objects into the same regulation. 1 have already stated the objections to 
the remaining articles of the proposed regulation as referr^le to ^e British 
army ; and understanding that there is now under consideration a plan for 
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regulating a Commissariat for the Portuguese army, the consideration of 
this part of the subject should be deferred till the Commissariat should be 
established, to which it essentially belongs. I am convinced that tlie 
proposed regulation in the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th articles must be 
altered when the Commissariat shall be established, or it will be very 
inconvenient to that establishment. 

I request you to lay this letter before the Portuguese government, as 
containing my opinion on this regulation. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fueiite Guiiialdo, 29th Aug. 1811. 

I was obliged to send off the dispatch to you at an early hour this morn- 
ing, in order to catch the post at Elvas, and I did not reply to a very 
interesting part of your letter of the 21st inst. 

I am quite convinced that the majority of the officers of the Spanish 
army would prefer submitting to the French to allowing us to have any 
thing to say to their troops. In truth, they are by no means convinced, 
or at all events will not allow, that our officers know any more of their 
profession than they do themselves ; and we may depend upon it tliat we 
should always have them acting against us, and that all of their class in this ^ 
country would follow their example. 

1 think it probable, but I am not quite certain, that we should get some 
of the lower orders of the people of Spain to serve in regiments officered 
by British officers ; but 1 am convinced that if the authorities of the 
country sliould set their faces against the measure, we should get but few. 
Then the discipline through which a soldier must pass, that in which he 
must be kept, and the privations to which every soldier is exposed, don’t 
render his life a very happy one ; and this circumstance, added to the 
reproach which every soldier under the command of our officers would 
have to endure from the Spanish officers and people of that class, would 
occasion desertion to a degree scarcely credible. We have already expe- 
rienced it in the Chasseurs Britanniques, in which regiment there were 
some Spaniards, but they have all deserted. 

If we trace the history of the establishment of British officers in the 
Portuguese army, it will be found that two circumstances occasioned it. 
1st; the absence of a great number of the efficient officers of the army 
with those corps which were, and are still, in France, and the suspicions 
which attached to those which were returned to Portugal. 2dly ; the 
murder of the Commander in Chief, Bernardin Freire, in a mutiny of 
the soldiers, and refusal of all the Portuguese officers to take tlie com- 
mand of the troops. 

To this add, that it had not been unusual to call foreign officers to the 
command of the Portuguese armies; and circumstances which had recently 
occurred had tended very much to raise the reputation of our officers at 
that time in Portugal, while the conduct of the foreign officers in the ser- 
vice had tended to sink theirs. 

None of these circumstances exist in Spain ; and it must not be ex- 
pected that we should find the Spanish soldiery inclined in the same degree 
to submit to our discipline. 

You will then say, whaj^ is Great Britain to do ? 1 answer, persevere 
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in the contest, and do the best she can, while she endeavors to prevail upon 
the Spaniards to improve their military system. 

The contest is expensive, and affords but little or no hopes of success, 
excepting by tiring the French out. After all, military success probably 
could not reasonably be expected in a contest between the powers of the 
Peninsula and Great Britain on one side, and tlie French on the other, 
which had begun by the French seizing the armies, the fortified places, 
the arms, and the resources, of the Peninsula. Tliese are circumstances 
to which the people don’t advert in general, but they bear upon every 
event of the contest ; and the folly and treachery of the Spaniards in the 
loss of battles and strong places have increased our difficulties, but still 
I am not without^opes. We have already, in some degree, altered the 
nature of the war and of the French military system. They are now in a 
great measure on the defensive, and are carrying on a war of magazines. 
They will soon, if they have not already, come upon the resources of 
France; and,' as soon as that is the case, you may depend upon it the war 
will not last long. 

We may spend 10 millions a year in this country ; but it is a very erro- 
neous notion to suppose that all that expense is incurred by the war in 
the Peninsula. Our establishments which we have here would cost very 
near half that sum if they were kept at home, and the surjdus only should 
be charged as the expense of this war. I don’t mean to say that that ex- 
pense is not great, but it must be borne as long as the Spaniards and Por- 
tuguese can hold out, or we must take our leave of our character as a great 
country. 

1 enclose an intercepted letter which was in cypher, which shows that I 
liave not mistaken the enemy’s plan of operations. 


To Lieut. Oen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Fuente Guinuldo, 30th Aug. 1811. 

I have perused the proceedings of the General Court Martial, of which 

you are President, on the trial of private , of the 52d regt., 

whom the Court have recommended in tlie body of their sentence^ in 
which recommendation 1 entirely concur \ but as that mode of recom- 
mendation adopted by the General Court Martial is not regular, and has 
been forbidden by His Majesty’s orders, I return the proceedings of the 
General Court Martial on tliis trial, and request that that part which re- 
commends private may be struck out from the sentence, and 

may be the subject of a separate letter. 


To Marshal Sir W. G. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 30th Aug. 1811. 

1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will have some mode ar- 
ranged of feeding your detachments on the roads to the army. They 


G. O. ^ Fuente Guinaldo, SOtb Aug 181 1. 

4. Tlie Commander of the Forces is happy to have it in his power to pardon^ , 

who, it appears, was tal^ii prisoner when abwnt from his regimeut, without leave, in search 
of wine. Tlie same misfortune haa happened to other soldiers ; and the Commander of 
the Forces trusts the soldiers will at last discover that it is better to be satisfied with their 
allowance of wine than to absent themselves from their regiment in search of more, and 
thus incur the risk of being taken by the enemy, and to lose their reputation as soldiers by 
lieiiig deemed deserters. , 
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come through our cantonments invariably starving, and they are fed by 
our Commissaries, which, in addition to our own detachments, is an in- 
crease of consumption not provided for ; and it prevents the accumulation 
of supplies which is necessary in order to enable the army to do any 
thing. In the margh routes to the detachments from this army, it is parti« 
cularly specified at what places, and from whom, they are to receive provi- 
sions ; and very few, and very small, magazines are sufficient for the purpose., 

It would be very desirable if an arrangement of the same description 
were made for the march of the detachments of the Portuguese army. I 
have complaints from our cantonments on the high road from Gastello 
Branco of the consumption of the supplies for these detachments, and it 
comes to be a serious object. 

A Don Carlo! de Eipafia. X Fuentc Gumaldo, ce 30 AoOt, 1811. 

J’ai donne ordre qu’on donne I’Ambassadeur d’Espagne h Lisbonne 
2000 fusils et autres ^quipemens pour Otre a vos ordres; et F200 f^ils et 
autres tkiuipemens pour le rt^giment la Princesa^ pour Otre pareillement d 

demondez k prt^sent 1000 fusils, et je voudrais savoir si vous 
00 outre les 3200. Je vous previens que je n’ai pas d’l^quipe- ' 
mens, les ayant envoytS tous d Cadiz. Vous me demandez aussi de les envoy er 
d Oporto. C’est dommage que vous n’ayez ])as pense a Oporto plutdt, si 
vous vouicz y avoir les 3200, pareeque les fusils auront tie donnds il y a 
quelqucs jours a I’Ambassadeur d’Espagne, et les departemens Anglais 
ne peuvent plus s’en charger apres qu’ils ont tfte doimes d I’Ambassa- 
deur. Mais je nc doute pas quo si vous dcrivez a M. I’Ambassadeur, il 
vous les enverra a Oporto. 

Il parait que I’ennemi va so rassembler en asscz grande force sur le 
Tormes. Quond jc saurai leur force, je verrai ce que nous pourrons faire. 

To Gen. Abadia. Fueute Guiijaldo, 30tb Aug. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 15th Aug. I 
had already requested Col. Sir H. Douglas to apprise your Excellency of 
the state of affairs in this quarter, and I have now to inform you that we 
remain still in the same positions as when he left this. 

The enemy heard on the 14th inst of our arrival here, and it appears 
that from that time they altered their design in the country north of the 
Duero, whatever it was. 1 understand that the troops which arrived at 
Valladolid about the middle of the month, by forced marches, halted at 
Rio Seco ; and I learn that there was another detachment of about 7000 
very fine' troops still at Valladolid on the 22d. Marmont at about the same 
time commenced collecting his troops in the Puertos, and on the 28th and 
29th his advanced guard passed through the Puerto de Baiios, and arrived 
on the 29th at Tamames. 

1 understand from an intercepted letter that it is his object to effect a 
junction with the army under the command of Gen. Dorsenne, which is 
that beyond the Duero, and the 2 to move to attack tins army. This 
junction, which I cannot prevent, will necessarily frustrate my object, 
more particularly as I see by your account of the state of your army, that 
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you can’t move from Galicia; and I propoae to Mt according to circum- 
stances and to the strength of the enemy. It is very obvious, however, 
that unless the enemy should be very largely reinforced, they can’t un- 
dertake any thing serious against you, so long as 1 can keep my army 
collected and entire, unless they should give up Ciudad Rodrigo.* 

To HU Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Gunialdo, 30th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 25th and 26th. I see that, even by 
their own accounts, the Portuguese government are debtors to us, after 
bringing in the charge for the 20th regt., and for the supplies to the latest 
period; and they will be debtors for a much larger amount when the 
accounts shall ba settled, as they ought to be, on the principle fixed by us. 
You did quite right to send your note, marked A, in your letter of 
the 26th. 

1 don’t understand what offence the Spaniards can have taken with my 
brother’s letter to Bardaxi. 

I am afraid that Beresford has been rather in a hurry in his application 
to the Portuguese government about Colman and Madden. 1 applied 
some time ago to the Horse Guards to have these officers restored to their 
rank in the British service, and received an answer stating that hereafter 
it might be granted upon an application from the Portuguese government. 
The time for the application was not stated ; but it appears to me that the 
proper time for such an application would have been the moment at which 
the allied army should have obtained any success, if again they should gain 
such. It would then certainly have been successful: success is now 
doubtful, and a second refusal of the application may affect its final success. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fueute Guinaldo, 30th Aug. 181 1. 

A Portuguese of the name of passed through here some days 

ago, on his way to Lisbon from Madrid, respecting whom, since he has 
gone through, 1 have entertained some suspicions. It appears by his 
papers that he was appointed to be an officer of the Secretariat by Senhor 
Araujo, and was employed in the embassy at Madrid, where he has 
remained ever since the revolution. He told us some few lies here, but 
that is nothing. Wliat strikes me as extraordinary is, that he should have 
been able to 6nd his way from Madrid, through the French armies and the 
guerrillas, bringing with him some valuable baggage, and a kind of suite, 
consisting of his sons, servants, &c. If I have a correct notion of the state 
of things at Madrid, he could not have passed with this train from that city 
to the guerrillas without the connivance of the government, and, if that is 
the case, he has come for some sinister purpose. He talked to me of his 
intimacy with Dom M. Forjaz. I rather think that the guerrilla Avril, 
who first took charge of him, has not a good opbion of him. 

4 

To Major Gen. R. Graufurd. Fuente Guinaldo, 31gt Aug. 1811, 11 a.m. 

lhave received *thc reports of Lieut. Bedell and Major Griiben; and 
the fetters which 1 received last night gave me reason to believe that the 
enemy had not come to Tamames. There is no convoy coming to Ciudad 
Rodrigo. The convoy which left Salamanca on the ^7^b, or was about to 
- ’ See Appendix, No* IX. 
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leave it, was one of artillery for the * Armde de Portugal^* and its route is 
between the Tormes and tlie Duero. 

I have constant intelligence from Salamanca, the last letter dated the 
27th ; and there was no convoy for Ciudad Rodrigo then thought of. 

To Major Gens. Slade, Anson, and Alien, and Col. Sir G. Calcrafl. 

Fueiite Guinoldo, Slst Aug. 1811. 

Arrangements have lately been made, which I hope will be carried into 
execution, to attach to each of the regiments of cavalry under your com- 
mand such a number of mules as will secure for them a constant supply 
of corn ; but I am desirous to carry this arrangement still further, and, if 
possible, that each of the regiments should at all times have in its canton- 
ments a supply of corn to last the* horses for G days. A large supply of 
corn is shortly expected from the magazines in the rear ; but it is obvious 
that this quantity can be gained upon the daily consumption only by re- 
ducing the allowance, if the horses should be in good condition, and wliilc 
they don’t work, and if they should be well provided with other forage. 

It is impossible for me, or for any body who does not sec the horses, to 
judge of these points ; but I request you to reduce the quantity of corn to 
be issued to the horses of the regiments in the troops under your com- 
mand, to 8, or even 7, pounds a day for each horse, if you should be of 
opinion, from the circumstances above referred to, that you can do so 
without injury to their condition, in order, with what shall arrive from 
the magazines, to gain upon the consumption a store of com, to remain in 
the cantonments of the regiments, which will last the horses at the full 
allowance 6 days. When this store shall have been accumulated, I should 
then wish that, at all events, the issue of the full allowance should be re- 
commenced. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, Slst Aug. 1811. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will talk to Dom M. Forjaz 
about the state of the bridges on the Alva, on the Ceira, and on the Mon- 
dego, which were destroyed in the last campaign, some by the French and 
some by Gen. Bacellar. 

Among other excellent establishments in Portugal still existing there is 
a fund for the construction and repairs of roads and bridges, which, like 
all others, is, I believe, entirely misapplied ; and then, as usual, when it 
becomes necessary to do the work the expense falls upon us. 

It becomes necessary to repair these bridges forthwith. In the course of 
the month of October the rains will commence, and the safety of the army 
may depend upon the passage of these bridges being secured. I have 
already sent an officer to look at them, and, whether the government will 
repair them or not, I must have them repaired ; but I am determined that 
the expense shall be charged against the subsidy. 

It is too bad, that with funds existing in the country for all these pur- 
poses, and with persons capable of executing them, I can get nothing done 
excepting by my own officers ; and then we are involved in the greatest 
difficulties to get the people necessary to work, and the materials to enable 
us to perform the works which we are obliged to undertake. 
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I beg you to tell Dom M. Forjaz that I desire to know, by return of 
post, whotlicr the Portuguese government will or will not undertake to 
repair the bridges on the Alva, the Ceira, and the Mondego, in such a 
manner as that they will be passable in October ; and that, if they will 
not, 1 request them to write orders to tlie Governor of Coimbra, and the ma- 
gistrates of Arganil, Goes, Louzao, Ponte da Murcella, Foz d’Arouce, &c., 
to give every assistance that Capt. Macleod may call for, either in work- 
men or materials, to enable him to repair them. 

P.S. Gen. Bacellar, who destroyed the bridges on the Mondego, should 
be ordered to repair them. 

To die Earl of Idverpool. Fuente Oulnaldo, 1st Sept. 1811. 

I received only yesterday your letter of the 20th July. In case the 
unfortunate event, which you mentioned, should occur, 1 am at a loss to 
know how I shall employ Herbert Taylor with tliis army, excepting in Die 
situation of D. A. G., now held by Gen. Pakenham, but which he would 
resign, I know, if I could make any other convenient arrangement for the 
performance of its duties. 

Employment with the Spaniards would not suit him at all. Sir H. 
Douglas is in the only situation of that description in which he would feel 
any interest ; and he is too low down among the Colonels of this army to 
give him the command of a brigade. 

If you should think that tlie situation of D. A. G. would suit him, 
I shall be obliged to you if you will offer it to him. Major Gen. C. 
Stewart generally goes home every winter, when the business of his de- 
partment would fall upon him; and, in the event which would leave him 
at liberty to accept the situation, it is probable that it would be necessary 
to Stewart to be absent for a great length of time, in order to ensure his 
election to Parliament. 


G. O. Fucufct* Gulualdo, lut Sept. 181 1. 

« « * « 41 * 

Whicli gentence hag been coiifirined by big Esccellency the Commander of the Forceg. 

2. The Commander of the Forceg regretg that an officer of the rank of — — — — 
should have placed himself in tlie situation in which that officer now iindg himself; 
and should have fiersevered in the erroi whicli he had committed, notwithstanding that 
its nature and the consequences likely to result from his conduct were repeatedly repre- 
sented to him ; and that tic was earnestly uiged by those whose opinions ought to have had 
an influence ovei him to recall the improper letters which he had addressed to his Com- 
manding officer, Major Gen. Caniphell. 

3. If the extieine sensibility to the censure of his Commanding officer, which was the 
pretext for tlie disrespecHul and offensive conduct of which — — — has been found 
guilty, had lieen of that good description which induces those who feel it to avoid censure 
by attending strictly to their duty, by obeying with zeal and precision tlie orders which 

they receive, and by upholding the discipline and suhordiiiatioii of the army, 

would have attended to the advice he had received to withdraw his offensive letters, rather 
tlidii incur the risk of receiving a stronger censure under the sentence of the General Court 
Martial. 

4. The Commander of the Forces hopes, however, thot tliat sentence will convince 

thot whatever may be his feelings, he cannot wiUi impunity express them to his Com- 
manding officer in terms of disrespect and offence, even when he thinks he has reason to 
complain of his Commanding officer's conduct ; and that he will recollect, in future, that a 
General Court Martial will enforce the rules of the service which protect every officer from 
disrespect and insult on every occasion, but most particularly wl^eu in the execution of his 
duty. 
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To Vice Adm. the Hoii. O. Berkeley. Fuente Guinaldo, 2d Sept. 1811. 

1 have received your letters of the 29th Aug., regarding the conduct 
of 2 marines on duty at Fort S. Julian, and 1 am very sensible of the 
kindness of the motives which have induced you to refer this case for my 
consideration. I have directed the Judge Advocate to draw charges against 
these men founded on Major Dickenson’s report. 

I am much obliged to you for sending the newly arrived detachments to 
Figueira. 

1 agree entirely with you about the sea sand on the platforms at S. 
Julian. It will undoubtedly render the water brackish collected in the 
tanks from these platforms, and fresh sand bags can be placed at any 
moment. 

Have you heard any thing of Lord March ? 

TfieA.G. to Major Gen, the Hon. G. L. Cole^ 4ih divinon. 2d Sept. 1811. 

In reply to the letter of the D. A.A.G. of the 4th division of the 30th ult, 1 have 
to call your attention, by direction of the Commander of the Forces, to the pro- 
ceedings therein mentioned not being in conformity to the system laid down by 
his Excellency, or to the usual mode of proceeding with regard to sick leave. 
The certificate of ill health should in the first instance be forwarded by the General 
officers commanding divisions ; and in extraordinary cases of emergency, from the 
illness of the individual, or from the march of tiie division or corps, the officer, 
whose certificate is sent, may proceed to the nearest hospital station. But the 
assembly of a Medical board is only directed by an order from the Commander of 
the Forces, signified to the Inspector General, who orders the same at the nearest 
hospital station where the officers arrive after being pennitted to leave their cor]>s. 
And it is not intended that Medical boards should be held in the several divisions 
without going through the usual forms, nor that leave of absence should be 
granted but by the G. O. of the army. I have forwarded Capt. Egerton's letter to 
Dr. Franck, directing Medical boards to report on the oflicers’ cases alluded to 
on arrival at Abrantes. 


To Lieut. Col. , — th retft. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d Sept. IRll, 9 p.m. 

I return your letter of this day’s date, as it contains a request to which 
I can give no reply, unless the letter should be transmitted in the channel 
prescribed by His Majesty’s Regulations. 

To Gen. Bacellar. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d Sept. 1811. 

I write to inform you that the Spanish army has been obliged to retreat 
frqm its positions at La Baneza and Puente de Orvigo, and has fallen back 
at least as far as Villa Franca. 

I am not exactly informed of the circumstances which occurred previous 
to the retreat of the Spanish army of Galicia, but I believe they must have 
sustained some check. 

A considerable proportion of the enemy’s troops, which were in their 

Q, Fuente Guinaldo, 8d Sept. 1811. 

5. The Commander of the Forces observes that both — ■ — and — — — - were 

mode prisoners going in search of wine, and afterwards enlisted into the service of the 
enemy, in order, if possible, to make their escape. 

6. lliis is a dangerous experiment ; and very possibly those who attempt it n^y find 
themselves engaged with their countrymen and comrades before they can carry this design 
into execution. The soldiers will thus see the disgraceful situation in which they are liable 
to fall by their irregular endeavors to get more wine than their allowance, or than can do 
them any good. 
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front, have arrived at Salamanca, with a view to operations in this quarter, 
in concert with the army of Marmont; and it is stated that 25,000 men, 
belonging to the army of the north, will be assembled there in the course 
of a few days : at all events, it is obvious tliat the enemy have at present 
no design to extend their operations in that quarter, and therefore it ap- 
pears to me desirable that Gen. Silveira should place his corps of obser- 
vation for the present at Freixo de Espadacinta, or Torre de Moncorvo, 
rather than at Braganza. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d Sept. 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose a letter which 1 have received from the 
Conde de Aguiar, and its enclosures, from which I learn that H.R.H. the 
Prince Regent of Portugal has been pleased to confer upon me the title of 
Conde de Vimeiro, and the Grand Cross of the Order of the Tower and 
Sword, and a pension of 20,000 cruzados per annum, 

1 beg that your Lordship will lay these letters before H.R.H. the Prince 
Regent, and request that His Royal Highness will bo graciously pleased 
to permit me to accept of the favors which H.R.H. the Prince Regent of 
Portugal has been pleased to confer upon me. 

Having considered it my duty to urge the local Portuguese govern- 
ment, almost with importunity, to increase the disposable revenue of the 
state to the utmost, by every measure in their power, as well of increased 
taxation as of reform of abuses in the collection and management of the 
revenue, and of economy in the grant of salaries and in every branch of 
the expenditure, as the only measures by which the expenses of the war 
could be provided for by the necessary sums of specie, 1 have thought it 
proper not to accept of any allowance from the Portuguese government 
for the office of Marshal General of the army, which I fill. 

In case H.R.H. the Prince Regent should think proper to allow me to 
accept the favors conferred upon me by H.R.11. the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, I propose in like manner to decline the acceptance of the pen- 
sion offered to me during the continuance of the existing war for the inde- 
pendence of the country. 

To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Fuente Guinaldo, 4th Sept. 1811. 

I received your letter yesterday evening. You are quite right to go on 
the staff to the East Indies, if you think it will suit your views ; and I can 
only say that I shall be very sorry to lose your assistance here. 

I hope that you will soon get well of the ague : you had better move 
up to this high ground for a day or two. 

To His Ezcdlency C. Stuart Fuente Guinaldo, 4th Sept. 1811. 

In answer to your letter of the Slst, I state that 1 conceive you will act 
correctly in not making over to the Portuguese government all the money 
which the Commissary (jen. gives to you. I order him to give to you 
money whenever "he can spare it, specie particularly. You must be the 
best judge whether the money ought to he given to the Portuguese 
government. Their debt to us is now so large, ai^ daily increasing so 
fast, that I conceive tliat you ought not to advance any more money, 
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unless it is obvious that the money can*t be got from any other quarter, 
and that the service suffers from the want of it. You will observe that 
there will be. a very heavy demand for the provision stores lately required, 
and a demand for the provisions issued to the troops from the 25th July 
to the 24th Sept. 

P.S. I return the list of persons who receive newspapers. I know no- 
thing of any of them, excepting of those who are officers of the army, 
and of course can form no judgment whether any of them send Uic news- 
papers to the French army. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo^ 4th Sept. 1811. 

I enclose the copy of a dispatch* from Gen. Foy, who commands the 
division of the Arm^e. de P&rtugaV at Truxillo, to Gen. Girard, who 
commands a division of the 5th corps at Zafra, which was intercepted and 
deciphered, and shows that the plan of the enemy is exactly what 1 in- 
formed your Lordship, in my dispatch of the 28th Aug., that 1 believed 
it was. 

That this is the plan is further confirmed by an intercepted letter of 
the Istinst. from Gen. Wathier, at Salamanca, to the General commanding 
at Ciudad Rodrigo, of which I enclose an pxtract,t announcing the in- 
tention of the General commanding tlie army of the north to collect 25,000 
Guards at Salamanca in the course of 6 days, and to move to the relief of 
Ciudad Rodrigo in concert with the Due de Raguse. 

Your Lordship will observe that Gen. Wathier states that the army of 
the north had had some considerable success against the Spanish army of 
Galicia. I have received no accounts of these operations, excepting that 
the troops which had been halted at Rio Seco, towards the middle of 
the month, had afterwards moved forward upon Benavente about the 23d 
or 24th. No attack had been made as late as the 26th; and Gen. 
Dumoustier’s division of Guards arrived at Salamanca on their return 
from the expedition on the Ist inst. ; so that it is not probable that the 
check received by the troops in Galicia was of the important description 
stated by Gen. Wathier. 

I enclose a letter, however, of the 15th inst., received from Gen. 
Abadia, who commands the army in Galicia; from which your Lordship 
will observe that they are in want of every thing, and that 1 did not form 
an erroneous calculation when I stated, in my dispatch of the 8th Aug., 
that I could not believe that this army could make any movement to assist 
us. 1 don’t believe that they have been defeated, as stated ; but I shall 
consider it very fortunate if Gen. Abadia should be able hereafter to sus- 
tain himself in Galicia. 

Some detachments of convalescents, amounting to about 2000 men, 
belonging to the * Armde de Portugal^ which had been left in Castille, 
have lately been sent to join their regiments ; and this army has likewise 
been reinforced by the dragoons lately returned from France with their 
horses. I likewise believe that some of the reinforcements (of the num- 
ber 1 am not accurately informed) which have lately entered Spain have 


* See Appendix, No. Vll. 


f See Appendix, No. IX. 
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been sent on from Valladolid to join this same army. Your Lordship will 
see from Gen. Wathier’s letter the strengili in Guards expected from the 
army of the north, which must either be exaggerated, or the Guards have 
been reinforced since the return of the 10th July, adverted to in my dis- 
patch of the 26th Aug. 

The * Armee de Portugal! however, reinforced, and the Guards, even 
according to their state on the 10th July, united, would be too strong for 
me to think of maintaining the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo on the other 
side of the Agueda, under all the disadvantages attending the communi- 
cation across that river. 1 tlicreforc propose to take a position on the left of 
the Agueda, if 1 should find the enemy to be really in such strength as that 
it is not advisable that 1 should attack them, and leave it to them to attack 
us if they should tliink proper. 

In consequence of the statement in Gen. Foy’s letter, that a body of 
troops from the army of the centre were to take the ground of the * Armie 
de PortugaV at Plasencia and Almaraz, 1 have desired Gen. Hill to 
detach a body of troops, which had before been prepared for that purpose, 
to Gastello Branco, to keep up the communication between him and the 
army, and to station himself with the 2d division of infantry at Portalegre. 

I have received reports that a division of the 5th corps had moved upon 
Gen. Ballesteros near Ayamonte. The General retired to the Isla de la 
Canela, in the mouth of the Guadiana ; and the enemy were in Ayamonte, 
but in small force, on the 24th Aug. As the ships had arrived to carry 
off Gen. Ballesteros to Algeziras, 1 imagine that the enemy will have 
retired again from Ayamonte. 

According to accounts from the south east coast, which I have received 
from Mr. Wellesley, it appears that the Spanish army of Murcia had 
retired early in August to its position at Lorca, one of the divisions having 
received a check on its retreat. Gen. Roche reports, on the 14th Aug., 
that the French had in front of this army only 14,000 men ; and if this 
report be true, it is probable that Soult has returned to Cordova with a 
part of his force, which is generally reported throughout the country. 

P.S. Since closing this dispatch 1 have received a letter from Gen. 
Silveira of the 1st inst. ; from which 1 Icam that Gen. Abadia had retired 
in the best order from La Baneza and Puente de Orvigo, and that he was 
preparing to resume his position in front of Astorga, in consequence of 
the retreat of the enemy. 

1 enclose the morning state of the Ist inst. 

Tu the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Guinaldo, 4th Sept. 1811. 

1 enclose my dispatch of this day. Since writing it I have received 
a letter from Silveira, of the 1st, which affords ground for belief that 
Abadia managed his matters remarkably well ; and that, instead of having 
retired to Coruna, he was about to advance again to occupy his ground at 
Astorga. I don’t, give any credit to the account of Mina’s affair. I must 
have heard of it if there had been any foundation for the report. 

I believe 1 can send you 3000 or 4000 stands of arms, but no accoutre- 
ments. » 

having determined to quit the French sefvice without any 
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engagement being entered into with him, there does not appear any occa- 
sion for making such an engagement at present 

I will apply to the Sec. of State regarding him after I shall have 
inquired from some of our officers whether he really did behave well to 
them when they were taken at Talavera, as I am sorry to say, tliat I have 
heard from some of them, that the Irish officers in the French service 
behaved particularly ill to them. 

I have not often seen so absurd a paper as — — ’s. It would do 

very well for the Encyclopaedia ; but there is not one word in tlie whole 
paper applicable to the present situation of Valencia. 

To Brigade Major May, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 5th Sepr. 1811. 

1 am very much obliged to you for your letter of the ‘Jd, which 1 have 
just received. Every thing appears to me to be in a very satisfactory 
state ; and I only wish that matters were also so satisfactory in other 
quarters as to give me hopes that I should be able to derive all the ad- 
vantage from your arrangements which they are cah'iilated to afford. 

P.S. I had thoughts of attaching to each troop of horse artillery one 
of the iron 5^ inch howitzers, instead of the small brass howitzer they 
have now. Let me have your opinion whether the carriages, &c., of thcbc 
iron howitzers are so complete as that this arrangement would answer. 
We could contrive to give them another ammunition car to carry spherical 
cose for this howitzer. 


A>Q* io JR, H, Kennedy f E»q,^ Commmary GeneraL 5th 8rpt 1811. 

I have communicated the contents of the enclosed letter to his Excellency the 
Commander of the Forces, and he is of opinion the cars should be allotted, agret^- 
ably to the arrangement of the Inspector of hospitals, to the several divisions us 
they may arrive, by an officer of your department, and afterwards 'o be sent to the 
Commissaries of each division os appropriated. The Commander of the J'orces 
desires that these officers should then take them in charge, keeping lists of their 
names and places of abode, treating the drivers well, and giving fair notice to 
them that if they desert the Commander of the Forces will never cease to ha\ e 
them followed until he calclies them, and that the severest punishments will follow. 
The Surgeons of divisions will make regular requisitions on the Commi.ssuries of 
divisions for the cars as they are wanted. 


T%e A,G, to Lieut, Col. Elky, A.A.G, 5th Sept. 1811. 

I am to acquaint yon, for the iiifurmation of Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart., 
that 4 bullock cars per brigade for the cavalry will be allotted for the traiispoit 
of the sick by the Commissary Gen., in lieu of the spring waggon ; and the Com- 
missaries of the cavalry will receive and take charge of the Scame, granting (hem 
upon the regular requisitions made for them by the Surgeons of the cavalry. 


The A.G. to Dr, Franck^ Inspector of hospiiale. 5th Se]jt. 1811. 

1 herewith enclose a copy of a letter I have written to the Coinmissoiy Gcii. 
on the subject of the distribution of the cars to the several divisions for their sick, 
and you will be pleased to acquaint the respective Staff Surgeons of the mode in 
which they are to apply to receive the same. J shall acquaint the General officers 
of divisions with this arrangement. 

An order has been issued to the several divisions to send 6 camp kettles per 
division to the care of the Assist. Surgeons of the respective divisions, at the hos- 
pital station at Castanheira. 

VOL. V. s 
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TkBA,Q, io iknA.A, Gm, Itf, 3d^ 4/A 5/A «nd Light divunmM. 5thS^it. 18]]. 

1 am to acquaint you, for the information of the officer commanding the — 
division, that a proportion of bullock cars, viz., 10 to each division, will be allotted 

the Commissary Gen., and sent to the Commissaries of each division, in lieu of 
the spring waggon, for the transport of the sick. The Staff Surgeons of divisions 
will apply to tlie Commissaries for what they require. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fuente Guinaldo, 6th Sept. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the Slat Aug., and I 
am much concerned to find there is any difficulty upon a subject on which, 
of all otliers, it appears to me that there ought to be none. 

The establishment of post mules on the roads for the conveyance of 
letters is one of the ordinary establishments of the country, of which the 
government have at all times borne the expense, and the question is, 
whether the government or the military chest are to defray this expense 
in future. It is very possible that 1 may be mistaken in my notion that 
profit is derived from the establishment of the posts in Portugal, and that, 
owing to the usual mismanagement, what is profit elsewhere becomes loss in 
this country; but that is no reason why the military chest of the British 
army should defray the expense of the Portuguese posts ; ncithei can any 
ground be found for such an extraordinary conclusion in Senhor Sodre’s 
correspondence with the Sec. of the Post Office. 

When the army pursued the enemy to the frontiers of Castille, there 
were no means on the roads of communicating by letter with Lisbon, and 
Senhor Sodrd wrote to Senhor J. S. Gomez, to urge that measures might be 
taken to have post horses placed at the stations at which they had formerly 
been ; for which horses Senhor Sodre wah authoribcd to say that the Com- 
missary Gen. of the British army would provide forage, and also rations 
for the postillions, as the only mode by which either could be provided 
with subsistence in those days. 

An advance was made by the Portuguese government to the post masters 
of 6 eo9itos of rein, to enable them to purchase and place mules upon the 
roads, in order to provide the means of communication. 1 believe it will 
be admitted that it was the interest and the duty of the Portuguese 
government to provide these means without loss of time ; and they ac- 
cordingly made this advance, which the post masterb were to repay out of 
the sums due to them, of 400 reis each mule per diem^ for keeping the 
mules. 

It now appears that not only the government refuse to pay the expense 
of the rations given to the men and animals placed on the roads, by which 
alone they were kept alive, but that a claim is stated against the military 
chest for the advance of 6 contos of rots for purchasing them, in order to keep 
up the communication, for which it is the peculiar duty of the civil 
government, in every civilised country, to provide. And this claim is 
made at the same time that it had been settled tliat the post masters were 
to repay these very advances ! 

I am willing to pay from the military chest the usual price of 200 rds 
a league for every post horse or mule used for the service of the British 
army on the ordinary lines of communication of the country ; and, besides, 
to pay half a dollar a day for each horse or mulq kept at the post stages 
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on the lines of communication established purposely for the service of the 
army ; but the government must pay the expense of all the rations which 
have been^delivered to the postillions and post mules, or of the 400 rets 
per diem which have been given for each mule kept on all the ordinary 
lines of communication of the country, of which 1 shall send you the 
account. 

I beg to have an answer to this proposition by return of post, and that 
you will inform the government if they don’t acquiesce in this propo- 
sition, I request they will provide posts for the Portuguese army, and for 
the civil correspondence in all parts of the country, as well on Uie direct 
as on the cross lines of communication ; for if any proposition so unreason- 
able should be insisted upon, as that the military chest of the British army 
is to defray the expense of all the Portuguese posts between the I'agus 
and the Douro, 1 give notice that 1 will not allow any Portuguese corre- 
spondence of any description, whether civil or military, to be carried on 
by those posts of which 1 shall defray the expense. 

1 beg that you will lay this letter before the Portuguese government. 

To Vice Adm. die Hon. G. Berkeley. ' Fuente Guinaldo, 7th Sejit. IRl 1. 

This lett T will be delivered to you by Gen. Carrera, of the Spanish 
service, who is anxious to proceed immediately to Cadiz ; and 1 shall be 
much obliged to you if you will forward his wishes, by providing him 
witli a passage in a man of war, whenever an opportpuity may offer. 

To Lieut. Col. — — , — regt. Fuente Giiinaldo, 7tli Sept. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 0th inst., in which 
you have desired that I should give you leave of absence for 2 months to 
go to England, ‘where business deeply involving your future prospects 
requires your presence,* As 1 have been under the necessity of declining 
to comply with all the requests of this description which have been made 
to me lately, 1 cannot comply with yours ; and 1 observe that you must 
have been prepared for this answer, by the answer which I learn from 
Major Gen. Campbell that he had sent to the letter which you had written 
to him upon the same subject. 

As you have stated to me in a former letter the nature of your business 
in England, and as it apjiears not only that it can, but that if you were in 
England you would be under the necessity of transacting it in writing, 
and therefore that it can be transacted with equal advantage from this 
country, I feel the less concern at being obliged to refuse to comply witli 
your request for leave of absence. 

To Lieut. Col. TorreoB, Military Secretiiry. Fuente Guiualdn, 7tli Sept. 1811. 

So much time elapses before soldiers who have been in hospital in this 
country recover sufficiently to be able to undertake a march to join .their 
regiments; and being under the necessity of making them invariably 
march under the command of an officer, to keep them in order, whereby 
the march of even those who are sufficiently recovered is necessarily 
frequently delayed till the party becomes so large that an officer can 
be afforded to take charge of it : this has occasioned very large depdts 

s 2 
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of convalescent and recovered men and officers at all our hospital stations, 
but particularly at Lisbon. 

It is impossible to allow the command and charge of these depdts to 
fall into the hands of any Captain of the army who may happen to be the 
senior of the convalescent officers, or the senior of tliose who may have 
been sent to the hospital station in charge of sick ; as the charge, at all 
times one of importance, is sometimes of great magnitude, as, for instance, 
there are now at Lisbon not less than 8000 sick and convalescent soldiers. 

Under these circumstances, not being able to spare Field officers for 
the duty, 1 have been obliged to select a Captain to place at the head of 
each of these depdts, who is generally the best in his regiment, and neces- 
sarily one of long standing. Of course this is an inconvenience to the 
regiments, and a detriment to the service ; and it occurs to me that there 
might be found in England Field officers who would be glad to undertake 
this charge, who would have sufficient intelligence to conduct it well, but 
who are unequal to the more active and arduous duties of the field. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will mention the subject to 
His Royal Highness ; and if he should consent to the plan proposed, if you 
will endeavor to find 4 intelligent Field officers, to be sent out here, to 
be at the head of our principal depots of convalescents. 

I allow the Captains when employed on this duly 9s» 6d. a day. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. ^ Fuciite Guinuldo, 7l}i Sept. IRII. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Marshal Sir W. Beres- 
ford, containing the copy of one which he had received from the Conde 
de Aguiar, acquainting him tliat the Prince Regent of Portugal had been 
pleiised to confer upon him the title of Conde deTrancoso, and the Grand 
Cross of the orde" of the Tower and Sword. 

I beg your J.iordship to lay tliese letters before H. R. H. the Prince 
Regent, and to recjiiest the permission of His Royal Highness for Sir W. 
Beresford to accept the honors conferred upon him by II. R. H. the Prince 
Regent of Portugal. 

The y/.f7. to Co/, Darroch, A.j 4,G., Lisbon. 7tli Sept. 1811. 

I uni directed to desire that no time should be lost in arranging such books and 

{ lapers belonging to the department us have been sent to Lisbon, and which ma} 
lereafter be transmitted from head quarters ns they accumulate here. To carry 
this intention into eiiect, you will be pleased immediately to deliver to a good 
bookbinder in Lisbon, 1 st ; The letter books of this office as you may have received 
them, or as they may be sent, commencing the Ist May, 1809 ; these books to be 
bound anew, as neatly ns possible, with their indexes attached, making each volume 
to contain the letters of 6 months.* 2dly ; All the return books, in which monthly 

• On the return of the army from the Peninsula, in 1814, the boxes containinf^ the pa^iers 
of the Adj. Geu.*s dcjiartmcnt were sent to the Adj. Gen.'s office. Horse Guards. There 
being no room there, these boxes were sent to the stores in Tooley Street, and subsequently 
removed to the Tower, where they weie ])laced ii^ store above the Armory wliich was de- 
stroyed by the fire on the 30th Oct. 1841. The letter books, however, had been taken out 
of these boxes in 1822, from the store in Tooley Street, by Lord Downes, the Stoiekeejier 
General, by order ot the Duke of Wellington, then Master General of the Oidnaiice, for 
the purpose of making some reference to them, and, fortunately, they were nut returned. 
Tliey were discovered at the Ordnance Office in Pall Mall, in 1844, and a selection bus 
been made from those letters relating to detail, discipline, &c., for the purpose of being 
inserted in this work. ' 
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returns and weekly states are entered, to be bound in like manner, numbered, 
and the periods marked on the back of the volume. Sdly ; All letters or other 
papers sent to Lisbon to be classed, and put into portfolios under their proper 
heads, and carefully assorted : nothing that can ever ne called for, or that can be 
of use, to be destroyed. 

I hope to get the G. O. of this army in a short period into a proper state ; and 1 
am desirous that the utmost exertion should be used to carry these instructions 
into effect I shall direct all the letter books and return books, &c., to be for- 
warded to you forthwith ; and if you can procure some good clerks or persons to 
assist in completing this service, you will be allowed to cliar^c for them in your 
coiitingent account. You will not fail to acknowledge the receipt of this, and the 
measures adopted in consequence, and the progress you make. I understand 
Lieut. Crompton has much knowledge of this sort of business, and I should esteem 
it as a particular favor from him if he would assist in the arrangement 

J%e A.G. to Dr, Franckf Inapector ofhoapital§, 8th Sejit. 181 1. 

In answer to your letter of yesterday's date, relative to an issue of money being 
made to the medical gentlemen at the hospital at Castanheira, for the purpose of 
procuring vegetables, &c., for the sick, 1 have to remark on the extreme incon- 
venience and confusion in the men’s accounts that such a proceeding gives rise to ; 
as also to express the Commander of the Forces' desire, tliat no divisional hospital 
should exist under any general arrangement from this department : if such ate 
ever formed, it must be solely lUiinaged by the Commanding officer (»f the division. 
His Excellency therefore desires that the hospital at Castanheira should be esta- 
blished as a general hospital from the 12th inst., and taken under general hospital 
regulations ; and I have received the Commander of the Forces' directions to 
apprise you that he will not allow me to take cognizance of any hospitals that are 
not on the general establishment. You will be so good as to acquaint mo if it is 
necessary to send a commandant to Castanheira. 1 shall delay doing so, until 1 
hear a further report upon the state of the malady at that place, which 1 conclude 
will determine you in retaining the hospital there, or removing it elsewhere. 

Tha A,0, to R, H. Kennedy, Eeq,, Commiuary General. 8th Sept. 1811. 

Ill consequence of a rejiresentation from Dr. Franck relative to the lamentable 
state of the inhabitants of CasUxiiheira, not only from having a bad fever amongst 
them, but also from a want of the actual necessaries of life, 1 have the directions of 
the Commander of the Forces to desire you will send instructions to the officer of 
your department at the above place to issue such quantities of meat and wine, for 
the use of the inhabitants, as the medical gentleman at that station may point out as 
necessary. 

The A.G. to Capt. Brown, Belem, 9tfa Sept. 1811. 

Your letter of the 5th inst. and enclosure has been submitted to the Commander 
of the Forces, and 1 have to communicate the following additional instructions 
relative to fonning the depdt at Oeiras : 

1st ; 'I'he order of the army is, that when 30 men of any regiment or brigade 
are sent to the hospital, an officer of the brigade shall be sent with them, who shall 
be responsible for the men’s accounts, &c. ; and that a Captain shall be sent wlien 
100 men go to hospital. One officer to be sent back to the army in charge of40 
men ; and all convalescent officers to join the depdt, so that a sufficient number of 
officers would always remain with the dep6t. 

2dly ; By another order of the army, money was to be drawn for the use of the 
soldiers at the convalescent depdts only in proportion to their wants. I'he officers 
drawing the money were to be responsible for the sums they drew to the Pay- 
masters of the several regiments to which the men belonged for whom the money 
should be drawn. 

3dly ; It is proposed to have 2 depdts for receiving soldiers from the hospitals 
at Lisbon, viz., one at Belem, and another at Oeiras ; and it is proposed that both 
should be under the superintendence of the officer commanding at Belem, in order 
that he may regulate what there should be at each, and wlmt men and at what 
periods they should go off from each to the army. 
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4tb1v; It appears to the Commander of the Forces that the mode in which the 
men should be selected for Oeiras should be as follows, via. : Men who should 
have recovered their strength at Belem so far as that they should he able to walk 
about, and would be likely by their disorderly conduct to become ill again, should 
be sent to Oeiras ; men who upon coming out of hospital should be already in 
such a state of health, as that the same apprehension might be entertained respect- 
ing them, should be &>ent to Oeiras. 

.5thly ; According to this mode of selection, if the weather on one day should 
not 1)0 such as to allow of the landing at Pai;o d’ Arcc'S, it will probably on another ; 
and it will be indifleient on which day the men shall go to Oeiras. When ordered 
from Oeiras to the army, if the weather should not permit of their embarking at 
Pa<;o d'Arcos, they can march direct from Oeiras upon Lumiar without passing 
through Lisbon. 

Gthly ; There must be a Commanding officer and Staff ut Oeiras ; and those pro* 
])oscd for this duty are approved of. 

7tli]y; It does not appear necessary that the officer in charge of the men at 
OeiiMs should have an account with the Paymaster Gen. 

Bthly ; If the men in the dep6t at Oeiras should first have passed through the 
depot at Belem, the officer belonging to the brigade or division, who will have 
neeii in charge of them, will have betn accuiintable for the sums drawn on their 
account ; and when he will hand them over to the officer of the brigade or division, 
who is to take charge of them at Oeiras, it will be with a return of necessaries ; 
and the officer who will receive charge of them at Oeiras will begin a new account 
with each man of « aeh regiment, oti his own account, in the same manner as he 
will for each man going direct to Oeiras from the hospital, instead of passing 
through Belem dep6t. 

{Hilly ; However, as the dep6t at Oeiras is to be under the direction of the 
Commandant at Belem, it will be better that all the parts of which it is composed 
should be parts also of the dejiot at Belem ; and that the senior officer of each 
regiment, brigade, or division, whether residing at Belem or Oeiras, should draw 
the money from the Pa} master Gen. for the men of the brigade, regiment, or 
division, and he accountable for it ; and that those in command of the detachment 
of tlie regiment, brigade, or diiisioii, at which he will not be resident, should be 
rcsponHiblo to, and act under his orders in every respect. 

I return the enclosure in your letter of the .5lh ; in it is marked what cannot be 
allowed. Yon will cominiini cate these instructions to the Commandant at Lisbon, 
and report to me, for his Excellency’s information, w^hat further occurs on tins 
head of service. 


To Majoi Gon. Alex. Campbell. Fneiite Guiualdo, 10th Sept. 1811. 

1 enclose a sealed paper, which contains a letter of the 8th inst., which 
I received last night, from Lieut. Col. , of the — regt. 

I beg that you will return this paper to Lieut. Col. , and inform 

liiin, that although the Regulations allowed of his applying to me direct 
for leave of absence, on an occasion on which his immediate superior had 
declined to forward his application, it is inconsistent with the spirit, as 
well as a breach of the letter of the Regulations, that he should forward com- 
plaints of his immediate superior, on various subjects, under pretpnee of con- 
tinuing a correspondence on the subject of his request for leave of absence. 

1 hope that the feelings which Lieut. Col. expresses upon the cen- 

sure which he has received will induce him to avoid that conduct in future 
which may expose him to it. The object of His Majesty’s Regulations, on 
the mode to be observed by officers in forwarding their applications, and 
stating their complaints, is not less to support the discipline and preserve 
the subordination of the army than it is to bring to the knowledge of the 
Commander in Chief the truth, by which knowledge alone he can do 
justice to all parties. ' 
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To t}ie Rt Hon. H. Wellesley. Fbente Guinoldcs 1 1th Se|it. 181 1. 

1 have received your letter of the 30th, and 1 now enclose my dispatch 
of this day. I have no news which that dispatch does not contain, ex- 
cepting a report that Suchet is collecting his troops at Qaragofa. 

Is it true that Monserrat is taken ? 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fiicnte Guinaldo^ lltb Sept. 1611. 

1 have received your letter, enclosing one from Lord Wellesley of the 
24th Aug., relative to the omission of Dom M. Forjaz to make known to 
the Prince Regent of Portugal the names of the officers who had distin- 
guished themselves in the service in this country ; to which 1 have to 
reply, that Dom M. Forjaz receives from me every week a dispatch, con- 
taining an account of the operations of tlie army during the preceding 
8 days, in which dispatch the names of those officers of both services who 
have distinguished themselves are mentioned. These dispatches are in- 
tended for the information of the Governors of the Kingdom ; and I con- 
clude that tliey communicate their contents, or possibly transmit the 
originals, or copies, to H. R. 11. the Prince Regent in Brazil. 

Dom M. Forjaz has no authority from me to recommend any officer, 
nor any means of acquiring information regarding the services of any 
officer, excepting from these weekly dispatches. 

As the contents of these dispatch* s, particularly those parts of them 
relating to the services and merits of different officers, are published in 
the Lisbon Gazette^ I should think that it might have been discovered 
that the names of the offiwjrs, British and Portuguese, who had distin- 
guished themselves tliroughout the war, were already known to His Royal 
Highness, and that, without any great effort, Dom M. Forjaz might have 
been screened from the imputation of neglect and disobedience upon 
this occasion. But I am concerned to have again to remark that, in 
addition to all the other difficulties which prey upon me in this country, 
the support of the British government is not given to that officer of 
H. R. H. the Prince Regent’s government in Portugal, who was selected 
by His Royal Highness, and upon experience has been found to be the 
most fit of all His Highness’ servants to carry on the arduous concerns 
with which he is charged. 

I say ‘ found upon experience,’ because I don’t hesitate to acknowledge 
that I entertained against Dom M. Forjaz prejudices of the same descrip- 
tion as appear to be entertained against liim in Brazil ; but 1 altered my 
opinion of him upon experience of his abilities, his zeal, and his integrity ; 
and 1 think I have reason to complain that this officer, who is thus pre- 
ferred by me, after a prejudice against him, and upon trial, has not 
received the support of His Majesty’s government in Brazil, and that he 
is consequently at this moment on the point of being driven from bis 
office in disgrace, and all the details of the military department to be 
placed in the hands of a person certainly less capable, but probably 
entirely incapable, of conducting them, and this in the middle of a 
campaign. 

I had recommended to Dom M. Forjaz to resign his office, and liad 
determined to make no effort to induce the Prince Regent to retain him 
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in his service ; because His Royal Highness, in his letter to me of the 
7th Feb. last, expressed hie displeasure with him in such strong terms, 
that it appeared to me to be useless, and likely only to be injurious to 
Dom M. Forjaz, to endeavor to protect him against the powerful party in 
Brazil, who appeared determined to remove him from his office, and, if 
possible, to destroy him. The accusations against him also are so incon- 
sistent with each other, and so contemptible, that it is obvious they are 
only the eiTcct of malice and of the spirit of party, which could have been 
contended against successfully on the spot alone. 

Dom M. Forjaz is at one time accused of being a partisan of the French. 
He is then accused of disobeying the Prince’s orders, of opposing himself 
to his Prince, and of founding his opposition on the support he received 
from His Majesty’s servant in this country, and of boasting of this sup- 
port, forgetting that Dom M. Forjaz, who is the Secretary of the Local 
government in Portugal, will neither obey nor disobey any orders but 
those of the Local government. He is then accused of an intrigue with 
forgetting that I have something else to do and to think of besides 
the petty intrigues of Lisbon; that, excepting the Patriarch, I never 
spoke to any member of the Portuguese government ; that I don’t know 
even by sight the majority of them ; and that it is quite impossible that I 
can feel any interest in their proceedings, excepting os they affect the 
operations of the war ; and lastly, to crown all, Dom M. Forjaz is ac- 
cused of disobeying the Prince’s repeated orders, in omitting to bring 
under His Royal Highness’ view, in order to receive marks of His Royal 
Highness’ favor, the names of his friends, thg English officers, of those 
friends on whose support he relies to keep him in office against the wishes 
of his Prince. But this last crime is, I conclude, committed in his quality 
of French partisan. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Fueiite Guinaldo, 11th Sept. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 24th Aug. Gen. Campbell had 
already consented to stay some time longer. 

When I wrote to you in February hist in regard to Clinton, things were 
in a very different state from what they are now, and the opinions of 
people very different. 

I object to the mode which our officers have of adopting an opinion 
upon a subject before they can entirely understand it; and each then 
, acting as if it were necessary that he should produce by his conduct an 
‘alteration of measures in an army, as he would in the House of Commons. 
Every man has a right to form his own opinion, and to retain it if he 
thinks fit; but I expect, what I don’t always find, viz., that when he 
comes to the army, he shall act according to my opinion, 1 being alone 
responsible for every thing. However, matters are so altered, and it is 
so little likely that there can be any diffidence of opinion about what is 
going on, or what may go on, that not only I have no objection, but I 
shall be glad to Have the assistance of Gen. H. Clinton. As for former 
subjects of diffierence of opinion, they are gone by, and are not worth 
considering; neither would I ever think of then^ under existing cir- 
cumstances. • ' 
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Tu the Earl of Liverpool. Fueiite Guinaldo^ 1 1th Sept 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 21 at Aug., regarding the intention to 
request the Prince Regent of Portugal to return to this country ; and I 
can only assure your Lordship that the government shall be made ac- 
quainted with the opinion which 1 have been able to form upon that sub- 
ject, as His Royal Highness’ return will affect tlie situation of affairs 
here and in Brazil. 

It is my opinion that a change of government in Portugal is become 
absolutely necessary. The Prince Regent’s servants have in fact no 
influence over the proceedings of the Local government ; and it appears 
to me that approbation is claimed from Brazil, in proportion as all 
the measures 'proposed by the Prince Regent’s servants are opposed. 
None of the reforms proposed in the civil departments of the army are 
yet carried into execution ; the Local government have positively refused 
to adopt some of them, and they have done every thing in Uieir power to 
defeat the effect of others, by the mode in which they have proposed to 
carry them into execution ; and they would not have discussed even one of 
the plans proposed, if 1 had not positively refused to allow a shilling of 
the additional subsidy to be paid till they were adopted. 

It is a matter of astonishment that such a spirit should exist among 
people who absolutely depend for their existence upon tlie continuance 
of His Royal Highness’ protection of their country, but so it is. The 
truth is, that they have been ashamed of the degree of influence and 
power which they had been induced to give to British officers in their 
army. The contrast of the conduct of the Spaniards is perpetually occur- 
ring to them ; the Spaniards reproach them that they have no country, 
and that there are no I^ortuguese ; and the object of the Local govern- 
ment appears to be to diminish the reputation and the influence of the 
British officers as much as they can, after they have given them the com- 
mand of their armies, and to raise that of Silveira, and of others of this 
description ; and with this view they oppose every measure proposed by 
us, and I suspect have gone even farther, and have employed more than 
the due proportion of the ^resources of the government to support the 
little desultory operations of these officers, in preference to those of the 
army. 1 believe there was never a more flagrant instance of the perver- 
sity of the human mind ! ! I believe that if had cordially sup- 

ported the measures of the King’s servants here, that the government 
would have been changed long ago ; as matters are, however, there is no 
chance of a change of government, or of an alteration of its conduct for 
the better. 

Without more knowledge than I have of the cliaracter of the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, it is difficult for me to determine what effect would 
be produced by his coming to assume the government. The endeavors 
to raise the national character would probably be redoubled, to which, 
however, 1 Iiave no objection whatever, if the measures for improving, 
and for the better application of the resources of the country recom- 
mended by me, are carried into execution ; and as 1 believe fear is the 
predominant feature in the character of the Prince of Brazil, 1 think that 
a sense of the danger which would result from a neglect of the measures 
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proposed would secure his support of them ; but it would be necessary to 
have about him a British minister, who, at the same time that he should 
conciliate His Royal Highness’ confidence, would act cordially with the 
officers in command of the army. 

It might be necessary to insist with His Royal Highness that all the 
engagements entered into with Beresford when he took the command of 
the army, regarding the promotions of the army, punishments, &c. &c., 
should be strictly performed, otherwise the Fidalgos would soon annihi- 
late all discipline, and ruin the army. 

The presence of His Royal Highness in Portugal would have many 
good effects in respect to the contest, if it should produce no very bad 
effect in respect to the authority which we now have over the operations 
of the army. 

Ist; it would give fresh spirit to the exertions of all the Portuguese, 
many of whom lof)k very anxiously to the future state of their country, 
even if it slimild get through the existing crisis. 2dly ; it would have 
some effect of the same description throughout the Peninsula, as well on 
the Spaniards as the French. It would show both that Great Britain was 
not only determined to persevere, but considered success to be certain, if 
the Portuguese should continue their exertions in union with us. 

I am not so certain of the effect that will be produced by this change 
in Brazil, and indeed I don’t understand the subject so well ; but it is 
my opinion, that the British government ought to consider even this 
branch of the subject as it will affect the interests of Great Britain 
through Portugal, and not as one affecting the mercantile interests of His 
Majesty’s subjects. 

Brazil will be reduced from the situation of an independent country to 
that of a colony, which the inhabitants of Brazil may not much like ; and, 
considering all that is going on around them, some of them (unless they 
are well managed, as we may be certain they will not be) may be induced 
to oppose ; but even in this extreme case of the loss of Brazil, I should 
think it the interest of Portugal, and of course of Great Britain, that the 
Sovereign should reside in Portugal. 

I am not entirely convinced that Portugal can do without Brazil; but 
it is not impossible, in my opinion, to conciliate the interests of Brazil, 
and of Portugal, the Sovereign residing in the latter kingdom. It cannot 
be done, in my opinion, by bringing back Brazil to the state of restraint 
of a colony in point of trade ; and if the trade is left as it is, the mercan- 
tile interests of Brazil, and of His Majesty’s subjects, will not be injured 
by the removal of the government to Portugal ; but in this case it would 
probably be necessary to arrange that a proportion of the duties on im- 
ports and exports paid in Brazil, should be transferred to the treasury of 
Portugal. 

If this object should be effected, the political and financial interests of 
Portugal will ^e conciliated with the mercantile interests of the colony 
and of the British merchants. It is impossible for me to say whether it 
can be effected or not; I only state what is desirable, and what must be 
effected at some time or other, if the result of thc\ contest should be suc- 
cessful, and we should be able to maintain the indoflendence of Portugal 
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against the enemy ; neither is it possible for me to judge whether the 
inhabitants of Brazil would be content to return to the situation of a 
colony, their trade being left independent, paying to the mother country 
a part of the duties levied upon it. 

To the Kdrl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo^ 11th Sept 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 21 st and 23d Aug., regarding specie 
for this country. 

Since I wrote to you on the Ist Aug. we have received more money 
than usual from Cadiz, and we have got some at Oporto, which, with the 
sum which arrived very opportunely from England, relieved our dis- 
tresses. You may depend upon it that there is no scheme for raising a 
shilling which can be suggested which is not considered ; and, when it 
comes to be closely examined, it generally turns out that it would not 
answer any purpose, except to interrupt for a time the success of the 
existing mode of raising money. 

The only thing that has ever occurred to me that it might be practicable 
to try, and which might produce the effect of bringing some money into 
the chest, which would not come into it otherwise, is to lodge in the hands 
of the Commissary Gen. a certain sum, £100,000 for instance, in exche- 
([uer bills, and to enable him to issue them when he should think proper, 
with the consent of the Commander in Chief, and to pay and charge the 
interest of them in his accounts when issued. 

We might possibly, at some periods, get some money in this maimer, 
and wc might save the issue of some specie in tlie payment of our debts, 
by paying them in exchequer bills. 

In the discussions for the formation of a military chest for the Portu- 
guese army, to which Sydenham was a party, it was pretended that some 
difficulty was experienced in the arrangement, because 1 would not engage 
to pay a specified sum every month from the military chest to the King’s 
minister, to enable him to pay the subsidy ; but this was nonsense. I 
proved that the payment of the subsidy was in advance ; and, in point of 
fact, when all accounts shall be settled, I have no doubt that it will be 
found that we are in advance, on account of the subsidy, not less than 
^400,000 

The difficulty on the subject of specie, as well as that felt on every 
other subject, originates with the government ; and, till a new govern- 
ment is formed, and acts upon better principles, the increase of subsidy, 
even accompanied as it has been by an increase of revenue, will produce 
no effect. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 11th Sept 1811. 

Referring to the assembly of troops on different points on our frontier, 
and to the accounts which 1 receive from the Admiral of general naval 
preparations, I should wish that, till the equinoctial rains have filled the 
Tagus, we should be toleiably strong in fleet, either at Cadiz or Lisbon. 

1 think we have nothing to apprehend on shore, and nothing on shore 
and afloat, if the Tagus should be in a state to afford us a barrier ; but, 
being fordable every where just now, and tliere being a chance of an 
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attack by land and by sea at the same time, I think it proper to mention 
that we ought to have some maritime strength, particularly if the govern- 
ment give any credit to the reports of the great maritime preparations by 
the enemy which are in circulation. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuetite Guiiialdo^ llth Sept. 1ft II. 

I have received lately from the Duke of York several orders to send 
regiments home, &c. &c. ; upon which I should wish to be informed what 
is the practice of the service. 

If His Royal Highness directs me to draft 2 battalions into one, there 
is no material diminution of force here, and I understand that the arrange- 
ment is to be carried into execution; but he has lately desired me to send 
home the 85th regt., which I intended to do as soon as it should he 
relieved, or immediately, if there had been no prospect of an early opera- 
tion ; and by the last post the 29th and 91th regts., the whole of which 
would make a diminution of about GOO R. and F. of infantry, which be- 
comes a little important. 

I don’t know whether I am right or wrong, hut I consider your Lord- 
ship responsible for the force I have here ; and although I should he sorry 
to be the cause of any unpleasant explanation on a subject of this kind, 
1 think it right to inform you that I have received these orders, and that 
1 consider that I must obey them ; but if it should be possible, it is desir- 
able that you should come to an understanding with His Royal Highness 
regarding the recall of troops from this country. 

I have written to him this day, to tell him that I had detained the 85th, 
and should detain the 29th and 91th till relieved, in consequence of the 
sickly state of some of the regiments, and the prospect of an early opera- 
tion, unless I should receive his orders to send them home immediately 
at all events. 

To the Earl of Liveqxwl. Fiieiite Guiiialdo, llth Sept. 181 1. 

The plan of operations of the enemy’s armies, or the period of its exe- 
cution, appears to have been altered since the 1 st inst., as the Guards have 
not been collected at Salamanca, at least as far as I have heard ; and 
Marshal Marmont has undoubtedly removed his head quarters back again 
to Plasencia, and Foy’s division of infantry of the ‘ Arm^e cfe PoTtugal^ 
which he announced in his letter in cypher to Girard, of the 20th Aug., 
was to cross the Tagus at Almaraz, still remains in Lower Estremadura. 
The enemy, however, are actively employed in raising contributions in 
Castille and Estremadura ; and a detachment of the Guards and of the 
Lanciers de Berg, which arrived at Salamanca on the Ist inst., drove Don 
Julian’s troops from Ledesma on the 4th, and have since obliged them to 
retire across the Yeltes. They have, however, themselves again retired 

towards tlie Tormes. ^ 

Either these operations or increased vigilance of the police at Sala- 
manca have prevented my receiving any intelligence from my corre- 
spondents in that town since the 3d inst., and I am therefore not fully 
informed of all that has passed lately, and is passing, on the Tormes and 
the Duero. I am very apprehensive that their silence may be attributed 
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to the latter cause, and even that some of them may have suffered for their 
Attachment to us, as the intelligence which they sent to Gen. Silveira 
having been constantly published in the Portuguese, and afterwards copied 
into the English newspapers, must have attracted the notice of the enemy ; 
and it is more than probable that if any great operation is in contempla- 
tion, particular orders have been sent to increase the vigilance of the 
police, and to put an end to all intercourse which I may have had with th^ 
interior of Spain. 

The enemy appear not only to have altered the plan of operations which 
tliey had formed for the army of the north, and for the ‘ Armie de Por~ 
tugaly for the first days of this month, but also the general plan for the 
campaign of the year. Soult certainly marched to attack the Spanish 
army of Murcia, and his intention was to endeavor to obtain possession of 
Carlhagena. lie left in the blockade of Cadiz 2 divisions of the 1st corps, 
and in Seville and about Zafro, in Estremadura, the 5th corps, lie hud 
some success, as reported in my last dispatch, against one division of the 
army of Murcia, on the 9th Aug., and the army of Murcia took a position 
near Lorca. It is generally reported that there had been another action 
on the 14th Aug., in which the French suffered considerable loss; but 
Mr. Wellesley has transmitted to me a letter from Gen. Roche, from 
Alicante, of the ISth, in which be does not mention that event, and 1 
therefore give no credit to this report. Rut it appears that Soult, instead 
of following his success against the army of Murcia, has returned to 
the westward ; and I have a report that a detachment had arrived on the 
2d inst. at Llerena, in Estremadura, and that he was about to assemble a 
force there. It is so difficult to obtain intelligence in the south of Spain, 
that I caii^t be certain of the truth of this report. Mr. Wellesley has 
transmitted me another, received from Gen. Campbell, of the 26th Aug., 
which the latter had received from Gen. Beguines, that the enemy had 
moved upon Malaga. 

These 2 reports are not entirely inconsistent with each other. It was 
probable that the intelligence of our movements upon Ciudad Rodrigo 
would induce the enemy to turn all their attention to tliis side of tlio 
Peninsula; and that the desire that Girard should occu2)y the position of 
Truxillo, wliich it is very necessary for the enemy to secure, would 
occasion the march of additional troops to occupy the country about 
Zafra ; and this would impede the execution of all the great plans in the 
south east part of the Peninsula, at the same time that Soult would still be 
sufficiently strong to carry on his operations in the Campo de Gibraltar. 

If die alteration of the plan, or of the period of execution by the armies 
immediately in my front, is connected with a plan for a general move- 
ment of all the armies towards the frontiers of Portugal, the movement 
stated would be made upon Llerena ; but probably as large a force would 
be assembled at that place as could be drawn from the southern provinces 
of Spain ; in which case the movement upon Malaga could not be made. 

This is the plan, the execution of which would probably be attempted, 
if the Emperor were to come to the Peninsula; but since the receipt of 
the intercepted letters, adverted to in my dispatch of the 28th Aug., and 
which were dated in the end of June, I have had no reason to believe he 



m 


SPAIN. 


was coming; and as Bossies and other officers have been called to 
France suddenly in the end of July, and from intelligence lately received 
from Bordeaux, I am inclined to believe he is not coming ; and I don’t 
think the execution of this plan would be intrusted to any of his officers 
now in Spain. 

The French retired from Ayamonte on the night of the 24lh, and a 
jjietachment proceeded to make an attack upon the castle of Paymogo, in 
which a small Spanish garrison had been left by Gen. Ballesteros. The 
enemy were repulsed. 

The detachment of Spanish troops in Estremadura, under Gen. Morillo, 
joined with Col. Downie’s legion, and the cavalry of the 5th army, the 
whole under the Gonde de Penne Villemur, have had some success in 
an attack which they made upon a detachment of Foy’s division, at 
Caceres. They drove the enemy in a very creditable manner from that 
town, and took some prisoners. 

P.S. Since I wrote this dispatch, I have received a letter of the Itli 
from Salamanca, which has relieved me from the anxiety which I felt 
respecting my correspondents in that place. It appears that the enemy 
have not collected on the Tormes the troops which they had intended to 
collect early in the month. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 1 1 th Sept. 1 SI 1 . 

I enclose the weekly state of the Ist, and the morning report of the 
8th inst. 

I am sorry to say that our young soldiers are sickly ; but the disorders 
are not very violent ; and I hope that at the end of this month they will 
be less prevalent. It is melancholy, however, to see the effect which the 
Walcheren fever has had upon the constitutions of both officers and soldiers. 

To Gon. Bacellor. Fuente Guinaldo, 12th Sepl. 1811. 

Major Gen. Don Carlos de Espana has informed me, that, upon the 
recent movements of the enemy between the Tormes and the Yeltes, he 
had been under the necessity of sending across the Duero the battalions of 
Spanish recruits which he was forming on the left of that river, and that 
one battalion, consisting of 1300 men, under the command of Lieut. Col. 
Don M. Bendito, had gone over from Fermoselle to Bemposta, and Uiat 
another battalion, consisting of 600 men, under the command of Don F. 
Baxona, had gone over from Saucelle to Freixo de Espadacinta. 1 request 
that these troops may be received with hospitality within the Portuguese 
frontier. 

Don Carlos de Espana has informed me, that he had sent over, from 
Saucelle and Fermoselle, magazines of corn for the support of these troops ; 
but, as they may be under the necessity of remaining in Portugal longer 
than those magazines will provide for th^ir subsistence, I beg that you 
will give directions that the Superintendent de Viveres in the province of 
Tras 08 Montes luay take measures to supply them with provisions, for 
which I will pay from the military chest of the British army, until a 
British Commissary can be sent to supply them. 

I beg that you will inform the Superintendent de Viveres of the pro- 
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Vince of Tras qs Montes, that 1 hold him responsible for a due obedience 
to this order, and that there shall be no ground for complaints on the part 
of the Spanish officers and troops. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fuente Guinaldo, 12th Sept 1811, 

I enclose a list of the Portuguese subjocts in the service of tlio medical 
department, and a list of those also in the commissariat of the British 
army, whom I wish to be exempted from Uie operation of the recruiting 
laws. 

In the list of persons employed by the Commissariat the names of 
several laborers are included. These 1 should have directed to be struck 
out, if 1 had observed any system or justice in the mode of executing any 
of the laws of this description in Portugal. But I know that the magis- 
trates invariably neglect their duty, generally from corrupt motives ; and, 
when called upon to perform it, would lay their hands upon these laborers 
in the service of the commissariat os the persons most easily got at, and 
the commissariat might, at the most important and critical moment for the 
country, be totally without the necessary assistance of this description. 

I don’t write without information when I accuse the magistrates of 
Portugal of performing their duties corruptly. At tliis moment I have 
under consideration a complaint from the people of Lamego, that a requi- 
sition which I had lately made for carts had been complied with entirely 
by forcing the poor to supply their carts, and by totally exempting the ricli 
from supplying theirs. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fuente Giiinaldo, l3th Sept 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 5th inst, contain- 
ing one from . 

Upon perusal of tlie judicial papers enclosed, it does not at all appear 

that Mr. — is the person of whom Madame complains. At 

all events, as she does not choose to prosecute him before a Court Martial, 
it is impossible for me to take any steps on the subject of her complaint. 

If she chooses to order or allow the witnesses to attend to give testi- 
mony, I will bring him to trial before a General Court Martial, and what- 
ever punishment for his conduct the Court may sentence shall be carried 
into effect. But 1 can’t do any thing so unjust or so inconsistent with the 
laws and customs of our country as to adopt any measures to punish or 
censure an officer, who declares that he has not been guilty of the offence 
imputed to him, without a previous trial. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 13th Sept 1611. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th inst., containing 
a complaint of the conduct of 2 soldiers (names not mentioned) belonging 
to the — regt., at Leiria, on the 1st inst. As soon as those soldiers join 
the army they shall be tried for the alleged offence, and whatever sentence 
may be passed upon them shall be carried into execution ; but I request 
you again to represent to the Portuguese minister, that unless the wit- 
nesses attend the trial of the offenders, and give their testimony upon oath, 
vivd voce^ the offenders will not be convicted, and it will not be in my 
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power to punish them. The feelings which induce the people of Portugal 
to refrain from giving evidence against criminals are those of false 
humanity. They prevent the punishment of the robber and the mur- 
derer, who is thus by impunity encouraged to continue his depredations, 
and many innocent people suffer because those who complain will not 
come forward to prosecute. .1 have frequently represented this circum- 
stance, but in vain. I should be glad to have proof that either officer or 
soldier of the British army embargoes carriages and demands money for 
their release. 1 know the latter do so ; but without proof of the fact 1 
can’t punish them. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fupiite Ouiiialdo, I3tli Sept. 1811. 

Since I wrote to you on the 11th, on the return of the Prince of Brazil 
to this country, I have received from Mr. Stuart a letter, of which I en- 
close an extract, which speaks volumes on the subject on which } ou de- 
sired to have my opinion. 

These complaints of ours, referred to by the Conde de Linhares, are of 
want of provisions, and means of transport for the Portuguese trooi)s, and 
of the latter to assist the British troops in defence of the Kingdom of 
Portugal ; and the confidential minister of the Prince of Brazil, upon 
reading these complaints, instead of urging the Local government to 
adopt energetic measures to prevent the existence of ground for these 
complaints, recommends ‘ greater energy in their replies to them,’ and 
that the King’s servants here (that is to say, 1) should be made responsible 
for the failure of the Portuguese departments. 

After obtaining u knowledge of the sentiments of the Conde dc Linhares, 
1 can’t recommend that the Prince of Brazil should be invited back to 
Portugal. Bad as things arc now, they would certainly be worse if he 
were in the country ; and unless the British government take up tlie sub- 
ject, and bring these gentlemen to a proper understanding of the nature 
of their situation and of their duties, we must only jog on as we can, ex- 
posed to all tlic inconveniences and risks, and incurring all the expenses, 
of this contest. If government would follow my advice, however, they 
would make the Prince of Brazil understand, that great as is the interest 
of the British government in maintaining the contest for the preservation 
of his dominions, his own interest is greater; and that if he and his 
ministers, and his servants in this country, did not exert themselves, the 
assistance of the British, both in money and troops, should be withdrawn. 

1 have already fought one battle on this frontier with defective equip- 
ments of all kinds, owing to the neglect of the Portuguese government, 
and 1 am on the eve of another ; but this will not do : there is not another 
officer in the service who would go through what I daily endure to keep 
the machine together, and it can’t last. 

Your Lordship may depend upon it, that^with all our efforts and good 
will we can’t save this countiy, if the sentiment of the Conde de Linhares 
and of the government should become the prevalent sentiment of the 
country, and it should be imagined for a moment that the interest in the 
content is ours, and that the Prince of Brazil and the Portuguese nation 
have hut a minor interest in it, and need make no exertion. This is 
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exactly what 1 have been contending against since I first landed in Portugal, 
and that one sentence which I enclose is sufficient to undo all the good that 
we have done to this moment. 

Whatever measure government may adopt upon this subject, I trust 
that they will not make it known that the intelligence of the existence of 
this dispatch from the Conde de Linhares was received from . 

Tkt A.O. io Copt. — D,A,A.G,y 7d dmaion of cavalry, 13th Sept. 1811. 

1 am Boriy to be under the necessity of remarking the little attention that is 
paid to the returns required from the 2d division of cavalry ; and the enclosed re- 
monstrance from Lieut. Col. Ellej^ as well as the observations made at this office, 
clearly prove that the regiments in the division are neither attentive in making out 
the returns and accounting for their casualties, nor the Staff officers, whose business 
it is to examine and discover the errors previous to their being forwarded, anxious 
to perform their duties in a satisfactory manner, i am unwilling to urge his Ex- 
cellency the Commander of the Forces to resort to any strong measures, so long as 
there is a hope of my obtaining the returns correctly, by pointing out these con- 
tinued negligences ; but as the general returns of the army are not only materially 
delayed, but wholly arrested, by the errors of any one division, I must eurneslly 
emoin you to cause the minutest explanation to be afforded to every Commanding 
officer relative to their returns, and tne strictest investigation must be made by you 
previous to their being transmitted, as it is impossible for me to call any one but 
you to an account fur the mistakes, omissions, and neglects that arise. You will 
not fail, with the least possible delay, to send the returns back corrected to this 
office. 

The A.O, to Major Gtn. Alex, Camphelly Sth division, 13th Sept. 1811. 

I have laid before the Commander of the Forces your application from Col. , 

of the — regt., for the Fay master of that corps to proceed to Lisbon ; and while 
his Excellency accedes to an officer of that corps going to Lisbon for Iht purposes 
specified, 1 am desired to express his extreme surjirise, that a regiment so recently 
arrived with the army shoidd find itself under the necessity of making an appli- 
cation of this nature. 

The A,G, to Capt, Mitchell, Abrantes, 13tli Sept. 1811. 

The enclosed complaints having been submitted to the Commander of the 
Forces, I am to desire you will find out the person alluded to by application to 
the Governor of Abrantes : and if it turns out to be a Ifritish officer, you will 
inquire if the quarter referred to was allotted to him by billet from the niiigistrute 
of the town ; and if not, you will place the officer under an urrcbt for disobedience 
of orders, and send him to the army for trial. 


To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Fuente Gninaldo, I4th Sept. 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 13th, enclosing one of the 12th 

from Lieut. Col. to Major Gen. Bume, and I beg that Lieut. Col. ^ 

may be informed that I cannot give him leave of absence. 

I have not received, through the channel prescribed by His Majesty’s 
Regulations, any statement of the injuries of which Lieut. Col. com- 

plains. Till the Lieut. Colonel will adopt that mode of transmitting his 
statement, it will be impossible for you to know of what be complains, or 
for me to form a fair opinion on his complaints. 

As I returned the letter which Lieut. Col. wrote to me on the 8th 

inst., in a cover, sealed up and directed to Lieut. Col. , 1 conclude 

that it reached him in the state in which it left me, and therefore that you 
could not have seen it. 

VOL. V. T 
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To Major G«n. Alex. Campliell. Fueiite Guinaldo, 14th Sept 1811. 

Wo have no chance with Col. , excepting we proceed regularly, 

and you may depend upon it tltat at last he will be brought to act as he 
ought. He will give me a great deal of trouble, but that is my misfor- 
tune, and 1 should have much more trouble by departing from the regular 
mode pointed out by the Regulations. When he sends his statement of 
injuries to you, you will of course write your observations, your answer, 
and the defence of yourself, on each injury stated, and forward it to me ; 
when that paper shall roach mo 1 shall determine what 1 will do. 

I have sent you a cask of Lamego. 


G. O. Fuonte Guinaldo. Htli Sept. 1811. 

1. Tlie frequent cniiqilainta which tlie CoinTnj.Tider of the Force* receives of the comliiet 
of the officers principally of the Commissariat and Medical departments, both in the mode 
of talcing their cpiarters and in their condtn t towards their landlords when employed at a 
distance from the army, ohlige the Commander of the Forces to publish over again the 
orders which have lieen re]ieatcdly given and enforced upon this subject.* 

2. Those who do tiieir duty with tlieir regiments, or with the army, are well aware that 
at times tliey can have no qu.iiters at all, and at otliers very indifleipiit qnurteis ; and the 
Commander of the Forces is happy to say that he has receivt'd no com])luints of them, bnt 
exclusively of those at a distance, who cannot be satisfied even with the better accommtt- 
datiun which the circumstances in which they arc placed enable the inhabitants to give 
them. 

3. It is obvious that tlie orders above referred to can be applicable only to the city (‘f 
Lisbon; and in regard to other large towns, the ('oinmander ol’ tlic Foices requested by 
bis orders of the 2Ht1i Dec. 1809, that the (lenenil officers commanding divisions would 
settle with the magistrates in what houses General officers, field officers, captains, and subal- 
terns reh|iectiv<*ly should be quartered, and thosi* of the de])ur!inents of the army of cor- 
res)K)n<rnig ranks; and he lias written to the government of the Kingdom to request that, 
as far us may be practicable, the magistrates wdl carry this arrangement into execution. 

4. No officer whatever is allowed to quarter himsidf, if maiching with a body of troojis; 
he must receive his quarters from an officer of the Q. M. G.'s depirlment, or from the 
quarter muster of his regiment. If proceeding alone on .my duty, or on account of sick- 
ness, or with a detachment in which there is no quarter maslet, he must receive his quarteis 
by billet from tlic mu gist rates of the town or village in which be may be, 

6. The officers ot (he Q. M. G.’s (Uqj.iitment, or the (juarter masteis of regiments, must, 
ill every case in which they require qiiaiters foi either offif-cTS or soldiers, receive them from 
the magistrates of the towns or villages, nud afterwards allot them to the several regiments 
or to the several officers and troojis, os (lie case may he. 

6. It is to be clearly understood that no officer lias a right to demand more from bis 
landlord than house room and stabliiigfor his horses, if the building shall oflurd any ; and 
it is obvious that in no town in Portugal or Sjiaiii can officers expect the uccotnnioda- 
tion allowed by the orders of the Commander of the Forces of the lltli March, 1809, at 
Lisbon, to the several ranks ; and they must lie satisfied with wliat the town or village, in 
which they may lie quartered, can aflbrd to those of their rank, and must not on any ac- 
count seize more than is given to them. 

7. The Commander of the Forces has always found, and believes the inhahitaiits of 
both countries to lie dispised to gi\e to every officer and soldier of the British aimy suc'h 
accommodation and comfort as their houses will afford; but it must be clearly understood 
that every arcommodatioti and comfort beyond houst’s and stable room must fie the result 
of the good will of the iiihahitants, and nothing like compulsion must lie used. 

8. The Commander of the Forces declares it to be his intention to bring under the con- 
sideration of a General Court Martial every complaint which he may receive of the coiiflnct 
of ati officer in his (quarters, and to carry the sentence of the Court Martial, whatever it 
may lie, into execution. 

Q, Q, i Fuente Guinaldo, 14th Se^it. 1811. 

2. As it anmars the proceedings of the General Court Martial, that the prisoner did 
not very well know what he was about when he committed the crime of which be lias been 
convicted, the Commander of tlie Forces is induced to pardon him, and he is to be released 
from confinement, and return to his duty. 

* See vol. iii. p. 535. G. O., Lisbon, 14th Mkrcb, 1809. 
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Tu Hu Excellency C. Stimrt. Fueute Guiiialdo, 14th Sept. 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose a copy of G. O. which I have issued this 
day on the subject of billeting the officers and troops, which I beg you to 
lay before the Portuguese government, and urge tliem to give orders that 
tlie arrangement proposed in the 3d paragraph may be carried into execu- 
tion, as far as may be possible, in all the large towns in the Kingdom. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Fuente Guinaldo, 15th Sept. 1811. 

I received your letter of the 6th in time to write to Lord Liverpool by 
the last post, to apprise him of my opinion that we ought, under existing 
circumstances, to have a larger fleet in the Tagus than we have ; and indeed 
1 think that we ought at all times to be at least safe on that side. 

1 also wrote to Sir W. Beresford, to apprise him of my opinion that the 
sea batteries ought again to be armed. 

To Vice Adm. the Hoii. G. Berkeley. Fuente Guinaldo, 16th Sept. 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 12th. 

Our horses are bought in England for 25 guineas each, and 1 calculate 
that it costs £10 to bring every horse to this country, making his price 
here 35 guineas, or tliereabouts. 

I could not with propriety make a contract with an American to 6uj>ply 
Jiorses for the aimy without the consent of government, and it would 
sc.ireely be worth while to make one for such a saving as 5 guineas for 
each horse. 

In all probability, the expenses of the officers in America to approve of 
the horses would cost as much os tlie difference of expense of tlje liorscs 
'Fheie is also another objection to this phin, which is, tliat altliuugh horses 
might be very fit for the service in Passaniaquoddy Bay upon their cm- 
barkation, tlie voyage would probably make such an alteration in their 
condition, particularly under American care, as might make them very 
unfit for service on their arrival here, more particularly as this American 
care would be bestowed upon the horses with a certainly that, after tlie 
inspection previous to embarkation, they must bi* taken, whatever may b(‘ 
the state of their condition on landing. 

We don’t use horses for b^t, but mules ; and these, dear as they are, 
are cheaper than the American horses would be under the proposed con- 
tract, and answer the purpose eijually well, if not better 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Fuente Guinaldu, 16th Sept. 1811, 1 p.m. 

I have just received your letter of the 15th, and that from Gen. Cooke. 
The orders of this army specify that when a Lieut. Colonel is named in 
orders to command a brigade, he is to receive a staff allowance equal in 
amount to his pay ; but those who hold the command in a temporary 
manner, without being named in orders, as many do at this moment, don’t 
receive the allowance. 

I think the best way would be to consider the regulations of this army 
applicable to the troops at Cadiz, and to give to those officers named by 
you to command brigades, and in Cadiz, the allowance during the time 
they shall exercise their command respectively. Upon the same ground 
Lord Proby ought to have the allowance likewise. 
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When I settled this arrangement, the same objections were made by 
several of the seniors here as are now made at Cadiz ; but, in my opinion, 
it is very injurious to the service to remove an officer from a situation of 
which he performs the duty well, viz., the command of his regiment, for 
any temporaiy purpose, such as the command of a brigade, till a General 
officer should be sent from England to command it. 1 resisted these pre- 
tensions on these grounds, and I must do to officers the justice to say that 
they ceased to bring them forward. Lately I have not appointed in orders 
Lieut. Colonels to command brigades, and 1 believe there are none in this 
army who receive the allowance. 

1 shall write to England respecting the battalion of foreign detachments. 
1 have a great objection to foreigners in this army, as they desert terribly ; 
and they not only give the enemy intelligence which he would find it 
difficult to get in any other manner, but by their accounts and stories of 
the mode in which deserters from the French army are treated by us, 
some of them well founded, tliey have almost put an end to desertion. I 
would therefore prefer not to have any of them here. I have sent orders 
to the 39th to join this army, and the Cliasscurs de Watte ville to go to 
Ireland, according to the orders of tlic Sec. of State. 

Of course, Capt. Hamilton cannot be more than a Deputy Assistant till 
he shall be promoted to be a Field officer. 

1 send you a letter of the 10th from my brother, from which you will 
see the intelligence he had up to that period. 

P.S. I enclose some interesting papers just now received.* I rather 
judge that Montbrun, in his ‘ PatetUe Jaune^ states that the convoy will 
commence its march on the 20th or 21st. It is obvious, from the letter 
from Salamanca, that it will not on the 15th. 

To Hii Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Gn'inaldo, iGth Sept. 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12tli inst., regarding 
the establishment of the posts. 

I have no authority, and never had Uie intention, to pay from the mili- 
tary chest for any Portuguese civil or military establishment. I liave 
taken upon myself at times to assist the Portuguese government by 
making advances from the military chest for the support of their esta- 
blishments, for the benefit of the service ; but I never conceived it 
possible that any hesitation would be made about repaying these ad- 
vances, whether made by way of ration or in money ; and 1 can only say, 
that if there is any hesitation about complying with a proposition so rea- 
sonable as that the Portuguese government should repay the advances 
made in ration and money for the support of the post horses and mules 
on the ordinary lines of communication of the Kingdom, I must throw 
myself on the mercy of my own government for forgiveness for having 
been so improvident as to make these advances under a confidence in the 
honor of the Portuguese government that they should be repaid. 

I can make no^arrangement to pay half or any proportion of the expense 
of maintaining post horses and mules on the ordinary lines of communi- 
cation in Portugal. 


* See Appendix, No. IX. and No. 
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If the Portuguese government choose not to support the post horses and 
mules on the ordinary lines of communication, I must take measures to 
establish and support a communication with Lisbon for the use of the 
British army, till I can receive the orders of my government upon such 
an extraordinary determination by the Portuguese government, as that the 
military chest of a foreign army is to defray the expense of one of their 
ordinary, domestic, civil establishments. But 1 repeat, that I will not 
allow one Portuguese letter to be carried by the communications which I 
shall support. 

I beg to have a decided answer upon this subject by return of the post, 
in order that I may lose no time in apprising my government of the fault 
I have committed in trusting to the honor of the Portuguese government, 
in making advances for the support of one of their civil establishments, 
and in requesting the forgiveness of the Prince Regent of Great Britain 
and Ireland for this improvidence. 

I beg tliat this letter may be laid before the Portuguese government. 
The government shall have the account of the rations issued to the post 
horses and mules, and postillions, as soon as it can be made up. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 16th Sept. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12th inst., convey- 
ing complaints from Dom M. Porjaz, on the subject of means of transport, 
which you state that you would not have forwarded to me if Mr. Dalrymple 
had sent you an answer upon them. It is my duty to attend to all subjects 
of this description ; and you may depend upon it that I shall give every 
attention in my power to the subject now brought under my consideration. 
I am sorry, however, to liave to observe that these complaints on the part 
of the Portuguese Commissaries are generally the pretences for some neg- 
lect of duty, and I cannot recollect one of them which has contained a 
plain statement of facts. It generally turns out, upon inquiry, that some 
fact, material to the consideration of the case, has been grossly misrepre- 
sented, and that no ground of complaint does in reality exist. It will not 
excite surprise, therefore, that I sliould have called for explanations from 
Mr. Bcrard, Mr. Pratt, and Mr. Drake, before I should decide upon the 
complaints which have been made against these gentlemen respectively. 

When the allied army arc acting together, it is necessary tliat some rule 
should be established for the distribution of the means of transport, &c., 
which the country affords, and which are generally required for the service. 
Under the 2d and 3d articles of the arrangement of the 10th June,' 1809, 
it has been settled that the Commissary Gen. of the British army shall 
make that distribution; and accordingly, during the campaign of 1810, 
the distribution of the means of transport, both by land and water, was 
made under my directions, according to the number of troops of both na- 
tions then in the held. 

It was found, however, that great inconvenience resulted from this dis- 
tribution, because the British commissariat paid, and the Portuguese com- 
missariat did not pay, for the means of transport which each used ; and in 
the campaign of 1811, the boatmen, in particular on the Mondego, insisted, 
as a condition on which alone they would put their boats in a state to per- 
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form any service, that they should not be handed over to the Portuguese 
commissariat. The distribution of the means of transport, therefore, has 
not gone on so regularly this year, and it appeared to be a matter of but 
little importance, as so large a proportion of the Portuguese army was fed 
by the British Commissaries. 

My attention, however, has lately been drawn to this subject by Mr. 
Kennedy, in consequence of a large requisition for carts for the movement 
of the heavy train having been made at Lamego. The Portuguese Com- 
missaries immediately discovered that they could not carry on the service 
unless they had some carts on the road from the army to Lamego ; and, 
upon reference from Mr. Kennedy, I decided that upon every 15 carts 
received from the Superintendent of Transport at Lamego and on the 
Mondego, the Portuguese Commissaries should have one. 

1 made this distribution by referring only to the number of rations for 
men and horses which the Commissary of each nation had to issue, and 
putting entirely out of the question the movement of the battering train 
from Lamego, or the field stores from Coimbra, which falls exclusively 
up(»n the means of transport allotted to the British Commissary Gen. 

In considering this subject, I only request the Sec. of State to consider 
tliat the British commissariat feed Ihe largest proportion of the Portuguese 
troops, and that the transport of the e(|uipmcnts for all tlie operations of 
the war falls upon the means of transport allotted to the British Com- 
missary Gen. Lately, indeed, he has been feeding not only the regular 
troops, but the militia who are escorting the battering train, because 
nobody else will perform that duty. 

T have frequently repeated that, of which I am firmly persuaded, if the 
call for means of transport for both armies were twice as large as it is, the 
country possesses the means of supplying it without inconvenience, if the 
government choose to enforce their own laws and regulations. 

1 have lately had an opportunity of seeing how the French conduct these 
concerns in Castille, in which Kingdom neither the Spanish nor the British 
army could ever procure adequate means of transport, any more than the 
British or the Portuguese army can now in l^ortugal. Tlie Prefect issues 
his orders to the several heads of districts, directing that a certain number 
of carts, drawn in a certain manner, and a certain number of mules, be- 
longing to the district, each cart and each mule attended by its owner or 
his servant, shall be at a certain place, at a certain hour, on a named day. 
The head of the district either sends a similar order to the heads of villages, 
or makes the detailed distribution by name throughout the district. 

This is the mode of proceeding pointed out by the law of Portugal, but 
the difference in the mode of executing the law is the cause of the diffe- 
rence of effect. Notwithstanding the dislike to the French, and the reluc- 
tance with which the people of the country serve them, and that they are 
never paid, not a cart or mule required is missing at the named hour, not 
an owner of a cart or mule is absent. But in Portugal, where the govern- 
ment .will not carry into execution their own laws, means of transport are 
always deficient, the service is always cramped, and so it will continue until 
some dreadful misfortune happens, and the French are bnabled to establish 
themselves in Portugal, to carry into execution the law, as they do in Spain. 
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To His Excellency C. Shiart. Fuente Ouinaldo, 16th Se^it. 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12th inst., regard- 
ing the assistance to be given to the poor inhabitants of Portugal who are 
sick, from the fund arising from the bounty of the British Parliament, or 
the charity of individuals in England. 

The knowledge which 1 have of this country induces me to request that 
you will suggest to the gentlemen appointed to manage and distribute 
these funds, Uie expediency of attending to the districts on the banks of 
the Coa, from its source at least as far as Piiihel. 

These districts were the seat of war during the months of July, August, 
and September, 1810, when the harvest of that year was reaped, the whole 
of which was consumed by the enemy ; and again in the beginning of 
April of this year, when the little they had sown began to appear above 
ground, and was consumed. 

The inhabitant s of these villages are reduced to subsist upon a small 
quantity of millet which they have contrived to save ; but the food is not 
of a description, nor is the quantity sufficient, to subsist them through the 
winter. Money distributed in Uiesc villages would enable them to pro- 
cure some food from Spain ; and if the British army should canton for 
any time in these district*?, the inhabitants will gain something by the 
services they will render the army. However, the distressed state of these 
people deserves the attention of the managers of these charities. 

A,G, to Lteut, Gen, Hill, lOtb Sept. 1811. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to enclose you a communication 
that has been received from tlie ('ommissary (jcn. relative to a complaint pre- 
ferred by Mr. Roberts, Acting Commissary of the 13th light dragoons, against 
Capt. , of tile — regt. 

The practice of embargoing the transport mules of the army is so prejudicial to 
the public service, and ilie Commander of the Forces has so often animadverted 

upon it, that his Excellency is determined to bring ('apt. to a General Court 

Martial. I enclose herewith the crime to be preferred against Iiim, and the Acting 
Dep. Judge Advocate will warn Mr. Roberts to prosecute him before the General 
Court Martial now assembled. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir lS. Cotton, Bart. Fuente Guiiiahlo, 17tli Sept. 1811, noon. 

1 shall recommend the arrangement you projiosc for the command of 
the IGth by to-morrow’s post. 

I had thoughts of reducing the establishment of all the regiments in 
this country to 3 squadrons, being certain that wc shall thereby lose no 
effective numbers, and that it will be a great convenience to the regi- 
ments ; but [ have delayed the measure till I should see you, and till the 
horses should arrive. The latter are arrived, 1 understand; and you 
might as well prepare your returns and statements of men and horses in 
each regiment, and after the expected huath 1 will settle the business. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Guinaldo, 18di Sept. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 11th, and I enclose the copy of my 
dispatch of this day to the Sec. of State. 

I don’t believe that Suchet came to Burgos, although Castanos swore 
that he was there ; and I am quite at a loss to know what Soult is doing. 
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To Uio Bari of LiToipool. Fuonte Giunoldo^ 18th Sept. ^811. 

Neither the ‘ Armk de Portugal^* nor that of the north, have made any 
movement of importance since I addressed you on the 1 1th inst. Botli, 
however, have been concentrated in a greater degree than they were ; the 
Armk de PortugaV being between Bejar and Plasencia, with their 
advanced posts on this side, at Val de Fuentes ; and the army of the north 
on the Lower Tormes, and between that river and the Duero. 

Both armies arc employed in collecting supplies of provisions ; and I 
enclose the deciphered copy of a letter in cipher, from Gen. Montbrun to 
the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo,* from which it appears that it is the 
enemy’s intention to endeavor to introduce large supplies of provisions 
into that place from the side of Plasencia, as well as from that of Sala- 
manca. The dates being all in cipher, and not having been able to 
discover that part of the key, we don’t know exactly on what day the 
operation is to commence, but 1 should imagine about the 20th or 21st 

From what I have stated to your Lordship in former dispatches regarding 
the enemy’s strength, and the difficulties and risks attending any opera- 
tion on the right of the Agueda, you will not have expected that 1 should 
be able to prevent the introduction of this convoy into Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Since I last addressed your Lordship, 1 have heard that the ‘ Armk de 
Portugal* had received a reinforcement of 4000 men from Valladolid, 
recently arrived from France, besides one of between 2000 and 3000 con- 
valescents, which had before joined from Salamanca ; and many horses, 
ns well for dragoons as artillery. All accounts, however, concur in stat- 
ing that there are a vast number of sick in this army ; and 1 may be mis- 
taken in my estimate, as well of their numbers as of those of the army of 
the north, although founded on the best information in regard to the 
‘ Armk de Portugal^* and upon actual returns of the army of the north. 

I propose, therefore, to keep the allied army in such a situation as long 
os 1 can, as that 1 may see the enemy, and form on opinion of their 
strength from a view of them when collected. If 1 should not be able to 
prevent the introduction of the convoy, I shall at least have had the satis- 
faction of obliging the enemy to collect all their troops for the purpose of 
escorting it, and thus of contributing to save the army and the Kingdom 
of Galicia. 

1 have not yet received from Gen. Abadia an account of his operations ; 
but I enclose the copy of a letter which he wrote to Don Carlos de 
Espana on the 8th inst., and the extract of a letter from Gen. Walker of 
the 4th, and the copy of a letter from Gen. Abadia to the Junta of Coruna 
of the 31st Aug., the whole of which, with the account of Gen. Wathier 
to the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo of the 1st Sept., transmitted in my 
dispatch of the 4th, will give your Lordship a notion of what occurred, 
and of tlie existing state of affairs in Galicia. I don’t transmit a letter 
of the 5th inst. which I have received from Col. Sir H. Douglas, as he 
lias your Lordship’s directions to send home copies of all his communica- 
tions to me. In my opinion, Gen. Abadia made his retreat in good order, 
notwithstanding that it was made under circumstances of disadvantage, in 
consequence of its having been commenced too late. On this account he 
* See Appendix, No. X. 
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lost the great communication with Coruna ; and if the enemy had been 
able to persevere, they would have gained possession of that town and of 
Ferrol. 

Your Lordship will have seen the account of events in Murcia subse- 
quent to the 9th Aug., from which it appears that the army of Murcia 
also lost the great communication with Lorca and Murcia by a similar 
error; and that the several divisions were separated, and sustained 
.•severe loss. 

I have not yet received accounts, upon which I can rely, of the direc- 
tion of Soult’s operations, since his success against the army of Miurcia, 
as it is so difficult to procure intelligence in the south of Spain which 
can be relied upon ; but it is certain that none of his troops had arrived 
at Llerena, as reported to me ; and I believe equally so that they had not 
been directed to establish the authority of the French government in the 
Campo de Gibraltar. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 18th Sept. 1811. 

Major Gen. Cooke has written to request that some arrangement may 
be made for the disposal of the battalion of foreign detachments doing 
duty at Cadiz. This battalion consists of some men belonging to the 
Chasseurs Britanniques, and of some recruits enlisted for general service, 
either at Gibraltar or on the eastern coast of the Peninsula, and not yet 
allotted to any regiment, and therefore but ill provided with clothing and 
appointments. Major Gen. Cooke states that he has understood that 
these men are dissatisfied with the uncertainty of their situation, and he 
expresses an anxiety that they should be disposed of in regiments. 1 am 
not at all anxious to have any of them with this array. The number of 
foreigners with this army is a serious inconvenience, as they not only 
convey intelligence to the enemy, which they could acquire in no other 
manner, but they have nearly put a stop to desertion from the enemy’s 
ranks by their accounts, unfounded or exaggerated, of the manner in 
which deserters are treated and disposed of in ^e British service. 

Those men who do desert now, therefore, prefer to take their chance 
with the Spanish levies to coming to us ; and they earnestly intreat that 
they may not be sent to us, as tliey have been informed by the deserters 
from our army that the deserters from the enemy are sent to the West 
India islands, and have no chance of ever returning to Europe. 

1 would beg to recommend, therefore, that those men of the battalion 
of foreign detachments at Cadiz, not belonging to the Chasseurs Bri- 
tanniques, should be formed into a battalion of the German Legion, or of 
the 60th regt., and that officers should be sent to take charge of them, 
and that they should be clothed in the usual manner. 

To die Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, I8tb Sept 1811. 

1 enclose the last weekly state of the British army, and the morning 
report of the army in the held of the 15th Sept. 

I am concerned to say that the sickness of the newly arrived troops, 
and of those which were in Walcheren, still continues. Some of the 
regiments lately arrived have not now in the ranks fit for duty half of the 
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number of men they landed in thia country ; and the daily diminution ef 
numbers from these, and the regiments t^t were in Walcheren, is such, 
tliat the numbers of the army for duty are scarcely kept up by the daily 
arrival of reinforcements. The officers also are as sickly as the soldiers. 
The army is situated in good cantonments, in the most healthy part of the 
country. The troops have undergone no fatigue, and have been remark- 
ably well fed. 

The disorder is generally of the intermittent description, and not very 
severe, and the deaths not numerous. 1 am in hopes also, that as there 
has been a favorable change in the weather within these last few days, the 
troops will soon regain their health and strength. 

7h§ A,G» to Major Om, AUx, Campbell, 6th divuion, 18th Sept. 181 1. 

The resignation of Capt. , of the — regt., will be sent to England, and the 

Commander of the Forces will permit him to proceed thither so soon as he shall 
believe the Commander in Cliiefwill have accepted his resignation. 

His Excellency considers the duties of the army equally require the presence 
and attendance of the officers ; and if an officer can remain with his regiment for 
one description of duty, for tho performance of which he thinks he can derive a 
little credit, he can also remain for the performance of others, fur which, if the 
presence of officers is necessary, there can be no reason why the public should 
incur the expense of maintaining them. You will be pleased to make these sen- 
timents known to Capt. . 

TTte A,Q» to General Offieere oommandtng divieione, I9lh Sept. 1811. 

In transmitting the Ist volume of the printed G. O. of the army, for yourself, the 
General officers in your division, the officer of the Adj. Gen.’s department, and 
the Commanding omcers of the regiments under your iinniediate command, I am 
to convey to you his Excellency’s pleasure that the bainc are to be considered as 
belonipng and for the use of the actual officers in command, and are to be handed 
over, in case of absence, or resignation, or otherwise, to whomever may succeed to 
the immediate command of the division, brigade, or regiment, for whose use the 
copy of G. O. is intended. Should you or other officers require hereafter for 
their personal use a copy of these regulations, the same are to be applied for ; and 
so soon as there are a sufficient number of copies arrived, his Excellency's plea- 
sure will be taken as to their being funiishcd : but as it is of the utmost im- 
portance, so long as the army is in the Peninsula, that none of these books of 
G. O. should be carried away by the changes of tlie officers in the different situ- 
ations in the army, the Commander of the Forces desires that the above orders 
may be strictly complied with, which you will be pleased to notify accordingly in 
your division orders. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Ghiinaldo, 20th Sept. 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 16th. 

1 think you liad better send to England the papers which have passed 
between you and the government regarding Dom M. Forjaz. 

1 wrote by tlie last post to Lord Liverpool on the conduct of the go- 
vernment of Brazil, and 1 hope that the subject will be taken up and 
handled with some vigor. 

4. 

The A.G, to jR. H. Keanedg, Etq,, Commiuarg General, 20th Sept. 1811. 

1 enclose herewitlf an extract of a letter from Lieut. Col. — — , — th regt., and 
I havq to request you will cause immediate inquiry to be made of the Commissary 
at Atrantes, why he has presumed, without authority, to detain the corporal and 
party alluded to ; and you will report to me the result foi; the information of the 
Commander of the Forces. The party are forthwith to join t|^ir regiment. 
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To Miyor Gten. Alex. Campbell. Fuento Guinaldo^ 31ft Sept. 1811. 

I have received your letter of this date, enclosing one of the 8th inst. 

from Lieut. Col. , of the — regt., containing a narrative or statement 

of complaints against yourself. I am much concerned that Lieut Col. 

should have thought it necessary to bring forward these complaints 

at this period ; but as he has done so, it is my duty to take them into con- 
sideration, and to decide upon them. 

Before I advert to the complaints made by Lieut. Col. — of the 
language which he asserts you used to him and the — regt. on the morn- 
ing of the 11th May, I shall consider of the others contained in the state- 
ment enclosed in his letter. 

Your report of the transactions of the 11th May does not appear to me 
to afford any ground of complaint to Lieut. Col. . 

1st; Lieut. Col. does not know what that report contains. 

2dly ; It contains nothing regarding the conduct of Lieut. Col. — ■ , 
excepting that he crossed the bridge of Barba de Puerco in pursuit of the 
enemy, contrary to your intentions, which is acknowledged by himself in 
the papers which he transmitted to me enclosed in a letter to the Adj. 
Gen. of the 24th May. 

But this report occasioned what Lieut. Col. — calls a most severe 
censure on his conduct from me ; upon which I have only to observe, that 

the censure was directed to that part of Lieut. CoL *8 conduct which 

is acknowledged by himself ; a conduct, of which there had lately been 
other repeated instances in the army, from which the public interests had 
suffered, and 1 thought it proper to record every flagrant recent instance 
of it in the notice which I took of it addressed to you, but Intended to be 
circulated to the officers of the army at large. 

It is not necessary that 1 should explain to Lieut. Col. the reasons 

for which this paper was not circulated to the army, as 1 had intended ; 
but they were not founded on any conviction produced on my mind by 

Lieut. Col. *8 letter of the 24th, that the conduct of Lieut. Col. — 

had been misrepresented to me; because, on the contrary, Lieut. Col. 

avowed in the papers which he enclosed, that he did cross the bridge 

of Barba de Puerco, and attempted to justify that measure ; but without 
producing any conviction on my mind of its propriety. 

Neither do I think that your division order of the 9th Aug., adverting 
to the number of men of Major Gen. Bume’s brigade who were not in the 
ranks on the march, and to the mode of messing in those regiments, affords 
any ground of complaint to Lieut. Col. — . 

let; I observe that there is nothing harsh in the mode of expression used 
in this order ; and that it prescribes nothing that can be too often repeated 
to the regiments composing this army. 

But, 2dly; 1 observe that it was called for, and rendered necessary ; 
1st; by your own observation, and the report by the Brigade Major, of 
the number of both regiments of the brigade who were moving with the 
baggage, instead of in the ranks of their regiments, which report I have 
in my possession : and, 2dly ; by what you had seen of the mode of messing 
of both regiments, and by the conversations which you had had on that 
subject with Major Gen. Burnc. 
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1 would also add, that from the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry of 

the 14th Aug., held by Lieut. Col. ^ it does appear that tiie soldiers 

of the — regt. were not at all times messed in the manner pointed out by 
your order : a question was asked, * Have the men of your companies 
been messed according to this rule ?* to which the answer was, ‘ Invariably, 
in stationary quarters, and at all other times that circumstances allowed it 
to be practicable/ 

1 am not aware of any circumstances in which the — have ever been 
placed, in which it was not practicable to mess the soldiers as directed in 
your orders, and the standing regulation of the service ; and if that mode 
was departed from in any one instance, it was not only right, but you 
would have neglected your duty if you had omitted to notice it ; and it 

would have been more becoming in Lieut. Col. to have explained 

the cause of Uie deviation from your order in so important a matter, in 
order to avoid censure, than to have complained in the terms he did of a 
division order, of wliich the object was to correct this irregularity. 

I postponed the consideration of the complaints first stated in Lieut. 

Col. ’s narrative, because it appears to me, that till he conceived he 

had other grounds of complaint, he must have considered the language 
which he states you used to him and his regiment on the morning of the 
11th May of very little importance, or else deserved; and that he has 
complained of it now only to aggravate the other complaints which he 
has made. Harsh and ungentlemanlike language by a superior does afford 
ground of complaint to an inferior officer ; but the complaint of it ought 
to be made at the moment at which the feelings of the inferior have been 
injured. It would undoubtedly be better if language of this description 
wore never used, and if officers placed in the situation in which you were 
on the morning of the lltli May, could correct neglects and errors likely 
to be attended by consequences fatal to the public interests, in language 
which should not hurt the feelings of the person to whom it is addressed ; 
and with a manner divested of vehemence. 

But, unfortunately, there are some of us who can’t avoid to feel warmly 
for the success of the operation of which we have the charge ; and to ex- 
press ourselves with vehemence, and in language not perfectly correct, on 
the mistakes and neglects which are likely to impede it : and although 1 
consider every officer responsible for language of this description, the 
complaint of the person to whom it is addressed ought to be made imme- 
diately, in order that all the circumstances under which it was used may 
come fairly before those whose duty it may be to inquire into the sub- 
ject ; and that it may be seen whether there was any and what provoca- 
tion in error or neglect for the language used. 

Conceiving, therefore, that Lieut. Col. — ■■ *8 feelings could not have 
been hurt by the language now complaine^d of, or that he could not have 
allowed 4 months to elapse without making his complaint ; and that it is 
now made only to aggravate his complaints on other subjects, which afford 
him no ground at all for complaint, I don’t think it proper to make his 
coihplaint on this head the subject of farther inquiry. 

1 beg that you will communicate this letter to iLieut. Col. — — , and 
that you will inform him that 1 cannot give him leav8'of absence. 
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To Brigido Mijor May, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 3)it Sepf. 181 1. 

I have reodved your letter of the Ihth, and I am very much obliged to 
you for haying staid with the train when Major Dickson was again unfor- 
tunately taken ilL 

To Hif Kxoellency G. Stuart Fuente Guioaldo^ 23d Sept. 1811, 

I have received your letter of the 18 th. I imagine that Marshal Beres- 


Extmcti from the instructioni communicated by the Q. M. G. 

'Fuente Ouineldo. 22d Sept 1811. 

* Movemente to take place this afternoon : 

* Major Gen. Anson’s brigade of cavalry is to be placed in bivouac at and to have 

out))OBt8 at Marialva, Corpioi and upon the roads which lead from Ciudad R^rigo upon 
Campillo. 

* Major Gen. Alton's brigade of cavalry is to be placed partly at Bl Bodon, and partly 
in the wood which is on the right hand of the road coming from El Bodon to Fuente Gui« 
iialdo, as near El Uo<lon us a good situation for bivouacking can be found. 

' The outposts of this brigade are to he at Pastores on the right, and are to communicate 
on the lefr with those of Gen. Anson’s brigade. 

' Tlie 6th division of infantry is to lie placed in bivouac immediately behind Espeja, and 
is to give such support as may be requisite to Major Gen. Anson’s cavalry. 

* The 3d di\ ision is to be assembled at £1 Bodon, and in the nearest bivouac in rear of 
that village. It will continue to occupy also Encina and Pastores, and will give such 
support as may l)c necessary to Gen Alten’s brigade of cavalry. 

* Major Gen. Don Carlos de EspaCa will lie pleased to place his infantry at Alameda, 
and his cavalry in the villages of Villar de la Yegua, Barquilla, Sexmiro, Ac., to watch the 
fords of the Lower Agueda. Don Gailos will have a post also at Barba de I’uerco. Major 
Gen. Anson will place an officer and detachment of his brigade with the Spanish cavalry, 
to make reports to Espeja.' 

* Movements to take place at daybreak on the mOniing of the 33d Sept. ; 

* Tlie 1st division is to he assembled at Nave d’Aver, and in the bivouac at Pozo Velho. 

* Brig. Gen. M'Mahon’s brigade of Portuguese infantry is to move to Viientes de Onoro. 

* Brig. Gen. Madden's and Brig. (veil. Otway's brigades of Portuguese cavalry to move 
to the wood between Fiientes de Onoro and Pozo Velho. 

* The artillery now with these brigades is to remain, however, at Azinhal. 

‘ Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade of infantry will move to Campillo and bivouac there. 
Gen. Pack may move the tirigade tliis afremoon, if he ])lease8, to Gallegos. 

* The 4th division will move to Fuente Guinaldo, and bivouac in the neighbourhood. 

* Major Gen. Slade's brigade of cavalry and Capt. Bull's troop of horse artillery will 
move to Ituero. 

' Major (ven. De Grey’s brigade of cavalry and Capt. Le Febvre’s troop of horse artillery 
will move to Puebla de Azava. 

* The 7th division will move to Alamedilla, die reserve of ammunition to Aldea da 
Ponte. 

'The Light di\ ision is to remain in its present situation, but Major Gen. Cxanfurd will 
be in communication with the troojis at El Bodon ; and in tlie event of these troops being 
drawn back, he will immediately move liack also to Rolileda. 

* The dth division will coiiliiiue at l*ayo and neighbourhood till further orders. 

' When the army is placed as above mentioned, (he infoutiy at Espeja and at Nave 
d'Aver, and all the troops which are to the left of that line, will be under the immediate 
orders of Lieut. Gen. Graham. 

' The several divisions and regiments will keep live cattle sufficient to supply them with 
meat to the 26th inst. inclusive, and will send the remainder of their cattle to the rear, os 
follows : 

' Tlie infantry at Espeja and at Nave d’Aver, and all the troops to the left of these, will 
•end their cattle ii Miusilha. 

' Tlie 4th division and 7th division will send theirs to llendo. 

' The otlier divisions and regiments will send their cattle to Soito and Quadraiaes. 

* The men are to carry each 3 dkys’ bread, and the horses of the cavalry are to carry 3 
dajrs* com. 

* The remainder of the supplies of bread and forage are to be carried by the mules 
attached to die divisions and regiments, and these are to be sent back as they are ludoaded, 
to renew their supplies. 

* The sick and lame horses of the cavalry are to be tent to Celorico.* 
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ford's objection to salt fish, equally with salt meat, is principally thAt those 
articles are more expensive than fresh meat, and require large means of 
transport to move them to the troops, and because he could leave no dis* 
cretion with the Junta de Viveres^ who purchase salt fish as a job, and 
issue it constantly at any inconvenience ; and he prohibited the issue of 
it entirely. 

Salt fish, however, and salt meat are very necessary for the garrisons. 
They would also be very necessary if the troops should again be obliged 
to retire to the neighbourhood of Lisbon; and I recommend that you 
should converse with Beresford upon the subject, and let what he may 
think necessary for the garrisons, &c., be retained in store, not to be issued 
without his orders, and the remainder be disposed of as you propose. 

The French army has moved upon Ciudad Rodrigo. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Fncnte Guinaldo, 22d Sept. 1811. 

You will have seen Mozinho’s report of the 16th Sept., 10 o’clock at 
night, containing an account which he had received from a friend at 
Badajoz, of the enemy’s intention to augment that garrison considerably, 
with a view certainly to annoy our frontier 

I have long been astonished that they had not done something of this 
kind, more particularly as they must know that Campo Maior and Ouguela 
are very indifferently garrisoned, and that those points are very important 
to us, in case wc should take any position on the frontier. 

1 shall be very much obliged to you, therefore, if you will send an 
officer over to Campo Maior and Ouguela, and see how those places are 
supplied with provisions, &c., and garrisoned. Let me know whether the 
new outwork at Campo Maior is yet palisaded, and what is the state of 
the works at Ouguela. The Commanding officers of those places should 
likewise be on their guard against surprise. 

I don't recollect exactly how Gen. Hamilton’s division are cantoned ; 
but it might be desirable to move them to Olay a, S. Vicente, &c., in 
order to give protection and countenance to these places, in case any dash 
should be made at them. 

The French have moved ; and I think that by to-morrow we shall have 
a very large army in our front. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill. Fueute Guinaldo, 23d Sept 1811, 7 a.m. 

Since 1 wrote to you yesterday, 1 have received the enclosed copy of a 
letter in cipher, from Marmont to Girard, which has been intercepted. 
Marmont is mistaken ; and 1 don’t think that Girard has a force to annoy 
you. I reckon that you have about 11,000 men ; and he can’t have 6000, 
of which 1100 or 1200 are cavalry. If he moves forward, I beg you will 
fall upon him, if you think you can do so with any prospect of success. 

k 

To His Ezoelleucy G. Stuart Fuente Guiualdi^ 2dd Sept. 1811. 

1 received last night your letter of the 10th. I have not got by me at 
prssent the memorandum which I sent for the formation of the military 
chest ; but it appears to me that the Portaria will answer tolerably well. 

I don’t understand the plan of giving up the new decima in order to 
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obtain meain of tnuMport Is it intended that the produce of the deHma 
should be allotted to the payment for means of transport? If it is, the 
produce of the decinui ought to go into the military chest. Or is it in< 
tended to remit the decima to the inhabitants as a bonus, in consideration 
of their supplying means of transport ? If that is the plan, the abuses 
will be greater than ever, and the Portuguese government will get neither 
decima nor means of transport. The rich, who will gain all by the re- 
mission of the decima^ will, as usual, throw the burden of supplying the 
means of transport upon the poor, who will gain nothing ; and the odious 
system of embargo will in a manner be legalized, as the officers of govern- 
ment will have a kind of right to the use of the means of transport of every 
man, which they will exercise upon the poor in that manner. 

Is it intended to remit the decima and to pay the present price for means 
of transport likewise ? If it is, the price of an article, or rather for a ser- 
vice, which is paid for by no other army excepting ours and the Portuguese, 
will be enormously increased. We already pay more for the common 
transport by the country carts than we should for the carriage of the 
same weight in England ; and I believe that the transport even by mules 
is not only more convenient, but little more expensive. You may depend 
upon it that the price paid is full compensation for the service, and it is, 
in fact, all clear gain. 

The French have not yet appeared, but I think they will before evening. 
I shall have my hands very full of business for the next 3 or 4 days, and 
shall not be able to dispatch the mail on Wednesday, and I therefore request 
you to detain the packet till I shall write to you to dispatch it. 

The Q. M. G. to Major Gen. Craufurtl. Fueiite Guiualdo, 23d Sept. 1811. 

You will be so good us understand, hrom the instructions transmitted to you 
yesterday, that it is not intended that any part of the army itihould be seriously 
committed with the enemy, unless particular orders are given to that effect. 

You will be so good, tlicrefore, as to withdraw your advanced posts behind the 
great ravine between Zamarra and Martiago as soon as you sec occasion for it ; 
and retire also with the whole division upon Robleda whenever it seems expedient 
to do so, even although the troops at £1 Bodon may not have been withdrawn. In 
such case you will, of course, apprise the officer commanding at El Bodon, as ex- 
peditiously as possible, of your being obliged to move back uj>on llobleda, report- 
ing, at the same time, to head quarters likewise. 

The Q. M. (i. to Lieut. Geii. Graham. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Sept. 1811. 

Ill the event of the enemy advancing in superior force upon Espeja, GoUegos, 
or any other point, threatening the left of the army, Lieut. Gen. Graham will draw 
back the troops that are placed under his immediate orders, as follows : 

'J'he British and Portuguese troops to be concentrated at Nave d’Aver. 

The Spanish troops under Don Carlos de Espana to fall back upon Freneda and 
Gastello Bom ; and should the enemy continue to press on, the troops at Nave 
d’Aver will retire, when necessary, upon Villar Maior and Aldea da Ribeira, and 
maintain the strong ground in the neighbourhood of these places till otherwise 
instructed. 

Lieut. Gen. Graham will also hold Malhada-sorda and Arifana with a part of 
his infantry, as long as he may deem it safe to do so. 

The Spanish troops will cross the Coa when it becomes necessoiy to do so, and 
will occupy Gastello Mendo and neighbourhood, and defend the bridge of Gastello 
Bom. 

Don Carlos de Espana will also detach parties of cavalry to watch the bridge 
and ford of Almeida and the other intermediate passes of the Coa. 
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Major Oen. Anson will conform to the movements of the troops tmdir'Lieat 
Oen. Graham. 

As it may become expedient to-morrow to move Brig. Gen. M'Mahon*8 himde 
of Portuguese infantiy towards the right of the army, Lieut. Gen. Graham wiU be 
BO good as not to dispose of that brigade in any way that might impede such a 
movement, except in the case of the left of the army having to retire as above 
mentioned. « 

Lieut. Gen. Graham will be so good as communicate to head quarters all events 
of importance that occur upon the left of the army, as also all movements or 
changes of position which he finds it necessary to make. 

The Q. M. G. to Don CSarlos de Espafia. Fuente Ouinaldo, 33d Sept 1611. ' 

I have the honor to enclose, for your information, an extract from the General 
Instructions issued to the army in regard to the position it at present occupies. 

1 have to request that you will he good enou^ to communicate to Lieut Gen. 
Graham, as well as to head quarters, all information respecting the force and 
movements of the enemy which may concern the left of the army in general, as 
well as all occurrences of importance that take place in the particular quarter 
where you command. 

Tlie Q. M. G. to Lieut Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Fuente Guinaldo, 33d Sept. 1811. 

A separate instruction has been given to Lieut Gen. Graham respecting the 
movements of the left of the army, in the event of its becoming necessary to retire 
in that quarter ; and Lieut. Gen. Graham has been informed, that in that case 
the cavalry under Major Gen. Anson will conform to his movements. I have to 
request, therefore, that you will give orders to Major Gen. Anson to that effect. 


Extracts from the instructions communicated by tlie Q. M. G. 

* Fuente Guinaldo, 25tli Sept. 1811. 

Imted immediately qfler the affair at El Bodon : 

* The army is to be in the following position to>morrow morning at daybreak, or as soon 
after it os tlie troops can reach their several destinations : 

* The infantry of the 3th division to be concentrated at Payo. 

* The Light division and other triKips with Major Gen. Craufurd will pass (he Agueda 
at the ford on the road from PeCa Parda to Fuente Guinaldo, and will halt about a mile 
flrom the ford towards Fuente Guinaldo. Gen. Craufurd will be so good as send furwaid 
to head quarters to report the progress of his march, and when he has reached his destina- 
tion. He will send his baggage to Ligiosa. 

* But if Major Gen. Craufurd should perceive that the troops retire this day fiom Fuente 
Guinaldo, he will in that cose contiiuie to fall back, by the right bank of the Agueda, and 
pass the river, either at Puente Villar, or higher un, as be may find ex]x;dient. 

* The 3d and 4th divisions, and the cavaliy, in me neighbourhood of Fuente Guinaldo, 
will be under arms to-morrow morning half an hour before daybreak. 

< The 3d division will tend off its baggage to-night to Casillas de Flores, and from 
thence to Furcalhos. 

* Ihe 4(h division will send its baggage to Albergueria. 

* Ihe cavalry will send their baggage to Albergueria. 

‘ Brig. Gen. Pack's brigade will move up from Ituero, so as to be at daybreak in rear 
of the left of the 4th division ; the baggage of the brigade is to be sent to-night to Albergueria. 

* Major Gen. Alten's biigadc of cavaliy is olio to lie at daybreak in the vicinity of 
Fuente Guinaldo from Castillcjos de Azavo. 

* The baggage of head quarters is to move off half an hour before daybreak to Casillas 
de Flores. 

* The 7th division is to be at daybreak at Alliergueria, and Brig. Gen. Colman's brigade 
is to be detached from thence to Casillas de Flores. Brig. Gen. Colman will report his 
arrival there to head quarters. 

' The baggage of the 7th division to be sent {o Aldea da Ponte ; and in case the divi- 
sion should be ordered to retire from Albergueria at any time to-morrow, Major Gen. 
Sontag will send to the rear whatever baggage of other troops is then at Albergueria. 

* Lieut. Gen. Graham will be so good as move back the troops on the left of the army 
to Nave d'Aver, and, if it should be necessary, will continue to retire as pointed out in the 
^eral instructions of the 33d inst. 

* He will be so good os order back, also, the Spanish troops under Don Carlos de Espafui, 
as pointed out in the general instructions above n'ferred to.* \ ^ 
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To liwt Gen. HilL Qiudnuui, 39ch Sept 1811. 

1 have received your letters of the 24th, 26th, and 27th. 

Don’t be too early in putting troops in Arronches. It is, in summer, 
the most unhealthy place in Alentejo; that is, before the Gaya runs 
plentifully. 

1 promised Gen. Castanos a month’s provisions for the garrison of 
Alburquerque ; and I beg you will give them to him. 

I could not prevent Marmont from relieving Ciudad Rodrigo, and we 
have retired to this neighbourhood ; but we had two little aitairs with him, 
in which the troops behaved remarkably well, particularly the 2d batt. 
5th regt., 77th, and 2l8t Portuguese regt, and Gen. Alten’s brigade of 
cavalry, near El Bodon, on the 251h. 

The French have gone back. 


Extracts IVom the instnictions communicated by the Q. M. G. 

* Vuente Gninaldo. S6th Sept. 1811. 

< The army is to moYe iuto a uew positioti at follows: 

* The 1st division to lie at Rismula. 

* Ibe 6th division between Bismula and Aldea da Ribeira. 

* Bri|f. Gen. McMahon's brigade to be at Rilwira. 

* Major Gen Anson's brigade of cavalry, and the Portuguese cavalry under Major Gen. 
Madden, to be ill the most convenient ground near the 6th division. 

* The Spanish troops under Don Carlos de Espafia to be at Costello Mendo, and to 
guard tiie other panes of the Goa, as mentioned in the general instructions of the 22d iiist. 

‘ Lieut. Gen. Graham will send orders to the 2 brigades of Portuguese artillery at 
Asitihal and adjacents to move without delay to Miusilha, and report their arrival there. 

* Lieut. Gen. Graham will be so good as arrange the outlets of the left of the army 
along the line of the Villar Maior rivulet, holding also Malnada-sorda and Arifana in 
the 6rst instance with infantry posts, and communicating on the right with the outpost 
from Aldea da Ponte and neighbourhood. 

* The cavalry on the left will keep a look out as far in advuice as circumstances permit. 
Lieut. Gen. Graham will put the troops in motion to carry into effect the above arrange- 
ment at daybreak to-morrow morning. 

* Head quarters will be at Nave. 

* The cavalry (exoe]rt Major Gen. Alten’s brigade) will move off at 9 o'clock to-night 
to Albergueria, and will fall back from thence to-morrow morning, covering the rear of 
the infantry, which will then move also from that place. 

* Sir S. Cotton will have parties out to the rear to observe the enemy's motions, and will 
arrange the cavalry outposts in front of Aldea da Ponte, communicating on the left with 
Major Gen. Anson's brigade of cavalry, and on the right with Major Gen. Allen’s. 

* The cavalry will bivouac to-morrow between Alfaiates and Aldea da Ponte. 

^ Brig. Gen. Pack will move at 10 o'clock to-night to CastillejiM de Azava, and thence 
to Albergueria.^ ^ 

* The 3d division and the 4th division will move off at 10 o'clock to-night; the former 
by the road which will be pointed out by an officer of the Rfiyal Staff cur|)8 to Furcalhos ; 
ilie latter by the usual road through Casillas de Flores to Furcalhos. 

* The piquets of these 2 divisions are to be assembled at 1 1 o'clock, and to fall back upon 
Fuente Gmnaldo, and join the Light division. 

* The Light division will move off at 12 o'clock, and will march by Casillas der Flores 
to Furcalhos. 

* Major Gen. Alten's brigade o^ cavalry will join and remain with tlie Light division 
until fbrther orders. 

* The 3d division will move fh>m Furcalhos by the direct road to Alffiiates, and will 
halt between that villas and the Aldea da Ponte rivulet. 

* The 4di division will move from Furcalhos to the convent of Sacapar^ and there halt. 

* The 5th division will move at daybreak to-morrow morning to the heights above Aldea 
Velha on die road to AUhiates. 

* The 7tb division will move ihim Albergueria at daybreak to the heights between 
Alftiatof and Nave. 

* Brig. Gen. Pack's brigade will move at the same time from Albergueria to Rdiolesa.' 

‘ VOL. V. B 
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To His Bxcellenoy C. Stuart. Quadrasaes, 29th S«pt 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 25th. 

I recommend the measure of arming the forts, not on any suspicion of 
the enemy’s intentions founded on intelligence, but from the suggestions 
of my own mind, reflecting upon what it was probable the enemy might 
attempt. I am certain, that if Buonaparte does not remove us from the 
Peninsula, he must lower his tone with the world ; and I am equally cer- 
tain that he will make every effort to avoid this necessity. He has a fleet, 
and does not want for armies ; and he is jusf the man to sacrifice his fleet, 
and to make a great effort with his armies, to effect this object. 1 fear the 
results of neither the one nor the other, if we are prepared ; but as we are 
not prepared with a fleet at Lisbon, which, in my opinion, we ought always 
to be, 1 thought it proper to desire that the sea forts might be armed, as 


Extracts from the instructions communicated by tlie Q. M. G. 

‘ Ilcail quarters, NsTe, 27th Sept. 1811. 

‘ The army will be placed to-morrow in the following position ; 

‘ The 5th division on the heights lietweeii Soito and Quadrazaes, with 1 brigade at 
Val d'Kroinho, which will obs(*rve the roads from Navas Frias and Aldea do Rispo. 

* The Light division will be in the woods liehitid Soito, and Major Gen. Attends brigade 
of cavalry will continue with that division. 

* Major Gen. Slade’s and Major Gen. De Grey's brigades of cavalry will be in the neigh- 
hourho^ of Quadrazaes, and between Quadrazaes and Soito. 

* The 3d division will be near Quinta do Canleal, on the left of Quadrazaes. 

* The 7th division will be in second line to the 3d division. 

* The 4tli division will Iw at Pocafariiiha. 

* Brig. Geii. Pack's brigade will be at Villaboa. 

< The lit division and the 6th division will be at Rendo, as will also Major Gen. Anson's 
brigade of cavalry. 

* Lieut. Gen. Graham will be so good as place I brigade of infantry at Rovina, and have 
out|iost8 in front of that place communicating with those of Major Gen. Craufurd at Nave. 

* Brig. Gen. McMahon’s brigade will beat Rapoula de Goa. 

* Brig. Gen. Madden’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry will be at Miusilha ; and will 
watcli the fords of the Coa in front of that place, and communicate on the left with the 
Spanish troops at Gastello Meudo. 

* The 2 brigades of Portuguese artillery now at Miusilha will march to Marmaleiro, 
Olid will T^rt their arrival there to Lieut. Gen. Graham at Rendo. 

* The military deportments of head quarters will be at Quadrazaes ; the civil depart- 
ments at Sabugal. 

^ The depdt of reserve ammunition will be at Urgueira, near Sabugal. 

* The several divisions, and also separate bo<lies of troops, will establisli communications 
witli those next to them in the new position of theaimy. 

* The troops ore to move as follows : 

' The 5th division will move at 2 o’clock in the morning, iHUsing by Val d'Espinho, but 
sending its artillery with 1 brigade by Soito. Major Gen. Dunlop will, however, leave a 
detachment in observation near Aldea Velha, where it will remain till one hour before 
daybreak. 

* The 7th division will move as soon as the men have cooked, and will march by Nave. 

* The 4th division and Light division (with Major Gen. Alteii's biigade of cavalry) are 
to move off os soon as Major Gen. Cole and Major Gen. Craufurd can make their ar- 
rangements for doing so. 

* Both these divisions ore to retire by the great road from Alfaiates to Soito $ the 4th divi- 
sion leading. 

* The outposts of the above 2 divisions are to be called in os soon as the rear of the 
Light division has got into the rood. 

* The cavalry will more off immediately on receipt of this order, and march by Nave to 
their destinations. 

‘ The 3d division will fall back to Nave as soon as the 4th and Light divisions have 
into the Soito road ; "and when the 3d division arrives near Nave, Major Gen. Picton will 
halt it, and send an officer to Lord Wellington to know when he is to continue his march. 

< Head quarters will move from Nave as soon as the cavalry have passed through the 

village, and will proceed to Quadrazaes.' ^ 
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the only measure in my power at Uie time it was supposed probable that 
be was coming himself to take the command of his armies. 

The mail was robbed by some of my vagabond soldiers. 

The packet may sail when you please. I shall send off another dispatch 
on Wednesday, to sail by the packet of Sunday. 

To HU Excellency C. Stuart. Quadrasaei, a9th Sept 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th. 

It is very reasonable and proper that the Portuguese officers should 
manage the Portuguese concerns, and 1 hope the Portuguese government 
do me the justice to feel that I interfere in no concern of theirs, except* 
ing by their desire, and to give them assistance. I sincerely wish that it 
was never necessary to interfere even in this manner. 

In respect to tlie Post office, I don’t desire to have any concern with 
it, provided they will really manage it. I shall run my own parte^ and 
pay 200 reis a league, and manage that by my own officers on the ordinary 
lines of communication ; and 1 will pay all the expenses, and manage by 
my own officers all the concerns, of the extraordinary lines. I hope, how- 
ever, that the government, who are so tenacious about their right to 
manage this concern, will really conduct it as it ought to be conducted, 
and not allow it to be neglected as every thing else is. 

To HU Excellency C. Stuart. Quadraasaes, 29tb Sept. 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2l8t, and I am much 
concerned to observe that my letters upon the subject of the posts are not 
yet understood by the Portuguese government. I wish them to pay for 
nothing but the ordinary establishment of posts, and 1 will pay from the 
military chest for all the extraordinary lines of communication rendered 
necessary by the course of the operations of the war. 1 shall state what 1 
conceive to be the ordinary lines of communication, and how many mules 
at each stage, and what Uie extraordinary lines, by the next post. 

Although it is not my business as Commander of the British army to 
observe upon the intention of charging the expense of the posts of the 
Kingdom to the Portuguese military chest, 1 beg leave to draw your atten- 
tion to it. 

If 1 understand the reason for forming the military chest, it is to have 
at command, and distinct, the funds for defraying the expenses of the 
army. But not only will those funds not be distinct, but they will be 
very insufficient for their purpose, if the ordinary expenses of the civil 
establishment of the government are to be defrayed from it. 

The Portuguese government might as well defray the expenses of the 
salaries of the Juiz de Fora from the military chest as the expenses of the 
Post office. 

I shall make a representation to the government on this subject, as 
Marshal General of the army. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quadriuaea, 29th Sept 1811. 

I enclose the last weekly state, and the last morning report of this army. 

We are really almost an army of convalescents. There is no serious 

u2 
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sickneft among the troops, and hut very few die, but I never saw the 
anny capable of bearing so little ; nearly one half of all those recently 
arrived from England have gone into the hospitals. You will see that we 
were hard pressed on the 25th, but 1 never saw the troops behave so well, 
or so steady. 

The French produced an immense army. 

P.S. I shall write to you on Wednesday respecting my plans in future. 

I propose to try something of the same kind as what 1 have done lately, 
tlmt is, to draw every body upon myself, and relieve other parts of Spain ; 
but I shall first allow these armies to separate, and in the mean time the 
equinoctial rains will fall, and I hope that our troops will become more 
healthy. 

To the Eaxl of LWerpool. Quadniaes, 29th Sept. 1811. 

The enemy commenced their movements towards Ciudad Rodrigo with 
the convoys of provisions from the Sierra de Bejar, and from Salamanca 
on the 21st inst., and on the following day 1 collected the British army in 
positions, from which 1 could either advance or retire without difiSculty, 
and which would enable me to see all that was going on, and the strength 
of the enemy’s army. 

The 3d division, and that part of Major Gen. Alten’s brigade of 
cavalry which was not detached, occupied ^e range of heights which are 
on the left of the Agucda : having their advanced guard, under Lieut. 
Col. Williams, of the 60th, on the heights of Pastores, witliin 3 miles of 
Ciudad Rodrigo ; the 4th division was at Fuente Guinaldo, where 1 had 
strengthened a position with some works ; the Light division on the right 
of the Agueda, having their right resting upon the mountains which 
separate Castille and Estremadura. Lieut. Gen. Graham commanded the 
troops on the left of the army, which were posted on the Lower Azava ; 
the 6th division, and Major Gen. Anson’s brigade of cavalry, being at 
Espeja, and occupying Carpio, Marialva, &c. Don Carlos de Espana 
observed the Lower Agueda with Don J. Sanchez’s cavalry and infantry. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, with Major Gen. Slade’s and Major Gen. 
De Gr^’s brigades of cavalry, were on the Upper Azava, in the centre, 
between the right and left of the army, with Gen. Pack’s brigade at Cam- 
pillo ; and the 5th division was in observation of the Pass of Perales, in 
the rear of the right, the French General Foy haying remained and col- 
lected a body of troops in Upper Estremadura, consisting of part of his 
own division of the de Portugal^ and a division of the army of the 

centre ; and the 7th division was in reserve at Alamedilla. 

The enemy first appeared in tlie plun near Ciudad Rodrigo, on the 
23d, and retired again in a short time ; but on the 24th, in the morning, 
they advanced again in considerable force, and entered the plain by the 
roads of Santi-espiritus and Tenebron; and before evening they had 
collected there all their cavalry, to the amount of about 6000 men, and 
4 divisions of infantry, of which one division was of the Imperial 
Guard ; and the remainder of the armies were encamped on the Guada- 
peroT,' immediately beyond the hills which surround the plain of Ciudad 
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On the morning of the 25th the enemy sent a reconnaissance of cavalry 
towards the Lower Azava, consisting of about 14 squadrons of the cavalry 
of the Imperial Guard. They drove in our posts on the right of the 
Azava, but having passed that river, the Lanciers de Berg were charged by 
2 squadrons of the 16th, and one of the 14th light dragoons, and driven 
back ; they attempted to rally and to return, but were fired upon by the 
light infantry of the 61st regt, which had been posted in the wood on 
their flank, by Lieut. Gen. Graham ; and Major Gen. Anson pursued 
them across the Azava, and afterwards resumed his posts on the right of 
that river. Lieut. Gen. Graham was highly pleased with the conduct of 
Major Gen. Anson’s brigade ; and Major Gen. Anson particularly men- 
tions Lieut. Col. Hervey, and Capt. Brotherton, of the 14th, and Capt 
Hay and Major Cocks, of the 16th. 

But the enemy’s attention was principally directed during this day to 
the position of the 3d division, in the hills between Fuente Guinaldo and 
Pastores. About 8 in the morning, they moved a column, consisting of 
between 30 and 40 squadrons of cavalry, and 14 battalions of infantry, 
and 12 pieces of cannon, from Ciudad Rodrigo, in such a direction, that 
it was doubtful whether they would attempt to ascend the hills by La 
Encina, or by the direct road of £1 Bodon, towards Fuente Guinaldo ; 
and I was not certain by which road they would make their attack, till 
they actually commenced it upon the last. 

As soon as 1 saw the direction of their march, I had reinforced the 2d 
batt. 5th regt., which occupied the post on the hill over which the road 
passes to Guinaldo, by the 77th regt., and the 21st Portuguese regt., under 
the command of Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville, and Major Gen. Alten’s 
brigade of cavalry, of which only 3 squadrons remained which had not 
been detached, drawn from £1 Bodon ; and 1 ordered there a brigade of 
the 4th division from Fuente Guinaldo, and afterwards from El Bodon 
the remainder of the troops of the 3d division, with the exception of those 
at Pastores, which were too distant. 

In the mean time, however, the small body of troops in this post sus- 
tained the attack of the enemy’s cavalry and artillery. One regiment of 
French dragoons succeeded in taking 2 pieces of cannon which had been 
posted on a rising ground on the right of our troops; but they were 
charged by the 2d batt. 5th regt., under the command of Major Ridge, 
and the guns were immediately retaken. 

While this operation was going on on the flank, an attack was made on 
the front by another regiment, which was repulsed in a similar manper by 
the 77th regt.; and the 3 squadrons of Major Gen. Alten’s brigade 
charged repeatedly different bodies of the enemy which ascended the hill 
on the left of the 2 regiments of British infantry, the Portuguese regiment 
being posted in the rear of their right. 

At length, the division of the enemy’s infantry which had marched with 
the cavalry from Ciudad Rodrigo, were brought up to the attack on the 
road of Fuente Guinaldo; and seeing that they would arrive and be 
engaged before the troops could arrive either from Guinaldo or El Bodon, 
I determined to withdraw our post, and to retire with the whole on Fuente 
Guinaldo. The 2d batt. 5th regt., and the 77th regt., were formed into 
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one square, and the 2l0t Portuguese regt. into another, supported 
by Major Gen. Alten’s small body of cavalry and the Portuguese ar- 
tillery. 

The enemy’s cavalry immediately rushed forward, and obliged our 
cavalry to retire to the support of the Portuguese regiment ; and the 5tb 
and 77 th regts. were charged on three faces of the square by the French 
cavalry, but they halted and repulsed the attack with the utmost steadiness 
and gallantry. We then continued the retreat, and joined the remainder 
of the 3d division, also formed in squares, on their march to Fuente 
Guinaldo, and the whole retired together in the utmost order, and the 
enemy never made another attempt to charge any of them ; but were satis- 
fied with bring upon them with their artillery, and with following them. 

Lieut. Col. Williams with his light infantry, and Lieut. Col. the Hon. 
R. Trench with the 74th regt., retired from Pastores across the Agueda; 
and thence marched by Roblcda, where they took some prisoners, and re- 
crossed the Agueda, and joined at Guinaldo in the evening. 

I placed tlie 3d and 4th divisions, and Gen. Pack’s brigade of infantiy, 
and Major Gen. Alton’s, Major Gen. De Grey’s, and Major Gen. Slade’s 
brigades of cavalry in the position at Fuente Guinaldo on the evening of 
the 25th, and ordered Major Gen. R. Craufurd to retire with the Light 
division across the Agueda, die 7th division to form at Albergucria, and 
Lieut. Gen. Graham to collect the troops under his command at Nave 
d’ Aver, keeping only posts of observation on the Azava ; and the troops 
were thus formed in an ichelon^ of which the centre was in the position at 
Guinaldo ; and the right upon the Pass of Perales ; and the left at Nave 
d’Aver ; Don Carlos de Espaua was placed on the left of the Coa ; and 
Don J. Sanchez was detached with the cavalry to the enemy’s rear. 

The enemy brouglit up a second division of infantry from Ciudad Rodrigo 
in the afternoon of the 25th ; and in the course of that night, and of the 
26th, they collected their whole army in front of our position at Guinaldo ; 
and not deeming it expedient to stand their attack in that position, 1 re- 
tired about 3 leagues, and on the 27th formed the army as follows : viz., 
the 5th division on the right, at Aldea Velha ; the 4th, and light dragoons, 
and Major Gen. Alten’s cavalry, at the convent of Sacaparte, in front of 
Alfaiates ; the 3d and 7th divisions in second line, behind Alfaiatcs ; and 
Lieut. Gen. Graham’s corps on the left at Bismula, having their advanced 
guard beyond the V illar Maior river ; and Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton’s 
cavalry near Alfaiates, on the left of the 4ih division, and having Gen. Pack’s 
and Gen. McMahon’s brigades at Rebolosa, on their left. The piquets of 
the cavalry were in front of Aldea da Ponte, beyond the Villar Maior 
river ; and those of Gen. Alten’s brigade beyond the same river, towards 
Furcalhos. 

It had been the enemy’s intention to turn the left of the position of Gui- 
naldo by moving a column into the valley of the Upper Azava, and thence 
ascending the heights in the rear of the position by Castillejos ; and from 
this column they detached a division of infantry and 14 squadrons of 
cavaliy to follow our retreat by Albergueria, and another body of the some 
strength followed us by Furcalhos. Tlie former attacked the piquets of 
the cavalry at Aldea da Ponte, and drove them in ; ddd they pushed on 
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nearly as far as Alfaiates. I then made Gen. Pakenham attack them with 
his brigade of the 4th division, supported by Lieut. Gen. the Hon. G. L. 
Cole, and the 4th division, and by Sir S. Cotton’s cavalry ; and the enemy 
were driven through Aldea da Ponte, back upon Albergueria, and the 
piquets of the cavalry resumed their station. 

But the enemy having been reinforced by the troops which mardied 
from Furcalhos, again advanced about sunset and drove in the piquets of 
the cavalry from Aldea da Ponte, and took possession of the village. 

Lieut. Gen. Cole again attacked them with a part of Gen. Pakenham’s 
brigade, and drove them through the village ; but night having come on, 
and as Gen. Pakenham was not certain what was passing on his flanks, or 
of the numbers of the enemy, and he knew that the army were to fall 
back still farther, he evacuated the village, which the enemy occupied, 
and held during the night. 

On the 28th, I formed the army on the heights behind Soito; having 
the Serra de Meras on their right, and the left at Rendo, on the Coa; 
about a league in rear of the position which they bad occupied on the 21th. 
The enemy also retired from Aldea da Ponte, and had their advanced posts 
at Albcrgueria ; and as it appears that they are about to retire from this 
part of the country, and as we have already had some bad weather, and 
may expect more at the period of the equinoctial gales, I propose to canton 
the troops in the nearest villages to the position which they occupied 
yesterday. 

1 can’t conclude this report of the occurrences of the last* week, without 
expressing to your Lordship my admiration of the conduct of the troops 
engaged in the affairs of the 25th inst. The conduct of the 2d batt. 5th 
regt., commanded by Major Ridge, in particular, affords a memorable 
example of what the steadiness and discipline of the troops, and their con- 
fidence in their officers, can effect in the most difficult and trying situa- 
tions. The conduct of the 17th regt., under the command of Lieut. Col. 
Bromhead, was equally good ; and 1 have never seen a more determined 
attack than was made by the whole of the enemy’s cavalry, with every 
advantage of the assistance of a superior artillery, and repulsed by these 
2 weak battalions. I must not omit also to report the good conduct, on 
the same occasion, of the 21st Portuguese regt., under the command of 
Col. Bacellar, and of Major Arentschildt’s artillery. The Portuguese in- 
fantry were not actually charged, but were repeatedly threatened, and 
they showed the utmost steadiness and discipline, both in the mode in 
which they prepared to receive the enemy, and in all the movements of a 
retreat made over 6 miles of plain in front of a superior cavalry and artil- 
lery. The Portuguese artillerymen were cut down at their guns, which 
were for a moment in the enemy’s possession. 

The infantry upon this occasion were under the command of Major 
Gen. the Hon. C. Colville; Lieut. Gen. Picton having remained with the 
troops at El Bodon ; and the conduct of Major Gen. Colville was beyond 

all praise. . v v i 

Your Lordship will have observed by the details of the action which 1 

hare given you, how much reason I had to be satisfied with the induct 
of the let hussars and 1 1th light dragoons of Major Gen. Alien s brigade. 
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Hiere were not more tihan 3 squadroni of the 2 regimenta on the ground, 
this brigade having for tome time fumithed the cavalry for the outpotta 
of the army, and they charged the enemy’s cavalry repeatedly ; and not- 
withstanding the superiority of the latter, the post would have been main- 
tained if I had not preferred abandoning it to risking the loss of these 
brave men by continuing the unequal contest under additional disadvan- 
tages, in consequence of the immediate entry of 14 battalions of infantry 
''into die action, before the support which I had ordered up could arrive. 
Major Gen. Alten, and Lieut. Cols. Gumming and Arentschildt, and the 
officers of these regiments, particularly distinguished themselves upon 
this occasion. I have also to mention that the Adj. Gen., Major Gen. the 
Hon. G. Stewart, being upon the field, gave his assistance as an officer of 
cavalry with his usual gallantry. 

In the affair of the 21th, at Aldea da Ponte, Brig. Gen. Pakenham and 
the troops of^e 4th division, under the orders of Lieut. Gen. the Hon. 
G. L. Cole, likewise conducted themselves remarkably well. 

< H. S. H. the Hereditary Prince of Orange accompanied me during 
the operations which I have detailed to your Lordship, and was for the 
first time in fire ; and he conducted himself with a spirit and intelligence 
which afford a hope that he will become an ornament to his profession. 

The enemy having collected for the object of relieving Ciudad Rodrigo 
the army of the north, which were withdrawn from the attack they had 
commenced on Gen. Abadia in Galicia, in which are included 22 batta- 
lions of the Imperial Guard, and Gen. Souham’s division of infantry, com- 
posed of troops recently arrived in Spain from the army of Naples, and 
now drawn from the frontier of Navarre, where they had been employed 
in operations against Mina, together with 5 divisions and all the cavalry 
of the army called * de Portugal^ composing altogether an army of not 
less than 60,000 men, of which 6000 were cavalry, with 12.'> pieces of artil- 
lery, I could not pretend to maintain the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, nor 
could any effort which 1 could make prevent or materially impede the 
collection of the supplies or the march of the convoy for the relief of that 
place. I did all that I could expect to effect without incurring the risk 
of great loss for no object ; and as the reports as usual were so various in 
regard to the enemy’s real strength, it was necessary that I should see 
their army in order that the people of this country might be convinced that 
to raise the blockade was a measure of necessity, and that the momentary 
relief of Galicia, and of Mina, were the only objects which it was in my 
power immediately to effect.* 

I have had no reports from the north since I addressed your Lordship 
last, nor from the south of Spain. 

Gen. Girard had collected at Merida a small body of troops, I believe 
with the intention of making an incursion into Portugal, under the notion 
that I bad withdrawn Lieut. Gen. Hill’s coups from the Alentejo, for the 
purpose of maintaining the blockade of Giudad Rodrigo ; but I imagine 
that he will break up this collection again, as soon as he shall hear that 
Gen. JHill is at Portalegre. 

P.S. 1 enclose a return of the killed and wounded on the 25th and 
21th inst 


* See Appendix, No. XL 
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Return of the killed, wounded, and mieelug, in on aflair with the eoeny on the heighta 
of El Bodon on the 2l5(h, and near Aldea da Ponte on the 27th Sej^. 1811. 



Qffioen. 

1 

Ph 

1 

oi 

1 

Total lots of ofHceii, 
non - oommiieioned 
officen^ond R.ftF. 

Killed 

1 

1 

tt 

40 

40 

43 

Wounded • • • . 

16 

13 

156 

63 

185 

Mining . . » • • 

— 

1 

33 

9 

• 34 


The A.G. to Majvr Gen. Ptacoeke^ LiAon, ^ 3Ql|^ept 181 1. 

In reply to vour letter and enclosure herewith returned from Brig. Gen. Blunt, 

I am to acquaint you that the Commander of the Forces will not order Mr. — 
to be tried on charges so loose and general as those made out by Gen. Blunt. 
The Brig. Gen. must specify the act or acts in the charge on which he founds the 
prosecution, and the time and place where the crime was committed, it being en- 
tirely inconsistent with the Articles of War to bring an officer to trial on such 
general accusations as are contained in the 1st and 3d of tlie charges enclosed. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Ricboto, lit Oct. 1611. 

I received your letter of the 20th« and I am happy to find that you are 
60 well. 

The Portuguese commissariat must feed the militia wherever they can. 
If they cannot feed them our Commissaries will, but the Portuguese govern- 
ment shall pay the expense. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Richoso^ 1st Oct 1811. 

I have received your letter. No. 4, of the 19th Sept. I request you to 
send me either the originals, or accurate copies, of all the letters and 
papers which may be intercepted from the enemy. 

1 concur with you in the expediency of supplying the chiefs of guer- 
rilla corps with mountain artillery. I supplied Don J. Sanchez with the 
only guns of this description that 1 had, which he unfortunately lost ; but 
they were very useful to him. 

1 concur entirely in your opinion regarding the inexpediency of raising 
corps of deserters from the French army. They will be worse Uian use- 
less to Gen. Abadia. They will desert and convey intelligence to .the 
enemy, probably at critical moments, when the enemy could not otherwise 
obtain any ; and they will augment the evils resulting from the disor- 
ganized state of the military force. 

I beg you will inform Gen. Abadia that I had it not in my power to 
prevent the enemy from throwing a supply of provisions into Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 1 delay^ them, however, as long as 1 could ; and they were 
induced to cross the Agueda with their whole army, in hopes that 1 should 
wait to be attacked in a bad position at Fuente Guiiialdo. They wididrew 
from this part of the country only yesterday ; the army of the north taking 
the road to Salamanca, and the * Armit de PariugaV the road of Banoa and 
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Plasencia. It u said that the former are going to Valladolid, which I 
should think not unlikely, with a view to collect supplies. 

We had two partial actions with them, one on the 25th, and one on the 
2lth Sept. ; on both which occasions our troops behaved remarkably well, 
and manifestly showed their superiority. 

Although the army of the north may now go to Valladolid, it is certain 
that their intention is to endeavor to obtain possession of Galicia. As soon 
as I shall learn that these two armies are separated decidedly, I shall com- 
mence some operation which will, if possible, bring them upon me again ; 
and I shall in this manner do every thing in my power to create a diversion 
in favor of Gen. Abadia, and give him time to form Lis army. 

I have enclosed your observations on Valenqa to Marshal Sir W. Beres- 
ford. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Richoio, let Oct 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 28th Sept, and I shall consider of 
Dom M. Forjaz’s plan for transport. From the first appearance of it, 
however, I am decidedly against it. 

I forward a note and its enclosure which 1 have received from Col. Grant, 
who is prisoner at Plasencia, regarding the Marquez de Ponte de Lima and 
the Marquez de Valen^a. Let me know what the government wish that I 
should do respecting these noblemen. 

Gordon says that Pamplona’s aide de camp told him that he wished to 
come in, and he thought he said Gen. Pamplona likewise. Gordon says 
that he answered him that he knew nothing about the mode in which he 
would be received ; and that all the information he could give him was, 
that Mascarenhas had been hanged, and the Conde de Sabugal acquitted. 

P.S. The French retired yesterday from Ciudad Rodrigo. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Richoio, lit Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dispatch (No. 49), 
regarding a plan proposed by Brig. Gen. Carroll for raising 7500 men in 
the Spanish service, to be called the Irish brigade. 

I beg to refer your Lordship to my dispatch of tlie 15th Dec. 1810, 
regarding the means which the regiments of this army possess of affording 
oflScers to assist Brig. Gen. Carroll. Since that dispatch was written, the 
officers of the British army have been so sickly, that there are with the 
regiments not sufficient numbers to do the duty, particularly of those regi- 
ments recently arrived in this country. 

I have in store at Lisbon some arms, but no accoutrements or clothing, 
or necessaries. Excepting in arms, therefore, it is impossible for me to 
give to Brig. Gen. Carroll the assistance which he requires. In referring 
to my dispatch of the 15th Dec., I beg your Lordship to advert to the 
opinions it contains regarding the policy bf giving assistance of the de- 
scription required by Gen. Carroll to raise corps in Spain. 

Col. Downie, and particularly Gen. Carroll, are more fit to command 
corjis than many, or perhaps than any, of the officers to be found in the 
Spanish service ; and 1 conceive that the British government cannot apply 
their resources allotted for the support of the causeMn Bpain better than 
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by supplying arms, clothing, accoutrements, and necessaries for the troops 
to be raised and commanded by those officers. I have no doubt that they 
will make as good use of this assistance as it is possible to make, and that 
the result will be as benehcial to the cause as it has been under any other 
mode of distributing this description of assistance. But I beg to observe 
to your Lordship, that when a number of soldiers have been raised, armed, 
and accoutred, and even disciplined, but half the business to be done, in 
order to derive any effectual service from them, is effected. Means must 
be found of paying and supporting them, at least of supporting them while^ 
engaged in operations against the enemy in the field ; and, till these meana 
are found, the other expense incurred cannot produce much of tho benefit 
expected from it. The employment of British officert would make no 
difference in this respect. The corps of troops to which they should be 
attached would be better disciplined possibly ; but it would be equally 
useless as a military body in large operations ; and indeed it is doubtful 
whether these officers could attempt to discipline, or even to command 
soldiers neither paid nor fed, even if they were willing to s^^rve without 
pay themselves. 

In whatever way British officers are employed with the Spanish troops, 
the measure will be viewed with jealousy, and will occasion some disgust 
among the national officers. If it should not be completely successful, as 
it appears to me impossible that it should be, unless means of paying and 
feeding the troops are provided, it is certain that the want of success will 
not be concealed, and that it will be attributed to the want of skill in the 
British officers, or to any rather than the real cause. Under these circum- 
stances I recommend it to your Lordship not to allow British officers to 
serve with the Spanish troops, till adequate means of paying and providing 
for those troops, at least when engaged in operations with the enemy, 
shall be found. 

But there is another view of this subject to which I wish to draw your 
Lordship’s attention. When the British officers would enter the Spanish 
service, they would have prejudices and opposition of all descriptions to 
contend with, as well on the part of the soldiers as of the officers of the 
national service. They could perform their duty only by receiving the 
steady support of their own commander, whose character must be of that 
description to command the respect of the Spanish authorities. If their 
commander should omit, or should not be able to support them in their 
exertions and their authority, they must fail. 

I must also observe that British officers require to be kept in order, as 
well as the soldiers under their command, particularly in a foreign service. 
The experience which I have had of their conduct in the Portuguese ser- 
vice, has shown me that there must be an authority, and that a strong one, 
to keep them within due bounds, otherwise they would only disgust the 
soldiers over whom they should be placed, the officers whom they should 
be destined to assist, and the country in whose service they should be 
employed. 

Neither Brig. Gen. Carroll nor Col. Downie are persons of that cha- 
racter in the military profession to be able to protect and support the 
British officers in the performance of their duty in the Spanish service, or 
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to preserve due subordination among themi in relation to the Spanish 
officers and authorities. 

I therefore earnestly recommend to your Lordship not to allow any 
officers of the British army to serve with Gen. Carroll’s corps, under exist- 
ing circumstances. 

To the Sari of Liverpool. Ricbow^ lit Oct. 101 !• 

Adverting to your Lordship’s dispatch of the 3d Sept, regarding the 
grant of medals to the officers of the army, it occurs to me that an im- 
provement might still be made in the system : for instance, many officers 
in the course of service become entitled to 2, or 3, or more medals. In 
my opinion they should receive but one ; but for every additional action 
deemed worthy of the medal, in which any officer having a medal should 
be present, he should be warranted to have the name of that action 
engraved on his medal, and that in that case the fresh medal for that action 
should be given to the officer next in command in the regiment, who was 
present, and distinguished in the action. 


TV A,0. to Ciqv/. — lit Oct. 1311. 

In rraly to your letter of the 18th inst I am to acmiaint you the Commander 
of the Forces » surprised that any British officer should write such a letter as you 
have done on the subject of the complaint at Abrantes. If this communication 
contains your real sentiments, it is not a matter of astonishment there should be 
complaints from that place, and the Commander of the Forces thinks you are en- 
tirely unfit for your situation. When you found a house occupied in which you 
wanted to quarter Capt. — , you ought to have applied to the magistrate or 
the government of the town to have the Intendant removed from the house ; but 

ought on no account to have sufTcred either Mr. or the Assist. Provost Mar- 

shu to be guilty of so gross a military outrage in a garrison as not only to attack, 
but to take off their post and imprison two Portuguese sentries. There is no evi- 
dence whatever that these sentries were posted for the purpose of insulting British 
officers, but the strongest evidence that the British officers and Provost Marshal 
insulted the Portuguese authorities and their sentries. 

This letter is to be entered into the orderly books at the station at Abrantes, 
and it is to be communicated to Governor Lobo, and a proper apology must be 
made for the insult offered to the Portuguese authorities. 

The Commander of the Forces disapproves of the Commandant exercising the 
power of quartering officers, &c., where he pleases. The magistrate at Abrantes 
must do bis own outy, and must ^ve bUIeis for quarters when they are wanted. 
I am again to state the decided disapprobation of the Commander of the Forces 
of your conduct and that of Mr. in this transaction, and his desire that cir- 

cumstances of this nature do not occur again. 

To the Sari of Liverpool. Freneda, 3d Oct. 1811. 

I enclose the last morning state. 

Your Lordship will be concerned to observe the number of sick it 
contains ; but I am happy to say that there is no serious disorder, and 
that that which prevails is principally a return of the Walcheren fever, or 
a disorder of the same description produced among the newly arrived 
troops by previous derangement of their bowels, in consequence of their 
eating unripe fruit, and drinking to excess, on their arrival in this country. 

yesterday saw the 4th dragoon guards. Of 470 men, they could pro- 
duce only 230 mounted ; and these looked more like men come out of the 
hospitals than troops just arrived from England. Thqse men have to take 
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care of the hones of the whole regiment ; and allowing that one man can 
take care of 3 horses, they could not produce in the field for any service 
at this moment above 1 10 men. All the newly arrived regiments of cavalry 
are in nearly the same state. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 2d Oct 181 1. 

Since I addressed you on the 29th Sept., I have learned that the enemy 
retired from Ciudad Rodrigo on the 30th, the army of the north towards 
Salamanca, and it is said Valladolid, and the ^ Armie de PortugaV to- 
wards Banos and Plasencia. 

Girard’s division of the 5th corps, which I informed your Lordship had 


G. O. Rkhoio, Sd Oct. 1811 . 

3. The Commander of the Force* i* detirou* of dnwing the attention of the army to the 
conduct of the 3d batt. Oth and 77th regti. andjthe 31it PurtugueM regt, and Major Arenti- 
childt’f Portugueie artillery, under the command of Major Gen. tlie Hon. C. Colville, and 
of the 1 1th light dragoon* and l*t hii**ar* under Major Qen. V. Alten, in the affair with 
the enemy on the 36th ult. The*e troop* were attacked by between 30 and 40 *quadron* 
of cavalry, with 6 piece* of cannon, *upported by a division conaistiug of 14 battalion* of 
infan^, with cannon. 

4. The Portuguese artillerymen were cut down at their gun* before they quitted them ; 
but the 3d batt. 5th regt. attacked the cavalry which hod taken the gun*, and retook them. 
At the same time the 77th regt were attacked in front by another body of cavalry, upon 
which body they advanced, and repulsed them. 

5. While these action* were performed, Major Gen. Alten** brigade, of which there were 
onlv 3 squadron* on the ground, were engaged on the left, witli number* infinitely superior 
to tnemselve*. These squadron* charged repeatedly, *up|M)rting each oilier, and took above 
30 prisoner* ; and notwithstanding the immense superiority of the enemy, the post would 
have lieeti maintained, if the Commander of the Forces had not ordered the troops to with- 
draw from it, seeing that the action would become still more unequal, as the enemy’s in- 
fantry were likely to be engaged in it^ before the reinforcement ordered to the supiioit of 
the post could arrive. 

6. The troops then retired with the same determined spirit, and in the same good order, 
with which they had maintained their post; the 3d batt 5th regt. and 77 lU in one squuie, 
and the 2l8t Portugueie regt. in another, supported by Major Gen. Alten's cavalry and 
the Portugueie artillery. 'Hie enemy’s cavalry charged three faces of the square of tlie 
British infantry, but were beaten ofl'; and diidiiig, Aum their repeated fruitless efforts, that 
these brave tnxips were not to be broken, they were contented with following fliem at a dis- 
tance^ and with firing upon them with their artillery, till tlie troops joined the remainder 
of the 3d division, and were afterwards supported by a brigade of the 4th division. 
Although the 3 lit Portugueie regt. were not actually charged by the cavalry, their 
steadiness and determination were conspicuous; and the Commander of tlie Forces ob- 
served with pleasure the order and regularity with which they made all their movements, 
and the confidence they showed in their ofiicers. 

7. The Commands of the Fomei has been particular in stating the details of this action 
in the G. O., as, in his opinion, it affords a memorable example of what con be effected by 
steadiness, discipline, ana confidence. It is impossible that any troops con, at any time, 
he exposed to the attack of numbers relatively greater than those which attacked the truoiis 
under Major Gen. Colville and Major Gen. Alteii on the 25th Sept., and the Commander 
of the Forces recommends the conduct of those troops to the particular attention of the 
officers and soldiers of the anny, as an example to be followed in all such circumstances. 

8. The Commander of the Forces considers Major Gen. Alten and Major Gen. Colville, 
and the Commanding officers of the re^ments under their command respectively, vis. Lieut. 
CoL Cumming, Lieut. Col. Arentmhildt, Lieut. Col. Dromhead, Major Ridge, and Col. 
Bacellar of the 3l8t Portugueie regt, and the officers and soldiers under tkieir command, 
to he entitled to his particular thanks ; and he assures them that he has not failed to report 
his sense of their conduct, in the action of the 35th Sept., to those by whom he trusts iiaX 
it will be duly appreciate and recollected. 

9. The Commander of the Forces requests that the General officers commanding divi- 
sions and brigades, and ^ oAoen commanding regiments, will take measures to prevent 
the sdldieii ftom eating the unripe grapes and other fhiit : the old loldien must be aware 
how pemicioni it is to their health ; but those lately arrived are not aware of it, and ha 
begs that maasures may be taken to prevent their getting it. 
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been collected at Merida, has retired from thence, and has again been can- 
toned in the neighbourhood of Zafra. 

I likewise learn that Gen. Foy, who had advanced as far as Zarza la 
Mayor, in the valley of the Alagon, with his own division, and one of the 
army of the centre, has retired towards Plasencia. 

The allied army are cantoned on both sides of the Coa, having their 
advanced posts on towards Ciudad Rodrigo. 

I enclose the copy of a letter of the 1 9 th Sept., which I have received 
from Gen. Abadia, which will show your Lordship the state of affairs in 
that province. 

The last accounts which I have received from Cadiz are of the 14 th, from 
which it appears that Marshal Soult was on his return to the westward. 

Tha A,n. to Hoggy Eaq.y Deputy Intpeetor ofhoapitah. 2(1 Oct. 1811. 

The Commissary Gon. having submitted a letter, of which the enclosed is a 
copy, to tlic Commander of the Forces, 1 am to acquaint you that his Excellency 
approves of the arrangement therein pointed out, and orders have been issued to 
Mr. Kennedy to direct that the same may be carried into eflect. You will be 
pleased to aid this arrangemiuit, and instmclthe medical officer at ('astanheira not 
to send away the spring waggons from thence furtlier back, as has been done of 
late, to the extreme inconvenience of the service. When the sick are moved from 
this station, they must be upon mules or the cars of the country. 

To the Adjutant General of the Forces. Frencda, 3d Oct. 1611. 

Having learned from the enclosed letter from Major Geti. Alex. Camp- 
bell, that Lieut. Col. , of the — regt., intends to lay before tlie Com- 

mander in Chief the circumstances of a com])laint of lus commanding 
officer. Major Gen. Alex. Campbell, which he has lately brought under 
my consideration ; and thinking it probable, from the length of time 
which has elapsed since he announced his intention of making this com- 
plaint, tliat he has either forwarded it, or proposes to forward it direct to 


G. O. PiencclB, 3(1 Oct. isi 1. 

1. The Commander of the Forces refers the General officers commanding divisions and 
brigades, and llie CommaTuling officers of regiments, to the G. O. of the 17th June, 1809, 
11th Aiig. 1810, and 8tli July, 1811, regarding the mode of foraging. 

2. The Commonder of tiie Forces is convinced th.il there is not an officer or soldier in 
the army, who, odvoriiiig to what the peofde of this port of the country suflered from the 
enemy in the summer of 1810, would wish to deprive them of any port of their property 
without paying for it, or to take more from them thau is absolutely necessary fur the maiti- 
tenoiice of the equipment of the army in an efficient state. 

3. The Commander of the Forces trusts that the officers in the several cantonments will 
t.ike care that die orders above referred to are regularly carried into execution, in order that 
the people may receive payment for what is taken from them. 

4. A sense of the interests of the army, combined with feelings for the distresses of the 
people, should prevent all waste of forage or of any other articles, and the Commander of 
the Forces requests the attention of the officers to this point. 

8. The Commander of the Forces has received the orders of the Commander in Chief 
to send to England the 29th regt., the 85th, and the 97th. These regiments have all been 
distinguished since they have belonged to this army, particularly the 29th and 97th, which 
have been with the army so lung. The 29th regt. landed with the army 3 years ago, 
and they have been distinguished in every action thdt has l)een fought in that period ; and 
the Commander of the Forces is happy to add, that the conduct of all these troops has been 
equally regular in their cantonments and camps, as it has been gallant in the field. 

9. Under these circumstances, the Commander of the Forces jiarts with these regiments 

Hith^regret; but the events of the war, and the different actions in which they have been 
engaged, having reduced their numbers^ the only chance of recruiting is to seud them to 
England. > 
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Hie Royal Highness, and that it might be convenient to His Royal High- 
ness to be made acquainted with all that has passed here relative to this 
complaint, I trouble you upon this subject. 

When the garrison of Almeida escaped on tlic morning of the 11th 
May last, I received a report from Major Gen. Campbell, of which 1 

enclose the extract regarding the conduct of Lieut. Col. , stating the 

losses which had been incurred, in consequence of the imprudence of 
Lieut. Col. — in passing the bridge of Barba de Puerco. Upon receiv- 
ing this report, I wrote a letter to Major Gen. Campbell, in wliich 1 
pointed out the evil consequences which had resulted from Lieut. Col. 

*s conduct, and adverted to instances which hod recently occurred of 

similar conduct, wliich had been attended with similar unfortunate results. 

I had intended to circulate copies of this letter to all the divisions of 
the army ; but on tlic night of the day on which 1 wrote it, I received the 
intelligence of Soult’s movement into Estremadura ; and I commenced luy 
journey, in the morning, to that province, which was continued at such a 
rate, that my papers could not keep pace with me. When they arrived 
in Estremadura, 1 was employed in other concerns ; in re-organising the 
divisions which had fought the battle of Albuera, in preparing for the 
siege of Badajoz, &c. &c. ; and the circumstances adverted to in the letter 
to Major Gen. Campbell of the 1 .5th May, had no longer that degree of 
attention from the officers of the army, to render its circulation so bene- 
ficial as it might have been. 

About a fortnight or three weeks after this letter was written, I re- 
ceived the enclosed, of the 24th May, from Ideut. Col. , which only 

tended to prove that his conduct at Barba de Puerco had been as repre- 
sented by Major Gen. Campbell, and 1 therefore returned him no answer. 

I conceive that my letter of the 1 5th May contains no censure upon the 

conduct of Lieut. Col. which was not justified and even rendered 

necessary by the circumstances which had occurred. 

It appears to be quite a novel notion in the military profession, that an 
officer is to commit an imprudence, by which some loss is incurred, and 
more is risked; and that 1, who am responsible for the faults and 
neglects and imprudences of all, shall not be allowed even to notice such 
misconduct. 

I heard no more of this complaint of Lieut. Col. ’s, till the month 

of August, when Major Gen. Campbell issued a division order, of which 
I enclose a copy, on the 9th Aug., in which he noticed the mode in which 
the regiments in Major Gen. Bume’s brigade made their marches, and that 
in which they messed. 

This order drew from Lieut. Col. letters to his commanding 

officer. Major Gen. Campbell, for writing which he was placed in arrest, 
and brought to trial, and convicted of writing improper letters to his 
commanding officer. The proceedings on the trial of Lieut. Col. —— 
are at the office of the Judge Advocate General ; and I enclose a copy 
of the G. O. of the 1st Sept., which contains the reprimand which he 
received. 

Before I ordered that Lieut. Col. might be brought to triid, I 

made an effort to bring him to a sense of the impropriety of his conduct 
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in a private letter which I addressed to him on the ISth Aug., of which 
1 enclose a copy. His Royal Highness will see in the proceedings of the 
General Court Martial the use which Lieut. Col. makes of this letter. 

After the trial was over, I had the correspondence of which I enclose 

copies, with Major Gen. Campbell, on Lieut. Col. *8 wish to go to 

England, as he said, to complain to His Royal Highness of Major Gen. 
Campbell, and to take legal advice in respect to his conduct ; and having 
at length, on the 20th Sept., received his complaints of Major Gen. Camp- 
bell in the prescribed channel, and Major Gen. Campbell’s reply to his 
complaints, of which I enclose a copy, I wrote to Major Gen. Campbell 
the letter upon them, of which I enclose a copy, on the 21st Sept. 

I have only to add to this letter the report which Major Gen. Campbell 
gave me, which he had received from the Brigade Major of Gen. Burne’s 
brigade, of the number of men found straggling from their companies on 
the march on the 9th Aug. ; on which report his order of the 9th Aug. 
was founded. When it is considered that the — th regt. had not 400 
men under arms, it did not appear to me to be unreasonable in Major 
Gen. Campbell to require that they should not have as many as 60, besides 
Major Gen. Bume’s orderlies and guard, marching with the baggage. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 8d Oct. 1811. 

I enclose copies of my last dispatches ; and have no news to give you in 
addition to that they contain. 

The equinoctial rains have begun here. They are probably general ; 
and if so, Abadia is, 1 hope, safe for this winter. But I shall try something 
for him as soon as the weather shall settle. 

To His Excellency C Stuart Freneda, 3d Oct 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th Sept, in which 
you enclosed one from Dom M. Forjaz, and a copy of a proposed Portaria^ 
regarding means of transport. 

It is not in my power, as Commander of the British army, to make an 
advance of £150,000 upon a speculation which has in view to procure 
means of transport for the army, even though I should be convinced that 
it would be successful. I am convinced, however, not only that the pro- 
posed scheme will not produce any good effect, but that it will aggravate 
all the existing evils. 

It is not necessary that I should trouble you with my reasons for enter- 
taining this opinion, as what I have stated above is a sufficient answer to 
the proposition made to me as Commander in Chief of the British army ; 
but if the Portuguese government should think proper to call for my 
opinion on this proposed Portaria^ they shall have it. 

To Hif Excellency C. Shiarf. Freneda, 3d Oct. 1811. 

I enclose a letter of the 28th Sept., fr6m Mr. Barnard, containing a 
complaint of the conduct of the Capitao Mor of Abrantes, in seizing cer- 
tain persons while' employed by him in transporting com for the cavalry. 

When the exception to the laws of the conscription was under dis- 
cussion, I stated to Sir W. Beresford the probable result of leaving per- 
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sons in the employment of the British army at tlic discretion of tlie 
magistrates of Uie country. It was quite certain that, as soon as these 
magistrates should find any persons liable to the laws of the conscription 
actually in the employment of the British army, they would immediately 
seize them, to show their activity, and in hopes that by our subsequent 
interference these people might be released. 

The recent occurrence at Abrantes is a practieal example of this con- 
duct. The Capitao Mor had it in his power to seize those persons, as 
recruits for the army, before they quitted Abrantes in the service of the 
British army, but that would not suit his purpose. The men must have 
served, and his activity would not have attracted notice. But by delaying 
the measure he puts the British army, and of course the service of the 
country, to the greatest inconvenience. 

it is absolutely necessary tliat while persons are in the actual service of 
the British army, they should not be seized in this manner. 


The A.G, to Capt. , Cs/onco. 3(1 Oct. 1811. 

In reply to your letter and enclosure from staff surgeon , I am to convey 

to you the Commander of the Forces' most positive directions that none of the 
hick bhall be sent from Celorico to the rear wlm can poh.sibly be kept there. 
Fiom the difficulty of getting back to the army those sent awuy from the advanced 
hospital stations, on slight grounds, it becomes absolutely necessary to impress 
tliese commands of his Excellency most strongly on your mind ; and you will con- 
vey these directions to the statf surgeon at Celorico, who will also receive similar 
instructions from Bep. Inspector Hogg. There will be no difficulty, if the sick are 
too crowded in Celorico, on a communication with tlie A.Q. M. G. of the 1st divi- 
sion, in sending any of the convalescents to the rear, under a proper proportion of 
officers, into any of the villages which the Ist division does not occupy. By clear- 
ing the hospital station in this manner, there cun be no doubt of there being ac- 
commodation at Celorico for the number of sick according to your last return. 


To Lieut. Gen. HilL Frenedo, 4th Oct. 1811. 

I write to let you know that I have received accounts through my 
brother at Cadiz, stating that Soult returned to Seville about tlie 18th of 
last month, bringing with him some of the troops which he had taken to 
the eastward, if not all of them : he was making requisitions fur carriages, 
and it was generally supposed was about returning into Estremadura. 

Inform Gen. Castanos of these circumstances, and if you should have 
reason to think them confirmed, let me know it, and send orders to the 
brigade of the 2d division, and the regiment of Gen. Hamilton's division 
(which are gone to Gastello Branco), and the 2d hussars, to cross the 
Tagus, and join you. 

P.S. Could not you get some man to go to Zafra, and discover for you 
whether the enemy have there any, and what quantity, of heavy artillery ? 


To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, 4th Oct. 1811. 

I enclose the proceedings and sentence of a General Court Martial, 

which I have confirmed, on the trial of privates and ■■ , of tlie 

Koyal Marines, doing duty on shore at Fort S. Julian. 

I beg you to peruse these proceedings ; and as it appears that the pro- 
perty which was taken from the woman was restored, and as it was the 

VOL. V. X 
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first and only complaint which has been made of these troops, I propose, 
if you see no objection, to pardon these two soldiers. 

To Hit Excellency C. Stuart. Frenecla, 4th Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 30th Sept., in which 
you have enclosed one of the 28th from Dom M. Forjaz, in regard to the 
attendance of witnesses upon British Courts Martial. I beg that you will 
inform Dom M. Forjaz, that when a British soldier is accused of an offence 
against the laws of Portugal, I have no means of punishing him, excepting 
by giving him over to the Portuguese tribunals for trial, or by bringing 
him to trial before a Court Martial. 

If the Portuguese government desire it, offenders of this description 
shall be given over to the Portuguese tribunals ; but from what I have 
seen of the proceedings of these tribunals, T am afraid that they will not 
be punished, excepting by confinement in a miserable prison, without trial, 
and that you will be obliged to interfere in their favor, as His Majesty’s 
subjects, in order to soften the rigor, alleviate the miseries, or abridge Ae 
duration of their confinement. 

If offenders of this description are to be tried by Court Martial, the 
Court must by law have the best evidence of the case which circumstances 
will admit. The law of England prefers vivri voce testimony to all other ; 
and if that can be got, and is not produced, the Court will acquit the 
prisoner. On this account I am always obliged to require the attendance 
of witnesses on the Courts Martial. 

It would be impossible to assemble a Court Martial at Leiria, for in- 
stance, or in every place in which a British soldier should be accused of 
an offence. All that can be done is to assemble a General Court Martial 
at head quarters, and to summon the witnesses of a fact which is the sub- 
ject of complaint, to attend and give their testimony viva voce ; and if they 
will not or cannot attend, 1 am sorry to say that it is not in my power to 
punish. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Freneda, 5th Oct. 1811. 

Let me know what orders you have given respecting the disposal of 
the remount horses recently arrived at Lisbon. 

I wish to have the 2d hussars mounted as soon as possible, and that the 
3d squadron of the 9th light dragoons should join their corps. 

P.S. Gen. Le Marchant having arrived at the army, the 4th dragoon 
guards had better be left under his command. 

To Hii Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 5th Oct 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a list of the stages at which mules ought to 
be kept, for the purposes of the ordinafry communication between the 
frontier and Lisbon, and a statement of the number of mules to be kept 
at each stage. The same number of mules have been at all times kept at 
thd same stages, by the Portuguese post office. 

I likewise enclose a list of stages, and a statement of the number of 
mules to be kept at each stage, which are necessaiy^ for the communica- 
tions of the army, and where mules have not been usually kept; and as 
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they will be placed there for the convenience of the army, I propose to 
pay their expense from the military chest 


The A.G, to lAout, CoL — — , commff, a brigade in the fith Oct* 1811. 

A complaint having been received by the Commissary Gen. from the Aseiat. 
Commissary Gen. at Castello Branco, that certain mules laden with stores from 
PedrogSo for that place were violently seized upon by you and forced from under 
the Commissary’s protection and left in the village of S. Miguel, the mules pro- 
ceeding empty to Costello Branco, I am directed to acquaint you of the extreme 
impropriety of your interfering in any manner in the regular conducting of the 
conimiss<iriat duties by the officers of that department. 'I’lie Acting Assist. Com- 
missary also alleges that he has been threatened with arrest, and impediments 
thrown in the way of his executing his duties. 1 request you will report to me on 
these circumstances for further consideration. 

To Major Gen. Alex. Campliell. Freueda, 6lh Oct. 1811. 

1 am very sorry to hear that you are unwell, particularly as I had put 

you on a Court Martial to try for an act of insanity. If you 

arc not well enough to sit on tlie Court Martial, let me know it, and 1 
will order Hulse for the duly. 

I have been very well during the late hiistle. Pray let me hear how you are. 

P.S. I have written to tlie Adj. Gen. a detail of *s concerns, 

which I should wish you to see before it goes. I’ll send it to you, if you 
can’t come here before Wednesday. 

To Gen. Bacellor. Frenedo, 6tli Ocl. 1811. 

It is absolutely necessary that there should be a sufficient number of 
workmen and artificers at Almeida to complete the works at that place, 
and that there should be a guard of militia with the heavy train. You 
will make such dispositions as you may think proper for these purposes, 
but it is really time that a work, which was ordered above two months 
ago, should at length be seriously commenced. 

The enemy have retired from this neighbourhood, and it is necessary 
that the Conde de Amarante should observe their movements to the north- 
ward. If he should find that they are about to attack Gen. Abadia in 


G. O. Freneda, 5tli Oct. 1811. 

* « « * 4 > * 

3. The Commander of the Forces observes, however, from the penisal of the proceedings 
of the General Court Martial, that his orders regarding the removal of sick men from the 
regiments to the general hospital have not been carried into execution by the regiments in 
the — division of Infantry. 

4. When a soldier is so sick that he cannot march, he should invariably be sent to 
the general hospital, fijr which there are always means of transport by the daily conimu- 
nicatiofis with the Commissariat stores in the rear. If the sick are kept with the regimenti^ 
contrary to these orders repeatedly issued, and tlie regiment should receive an order to 
move upon a short notice, either the sick must lie left behind, or the whole busiueas of ^ 
Commissariat must be deranged, by pressing means of transport, and applying those in- 
tended to supply the consumption of the troops, to carry sick soldiers on the inarch with 
tlieir regiments who ought to have been sent to the hospit^ long before. 

6. In this case it was necessary to press the mules attached to supply the consumption 
of the I3(h light dragoons, to carry the sick detained with the regiments of infantry con- 
trary to orders; and the I3th light dragoons and other troops, even some of these very same 
sick soldiers being at Monforte, had consequently no bread for 2 days. 

6. The Commander of the Forces requests the attention of the Commanding officers of 
regiments to this tnlnect, and they will see the inconvenience and derangement which are 
the consequences of ffisobedience of ordeit. 

x2 
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Galicia, he will put his corps of observation at Braganza, or at Chaves, 
and he will endeavor, without risking his infantry beyond the frontier, to 
divert their attention from Gen. Abadia by light movements of his cavalry, 
and by tlireatening their communications. 

To Hit Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 6tli Oct 1811. 

1 liave received your letter. I have not leisure to read Senhor 
- - -^s works, nor have I inclination to contend with him, whether he 
or my officers have the merit of the plans by which Lisbon and the 
country were saved from the enemy. 

I think that 1 have reason to complain of Senhor ’s plans and 

memoirs as having misled me, and occasioned inconveniences and ex- 
penses which would not have been incurred, if I had not had them in my 
hands. I am not desirous of making any complaint of Senhor — , and 
1 give him credit for being a good draftsman, and for having taken some 
pains to acquire information in the country, which was the object of our 
researches ; but it would be just as possible to discover the longitude in 
his papers and plans, as that degree of accuracy and information on which 
alone any good system could be founded. 

If Senhor wants a reward for his plan and memoir, I have no 

objection to his getting it, and 1 shall be silent, or even recommend it ; 
but if he pretends to have any thing to say to what has been done by our 
officers, 1 must expose his ignorance, and the negligence with which he 
made his survey and report, and the consequences which would have 
resulted by attending to cither, whatever trouble such exposition may 
cost me. 

I can only tell you that I reconnaitred the ground in October, and de- 
pended for some facts upon his report, and formed my plans accordingly. 
Afterwards Fletcher and our engineers found that these facts were repre- 
sented erroneously ; and I was obliged to travel again to Lisbon in F eb- 
ruary, 1810, and to alter the whole plan, and to undo all that had been 

done, in consequence of the erroneous information in ’s memoir. 

You know that 1 was at Lisbon in February, 1810, as you followed me to 
Thomar ; and that was tlie reason of the journey. From this statement, 
which refers only to one point, you will judge of ’s merits. 

The A,G. to Major Gen, Long. 6th Oct 1811. 

The Dep. Judge Advocate being absent from head quarters on account of sickness, 
the Commander of the Forces has considered your letter of the 4th inst. and enclo- 
sure. There is no doubt of the right of a prosecutor to alter liis charges, or bring 
fresh charges in any stage of the proceedings ; and the Court must proceed on the 
trial of those charges, if the Commander in Chief orders them to do so. 1 have been 
directed by his Excellent to sign Lieut. CoJ. — 's 5th additional charge, and 
it is herewith enclosed ; but it is to be understood that if that charge has been 
framed with a view to meet a particular description of evidence already before the 
Court, or the opinlonB of certain members which have casually been disclosed, the 
Court are not to proceed on the trial of Lieut. — on the 5tli charge, for, if the 
Commander of the Forces were certain tliat such evidence had been given, or that 
such opinions bad been casually disclosed, he would not have ordered the Court to 
try Lieut. on this charge. ' 

It appears to the Commander of the Forces that there 'is not much foundation 
for the distinction between 'the 3d and 5th charges, or for that which relates to 
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the period at which the injury to the eervice sliould arise. An officer is charged 
with a crime, and every military crime with which an officer can be charged is 
founded upon its tendency to injure the service, either immediately or remotely. 
This officer is charged with injuring the service by taking away with him the 
money belonging to a company in his regiment. The questions for the considera- 
tion of the Court would appear to be : Ist; whether he committed the fact: 2dly; 
whether he did it with bad intentions, of which the evidence would be admissible 
and good, that he withheld the money after he had had opportunities of restoring 
it, even though those opportunities occurred after he had been put in arrest, and 
the charges had been given in against him. The Court will see the truth of this 
reasoning forcibly by supposing the words ‘ injuring the service’ omitted in the 
3d charge, which they might as well have been, as these words imply only the 

com^equenccs of the fact with which Lieut. is charged, and on which his 

guilt or innocence on this head of charge will turn. 

To Senhor Jot^ Clement! Pereira. Freiieda, 7tb Oct. 1811. 

I received by the bearer your two letters of the 4th, from Canaveral. I 
beg that you will acquaint the two gentlemen, to whom one of your 
letters relates, that in consequence of a communication of their wishes to 
me through another channel, I have applied to the Portuguese government 
ill their favor. I expect the answer at every moment, and as soon as it 
tihall arrive, 1 will send it to them through you. 

P.S. I enclose letters for tliosc two gentlemen, but they shall hear from 
me again as soon as 1 receive a letter respecting them from the govern- 
ment. 

To Lient. Gon. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Freneda, 7lli Oct. 1811. 

1 understand that the greatest number of the dismounted men of the 2d 
hussars are at Lisbon, with their appointments ; and if they arc to receive 
the horses of the 12th and Oih, they should he ordered to some station 
with their appointments, to which station the horses of the 12th and 9lh 
should he ordered likewise. 

G. O. Frenrda, 7tli Oct. 1811. 

1. Tlie veterinary surgeons and farriers of all regiments of cavalry are to be entitled, 
from the date of the landing of their regiments in Portugal, to the allowaijce granted to 
veteiiiiary surgeons and farriers by the G. O. of the 15tli July, 1809, No. 1 ; and pay- 
masters of regiments will receive their allowances at the end of every month, from the Assisi. 
Com. Gen. att.iched to their regiments respectively, instead of their being paid by a wai- 
raiit from the Commander of the Forces. 

2. The Commander of the Forces request that the General officers commanding divisions 
will take the u))]X)rtuuity of the fine weather of the jiresent moment to exercise the troo]» 
under their command respectively, acconiuig to his former directions. 

3. It would tend materially to improve the health of the troops, and would keep them 
in the habit of marciiing, if, brides the exercbe, they were to march a few miles outne road 
once or twice a week. 

4. A working party, consisting of 200 R. and F. of British troops, and 200 R. and 
F. of Portuguese trooiis, with officers and non-commissioned officers in jiroportioii, of the 
6th division, are to ]iroceed to-monow moniiug to Almeida, to he employed on the works 
of that place. The parly ore to take their arms, &c. with them, and the (iotrimissaries of 
die 6th division will take measures to supply them with provisions. This party are to work 
on the 9lh, 10th, llth, and 12th, on which lost day a similaT party are to he sent to relieve 
them, and they are to return to their quarters on the 13tb,aucl the relieving {larty will like- 
wise be reliev^ after 4 days’ work. 

6. These men are to receive working money at the rate allowed to the soldiers of the 
several nations ; and this working money is to be paid to the officers before the men march 
away, after being relieved by the officer of engineers under whom they shall be employed. 

6. Such of the party as are bricklayers or stonemasons will be employed os artiticcTi^ 
and will receive double pay. 

7. It if to be clearly understood, however, that those who do not work will get no pay;. 
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In regard to the transfer of horses from one regiment to another, wc 
must go hy some general rule ; and 1 shall be obliged to you if you will 
make an official report of all your proceedings on this subject, as I must 
report on them to the Horse Guards. The general rule which 1 would 
lay down is, that every regiment shall have one tenth of the number of its 
rank and file dismounted. Afterwards, if you find a regiment very 
sickly, you may dismount more if you think proper, and transfer the 
horses to other regiments whose men are more healthy ; but 1 wish you 
to begin with the adoption of that general principle. 

The horses which the officers of the cavalry will not take at the price 
stated, must be sold by public auction for the price bid for them. 

I don’t like to weaken the light cavalry in the Alentejo just now, as 
Soult is at Seville, and preparing for some movement. 

P.S. Clinton is sick at Lisbon. 1 should prefer that the desire to join 
his regiment should come from himself, rather than the order from me, 
and I wish you would write to him about it. The Kith, however, will not 
be badly off when they got Lord C. Manners, which is likely before 
Clinton can join. 


A.G, to Brig, Mtyor Olfermann, 7th Oct 1811. 

Ill reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, unless you wish to resign your staff 
appointment, tliorc is no intention of removing you from it, and you need not 
])rocced to lilngland with your regiment, having tlic Commander of the Forces’ 
sunetioii to your remaining as a Brigade Major in this country. 

7%e A,G, to Major Gen, R, Cruvfurdy Light divUion, 7th Oct 1813. 

I am lioiiored with your letter of yesterday’s date and enclosures herewith re- 
turned, which have been liiid before the Commander of the Forces ; and his Excel- 
lency is pleased to concur in Capt. , of tlie — regt., being released from his 

arrest, trusting the impressive lesson which he ims received will prevent a similar 
disobedience of orders on his part in future. 1 am especially directed to inform 

you that every part of 3'our letter to Lieut. Col. meets the fullest approbation 

and concurrence of the Coiinnaiider of the Forces. 

The A,G, to officers commanding at all the hospital stations, ^ 7th Oct. 1811. 

It having been represented that the town of w — , avenues, and 

streets, and unocciipiea houses are in a most filthy staUff* enough to engender dis- 
ease, I have to call your serious attention to this subject, and to refer you to the 
G. O., in which you will see it strongly laid down that all cantonments occupied 
by (he troops are to be kept in the cleanest possible state. There can be no ob- 
jection, under the sanction of the staff surgeon, to employ the convalescents in 
keeping the town, &c., in a decent state ; and you will not only enforce this at 

, but in all the other villages where convalescents from hospital may be 

sent. You will not fail to visit them occasionally yourself, and be certain the 
officers do their duty under you. 1 trust the regularity of the parading of the 
convalescents, &e., and their cleanliness, as well as that of the sick, are attended 
to, agreeably to the standing regulations of the hos])itals, and that the hospitals 
are in the best order. ^ 

To Major Gen. Peacocke* Freneda, 8th Oct. 1811. 

1 have had some conversation with the Q. M. G. regarding the mode 
in which the barracks occupied by the 5th dragoon guards were recently 
given over to the Portuguese barrack department, a\id your orders to 
Capt. Mackenzie, to which I wish to draw your attention* 
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There is no doubt that it is absolutely necessary that a Staff officer 
should attend upon every occasion iti which a regimental officer is to hold 
official intercourse with any of the departments of the Portuguese army, 
particularly if the regiment should recently have arrived in this country. 
I am sorry to say that our officers are too much disposed to treat with con- 
tempt all foreigners ; and 1 liave seldom met with a Portuguese from 
whose story the truth can be discovered, if he should have reason to com- 
plain. It is very proper, therefore, that an officer of the Q. M. G.’s depart- 
ment should superintend the delivery of barracks to the regimental officer 
who receives them, and their restoration to the Portuguese department, ol 
which restoration he should give notice to tlie Portuguese department, as 
he is the person who conveys to the regiment tlieir orders to march, and 
to quit the barracks which they have occupied. So far is necessary. 

But your order, by letter of the 31st Oct., goes to a weekly inspection 
of the barracks in Lisbon and Belem, under the inspection of the officer 
of the Q. M. G.’s department. It is quite impossible that he should really 
execute this duty, and the others required from him ; and if the weekly 
inspection is necessary, it is necessary that it should be made without his 
superintendence, and exposed to all the evils of an intercourse between a 
Portuguese department and a regimental officer, without such superin- 
tendence. 

I conceive, therefore, that it will be better that this weekly inspection 
should not be made, and that the matter should be left as it now is ; viz., 
that the officer of the Q. M. G.’s department should superintend the delivery 
and the restoration of the barracks alone. 

7he A.G, to Major Gen, H, Campbell, brigade of Guards, 8th Oct. 1811. 

Ill reply to your letter of the 0th, orders have been sent long since, so soon in- 
deed as the army was settled, for the recovered men from Celorico to join their 
battalions : this is never omitted the moment it is practicable to carry it into 
effect, but in the late operations it was imposbible to know to what point to order 
recovered men for the purpose of joining their battalions. The Commandant 
is quite correct in stating that he cannot permit men to go from tlic hospital sta- 
tion without an order from licud quarters, it being in his instructions. Capt. Bar- 
row shall he order^^]f|)in, if he has not done so, with the recovered men. I 
will communicate ffii'^lcuu^ of the Commander of the Forces to the military 
Commandant at Celorico r^ative to the convalescents of your brigade whom you 
require to have in the villages occupied by you. The accumulation of sick at 
Celorico these last 10 days is easily accounted for, as all the divisions sent back 
to that ]>lace their sick upon their march, which, contrary to repeated orders, they 
are still in the habit of retaining with the divisions until the last moment ' I en- 
close a return of your sick at the several hospitals. 


To Lieut. Gkn. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Freneda, 9th Oct. 1811. 

1 also thought, at one time, that horses were come out for the 2d 
hussars ; but if you have no official report of it, it can’t be true. 

I agree with you that the 12th ought not to lose any more horses; and 
I leave it to you to give such orders as you may think proper about turn- 
ing some of their horses to grass. 

I don’t think the 9th dragoons ought to have more than 40 dismounted 
men altogether. It appears by your return that they have already 20 
men dismounted, and they might give 20 more horses to the 2d hussars. 
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I shall accordingly desire Murray to order 20 men with their appoint- 
ments of the 2d hussars to come up to Abrantes, and I think it would be 
well to order as many more without their appointments, as would mount 
the effective horses of the regiment. When the sick shall recover, they 
might either go to the depdt at Belem, to wait for horses from England, 
or they might return to their horses, and the men to he now ordered from 
the depdt might return to Lisbon. Let me know how many men would be 
required from Belem according to this scheme, and Murray shall send 
the route. 

How do the 13th stand in respect to men and horses ? Could they give 
any to the 2d hussars ? The 2d hussars have left Pedrogao, and have re- 
turned to the Alentejo. It is necessary to keep Major Gen. Long’s divi- 
sion in strength just at present. 

I was yesterday at Colorico, where, among other irregularities, I saw 
that the soldiers of the cavalry carry to the hospital their com sacks, 
which are filled with baggage on their return. I had one of these sacks, 
belonging to a man of the 16th dragoons, exaTuined, and found that it 
contained his bags, 3 blankets, a jacket, &c., havresack, accoutrements, 
pots, pans, &c. &c. 

It is very reasonable that the soldiers of the cavalry should have means 
given them of carrying to their regiment from ho‘;pit.il their bags, and 
probably their cloaks ; but their accoutrements and clothes they might 
carry themselves on the march, as well as one blanket ; and at all events 
the corn sack, one should think, ought to remain with the horse. "Will 
you check this practice .f* The consequence of it is increased difficulty in 
procuring conveyuiicc to carry those articles which ought to be carried, 
viz., the men’s bags and cloaks. 

I beg you to write to Sir W. Erskine about drafting the horses from 
the 9th, when the men of the 2d hussars shall arrive at Abrantes, respect- 
ing which Murray will apprise you. 

To the Rl. Hon. H. Welleiley. Freneda, 9th Oct. 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 1st, and I now enclose my dis- 
patch of this day. I have no other news far you excepting a general 
report among the French, that Buonaparte left Paris to take the command 
of his army in Germany, on the 12th Sept. This report receives some 
confirmation from a letter which I received by the last mail, from the 
Duke of Brunswick, dated the 10th Sept. ; in which he tells me that that 

G. O. Frnieda, Oth Ort. 1811 . 

1. Surgeon! of regiments will sentl a daily state to the Inspector of Hospitals, at head 
quarters, of the sick of the respective regiments, specifying disorders. 

2. This state to l)e accompanied by a repent stating what men were about to be sent off 
(f> the general hospital, specifying to which of Uie hospitals. 

3. In the present situation of the regiments in the 1st division, they are^ to keep their 
sick with their regiments, and the convalescents belonging to the regiments in the 1st divi- 
sion will be ordered to their regiments. 

C It is necessary to regulate the mode of getting supplies of provisions due from tlie 
Commissariat, either for the hospital, or for the convalescents no longer in hospital, or for sick 
or convalescents about to be removed. The return of the quantity of piqyisions and sup- 
plies of any kind required from a Commissary, should invariably be mode on the day pre- 
ceding that on which they are required, in ord^ that the Commitery may have time to kill 
the meat and make the other preparations for the delivery at on early hour. 
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event was expected, and he wished that liis regiment might be sent to 
England, in order to go to Germany. 

To Hia Excellency C. Stuart. Frenedo, 9tb Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 6th inst. and its 
enclosures, containing a correspondence which you have had with Major 
Gen. Peacocke and with the Sec. of the Portuguese government, regarding 
the arrest and imprisonment of Mr. Borel, the cashier of the Paymaster 
Gen. at Lisbon. 

From this correspondence it appears that Mr. Borcl has been arrested 
and imprisoned without cause assigned, without notice to any British 
authority, contrary to the stipulations of treaty, and to the principles of the 
l(iiance, and even to the common forms of civility, in consequence of 
/'Orders from the Prince Regent in Brazil that certain persons of that name 
should be arrested. I request that you will inform the Portuguese govern- 
ment that if they don’t either give some better reason or more satisfactory 
explanation than that already given for the arrest and imprisonment of 
this person, I shall consider it my duty to order all persons attached to 
the British army to place themselves in security till the orders of the 
Prince Regent of Great Britain and Ireland can be received. 

I am perfectly aware of the consequence of the measure which I shall 
adopt upon this occasion ; of the want of confidence and terror which it 
will create at Lisbon, throughout Portugal, and even throughout the 
Peninsula. But if those under whose immediate directions this violation 
of all the decent forms of civility has been committed don’t tliink it 
necessary to advert to these consequences, there is no reason why I should ; 
and I shall certainly endeavor to prevent these sudden and arbitrary arrests 
of persons confidentially employed by the departments of the British army 
without cause assigned ; and shall make known to the public my reasons 
for the adoption of these measures of precaution and security. 

I beg to be understood as not giving any opinion on tlie cause of the 
arrest of Mr. Borel. This gentleman, equally with otliers in the British 
service who have been arrested and imprisoned, either by the Portuguese 
government with notice to me, or by me in consequence of the desire of 
tlie Portuguese government, may have been guilty of crimes which deserve 
punishment; but I complain of the insult, of the mode in which this 
measure has been carried into execution, to which, as the commanding 
officer of His Majesty’s troops, 1 will not submit 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fretieda, 9th Oct. 1811. 

The army of the north have cantoned along the Duero, having some 
troops at Benavente, and some at Valladolid : they have likewise one divi- 
sion, that of Gen. Souham, at Alba de Tormes, and a stronger garrison than 
usual at Salamanca. 

The division at Alba is probably destined to preserve the communication 
with the ‘ Armie de Portugal^ which have taken up their cantonments 
again about Plasencia. 

Soult arrived at Seville about the 18th of last month, and some pre- 
parations were making there, apparently for a movement into Estrema- 
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dura, by the troops which he brought back with him from Granada. . I 
conclude that his return to Seville and these preparations were occasioned 
by the notion which was generally entertained by the French officers, that 
1 had drawn Lieut. Gen. Hill’s corps out of Alentejo fur the purpose of 
aiding in our design upon Ciudad Rodrigo. 

It is probable, therefore, that the movement will not be made, unless it 
should be necessary with a view to protect the march of a convoy for 
Badajoz, as soon as it shall be found that Lieut. Gen. Hill was still in 
Alentejo, and that the convoy had been introduced into Ciudad Rodrigo. 
1 have also heard this day that Gen. Ballesteros had defeated on the 25th 
Sept., near San Roque, a French division of 3000 men which had been 
sent against him, which renders it more probable that tljere will be no 
reinforcements to the troops in Estremadura. 

The position of our troops for the last two months has undoubtedly 
deranged all the enemy’s plans for the campaign, and they have been able 
to effect nothing, excepting to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, notwithstanding 
that tliey have received very large reinforcements. 1 don’t think it j3ro- 
bable that at present they will undertake any thing of importance, except- 
ing to endeavor to force Ballesteros to embark, which he can always effect, 
having a secure retreat upon Gibraltar. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. Freneda, 9th Oct. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter from Brig. Gen. Trant, 
containing the copy of one which he has received from H. R. 11. the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, stating that His Royal Highness has been pleased to 
confer upon him the order of the Tower and Sword, in the degree of 
Commander. 

I beg that your Lordship will lay these letters before H. R. H. the Prince 
Regent, and that you will request the permission of His Royal Highness for 
Brig. Gen. Trant to accept the honor conferred upon him by H. R. H. the 
Prince Regent of Portugal. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. Freneda, 9th Ocf. 1611. 

I enclose the last morning state. You’ll see that our sick don’t de- 
crease yet; but, excepting the inconvenience of having the men sick 
instead of well, it is not of much importance : very few die, and those 
are generally old Walcheren patients; and 1 believe the sickness is occa- 
sioned entirely by the irregularity of the young troops on their march to 
join the army. By eating the unripe fruit they acquire complaints in 
their stomach and bowels, and then get a slight intermittent fever, from 
which they recover almost immediately. 

I have not entered upon my future plan of operations, because, as long 
as the enemy remain in their present situation, it is impossible for me to 
do any thing, excepting to keep them in a state of inactivity. Indeed our 
army is so sickly, that I con scarcely venture to wish that an opportunity 
should offer of doing any thing. 

7^ j 4.G, to Capt. — , — regt,, Cehrico. ' ^ 9th Oct. 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces is so much dissatisfied at the state of the hospital 
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station at Celorico that an officer has been appointed to relieve you in charge of 
it. On his arrival you will deliver over to nun all correspondence, details, and 
instructions in your possession, and you will proceed to join your regiment. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Fieneda, 10th Oct. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 8th. 

It is difficult to give credit to the accounts which we receive from 
Gen. Castahos of the operations of the enemy's southern armies, as I 
believe he has very little, if any, intelligence on which he can rely ; and 
I know that tlie desire to involve us in operations in Estremadura, with a 
view to cover a certain extent of country, in order to draw provisions 
from it, gains credit for intelligence very little deserving of any, which is 
afterwards communicated to us as true. 

It is not easy to believe that Soult is coming with any force into Estre- 
madura, now that the object which would have brought him there is gone 
by, and that one of his detachments has met with a serious chock by 
Ballesteros, near San Roque, on the 25th of last month. It may be true, 
however, as we know that Buonaparte has ordered that a garrison of 6000 
men should be placed in Badajoz, and it is probable that Soult may find the 
presence of a large body of troops to be necessary, in order to throw into 
the place the supplies which it will require for that number of troops. 

There is likewise another and a larger view of the state of affairs in the 
Peninsula, in which Soult’s presence, and that of a large force in Estre- 
madura, would be expedient. The enemy's plan for the campaign has 
certainly been interrupted, and possibly prevented by our recent opera- 
tions, and it is not unlikely that tliey may be desirous of resuming part 
of it, viz., that part which had for its object the conquest of Galicia. 

In my opinion the army of the north could not venture to invade Ga- 
licia, leaving Castille and the ^ Artneede PortugaV at our mercy, as there 
is no doubt that this army is much stronger than cither the army of the 
north or the ^Armee de Portugal^ and the consequences of such a measure 
might be fatal to the whole French system. The only mode in which the 
invasion of Galicia can be resumed with safety, is for Soult to bring a large 
army into Estremadura, and either alarm us for the safety of the frontier 
of Alentejo, or to be in a situation to join the ^ Amu'e de Portugal* in 
case we should attack them. The former is the plan which the enemy 
would most probably adopt. Or the enemy may have another plan ; they 
may intend to employ the ‘ Armee de Portugal ’ in the execution of that 
part of their plan for the campaign which had the attack of Valencia in 
view; in which case also they would assemble a large corps in Estrema- 
dura, and Soult would come there himself. I have taken this view of the 
enemy’s intentions, in order to render my intention more clear to you ; 
and I shall add to it the certainty I feel that there exists at present no 

G. O. Freneda. 10th Oct. 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has great satisfaction in publishing to the army the 
following extract of a letter, with which H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal has honored 
him, expressing His Royal Highness* approbation of the conduct of the troops during the 
late operation in Portugal : 

‘ I desire you to make knowu to the army liow highly I appreciate their merito and, s^ 
vices, as having, under your command, accomplished tliat happy result with which Divine 
Providence has crowned with glory the arms of the allied nations.' 
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serious intention of making an attack upon any of the Portuguese posses* 
sions, excepting probably the post at Ouguela, or that at Campo Maior. 

If your corps and this army could both be so strong in cavalry as that 
both could venture into the plains, there would be no difficulty in our 
concerns. Unfortunately neither of us is so strong as we ought to be, 
and I can therefore venture upon the little ofTensive which I can under- 
take only in one quarter. If you had cavalry, you certainly have infantry 
in sufficient numbers to beat the 5th corps out of Estremadura ; but your 
cavalry is not sufficiently strong. I think, however, that you are strong 
enough to prevent the 5th corps from doing any thing, even though Soult 
should add to it another division. 

In attempting this, however, you must proceed with great caution, and 
endeavor to have the best intelligence of the force Soult brings with him. 
I recommend to you to canton your troops, as soon as you find that the 
enemy are serious in their advance upon Badajoz, nearly on the ground 
which we occupied with the army in the end of June and beginning of 
July, having one Portuguese and one Britibh brigade, and a brigade of 
Portuguese artillery, and some Portuguese cavalry, cantoned in Camj)o 
Maior, but ready to take post on the heights behind at a short notice, and 
the others at S*" Olay a. Quinta del Obispo, &c. &c. 

If you should find that Soult collects in too great force for you, you 
will retire upon Portalegre, and thence, if you should find it necessary, 
upon Gaviao and Abrantes, sending down our bridge from Villa Vclha. 
It apjMiars to me, however, to be scarcely possible for Soult to bring such 
a force as to be able to attack you at Campo Maior, or to cut off your 
communication at the same time, both witli Elvas and Portalegre ; aiid 
unless he can do that, you have always a secure retreat, and he must give 
up his plan, or full between your corps and the army. 

If Soult should bring a large army int(» Estremadura, with a view to 
enable the Armvc di' Portugal* to co-operate in the invasion of Valencia, 

1 shall reinforce your corps with some infantry, and nearly all the cavalry, 
and I think we shall soon have back again the ^ Armev de Portugal* If 
he should come only to throw provisions into Badajoz, I am afraid that 
we cannot prevent it, under existing circumstances. 

To Hig Excellency C. Shiart Freneda, K)tli Oct. 1811. 

• Having transmitted to Lieut. Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole your letter of the 
9th ult., containing the complaint of an outrage committed at Leiria, by 

2 soldiers of the — regt., with directions to bring these culprits to trial 
when they should join their corps, I have the honor to forward to you, to 
be laid before the Portuguese government, the accompanying letter and 
its enclosure, which I have received from the Lieutenant General, by 
which it appears that the 2 soldiers have been convicted and punished for 
the crime they have committed. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart Freneda, 10th Oct. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 6th. 

I think you had better entirely confine your efforts to the measures re- 
commended in my letters of the 26th March, and of the 8th April. The 
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commissariat and military chest being now in hand, should be carried 
through ; and then we can take up the arsenal and medical establishment. 

I have written to you officially regarding Mr. Borel, and I have written 
to the government to desire to see the Prince’s orders on this subject. 

Whenever we get a sum of money from Cadiz or from England, I 
always desire that a proportion of it may he given to you ; and 1 have 
besides ordered at times that paper money should be given to you. You 
are the best judge at what period to pay these sums to the Portuguese 
government, but 1 would advise you not to pay any more till the military 
chest be established ; and not to pay into the military chest in any one 
month more than £100,000, whatever may be tlie sum in your hands. 

I have omitted telling you that I have recommended to the Portuguese 
government to pay the interest on their paper money from the 1st July 
last, and to call in that now in circulation ; and to issue paper of the same 
numbers and for the same sums as those now in circulation, of a better 
description and not so likely to be forged. These two measures together 
will raise the value of the Portuguese paper so high, as nearly to over- 
come all our financial difiiculties in this country. It will not cost above 
£100,000 every 6 months to pay the interest, and the rise in the value of 
the paper, and the consequent saving in the price of every article pur- 
chased for the army, will more than cover the expense. But I much fear 
that tlie government will not adopt the measure. 


The A,G. to Col. . 10th Oct. 1811. 

I have not failed to lay your memonal, dated the Gth inst., before his Excel- 
lency the Conimaiidor of the Forces, and 1 am directed to uccpiaint you in reply, 
that from the General officers who liave returned to England, and fioin the want 
of more in this army, his Excellency has been induced to give those Colonels, m 
command of brigades, stufi' allowances for the expenses of their situation. '1 lie 
Commander of the Forces does not conceive your jiosition to be the same as 
tliut of an officer in cliurge of a brigade, and desires me to call to your recollection 
both the cases of Col. Murray and Col. Pakenham, who had junior officers to 
themselves, with staff allowances, placed in the coriimund of brigades. Under 
these circumstances it is not in his Excellency's coiitcinplutioii to place you, us 
Colonel, on the staff of this army. 


To His Excellency C. Stuart. Frciieda, 11th Oct. IRll. 

I enclose a letter from Mr. Kennedy, containing various papers from 
Mr. Pratt, Mr. Drake, and Mr. Bcrard, in answer to complaints of .these 
gentlemen by the Portuguese government and commissariat for^ya^dcd to 
me by you on the 12th Sept. 

The perusal of these papers will show you the degree of confusion 
which prevails in the transport department of the army, and the uncer- 
tainty in all our operations which must result from it, and tiie corruption 
of the Portuguese commissariat ; and the tyranny and oppression under 
which the people labor. 

Unless 1 determine at once to move the army down to Lisbon, and thus 
put a stop to our demands for means of transport, it is impossible that 
any orders 1 can give can apply a remedy to these evils. It must be very 
evident to any person who reads these papers with attention, that the 
British Commissaries are not in fault ; indeed, Mr. Pratt has no troops at 
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his command to carry on the war against his adversary the Portuguese 
Commissaiy at Escaroupim ; and the alleged seizure of boats by that 
gentleman was nothing more than the employment of a certain number 
of boats, already in the service of the British government, to perform a 
particular service, viz., to remove sick and wounded men to Lisbon. 
Nothing but the desire to complain could have occasioned any complaint 
against Mr. Drake or Mr. Berard. 

1 have already repeatedly pointed out the only remedy to all these evils. 
It is for the government to enforce their own regulations, by adequate 
punishment of the magistrate who refuses or neglects to issue his warrant 
or order to the owner of a boat or cart, at a particular time and place for 
the service of the army ; and by adequate punishment of the owner of a 
boat or cart, who shall refuse to attend and to continue to attend so long 
as his services sliall be required. 

This is the law and practice in Great Britain and in all parts of the 
world ; it is the practice in those parts of Spain occupied by the enemy, 
and the consequence is that although they don’t pay, tliey never want 
means of transport of all kinds ; and until the Portuguese government 
shall abandon their view of false popularity, and shall protect the people 
over whom they arc placed from the horrible tyranny and oppression 
under which they are laboring, by enforcing their own regulations by 
adequate punishments, the system of embargo^ wdth all its evil conse- 
* quences, including these corruptions, disputes, &c. &c., must be continued, 
or the army must go down to Lisbon. 

To Hii Excellency C. Sluart. Frencda, llHi Ocl. IRll, 

Having caused inquiries to be made regarding the state of the people 
on Uie Coa, with a view to the distribution of the money which you in- 
formed me in your letter of the 27th Sept, last that the committee intended 
to intrust to me to be distributed, some measures have occurred to me 
which it would be expedient that the Portuguese government should adopt 
with a view to the relief of these unfortunate people. 

1st; It is very desirable that the utmost encouragement should be 
given to the transit of provisions as well from Spain into Portugal as 
from one part of Portugal into another ; and that duties on all kinds of 
goods passing in or unto Upper or l^ower Beira should be excused. The 
government will lose but little revenue by this measure, as the army 
being exactly on the frontier, it is impossible that it can be collected ; 
but the existence of the revenue regulations gives an excuse for a system 
of oppression on the part of the Portuguese revenue officers which must 
prevent Spanish dealers from bringing provisions to the Portuguese 
markets. 

2dly ; It is desirable that all duties should be excused on the sale of 
goods in the fairs and markets of Upper and Lower Beira. 

3dly ; It is desirable that the prices of provisions, and indeed of all 
other goods, in all the towns and villages of those provinces should be 
left free, and find their own level. 

By these measures we may hope that the people will Ipwe something 
that they can buy with the money that will be given to them. 
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From what 1 hear, I am much afraid that the distribution of money to 
the Bishops has not been and will not be of much service. The Bishops 
and great convents in Portugal and Spain have always been in the habit 
of distributing provisions daily to the poor ; and the consequence of this 
system is the establishment in the neighbourliood of their palaces and 
convents of a number of idle people of both sexes, who perform no labor, 
and live upon what they thus receive and can procure by begging from 
strangers. 1 understand the Bishops have added the sums sent to them 
respectively by the committee to what they already expended in this 
manner, by which proceeding the relief it affords is hut ]>artial. That 
which would be desirable is, if possible, to aid laborious exertions to 
procure a subsistence, by small advances of money ; and 1 propose to keep 
this principle in view in the distribution of the money intrusted to me, 
by which not only it will subsist those to whom it will be given for a 
longer period, but it may be hoped that the people will resume their 
habits of industry, and that they will soon again be able to provide for 
their own subsistence. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freiieda, iSili Oct 1811. 

I hope you do me the justice to believe that if I had the slightest notion 
of the circumstances under which the sick of the 2d division had been 
detained with their regiments, or that you had had any thing to say to that 
measure, 1 should not have noticed it in the manner I did in the orders 
of the 5th inst. 

The ignorance of their duty of the officers of the army who arc every 
day arriving in this country, and the general inattention and disobedience 
to orders by many of those who have been long here, increase the details 
of the duty to such an extent as to render it almost irn])racticable to carry 
it on ; and owing to this disobedience and neglect, I can depend upon 
nothing, however well regulated and ordered. I have lately, therefore, 
endeavored to correct this inattention by pointing out to officers in G. O. 
its consequences ; and you will observe that tlie G. O. of the 5th, to which 
you refer, does no more than advert to these consequences. I adopt this 
measure very much because 1 am convinced that the disobedience of 
which T complain is not wilful, but is the consequence of inattention, 
and the bad military habits which our officers acquire when they enter 
the service. 


G. O. Freiieda. 13tli Oct. 1811. 

3. The Commander of the Forces begs to call the attention of the Commanding officers 
of regimeuts to the annexed return of b^l cartridges found among the heavy baggage of 
regiments recently transmitted to tlie stores in Great Britain. 

41 * « « * • 

4. The Commanding officers of regiments are invariably directed to send to the Ord- 
nance department all ammunition beyond 60 rounds per man, in tlieir possession, on their 
arrival in this country ; and by the G. O. of the 12th Jon. 1810, No. 4, tliey were directed 
to send to the Ordnance department the ammunition belonging to roldiers sent to the hospital. 
The Commander of the Forces cannot conceive bow ammunition could be found among 
the regimental baggage, if attention hod been paid to the orders ; and he has again to 
lament the continued inconvenience which is the consequence of inattention to what is 
ordered. 

3. It is desirable that the Commanding officers of regiments which have accoutrements 
in the regimental stores at Lisbon, should leave these accoutrements at the disposal of tlie 
officers of those regiments stationed at Lisbon. 
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In this part of the army, even under my own eye, the same thing is 
occurring daily, and is attended by the most disastrous consequences. 
Although we had recently been in expectation for a fortnight of the 
necessity for moving the troops, the sick were left with the regiments, 
contrary to repeated orders ; and they were at last sent to the general 
hospital at Celorico, at the same moment, to the amount of about 2000 : 
the consequence was that the people at the hospital were not prepared to 
receive so many at a time ; and it happened to be bad weather, and above 
50 died in one week, and the others were in a very uncomfortable state : 
to this add, that by keeping the fever cases, as they do, till the fever 
approaches to, or is in, or has passed, the crisis, the danger of death is 
increased by removal ; whereas by removal in an early stage of the dis- 
order, the patient is generally improved. However, all this never occurs 
to these gentlemen, who think of nothing but their regimental conveni- 
ence ; and yet if they witness any of the inconveniences which uniformly 
reaiilt from their own or the disobedience of their brothpr officers, they 
are not the last to cry out ; as for instance, my friend of the — dra- 
goons, in the case of Capt. . 

However, you may depend uj)on it that I had not any the most remote 
intention to advert to you ; and if it will be any satisfaction to you, or 
you wish it on any account, that this should be explained in G. O., I have 
no objection to doing so. 

Tti Vice Adm. ibe Hon. (i. Bcrlkeley. Firneda, 13th Oct 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 8th inst., and I 
think it would he de^-irable to make use of the Atjinconrt to carry to 
England the 29th, Rotli, and 97th regts , with the addition of such trans- 
port tonnage unenij)loyed as may be necessary for the accommodation of 
these regiments. 

I purpose to wiite to the Sec. of State by the next mail, to suggest the 
expediency of sending back the troop ships to the Tagus. 

To His Excellency C. Stuait. Frencda, 13th Oct 1811. 

In answer to your letter of the 9th, I can only assure you that I wrote 
to the government upon the wants of Gen. Pack’s brigade, in consequence 
of his complaints to the Q. M. G., and being determined to bring oflBcially 
under their view every deficiency of this description which occurs. 

1 am inclined to think that the continuance in circulation of the Portu- 
guese paper, if it sliould rise in value, will be a convenience ; and I could 
not now advise that the debt should be funded, but rather tliat the interest 
promised should be paid upon the circulating paper, and that the quantity 
in circulation should not be increased. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Frenedo, iSth Oct. 1811. 

1 am afraid that you did not understand my letter respecting the Mar- 
quez de Ponte de Lima, and the Marquez de Yalen 9 a, as I intended you 
should. 1 intended that you should apply for an answer to the application 
of these two noblemen to be allowed to return to Portugal ; and I men- 
tioned at the same time the application of Pamplona’ft aide de camp to 
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Gordon, which I did not intend should be forwarded to tlie govemiiient, 
but as a matter of information to yourself. 

As the government, however, have answered the applications of the 
Marquez de Valen^a and of the Marquez de I'onte de Lima, with that of 
Pamplona’s aide de camp, it might happen that the latter might be hanged 
by the French if I were to send the copy of the note, which I should wish 
to be able to do to the former. If Valen(;'a and Ponte dc Lima sliould not 
like the answer, which it is probable they would not, they might possibly 
inform against Pamplona’s aide de camp, and there is no reason why they 
should be made acquainted with his secret. 

There appears to me to be a clear distinction between the case of Ponte 
de Lima and Valencia, and that of Pamplona’s aide de camp. 

Ist ; Those noblemen were forced to go to France ; whereas the aide de 
camp went voluntarily, 1 believe, since the restoration. 

2dly ; Those noblemen have never served in any military capacity, and 1 
believe were never in the service. The aide de camp has served in Por- 
tugal, and against his country. 

1 wish, therefore, that the answer of the government should be confined 
to the cases of the Marquez de Valcmja and the Marquez dc Ponte de 
Lima. In regard to the aide de camp, I propose, if possible, to make a 
spy of him, under a promise that, if he gives good intelligence, I will, at 
some time or other^ endeavor to obtain for him a pardon. 


The A.G. to JMajor Gen, . 13lh Oct. 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces has directed me to express his extreme Burprise 
and his regret that after the repeated orders that have been issued to the army, 
any biigade should omit to send in their returns, agreeably to the frequent directions 
tliey have received on this head, especially a brigade under a General officer so 
long in the country a** yourself, and certainly so well acquainted with the rules of 
the service. The enclosed letter will put you in possession of the omission there 
has been in sending the states of the — dragoons and — light dragoons. J am 

sorry to say it is not the first instance that has occurred of Brigade Major *h 

neglect : if that officer is ill and unable to perform his duties, you will be pleased 
to report accordingly; but 1 am especially to inform you, that if the smallest 
delay occurs in the performance of this necessary part of duty in future, the Coin- 

niaiider of the Forces will remove Brigade Major from his situation, as unfit 

for the performance of wliat is required of him. 1 am especially to remark the 
monthly return of the — light dragoons only arrived this morning, and the weekly 
state of the army of the 1st could not be made up until the 11th, for want of the 
states of the Ist from your brigade. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill. Freneda, Htli Oct. 1811, lOJ p.m. 

I have just received your letter of the 13th. I think, upon the whole, 
that you had better not move Col. Byng’s brigade from Niza, unless you 
should have a reason for doing so, which you did not know when you 
wrote to me on the 13th. 

My opinion is, that Marmont has only gone in search of provisions, and 
not to attack Valencia. However, we shall see in a few days, and 1 shall 
determine how to annoy and derange their projects again. 

The A.G. to Major Gen, Alex, Campbell, divinon, 14tli Oct. 181 1. 

The Commander of the Forces having determined that Capt. —— of the — 
regt. is unfit for the situation of Comman&nt at Celorieo, 1 have his Excellency’s 
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directions to desire that a very active, and intelligent and capable officer of the 
same rank may be selected by you from your division, to proceed forthwith to the 
above station, and relieve Capt. — in the duties thereof. It is needless, I am 
sure, to express how very desirable it is to the army at large that the selection 
should be a proper and an advantageous one for the important duties of the hospital 
station. You will be pleased to report to me the name of the officer. He may 

f >rocei‘d forthwith to Celorico, where he will receive further orders, communicating 
hs arrival to Capt. . 


The A,G, lit Majw Cimtttere, commandant, Castanheira. 14th Oct. 1811. 

I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s dale, and you will 
be pleased to convey to Lieut. Berkeley, 43d regt., ttie Commander of the Forces* 
a])probation of the active exertions he has used in his situation since he has liad 
charge of the depot of sick at Castanheira. Had his Excellency the intention of 
permitting subalterns to remain as permanent Commandants at the stations, Lieut. 
Berkeley certainly would not have been removed ; but on many accounts it is 
desirable the Military Commandant should not be under the rank of Captain. 1 
trust Lieut. Berkeley will feel sullieieiit reward for his exertions in the above 
decisive testimony of his Excellency's approbation. 


To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 15th Oct 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 11th. 

I am astonished that, since the British engineers have been employed 
between the Tagus and the sea, the government should have employed any 
officer to make a plan without reference to me ; and I wish that neither 
plan nor memoir liad been sent htune to Lord Wellesley. 

1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will inform Dom M. Forjaz 
of these my sentiments, and that 1 object to the recommendation of Seiibor 
to the Prince R(‘gent, for a work in which he had no share whatever. 

To Lipoi. (tcii. Sir S. Oultuii, Bart. Freneda, 15fh Oct. 1811, 9 a.m. 

I have been turning over in my mind what you stated in a late letter about 
the horses for the officers of the cavalry; and I am very inucli afraid that 
if we don’t take measures to insure to government the ])rice that tliey 
have paid for tlie horses whieli they have sent, the officers of the cavalry 
will not have the advantage of getting horses in this manner in future. 

The horses cost government each ; and 1 have put the price of 

£60 upon each, in order to defray the expense of loss by deaths, &c. It 
is reasonable to suppose that some of tlie horses are worth more than £60, 


G. O. Froneda, 14th Ocl. 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces pardons , niton the rerommeiidation of the General 

Court Martial. He likewise ])arduiis — — , because that soldier told the triitli to tlie 
General Court Martial, aiitl theiehy saved his comrades, who were, hy mistake, charged with 
tlie offence of whicli he has heini convicted. 

5. The Commander of the Forces is coiiceincd, however, to obsetve the commencement 
of tile practice of rolihing houses. The soltlieis must lie aware that the unfortunate inha- 
bitants of this country, having been twice pillaged by tlie enemy, have but few of tlie con- 
veniences, or even the necessaries of life ; and the Commander of the Forces had hojied 
tliat the British soldiers would have endeavored to alleviate rather than aggiavate their 
sufferings. ^ 

r>. Although the circumstances which have apiieared and have occurred at the trial, have 
induced the Court Martial to recoiiimend one of the soldiers convicted, and die Com- 
mander of the Forces tt> pardon both, hedesiits it may be clearly understood tliat he will 
Bjiaie no pains to tliscover and bring (o trial those who may injure tlie inliahitants of tlic 
countVy, and that whatever punishment the Court Martial may sentence shall in every case 
be inflicted. , 
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and others may be worth less, hut they would all run the chance of getting 
the good ; and even the bad, proba'bly (as they are bought by the best 
judge in England), would not be worth less than i^50. 

If they were all taken at £<30 each, 1 think the government would have 
no reason to complain ; but if some arc taken, and others are to remain 
upon my hands, 1 think it but fair that the government should have the 
advantage of a larger price for the better horses, as it will incur the risk 
of receiving a smaller, in a sale by auction, for those not so good. If, 
therefore, the officers of the cavalry will not take the horses, after all the 
pains which it has cost me to get them for them, 1 shall request you to gel 
Lieut. Col. Elley, and two other good judges, to fix a price upon the seve- 
ral horses which will come up ; and the officers who choose to take tlioni 
may have them at the ])rice fixed. Those they don’t choose to take shall 
be sold by public auction ; and, in the mean time, till the period of the 
auction shall be fixed, 1 sliall he obliged to you if you will have the horses 
taken care of. 

I shall request Gen. Graham to show his horses to Lieut. Col. Elley, 
and the officers you will appoint to fix the price of these horses, and they 
shall likewise fix the price which he is to pay for those which he received. 


To Liout. Gen. Sir 8. Cu(f<ni, lUil. Frencda, lOOi Oct. 1811, 5^ p.m. 

I am glad that the plan which I proposed for the horses will answer. In 
fact, Gen. Graham chose only out of the first lot of horses, and not out of 
the whole ; but it is fair that, ha\ing had the choice, he should pay ; and 
the price shall be fixed by Col. Elley, &c., who will, of course, do justice 
between the public and individuals. Tlie payment for the horses shall he 
made easy to them. 

I was convinced that there was a mistake in Mr. Macleod’s return 4»f 
your forage. You sliould not allow your aide do camj) to draw for the 
commissariat mules attached to the cavalry staff ; or if you do, they should 
be separately mentioned, and not called yours. '’I'lie orderlies appear to 
be separately accounted for. 

I enclose you the Commissary Gen.’s note res])ecting the 4th dragoon 
guards. I hope they have not 10 days’ supply of lye br'^ad, or 40 days* 
of bad meat. 

P.S. I see Tweeddale’s hounds are just arrived. 1 hope you will come 
over and take a hunt some day or other, or we will draw your way when 
you like it. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Dart. Freneda, lOtli Oct. 1811, noon. 

1 am concerned to hear that the 4th dragoon guards don’t get better, 
and particularly that their continued sickness should be attributed to that 
extraordinary circumstance in this army, ‘ bad food.* However, that is 
very easily remedied ; and I have spoken to Mr. Kennedy this morning 
both about that and their want of com, and of salt. Col. Sherlock applied 
to keep the Commissary they have. The Commanding officer should 
apply for money if he wants it. The regiments which have long been 
with the army are much in arrear, and those which arrive are generally in 
advance ; but I never refuse to advance to the latter whatever sums they 
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may require on the estimates, for months to which the rest of the arm> 
have not been paid. This is a case that has occurred frequently. 

I have no objection to the quarters of the 4th dragoon guards being 
changed; but I think they are in as healthy a situation as any in the 
country. 

To lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 16th Oct. 1811, 2 p.m. 

I received this morning your letter of the 14th, and I have since seen 
the papers transmitted by Col. OiFeney. I have no doubt but that the 
object of the French is to throw a convoy into Badajoz, which we cannot 
prevent under present circumstances. 

Girard commands only one division of the 5th corps; and we may 
depend upon it that if there were more than one division on this side of 
the Guadiana, besides cavalry, Drouet, who commands the corps, would 
have been with it. 

You have done right to order up the troops from Niza. 

To Vice Adm. die Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, 16th Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12th. 

I am very desirous that the sick should not be removed from Coimbra, 
excepting those belonging to the 29th, 85th, and 97th regts., and such 
men as it may be necessary from time to time to send to England, as 1 
find that it is almost impracticable to get up to the army from Lisbon a 
soldier who has recovered from sickness. 

1 write this day to request the Sec. of State will order the troop ships 
of war to the Tagus, and will send out 12 coppered transports, drawing 
9 or 10 feet water. 


To the Rl. Hon. H. Wellciley. Frenedo, I6th Oct 1811. 

I enclose my dispatch of this date. I have no other news for you, ex- 
cepting that Dr. Curtis, the Rector of the Irish College of Salamanca, 
and the Provider of the Bishopric, both connected with my correspondents 
there, have been arrested by the French, 

We hear that there is hell to pay at Cadiz ; but 1 don’t understand 
about what. 


To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Freneda, 16th Oct. 1811. 

, I am obliged to trouble you again upon the old subject of General 
' officers. 1 was obliged to give Gen. Dunlop leave to go home, and I 
doubt his coming out again ; and he is really a loss. Gen. Sontag is so 
ill as to be obliged to go away, and I imagine will never again be fit for 
service. 

Leith is not come, and we have no ^commanding officer for the 5th 
division ; 1 understand that Houstoun will not return, and there will be 
none for the 7thj and Gen. Campbell’s departure will leave the 6th divi- 
sion without a Commander. We have a brigade or two without officers 
also, in consequence of Beckwith’s continued absence (and we are told 
he will not return), and Mackinnon’s. But these I can manage. 
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I don’t know whom to propose for our divisions. Clinton shall have 
one, either the 5th or 6th; licith, if he comes, another; and I wish I 
could get back Dunlop, or some respectable person, if Houstoun does not 
return, for the 7th. Let me know whether Leith comes or not, and also 
whether Houstoun returns. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, l€th Oct. 181 1. 

There has been no material alteration in the position of the enemy’s 
troops since 1 addressed you last. 

The ‘ Armk de Portugal ’ are cantoned beyond Plasencia, having one 
division at Plasencia, with their advanced posts on the Alagon ; and the 
cavalry on the north side of the mountains which divide Castille from 
Estremadura, about Penaranda. 1 imagine that they communicate with 
the infantry in Estremadura by Congosto and the Puerto del Pico, the 
road through which was repaired by the enemy in the year 1809, after 
the battle of Talavera. 

It is reported that 3 divisions of Guards belonging to the army of the 
north have gone to Valladolid, which, however, requires confirmation. 
The other troops of the army of the north are upon the Tormes. 

I learn from Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, that the enemy are fortifying 
the posts which they occupy in front of the army of Galicia ; from which 
I judge that they have no intention of attempting to penetrate into that 
kingdom during this winter. 

In Lower Estremadura the enemy appear to intend to introduce a con- 
voy into Badajoz, which it is impossible for the allies to attempt to pre- 
vent. With this view, probably, one division of the 5th corps, witli a 
considerable body of cavalry, have crossed the Guadiana at Merida, under 
Gen. Girard ; and the remainder of the corps was l< > the south of that 
river. But 1 understand that Soult remained at Seville. 

1 have received a report tliat Dun J. Sanchez yesterday carried off a 
large proportion of the cattle grazing near Ciudad Rodrigo, and destined 
for the supply of the garrison ; and he made prisoner tlie governor, Gen. 
Renaud, either by surprise, or in consequence of tlie latter having endea- 
vored to save tlie cattle with a very inadequate force. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 16th Oct. 1811. 

Adm. Berkeley has at different times sent to England, either with con- 
voys or to carry troops, all the troop ships of war named in the margin, 
and the Agincourt is now going with the 29th, 85th, and 97 th regts., but 
none of these ships have returned. As it is very desirable that we should 
have the service of tliese ships, particularly during the winter months, 1 
shall be very much obliged to your Lordship if they can be returned. 

It would also be very desirable, and a saving in the hire of craft, if 
there were attached to this army 12 coppered transports, drawing from 
9 to 10 feet water, which could pass the bars of the rivers Mondego and 
Douro. If these could be sent, a proportionate quantity of the tonnage 
detained in the Tagus according to my dispatch of the 21st March might 
he sent home. 
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Tv the Earl of Liverjiool Freneda, l6th Oct. 181 1. 

I oTiclose the last fortnight and weekly states of the British army, and 
the morning state of the allied army of the 13th. 

You will see that we are not much better in respect to the number of 
sick ; but the disorder continues to be of a very mild description. 1 was 
twice last week at the hospital at Celorico, and I saw no bad cases, but 
the numbers are astonishing. In the 4th division there are as many sick, 
absent and present, as there are men fit for duty. The 40th regt, out of 
1419, have only 652 fit for duty ; and the whole number of their recruits, 
recently arrived from England, are in the hospitals. The 77th regt, 
arrived in Portugal 2 months ago, about 800 men, and in the action of 
the 25th Sept, they had 250 11. and F. ; by the return of the 8th, they 
liave 287 fit for duly, and 414 in the hospitals. 

The 2d division, which have been all the summer in the Alentcjo, are, 
and have been, the most healthy of all, notwithstanding they suffered so 
much in the battle of Albuera, which shows how little reliance is to be 
placed on general reports of the unwholesomeness of climates. 

The French have seized Dr. Curtis, of the Irish College, and the Pro- 
vidor of the Bishopric of Salamanca, who are two of the people with 
whom my correspondents there communicate. I suspect that they have 
had orders from Paris to cut us off from all intelligence. 

T«> Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freiieda, 17th Oct. 1811, 11 a.m. 

1 received in the night your letter of the 15th. I concur entirely in 
your giving assistance to Gen. (kstailos, and should approve of your 
adopting a measure which sliould be more effectual, and should drive 
Girard from Cacercs across the Guadiana again, if you think you can do 
it without risking the safely of Campo Maior and Ouguela. It appears 
to me that you are too strong for Girard in every way, if the other divi- 
sion of the 5lh corps have not crossed the Guadiana. 

[f Gen. Castanos, or his troops, enter the Portuguese frontier, our com- 
missariat must provide for them, keeping a regular account of what they 
issue to them, but only as long as they remain within the Portuguese 
frontier. 

The J.G, to Capt. , D,A.A,G, 17th Oct. 1811. 

Your letter of the 16th inst. has been laid before the Commander of the Forces, 
llih Excellency desires me to acquaint you, that as you have expressed a desire to 
witlidraw your resignation, and a wish to remain in the department, he will not 
object to the same. I am, however, especially directed to inform you that it is 
his Excellency’s opinion, that if you are so extremely sensible to censure, it is 
tnucli better you should resign your office, as you may depend upon it that his 
Excellency will never cease to censure when he secs cause. 

There can be no dispute respecting the exertions or delays as to warning evi- 
dence, &c., in the trial of Major — , before the General Court Martial ; and it h 
quite a novel principle that the Commander in Chief, or Adjutant Gen. of an 
army, in censuring neglects, is to look to orderly dragoons or seijeant majors, or 
Adjutants of regiments, and not to the superior officers of the St^. It is the 
most important duty Of the latter to see that the others do what is required of 
them, and to notice any neglect, omission, want of exertion, or delay ; and if this 
duty is not performed satisfactorily in the opinion of those who issue orders, the 
oflicer of the Staff must expect to be censured. Having expressed these senti- 
ments of hih Excellency, I have only to add that, however nmch I felt both the 
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disrespect and impropriety of your manner of expressing yourself to me on the 
evening of the 12tli, I feel pencctly satisfied with the apology you have made. 

TTwA.G, to Lieut, Col, Hookey A,A,G.^ 2d dwieion, 17th Oct. 1811. 

T have received the enclosed letters from the Commandant at Abrontes, and I 
am directed by the Commander of the Forces to suggest, that in future any com- 
munications to tile military stations, of the nature of the enclosed, should be made 
through this olfice, as, although it may occasion a little more delay, it is abso- 
lutely necessary I should he apprised of the removal of officers from any station, 
to be satisfied that they are replaced by such divisions as are entitled to give 
them, which, from the general lios])itnl returns, can best be known here. It is 
quite clear that all commanding ofiicers wibli to have their ofiicors with their bat- 
talions; but it is also evident that, unless the sick and convalescents are looked 
after at the hospitals by officers, indiscipline and disorder will be established. 
«******«« 

From the above detail you will clearly perceive how inconvenient any divisional 
ap])1ication and orders to the general hospitals must be. All representations for- 
warded here will be duly investigated, and the Coinin<uidei of the Forces’ pleasure 
taken upon them ; but the (’ommandants of hospitals must receive tlioir orduib solely 
from head quarters. 

The A,G. to Capt. Aurhmutyy D.A.A.G.^ dtk dwtemn, 17tli Oct. 1811. 

I have to request you will iininediately, upon the receipt of this letter, send an 
officer to report himself at my office, and ho will receive instructions relative to his 
taking charge of K(*iniud, the CJovenior of Ciudad Hodrigo, who, the Com- 

mander of the Forces has directed, will be sent from lienee to-morrow, on his road 
to Lisbon, it will be an object that the dlicer ubo is to be sent to Lisbon on this 
duty should speak French : he will have 2 dragoons us an escort for bis prisoner. 

To Gen. naccllar. Freneda, 18tb Oct. IRll. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 11th Oct., contain- 
ing three qu(3rics from (len. Coiide de Aniarante. 

In answer to the first, I beg you will inform the Conde de Amorante, 
that it is not my intention to prohibit him from passing the frontier in all 
cases, hut, on the contrary, that 1 wislied him to pass the frontier (taking 
care not to risk his infantry) on any occasion on which he should think he 
could make a useful diversion with his cavalry in favor of Gen. Abadia, 
without risking the loss of his cavalry. 

The second question is answered above. 

In answer to the third query, I beg that tlie Conde de Amarantc may 
understand, that the troops under Jiis command are destined principally to 
defend the frontiers of Portugal. lie must not enter upon any operation 
combined with, or joined to the Spaniards, which may remove him from 
the object for which the force under his command is principally destined. 
Under present circumstances it does not appear probable that the enemy 
will attack Gen. Abadia. 

The A.G, to Major Gen, Alex, CampbeUy Gtk division, 18tli Oct. 1811. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to call your attention to the 
neglect of duty on the part of the officers sent with the working party. He has 
received reports that these officers neither attend nor remain with their men. It is 
his Excellency's pleasure, therefore, that a field officer always accompanies the 
working party from the division ; and you will be pleased to apprise tlie officers 
that if the Commander of the Forces has occasion to animadvert again on their 
want of zeal and attention in these essential duties, he will not only do so in public 
orders, but he will report to H. R. H. the Commander in Chief the names and 
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regiments of all officers who do not execute the service as they should, for the purpose 
of their promotion being stopped in their several corns. 

I am also to desire that the di\'isiuii order in wliicn his Excellency understands 
it is stated the seijeaiit's guard there should receive pay be cancelled, as it is his 
Excellency’s pleasure tliat no men receive pay but those who work, and work 
diligently. It is further the Commander of the Forces' order, that there should be 
always a complete relief, and that no masons, or any other artificers, remain beyond 
the rest of the party, over the time which they are directed to work. I am to add 
that the inattention complained of, in the foregoing part of this letter, more im- 
mediately relates to tlie subalterns of the party, as the Captains have been stated to 
be more attentive. 


To Major Gen. Peacocke. Freneda, I9th Oct. 1811. 

This letter will be delivered to you by Gen. Renaud, late governor of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, who is going to Lisbon, on his way to England, as a pri- 
soner of war on his parole. 

I beg leave to recommend him to your attention, and 1 request you to 
take an early opportunity of forwarding him to England, either in a ship 
of war, or a transport, ox the packet ; and that you will desire the Cap- 
tain of the vessel in which he will go, to apprise the Commissioners of 
transports of his arrival as soon as he shall reach any port in England. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 19tb Oct. 1811. 

This letter will be dAivered to you by Gen. Renaud, the late governor 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, who is going to Lisbon, on his way to England. 1 beg 
leave to recommend him to your attentions as long as he may remain at 
Lisbon. 

To Hii Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 20th Oct. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 16th, and I concur in opinion with 
you, that you have done right in resuming your seat at the Regency. 

1 have received a most handsome letter from the Prince in answer to 
mine of the 7th May, upon which I have addressed the Governors of the 
Kingdom. These will go, I hope, by this post, so that I shall not trouble 
you further upon them. 

I have recommended Gen. Renaud, the governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, to 
you ; you will find him a very intelligent fellow. 

To the Governor of Almeida. Freneda, 2l8t Oct. 1811. 

Major Sturgeon, of the Royal Staff corps, being employed by me upon 
the public service, I request that you will let him have from the old car- 
riages, &c., any axletrees or other iron which he may want, b]^s boxes 
from wheels, &c., which he may require ; likewise the use of the grinding 
stones and smith’s forges in Almeida, and a certain quantity of timber for 
the construction of a pile engine, and of a trustle. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 2lBt Oct. 1811. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 17th. It is very obvious to me, 
both from the Prince’s letter and from every thing that has passed, that 
he will not dismiss Principal Sousa ; and the orders w^ich have been lately 
received here, and the promise which the Prince mak^s to receive favor- 
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ably the services of Dom M. Forjaz, render the dismission of the Principal 
an object of less importance. I have therefore taken advantage of the 
receipt of the Prince’s letter, to put an end to the uncomfortable state in 
which I have so long stood in respect to the government. We shall now 
start fresh, and we must endeavor to carry the business on as well as we 
can. The recent orders of the Prince certainly give us great advantages, 
which we have never till now possessed. 

In respect to the military chest, you will he able to judge whether the 
delay to form it by the 1st Nov. is necessary ; whether that necessity has 
been produced by the real magnitude of the concerns of the Junta de 
Viveres^ or by design, or by neglect to settle the accounts of the late Junta 
de Viveres ; or whether the delay is not unnecessary. As far as I can judge 
here, the delay cannot be necessary ; because, whether the Commissary 
Gen. or the Junta de Viveres are to supply the wants of the army, the 
money might as well come from the military chest, as direct from the 
Treasury. However, if you should think the delay necessary, I recom- 
mend to you to be sparing in your issues of money, as there is no reason 
for abandoning any principle on which we have liitherto acted. 

As I wish to put an end to the whole difference between the Portuguese 
government and me, and am not desirous of carrying on the war in Brazil 
when peace has been made in Portugal, 1 beg you not to transmit to 

England my letter on the subject of ’d*^harge against Dom M. 

Forjaz, which is certainly now unnecessary, and would tend only to revive 
old disputes, and that if you have sent it, you will write to Mr. Hamilton to 
request that it may be retained. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will speak to the members of the 
Regency regarding the case of Borel. 1 shall be sorry to commence the 
era of peace by a coup d^etat such as that which 1 had m contemplation 
on this subject. But it must be obvious to the government that the Prince 
did not mean that this person should be arrested ; and even if he did, the 
mode in which the arrest was made was such that I cannot submit to it, 
and 1 must adopt some measures which shall show to the public my sense 
of it. Among friends this is better avoided. 

P.S. Upon referring to my dispatch to you of the 11th Sept., I con- 
ceive that down to the words ‘ neglect and disobedience upon this occasion,’ 
in the third paragraph, might go to England ; the rest of Uie dispatch will 
only tend to revive the dispute. 


The A.G. to Lieut, Col, , — regt.f Utdivuion, 2lBt Oct. 1811. 

I havMaid your letter of the lOlh inst. and enclosure before his Excellency the 
Commander of the Forces, and I am to acquaint you that his Excellency never 
heard any reports of the conduct of the — regt. in the action at Fuentes, except 
to their advantage. The Commander of the Forces reported favorably of their 
conduct to H. 11. H. the Prince Regent, and his Excellency will not allow any 
inquiry to substantiate the truth of a report of the behaviour of a regiment in an 
action in which his Excellency was personally present. 


To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freoeda, 22d Oct 1811, 8 a.m. 

I received your letter of the 20th, last night. I think you had better 
not pass Caceres with your head quarters and main body. When you 
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have driven off Girard, replace the Conde de Penne Villemur at Caceres, 
and bring back again your troops towards the frontier. 

To Col. Goidon, Commissary tti Chief Freiieda, 22d Oct. 1811. 

I received by the last post your letter of the 22d Sept., and I am very 
much obliged to you for what you have done for Mr. Dalrymple. I pro- 
})ose to keep him here, notwithstanding that I am afraid that he will be 
unwilling to stay when Mr. Kennedy goes. This misfortune will happen 
very shortly, but I hope he will return soon, as he promises. I have too 
much reason to complain of Mrs. Kennedy and her sister. 

I am very much obliged to you also for the notice you have taken of 
Campbell, and particularly for allowing him to come to this army. You 
will find him a very zealous, hard working fellow, who will at least do 
his best, lie is the only person who knows any thing about my concerns, 
and I have no time to attend to them myself. He is, besides, very useful 
as a Staff officer, particularly in an affair. 

Au G^'wcral Dumouricz. A Frfenoda, ct* 22 Oct. 1811. 

.J’ai re(ju par la demiere poste la lettreque vousm’avez dcrite le 23 et 24 
Sept., cl vous aurez vu que nos mancBuvres du c6te dc (hudad Rodrigo ont 
attird sur nous tout le monde; que nous avons ssiuve Ic General Abadia ei 
le royaume de Galice ; que les divisions Fran(;aisps, receminent venues du 
royuume de Naples, ont dte amendes des frontieres de la Navarre, oh Mina 
a dtd laissd en libertd de faire cc qu’il a voulu ; el que Soult m6me est re- 
tournd A Seville de son exjiddition k Grenade. .Te n’ai rien pu faire de 
plus, car I’enncmi dtait au moms d’un tiers plus fort quo moi, et les intdr6ts 
qui ddpondent de la conservation dc cette amide sont trop importants pour 
6tre risquds dans un combat indgal, avee une place et une riviere difficile 
a passer, sur le dos. 

Le General Abadia travaille bien cn Galice, et j csperc qu’avant quel’en- 
iiemi puisse Tattaquer, ces arrangemens dans ce royaume Tauront mis hors 
de danger. En attendant, Tarnide Frain^aise du Nord est cantonnde le long 
du Tormes, ayant sn gauche uux montagnes qui sdparent la Castille de 
I’Estrdinadure ; cellc de Portugal a sa droite aux mdmes montagnes, et sa 
gauche sur le Tage ; quelques divisions dtant bien en arriere, mais qui 
communiquent avec celle de Farmde du Nord par le Puerto de Pico. Le 
5™^ corps d’armdc est dans la Basse Estrdinadure, et communique par 
Almaraz avec Farmde de Portugal ; et Soult est k Seville. 

Par les derniers rapports, Suchet avait attaqud le royaume dc Valence, 
que Blake ddfeiidait, je nc suis pas sur avec combieii de monde. Je nc 
pciix pas en attirer sur moi plus que j’en aie ; mais je compte tenter 
quelque chose si je trouve qu’on detachc k I’aide de Suchet. 

Jc suis bien f&chd d’ avoir k vous faire^ savoir que votre prot^gd, St. 
Martin, est mort derniferement k Celorico. Nous avons eu tout lieu de 
nous louer de lui depuis qu’il dtait placd k I’armde Portugaise, et il est 
vraimlent une perte. 


To the Karl ot Liverpool. Frieda, 22d Oct. 1811 

- Since I wrote to you last month, respecting the Portugese government. 
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some circumstances have occurred which have made a material alteration 
in the state of affairs, and would probably alter the opinion of His 
Majesty’s ministers un this subject. 

The Prince Regent of Portugal has written positive orders, to his 
government here, to carry into execution all the suggestions of the British 
authorities in regard to the civil departments of the army ; and they 
have called upon us for our suggestions in detail. I have also received 
a very civil letter from the Prince Regent of Portugal, in answer to one 
which I wrote to him in May last, in which he assures me of his entire con- 
fidence ; and although he declines to remove Principal Sousa from his 
service, he promises his countenance and favor fo Doiu M. de Forjaz, 
as long as he shall conduct himself to my satisfaction ; and he begs me to 
endeavor to put an end to the spirit of party in his government. I have 
taken advantage of this letter to try to reconcile myself with the govern- 
ment, and 1 am in hopes that , under the Prince’s recent orders, I shall be 
able to get on tolerably well, even with the present government. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 22d Oct. 1 81 1. 

I have received your Lordship’s letters of the 10th and 20th. 1 am very 
much obliged to II. R. H. the Commander in Chief for thinking of us. I 
shall he glad to have the other brigade of cavalry, which he has directed 
to be in readiness, as it is in that arm alone that the enemy can be much 
superior to us, and by which they can do us much mischief, if we should 
he able to go into the plains. 

I have had with me, for 2 days, , from whom I have received a 

good deal of useful information. He is a very intelligent fellow, who 
likes talking. 


Tlu! iu Majwr (Jen. Peacorke, Lisbon , 22d Oct. 1611. 

I have the honor to enclose the proceedings of General Courts Martial on the crises 

of privates , , and of the Chasseurs Britanniquos, 

as also of of the same regiment. These men are all now in the Provo.st 

at Lisbon. By some accident the within proceedings were sent to England, and 
the men above mentioned have been now long in eoniinemeiit . his Excellency 
taking this circumstance into his consideration, has been pleased to pardon the 
above offenders, and you will he pleased to make known to tliem this especial act 
of fiivor, after their having been sentenced to death for their Jicinous oficnccs. 
Y on will be pleased also to direct the men to be released from the Provost, and 
lo remain doing duty with the detachment of the corps at Fort S. Julian, and they 
are not to be allowed to join the army. After having made the men acquainted 
with their sentences, you will be pleased to send the Courts Martial to the Deputy 
Judge Advocate now at Lisbon. 

The A,G, to Lieut. Gen. Pteton, 3d fhvmon. 22d Oct. 1611. 

In answer to your letter and enclosures of this date, 1 have to acquaint you the 
Commander of the Forces approves of the soldiers of the 74th and 43 th regts. 
being practised in firing ball cartridge, the troops that may be in the canton- 
ments near being apprised of the same. 

TheA.G. to Mtyor Gen, Alex, CatnfheUy Gth dim^ton, 22d Oct. 1811. 

In reply to your letter of the 20th, the Commander of the Forces consents to 

Lieut. Col. procee^ng to Lisbon : on his arrival there he will aj^pcar before 

a Medical board, which will be ordered to report upon his case. It is not usual 
nor consistent with G. O. (vide 7th and 20th Sept. 1809) for the certificate of an 
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officer's ill health to state the nocessitv of removal to Lisbon. A Medical board 
is to be ordered by the Inspector of hospitals, upon a certificate, at tlie nearest 
hospital station ; and upon the report of such board an officer is permitted to 
remove as far as Lisbon if necessary, but not upon certificates of Medical officers 
of the division. However, the Commander of the Forces has consented to Lieut. 
Col. now proceeding there, when a board will further report on his case. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freiieda, 23d Oct. 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 19th, and 1 am 
much obliged to you for the measures which you have adopted to send to 
England the 29th, 85th, and 97th regts. 

Major Gen. Cooke found it necessary to detain at Cadiz the Regiment 
de Watteville, after he had sent to Lisbon the horses belonging to the 
Field officers of that regiment ; and 1 have desired that application might 
be made to have those horses sent back to Cadiz, with which I shall be 
much obliged to you if you will comply. 

1 have written to England to have small transports sent out, which will 
be capable of passing the bars of the Mondegn and Douro ; but, in the 
mean time, till they shall arrive, it is very desirable that we should have 
vessels capable of entering those rivers. 

1 entirely concur with you in the expediency of occupying the Fort 
Bugio with a detachment of the battalion of marines, and of the marine 
artillery, and of relieving the detachment every week. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 23d Oct. 1811. 

As the soldiers of this army frequently sleep out of doors, and as, even 
when in houses, they arc obliged to sleep in their great coats, that article 
of their equipment is worn out in a much shorter period of time than that 
specified by tlie regulations (3 years) that it should last, and there are no 
means in this country of replacing them. I therefore request your Lord- 
ship that 10,000 great coats (as recommended in the enclosed memoran- 
dum) may be sent as an article of store, to the Commissary Gen., to be 
issued to regiments as they may have occasion for them ; and regular 
accounts shall be kept of their issue, and forwarded from time to time to 
the Sec. at War, in order that the price of these great coats may be 
charged against the great coat fund of the several regiments. 

I beg leave to recommend that your Lordship should order that 20,000 
stands of arms and 20,000 sets of accoutrements may be sent to Lisbon, 
in order to supply the casual demands of the army, as well as those of the 
Portuguese and Spanish governments, there being at Lisbon at present 
only 1000 stands. 

1 likewise beg leave to recommend to your Lordship to order that a 
division of infantry, now raising in Castille, under Don Carlos de Espana, 
to which I have supplied arms and accoutrements, and to which he is 
paying great attention, may be supplied with blue clothing. It amounts 
to 4000 men, and it is desirable that this blue clothing should be sent to 
Opoilo, consigned to the British Commissary there, as soon as possible. 

To the Eavl of Liverpool. Freneda, 23d Oct. 1811. 

Tlie enterprise of Don J. Sanchez to carry 'off the cattle from 
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Ciudad Rodrigo, adverted to in my last dispatch, was very well conducted 
and very successful. During the night of the 14th he posted his troops 
near the places at which he had been informed that the cattle from the 
garrison were usually brought to graze in the morning; and he expected 
that they would come to the ground on the left bank of the Agueda, 
between the hills on the £1 Bodon road and the fort, and he placed two 
detachments of cavalry behind these hills. The governor, Gen. Renaud, 
had come out of the fort and across the Agueda, attended by some Staff 
officers, and escorted by a party of about 20 cavalry, and he was sur- 
rounded by Don Julian’s detachment as soon as he entered the hills, 
and was taken, with 2 of his escort, under the fire of the guns of the 
place. The remainder of the escort escaped ; one of the officers attend- 
ing the governor having been wounded. Shortly afterwards Don Julian’s 
detachments on the right of the Agueda drove off the greatest number of 
the cattle which had been sent out to graze, under the guns of the fort, 
on that side of the river.* 

The enemy’s troops in front of this army have made no movement of 
importance since I addressed your Lordship last A detachment of the 
army of the north, which had crossed the Tormes with a view to plunder 
the country between that river and the Y cites, have returned to their can- 
tonments without deriving much advantage from this expedition. 

I have directed Gen. Hill to endeavor to force Girard’s division, the 
5th corps, to retire from Caceres, as in that position they distress for pro- 
visions the troops under the Conde de Penne Villemur and Gen. Morillo, 
belonging to Gen. Castanos. Gen. Hill was to move from his canton- 
ments on this expedition on the 22d. 

By the accounts which I have received from Cadiz to the 15th inst., I 
leani that Marshal Suchet had entered the kingdom of Valencia, from 
Tortosa, with 20,000 men, and had advanced as far us Murviedro. lie 
made 3 attempts to obtain possession of the fort of Saguntum, near that 
town, by escalade, on the 29tb of last month, in all of which he was re- 
pulsed with considerable loss, and left behind him his ladders. He was 
still at Murviedro on the 4th inst. 

In the mean time Gen. Blake had thrown himself into Valencia, with 
23,000 men, composed of the divisions which he had brought with him 
from Cadiz and f^om Murcia, and other troops ; all the strong holds in 
Valencia were occupied, and the greatest efforts were making to bring a 
large force into that kingdom, in order to annoy the enemy’s communica- 
tion with his rear. The utmost confidence appears by the accounts to be 
placed in Gen. Blake, and the people of Valencia appear determined to 
co-operate in resistance to the enemy. 

The enemy have not detached from their force in front of this army to 
aid Marshal Suchet As far as I have been able to learn, they expect, in 
addition to the reinforcements which have already joined, 65 battalions of 
infantry, being the 4th battalions of the regiments now in the Peninsula. 
Some of these are of course destined for the regiments in the cordis 
^armie in the south; and others for the regiments in Catalonia and 
Aragon, and now in Valencia ; but the greater number for the regiments 
in the army of the north and the *Armee de Portugal^ and in the 5th 
• Si*e Appendix. No. Xll. 
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corps, which are more immediately opposed to the allied British and 
Portuguese army ; and 1 understand that they don’t purpose to move till 
these reinforcements shall arrive. 

I learn from Major Gen. Cooke that he had detached 1200 men from 
Cadiz, under Col. Skerrett, to land at Tarifa, and in co-operation with a 
Spanish corps under Gen. Copons, likewise to be detached from Cadiz, to 
endeavor to create a diversion in favor of Gen. Ballesteros, against 
whom the enemy appear to have detached from the lines before the Isla 
de Leon and from Seville a considerable force. Gen. Ballesteros has 
taken a position near San Roque, and there is reason to believe that Col. 
Skerrett, who sailed on the 10th, will have reached Tarifa; but Gen. 
Copons’ force did not sail so soon, and had been obliged by the weather to 
return to Cadiz, and had been re-landed when the accounts came away on 
the 15th. 

There has been no movement in the north since 1 addressed your Lord- 
ship last. 

To the Earl of Liveqxx)!. Freneda, 2JJtl Oct. 1811 

I enclose the last weekly state, and the morning state of the troops in 
the field of the 20th. The troops are becoming more healthy ; and as the 
weather is now colder, I am in hopes that they will recover entirely. 

To the Earl ol Liverpool. Frenoda, 23d Oct. 1811, 

I have omitted to answer your letter about the Prince of Orange. When 
1 informed him of the arrangement which had been proposed for him, and 
of the favor wliich H.R.H. tlie Prince Regent was disposed to confer upon 
him, he told me that he preferred to continue for some time longer in the 
situation in which ho is now placed, in order that he may have time to 
learn a little more before be is placed in a higlier situation. He is really 
a very fine young man. He conducts himself remarkably well, and is 
much liked by every body 

To Lieut Gen. Hill Fieiieda, 25th Oct. 1811. 

I received yours of tlie 23d last night, and 1 now enclose a duplicate of 
my last note, in case by any accident the original should have miscarried. 
There is nothing new on this side. 

To Hie Excellency C. Stuait. Freneda, 25th Oct. 1811 

I have received your letter of the 21st Oct., and 1 shall refer to the 
consideration of the Commissary Gen. the paper regarding money and 
supplies from the commissariat, which you enclosed. Beresford and Dom 
M. Forjaz know their own concerns best, certainly ; but, in my opinion, 
the military chest is a separate concern from the commissariat, and it 
would be a convenience that it should commence first. 

Let the government send me the bill for the labor in the arsenal. 
1 rather believe it is for the ordnance on the fortified ground between the 
Tagus and the sea.* 

1 Ijjave heard of the exportations of silver by the Americans, which it 
does not appear to me to be possible to prevent, excepting by laying such 
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high duties upon the import of all articles, including corn, the produce of 
America, as shall prevent the Americans from resorting to the Portuguese 
markets. When the Americans sell their com at Lisbon, they must rc> 
ceive payment in money-; as, owing to the uncomfortable state of affairs 
between Great Britain and America, they can’t take bills upon England, 
because that which they would purchase with those bills in England 
would not be admitted into America. The only remedy, therefore, ex- 
cepting that of a settlement between Great Britain and America, is for 
Portugal to lay high duties upon the import of the produce of America. 
The question upon this remedy, which will exclude the Americans from 
the Portuguese markets, is whether the Portuguese can do without the 
produce of America ? or in other words, whether Great Britain and Ire- 
land, the Barbaxy States, and the Greek islands, can supply the demands 
of Portugal for provisions ? If these demands can be supplied, 1 should 
recommend this measure ; but it is desirable that you should write to tlie 
British government upon the subject, to let them know how the matter 
stands. I shall also mention it to Lord Liverpool. 

Adverting to the mode in which business is done in Portugal, I should 
doubt whether 1o affix a stamp upon the Portuguese paper in circulation 
would be equivalent to the substitution of a new paper instead of the old. 
The stamp would be the easiest mode of proceeding, but great care 
should be taken to examine the paper ; not to stamp any numbers tliat 
have been destroyed, and not to stamp two numbers of the same deno- 
mination. 1 would likewise recommend, that for each 100 numbers there 
should be a different stamp, the difference to be known only to particular 
persons. For instance, one stamp from No. 1 to No. 100, another from 
No. 101 to No. 200, and so on. This is more troublesome, but it in- 
creases the difficulty of forgery, which is the object. 

To the Juiz dv Fora of SabiiKal. Freueda, 26lh Oct. 1R11. 

I understand that you have again seized 9 mules, and 4 mule loads ol 
cheese, and have taken 8 dollars from some Spaniards who were going to 
sell their cheese to the army. You may be right, for aught I know, in 
committing this act of oppression, but I apprise you that your conduct 
shall be inquired into by the Special Commission, and if you have ex- 
ceeded your authority, or what the law directs, you shall be punished. 

I also hereby order you to have the 9 mules, and the cheese, and the 
money, taken care of, in order that the whole may be returned in good 
order to the Spaniards, in case the Governors of the Kingdom, to whom 
I have written upon this subject, should so direct. 

To the Juiz de Fora of Gouvea. Frcneda, 27th Ocf. 1811. 

I have to inform you that I have ordered for trial, before n General 
Court Martial now sitting at Guarda, the corporal and private soldier of 
the — regt., who you complained to me had committed an outrage in 
pressing cars at Gouvea ; and 1 desire that you will be prepared to send 
to Guarda, to give testimony before the Court Martial, all the persons 
who were witnesses of the facts of which you have complained, when the 
officer acting as Judge Advocate with that Court Martial shall send to you 
for them. 
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To Hii Excellency C. Stuart. f reneda, 27th Odt. 1811. 

1 have had die honor of receiiing your letter of the 21st Oct., in which 
you enclosed one of the 19th Oct. from Dom M. Forjaz, regarding the 
number of foreigners in the service of the British army now in Portugal. 
In answer to which, 1 beg you will inform Dom M. Forjaz, that any 
regulation which the government shall make upon this subject, which it 
may be practicable to carry into execution, shall be strictly obeyed. 

I request the attention of the Governors of the Kingdom, however, to 
the following considerations. It appears by the statement of the magis- 
trate of Santarem, enclosed in Dom M. Forjaz ’s letter of the 19th, that 
the number of persons employed, even in that town, is very inadequate to 
the performance of the several duties already imposed upon them ; and 
that these persons can scarcely exist. It is notorious that this is the case 
in this part of the Kingdom. The magistrates of the towns and villages 
have no longer any of that description of business for the performaTice of 
which they received fees, by which they were enabled to live ; and they 
are now starving : they are indifferent about the tenure of their offices, 
and they perform their duty with negligence. 

This is a subject deserving the consideratiom of government, upon 
which, if they desire it, I will give them my opinion ; but in the mean 
time, till a remedy is applied, it is desirable that the duties of these same 
magistrates should not be increased. 

Before the first French invasion of Portugal, the laws respecting the 
passage of strangers throughout the country were very strict, and were 
put into execution with some vigilance. Whether they were at that time 
necessary or not is not now the question, but whether it is expedient to 
revive them and increase their severity at the present moment. 

I have been concerned with the affairs of Portugal for more than 3 
years, and I have never known an instance in which any thing was to bo 
apprehended from strangers in the Kingdom; and, in my opinion, the 
Governors of the Kingdom have given too much importance to persons 
of this description. The policy of Great Britain, or of other countries 
upon this subject, does not at all bear upon the question, as it may be 
very necessary to restrain the intercourse of foreigners with the natives 
of these countries ; i)ut it is, in my opinion, quite unnecessary in Portugal. 

There is another view of the subject which is peculiar to Portugal, to 
which the Intendant of Police has not adverted, and that is, there is in 
Portugal, for its defence, a large foreign army, which must have fo- 
reigners of all descriptions attached to it, and following it ; and every 
restriction upon the intercourse of these foreigners with the country must 
increase the difficulty of defending the country. 

The Governors of the Kingdom don’t appear to be aware of the im- 
mensity of the machine which has been formed in this country for the 
support of the Portuguese, as well as of the British army, condiicted in 
all its branches by foreigners. Any restriction upon the passage of these 
foreigners through the country would be very inconvenient to the mili- 
tary system, unless the restriction could be removed by passports. But 
passports, it is well known, are liable to abuse and fraud, as well as every 
other institution ; and if the description of the person to whom they arc 
given is included in them, in order to guard against fraud, they are 
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attended by such an increase of the detail of business in tlie departments of 
the army, as well as in the offices of tht several magistrates, who are to 
examine the passports and the bearers of them, as would render the 
operations of ^e war almost impracticable. 

For instance, not only every officer and his servants, but every con- 
ductor and his muleteers must have passports describing the persons of 
each, which passports must be examined at every stage, and signed by 
the magistrate examining them. If this is not done, no object will be 
gained ; and I beg the Governors of the Kingdom to consider whether 
tliey can prevail upon the magistrates of the country, under existing 
circumstances, to perform this duty ; and whether there are any evils 
existing or to be apprehended, to avoid which will compensate for the 
loss of time and the trouble which will be the consequence of this 
system. 

I request you to lay this letter before the Governors of the* Kingdom. 

The A.Q, to Lieut. Gen. Graham^ U/ 28tli Oct. 1811. 

Ill reply to the application for leave of absence to England for Lieut. Col. , 

of the — regt., the Comnbuider of the Forces acquiesces in the same, provided 

Col. will not attempt to renew his leave in England, which is granted for 2 

months, with the additional condition that Col. leaves his horses at Lisbon to 

come up to the army immediately on his return. 1 have, however, the Com- 
mander of the Forces’ directions to remark, that it is very extraordinary that an 
officer who has been but 3 months in the country should require leave so soon, 
more particularly as the Secretary of U. R. H. the Commander in Chief has in- 
formed Lord Wellington that all the officers who have been lately sent to this 
country have had notice that no leave of absence would be granted them, and 
that their affairs should be settled before they left the country. 

To Seiihor Juse dementi Pereiia. Freiieda, 29tli Oct. 1811. 

I enclose you the copy;, of the answer which I have n'ceived to the ap- 
plication which I made to the Governors of tlie Kingdom some time ago, 
in favor of the Marquez de Ponte de Lima, and the Marquez de Valenqa, 
which I beg you will forward to those noblemen in the most secure 
manner ; you will at the same time inform them, that if they should come 
here, they will be treated with every attention which 1 can show them, 
and that 1 have no doubt of their safety, if they cairprove the case which 
they stated in their first address to me. Tell them, Uiat if they should 
experience any difficulty in making their escape, I may be able to assist 
them, by putting them in communication with one of the parties of 
Spanish guerrillas, but that in tliat case they must do exactly what the 
guerrilla chief may desire them to do.* 


To Lieuf. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 29th Oct/ 1811. 

About the end of last month, when Soult arrived at Seville, Girard 
came forwards towards the Guadiana, and Gen. Drouet, with the other 
division of the 5th corps, to Zafra, from Andalusia. That movement 
appeared to be connected with Marmont’s objects, and Girard afterwards 
retired. He has since come forward again, however, and at first I 

* Afterwords escorted from Tamames by Lieut. Gurwood, 52d, then employed in 
observation in the Sierra de Fraticia. 

VOL. V. Z 
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thought his object was to throw a supply into Badajoz, which we could 
not prevent; but he has besides pushed forward to Caceres, and has 
driven Gen. Castanos’ posts beyond the Salor, by which he has distressed 
him much for provisions and forage, and it was necessary either to pre- 
pare to receive these vagabond troops in Portugal, or to replace them at 
Caceres. I therefore desired Gen. Hill to make a movement with his 
troops, and to threaten Girard’s communication with Merida by his right, 
while with the remainder of his troops he attacked him at Caceres. 

I have a letter from Gen. Hill of the 26th, informing me that Girard 
had that morning retired from Caceres on Torremocha. Gen. Hill was 
at Malpartida, and intended to move on the 27th to Aldea del Cano. As 
soon as Girard should cross the Guadiana, Hill would return to his can- 
tonments, leaving the Spaniards in the country about Caceres, &c. As 
Soult will hear of these movements much about the time that he will feel 
the necessity of reinforcing the corps sent against Ballesteros, I am in 
hopes that they may be of some use to Ballesteros. 

There is nothing new here this morning. 

To Dr. Franck, Inspector of hospitals. Freiieda, 29th Oct 1811. 

I was much concerned to receive this day your letter by which you 
apprised me of the necessity that you should go to England for the reco- 
very of your health ; and this concern was occasioned not less by my 
feelings for you personally, than by my sense of the inconvenience and 
injury which the army and the public interests will suffer by the loss of 
ygur valuable services. I don’t, however, yet lose all hope that you will 
be able to return to us ; but if you should not, and you should think that 
I can be of any use to you to forward your views in England, I beg that 
you will let me know it ; and you will always find me ready to state my 
sense of your services and merits. 

Gen. Stewart will send you the official leave for you to go home. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 29tli Oct. 1811. 

I enclose you a paper on the Portuguese finance, in answer to the paper 
of the Portuguese government on the same subject, transmitted in your 
letter of the 24th. I beg that you will lay this paper before the govern- 
ment. 

You will see by my letter to them of yesterday, that I have insisted 
upon their establishing the military chest, although not prepared with 
other arrangements. My opinion upon this subject need not prevent you 
and Beresford from acting on it as you please. 


MEMORANDUM. 

In considering the paper on the subject of Portuguese finances of 
October, 1811, it is necessary to advert to the state of the Kingdom and 
its credit, the pn>bability of success in the war, and the chances which 
exist that Portugal may again become the theatre of the operations of 
the war. 

It is not necessary that I should enter into detailed on all or any of these 
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topics ; but it is obvious that the plan which tlie paper contains of ame- 
liorating the credit of the government, is founded upon a favorable view 
of all and of each of them ; which view, it is probable, would not be 
taken hj those individuals who must be induced hy their own sense of 
their private interests to adopt the schemes proposed in this paper for the 
amelioration of the credit of the state. 

The object of the government being to pay its debts, and to revive the 
credit of the state, is a most laudable one, and they shall have every assist* 
ance which 1 can give them to carry it into execution. 

In the present situation of the Kingdom, however, the first object, eVon 
with a view to re-establish the credit of the state, is obviously to secure 
the funds for carrying on the war. In this view, and with a view to ahl 
the efforts of Great Britain, I proposed to the government to pay the in- 
terest upon paper money, including the ^polices Grandest from the 1st 
July last; to which proposition the government have added the objects 
adverted to in the paper of October, 1811. 

I am apprehensive, however, that it is impossible at present to go far- 
ther than 1 proposed, and that, however honest and desirable it would be 
in the government to find means of paying the arrears of interest on the 
paper money, and the Apolices Grandes^ and the debts of the Junta de 
Viveres, and of the Marine, it is impracticable, and at the same time to 
carry on the war. 

It is not a matter of indifference to propose a plan to the public for tlie 
payment of debts and for the restoration of credit, which shall fail to 
produce its object. For instance, the government will propose that cer- 
tain individuals, creditors of the state, shall have the option of purchasing 
the lands and estates proposed to be sold in the paper under consideration. 
1 will suppose that these creditors are not satisfied with tliis discharge of 
the debts; that tliey think the lands, under existing circumstances, arc 
worth nothing ; and, above all, that it would not suit their interests to risk 
a farther capital in their improvement. 

The consequence must be, that the government not only will not have 
paid their debts in the opinions of these persons their creditors, but they 
will have incurred the farther discredit of having endeavored to induce 
the public to take that in payment of debts which was in reality worth 
nothing. 

On these grounds 1 earnestly recommend to the government to proceed 
in these measures with the utmost caution and circumspection : to propose 
no measure to the public of which they are not certain that the public 
will entertain a favorable opinion ; and to confine themselves in the first 
instance to those measures which are absolutely necessary to place their 
credit in such a state as to enable them to carry on the war, and to aid 
their ally. 

It appears generally admitted that the first of these measures is to pay 
the interest on the paper money in circulation from the 1st July last, and 
witb regularity from thence forward. 

The paper money in circulation bearing interest, including the forged 
paper, is stated to be 17,250,000 cruzados^ upon which the half-yearly 
interest would be 431,250 cruzados. Besides this sum, there is some 
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paper in circulation without bearing interest ; and the total amount in cir- 
culation, including forged paper, is 20,500,000 cruzados* 

The effect of this measure, combined with others to secure the public 
against forgery, and the future exactness of the Treasury, as well in pay- 
ing the interest upon the paper, as in issuing paper in its due proportions 
to money, according to law ; viz., half money and half paper in every 
transaction, will raise the value of the paper in the market to such a de- 
gree as will affect the price of all commodities, and by that means save 
to government in its purchases the full amount of the interest which will 
be paid. 

It would likewise be desirable to add to this measure a declaration on 
the part of the government that no new paper should be fabricated. 

I am not quite certain whether the government have it in contemplation 
to pay the arrears of interest on the paper money beyond the 1st July. 
This does not appear to be necessary ; and 1 wish here to draw the atteur 
tion of the Governors of the Kingdom to a principle which applies morc' 
forcibly to this description of paper, but which may probably with justice 
be applied to the arrears on the ApoHces Grandes. 

The paper money has always been a circulating security, and has gene- 
rally (particularly of late years) been at a considerable discount. It is 
therefore not probable that the individuals who now hold any portion of 
it, held that portion in 1808 or 1809, or at any very distant period for 
which the government might be disposed to pay the arrears of the inte- 
rest ; nor, adverting to the rate of discount which the paper has borne in 
late years, can it be supposed that any person wlio has purchased paper 
has ever had in contemplation the probability that the arrears of the inte- 
rest would be paid, and has taken that advantage into consideration, in the 
price which he paid for the paper. The government will find the paper 
money generally in the hands of dealers in bills of exchange or of specu- 
lators, who will have bought paper upon hearing of the intention of 
government to pay the interest ; and the arrears of interest which govern- 
ment will pay beyond the term stated, viz., the 1st July, will be so much 
money gratuitously put in the pockets of these individuals, not one of 
whom, most probably, is the individual to whom the interest for the past 
period is really due. 

Neither would this measure have any effect in raising the credit of 
paper money beyond the first moment. If the interest should hereafter 
be paid regularly, such an accumulated debt on account of interest could 
never again be incurred, and the public would have no reason to expect 
such an advantage in future. 

The measure next for consideration is the payment of the interest on 
the Apolices Gratides. It appears that the securities of this denomination, 
which are extant, as I understand, besides the paper money, amount to 
11,818,065 cruzados^ the half yearly interest of which appears to be 
295,452 cruzadosr; which, added to the half yearly interest on the paper 
moi)/By, 431,250 cruzados^ would make a total of interest half yearly 
amounting to 727,702 cruzados. From this sum the \0 per cent, income 
tax would be to be deducted, being 72,670 cruzadd^y^ie\i would leave 
the charge upon the public 654,032 cruzados. It appears to me that the 
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public revenues would be able to defray this sum, aud 1 would therefore 
recommend to government to pay the interest from the Ist July on the 
Apolices Grander, as well as on the paper money, and hereafter regularly. 

They ought, by a public act, to allot a particular denomination of the 
public revenue to defray these demands of interest regularly every half 
year, and, if possible, a small addition to form a sinking fund, to discharge 
the principal of the Apolices Grandes. 

I now beg the government to apply the principle to which I have above 
referred, in respect of the payment of the arrears of interest on the paper 
money, to the payments of the arrears of interest on the Ajiolices 
Grandes. If these securities are generally in the hands of the original 
lenders to the state, it would be a matter of justice, if it were practicable, 
to pay the arrears of interest due upon them ; but I believe it will be 
found that these securities, as well as the paper money, have been trans- 
ferred at a very low price ; that the present holders were not the original 
lenders to the state ; and that in the price which they paid for the secu- 
rities, they never considered it probable tliat the arrears of interest would 
be paid. If this be the case, to pay the arrears of interest on the Apolices 
Grandes would be a useless waste of public money. But supposing these 
securities to be now in the hands of the original lenders to the state, I 
think there are some considerations to which prudence should induce the 
Governors of the Kingdom to advert, before they venture to bind them- 
selves to defray the arrears of interest beyond tlie 1st July. 

1st; It is my opinion, that the plan proposed in the paper will not 
answer at all ; that the security proposed to be given will be deemed 
worth nothing ; and would not raise a shilling in an)r money market in 
the world. 

2dly ; It is my opinion that the revenues of the state cannot now afford 
to pay the interest on a new fund to be created, amounting to 1,350,252 
cruzados^ in addition to the interest on the paper money in circulation, 
and on the Apolices Grandes. 

3dly ; This measure must be attended by the creation of a new paper, 
which will do more harm to credit than the payment of the arrears of in- 
terest can do good. 

4thly; 1 would beg the government to advert to the crisis through 
which the nation has passed ; that it was actually in possession of Idie 
enemy, and all the debts of the state wiped away as with a sponge ; that 
It has been three times invaded ; and that the war, with its chances, still 
continues. The holders of Apolices Grandes^ even though they are the 
original lenders to the state, are not unaware of these circumstances, and 
the Governors of the Kingdom may depend upon it, that there is not one 
of them who will not consider himself too happy in receiving payment of 
the current interest ; and that there is not a thinking man in Europe who 
will not be of opinion that the Governors of the Kingdom will have ac- 
quitted themselves handsomely by the creditors, and will have redeemed 
the credit of the state, by the payment of the interest of their debts from 
the Ist July. 

The next subject for consideration is the payment of the debts of the 
Jtiitta de VivereSf and of the Marine ; and 1 acknowledge that I consider 
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this measure more important to enable the government to carry on the 
war, than to pay the arrears of interest of the Apolices Grandest Ac- 
cordingly, I recommend to the government that if, upon a review of their 
income and their expenditure, they should have reason to believe that a 
sum can be spared to pay these debts, they should allot it to their pay- 
ment in certain proportions by instalments. 

One of the consequences of the loss of credit is the increase of price of 
every article whicli is purchased, far beyond its real value ; by which in- 
crease of price the seller endeavors to compensate to himself for the 
delay in receiving payment for the interest of his money during the pe- 
riod of delay of payment, and for the risk which he incurs that he will 
never be paid at all. The Governors of the Kingdom may therefore be 
satisfied that they will do strict justice to these creditors of the state, if 
they can find means of allotting a sum to liquidate their demands gra- 
dually by instalments, proportionate to the amount of their several de- 
mands. The first step towards settlement should be to ascertain the 
amount of the debts, and this alone will increase the credit of the govern- 
ment. If it should not be possible to allot a sum to defray these debts 
by instalment, when their amount should be ascertained, I would rather 
recommend to mortgage that part of the revenues of Brazil which has 
lately been made over by the Prince Regent of Portugal to the assistance 
of this Kingdom, to raise a loan in England which should liquidate the 
whole. 

In regard to the other measures adverted to in the paper, they would 
be beneheial at any other time than the present, but at present they are 
impracticable, without mixing up these questions with those of public 
credit, which are so very delicate. The government can easily ascertain 
the truth of my opinion upon these subjects. 

Let the lands to be brought into cultivation, or the estates of the 
crown, be advertised for sale, with all the advantages proposed to be 
granted to tlie purcliosers ; and the government will find tliat at present 
no man will purchase. If no man would purchase, what man would lend 
his money upon the security of these same lands, or of their produce from 
cultivation ? 

I am not acquainted with the law adverted to in the paper, which has 
for its object to prevent the exportation of specie ; but I am apprehensive 
that it can’t be put into execution. The exporters of specie, to the great 
distress of the army, and tlie ruin of the country, are the American mer- 
chants, who have brought to Portugal articles of tlie first necessity ; these 
merchants cannot venture to take in payment bills upon England, be- 
cause the non-importation law in America would prevent them from im- 
porting into their own country the good^ which they would purchase in 
England with the produce of these bills. 

They must co|^tinue, therefore, to export specie from Portugal as long 
as Uie non-importation law of America shall continue in force ; unless 
the' Portuguese government, upon finding the inconvenience of this drain 
of the precious metals, shall adopt measures to put vUi end to the importa- 
tion into Portugal of the produce of America. The* government should 
consider whether the country con do without the importation from Ame- 
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rica ; whether His Majesty’s dominions, and his influence with the Greek 
islands and in the Barbary States, would procure for the country the 
articles of first necessity which it requires ; and if these articles can be 
procured in this manner, it is a measure of vital importance to put an 
end to the trade witli America. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fieneda, 29th Oct. 1811. 

T think it proper to draw your attention to a subject of some importance. 
The Americans have lately been very active in exporting from Lisbon large 
sums in specie, in consequence of which the Commissary Gen. cannot 
get much for his bills. I attribute their conduct on this subject very much 
to the operation of the non-importation law. They bring provisions from 
America to Lisbon, and they were heretofore in the habit of purchasing 
bills upon the Treasury with the proceeds of their cargoes. As they can- 
not import into America any thing they should purchase in England, of 
course they are desirous of securing in specie, and of carrying home in 
Uiat shape, the value of what they bring here, as this country produces but 
little which they want. I have desired Mr. Stuart to draw the attention of 
the British government to this inconvenience, and to my view of the cause 
of it; and to endeavor to ascertain the amount of tlie imports, from 
America, of food and other articles of the first necessity, in order that it 
may be seen whether Britain and Ireland, aided by the influence of the 
British government in the Greek islands, and with the Barbary States, can- 
not supply the Portuguese demand ; and, if it can be so supplied, we must 
prevail upon the Portuguese government to check the importation of the 
produce of America into Portugal, unless the non-importation law should 
be repealed, or some other settlement made with America. It would be 
unfortunate if any conduct of this kind were t*.> interrupt us here, as 
we have measures now in progress to set up the Portuguese credit and 
finance, which will, in a great measure, answer the purpose ; and, by the 
rise in the value of paper money in Portugal, aid our own financial ope- 
rations. 

1 have had a good deal of information lately respecting the state of the 
French armies ;*and 1 have no doubt but that Napoleon is much distressed 
for money. Notwithstanding the swindling mode in which his armies are 
paid, the troops are generally 10 and 11, and some of them 12 months in 
arrears of pay. Provisions are never paid fur, and it is acknowledged by 
the French officers themselves that their system has turned into a desert 
the finest provinces of Spain. I don’t believe there are 20 acres of culti- 
vated ground from the Coa to the Tormes, which the year before last was 
covered with com. They have now ruined the vale of Plasencia, and the 
• Armk de PwtugaV is obliged to look to La Mancha for food. Spain is 
the only country in which the French armies have ever cost any thing to 
the Imperial treasury ; and the state of the payments, and tlie slowness with 
which the money comes in, notwithstanding that it is well known that 
large supplies of money alone can put the armies in a state of activity, 

show how much the weight of the burthen is felt. told me the 

other day that one of the resources of the Imperial finance was the death 
of the officers and soldiers. The regiments are regularly mustered, and 
* See Appendix, No. XIII. 
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those alone whose names appear as present on the force of the roll are 
entitled to pay, for the period of the muster. Then the pay for that 
period is not issued probably for 9 or 10 months : and then those only can 
receive it who are present with the regiment. The pay of the sick in 
hospital, and of the dead (which generally amount to half the regiment in 
every campaign), becomes a saving to the Imperial treasury ; and thus a 
million of men are put into the field at the commencement of a campaign 
for the pay of 400,000 or 500,000 ! The relations of the officers and 
soldiers of the army have no claim upon what was due to their relations at 
the period of their decease ! Wliat do you think of this by way of a new 
system of military finance ? It is impossible that this fraudulent tyranny 
can last. If Great Britain continues stout, we must see the destruction 
of it. I enclose the last morning state, from which you will see that we 
are getting better. 


To Lieut Gen. Graham. Frineda, 30th Oct. 1811, 10 a.m. 

I enclose 2 letters from Don Carlos, containing an account of the 
enemy’s intention to collect a force at Frades, near Endrinal, I conclude 
with a view to realise the contribution in the Sierra de Francia. There 
is nothing new here 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Dougliu, Bait. Freneda, 30th Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 16th inst. 

The enemy has naturally turned his attention to the occupation of San- 
toha and Santander, as being the only stations that can be called ports on 
the northern coasts of Spain, which it may he supposed might be used by 
the British government, either for the purpose of communication with 
the guerrillas, or to interrupt the enemy’s communications with the fron- 
tiers of France from his armies in Castille. 

In Catalonia he has likewise turned his attention to the ports on the 
coast, because there is no practicable road from the frontiers of France 
through that province excepting by the coast ; and in Valencia he has 
done the same, because tlie road from Catalonia into Valencia leads by 
Tortosa along the coast. 

But the policy and plan of the enemy’s operations don’t lead him to 
the coast ; and he might be in possession of the coasts of Galicia, while 
his tenure of the province would be very insecure ; and he might be able 
to maintain himself in the province, while the allies should be in posses- 
sion of Ferrol, Coruna, the island of Aroza, and Vigo. 

It is, however, very desirable to endeavor, in case of accident, to have 
the means of communicating with the inhabitants of Galicia; but ad- 
verting to the importance and known goodness of the harbour, 1 have 
always been induced to consider Vigo and the Bayona islands to be the 
most important.point to he secured, if it should he found impracticable 
to secure Ferrol and Coruna. It would be very desirable, therefore, if 
you would take an opportunity of examining these islands, and of com- 
])aring the advantages of their situation and of that of the island of Aroza ; 
and likewise the maritime advantages of the port of Vigo, with those 
of the river Aroza ; and <of forming some notion of the measures which 
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it would be necessary to adopt tu defend the Bayona islands, compared 
with those necessary for the defence of the island of Aroza. 

I am concerned to observe that Gen. Abadia meets with any difficulties 
from the Junta of Galicia. I have desired Gen. A lava to write to Gen, 
Castanos upon tliis subject. 

Some time ago the Junta of Galicia applied to me for pecuniary 
assistance, to which application I wrote them the letter of which 1 enclose 
the draft, which I suspect that they have never communicated to Gen. 
Abadia. I beg that you will show it to him, as some of the facts and 
principles stated in that letter may be of use to him in his discussions with 
the Junta. 

I enclose a letter, which I beg you will transmit to Longa. 

To the Rt. lion. H. Wellesley Fruneda, 30lh Oct. Ifill. 

I have received your letters of the 10th and 15th, and one from Gen. 
Cooke of the 18th, and I now enclose copies of my dispatches of the 23d 
and this day, from which you will leani tlie state of affairs here. 

I directed Marshal Beresford to send you all the arms we could 
spare from this country, not exceeding 5000 stands. But wo have no 
accoutrements. Beresford will let you know how many stands he sends 
you. 

I don’t know whether you are aware that the Spanish government are 
sending troops to America. Alava lately showed me a letter to Castanos, 
in which great credit is taken for the activity with which this force, 
which I understood was to consist of 8000 men, was getting ready. 
They have withdrawn for this service 2 regiments of 600 men each, 
from Galicia, who had lately been completed with arms by the Britisli 
government. This was done much against the inclination of the Junta 
and inhabitants of the province ; and much to the annoyance of Abadia, 
who appears to be going on well himself ; but he is thwarted by the Junta. 

To Hif Excellency C. Stuart. Freiiedo, 30th Oct 1811 . 

I received last night your letter of the 26th ; and I beg that you will 
tell Dom M. Forjaz, that so long as he conducts himself in his office with 
the fairness and zeal which have characterized his administration since 1 
have been in this country, he shall have my support ; and in my opinion, 
if the Prince Regent’s promise can he relied on, his services will in 
future be favorably viewed. At all events, the continuation of the 
uncomfortable situation in which I have lately stood in respect to the 
government, can be of no use to Dom M. Forjaz. I think I should not 
have been justifiable if I had not taken advantage of the Prince’s letter 
to me, and of his recent orders respecting the military departments, to 
put an end to it; and I am much mistaken if the measure which I 
adopted will not be of as much use to Dom M. Forjaz, as to the cause in 
general, in the increase of our influence with the Prince, by showing him 
that at least on our side there is no intrigue. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrent, Mihtaiy Secretaiy. Freneda, 30th Oct. 1811. 

I am sorry to tell you that Dr. Franck, the Inspector of hospitals, is so 
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unwell as to be obliged to go home ; and the department under him ia so 
important, that if, as 1 fear, he should not be able to come out again, it 
will be necessary that we should have the most active and intelligent 
person that can be found to fill his station. 

1 am very unlucky in this respect. Excepting in the Q. M. G.’s depart- 
ment, 1 have had two, and in some' instances three different persons at the 
head of every department in the army. Here have been three officers 
second in command : and General officers commanding divisions and bri- 
gades, and officers, have been changed repeatedly ; and there is not one 
General officer now with the army who came out with it, excepting Hill, 
and he was at home for 6 months last year ; and Campbell, and he was at 
home for the same period the year before last, and is now going again ; 
and Gen. H. Campbell, who was at home for 2 years. 

Tu the Earl of Liverpool. Freueda, 30th Oct 1811. 

The detachment of the army of the north which was at Ledesma, moved 
from thence towards Salamanca on the 28th inst., and it is generally sup- 
posed tliat the enemy are about to collect a force in the neighbourhood of 
the Sierra de Francia, witli a view probably to realise the heavy contri- 
bution which they have laid on the villages in that part of the country. 
Excepting that movement, the troops of the army of the north and of 
the ‘ Anrde de Portugal ’ have made none since 1 addressed you last. 

The last report I received from Gen. Hill was dated at Malpartida de 
Caceres, on the 26th. Gen. Girard retired from Caceres on that morning, 
and Lieut. Gen. Hill intended to move upon Aldea del Cano on the 27th. 
The overflowing of the rivers, in consequence of the rain, is the reason of 
my not having heard from him for 2 or 3 days. He will return to his 
cantonments as soon as he shall have placed Gen. Castanos’ posts, under 
the Conde de Penne Villcmur, in possession of Caceres. 

By the last accounts which 1 have from Cadiz of the 18th, it appears 
that Gen. Ballesteros had retired under the guns of Gibraltar, and that the 
French were at San Roque, and had taken possession of Algeziras. Col. 
Skcrrett*s detachment had arrived at Tarifa, but the Spanish detachment 
under Gen. Copons, with which it was intended to co-operate, had not 
been able to leave Cadiz on account of the weather. 

1 have received no further accounts from Valencia. 

It appears from all the accounts which 1 have received, that the guer- 
rillas are increasing in numbers and boldness throughout the Peninsula. 
One party, under Temprano, lately retook, at the very gates of Talavera, 
Lieut. Col. Grant of the Portuguese service, who had been taken in the 
beginning of September in Upper Estremadura, while employed in ob- 
servation of the enemy’s movements. Both the Empecinado and Mina 
were very successful against some of the enemy’s posts and detachments, 
when their armies were lately collected for the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
and Longa was likewise very successful in the neighbourhood of Vitoria, 
in the middle and towards the latter end of September. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. Freneda, 30th Oct. 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose a letter from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, 
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containing Brig. Gen. Wilson's application for permission to accept the 
honor conferred upon him by H.R.H. the Prince Regent of Portugal. 

I beg that your Lordship will be pleased to fay these lettera before 
H.R.H. the Prince Regent, and that you will obtain His Royal Highness’ 
authority for Brig. Gen. Wilson to wear the Insignia of the Order of the 
Tower and Sword, of which H.R.H. the Prince Regent of Portugal has 
noiuinated him a Commander. 

To the Earl of Liver|X)ol. Freneda, 30tb Oct. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a memorandum, &c., showing the mode in 
which it is wished that the clothing, &c., should be made, for which I ap- 
plied to your Lordship for Don Carlos de Espaha, in my dispatch of the 
23d inst. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, let Nor. 1811, 0 a.m. 

I enclose a letter from Gen. Castanos, with its enclosure from Gen. 
Giron, which contains the only account I have received of Gen. Hill since 
the 26th. He has done his business very handsomely. 

1 likewise enclose a letter of the 28th from Salamanca, and one from 

G. O. Freneda. let Nov. IBII. 

1 . The Commander of the Forces is concerned to observe tliat the ^lower of the assistaiits 
of the Provost Marshal of the army has, in more than one instance, been abused ; and that 
officers have thought themselves uuthuiised to send orders to tlie Assist. Provosts, under 
which orders abuses have been committed, contrary to the established usages and rules of 
the service, and the intentions and orders of the Commander of the Forces. 

^ 2. The office of Pnivost Marshal has existed in all British armies in the field. His par* 
ticular duties are to take charge of the prisoners confined for oiTeiices of a general de- 
scription ; to preserve good order and discipline; to prevent breaches of both by the sol- 
diers and followers of the army, by his presence at those places in which breaches of either 
are likely to lie committed ; and, if necessary, he has, by constant usage in all armies, the 
power to punish those whom he may find in the act of committing breaches of orders and 
discipline. 

3. The authority of the Provost Marshal to punish must be limited by the necessity of 
the case ; and whatever may be the crime of which a soldier may be guilty, the Provost 
Marshal has not the power of indicting summary punishment fur it, unless he should see 
him in the act of committing it. If he should not see the soldier in tiie act of committing 
the ofietice of wliich he may have been guilty, a report must be made to tlie Commander 
ill Chief of the army, who would give such orders upon the cose as might be deemed ex- 
jiedient, either for further inquiry, for the trial of tlie soldier, or for tlie infliction of sum- 
tn.iry punishment, according to the nature of the case, the degree of evidence of the sol* 
dier's guilt, and the existing necessity for an immediate example. 

4. Tiie duties and authorities of the assistants of the Provost Marshals attached to the 
several divisions and stations of the army, are the same os those of the Provost ; but the 
confluct of these officers and tbs exertion of their authority require the constant and watch- 
ful attention of the General officers commanding divisions, and of the officers command- 
ing stations, and of the staff officers attached to them, as that of the Provost Marshal dues 
of die Commander of the Forces and of the officers of the General staff. 

5. They should attend particularly to the nature of the offences against good order and 
military discipline, of which the soldiers and followers of the army may be guilty at dif- 
ferent times and under diflerent circumstances, and to allow the Assist. Provosts to punish 
tliem in a summary manner, only when committed under those circumstances when 
summary punishment may be uecessa^ for the sake of examiil^ and in which the prevalent 
and continual commission of the particular crime may be inj^ous to the public service. 

6. The Commander of the Forces desires diat it may be dearly understood that no offi- 
cer whatever has a right to order the Provost Marshal, or his assistaiits, to exercise the 
authority entrusted to them ; nor con the Provost Marshd, or his assistant^ inflict corporal 
punishment on any man, excepting they should see him in the act of committing a breach 
of orders and discipline. Their duty is, by vigilance and activity, to prevent those breaches 
which the Commander of the Forces is sorry to observe are too commoDy and to punish 
(hose they may catch in the fhet. 
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Don Carlos de Espana, with an intercepted letter from Souham. This last 
shows the object of the collection of troops at Salamanca ; and I think it 
not improbable that Dorsenne will move with the whole of the army of 
the north and the Plasencia division of the * AmUe de Portugal* Indeed 
this is almost certain from the number stated in tlie Salamanca letter to 
be coming from Toro, They generally diminish numbers at Salamanca; 
but adding even the numbers stated to the 2 divisions already upon the 
Tormes, the force is a good strong one, and forms altogether no inconsi- 
derable part of the army of the north. 

I propose to endeavor to strike a blow, if possible, upon this occasion, 
and to bring the army up for that purpose. It is very desirable, therefore, 
that you should come to the front. I propose to move head quarters to- 
morrow to Guinaldo ; but as you will have to cross one of the bridges of 
the Coa, notwithstanding that the river is falling, you had probably better 
halt at Sabugal or Alfaiates ; or, if you come by the lower bridges, some- 
where hereabouts. Gen. Craufurd tells me that the Agueda was fordable 
yesterday, but that of course was above the junction of the Vadillo. If it 
should be fordable below the junction of the Vadillo, I shall not move 
more troops to the right of the Agueda than the Light and 6th divisions ; 
otherwise I propose to collect the troops as they come up between the 
Agueda and the hills. 

I was very sorry to hear of Capt. ’s conduct. I had intended to delay 

to make any general rule on the subject of the authority of the Provost, till 
Capt. * * ♦ * should be tried, who has been in arrest above 3 months for 

misconduct of the same description. But 1 find that Capt. ’s is not 

the only instance that has occurred of similar misconduct and abuse of 
authority, notwithstanding the conversation which took place on this sub- 
ject, in the army generally, at the time of Capt. * * ♦ ♦’s arrest showed 
that the authority and duties of the Provost were well understood, and 
rendered it probable that a similar abuse would not take place. Indeed 
this conviction, not less than the desire to leave the whole subject open for 
Capt. * ♦ * defence, induced me to delay laying down any general 
principle upon it. 

P.S. I find that the letter from Salamanca of the 28th is not from our 
friends, but from a person there to one of Don Julian’s commanders. It 
is probable, therefore, that the report is premature ; but at all events there 
is no harm in our moving. Murray thinks that you had better cross the 
Coa at the Ponte Sequeiros, and come to Villar Maior or Alfaiates to- 
morrow. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. F^eneda, 3d Nov. 1811, 10 a.ii. 

After I had written to you the day hetote yesterday, I went to the ford 
of Molino de Flores, and found that horses could pass there ; and 1 thought 
it most probable ^at even then, but certainly if the fair weather continued, 
the'ford of Pastores would be practicable for every thing next morning. 
However, upon my return home, I received further intelligence, which 
showed that the proposed collection of troops would npt be made, and that 
.Thiebault had set out on the 30th from Salamanca, to join the troops col- 
lected from Alba, and that they were within 6 leagues of Ciudad Rodrigo 
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on the night of the 30th. It was uselesB, therefore, to move our troops, 
excepting those in front, and 1 thought it just possible thatThidbault might 
have been delayed, and that we might have a choice of intercepting the 
convoy, by crossing at the ford of Pastores yesterday. We were however 
too late, as the governor and his bullocks arrived in the preceding night. 
Indeed 1 saw the enemy’s fires in the Sierra de Gavilanes yesterday 
morning, as I was going from hence towards El Bodon, before daylight 

The troops which moved will return to their quarters this day. The 
enemy went off again before daylight yesterday, and took the road of 
Salamanca. 

1 have not yet received Hill’s report of his affair. His brother came 
here the day before yesterday, and it appears that Hill completely sur- 
prised the enemy. He was at Alcuescar on the evening of the 27th, 
within 3 miles of them, and they did not know it ; and he moved before 
daylight next morning, and formed for the attack within 200 yards of one 
of their sentries, who did not see uur troops ! The result is as stated by 
Gen. Giron. The name of the General officer is ‘ Brun.’ They hoped 
to take Girard. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart. Freiieda, 3d Nov. 1811. 

1 beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of the Portuguese go- 
vernment, that I have directed the Purveyor to the forces to pay the 
expenses incurred by the University of Coimbra in supplying the British 

G. O. Froneda. 3d Nov. Ihl ' 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests the attention of the General officers commaiul- 
ing divisioTis, and others under whose orders Portuguese troops are serving, to the following 
orders of Marshal Sir W. Beresford regarding leaves of absence to officers in the Porto 
guese service. 

2. By his orders of the 25tli July, Marahal Sir W. lierestord gave permission to 
Geiieral officers commanding brigades, and the Commanding officers of regiments and bat- 
talions not in brigades, to give leave to officera who were sick to go to the nearest hospital 
station in the rear, or to Abrantes, for the re-establishment of their health ; those (kim- 
mandiiig officers of brigades or regiments first obtaining the consent of the General officer 
commanding the division in which the hrifpule or regiment should be serving. 

By his G. O. of the 6th Sept, the Marshal explains the meaning of his G. O. of the 
25th July to be, * That officers commanding brigades, or regiments not in brigades, c.in 
give leave to officers who are sick to go only to the nearest hospital station.* 

On the 30th Sept, the Marshal gave the following order : 

* His Excellency the Marshal, in order to avoid the inconvenience of officers quitting 
their regiments, upon leave of absence, on occasions in which their absence might he pieju-« 
dicial to the service; and as he is himself necessarily sejiarated at this moment from parts 
of the army, and cannot judge of the circumstances which frequently occur to delay the 
grant of the applications of officers for leave ; and because it is necessary that every other 
consideration should give way to the good of the service, desires that all officers, commanders 
of regiments or brigades which shall be in a division or corps under the command of an 
officer in the service of His Britannic Majesty, shall make themselves acquainted with the 
opinion of the said officer, whether it would lie inconvenient for the service that the request 
of a particular officer for leave of absence should be granted, liefore they shall transmit such 
request for the decision of his Excellency the Marshal Commander in Chief of the Portu- 
guese army, and such request is not to be transmitted without the consent of tlie officer 
commanding the division or corps of the army in which such officer shall be serving. 

‘ This order does not authorise any person whatever to grant leave of absence ; and the 
grant of permission to officers who are sick to quit their liattalions or regiments is to con- 
tinue as regulated by the orders of the 25th July and 6th Sept.* 

3. The Commander of the Forces particularly requests that General officers and otliers 
who have officers of the Portuguese army attached to them, will observe that they have not 
the power of giving leave to those officers to quit their stations, excising under the terms 
of the MarshiJ's order of the 25lh July and 6th Sept., when thoee officers diall be sick. 
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hospitalf, &c., the accounts which were enclosed in your letter of the 17th 
Sept, with the exception of the charge for bedding and utensils taken 
from the hospital of the city by the soldiers, which can’t be admitted, as 
the attendants should not have permitted those things to be taken away 
without making a representation on the subject to the proper authorities. 

To filajor Gkn. Peacocke. Fieneda, 5th Nov. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 30th Oct., regard- 
ing a ration of wine for the soldiers of the regiments in the garrison of 
Lisbon, &c. 

I beg that you will inform the Commanding officers of regiments, that 
wine forms no part of the soldier’s ration when he receives fresh meat. 
It has been issued to the soldiers of the army as an indulgence, originally, 
only when they made long marches, or were exposed to bad weather ; but 
by subsequent orders of the late Commander of the Forces more frequently. 

There are reasons for continuing the issue of wine or spirits to tlio 
soldiers with the army, which don’t affect those at Lisbon. The pay of 
the soldiers with the army is unfortunately considerably in arrear, while 
that of the soldiers at Lisbon is regularly given to them. The former, 
therefore, have it not in their power to purchase any thing which might 
he offered for sale : tlie latter have not only the means of purchasing what 
they require of this description, but they can find something to purchase. 

Upon the whole, therefore, I am unwilling to burthen the public with 
this additional expense, which it does not appear to me to be necessary 
to incur. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrent, Military Secretary. Freneda, Gth Nov. 1811. 

1 hear that measures are in contemplation to alter the clothing, caps, &c. 
of the army. There is no subject of which 1 understand so little ; and, 
abstractedly speaking, 1 think it indifferent how a soldier is clothed, pro- 
vided it is in a uniform manner ; and that he is forced to keep himself 
clean and smart, as a soldier ought to be. But there is one thing 1 depre- 
cate, and that is any imitation of the French, in any manner. 

It is impossible to form an idea of the inconveniences and injury which 
result from having any thing like them, either on horseback or on foot. 

and his piquet were taken in June, because the 3d hussars had 

the same caps as the French chcLsseurs h ckeval and some of their hussars : 
and 1 was near being taken on the 25th Sept from the same cause. 

At a distance, or in an action, colors are nothing : the profile, and shape 
of the man’s cap, and his general appearance, are what guide us ; and why 
should we make our people look like the French ? A cached tailed horse 
is a good mark for a dragoon, if you can get a side view of him ; but 
there is no such mark as the English helmet, and, as far as I can judge, 
it is the best cover a dragoon can have for his head. I mention this, 
because in all probability you may have something to say to these altera- 
tions ; and I only beg that we may be as different as possible from the 
French in every thing. The narrow top caps of our infantry, as opposed 
to their broad top caps, are a great advantage to those who are to look at 
long lines of posts opposed to each other. • 
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To the Earl of LiftfpocJ. Freneda» dth Not. 1811. 

I informed your Lordship, in my dispatches of the 23d and 30th Oct., 
of the orders which 1 had given to Lieut. Gen. Hill to move into Estre- 
madura with the troops under his command, and with his progress to the 
26th Oct 

He marched on the 27th by Aldea del Cano to Alcuescar ; and, on the 
28th, in the morning, surprised the enemy’s troops under Gen. Girard at 
Arroyo Molinos, and dispersed the division of infantry and the cavalry 
which had been employed under the command of that General, taking 
Gen. Brun, the Prince d’Aremberg, and above 1300 prisoners, 3 pieces 
of cannon, &c. &c., and having killed many in the action with the enemy, 
and in the subsequent pursuit. Gen. Girard escaped wounded ; and, by 
all the accounts which I have received, Gen. Dombrowski was killed. 

I beg to refer your Lordship, fur the details of Lieut. Gen. Hill’s opera- 
tions to the 30th Oct., to his dispatch * to me of that date from Merida, 

* Lieut. Qeii. R. Hill to Gen, Vise. W ellington, K.B. Merida, SOthOot. 1811. 

In punuance of the instructioiia which 1 received from your Excellency to drive the 
enemy out of that part of Estremadura which lies between the Tagus and the Guadiaiia, 
and to replace the corps under the command of Brig. Gen. the Conde de Penne Villemur 
in Caceres (from which town it had been obliged to retire by tlie siifierior force of the 
enemy), I put a portion of tlie troops under my orders in motion on the 22d iiist. from their 
cantonments in the neighbourhood of Poitalegre, and oilvanced with them towards the 
Spanish frontier. 

On the 23d the head of the column reachtsl Albuiquerque, where I learned that the 
enemy, who had advanced to Aliseda, had fallen back to Arroyo del Puerco and Caceres, 
and that the S)ianiards were again in possmion of Aliseda. On the 2‘lth 1 had a brii^ade 
of British infantry, half a brigade of Portuguese artillery (6 pounders), and some of niy 
cavalry at Aliseda ; and the remainder of my ca\ airy, another brigade of British infantry, 
and half a brigade of Portuguese 6 pounders at Casa de (^astillana, alxxit a league distant. 
On the 2dth the Conile de Penne Villemur made a reconnaissance with his cavaliy, and 
drove the enemy from Arroyo del Puerco ; the enemy retired to Malpartido, which place 
he occupied as an advanced post with about 300 cavalry and some infantry, his main body 
lieing still at Caceres. On the 26th, at daybreak, the troops arrived at Mal}>artida, and 
found that the enemy had left that place, retiring towards Caceres, followed by a sniall 
party of the 2d hussars, who skirmished with bis rear guard. 1 was shortly afterwards 
informed that the whole of the enemy's force had left Caceres, but the want of certainty as 
to the direction he had taken, and the extreme badness of the weather, induced me to halt 
the Portuguese and British troops at Malpmtida for that night. The Spaniards moved on 
to Caceres. 

Having received certain information that the enemy bad marched on Torremocha, 1 put 
the troops at Malpartida in motion on the morning of the 27th, and advanced by the road 
leading to Merida, through Aldea del Cano and Casas de Don Antonio, being a shorter 
route than that followed by the enemy, uiid which aflurded a hope of being able to interceiit 
and bring him to action, and 1 was here joined by the Spaniaids from Caceies. On the 
march I received information that the enemy hod oidy left Torremocha that moniiiig, and 
that he bad again halted his main body at Arroyo Molinos, leaving a rear guard at Albala, 
which was a satisfactory proof that he was ignorant of the movements of the troops under 
my command. I therefore made a forced march to Alcuescar that evening, where the 
troop were so placed as to be out of sight of the enemy, and no fires were allowed to be 
made. 

On my arrival at Alcuescar, which is within a league of Arroyo Molinos, every thing 
tended to confirm me in the opinion that the enemy was not only in total ignorance of my 
near approach, but extremely off his guard ; and 1 determined upon attempting to surprise, 
or at least to bring him to action, before he should march in tlie morning, and the necessary 
dispositions were made fur that pur|)OBe. I'he town of Arroyo Molinos is situated at the 
foot of one extremity of the Sierra de Montanches, the mountain runiiing from it to the 
rear in the form of a crescent, almost every where inaccessible, the two points being about 2 
miles asunder. The Truxillo road runs round that to the eastward. 

The road leading from the town to Merida runs at right angles with that from Alcues- 
car, and the road to Medellin passes between those to Truxillo and Merida, the grounds 
over which the troop had to manceuvre being a plain thinly scattered with oak and cork 
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a copy of which 1 enclose. 1 have frequently had the pleasure to report 
to your Lordship the zeal and ability with which Lieut. Gen. Hill had 
carried into execution the operations intrusted to his charge ; and I have 
great satisfaction in repeating my commendations of him, and of the brave 
troops under his command, upon the present occasion, in which the ability 
of the Genera], and the gallantry and discipline of the officers and troops, 
have been conspicuous. 

1 send, with Gen. Hill’s dispatch, apian of the ground and of the operas 
tions on the 28th Oct., by Capt. Hill, the General’s brother and aide de 
camp, who attended him in the action, and will be able to give your Lord- 
ship any further details which you may require. 1 beg leave to recom- 
mend him to your protection. Lieut. Gen. Hill has since returned to his 
cantonments at Portalegre, having left Gen. Castahos’ troops at Caceres. 

It would have been useless for Gen. Hill to push his operations beyond 
the Guadiana, as Drouet, with the other division of the 5th corps, would 

treri. My oliject of course was to |ilace a body of troops so as to cut off the retreat of the 
eiipuiy by these roads. 

The trooiis moved tnim their bivouac near Alcuescar about 2 o'clock in tlie mortiiti|!f of 
the 28th, in 1 column, right in front, direct on Arroyo Molinos, and in the following order : 
Major Geii. the Hon. K. Howard's brigade of infiuitry (Ist batt. 50th. 7lBt, and 92d regts., 
and one company of the 60th); Col. Wilson's brigade (1st liatt. 2Sth, 2d batt. 34th 
and 39Ui regts., and one com]iaiiy of the 60th) ; 6th Portuguese regt. of the line, and 6tli 
ca^adores, under Col. Ashworth; the S|iaiiu(b infantry untler Biig. Gen. Murillo; Major 
(ven. Long's brigade of cavalry (2d hussars. 9th and I3th light dragoons); and Uie 8 |mi- 
iiish cavalry, under the Conde de Penne Villetniir. They moved in tliis order until 
within hull a mile of tlie town of Arroyo MoIiiiim, where, under co\ei of a low ridge, tlie 
column closetl, and divided into 3 columns. Major Gen. Howuid's brigade, and tliree G 
|)ounders under Lieut. Col. Stewart, siipporteit by Brig. (acn. Morillo's infantry, the left ; 
Col. Wilson's brigade, the Portuguese infantry under Col. Ashworth, two 6 jiouiiders and 
a huwiUer, the right, under Major Geii. Howard; and the cavalry tlie centre. 

As the day dawned a violent storm of rain and thick mist came on, under cover of 
which the eoluiniisailvaiiced in the direction and in the order which bad been pointed out 
to them. The left column, under Lieut. Col. Stewart, marched direct u]miii the town. 
The 71st, one cum|Niiiy of the 60th, and 92d regts.. at qiiuiter distance, and the 50th in 
close column, somewhat in the real, with the guns as u resene. The light column, under 
Major Gen. Howaril, having the S9lli regt. as a reseive, broke ofl' to the right so as to turn 
the enemy's left, luid having gamed alsiut the distance of a cannon shot to that flank, it 
niarcheil in a circular direction iijhiii the further point of the crescent, on the mountain 
aluive mailt ioiietl. The cavalry under Lieiit. Gen. Sir W. Krskiiie moved between the 2 
columns of infantry, ready to act in front or move loiiiid either of (hem as occasion might 
require. 

The advance of our culiiinii was uiipereeived by (he enemy until they approached very 
near, at which moment he was filing out of the town upon the Merida road ; the rear of 
his column, some of his cavalry, and ])art of his baggage lieing still iu it. One biigade of 
his infantry had marched for MtHieliiii an hour before daylight. 

The 7U1 and 92d regts. charged into the town with cheeis, and drove the enemy every 
where at the point of tlie liayoiiet. having a few men cut down by the enemy's cavalry. 

The enemy's i/ifaiitry. which had got out of the town, had, by the time these regiments 
arrived at the extremity of it, formed into 2 squares, with the cavalry on their left. The 
whole were posted between the Merida and Medellin roads, fronting Alcuescar ; the right 
square U*iiig formed within half musket shot of the town, the garden walls of which weie 
promptly lined by the 71st light infantry, while the 02d regt. tiled out and formed Hue on 
their right, )H‘rpendicular to the enemy's right flank, which was much annoyed by the 
well directed fire of the 7lst. In the mean time one wing of the SOtli regt. occupied tlie 
town and secured the prisoners, and the other wing along with the three 6 pouiiden skirted 
the outside of it ; the artillery as soon as within range firing with great effect upon the 
sqiioses. 

Whilst fhe enemy was thus occupied on his right, Major Gen. Howard's column con* 
tinned moving round his leA ; and our cavalry advaiiriiig andi crossing the head of tlie 
column, cut off the enemy's cavalry from his itifknfry, cliarging itgepeatedly, and putting 
it to Uie rout. The 13tli liglit dragoons, at the same timej to^ possession at the enemy's 
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have retired before him ; and equally so to remain at Merida. He would 
not have maintained his position beyond the Guadiana, and he would 
always have been liable to a hurried retreat by a movement of a superior 
enemy to the bridge of Badajoz. Neither could he have remained at 
Merida without increasing the difficulty and expense of the subsistence of 
the troops, and augmenting the distance from, and rendering more diffi- 
cult the communication with, this part of the army. I therefore desired 
him to return to Portalegre as soon as he should have put Gen. Castanos* 
troops in possession of Caceres. 

After 1 had written to your Lordship on the 30th Oct., 1 received 
information on the Slst that the enemy were making preparations for the 
collection of a large corps at Salamanca, and for their march in this 
direction, with a view to convoy in safety a new governor, and a further 
supply of provisions and stores, to Ciudad Rodrigo, of which preparations 
the movement from Ledesma, reported in my dispatch of tlie 30th, was 
a part. 

artilleiy : one of the charges made by two squadrons uf the 2d hussars and one of the 
!^th light dragoons was particularly gallant; tlie lalter commanded by Capt. Gore, and 
tlie whole under Major Busche of the hussars. 1 ought previously to liave mentioned that 
tlie British cavalry having, through tlie darkness of the night and the badness of tlie roads, 
been somewhat delayed, the Spanish cavalry under the Conde de Penne Villemur was on 
this occasion the first to form upon the plaiu and engage the enemy, until the British were 
enabled to come up. 

The enemy was now in full retreat, but Major Gen. Howard's column having 
gained the point to which it was directed, and the left column gaining fast upon him, 
lie hod no resource but to surrender, or to disperse and ascend the mountain. He 
preferred tlie latter; and ascending near the eastern extremity of the crescent, and which 
might have lieeu deemed inaccessible, was followerl closely by the 28th and 34th regts., 
whilst the 39th legt. and Col. Ashworth's brigade of Portuguese infantry followed round 
tlie foot of the mountain by the Truxillo road, to take him again in flank. At the same 
time Brig. Gen. Murillo's infantry ascended at some distance to the left with tlie same 
view. 

As may be imagined, the enemy's troops were by this time in the utmost panic ; his 
cavalry was flying in every direction, the infantry threw away their arms, and the only 
effort of either was to escape. The troops under Major Gen. Howard's immediate com< 
maud, as well as those he had sent round the point of the mountain, pursued them over 
the rocks, making prisoners at every st^, until iiis own men liecoine so exhausted and f(*w 
in numlier, that it was necessary for him to halt and secure the prisoners, and leave the 
further pursuit to the Spanish infantry under Brig. Geii. Murillo, who from the direction 
in which they had ascended had now become the roost advanced ; tlie force Gen. Girard 
liad with him at the commencement, which consisted of 2,500 infantry and 6t)0 cavalry, 
lieing at this time totally dispersed. In the course of these o))erations Brig. Gen. Camji- 
beirs brigade of Portuguese infantry (tlie 4tb and lOtli regts.), and the 18th Portuguene 
infantry, joined from Casas de Don Antonio, when* they hud halted for the preceding 
night ; and as soon as 1 judged they could no longer be required at the scene of action, 1 
detached them with die brigade consisting of the 50th, 7lst, and 92d regts., and Major 
Gen. Long's brigade of cavalry, towards Merida ; tliey reached San Pedro that night, and 
entered Merida iliis murniiig ; the enemy having in tlie course of the night retreated from 
hence in great alarm to Almendralejo. The Conde de Penne Villemur formed tlie ad- 
vanced gu 4 ird with his cavalry, and had entered the town previous to the arrival of the 
British. 

The ultimate consequences of these operations I need not point out to your Lordship ; their 
immediate re^t is the capture of one General of cavalry (Bruii), one Colonel of cavaLy 
(the Prince d’Aremberg), one Lieut Colonel (CAe/ d* Elat Major\ one aide de camp of 
Gen. Girard, 2 Lient. Colonels, one cammiaaairt de guerre^ 30 Captains and inferior ofiloeii, 
and upwards of 1000 men, sdready sent off under an escort to Portalegre ; the whole of 
the enemy's artillery, baggage, and commissar^ some magasiuei of com, which be had 
collected at Caem and Merida, and the contribution of money which he bad collecicd on 
the former town, besides the total dispersion of Gen. Girard's corps. The loss of the enemy 
in killed must alsobave been Kvere, while that on our side was comparatively trifling, as ap- 
pears by the accompanying return, in which your Lordship will lament to see the name gf 
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The reports received on the Slat afforded ground for belief that the 
army of the north, with one division of the * Armk de Portugal^ were 
to be assembled upon this occasion, and I was therefore induced to make 
arrangements for collecting our army on the right of the Agueda to 
attack them ; but tlie heavy rains which had fallen just at this period 
filled the Agueda, and the fords were no longer practicable; and the 
enemy took advantage of this circumstance to effect their object, by 
means of one division of infantry, and about 600 cavalry. 

The new governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, Gen. Barrie, moved from Sala- 
manca on the 30th Oct., and, on the Isl Nov., at night, arrived at Ciudad 
Rodrigo, escorted by one division of infantry, and 600 cavalry, collected 
from their cantonments on tlie Upper Tormes, and brouglit with him a 
considerable number of cattle for the garrison. The state of the fords of 
the Agueda, till the morning of the 2d, prevented our troops from 
making any movement to prevent his communication witli the place, and 
tlie enemy had marched on their return before daylight. 

I have before now described to your Lordship the river Agueda as a 
military feature in this country. It is difficult for an army to pass this 
river at any time ; but the only road by which it is practicable for an 
army to pass to the eastward, when the rains have filled the rivers, is by 
the bridge of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and the torrent of water in the Agueda 
during the rains is of tliat description, that it is impossible to overcome 


Lieut. Strcniiwilz, aide de camp to Lieut. Gen. Sir W.Krskine, whose extreme gallantry led 
him into the midst of the enemy's cavalry, and occasioned his being taken prisoner. 

Thus has ended an expedition which, altnotigh not bringing into play to the full extent 
the gallantry and sjjiiit of those engaged, will, I trust, give them a claim to your l^rd- 
•hi^i's approbation. No praisi' of mine can do justice to their admirable conduct, the 
patience and goinl will shown by all ranks during forced marches in the worst weather, 
their strict attention to the orders they received, the jirecision with which they moved to 
the attack, and their obedience to cuinmaiid during the action. In short, the manner in 
which every one has performed his duty, from the first commencement of the operations, 
merits my warmest thanks, and will not, 1 am sure, ])a88 unoliserviHl by your Lordship. 

To Lieut, (ieii. Sir W. Erskine 1 must express my obligations for his assistance and 
advice upon all occasions. To Major Gen. the Hon. K. Howard, who dismounted and 
headed his froojw up the dillicult ascent of the Sierra, and throughout most ably conducted 
his column ; and to Major Gen. Lung, for his exertions at the head of his brigade, I feel 
myself jiarticularly indebted. 1 must also express my obligations to G)l. Wilson, Col. 
Ashworth, and Lieut. Col. Stewart, commanding brigades, for the able manner in which 
tliey led tliem. 

Lieut. Col. Cameron, Lieut. Col. the Hon. H. Cadogan, Lieut. Col. the Hon. A. Aber- 
emmby, and Lieut. Cols. Fenwick, Muter, and Lindsay, Majors Harrison and Busche, 
Major Pork (comniaudiiig the light companies), and Capt. Gore (oommaiuling the 9th 
light dragoons), Major Hartmann, commanding the artillery, Lieut. Col. (vrani and Major 
Birmingham of the Portuguese service, Capt. Arriaga of the Portuguese aitillery (whose 
guns did so much execution), severally merit my wannest wprubation by their conduct; 
and 1 must not omit to mention the exertions made by Brig. Gen. Campbell and bis 
troops to arrive in time to give their assistance. Gen. Giron, the chief of Gen. Costanos* 
stall, and second in command of the 5th Spanish army, has done me the honor to accom- 
pany me during these operations, and I feel miichSiidebted to him^ for his assistance and 
valuable advice. Brig. Gen. the Conde de Penne Villemur, Brig. Gen. Morillo, Col. 
Downie, and the Spanish officers and soldiers in general, have conducted themselves in a 
moimer to excite my attire approbation. 

Having now, 1 hope, accomplished the olnect of your Lordship’s wishes with the troojn 
under my command, I shall give them one <iay’s rest at this place, and then return towarw 
the Portuguese frontier for the purpose of replacing them in contartments. 

To Lieut Col. Rooke, A. A. G., and Lieut. Col. Offeny, A.dQ>M. G., for the able 
maiiuer in whicli they liave conducted their departments, and alio for the valuable 
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this obstacle. 1 hope, however, soon to have the means of passing the 
river in the state in which it is usually in winter. 

According to the last accounts of the 22d Oct., which I have received 
from Cadiz, Gen. Ballesteros was still encamped under the guns of 
Gibraltar. No attack had been made upon Tarifa; but the Spanish 
troops, under Gen. Copons, had not arrived there. 

The enemy had made a second attack upon Saguntum, in Valencia, on 
the evening of the 8th Oct, but had been repulsed, it is stated, with con- 
siderable loss; and it was believed that Marshal Suchet was about to 
retire. I have since heard of the march of 9000 men by Calatayud on 
the 21st Oct, by one cliannel, on their return from Valencia; by another, 
that they were going to join Marshal Suchet from Aragon. 

It is possible that he may have been obliged to retire by the want of 
provisions ; and the second attempt to obtain possession by storm of a post 
against which he had not broken ground, affords a hope that he was dis- 
tressed in this manner ; but I have no doubt that the French have the 
means of increasing Uieir force in Valencia to the amount stated, without 
detaching from the army of the north, the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ and 
the army of tlie south, which arc kept in check by us. 

In the mean time, I see by accounts of the llth Oct., from Valencia, 
that Gen. Blake began to feel distress for the want of provisions, and of 
money to purchase them. 

No movement has been made in the north since I wrote to your Lord- 
ship last. 

assistance arui advice which I have at all times received from them ; to the officers of the 
A. G. and Q. M. G. ilepartnients ; to Capt. Squire, Royal Engineers, for his intelligence 
and iiulefutigable exertions during the whole ojierations ; and to Capt. Currie and my 
tKTsonal stall', my wannest thanks are due. 

This dispatch will tie delivered to your Loidship by Capt. Hill, my first aide de camp, 
to whom I t>eg to refer yonr Lordship for all further ])arHcular8. 

P.S. Since writing the above rejiort a giHKl many more prisoners have been made, and 
I doubt not but the whole will amount to 1300 or 1400. 

Hiig. Gen. Morillo has just returned from the pursuit of the dispersed, whom he followed 
for 8 leagues. He reports that, besides those killed in the plains, upwards of 600 dead 
were found in tiie wooils and mountains. 

(aeii. Girard escaped in the direction of La Serena with 200 or 300 men, mostly without 
arms, and is stated by his own aide de camp to be wounded. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the corps of the army under the immediate 
orders of Lieut. Gen. R. Hill, in the action with the French army, near Arroyo Moliiioo, 
on the 2Sth Oct. 1811. (See Appendix, No. XIV.) 
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To the Earl of Liverpool. Frenedo, Gth Nov. 1611. 

I enclose a letter* from Gen. Hill, which, besides his dispatch, shows 
his wishes regarding his officers. I particularly recommend to your pro- 
tection his brother, Capt. Hill ; and 1 hope that the Commander in Chief 
will promote his aide de camp, Capt. Currie. 

It would be particularly agreeable to me, if some mark of the favor of 
H. R. H. the Prince Regent were conferred upon Gen. Hill ; his services 
have been always meritorious, and very distinguished in this country, and 
he is beloved by the whole army. 

At the passage of the Douro, he commanded the detachment which 
first crossed the river, after Gen. Paget was wounded, which maintained 
itself against all the efforts of Soult’s corps ; and he commanded a divi- 
sion, distinguished himself, and was wounded in the battle of Talavera. 
He has since commanded a separate corps of this army ; he has shown 
the greatest ability in all the movements which he has made; and 

* Lieut. Gen. R. Hill to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. Monda, sotli 0«?t. isii. 

In my report which accompanies this, 1 have endeavored to give your Lordship as 
faithful a detail of the occurrences of each day as possible ; and 1 have to request that 
should your Lordship deem the advantage 1 have gained over the enemy of sufficient con- 
sequence to send an officer to England with the rejmrt of it, my first aide de camp, Capt. 
Hill, may be the bearer of it. 

Never did troo|)S behave better than those which your Lordship has been pleased to place 
under my command, and 1 do feel tliey are deserving of any moik of approbation your 
Lordship may feel disposed to confer on them, either by selecting individuals for promotion 
or otherwise, as to your Tjordshin may up^iear most suitable. 1 beg, however, clearly to be 
understood, 1 have held out notliiiig of tlie kind to them. 

I do again most strongly recommend to your Lordslfq/s protection my aide de camp, 
Capt. Currie, of the 90th regt., an officer of 18 years' active service. From the manner in 
which your Lordship was pleo^ to favor the late memorial of this officer, 1 have reason 
to hope he has lieen promoted before this ; but as there may be a delay, 1 will thank your 
Lordship to insure his promotion by a second application. To the zeal and indefatigable 
exertions of Capt. Squire, Royal Engineers, 1 shall ever feel indebted, and I do most 
strongly recommend him for that promotion which is so justly due to his merits and to 
the service. 1 can assure your Lordship that his knowledge of the Spaiiish luiguage has 
enabled me to co-nperate most cordially with the Sfianiards, and that his military know- 
ledge has contribute very much to our late success. Lieut. Bayley, 31st regt., D. A. A. G., 
has been long usefully employcil on the Staff of this corps of Uie aimy. He is an officer of 
1 1 years* standing, and I strongly recommend liim for promotion. 

I am happy to add that the great<>st harmony subsisted amongst the allied troops 
during our late operations, and that nothing could exceed the good will and friendly 
disposition of the inhaliitants of the district through which we passed. I mention it as a 
singular instance of fidelity and patriotism, that although the inhabitants of Alcuescar in 
general, as also those of Arroyo Moliiios, knew of the arrival of the allied troops in the 
vicinity of the former place on tlie night of the 27th, not a man could be seduced from his 
duty, and the enemy remained in total ignorance of our near approach. On the otlier 
hand, 1 was correctly informed of every thing going on in Arroyo Moliuos during the 
night. 

In writing my official report I found it difficult to state the distinct services of some 
officers, from the nature of our operations ; but I am sure your Lordship will be pleased 
to hear of the extreme good conduct of Col. Cadogan and Col. Abercromby, two officers of 
the greatest promise. The conduct, too, of Gen. Howard has been uniformly praiseworthy. 
The Marquis of Tweeddale has evinced great zeal and personal bravery, and several other 
officers of the Staff distinguished themselves. 1 cannot in justice omit Capt. Blaquiere of 
the 60tb regt., who went into the town of Arroyo Moliuos in the night of the 27 th, and 
broyght me the most correct information of the enemy's situation. The Commissariat 
department has been well conducted by Mr. Routh, considering the circumstances under 
which he acted. 

Lieut. Hillier, of the 29th regt, who has been employed on ffie reconnoitring service for 
some time past, has been extremely useful on this occasion, from his intimate knowledge of 
the country which we passed and of the Spanish language. 



PORTUGAL. 


357 


nobody could have been more successful than he has been in his late 
operation. 

In recommending him, as I do most anxiously, I really feel that there 
is no officer to whom an act of grace and favor would be received by the 
army with more satisfaction than on Gen. Hill. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Frenedo, 6th Nov. 1811. 

I enclose the last morning state. You ’ll see that the number of sick 
is diminishing ; and although the troops look ill, particularly the new 
comers, they are certainly improving in health. It is astonishing how 
much the climate has affected the new regiments ; the dragoons, in par- 
ticular, cannot produce half the number of men for duty that the old 
regiments can. 

I am sorry to say that I am about to lose some valuable assistance in. 
officers. The Commissary Gen., Dr. Franck, and Gen. Pakenham are 
obliged to go home on account of their health. 

P.S. I conclude that you know that the Due d’Arembcrg is one of the 
Imperial family, and a member of the Confederation of the Rhine ; but 
lest you should not, I mention it. He married Mad“*- Tascher, who is 
related to the Empress Josephine; and there was a grand ceremony at 
Paris on the occasion of his wedding, as for the marriage of one * dc la 
famille.’ 


To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 7tb Nov. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 30th Oct. from 
Merida, and I congratulate you upon the success of your expedition into 
Estremadura. 

I beg leave, at the same time, to return you my thanks for the zeal and 
ability which you have manifested in carrying into execution the measures 
which I had recommended to your attention in that province, and I request 
you to take an opportunity of assuring the General officers and troops 
under your command, that 1 have perused with the greatest satisfaction 
your report of the patience, perseverance, gallantry, and discipline, of their 
conduct throughout tlie late expedition ; and that 1 have not failed to make 
my sense of these qualities known to H.R.H. the Prince Regent, and to 
H.R.H. the Commander in Chief, as well as to the Portuguese government. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 8tli Nov. 1811, 10 f.m. 

I have just received your letter of the 7th, 4 f.m. Churchill did not 
arrive till the afternoon of the 6th, but the delay did not signify, as 1 
stopped the packet, and your brother could not arrive at Lisbon till late 
on Sunday, or even Monday, on account of the same cause, the badness of 
the horses on the road. I have likewise perused your letter to Lord 
FitzRoy Somerset of the 7th ; and you will have beard from Churchill, that 


A. G. O. Freneda, Btli Nov. ISU. 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests that the Commanding officers of regiments 
will send a return to the A. G. office, as soon as possible, specifying the number of 
masons, of carpenters, of sawyers^ of blacksmiths, and of wheelwrights there axe in the 
regiments under their command relatively. 
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I concurred in the arrangements you had made respecting Brun’s carriage, 
the guns, and the horses or mules for them. 

The money which remains should be given to Gen. Castanos. The 
Prince d'Aremberg is a great card, being a member of the Confederation 
of the Rhine, and a Prince of the Imperial family ; that is to say, married 
to Mad'*** Tascher, Josephine's niece, who was to have been married to Fer- 
dinand VII. You should take care, therefore, that in any communications 
he has with his brother, or other ofHcers, he has the attendance of a sharp 
English officer, and the sooner he is sent off the better. 

I scud you cartels for the exchange of Lieut. Strenuwitz and Capt. Nixon, 
for Lieut. Du Bourg and Capt. Margen ; and take care that our officers are 
at your posts when the French officers are sent in, otherwise they will play 
you the tricks they did to me last winter about Percy and Carden. In 
respect to Mackworth, he is a Lieutenant, and I cannot allow a Captain to 
go in exchange for him ; but you may name any Ideutenant of those you 
have taken in exchange, for whom I will give Mackworth a cartel, and the 
officer you will name shall either be sent to France, or back to the army ; 
I should prefer the former. If this will not suit, I will write to England, 
that a Lieutenant may be sent back to France in exchange for Mackworth, 
and when I shall know his name, 1 will give Mackworth his cartel. 

Tell Capt. Larchier that I am sorry I cannot allow him to go, but that 
I will write to the Commissioners in England to desire that they will ex- 
change him by tlic earliest opportunity. I beg that you will inform the 
Comte d'Erlon,* that with every desire to oblige him, I am much concerned 
that a regard for the interests and lionor of my own country, and of the 
officers and soldiers placed under my command, will prevent me from com- 
plying with his desire that the Prince d'Arcmbcrg, Col. Iludry, and the 
chefs de bataillon, Veiten and Voirol, should return to the French army 
on their parole ; that I am concerned to state that the Commissioners for 
prisoners in England have informed me that they have sent to France 
several officers prisoners on their parole, not one of whom has ever returned, 
nor has the same indulgence ever been extended to British officers pri- 
soners in France. 

I am sorry to add to this statement, that in tl)e course of 3 years, during 
which I have been opposed to tlic French armies in the Peninsula, the 
French Generals have not allowed one officer to come back upon his parole, 
excepting Lieut. Mackworth, who was allowed to return by the Mardchal 
Due de Kagusc. 

I beg you also to inform the Comte d'Fh'lon, that I have received with 
the greatest concern the accounts which have reached me of the ill treat- 
ment of the prisoners of the allied British and Portuguese army taken by 
the French armj^ of the south. He, who has served in the ‘ Armee de 
P(rrtugal^ knows how I have treated the French officers and soldiers who 
have fallen into my hands, and how many of them I have saved ; indeed, 
nobody ought to know this better than Marshal Soult ; yet I am sorry to 
say, that the officers and soldiers who have been taken by the army of tlie 
south have been treated most shamefully. ' 

I observe Brito’s intelligence regarding Soult’s movement, which lias 

* GC*n£ral Drouet. 
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certainly been occasiuned by yours ; however, you are in safety, an*d you 
have now only to attend to the instructions 1 sent you to watch Uie enemy’s 
movements upon Campo Maior and Ouguela, and endeavor to ascertain 
the exact strength of the enemy in Estremadura; and 1 may probably re- 
quest you to try what you can do with them again. 

To tbe Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 8tb Nov. 181J. 

I have received your letter of the 22d, and I enclose the copy of my last 
dispatch and its enclosure ; and likewise a private letter from Hill. He 
has done his business very well. 1 have desired him to give the guns, 
mules, and money taken from the enemy to Castaiios, so that the Spaniards 
will be in very good humor with us for a day or two. 

I believe we had at one time more than 17,000 sick and wounded, but 
7000 to 8000 of them were wounded. I never saw any army so unhealthy. 
Every man that came out from England went to the hospital immediately 
after, if not before, he joined the army, and several of the old Walcheren 
cases appeared again. We lost but very few, and they are now reco- 
vering, but we have still 14,000 in the hospitals. Notwithstanding, how- 
ever, that I have sent home about 1000 effective men in 3 weak regiments, 
we have 3000 men fit for duty more than we had when the French were 
here in September. 

The sickness of our army might as well not have appeared in the 
Spanish newspapers. But the liberty of the press, as it is called, at Cadiz, 
is as prejudicial to us as sometliing of the same kind is in England. 

Lardizabal’s story affords a curious commentary upon the modem no- 
tions of liberty. The Cortes began wrong, and they will never be right 
till they constitute a stout executive government, and have sense enough 
to confine themselves to be a branch of tlie legislature. 

To His Exct>llfiicy C. Stuart. Freneda, 8tli Nov. 1811. 

You will have seen my answer to the Portuguese government on one 
point of the Prinee’s letter about Oliven<^a ; viz., to order that the Portu- 
guese flag miglit be kej>t flying there. In point of fact, the Portuguese 
and Spaniards were fighting tliere when tlie place was taken, and I arrived 
at Elvas last April, which matter I settled by ordering out the Portuguese, 
and desiring Castanos to take possession of the place. The other point 1 
did not touch upon ; because, in a discussion with the Portuguese govern- 
ment, I have no concern with His Majesty’s arbitration of their claim 
upon Spain, that 01iven<ja shall be restored to tliem. 

But what is the nature of this claim, and what is Great Britain to arbi- 
trate ? Tlie claim is one upon the good will of Spain, as Oliven^a was 
ceded by treaty, as formally as Trinidad was ceded by treaty to us. There 
is no difference about the treaty which Great Britain ibuld arbitrate ; but 
His Majesty will have to use his influence with Spain to make the restora- 
tion. His Majesty must take care that Spain does not on the same 
grounds require from him the restitution of Trinidad. 

In respect to Dom M. Forjaz, it is my opinion that he ought to confine 
himself, in his letter of justification to the Prince, to the charges contained 
in Uie Prince’s letter to me, without alluding to private reports, &c. of his 
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being the cause of my being on a bad footing with the government. It is 
difficult to say what will be successful and what otherwise, in these govern'* 
ments of intrigue ; but in my opinion, the broad distinct line is the best. 
The Prince accuses him of want of zeal and love for his service, and of 
disobedience to his orders ; and not of fomenting differences. 

It is difficult, excepting by protestation, to prove the negative of the 
first two charges ; and in respect to the last, 1 should recommend him to 
defend himself as I have defended him, by saying that he is the officer of 
this government, and can neither obey nor disobey, excepting by their 
orders, and beg that his Royal Highness will descend to facts, or justify him. 

In regard to other points, he ought not to refer to them, or suppose it 
possible that he can be charged with causing or fomenting differences. 
They may clear him of the formal charges in the letter of the Prince to 
me, which is all that is on record against him ; but if 1 know them at all, 
they never will allow that 1 could have quarrelled with Principal Sousa, 
if I had not been misled by Dom M. Forjaz. 1 alone can set that matter 
right, which I shall do in my answer to Dum M. Furjaz, which I shall send 
him in English. 

P.S. By the bye, is it wished that I should answer Nogueira’s paper? 

To Col. Lubo. Frcnedn, 9th Nov. 1811. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Lieut. Hay, who lately 
passed through Abrantes in charge of the French General, Renaud, who, 
it appears, having occasion to complain to the Juiz de Fora that the 
General’s servants were robbed, was sent for by the Juiz, and abused and 
ill-treated by him. 

It is always my wish to support the authority of the Portuguese civil 
magistrates, but I am sorry to say that they in general conduct them- 
selves in so arbitrary and improper a manner towards the officers of the 
army, that it is impossible for me to interfere in their favor. 

In this case the French General’s servants were robbed in the house of 
the Juiz de Fora, and what was so natural as to suspect that the Juiz de 
Fora’s servants had committed the robbery P Is it offensive to a magis- 
trate in whose house an officer is robbed, to inform the magistrate that 
his servants are suspected ? Is suspicion proof P Or is there any thing 
in such a statement which ought to disturb the temper of a reasonable 
man to such a degree as to induce him to call an officer before him to 
insult him P The fact is, that if the civil magistrates of the country ex- 
pect the support of authority, they must conduct themselves as magis- 
trates ought, and protect officers and others from robbers ; and I must 
say that if there had been any civil police in Abrantes, the French General 
could not have been robbed in the house of the Juiz de Fora. 

I beg that you wilf*^ communicate these my sentiments to the Juiz de 
Fora of Abrantes. 

To Lieat. Gen. Hill. Frenedo, 9th Nov. 1811. 

1 have not written to you since the 22d, as I had ^nothing new to in- 
struct you, and I would not interrupt your operations^ Nothing could 
bf more satisfactory to me ^an all that you did, and I am happy that 
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I had determined to send home your brother with the report of your 
transactions, before I had heard that it was your wish that 1 should do so. 
He and Churchill will tell you how we are going on here. 

To Idout. G^n. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Freneda, 9th Nor. 1811, 10 a.m, 

I have written to Gen. Graham, to request tlrnt the board of ofScers 
may see the horses which he and bis staff received from the lots sent out 
for the officers of the cavalry ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
desire Col. Elley to fix the time at which he will see them. 

I am very much concerned to hear such had accounts of the — ^th light 
dragoons. It is difficult enough, God knows, to find forage for a regi- 
ment of cavalry any where ; but it is not impossible, as the officers of 
other regiments have proved. 

All depends upon the diligence and attention to their duty of the 
officers ; and I can only say, that if any circumstances exist in the — th 
regt. to render them less efficient than other regiments, I must take their 
horses from them, and give them to other regiments who will take care 
of them, and send the regiment to Lisbon to do duty there, and eventually 
to England. 

I shall be sorry to be obliged to adopt these measures by a regiment of 
which I have reason to entertain a good opinion ; but dragoons are worse 
than useless if their horses and appointments are not taken care of, and 
we must get rid of all of this description. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Pero Negro, 10th Nov. IRll. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th 
ult., with enclosures, which I transmitted to Adm. Berkeley, and I beg 
leave to enclose his answer upon the subject of ships of war carrying 
money to and from Lisbon. 

To J. Biiflctt, Esq., Commissary General.* Freneda, 11th Nov. 1811. 

1 am sorry to enclose a report which I have received from the 7th 
division regarding the want of bread by tlie troops. 1 shall be obliged to 
you to let me know from what magazine those troops draw their supplies ; 
how that magazine was supplied according to the last returns ; and what 
means of transport there are at the disposal of the Commissaries of the 
7th division, particularly of Mr. Carey. 

It is very desirable that the troops should have at all times in their 
cantonments 6 days’ bread and 6 days’ com. Accidents from the swelling 
of rivers would then be avoided ; and in case I should have occasion to 
move the troops, it would not be impossible, from want of bread and com 
with them. I shall be obliged to you if you will let me know, also, how 
the several divisions of infantry, regiments of cavalPf , brigades and troops 
of artillery, now stand for supplies. 

To Gen. Don Carlot de Eipafia. Freneda, 11th Nov. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 1 1th 
inst.| and I have ordered Lieut. Reid,t of the Royal EngineerSy to 

* Now Sir J. Binett, K.C.H. f Col. Reid, Lieut. Governor of Bermuda. 
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proceed to your Excellency’s head quarters, in order to obey such 
orders as you will give him respecting mining the bridges of Yecla and 
Cerralvo. 

I concur entirely in the opinion of your Excellency regarding the im- 
portance of these points, whether with a view to offensive or defensive 
operations ; and I would occupy them, only that I find it impossible to 
support my troops from the magazines, at a greater distance from those 
magazines than they are at present. 

If I had the command of money, to pay in ready money for all the sup- 
plies which a division or larger body of troops would consume in advance 
of the Agueda, it might not be inconvenient to occupy the Yeltes and 
Huelva with one of our divisions, which would effectually secure the 
points referred to. But I cannot at all times command ready money, and 
the people in Spain, however well inclined, will not part with their sup- 
plies without ready money ; and it is impossible for me to pretend to 
supply a division at sucli a distance in advance from the magazines. 
Under these circumstances, whatever may be the inconvenience resulting 
from tlie enemy being in possession of the passages of those rivers, we 
must be satisfied with adopting measures to secure them which may not 
prove adef^uate to their object. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 12(li Nuv. 1811. 

I am much distressed by Strenuwitz’s coming away ; however, as he 
had more reason than another to be alarmed for tlie consequences of stay- 
ing witli the French, 1 excuse in him what I would not excuse in another. 
However, we must put the best appearance on the transaction that we 
can, and 1 beg you to write to the Comte d’Erlon, and tell him that as I 
had already signed and sent to you the cartel for Lieut. Du Bourg, T 
would not withdraw it, but desired that that officer might be sent back in 
exchange for Lieut. Strenuwitz ; that I beg, however, to protest against 
the notion that an officer who is under charge of a guard is bound, by any 
implied parole, not to make his escape from that guard ; that the contrary 
has been admitted in a late correspondence which 1 have had witli Mar- 
shal the Due de Raguse, and tliat the French General officers may depend 
upon it, that as long as they continue the hitherto unheard of mode of 
confining officers under a guard, and not leaving them at liberty upon 
tlieir parole, they must expect that they will take advantage of the favor- 
able disposition of the people of Spain to make their escape. 

I enclose a cartel for Strenuwitz, to be given to himself. 

The J.G. to Lieut. CoL Rooke, A.A.G., 74 divititm. 12th Nov. 1811. 

In reply to your letter of the 10th inst., containing explanations of the reasons 
that men of the 2d division have been sent into hospital without proper returns of 
their necessaries, I am to acquaint you that the facts stated are not satisfactory 
to the Commander of the Forces. His Excellency considers there ought to be at all 
times a roll of the neeessaries of each soldier, and when such soldier goes to 
hospital, all that is necessary is for his Captain to ascertain that such soldier has 
his nectaries as specified in the roll, and to send a copy of it to the hospital. 
This would not take two minutes* time for any man, ana might and ought to be 
performed under any circumstances. Tlie consequence of the ogibsion to perform 
tills duty is, that the Purveyor at the hospital cannot take charge of tlie soldier's 
necessaries ; they, as well as the asms and accoutrements, are lost, and the soldier. 
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when he recoveni, becomes useless, excepting as a b&tman, until he can be com- 
pletely refitted. 

To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Frenedo, 13th Nor. 1811. 

I see that Col. has published his letter in answer to mine on the 

affair of the Barba de Puerco, 1 imagine garbled in the usual Jacobin 
style, and preceded by a statement, the meaning of which is (as far as I 
can understand it) to insinuate that I, or my friends, have published my 
letter. I write in hopes that this will catch you at Lisbon, to intreat you 
on no account to be drawn into a war in the newspapers with this fellow. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill Freneda, 13th Nor. 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 11th, and I enclose a cartel for Lieut. 
Mackworth in exchange for Lieut Miranion. 1 write to desire that 
Lieut. Miramon may be sent from England to France, in exchange for 
Lieut. Mackworth. Pray desire the latter not to throw himself unneces- 
sarily in tlie way of being taken, till Lieut. Miramon can have arrived in 
France, which will be in about 3 weeks. As you have written to Drouet 
that you would send Du Bourg for Strenuwitz, it is scarcely worth while 
to write the letter which I recommended to you yesterday. 

To His Excellency C. Stiiarf. Freneda, 13th Nov. ISll. 

I was pretty certain that the establishment of the military chest and 
other measures were delayed by tricks. If they execute the former mea- 
sure as I intended, it is quite disconnected with all others, and there is no 
reason whatever for its delay, excepting to give time for the operation of 
intrigue in Brazil. 

I don’t know what plan — had for Exchequer bills and the fabri- 
cation of paper. 1 have also a plan for Exchequer bills, but not at 
Lisbon, where they would ruin us and the Portuguese government also. 
As for paper, they must positively fabricate no more. 

is a very extraordinary personage : at the same time that he was 

in ecstasies of admiration of Mr. Pitt’s plans of finance, the foundation 
of which is credit acquired by honest and plain dealing, and he urged 
these plans, right or wrong, upon this bankrupt government ; he was 
urging upon them likewise all the wild, revolutionary plans of America 
and France, fabrication of paper, selling of crown lands, mortgaging 
estates of emigrants, &c. 

I enclose the draft* of my letter to the Portuguese government about 
Olivenqa. The Princess Carlota appears to get on apace. 

To the Earl of Livoqiool. Freneda, 13th Nov. 1811. 

By tlie accounts which I have received from Cadiz of the 29th Oct., it 
appears that the enemy had retired from Algeziras and San Roque on the 
night of the 21st Oct. Gen. Ballesteros had pursued their rear guard, 
against which he had some succcbs. 

Col. Skerrett conducted with great judgment the detachment of British 
troops, of which he had the command at Tarifa, and his movements 
towards the enemy’s communications must have shown them the imprac** 
* This draft is mitiaing. 
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ticability of their remaining in the position which they had taken. The 
service on which Col. Skerrett'a detachment was sent from Cadiz having 
been effected, I propose to suggest to Major Gen. Cooke the expediency 
of re-calling it, and the regiment de Watte ville will be sent to its destina- 
tion forthwith. 

I have received no further intelligence from the eastern coast since 1 
addressed your Lordship on the 6th inst. I learn from intercepted letters 
that the enemy have accounts that the army of Murcia had moved upon 
Cuenca, with a view to co-operate with the guerrillas, in intercepting the 
communications of Suchet’s corps ; and it is reported that there has been 
a general insurrection in Aragon, since the troops have been withdrawn 
from that kingdom fur the expedition into Valencia; but of this 1 have 
no certain accounts. 

Nothing important has occurred cither in Estremadura since Gen. 
Hill returned to his cantonments, or in this quarter since the governor 
arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo. Tlie enemy have augmented their force in 
Estremadura, but I imagine only witli a view to introduce in security a 
convoy into Badajoz, as I understand that they have barricaded the streets 
of Merida since Gen. Hill withdrew from thence ; and likewise those of 
S** Marta. 

It is reported that there are troops in movement towards Benavente, 
but I have not any intelligence of these movements on which I can 
depend. 

It appears tliat the countiy on both banks of the Tagus os far up as 
Aranjuez has been made over by the Emperor to Marshal Marmont, for 
the support of tlie ^Arm6e de Portugal,^ This arrangement has reduced 
the King to the greatest distress, as the produce of that country was all 
that he had to depend upon ; and he was actually subsisting upon the 
money produced by the retail sale of the grain forcibly levied upon the 
people. This grain having been thus levied and sold by the King, has 
been seized again by Marmont’s orders, and taken from the people who 
had purchased it from the King’s magazines, who have been informed tliat 
the King had no right to sell it ! 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 13th Nov. 1811. 

In consequence of the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of the 8th Aug., 

directing me to order the Commissary Gen. to pay to , Esq., 

the sum of £577 10s., 1 considered it proper first to inquire whether Mr. 

had received any money from any of the pay departments, British 

or Portuguese, in this country ; and I have the honor to enclose a letter 
which I have received on the subject from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, 
stating that Mr. — received, besides his pay as a in the Portu- 

guese service, from January to June, 1809, and an allowance for pur- 
chasing horses and^ mules, a sum amounting to 1,200,000 rm, or 
£337 10s. sterling, from the late Colonel of the CovilhSo militia, for 
which bum he has not accounted. 

I beg to receive your Lordship’s directions whetheii; I shall order that 
sum to be paid to the widow of the Colonel of the CovilhSo militia, and 
that Mr. — - may receive thq, balance of his demand of £577 10s. 
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To ihe Earl of Liverpool. Frenedo, ISth Nov. 1811. 

I send you the last morning state of the army in the field, and the last 
fortnight’s state of the British army. 

I likewise enclose a very curious intercepted letter, which was in 
cipher, from Marmont to Foy,* which shows how these gentry are going 
on ; in fact each Marshal is the natural enemy of the King and of his 
neighbouring Marshal. Pray take care that this letter is not made 
public, as it would disclose that we have the key of the cipher. 

We laugh at the distresses of the French, and enjoy their robberies and 
frauds to relieve them, but we are in great distress ourselves ; however, if 
you have sent me the Exchequer bills which I desired to have, 1 think 1 
shall be able with their assistance, and by the operation of certain financial 
measures which I have prevailed upon the Portuguese government to 
adopt, to do something. 

I refer you to the statement of our financial situation, which the Com- 
missary Gen. sends home this day, which is indeed nearly the same as 
that which I sent you in August ; and I beg you to attend particularly to 
what 1 stated in a recent letter respecting the purchases of bullion at 
Lisbon by the Americans. Seven weeks have elapsed since the date of 
our last accounts from England. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Freneda, I4th Nov. 1811. 

I believe that our train and stores, and the means of moving them, are 
in the following situation. 

The Engineer’s stores, with the carts and bullocks, ready to move; the 
gun bullocks at Lamego, but the guns at Villa da Ponte ; the ordnance 
stores, powder, shot, &c., at Villa da Ponte, but the carts, &c., employed 
Dy the Commissary Gen. I beg that you will order what there are the means 
of moving to proceed by regular easy stages to Almeida, and that you will 
send to Mr. Boyes for the bullocks to draw the guns ; and as soon as they 
arrive, let them proceed likewise to Almeida. The ordnance stores must 
be left where they are, till the means of conveyance for the Engineer’s 
stores can be sent back to convey them by trips to Almeida, as 1 fear that 
* See Appendix, No. XlJl. 


G. O. Vreneda, 14th Nov. 161 1. 

10. The Commander of the Forces trusts that tlie example of Lieut. will induce 

the officers of the army to consider the performance of tlieir duty as their first object, from 
which tlieir attention ought not to he diverted by any idle views of amusement at' Lisbon, 
or elsewhere. 

11. A moment's reflection on these subjects, on which it was Lieut. - ■ . s duty to reflect, 
would have convinced him that the soldiers of his company would suffer the greatest incon- 
venience from his taking with him from the regiment their money ; and the Commander of 

the Forces is concerned to observe from the whole of Lieut. 's conduct, and from his 

having omitted to this moment to r^lace tlie money which he liad im})ropcrly taken away, 
tliat he hud determined in the first instance to avail himself of any idle excuse to go to 
Lisbon for bis amusement for wliich the company's money was to give him tlie means of 
paying tlie expenses. 

12. Lieut *8 proceeding from Abraiites to Lisbon, on the alleged recommendation 

of Dr. , was equally irregular and consistent with the rest of his conduct ; he ought 

to have known that lie could not with propriety remain absent from Ins regiment, on account 
of sickness, without the permission of the Commander of the Forces, founded on the pro- 
oeedings of a Medical board, ordered to assemble in consequence of a report to tb8 Com- 
mander of the Forces of the biul state of his health. 
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it will be impossible to take the cars from the commissariat for that pur- 
pose. However, if Mr. Boyes is of opinion that they can be taken with- 
out inconvenience, I have no objection ; and the ordnance stores for the 
train may come on as fast as there shall be means of conveyance for them. 

Let the company of artillery move with such part of the equipment as 
you may think proper. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 15tli Nor. 1811. 

T have had the honor of receiving your letters to the 6th inst., and I 
entirely concur with you in the approbation which you liave expressed of 
the conduct of Col. Skcrrett up to the 21st Oct., wlien the enemy retired 
from his position at San Ro(iue. 

It is not my wish or intention to interfere with your discretion in 
detaching troops from Cadiz. When first I detached troops from this 
army to that station, 1 ordered that they should not quit the limits of the 
harbor ; but the events of the war in that quarter may render it expedient 
tliat a detaclimcnt should be made from Cadiz, and there may not be time 
to receive my opinion upon the measure. In deciding upon measures of 
this description in future, however, I wish you to advert to the following 
points. 

1st; That the object for which you detach the troops is specified, and 
important in itself. 

2dly; That there is a prospect that tlie detachment of the British 
troops to be sent will have the desired effect. 

3dly ; That they shall be at all times in secure communication with 
their shipping ; for which their Commanding officer must be held respon- 
sible under his instructions, whatever may be the orders he may receive 
from the Spanish General officer under whose command he may be 
placed. 

4th ly ; That the British troops detached shall act together in a body 
under the immediate command of their own Commanding officer. 

When you made the detachment to Tarifa, all the points above recited 
appeared to me to liave been attended to. But 1 would beg you to 
observe, that, as soon as the French retired, the object for which Col. 
Skerrett was sent was accomplished; and lie has remained for no specified 


G. O. Ficneda, 151h Nov. IRll. 

1. Tlie fiequent well-founded complaints made by officers commanding regiments of the 
detention of non-commissioned officers and soldiers at the hospital stations, as attendants 
upon the hospitals, induce the Commander of the Forces to refer the Commanding officers 
of the scveriu hospital stations to his U. O. of tlie 23d Oct. IHIO, and to desire that the 
principles of that order may be applied to tbc stations under their command respectively. 

2. They are immediately to make out a list of tlie names of those non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers whom* it is necessary should be employed as ward masters, stoie- 
kee|)ers, and attendants upon the several hospitals ; wlpch fists are to be sent to tlie A. O., 
and they will be published in O. O., for the information of the regiment to which the non- 
commissioned officers and soldieis belong, if the Commander of the Forces should ap- 
prove of them. 

3. The Commanding officers at the several hospital stations are forbid to detain any 
non-commissioned officers, or soldiers, whose names should not appear in those lists as 
attendants upon the hospitals. If an additional number of attenduits of any description 
are required upon the hospital, application must be made for them,^pcifying their names; 
and if the Commander of the Forces should concur in the necemil^ of this additional 
attendance, his orders will be given in the G. O. for tlie information of all concerned. 
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object. I would therefore suggest to you, that if there is no specified 
object for his remaining any longer, he should he withdrawn. 

The consequences of his remaining under existing circumstances, must 
be to involve him and his detachment in the operations of Gen. Balles- 
teros, which, if they have a specified object, that General, even with the 
assistance of the British troops, has not the means of accomplishing ; and 
the British detachment must in the course of these operations be exposed 
to be cut off from the shipping. 

Those operations may be very useful to the cause, and highly creditable 
to Gen. Ballesteros, even though they may not have a specified object, or 
may not be successful. But it was not my intention when I detached part 
of the army to Cadiz, nor is it the intention of the British government, 
that any detachment of His Majesty’s troops should take part in those 
operations. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Frenedo, 15th Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letters to the 6th inst., and 1 now enclose my last 
dispatch. 

I write by this opportunity to Gen. Cooke, to suggest to him the ex- 
pediency of drawing hack Col. Skerrett’s detachment. I know the Spa- 
niards well, and particularly Ballesteros. They will never stop till they shall 
have lost that detachment. It may have been very proper to send it to 
secure 1 arifa, or for any special object, taking care that its communication 
should be always secure with the sea coast. But it will not answer to 
allow our troops to remain in search of adventures, under the guidance of 
such men as Ballesteros. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 15di Nov. IRll. 

I think it proper to transmit to your Lordship the copy of a letter which 
I have written to Major Gen. Cooke, in regard to Col. Skerrett’s detach- 
ment. 


The A.G. to Lieut, Col, , — light dragoons, I5th Nov. 1811. 

The A. A. G. of the cavalry having complained of the extreme irregularity in 
the traiKsinissum of the returns of the regiment under your command, in addition 
to having required an explanation of the circumstances from the officer command- 
ing the brigade, aTid tlie Brigade Major, I am further directed by the Commander 
of the Forces to inform you, that, from the late reports, he is afraid there must be 
some gross neglect in the interior of the — light dragoons, and that he shall be 
concerned to be obliged to take public notice of the regiment, but that you may 
expect he will do so. 

The A,G, to Major Gen. — , cavalry, 15th Nov. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a report I have received from the A. A. G. of the 
cavalry, and 1 am directed by the Commander of the Forces to observe that the 
irregularity in the transmission of returns must be owing to some neglect in the 
interior of the regiments, or to the inattention of the Brigade Major to his duty. 
You will be pleased, therefore, to investigate the causes of the delay complained 
of, and report to me thereon for his Excellency's information. 


To HU Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 16th Nov. 181 1. 

I have received your letter of the 12th, and I now return Dom M. 
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Porjaz’s papers. I agree that the last, nay, that all the papers in No. 4, 
allude pretty clearly to him ; but excepting the last, they have all been 
answered. 

The question is, what is Dom M. Forjaz’s object ? I suppose to remove 
from the mind of the Prince the notion that he caused and promoted a 
misunderstanding between the Governors of the Kingdom and me, and to 
obtain from His Royal Highness an acknowledgment of the erroneous 
judgment he had formed upon that subject. This object is legitimate, and 
1 think it one which Dom M. Forjaz ought to endeavor by all prudent 
means to accomplish. 

The next question is, what are these means ? I must say, not the topics 
into which he has entered in his letter of the 8th Nov., addressed to the 
Governors of the Kingdom. In that letter, he has entered not only into 
the origin and cause of the misunderstanding, but has shown much more 
clearly than I was ever able to show, that 1 had, that the people of this 
country had, and that the Prince had, most just ground for complaint of 
the Bishop and the Principal. But 1 would ask, is the Prince a person 
upon whom such a representation is likely to have any effect ? Does Dom 
M. Forjaz believe, that when 1 and the British government have failed in 
prevailing upon him to examine fairly these same circumstances, he is 
likely, even with his stronger statement, to produce a different result? 

G. O. Krenfda. 16lh Nov. 1811. 

1. All the moRoiis in the Diitish and Portugue<;e legimcnts in the Ctb (hvieion, anti in 
the regiinciiU of Gen. Pack's brigade, are to lie sent to Almeida, on Monday ; those of the 
6th division under charge of an oiliccr, tliose of Gen. Pack's brigade under charge of a 
non-commissioned oflicer, where they arc to work till tlie following Sunday, and to return to 
their regiments on Monday. On Sunday the 24th inst. these masons are to be relieved by 
the masons in Uic British and Portuguese regiments in tlie 4th division, and by the masons 
ill the regiments of (]ol. M^Malion's brigade, under charge of an officer and non-commis- 
sioned officer ; and these are to be relieved again on Sunday the let Dec. by the masons in 
the 6th division and in Gen. Pock's brigade, and the relief is to be made weekly in tlie 
■ame manner. 

2. The officers and non-commissioned officers in charge of these men must be paid their 
working money before they quit flic fort, when relieved. 

3. This order is not to interfere with tlie execution of the order of the 7th Oct. regarding 
the working parties of tiie 6th division for Almeida; only that the number, instead of being 
400, is to be 360, of which one half English and one half Portuguese. 

5. The Commander of the Forces has seldom read the details of an officer's conduct 

which has given him so much cause for disapprobation and disgust as those which appear 
respecting the conduct of Mr. on the proceedings of tlie General Court Martial. 

6. Huv ing been employed on duty at the fort of Peniche, he set at defiance the Go- 
vernor, and all the Portuguese authorities in that place ; he beat the people employed under 
him, and insulted the inhabitants of the fort by conduct and language which a gentleman 
ought not to have used. 

7. Tlie people of Portugal have in no instance shown their foibearance and good nature, 

their gratitude for the benefits they have received from the British nation, and their consi- 
deration for the follies of an individual, to a greater degree than in the case of Mr. . 

But the Commander of the Forces is determine that those qualities shall not be taken ad- 
vantage of, by any individual, to their annoyance and injury ; and he declares that if he did 

not attribute much of the conduct of Mr. to thoujghtlessness and levity, he would 

recommend that he shoukl be dismissed from His Mmesty’s service. 

8. The Commander of the Forces requests Major Gen. Peacocke to read to Mr. — - this 

reprimand for liis conduct ; his susiieiision from rank and pay is to take place from this 
day ; and the Commander of the Forces requests the Commissary Gen. will hWeafter employ 
Mr. — — in a situation in which his conduct will be under the inspection of one of tlie su 
periur officers of the Commissariat. • 

9. He likewise requests that Mr. — , of fhe Commissariat, may be removed from 
Peniche. 
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Will not his statement be contradicted, and all kinds of misstatement and 
sophistry be used to conceal the truth from the Prince, in this case, in the 
same manner as the same arts were used to blind him in regard to the 
statement transmitted by me a year ago ? What will be the consequence? 
If the Prince takes any official notice of his paper, it will be to repeat the 
accusation that he caused the misunderstanding ; and probably he will add 
to it that, after it had been reconciled, he endeavored to foment it again. 

The worst of this accusation will be, that the world, who never half in- 
form themselves of those matters on which they will pronounce a judg- 
ment, will sanction with their opinion this decision of tlie Prince. 1 would 
therefore recommend to Dom M. Forjaz to leave out of his letter of the 
8th Nov. all that I have marked with pencil, and in lieu thereof, to write 
what I state in the enclosed paper. This will probably bring a fair answer 
from the Prince, and there will be an end to the business. He may depend 
upon it, that the other mode will not accomplish his object. 

P.S. 1 think also the words which 1 have marked, in regard to the Conde 
de Linhares, might as well be left out of the letter, as pointing at a motive 
for Linhares’ conduct which, however true the allusion may be, had better 
not be made on this occasion. 

To Hii Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 17th Nov. 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 13th, and 1 hope tliat you are as sorry 
to leave us as I am to lose your co-operation in our task. 1 was in hopes 
Uiat 1 should have had your assistance tilt the end of the war ; but if you 
are to go, government could not make choice of a successor whose appoint- 
ment will be more agreeable to me. 

1 am particularly sorry to lose you for the concern on which you are 
going, as I agree with you in thinking, that you will effect no good pur- 
pose.* I shall send you the copy of a letter which I wrote to my brother 
Henry some time ago upon this subject, which will show you what I 
thought about it. 

I hope it is yet possible that you will not go. The Spaniards never 
more than half consented to our mediation, and that only upon a condition 
with which it is impossible that our government can comply. If they 
don’t now relish tlie measure, they will get rid of it by the usual way, — by 
delay ; and in the mean time, 1 hope that you will not quit your present 
station. 

P.S. I send you the copy of my letter to my brother, f which I beg you 
to return, as it is the only one I have. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 18th Nov. 1811, 9 a.m. 

I just write to mention that I hear from Austin of a collection of troops 
at Seville, which Victoria likewise mentions in a foolish letter which I have 
from him. 

Attend to Ouguela and Campo Maior in the first instance, and if ^ult 
should be too strong for you in Estremadura, which I should think he can 

* Mr. Stuart had been named at Chief of a Commiaaion to lettle the diipiitsa betwesD 
Spain and the Snaniah American colonies. 

t See letter to the Rt. Hon. H. Wellealey, 14th July, 1811, p. 157. 

VOU V. 2 B 
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Bcarcely be, and you cannot hold the position of Portalegre, you have your 
instructions where to fall hack. 

P.S. If you don’t already correspond with Austin, you had better 
do so. 

73# A.O. to Mtyor Om. Hay, 5th divition, 18th Nov. 181 1. 

Your letter of the 15th Nov. and its enclosures have been laid before tlie Com- 
mander of the Forces, and I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of 
Miqor Gen. Walker, that his Excellency can never adopt any measure founded 
upon the idle conversation of 2 officers at the Paymaster Genoral's. Capt. — — 
was ordered to remain at Oeiros in charge of the depdt, by the sanction of the 
Commander of the Forces ; and his Excellency is to judge of the relative import- 
ance of his services there, and with the 2d batt. 30th regt, and, being responsible 
for all, decides that he shall remain on his present duty. 

1 am further directed to remark upon the extreme impropriety of an officer com- 
manding a regiment calling the Captains together, or allowing them to assemble 
or remonstrate upon a subject of the nature referred to, in the memorial trans- 
mitted, arising from idle conversation between 2 other officers. You will be 
pleased to make these sentiments known to the parties concerned. 

To . Head Quarters, 20th Nov 1811. 

I have received your 2 letters, and I concur with you in thinking that 
the only mode in which you can expiate the injury which you have done 
to your country, by aiding a cruel foreign enemy to invade it, is by giving 
me every intelligence in your power. If you do give me such intelligence, 
I will endeavor to procure for you a pardon for your offences ; but it must 
be real intelligence, of a useful description, and sent with celerity, and 
frequently. 

If you will point out the person at Alcantara through whose hands the 
money is to be sent to yon, I will send it, or will adopt any other mode 
you will point out of 8uj>plying you. I gave the bearer of your letters 12 
dollars, and I shall reward any person you may employ to bring me letters. 

Memorandum for the Commissary Genprul. Freneda, 20ili Nov. 1811. 

In consequence of the difficulty of procuring carts for the service of the 
army in the country, Mr. Kennedy and 1 had arranged that a number of 
bullock carts should be constructed, to be drawn by bullocks belonging 
to the public, and to be driven by persons hired into the public service for 
that purpose. The patterns of the carts are fixed upon, and they are about 
to be constructed at Almeida, at Lisbon, and in England, and, if possible, 
at Oporto and Vianna. The total number required is 800. Of this num- 
ber under 200 will be constructed at Almeida. The number which can 
be constructed at Lisbon, Oporto, and Vianna, must depend upon the 
quantities of materials at those places respectively. As, however, some of 
these carts will soon be finished, it is desirable that as soon as possible the 
establishments of drivers and bullocks for them should be formed. 

Mr. Kennedy and I had settled that" the carts should be formed into 2 
grand divisions, each consisting of 400 carts, to be superintended by an 
officer of the commissariat; each grand division to be formed into 8 
divisions of 50 carts each, to be superintended by a commissariat clerk; 
and each division to be formed into 2 brigades, each brigade to consist 
of 25 carts. To draw these carts there should ,be 54 bullocks, that is. 
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2 bullocks for each cart, and 4 spare bullocks attached to the brigade. 
The establishment of people attached to the brigade to load the carts, and 
drive and take care of the bullocks, should be, one capeUaz^ at per 
diem ; one smith, at per diem ; 9 men, at 2 pesettas per diem ; and 
14 boys, at one pesetta per diem. These allowances to be besides their 
rations. 

The bullocks must be shod ; and the officers of the commissariat at- 
tached to the grand divisions and divisions should be directed if) supply 
iron, &c. for that purpose to their divisions; and the carts must be 
greased, as the wheels are upon iron axletrecs ; and they must likewise 
supply grease. When the bullocks work, it will be necessary that they 
should receive, besides their forage, about 2\ lbs. of barley, or Indian 
com, or rye, every day. 

The first measure to be adopted, with a view to the execution (»f the 
measure, is to form one grand division of the officers and people to take 
charge of it. The officer of the commissariat should be appointed to it ; 
and one or two clerks, in the first instance, to take charge of divisions in 
the grand division ; and the enpatazesy smiths, and drivers, should be 
hired to take charge of the cattle. 

The cattle should then be made over to them and shod ; and they should 
be collected in convenient places for shelter and forage till the carts 
should be prepared for the work. Yokes of the common kind should 
also be prepared. 

It would likewise be necessary that sheds should be built to hold the 
bullocks of one division at every stage on the road between Raiva and 
Celorico, and at Celorico, in order to give them cover in the winter. 
The stages need not be less than 4 leagues, and should not exceed 5 
leagues. 

Memorandum for the Commissary General. Freiieda, 20tb Nov. IRll. 

The difficulties which the army already experience from the want of 
provisions, notwithstanding the number of mules employed in transporting 
provisions, point out the necessity of examining, very particularly, into 
the mode in which those mules are employed, and into the principles on 
which this branch of the service ought to be conducted. 

The original formation of the commissariat of tliis army was one As- 
sistant Commissary, with his separate establishment of clerks, means of 
conveyance to each brigade of infantry, to each regiment of cavalry, to 
each troop or brigade of horse or foot artillery, to the head quarters of 
the army, and to the reserve artillery. 

The brigades of infantry of the army were afterwards joined together 
in divisions of 2 brigades, with a brigade of artillery, and a Portuguese 
brigade of infantry attached, but the establishment of the commissariat 
was never altered. When the British commissariat was charged, in the 
month of March last, with the supply of the Portuguese troops, there was 
no alteration of this establishment. The increase of business, and the 
necessary separation and allotment of supplies, rendered it expedient that 
one person should be at the head of the commissariat in each divisioni 
and a Deputy Commissary was appointed to superintend the duties of 

2 B 2 
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iome divisions, while those of othen were superintended by the senior 
Assistants with the brigades in the division. 

It is desirable that this distribution of employment should continue in 
tlie commissariat, and that the means of transport for all the troops should 
be founded on a supposed distance of 12 leagues from the magazine. 
The mules will go this distance loaded in 3 days, and unloaded in less 
time ; and it may be reckoned that the supply will be kept up at this dis- 
tance, by allowing them 6 days to perform it, and allowing, in addition to 
the numbers required for the supply, one sixth of the number of mules 
to be spared. 

Each mule should be made to carry, on account of the public, 200 lbs., 
and, besides this load, he should carry his own com going from and re- 
turning to the magazine, which is 5 lbs. per diem^ or 30 lbs. for the 6 
days. Upon this calculation a mule should carry biscuit for 6 days for 
33 men ; rum for 6 days for 100 ; rice for 6 days for 200 men ; corn for 
6 days for 3 horses, and 20 lbs. over. 

The Assist. Commissaries attached to brigades of infantry and of foot 
artillery, and to troops of horse artillery, should therefore have placed at 
their disposal a number of mules in proportion to the number of men and 
animals they supply with provisions and forage calculated upon the above 
mentioned principles. 

The Portuguese brigades of infantry serving in the British divisions 
have, or ought to have attached to tliem, mules to carry 3 days’ provi- 
sions. This is only half the number required, and tliese I believe are 
very incomplete. The state of these mules should be inquired into by the 
Deputy or Assist. Commissary at the head of the department in the divi- 
sion ; and there should be placed at llie disposal of the Deputy or Assist. 
Commissary, a sufScient number of mules to supply the Portuguese 
troops in the division, calculated upon the same principles as for the 
British troops. The expense of these mules will of course be charged to 
the Portuguese government in the expense of feeding their troops. 

There is attached to each division of infantry and to the cavalry, a 
number of mules to carry musket and carbine ammunition, and there are 
many in the reserve of the artillery. These ought to be used, when the 
army halts, to carry from the depdts their own supplies of com and pro- 
visions As they receive only 5 lbs. of com per diem, one sixtli of their 
number will supply their com, and but little more their bread. The 
bargain with them U that they are to carry ammunition only, but I have 
no doubt that they would be glad to carry the com for their mules, in 
order to be more certain of a regular supply. 

In regard to the regiments of cavalry, the necessity of keeping them 
amply supplied with forage induced Mr. Kennedy to allot to each regi- 
ment a mule for every two men and horses which the Commissary at- 
tached to it had to supply. This number is rather more than would be 
allotted to a regiment of cavalry, to keep up its supply at a distance of 
12 leagues, upon the calculation above stated for the infantry and artil- 
lery; but it is better that the arrangement should continue as he has 
settled it. 

The means of transport of the army being oneb arranged upon tliis 
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determined principle, it will be easy afterwards to apply them as may be 
thought most expedient. Some of the troops being nearer the magazine 
than 12 leagues, their surplus means of transport might be applied either 
to keep the magazines complete, or to form an entrepot at a convenient 
distance for the use of those which are most distant, or in such other 
manner as the Commissary Gen. may think proper, observing always to 
keep the proportions for the supply of a certain body according to the 
distance ^e mules have to go, and the time they will take going the 
distance. 

Thus, a mule 6 days going and returning will supply 33 men with 
bread; 5 days, 40 men; 4 days, 50 men; 3 days, 66 men; 2 days, 100 
men ; and as the number may be diminished in proportion as the distance 
decreases, so the number must be increased in proportion as the distance 
from the magazine increases. 

To J. Bifsett, Eiq., Gommifiary General. Freneda, 20th Nov. 1811, noon. 

I enclose a letter from Major Gen. Craufurd, to which I beg to draw 
your particular attention. 

I request you to let me have a return of the number of mules employed 
with the Light division, and Capt. Ross’ troop of horse artillery ; and a 
return of the number of persons and animals receiving rations in that 
division and the troop. Likewise the state of the magazines at Celorico, 
between the lOth and 20th inst. 

To the Rt. Hon. tlie Secretary at IVar. Freneda, 20tb Nov. 181 1. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 21st ult., requesting me to 
inform you of the grounds upon which I had determined that no deduc- 
tions for rations should be made from the pay of persons holding the situ- 
ation of Assistant Provost Marshal ; and I beg to acquaint your Lordship 
that I have always considered persons so employed to be entitled to the 
same advantages as Staff officers, whose pay, according to the book of 
General Regulations (p. 64), is not liable to deduction on account of 
rations. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Welleiley. Freneda, 20th Nov. 181 1. 

I have nothing to tell you in addition to what is contained in the enclosed 
dispatch, excepting that since I sent it off I have received a Madrid Ga- 
zette of the 10th, which contains a proclamation of Blake’s to the city of 
Valencia, of the 26th, from which it appears that he was beat on the 
25th, having left the town to endeavor to raise the siege of Saguntum ! 1 
suppose Mahy had joined him before the action. 

There is nothing new from England to the 15th Oct. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freueda, 20th Nov. 1811. 

I have received a report that Gen. Ballesteros had made a second suc- 
cessful attack upon the enemy between Bomos and Xerez on the 5th inst. 
The details of tMs affair have not reached me, but 1 have no doubt that it 
took place, and that its result was favorable to the Spanish troops. 

There is a report in the Madrid Geizette^ that Marshal Suchet had beat 
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Gen. M»hy between Liria and Valencia on the 25th Oct., and taken pri- 
soner Gen. Mahy, whose corps were dispersed. It was also stated that 
Marshal Suebet had summoned Valencia on the 21th. These reports 
don’t appear to be oflBicial, and they are contradicted by other reports from 
Madrid, and by other reports which I have received from the south, which 
state that Suchet has been obliged to retire into Aragon. I am not exactly 
apprised of Gen. Mahy’s plan of operations, or of the time of his march ; 
but it appears to me that on his approach to Valencia, he would not have 
been on the line between Liria and Valencia, but on the right of the Chelva. 

The lost letters which I have received from Mr. Wellesley are dated the 
6th inst., and be had not then received the accounts of Gen. Ballesteros’ 
last success, nor of affairs in Valencia since the llth Oct. 

No movement of any importance has taken place in Estremadura or in 
this quarter since 1 addressed your Lordship on the 13th inst. By a letter 
of the llth, from Sir H. Douglas, I learn that accounts had been received 
on that day from the Junta of Mondonedo, stating that the enemy had 
entered Oviedo on the 6th inst. 

1 am afraid that the Spanish division in the Asturias had left the* pusses 
of the mountains unguarded, otherwise it is impossible that the French 
could have readied Oviedo without opposition, and that the first intelli- 
gence of their movement should have announced their arrival in that city, 
and should have been received from the Junta of Mondonedo. 

Tu tlie Karl of Liverpool. Freneda, 20di Nov. 181 1. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dispatch 
of the 1st Oct. (No. 61), and I beg leave to acquaint you that the regi- 
ments named in the margin (the 29th, 85th, and 97th) sailed for England 
some time ago. 

To fh«* Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 20tli Nov. 1811. 

I enclose the hist weekly and morning states. The cajiture of the Prince 
d’Aremberg has occasioned a request from the Marquesa de Cruz, that 
an endeavor might be made to exchange him for the Marques de Cruz, 
a Grandee of Spain, who was seized by Buonaparte at Bayonne, I believe 
in 1808, and has been confined ever since in a fortress in Italy. It would 
be very desirable, if possible, to effect the exchange of the Marques de 
Cruz ; but 1 don’t recommend that the Prince d’Aremberg should be 
given for him : he is too great a card to be so thrown away. Besides, I 
should supiK)se that if government were disposed to allow him to return 
to France in exchange for any person not an officer, they would name Lord 
Beverley. 

The A.G^ io Hogg^ Etq,, Depuiy Intpector of hoapitate, 20th Nov. 181 1. 

1 have the honor to return you the letter of Mr. Gunson, Purveyor to the 
Forces, which has been laid before Lord Wellington, and 1 am directed to acquaint 
you that hi.s Excellency does not see where the difficult;^ arises in respect to Mr. 
Gunson receiving the funeral expenses of soldiers dying in general hospital. 
The piodc of this payment to be made, and the amount, is dearly'laid down in my 
letteFof the 6th June, 1811 ; and unless Mr. Gunson can particularly state where 
exists the difficulty, and the cause of it, the Commander of the Forces is not 
aware that it is at all necessary to put any thing further hn G. O. on the sulnect. 
{See G,0,, lOth Oct, 1812.) • 
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To J. Biiietl^ Esq., Comminary Gemral« Fieneda, 21ft Nov. 1811, 9 a.m. 

1 received last night your letter of the 20 th 9 and its enclosures, which I 
return. 

Upon the examination of the state of the means with the Light division, 
to the demands for supplies, on the principle of the memorandum which 
1 sent you yesterday, it appears that they have 4136 men, which number 
would require 

Mules to supply them with bread at 12 leagues . • . 144 


with spirits 48 

with rice, &c 24 


216 

And they have 398 horses, whose com would require . .116 

332 


To this add spare one for every six 55 

387 

Number wiUi the division • • 340 

Wanting 47 


I imagine that the muleteers and their mules, as well for carrying pro- 
visions as for carrying ammunition, an' included in the number of 4736 
men, and of 398 horses. If that is the case, it will turn out that this 
division is well supplied with means of transport. 

In respect to Capt. Ross’ troop, they have, including muleteers, 243 
men, requiring mules 


For bread 71 

For rum 24 

For rice 12 


107 

And they have 206 horses, requiring mules .... 69 

176 

To which add spare one for every six 29 


205 

They have 97 

Wanting lOB 


It is obvious, however, that the muleteers, probably, for the ammunition 
of the division, are included in the number of men, and, probably, of 
horses, in this return, and therefore they may be complete. I have gone 
into this calculation just to apply the principle of the memorandum which 
I sent you yesterday. Let me know how many men and horses of both 
these returns are hired muleteers and their mules. 

But there is another view to be taken of this subject ; and that is the 
distance which these troops are from the magazine. They are at least 
15 leagues from Celorico, and they cannot be less than 15 leagues from 
S. JoAo da Pesqueira. This distance will require 8, or probably 9 days. 
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for a communication. Some meaeures must be adopted, therefore, to 
supply these troops with one-third more of bread and com than their 
mules can carry to them from these magazines, even supposing they are 
sufficiently supplied for a distance of 12 leagues from the magazines. 
And these measures are either a supply of money, or an additional number 
of mules, or to send them every week 3 days’ supply from hence. 


To Major Dickion, R.A. Frenedo, dSd Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 18th, with the enclosure, from Mr. 
Boyes. I beg that you will tell Mr. Boyes that I am very much obliged 
to him for the zealous desire which he manifests to forward our stores, 
but that I cannot allow the depdt at Celorico to remain unsupplied, at least 
till that of S. Joao da Pesqueira is fully supplied. 1 request him to cor- 
respond on this point with the Commissary General. 

To K. Kennedy, Eaq., Comminary General. Freneda, 712d Nov. 1811. 

Since I wrote to you on the 9th, I have heard from Gen. Trant that 
there are at Oporto 59 axletrees, and 12 more can be made, and boxes for 
the wheels ; so that I have ordered there the pattern cart, and have desired 
that 71 carts maybe mode there. I have not yet heard that there arc any 
axletrces, or that any can be made at Raiva. 

The tools are arrived, and the work is begun at Almeida. 1 have given 
Mr. Bissett a memorandum, of which I enclose a copy, for the formation 
of the establishment. Probably some of the brigades might be formed at 
Lisbon. 

Marshal Beresford has been so kind as to give me over some axletrees, 
boxes, &c., which were found on the Zezere ; and he promised to inquire 
whether there were any more at Lisbon. Trant tells me that 64 were 
sent from Oporto ; and 1 think it probable that there will be many ; and 
some at Santarem, and others at Pemes, where the French destroyed 
carriages. You had better speak to Marshal Beresford upon these 
subjects. 

I trust that your health is improved. I have written to the Admiral to 
beg that he will give a passage in a ship of war to Gen. Campbell, of which 
you and Pakenham might avail yourselves to get to England, as I should 
be sorry to hear of your ending your career in a French prison. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have received a letter from Sir W. Be- 
resford, from which 1 learn that the greatest number of the axletrees have 
been used ; and I am not certain that there are more than 50, even including 
those on the Zezere, and a few more expected from Abrantes. 

You had better order Major Aird to make as many carts as there are 
French axletrees for, immediately. Then to set to work and make our 
old axletrees and boxes into carts ; choosing of these, those of the first 
instance which come nearest to the French size. He must take care, 
however, in casing our axletrees, not to mount the carriage too high above 
the centre of the wheels. 

]3esire him to let me know how many French axletrees that will answer 
he will find in the arsenal, and how many of our old« Axletrees. 
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To Lieut Col. Sir H. Douglai, Bart. Fieneda, 22d Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letters, Nos. 9 and 10, of the 29th Oct and 11th Nov. 

Without knowing more than 1 do of the state of Galicia, and of the 
military positions in that province, it is not possible for me to give an 
opinion upon the plan of operations which you detailed in your conference 
with the Junta of Golicia. In reference to the subject generally, and with 
a view to what passed before in that kingdom, 1 believe that it would be 
advisable that Gen. Abadia should fall back towards the frontiers of Por< 
tugal, leaving open the high road to Coruna and Ferrol. 

The enemy cannot then interrupt his communications by operations 
upon either of his flanks ; and, unless they should be very strong, they 
will not like to venture as far as Coruna, or even Lugo, by the high road, 
if Gen. Abadia can maintain himself upon the Sil, or upon the Minho. 
They cannot be strong in Galicia as long as we remain here. 

In regard to your opinions on the financial measures in Galicia, 1 am 
convinced that the government must raise a revenue in money. It may 
be very proper, besides, to make the proprietors of carts, mules, and other 
animals, perform certain services in their turns, either for the payment of 
the usual hire, or for a smaller payment, or for no payment at all. But 
these services ought not to be in lieu of the payment in money of the 
required dues to the State. 

Since 1 have received your letter of the 11th, I have received a report 
that the French had retired again from the Asturias. This may be true ; 
as Lieut. Gen. Hill’s movements in Estremadura in the end of October 
have created a general alarm, which })robably extended so far north. 
Dorsenne has certainly returned to Valladolid. 

1 can’t imagine how the first report of the enemy’s invasion of Asturias, 
and arrival at Oviedo, should have been received from the Junta of Mon- 
doiiedo, if the division in that principality made any resistance ; or how 
the French could at this season have penetrated the passes of the moun- 
tains at all, even if the troops were in their posts. 

I have the honor to enclose a dispatch of the 17th Oct. from the Sec. of 
State, announcing that certain supplies had been sent to Coruna, which I 
beg you will issue to the troops under Gen. Abadia. 

To Capt. — . Freneda, 22d Nov. 1811. 

1 send you separate answers on the subject of the noblemen, and of the 
Capitao Mor of Zibreira. 

I beg you to take care how you communicate with the Portuguese in 
the French army. They are in desperate circumstances ; and men in 
those circumstances do any thing, however bad and traitorous. 

Don’t let any one of them know where you are, on any account ; and 
be particularly cautious that a second individual of them does not discover 
that you are in correspondence with one of them. Be assured, that those 
who have betrayed their country are not to be trusted in any manner. 

To Senhor Jo§6 dementi Peieiia. Freneda, 22d Nov. 1811. 

I received this morning your letters of the 20th, and I am very much 
obliged to you for your intelligence, and very well satisfied with all that 
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you have done. Give such reward as you may think proper to the person 
who took the letter, and brought the answer from the two noblemen, and 
I will pay it ; and pay likewise to the party of * El Medico ’ any expenses 
they may have incurred, which shall likewise be defrayed by me. Assure 
the noblemen that they will be well received by me. 

Tell tlie party of ‘ El Medico,’ that if they want ammunition, or any 
thing that I can give them, and will send means of conveyance here for it, 
they shall have it. 

To IRajor Gen. Alex. Campbell. fVeneda, 22d Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 18lih Nov. this day, and I write to 
the Admiral to request that he would give you a passage in a man of war. 

I have no doubt that Col. — himself inserted in the newspapers the 
sentence of the General Court Martial, &c., in order to have a pretence 
for publishing on the subject. This is a regular Jacobin trick. 1 see 
also in the Star my letter on the business of Barba dc Puerco. 

I begged Lord FitzRoy Somerset to write to Arbuthnot about leave 
for your son : I rather thought, from Beresford’s letter, that be objected 
to it, which is the reason that I did not press it. 

I was very much obliged to you for the kindness of the letter which 
you wrote to me on your departure from this part of the world ; and I 
assure you, that 1 lament the chance which certainly exists that I may 
never meet you again. I acknowledge, that with this chance before your 
eyes, I am astonished that you should think, at your time of life, of 
returning to the East Indies. With the income of your regiment, and on 
the staff in England or Ireland, or at Gibraltar, or Malta, or Sicily, or in 
America, you might live with your family. I don’t think that any 
man’s family have a right to expect that he should die a few years sooner 
to put a little more money in their pockets after his death ; and I should 
think that your wife, who, in a pecuniary way, would be the person most 
interested in your return to the East Indies, would prefer your prolonged 
life to increase of pounds. After all, I am not certain that increase of 
pounds would be the result of your voyage there, and I think it very 
little doubtful, I am sorry to say, that if you do return, it will be in a 
state of health in which you will be very little capable of any enjoyment. 

God bless you, my dear Campbell. 

X Don Carlos de Espana. Freneda, ce 22 Novembre, 1811. 

J’ai re 9 u il y a deux heures votre lettre d’aujourd’hui ; et j’ai envoytf 
des ordres k nos troupes qui sont dans ces environs de se rassembler 
domain matin du cdtd de Guinaldo, El Bodon, Pastores, etc., et celles de 
Tautre c6te de la riviere k Zamarra. 

J’irai moi-m6me k Guinaldo domain ou apr^ domain matin ; mais je 
crois apres domain. 

Je vous conseille de faire rassembler votre infrnterie k San Felices el 
Grande pour 6tre prepare k passer la riviere, ou k co-operer avec nos 
troupes, si nous pouvons passer la riviere au gud de Pastores. 

P.S. Je compte que Pennemi marchera demain„ et arrivera dans ces 
environs le 25. Don Julian fera bion de les observer.* 
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To Vice Adm. the Hofi. G. Berkeley. IVeneda, 22d Not. 1811. 

By some accident 1 did not receive your letter of the 13th till two days 
ago, and it was necessary that I should speak to Fletcher before 1 could 
send you a satisfactory answer. 

When the pontoons came from England, I applied to have with them a 
number of the artificers belonging to the civil branch of the ordnance; 
and 1 understand they have with them a certain number of firemen, &c. ; 
and 1 intended to make up the establishment when I should want to use 
them, by requesting your assistance to give us a few Portuguese or 
English seamen. In addition to what we have, I understand that we are 
to have a regular pontoon master from the Ordnance ; and it would be 
very desirable, when we shall want to use the pontoons, to have the 
assistance of about 20 seamen, cither English or Portuguese, for whose 
services I shall be very much obliged. 

Unfortunately, we cannot use the pontoons to form a bridge over the 
Coa and the Agueda. The bridge which I am constructing for the latter 
river is one upon loaded chn^alets^ which I hope will stand in the 
ordinary state of the river during the winter. When the great floods 
come down, we must take up our bridge ; and indeed I don’t propose 
to keep it in the river, excepting when I want to use it. I think it 
not impossible, however, that 1 may want to use the pontoons before the 
winter is over. 

The A,G, to Capt, PoppUton, Cehneo, 23d Nov. 1811. 

The enclosed letter having been forwarded from the Deputy Inspector of hos- 
pitals, I am directed to desire you will take the usual means, according to the 
instructions forwarded to your ])redecesBors, for the disposal of the effects, &c., 
of the deceased men in hospital at Celorico, the necessaries, &c., being directed 
to be sold by public auction, crediting the amount to the different regiments 
whom the men belong to, to go to their accounts. I'he arms, accoutrements, 
packs, &c., if not required by the regiments on the spot, are to be sent the first 
opportunity to Coimbra, from thence to be forwarded to Lisbon, to the general 
stores at Belem, for the above purpose. 

To the Bishop of Costello Branco. Fuente Ghiinaldo, 25th Nov. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose some letters which I have received on the 
subject on which you did me the honor to write to me ; from which it 
appears that the Commanding officer of the 3d dragoons having already 
had a communication with you on the subject of the conduct of the 
soldiers at Ninho de Assor, you had expressed your satisfaction with his 
explanation, and that you did not intend to complain to me. I am appre- 
hensive, therefore, that the answers to the inquiries which I had made, 
which answers 1 enclose, do not relate to the transaction on which you 
wrote to me. If they do not, or if you are not satisfied with the expla- 
nations contained in these answers, I beg you to inform me of it, and I 
will have the subject inquired into by a Court Martial, before which it 
will be necessary that the witnesses should attend. 

I am inclined to believe that the inhabitants of Ninho de Assor, having 
been displeased that the party of dragoons should have taken away their 
forage, misrepresented and made an exaggerated complaint to you. It is 
very unfortunate that the people of Portugal cannot have the advantage of 
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the assistance of a large foreign army to defend their country, without 
incurring some inconvenience. The horses of the cavalry must have 
forage, paying for the same, or they will die, and this country will derive 
no advantage from all the expense which has been incurred in bringing 
them here. It may be inconvenient to some of the inhabitants of Ninho 
de Assor to supply any part of this forage, even though it is paid for ; 
but they must bear this inconvenience, or they must bear the greater evil 
of submitting to the French. 

I have stated these circumstances to you as they have occurred to me, 
being, however, determined to maintain the discipline of the army, and 
not to allow the soldiers to insult the religion, or to injure the property of 
the inhabitants of the country. 

A Don Carlos de EspaSa. X Fuente Guinaldo, ce 25 Nov. 1811. 

Je viens d’avoir I’honneur de recevoir votre lettre du 24, et je serais 
bien aise de pouvoir aider les peoples de la Sierra de Francia, si c’dtait en 
mon pouvoir. 

II faut que je vous dise cependant que c*est avec la plus grande diffi- 
cultd que je peux faire subsister les troupes dans les positions qu'elles 
occupent a prdsent. Je tire tout des magasins sur la mer. Le pays ne 
me fournit absolument rien. Les Espagnols ne donnent rien sans qu’on 
paye argent comptant, malgrd qu’ils sachent bien que nous n’avons jamais 
manqud de payer nos dettes ; et quand nous avons de I’argent, et que les 
Espagnols veulent nous donner quelques provisions, c*est k un prix si 
etiorme, que nous sommes foumis k meilleur marchd de la mer, malgre 
les frais de transport. 

II ne m’est done pas possible d’dtendre mes postes permanens dans le 
Sierra de Francia, o5 mes troupes et leurs chevaux mourraient de faim : 
et je vous dis la vdritd quand je vous assure que je ne crois pas que les 
soldats ou leurs chevaux qui sont a prdsent a Zamarra ayent de quoi man- 
ger; pareeque les habitans de Saugo, Martiago, Robleda, Zamarra, 
Atalaya, Serradilla, &c., o£i nous avons ddpense tant d’argent pendant 
I’dtd, ne veulent rien donner a present sans argent comptant. II n’est pas 
facile de prdvenir les courses de I’ennemi entre les avant postes des deux 
armdes. II faudrait dtendre les postes de I’armee pour les emp^cher 
definitivement de lever des contributions dans la Sierra de Francia; et 
comme je vous I’ai expliqu^, je ne puis dtendre les miens. Sous ce point 
de vue il est malheureux que lee armes, pour Icsquelles je vous ai donnd 
les ordres au mois d’Aodt, ne soyent pas encore arrivdes, et que vous 
n’ayez pas de troupes Espagnoles a mettre dans la Sierra, auxquelles les 
gens du pays peut-8tre donneraient des vivres. 

II y a une autre raison pour laquelle il ne faudrait pas k present 
s’avancer dans la Sierra. Si Tennemi apprend que nous sommes prdpards 
k emp^cher I’entrtle du convoi, il ne bougera pas de Salamanca, et nous 
manquerons qn beau coup, qu’il est probable que nous pourrions lui 
porter. Cependant j’ai dcrit au Gdn. Craufurd, qui est a Zamarra, pour 
savoir I’dtat exact de ses vivres, ahn que si je trouve que e’est possible, et 
qu’il n’y ait pas d’inconvdnient k fure une marc^e sur la Sierra, je puisse 
lui en donner I’ordre. • 
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To Lieut Oen. Hill. Puente Guinaldc^ 27th Nov. 1811. 

I enclose a letter from my brother, which I beg you to forward. I 
wish you would make the trumpeter give a detailed account of all he 
knows of Lieut. King’s death. 

I beg that you will inform the Comte d’Erlon that I had always been 
disposed to consider the persons belonging to the civil departments of the 
armies as not liable to be considered as prisoners of war when taken, till 
1 read the correspondence between a Commissioner appointed by His 
Majesty, and one appointed by the French government, to regulate the 
exchange of prisoners, in which I see that peers of the realm, and indivi- 
dual travellers of all descriptions, seized in France, and in other coun- 
tries, when the war commenced, were to be considered as prisoners of 
war, and to be exchanged as such for French officers and soldiers; that 
when travellers are considered as prisoners of war, 1 can't consider the 
persons belonging to any civil department of the army in any other light ; 
and that I shall not allow one of them to be returned to the French army 
unless exchanged. 

1 have no objection to an exchange, either partial or general; but, 
before I consent to it, 1 beg to have the names, in writing, of those it is 
intended to exchange for the prisoners in our possession belonging to the 
civil departments of the French army. 

1 have requested Gen. Castanos to inquire into the circumstances of 
Lieut. King’s death. 

P.S. Desire Hooke to give the officer who goes in with the next flag of 
truce a copy of the orders upon thb subject. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Puente Giiinaldo, 27th Nov. 181 1. 

1 have nothing to tell you that is not contained in the enclosed dispatch. 
If the French had come forward with another convoy on any day after the 
24th, I think we should have cut them off. We can’t prevent them from 
making excursions to the Sierra, without occupying it with our posts, 
and the Spaniards will not support our troops, and I can’t support them 
at such a distance from our magazines. As it is, I can’t stay much longer 
where we are, and I must immediately make another distribution ; but I 
shall remain in this quarter till the winter has fairly set in. 

To fhe Earl of Liverpool. Puente Ouinaldo, 27th Nov. 181L 

Having received intelligence that the enemy were about to move 
towards Ciudad Rodrigo with another convoy of provisions, and having 
heard that a body of troops marched from Salamanca to the Sierra de 
Francia on the 22d and 23d inst., I ordered our advanced guard across the 
Agueda to Zamarra, and closed up the cantonments of the army in general, 
and moved the head quarters to this place. I have reason to believe that 
the enemy have since retired from the Sierra de Francia ; and 1 think it 
probable that they will have heard of our movements ; and that if they 
entertained the intention of moving a convoy to Ciudad Rodrigo, they will 
now abandon it till the rain shall have again swelled the Agueda. If 1 
should find that they don’t move, I propose to send the troops back to 
their cantonments, or to others in which it will be easy to subsist them. 



Since 1 addressed you on the 20th inst., I have heard that Gen. Blake, 
having been joined at Valencia by the army of Murcia, under the com- 
mand of Gen. Mahy, had moved out of Valencia on the 24th Oct., and had 
attacked Marshal Suchet on the 25th. He was repulsed ; and, according 
to the French accounts, they have taken Gen. Caro and Gen. Loy, and 
4500 prisoners, and some cannon. Gen. Blake states, in his procla- 
mation to the people of Valencia, that his retreat had been made in good 
order. On the 26th, at night, the castle of Saguntum capitulated ; and it 
is stated that Suchet summoned Valencia on the 27th. 

The castle of Saguntum has made as brilliant a defence as any that has 
been made since the commencement of the war in Spain. The enemy made 
several attempts to obtain possession of it by assault, before they brought 
up their cannon to attack it regularly ; and two attempts to carry it by 
storm, after the breach was made, previous to the action of the 25th Oct., 
in both of which, as well as in all the attacks before the breach was made, 
they were repulsed with considerable loss. The garrison conducted them- 
selves with the utmost gallantry on all these occasions. 

I have not heard what passed between the battle of the 25th and the 
capitulation of the 26th ; but, adverting to the good conduct of tlie gar- 
rison, and as the enemy were ill provided with heavy cannon to support 
their attack, the place would probably have held out, if the action of the 
25th Oct. had not been fought and lost. If 1 am right in this conjecture, 
the Spaniards will owe the loss of another kingdom, and the allies disad- 
vantages of which the consequences can’t be calculated, to the insatiable 
desire of fighting pitched battles with undiscijdined troops, led by inex- 
perienced officers. I 

By a letter from Sir H. Douglas, of the 14th, I learn that, as I had 
imagined, the passes of the Asturias were not guarded, and that the enemy 
turned by La Ventana. The troops which were in the pass of Pajarcs 
(the Spanish head quarters) retired to Campomaues. 1 imagine that the 
object of the enemy’s movement into the Asturias is to disperse the as- 
sembly of troops under Gen. Mendizabal in the mountains of Santander, 
in which 1 am afraid they will succeed. If they had intended to attack 
Galicia through the Asturias, they would, from La Ventana, have pressed 
more vigorously upon tlic right of the Spanish troops in that principality, 
and would not have gone to Oviedo in the first instance. 

According to the last accounts from Cadiz, Gen. Ballesteros was still at 
Bomos on the 13th; and I imagine that Gen. Copons and Col. Skerrett 
were at Casa Vieja. According to accounts from Capt. Everard, of 
H.M.S. Sophia^ the enemy, on the 17th, moved a body of troops, consist- 
ing of 1500 men, from Conil upon Vejer, which will probably have obliged 
Col. Skerrett to retire again upon Tarifa. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. ^ Fuenie Ouinaldo, 27th Nov. 1811. 

1 enclose the last weekly state, and the last morning report. 

You see that the army does not become much more efficient, notwith* 
standing that the number of sick upon the return diminishes. We have 
sent home a great number of men, besides the 29th, 85th, and 97th regts., 
and some have died : the troops are certainly better, however, but not in 
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a state to undertake any operation of magnitude. Any movement, and 
particularly exposure to the night air, throws them into the hospitals 
again. 

The newly arrived dragoons are particularly inefficient, so*, ‘much so, 
that 1 have been obliged to leave them all, the 5 new regim^ts, in their 
cantonments, in our recent movement, and have brought .^ward only the 
6 which have been here during the whole service : tl^ shows the advan> 
tage of troops inured to climate and service. 

X Don Carlos de Espada. Fiiente Gninaldo, ce 28 Nov. 1811. 

Jc n’ai pas re^u de nouvellcs du detachemcnt de rentiemi qui est venu 
k la Sierra depuis qu’il a quittd Alvcrca. Ce d^tachement a marchtf do 
Salamanca le 22, et est arrivd a Alverca le 24. Le 23, votrc Excellence 
m’a t^crit une lettre dans laquelle vous dites ni’ avoir onvoye un papier 
avec ces nouvelles. J*ai re<;u cette lettre le 23 dans la nuit, niais le 
papier n’y dtait pas ; et je n’ai rien su de Tennemi que dans la journde 
du 24. C’etait alurs trop tard pour faire quelquc chose ; et d’ailleurs nous 
n’avions point do vivres. 

Les mdmes difficulttfs de vivres rendeni tres important que je remette 
les troupes tout de suite dans leurs anciens cantonnemens : mais pendant 
que la rivitsre donne des guds, jc crois que je pourrai cmp^cher quo I’en- 
nemi puisse faire entrer rien a Ciudad llndrigo, pourvuqiie premierement 
on vous donne avis dc la marche du convoi, s’ll est possible, un jour avant 
qu’il ne marche ; et que secondement vous m’en donniez avis ausbitot (fue 
vous le recevrez. 

Je changerai mon quartier general domain a Frcncda. J*en donnerai 
avis a votre officier qui est a Lumbrales ; et je feral changer le relais qui 
est k prdsent a Gallegos. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 19th, enclosing a regulation for tlie 
means of transport, of which I approve, excepting the 2d seclioii of the 
6th article. As I explained in my late letters to Uie government, it is 
impossible to carry into execution those provisions of any arrangement 
which are in favor of the owners of transport, unless the army should be 
sufficiently supplied, and every man should be obliged to bring forward 
hit» carriage when required. The 2d section of the 6th article should be 
struck out of the regulation. 

1 also think the penalty of non-attendance not sufficient Half the 
nation would prefer to be in prison for a fortnight to going to serve with 
the army with his cart. The penalty of non-attendance should be the full 
value of the cart and bullocks, which the magistrate should be authorised 
and required to sell on the spot, and to report tliat he had done so to the 
head inspector. 

There is likewise another very common crime not adverted to in this 
regulation, and that is deserting with the stores laden in the cart, after 
having been received into the service. The punishment for this offence 
ought to be the forfeiture of the cart and bullocks to the public, payment 
of the value of the stores, to be levied by sale of house and goods of the 
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owner of the cart, and banishment for years to the coast of Africa. 

These punishments may appear severe, but depend upon it that the only 
chance the people have is, that there should be the means of enforcing 
this regulation. 

There is also another point to be adverted to in this regulation, and 
that is the duties it enforces upon the magistrates. The magistrates of 
this country are in a very unfortunate situation. They are originally 
charged with judicial duties ; they had fees by which they gained a live- 
lihood, their salaries being trivial. They gained nothing by the perform- 
ance of their duties of police ; but the bad probably gained something by 
the omission to perform them. 

The confusion which has resulted from the different invasions of the 
country has almost put an end to the judicial duties of the magistrates ; 
at the same time that the duties of police, particularly those which have 
relation to the operations of the armies, have been vastly increased, such 
as the supply of quarters, provisions, means of transport, guides, &c. &c., 
for which the de Fora is called upon at every moment. The conse- 
quence is tliat the Juiz de Fora has much to do, and nothing to live upon ; 
and I hinted some time ago to the government the expediency of taking 
into consideration their situations during the continuance of the war. 1 
think, however, that this regulation would afford an opportunity of doing 
something for these magistrates, without any very great additional expense 
to the public, by authorising them to demand and receive as a fee for 
every carriage they should produce at the place required the sum of 200 
reis. This would tend to ensure the execution of the regulation, which 
is what is required. 

1 am doing a great deal to lighten the demand for carriages from the 
country for the service of the British army : 1st ; I am building 800 : 
2dly ; I have discovered that the Douro can be made navigable even into 
Spain, with very little trouble, and 1 have ordered the necessary work to 
be performed. 

P.S. The regulation, when passed, should be well translated and printed, 
and let me liave several copies of it. 1 shall take care to enforce it in this 
army. It should take effect at some short period after it is promulgated. 

To Senlior J. C. Oliveira PimeDtel. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Nov. 1811. 

Having lately sent an officer of Engineers to survey the Douro from 
S. Joao da Pesqueira to Barca d’Alva, he has reported to me that the river 
is already navigable to that point for large boats, with some inconvenience, 
and at certain seasons of the year ; and that it might be made navigable 
with convenience at all seasons, by a certain degree of labor. 1 have 
given directions to Capt. Ross, of the Royal Engineers, the officer who 
surveyed the river, to adopt the measures which are necessary to render it 
navigable ; and 1 beg you to give him sutoh assistance as you can to enable 
him to perform this service. 

Understanding that you have from H.R.H. the Prince Regent the power 
to' destroy the mill dams in the river Douro, which are the principal ob- 
struction to the navigation, I request you to co-operate with Capt. Ross in 
the performance of Ihis work. ^ ^ 
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To the Juiz, or other Magistrate of Villa Nova de Foz Coa, Torre de Moncorvo, Freixo de 

Nemfto, and S. Jollo da Pesqueira. Freneda, 29th Nov. 1811. 

1 have employed Capt. Ross, of the Royal Engineers, to perform certain 
works upon the Douro, in order to render the river navigable as high up 
as possible for the service of the army. I beg you to give liim such 
assistance of workmen, with their tools, as he may require for this work, 
he paying them their hire. For this you will be responsible. 

The AmG. to Major Gen. H. CampMl, brigade of Guards. 30th Nov. 1811. 

As your letter and enclosures of the 2Hth inst. contained an official communi- 
cation from Col. , I laid tiie whole before his Excellency the Commander of 

the Forces, and I am directed to acquaint you, that it is very proper that the officer 
commanding a brigade, or the officer commanding a regiment, should have from 
the officer or non-commissioned officer in charge of the sick men of his brigade 
or regiment, at any hospital station, all the information he can require ; but the 
officers commanding at hospital stations are, and must be, responsible for the 
management of the hospital, the conduct of the men at the station, for sending 
men at the proper periods to join their regiments, and for not sending them too 
soon. Therefore it is not proper that orders should be sent to that officer, or to 
any officer or non-comniissionea officer at the station, to send away or dispose of 
any non-commissioned officer or soldier, excepting by orders from head quarters. 
If non-commissioned officers or soldiers are required from any hospital station, 
application for them must be made to the Adi. Gen., and the request will be consi- 
dered. I regret, after my first intimation, that Col. — should have thought it 
necessary to repeat his orders. 

1 had the honor of apprising you that an arrangement was making, agreeably 
to the G.O. of 15lh Nov. 1811, to obtain exact lists of all the names of the ward 
masters and orderlies employed at the several stations ; and these, when complete, 
will be forwarded fur the information of the divisions. 

To Vice Adm. tlie Hon. G. RciUelcy. Freneda, 2d Dec. 1811. 

I received at the same time your letters of the 24th and 28th, and by 
the same post a dispatch from Lord Liverpool, of which 1 enclose a copy, 
regarding the troop ships and small transports for the Douro and Mondego ; 
and a letter, of which 1 enclose an extract, regarding the subject to which 
yours of the 24th relates *. the last is exactly of the same purport with that 
which you have received from Mr. Yorke. In answer to the last paragraph 
of your letter of the 24tli, I assure you that I shall he very sorry if any 
change is made in your situation, which is not wished for by yourself. 

1 shall write to my brother again respecting the employment of the 
ships of your squadron exclusively in carrying the money from Cadiz for 
this army. 


G. O. Freneda, 30th Nov. 1611. 

1 . The detachments of the 0th division at work at Almeida, with the exception of the 
carpenters, smitliB, wheelwrights, and sawyers, ordered by the G. O. of the 18ttj Nov., are 
to join their corps on the Ist Dec. 

‘2. 180 men, with officers and non-commissioned officers in propirtion, from the Ist divi- 
sion, and 180 men, with officers and iion-commisBioneil officers, from Brig. Gen. Harvey's 
brigade in the 4th division, are to be sent to Almeida to work on the Ist Dec. ; and these 
men are to be relieved every fourth day, according to the orders of the 7th Oct. in res|iect to 
the relieft of the men of the 6th division. 

3. The Commander of the Forces likewise r^uests that 50 masons from the 1st divbiim 
may be sent to Almeida on the Ist Dec. to relieve the masons of the 4lli division, in lieu of 
the masons belonging to the 6th division, by the G. O. of the 16th Nov. 

4. This relief will, till further orders, be made l>y those numbers of the Ist inst. of the 
masons of the 6th division. 

VOL. V. 2 c 
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1 observe that you have had some correspondence with Capt. Holloway^ 
of the Engineers, regarding the construction of furnaces for hot shot in 
the sea batteries of the Tagus. I am desirous that this work should be 
performed by the Portuguese engineers, as being necessary for the com- 
pletion of the old works of the country. If I were to allow our engineers 
to perform any work (not immediately necessary for our own accommoda- 
tion) in the ancient fortifications of the country, I should have to incur an 
expense nearly equal to the subsidy, as there is nothing which the Portu- 
guese government would not throw upon us. I have therefore drawn the 
line as above stated. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Freneda, 2d Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 28th Oct. and of the 3d Nov., and I 
am very much obliged to Ilis Royal Highness for attending to my requests 
in favor of Brig. Generals Murray, Hulsc, Pakenham, and Mackinnon. 
The arrangement for the rank of the British officers in the Portuguese 
service was not made according to my opinion, but I am inclined to believe 


G. O. Vreueda, Ist Dec. 1811 

* 4> « >1' m # 

3. The Commander of the Forces requests the at lent ion of the officers of the army to the 
sentence of the* (teneral Court Maitiul ulM)ve published, and to this older ; and he repeats 
that tiiey have no more right to order a cart or any thing else to be einliargoed. * os it is 
called,* or pressed in this country, than they have in England. 

4. The orders of the army ore |K)sitive u|K)ii this subject. If an officer requires a cait 
or other means of transport, or any article of supply of any description, he is to make a 
regular ajiplicatiun to a ('oinraissary ; if there should he no Cominissaiy near, to whom he 
can conveniently apply, he iiiu&t make an ap])licatioii to amagistiatc in writing; and if 
the magistrate should refuse or omit to comply with his a))piication, he must report in 
writing to his sufiuiini officer for the information of the Commander of the Forces, and the 
magistrate will be resjiunsible for his omisbinn to jM'rfoim bis duty, and to supply wliat is 
required. 

6. The exigence of tlie service ran seldom be of a nature to require that an officer should 
require to take upon himself to embar<fo or press means of traiispoit or ai tides of supply, 
&c. without the intervention of a magistrate ; and any officer, who does take upon himself 
such an authority, will lie obliged to iimve that the service rendered such an assunqition of 
authority necessary, and that the magistrate to whom lie had applied had omitted or re- 
fused to {lerform his duty : he must in that case go himself in command of the ])arty which 
will 1)6 employed to embargo or press wiiat is required ; and he will in this, as in every other 
case, lie held responsible for the conduct of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers under 
his command. 

6. These orders are rendered necessary by the disgraceful irregularities of which the sol- 
diers are guilty while employed on these duties, by the cruel ojipressioii wliicli they inflict 
oil the inhabitants of the country, and by the misfortunes to themselves which are the conse- 
quences of their conduct. In the course of the montli of October there were 2 other 

■oldiers killed and 3 wounded, Itesides corporal , of the — regt., who, while 

employed m embargoing^ as it is called, carts, committed every description of irregu- 
larity, and levied contributions on tlie people fur the release of the same carts which had 
been pressed under jiretence of the necessities of the service. The Commander of the 
Forces therefore trusts that the officers of the army will aid him in putting an end to this 
fertile source of these disgraceful irregularities, by a due attention to these orders ; and he 
desires that every officer who marches with a detachment, whether from the army, from 
Lisbon, or from any other station, may lie supplied with a co])y of them. 

7. The Commander of die Forces likewise requests the attention of the officers of the 
Commissariat to these^orders ; and he desires that they will understand that they have no 
more authority to ern^rgo or press any thing for the service than any other officer of the 
army« If they cannot procure what they require by hire or purchase, they must apply to 
a magistrate ; and if the magistrate should refuse or omit to p^orm his duty, they must 
make a report in writing, edifying all the circumstances ; and if the necessities of the ser- 
vice require that they should proceed on their own authority to pret^er embargo by military 
force, an officer of the Commissariat must proceed wiili the party. 
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it was right It has worked well, at all events, which is the best test of 
its soundness ; and it requires only a little attention in bringing the troops 
together, in order to avoid inconvenience from those parts of it which one 
would wish to be otherwise than they are. Any thing would be better 
than an alteration at present. 

1 am obliged to you for attending to our wants of General officers. 

did not succeed very well when he was here before, but I dare say 

he will do so now. I have a high opinion of Gen. Kempt from all that I 
have heard of him. We have now more than we can well dispose of, par- 
ticularly if Beckwith comes out again ; and there are two with whom we 

could dispense with advantage, and . They are both respectable 

officers as commanders of regiments, but they are neither of them very fit 

to take charge of a large body. I understand that wishes to return 

home to unite himsel f with a lady of ectsy virtue ; and has been very ill 

lately, and I think might be induced to go. I shall try if 1 can get them 
away in this manner, as I would not on any account hurt the feelings of 
either. 

The A.G, to Dr. DoUon, Dep. Insjtector of hoipitah. 2d Dec. 1811. 

] herewith enclose a coinnmnicatioii I have received from Dr. Franck, and I 
have the Commander of the Forces’ directions to desire you will be pleased to 
order the arrangemenl therein suggested lo be carried into effect at the several 
hospitals. With regard to classing the patients under the different heads specified, 
you will be so good, when this shall have been effected, to send the lists of 
the men to me, taking care that their names and regiments are specified ; and 
further directions will be sent to you with regard to a definitive arrangement for 
them. 

7%e A.G, to Lieut. Col, — , — dragoon guardt. 2d Dec. 1811. 

Your letter of the 27th ult. has been submitted to the Commander of the 
Forces, and I am to acquaint you that bis Excellency would be sorry to be 
obliged to refuse you the accommodation you request : he therefore wishes you 
would not ask it. Y our stay on service has been but short, and private considera- 
tions induce you to leave the regiment : and as precedents might be quoted in a 
very large army, he will not authorise to send a horse transport to curry one horse, or 
allow a dragoon to go to England. The Inst, however, is a regimental arrangement, 
to which, if Col. Ponsoiihy consents, the Commander of the Forces will not object. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 3d Dec. 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 29th, and I concur in your giving the 
Portuguese government £20,000, or any sum you please. It is well, how- 
ever, to continue the threat to pay no more till the military chest shill be 
established. 

I desired that 50,000 dollars of the sum recently received from Cadiz 
should be paid to you. 

I shall desire Mr. Bissett to receive the 24,000 dollars for the marine 
stores sent to Algiers. . 

I intended to write to you this morning, to recommend that the govern- 
ment should take up my proclamation of April last, as the ground of their 
proceeding in respect to the concealment of property by the people. This 
appears to be Nogueira’s opinion, and I see that they propose sending me 
the papers on the subject, so that I shall be able to put the business in 
such a train as not to create unnecessary alarm. 


2 c 2 
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You will have seen that the Marquez de Valen^a and the Marquez Ponte 
de Lima and Col. Vasconcellos went from Guinaldo towards Lisbon some 
dtLjB ago. 

To the RL Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 4th Dec. 1811. 

1 enclose my dispatch of this date. I have received one or two reports 
of a general movement by the enemy to this quarter with another convoy. 
They must come before long, or the place will be distressed. 

Adm. Berkeley has written to me again upon the employment of the 
ships of his squadron to carry our money from Cadiz and Gibraltar to 
Lisbon. As the officers and men of this squadron perform all the duties 
of the army, it is but fair that they should enjoy any benefit to be derived 
from the service. At all events, it is not fair that they should perform all 
the severe and unpleasant duty, and that those of another squadron should 
enjoy the benefit. On these principles I settled that a ship of the Admi- 
ral’s squadron should go to Cadiz periodically to briiig away the money 
which Mr. Duff might have for us ; but it has frequently hap])en**d that 
it has been sent in one of the vessels of the squadron at Cadiz, even though 
one of Adm. Berkeley’s squadron has been waiting there ; and in a recent 

instance, the Admiral says, that in the order given by , it was stated 

that the vessel was sent by your ^mrticular desire. 1 shall be very much 
obliged to you if you will desire Duff to send this money by the vessel 
which Adm. Berkeley will send for it periodically. If this should not be 
done, it would be better that we should not suffer the inconvenience of 
sending the vessel. 

To the FiOrl of Liverpool. Fienerla, 4lh Dec. 1811. 

I received only by the last post your letter of the 3d Oct. Lest it 
should be imagined that I have any desire that Adm. Berkeley should be 
relieved, I mention that it is impossible for 2 officers to be on better terms 
than we are. I have always found the Admiral not only disposed to give 
us every assistance in his power, but to anticipate and exceed our wishes 
in this way. I know that the Duke of Richmond and Lord Bathurst are 
anxious Uiat the Admiral should remain, and 1 would submit to many incon- 
veniences to gratify them ; but it would really be unjust to Adm. Berkeley 
to say otherwise than that he anticipates all our wishes, and that we go on 
very well with him. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 4th Dec. 1811. 

According to the intention which 1 communicated to your Lordship in 
my dispatch of the 27th Nov., I withdrew our advanced guard across the 
Agueda on the 29th, and again extended the cantonments of the army. 

The impossibility of finding subsistence on the spot, and the difficulty 
of procuring means of transport in Portugal to move forward our maga- 


Q, Freneda, 4th Dec. ISll. 

1. The Commanding officer at Lisbon, or the officer commanding any station at which 

Capt. , — regt., may hapiien to be, will be pleased to place that officer under 

an arrest and send him to join his regiment; he having been a^VSral months absent without 
leive, and having been in Portugal since the 20th Got. last, withnlit report iiig himself, or 
coinniiinicatiiig with his Commanding officer. 
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sines from the places at which the rivers ceased to be navigable, have 
obliged me at present to extend the cantonments, particularly of the cavalry, 
farther than would be expedient on military considerations. But offensive 
military operations in the present season are almost impracticable, and 1 
hope that 1 have kept in this neighbourhood a force sufficiently large to 
prevent the enemy from undertaking any thing. 

Don Carlos de Espaha has informed me that he attacked the enemy on 
the 28th Nov., on their retreat from the Sierra de Francia, between 
Miranda and Endrinal, with a detachment of Don J. Sanchez* infantry, and 
a detachment of the regiment ‘ de la Princesa.^ On their arrival at En- 
drinal they were attacked by Don J. Sanchez with his cavalry, and were 
obliged to form in a square. * 

Don Carlos informs me that the enemy suffered xsonsiderable loss, and 
that his troops got possession of some of the money of which the enemy 
had plundered the inhabitants of the Sierra de Francia. 

Don Carlos de Espana mentions particularly the conduct of Lieut. W. 
Reid, of the Royal Engineers, who attended him upon this expedition, 
having before been employed to perform a service under his directions. 

I have received no intelligence either from Galicia or from Cadiz, or 
from Valencia, since I addressed your Lordship on the 27th Nov. It ap- 
pears that the troops which have entered Asturias belong to Gen. Bonet’s 
division of the army of the north, which division was employed to observe 
the army of Galicia at the period at which the army of the north and the 
* Arm6e de Portwjal * were collected in September for the relief of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 4tb Dec. 1811. 

1 enclose the last morning reports. The cold weather has occasioned 
an increase of deaths in the hospitals lately ; this was to be expected ; bu# 
I have not heard of any bad description of sickness. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 4th Dec. 18] 1. 

I have a report that Suchet has suffered severely by a sortie from Va- 
lencia, and by an attack upon him from the Valencian peasantry, and had 
been obliged to retire upon Murviedro. Reports of this description have 
generally been the forerunner of accounts of some serious disaster to the 
Spaniards, and J am very apprehensive that Valencia is lost. 

The loss of this place is of great importance ; the greater number of 
the Grandees of Spain have estates in Valencia, upon the revenues of 
which they have subsisted since they have lost every thing elsewhere. 
It may be expected, therefore, that the loss of this kingdom will induce 
many to wish to submit to the French yoke. The probability that the 
fall of Valencia would immediately follow the loss of Tarragona, was the 
cause of the ferment at Cadiz in the commencement of the last summer. 
This ferment was directed against us, and the failure of the operations in 
which we had been engaged was stated to be the cause of it ; but as the 
fall of Badajoz, which was certainly the most fatal event of the war, 
created no impression at Cadiz, notwithstanding that it was the result of 
treachery, it cannot be believed that the failure in retaking it was the 
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cause of the ferment at Cadiz, in the summer. It was the fall of Tura* 
gona, which having opened the road to the remaining estates of the 
Grandees, created a wish to submit among this order and their adherents ; 
and as this misfortune could not by any misrepresentation be attributed 
to the English, the attention of the public was turned with great dexterity 
to the operations in which they had not succeeded. 

We may expect a similar ferment on the present occasion, and a more 
general inclination at Cadiz to submit to the French ; but this is not the 
only view in which the loss of Valencia is a misfortune. I am afraid 
that, although Blake has found no resources in that province, that his 
army was starving, and that he could get no money to buy the provisions 
which were expected in the port, excepting by loans raised upon the 
credit of Mr. Tupper, my brother’s agent there, the French will find in 
Valencia the resources of money and provisions of which they stand so 
much in need. 

There is also another view in which the loss of Valencia is a serious 
misfortune, and that is, that this conquest, unlike the others which the 
enemy have made in Spain, will promote the concentration of their forces. 
Even if Suchet should not be able to press on farther to the southward 
than Valencia, and Soult should not be able to extend his troops so as to 
communicate with Suchet through Murcia, Suchet will he able to com- 
municate, by a shorter route than he had, with the army of the centre 
and the * Armie de Portugal^' and with the troops in Castille ; he will be 
on the back of the Empecinado, Mina, and others, and will cut off the 
supplies which they have received through Valencia. 

If the people of Valencia should submit as soon as the military force 
in the kingdom will be subdued, which, from what I hear of them, I 
think probable, Suchet’s force will then be disposable on the left of Soult, 
or to support the army of the north and the ‘ Annde de Portugal^ more 
immediately opposed to us.* 

However, notwithstanding this misfortune, if it should have occurred, 
and its probable consequences, I don’t despair of the result of the contest. 
Buonaparte is still far from making the conquest even of that part of the 
Peninsula of which he has the military possession, and the people of the 
country are still disposed to resist whenever they see a prospect of advan- 
tage : we shall soon find new modes of communicating with, and supply- 
ing, the guerrillas, even if the old should be cut oiT ; and, in truth, the 
devastation which attends the progress of the enemy’s arms, and is the 
consequence of their continuance in any part of the country, is our best 
friend, and will in the end bring the contest to a conclusion. 

The whole country between Madrid and the Alentejo is now a desert, 
and a still smaller proportion of the land Ims been cultivated this winter. 
The argument of the people of the country js, that it is better to rob than 
to sow and have the produce of their harvests taken from them ; and the 
French begin to find that they cannot keep their large armies together 
for any operation that will take time, and that when we can reach them 
they can do nothing with small bodies. 

The misfortune is that we experience nearly the sitne difficulties ; we 
cannot venture to undertake any thing with a small body, and a large 
♦ See Appendix, No. XV. 
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body would starve. But we have advantages in the Peninsula which the 
French cannot enjoy ; we have possession of all the navigable rivers, of 
which we make use to convey our supplies, as far as they will cany, and 
the naval power of Great Britain protects the arrival of these supplies, 
and the formation of our magazines on the coast. It is true that the 
rivers carry only to a certain distance from the coast, and we have hitherto 
been able to supply ourselves with difficulty on the frontiers of Portugal ; 
but 1 have now in hand various measures to increase our means, and to 
enable us to establish ourselves still farther in the country, whatever may 
be the state of the local resources ; one of these is to render the Douro 
navigable up to the junction of the Agueda, which 1 hope to effect in a 
short time. 

Besides this, 1 hope to be able to report to your Lordship, in tlie course 
of next month, that Almeida is re-established as a military post. 1 found, 
upon examination, that Sir B. Spencer’s explosion had not done so much 
damage as he had supposed, and indoed the injury was almost confined to 
the dispersion of the people collected to repair the damages done by 
Brenier, and to the delay, till 1 had again examined tl)e place, of all mea- 
sures to re-establish it. 

The financial arrangements, which I hope will soon be carried into 
execution at Lisbon, will likewise improve our situation, and increase our 
resources for a forward operation. However well inclined the Spaniards 
are, they will give nothing without payment in ready money ; and when 
1 assembled the troops some days ago, we should soon have suffered dis- 
tress if 1 had not separated them again, because we had no ready money ; 
and the Spaniards, as usual, would give nothing except for ready money 
payments. 

The object of our arrangements at Lisbon is to jn<'rcase the value, 
raise the credit, and of course promote the circulation of the Portuguese 
paper. This measure will enable us to use it in our payments at Lisbon, 
and in the lower parts of Portugal ; and we shall have for our expenses 
on the frontier a great part of the specie which was before expended in 
these payments. To this add, that the improvement in the value of the 
paper will reduce the money price of all the articles which we purchase 
in Portugal. Our situation is improving, therefore ; and whatever may 
be the fate of Valencia, if the Spanish nation still hold out, I think they 
may yet be saved. 

To — . Head Quarters, 6th Dec. IBll. 

I have received your letter of the 23d Nov., and I enclose the duplicate 
of one which 1 wrote to a person who made me a communication respect- 
ing you some days ago. You appear to have written your letter of the 
23d Nov. under a misapprehension. You think that the government are 
inclined to pardon you : so far from it, that if they can catch you, or 
have you caught, you will be hanged; and 1 therefore recommend you to 
keep out of the way, and to take care of yourself. In the enclosed letter 
I have stated the only means by which you can hope to receive a pardon 
for your crimes ; and I can undertake to solicit your pardon on no other 
terms. 
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In order to comply with these terms, and to perform the service which 
1 require from you, it is not necessary to put you in communication with 
any of the persons you mention. You have only to send your letters to 
the advanced posts of this army, and there is no occasion for any answer 
from me. 1 mubt tell you, however, that if 1 were to attempt to put you 
in communication with the Spanish officers you mention, such is their 
well founded detestation and mistrust of every Portuguese who has any 
tiling to say to the French, that, notwithstanding their confidence in me, 
they would refuse to comply with my proposition. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 5th Dec. 1611. 

I shall not move Byng from his brigade if I can help it ; but we have 
many General officers coming out, all of whom will require commands. 

1 have orders to complete the 1st batt. 39th regt. to 1200 R. and F., 
by drafts from the 2d batt., and to send the latter home. I was actually 
writing you the orders to make tliis arrangement, when I received your 
letter announcing that the ophthalmia prevailed in the Ist batt . ; but when 
they recover so for as to induce you to think tliat you can mix tliem with 
the other troops without danger of infection, I request you to carry these 
orders into execution. Let me know when you do so, that 1 may give 
out the orders. 

You will do well to open all the letters coming to me from Austin. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. Freneda. 5th Dec. 1811. 

1 was in hopes that I should have had the advantage of your assistance 
in this country, and I had intended to request you to take the command 
of the 7th division of infantry, when 1 thought that Gen. Macfarlane was 
coming likewise; and of the 6th division, when 1 found that he was 
destined for Sicily. 

I was concerned to find, by your letter of the 16th Nov., which I re- 
ceived this day, that Lord W. Bentinck had desired to have your assist- 
ance likewise in Sicily ; and as the Commander in Chief has permitted me 
to allow you to go there, and it appears by your letter that you are 
desirous of joining Lord W. Bentinck, I can’t bring myself to detain you, 
notwithstanding that 1 am much in want of your assistance. 1 am not 
aware of Lord William’s objects in Sicily, but if you should think it 
desirable to return to this country, I shall be happy to have your as- 
sistance. 

I beg to be kindly remembered to Mrs. Clinton, if she should be 
with you. 


The A.G, to Major Sturgeon, Royal Staff Corpe, AhneiUa, 5th Dec. 1811. 

In reply to your letter, enclosing a crime against , private, — 

regt., 1 have to acquaint you that it is his Excellency’s pleasure that he. as well 
us the other soldiers who may have misconducted themselves, should be tried by 
a line Court Martial at Almeida ; and so soon as the sentence shall be approved 
of, the same being to be submitted to head quarters to be confirmed, the l^ovost 
Marshal shall proceed to Almeida, to have the punishment inflicted before the 
working parties. ' 

I have ordered back the prisoner and the two soldiers yfu sent in here, and I 
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enclose a letter to the senior officer of the working parties, to assemble and try 
the prisoners brought forward, directing him to report to me when the trials are 
over, enclosing the proceedings. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 6th Deo. 181 1* 

I have received your letter of the 2d. I propose that those for whose 
use the carts are hired, shall pay the fee of 200 rds to the magistrate for 
producing them ; and I shall authorise the Commissaries, and others of 
the British army, to charge this fee in their accounts (properly vouched), 
by the same G. O. in which I shall publish tlie regulation of the go- 
vernment. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Lord Liverpool, in 
answer to one which I wrote to him upon the effect produced upon the 
circulation of Portugal by the state of our affairs with America, and 
upon the remedy which I proposed in case those affairs should continue 
as they now are. From tlic statement in this letter, you will see that the 
harvest in Great Britain has been so little favorable that Portugal can’t 
expect any supply of corn from thence. It will therefore be desirable 
that you should take your measures in time to keep this country supplied 
from the Mediterranean and from America till the next harvest. 

We have always in store for our army 3 months* provisions, and I am 
about to order the Commissary Gen. immediately to make arrangements 
to get a supply for 3 months more, independently of what he may get 
from England. 

The supply of the Portuguese army is not so important as that of the 
nation ; and I am afraid we must submit to a drain of specie for that 
object. But the rise in the value of paper, and its increased circulation, 
owing to the financial measures, which ought not to be delayed, will, 1 
hope, enable us to afford this expenditure of speeie. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Freneda, 7tb Dec. 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 18th and 2l8t ult., 
Nos. 12 and 13. 

In regard to the first, I beg you to observe, that before the allies are 
called upon to protect the guerrillas by retaliating upon the enemy the 
injuries they do to those who ore prisoners, it is proper that the Spanish 


G. O. Freneda, 71h Dec. 1811. 

2. The Commander of the Forces has received frequent complaints from officers, as well 
of the Portuguese as of the British army, lielongiug to tlie civil as well as tlie. military 
department, and to the regiments, of the uncivil and, in various instances, insulting language 
in which some of the communications in writing with each other are carried on. It is 
impossible that the service should not suffer, if those who are to assist each other do not 
agree; and it cannot be expected that they should agree, if harsh, uncivil, and insulting 
terms are used in their necessary communications. 

3. The Commander of the Forces is unwilling now to take further notice of this subject, 
or to draw the attention of the army to those complained of. 

4. The Commander of the Forces has likewise, upon more tlian one occasion, received 
complaints of the disgraceful conduct of British officers towards the Portuguese audiorities, 
particularly the commanders of forts, and in provinces. He trusts that this has pro- 
ceeded from inexperience; but he desires that an officer in the Portuguese service, in com- 
mand, may be treated in every respect as an officer in His Majesty’s service in command. 
All officers and others belonging to the British army, paning through the limits of his 
command and the place of his residence^ are to wait upon him, and acquaint him with the 
nature of the service or business on which they are going. 
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government and the regular Spanish armies should protect them; and 
that the several guerrilla parties should protect each other. 

We have frequently heard of declarations that injuries should be re- 
ialiated ; and but few instances qf those declarations being carried into 
execution, notwithstanding that the French murder the Spanish prisoners 
every day. When the Spanish government and armies shall take up this 
subject as they ought, it will rest with the British government (not me) 
to determine whether they will enter into this system of retaliation in 
favor of the Spaniards. 

In answer to your second letter, I concur with you in opinion that the 
Spaniards gave but little opposition to the entry of the enemy into As- 
turias. Then they call upon me to make a movement for their relief. 
I am perfectly aware of the advantage which the enemy derive from their 
position in the Asturias; but no movement which I could make could 
relieve that province, supposing that I could make a movement. Bonet’s 
division, by which the Asturias has been occupied, was never brought 
against this army. That division observed the army of Galicia while the 
army of the north came to the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo. Till the army of 
Galicia shall be capable of moving, Bonct’s division is equally well situated 
for observing the army of Galicia in Asturias as in Leon ; and no move- 
ment which 1 could make could induce that division to leave the Asturias. 

But it is impossible for me to move more forward than I am at pre- 
sent The Spaniards invariably forget that a large army must be sup- 
plied ; and although they cry out loudly for assistance, they invariably 
refuse and omit to supply with provisions those who go to give it to 
them ; which same provisions are afterwards forced from tliem by the 
enemy. The British army are therefore necessarily obliged to subsist on 
their magazines on the rivers ; and they can’t communicate with their 
magazines at a greater distance from them than they are at present. 

To B. Sydenham, Esq. Freneda, 7th Dec. 1811. 

I am writing without much detailed knowledge upon this subject ; at 
the same time, 1 write in hopes that my reflections and suggestions may 
be of use. 

In regard to other points, I hope that the blow will not be struck too 
soon ; and that the Sovereigns of Europe, and all who are determined to 
resist Buonaparte, will enter into the plan with a determination to per- 
severe until they put an end to the system of making war as a financial 
resource ; that they won’t proceed according to the old plan of sacrificing 
a part to save the remainder, but will one and all persevere to the last, 
and either save all or lose all ; with an entire conviction that the re- 
mainder ^ as it is called, will, in the course of events, be taken from them, 
if they should cease to resist. > 1 have given the Duke of Brunswick a 
lesson on this subject, which will not be useless if he has any communi- 
cation with the Continent. 

Bitt the principal point on which I wished to write to you is the dis- 
posal of this army, supposing that there should be a general breeze in 
Europe. I think that you have miscalculated the means and resources 
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of France in men, and mistaken the objects of the French government in 
imagining that, under those circumstances, Buonaparte will be obliged or 
inclined to withdraw his army from Spain. He will not even reduce it 
considerably, but he will only not reinforce it. If I am right, the British 
army cannot be so advantageously employed as in the Peninsula. Of that, 

I trust, there is no doubt. If the British army is not employed in the 
Peninsula, that part of the world would soon be conquered ; and the army 
which would have achieved its conquest, reinforced by the levies in the Pe- 
ninsula, would reduce to subjugation the rest of the world. But that is not 
exactly the view which you have taken of the subject. You appear to 
think it probable Uiat Buonaparte would be inclined or obliged to with- 
draw from the Peninsula ; and you ask, what would 1 do in that case ? 1 

answer, attack the most vulnerable frontier of France, that of the Pyrenees. 
Oblige the French to maintain in that quarter 200,000 men for their 
defence ; touch them vitally there, when it will certainly be impossible to 
touch them elsewhere, and form the nations of the Peninsula into soldiers, 
who would be allies of Great Britain for centuries. 

I acknowledge that this task would not be an easy one. But the diffi- 
culties are not insurmountable ; and I think it is possible, with our mari- 
time resources, to form and maintain an army in the Pyrenees. 

But there is another view of this question ; and that is, what shall we do 
with this army if wc don’t employ it in the Peninsula ? Government must 
first begin by understanding clearly that they cannot have this army in any 
part of the north of Europe, or in the Adriatic, in a state fit for service in 
less than 6 months after the resolution to alter its destination shall be 
passed in the Cabinet. Who can foresee the events of 6 months in these 
days ? Who can depend upon his own foresight ? But there is another 
consideration to be adverted to. I have a gross .50,000 men, but I have 
never had 35,000 fit for duty in the field. But I will suppose that 
government could reckon upon 40,000 British troops. These could not 
act separately in Germany, or in the north of Europe : they must be 
attached to some other array, of which no power in Europe would give 
the British government the command. Could the British government 
leave its army at the disposal of Prussia, Russia, or Austria, or of the 
insurgenlA in the north of Europe? Then comes the question of sup- 
plies. The British army must be well supplied, and might and would he 
well supplied in the north of Europe. But it would soon be found that the 
foreign army to which it should be attached must be supplied likewise. 
Would tlie British government be prepared to defray the expense of both ? 
If they could not, the British array would starve equally with the foreign 
army ; and what would the British public say to this ? 

I believe that the Court and head quarters of the army are very desirous 
of changing the seat of our operations, for reasons into which it is not now 
necessary to enter. Not so the public. But our ministers may depend 
upon it that they cannot establish any where such a system as they have 
here ; that they cannot any where keep in check so large a proportion of 
Buonaparte’s army, with such small comparative British means ; that they 
cannot any where be principals, and carry on the war upon their own 
responsibility, at so cheap a rate of men and means as they can here ; that 
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happen elsewhere, even for the attainment of those objects which would 
be in view in transferring the seat of the war to the north of Europe. 

To the Magistrate of the Town of — . Freneda, 7th Dec. 1811. 

Complaints have been made to me that the soldiers of the cavalry sell 
their clothes, arms, and accoutrements, and the forage for their horses, to 

the inhabitants of the town of , to obtain money to purchase wine. 

I have given directions that those guilty of these practices may be 
punished ; but as there would be no sellers if there were no purchasers, 
I beg you to give notice to the inhabitants of the town and district of 

, that if any thing belonging to a soldier of the British army is found 

in the possession of any one of them, the person will be sent to my head 
quarters, in order to be brought to trial before the Special Commission, 
and punished. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 7th Dec. 1811. 

I have the honor to inform you that a duel was fought on the 1 1th Nov. 

last, by Capt. * * ^ * and Capt. , of the — regt., in which the former 

received a wound, of which he has since died. The duel was fought 
within the Portuguese territory. 

I request you to lay the enclosed papers on the subject before the 

Portuguese government, and to inform them that Capt. is in close 

arrest, and that he shall be given up to stand his trial when the govern- 
ment of the country shall think proper to ask for him. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Freneda, 7th Dec. 1811. 

I am very much in want of such oflScers as Gen. Clinton and Gen. 
Macfarlane. One of our divisions is in itself a complete army, composed 
of British and foreign troops, artillery, departments, &c. ; and it requires 
some discretion and sense to manage such a concern. But when Lord 
W. Bentinck expresses a wish to have the assistance of those officers for 
the conduct of such a business as 1 imagine he has in hand (for 1 don’t 
know what it is), I could not think of detaining for a moment Gen. Clin- 
ton, respecting whom His Royal Highness left me an option. 

Accordingly, having received a letter from Gen. Clinton by the same 
post with yours of the 17th, expressing his wish to proceed to Sicily, 
1 wrote him tlie answer of which 1 enclose the copy, giving my consent 
to his going there. 

I have given leave to Sir W. Erskine to go home to lease his estate ; 
and Gen. Cole wants to go, and will go before long. Murray also, I am 
sorry to say, is desirous of going for a short time. All that I am afraid of 
is, that on some fine day I shall be found with this large army, without the 
assistance which is necessary to conduct it. However, I must do my best. 

1 propose to place Gen. Tilson under Gen. HRl. The 6th and 7th divi- 
sions are without Commanding officers, and the 4th will be equally desti- 
tute when Gen. .Cole shall go. The cavalry with Gen. Hill is under 
Major Gen. Long. When I say that the 7th diwision is without a Com- 
manding officer, I ought to add, that I am perfectly satisfied with Alten, 
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who is now the senior, and indeed the only General officer with that divi- 
sion. But no business can be well conducted by any body who is to con- 
duct it only for a time. The 6th division is commanded by Major Gen. 
Bume, and the 4th will be commanded by Major Gen. Kemmis, when 
Gen. Cole shall go. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneiia, 7th Dec. 181 1. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, con- 
taining demands of the Portuguese government against — , and 

, late of the Lusitanian Legion. 

1 proposed, for your Lordship’s decision, in my dispatch of the 13th 

Nov. 1811, a mode of settling the demand against ; and 1 

request to have your Lordship’s decision on that subject, and on the de- 
mand against — . 

The to Lieut. Gen. Graham^ dwieion. 7th Dec. 1811. 

1 have tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th inst., und 
enclosures from Major Gen. H. Campbell and Col.ruller, which have been submitted 
ro the Commander of the Fovcea ; and 1 am to acquaint you that as soon as 
Lieut. Col. Woodford joins the battalion, his Excellency will permit Lieut. Col. 
— to proceed to England. 

II is Excellency has always been desirous of carrying into execution the regi- 
mental orders issued in Loudon by the Ct lonels of the Guards, but he conceives 
it is necessary likewise to pay attention to His Majesty's orders. According to 
these, an officer, who is promoted or removed by the course of service, from a 
battalion abroad to a battalion at home, is not to be allowed to quit the battalion 
abroad till the officer relieving him joins it. The desire that Lieut. Col. — 
should return to England has always been stated as a matter of regimental ar- 
rangement, which, as has been above pointed out, is not consistent with Ills 
Majesty’s regulations on this head of service. If, however, it is essential for 

Lieut. Col. 'b business, und that he wdshes to go, his Excellency, taking into 

consideration that Col. Woodford is arrived at Lisbon, will not object to it. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freiieda, Rth Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 4th, and I am happy to find lliat the 
revenue holds out. I am convinced that, if the government works in 
earnest, we shall soon have it in a very prosperous state. 

I observe that the marine cost, last month, above 500 contos. Surely 
this expense is now useless. It would be better to apply the money to 
pay the ransom to the Dey, and to get rid of the necessity of maintaining 
a navy, and of incurring this expense. 

1 don’t know what to do with the 15,000 dollars which the committee 
for the charities have sent to me. 1st; Mr. Briscall, whom I charged 
with making inquiries, has been taken ill, and is gbne to Lisbon. 2dly ; 
1 find that the rich persons, in easy circumstances, and the poor, are 
equally desirous, and claim a right, to partake of the charity. The curates 
in the villages, who are the legitimate sources of intelligence regarding 
the wants of individuals, declare that they are afraid to omit the names of 
any in a list of persons distressed by the war. They say that the rich and 
powerful insist upon sharing with others; and the curate of this very vil- 
lage says that a legacy of com came into his hands, to-be distributed to the 
poor of the village, in which rich and all insisted upon sharing alike. 

1 acknowledge that this has given me a very bad opinion of the Portu- 
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guese ; and if I can’t devise some mode of finding out who are the really 
distressed, I shall send the money back, with the exception of 200 dollars, 
which I have given to Gen. Pack to lay out for the poor people of Freixo, 
Azinhal, &c. Up to this moment, the people have suffered but little. 
They gain a good deal of money by performing little services for the 
troops ; and there is a market in every village in which they are can> 
toned. This is better for the people than millions in charity. 

I see in the newspapers that the Bishop of Guarda has reckoned every 
person in his diocese as distressed, in the same manner as my curates ; 
and he calculates the assistance which each can receive, out of the money 
placed in his hands, at 5 ms, which is about a farthing * I am thoroughly 
convinced that there are 5 persons out of 10 in his diocese, who are richer 


G. O. Freneda, 9th Doc. 1811. 

1. The Commander of tlie Forces obserres, by the returns which he has lately examined 
of the means of transport attached to the several divisions to convey to them supplies, that 
some are attached to regimental or divisional hospitals, that others arc attached to regiments, 
others posted for the purpose of keeping up the communications of the divisions ; all of 
which distributions diminish tlie means in the hands of the Commissaries to supply the 
troops, and are very inconvenient to the service. 

2. When it is necessary that soldiers should be removed to the hospitals, and that the 
roads are of a description that tfie spring waggons cannot be used, the mules returning to 
the magazines for supplies must be employed to carry them to the huspitolfi, which ha\ e 
been stationed on tlie roads to the magazines with a view to tliis convenience. 

3. A regiment can have no service for mules which is not provided for by the G. O. 
of the army. 

4. The communications of the several divisions with head quarters are provided for 
by the arrangements of the Q. M. G. : the internal communications of the divisions must 
be carried on by men on foot, unless on extraordinary occasions; to jirovide fur which, oi- 
derlies of the cavalry have been attached to the (^ncrul olHcers commanding divisions, 
besides the officers of their staif. 

d. Under these circumstances the Commander of the Forces requests, that all the mules 
employed in any manner, except in carrying supplies from (he maguziiies, or in the car- 
riage of ammunition, may be returned to those services. 

6. If the General officer commanding a division Giids it necessary to order that the 
means of transport attached to the brigades under his command should be employed in 
any manner diffeient from that for which they are provided, he is requested to re|x>it it. 

7. Notwithstanding that every brigade in tbe army is provided with tlie means of trans- 
port sufficient for the supply of the officers and troops with bread and forage, it is possible 
that, owing to the great distance of the magazines, and the accidents to which the transport 
of stores is liable, the supply of corn for tlie horses and mules attached to the infdintry in 
particular may at times fail. 

8. There are sulntitutes, however, to be provided in the country, which will keep these 
animals in condition, even though they should not be regularly supplied with com ; and 
having ascertained the mice of a ration of com, before any expense of transport is incurred, 
tlie Commander of the Forces has directed, that from the 1st Dec. to the Ist March tbe 
officers of tlie infantry of tbe army, and of the staff of the infantry, may receive 280 rets 
for each horse for every day the horses receive no com from the Commissariat, and 140 rets 
for each mule for every day their mules receive no com. 

9. No officer is to draw for more Chan be actually keeps. 

10. The charges on this account will be paid monthly, or os soon after as possible, by 
the Assist. Commissaries attached to the brigade. The bills for them must lie mode out for 
each day, and the Commanding officer of the regiment must certify that the officers for 
whose horses and mules the charges have been madf^ have, to the bmt of his knowledge, 
received no com from the Commissariat on that day, and none from any other source for 
which a charge can come against the public. The certificate must lie countersigned by the 
quarter master of the regiment, and by the Assist. Commissary attached to the brigade. 

11. The officers of the army will understand that tbe efforts made to supply com to the 
regioffental horses and mules will not be discontinued, and the expenses incurred for that 
object will not cease, notwithstanding that this allowance is granted. 

12. The Commander of the Forces hopes that these efforts will %e more successful hers- 
af^ than they have been, and this allowance is given only to enabld^the officers during the 
winter to provide a substitute in cdse they should fail. 
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in money at this moment than they were in the year 1808. Their houses 
are probably not in such good repair, their furniture not so good or so 
plentiful, nor their stores so full of com, wine, oil, and garlic, as they 
were then ; but there is no want of money. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 10th Dec. ISll, 

I have received your letter of the 6th. 

T am very sorry to say that I differ from the government on all their 
measures of finance ; and I am much afraid that they will not only defeat 
their own objects, but will entirely prevent me from deriving any advan- 
tage from those measures in the British finance in tliis country. 

The first measure goes to perpetuate the circulation of fictitious 
paper. Is it intended that all the circulating paper money shall have the 
stamp of all the subordinate officers, or of one only? Tf of all, then the 
paper must circulate through all the offices before it can be worth any 
thing ; if of one only, then it is in the power of any office to circulate 
any fictitious paper they please. 

The Portaria^ mentioned as the second measure, will be just as in- 
operative as the ancient law, if the intrinsic value of the paper, or, in 
other words, the credit of the government, is not improved by the mea- 
sures which they will now adopt. 

The third measure is not fit to be considered by a government, and 
shall not have one moment of my consideration. The government that 
jobs in stock on its own account can never acquire credit ! 

The fourth measure goes to debase the copper coinage. Let the copper 
be issued at its value, and be exchanged for paper at the regular rate of 
exchange, and there will be no difficulty in making it current. The 
measure of issuing it at a depreciated rate in respect to other coins 
for paper, can have the effect of raising the value of paper only for a 
moment. 

The fifth measure will be good in 8 months hence ; that is to say, in 
about 10 months after I had recommended it, and after the Prince had 
ordered it to be adopted. 

If it is proper and right to pay the interest on paper money, why not 
pay it from the 1st July ? Who will believe that the interest will be 
paid on the 1st June, 1812? Not I, certainly: and if the government 
don’t adopt some serious steps to raise the credit of this paper, 1 have in 
contemplation a measure which will destroy the whole fabric at once ; 
and that is, to give orders that it may not be received in payment for bills 
upon England. Why should the British army support the credit of a 
paper for which the government will do nothing ? I had lately nearly 
•£500,000 in this paper : that is to say, a large proportion of the whole ; 
but unless its credit is raised, that shall never again happen. 

In regard to the sixth measure, I protest against the whole of it, ex- 
cepting that part to pa]rthe interest on Apolices from the Ist July. I 
object entirely to the creation of new paper or new funds, before the old 
paper is provided for. As for the scheme of discriminating between the 
old holders and new purchasers of Apolices^ and of canvassing the prices 
paid for Apolices^ it is the mo0t wild and extravagant, the least practicable, 
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the most unjust, and most inconsistent with the principles of financial 
policy, that has ever yet come under my view. 

I beg the government to advert to my first letter to them on the 3d 
Oct.; on the subject of the interest on paper money, which is the founda- 
tion of all their proceedings on this subject. I repeat, that unless they 
can improve the credit of the circulating medium in Portugal, Great Bri- 
tain can’t maintain the contest in the Peninsula, not for want of means, 
because, thank God 1 Great Britain was never in so prosperous a state ; 
but because tlie state of the world will not allow her to procure a suffi- 
cient quantity of specie. 

If Great Britain should be obliged to withdraw from the contest, or if 
I should think proper to adopt the measure which 1 have above pointed 
out in regard to paper money, (and 1 must adopt some measure of the 
kind, if the circulating value of the paper money is not improved,) what 
will become of their fine spun and stock jobbing tlieories for the improve- 
ment of their credit ? 

1 can give no opinion respecting the taxes on the farmers, till I know 
exactly what they are. Generally speaking, it is a gross error to believe 
that the country is so much distressed as is stated. I would also ob- 
serve upon all Principal Sousa’s plans, that they are drawn with a view to 
a state of peace. Portugal is at war, and must be at war; and great 
sacrifices must be made, and every nerve and resource must be strained, to 
carry the country through its difficulties. It will afterwards be time to 
think of improvements. This is the only country in the world which, 
having such an enemy to oppose, and such a cause to fight for, would think 
of leaving any resource unapplied to the purposes of war. 

To Major Gen. Cooke Freueda, I2th Dec. IRll. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letters to the 27th Nov. 

The result of Gen. Ballesteros’ expedition could not be different from 
what it has been. He advanced without plan or object, and without force 
sufficient to effect any thing important. He was necessarily obliged to 
retire as soon as a sufficient force was brought against him ; and in the 
mean time, his own and the British troops have suffered from the priva- 
tions to which they have been liable, and exposure to the weather at this 
season of the year. 

It is a mistake to suppose that these sufferings, and the consequent de- 
ficiency of numbers, are confined to our troops. Our officers are not yet 
brought to consider these evils with indifference ; and the trouble which 
the care of the sick of the British army brings upon our officers, draws 
their attention to the diminution of the numbers of the British troops, 
while no care being taken of the sick of the Spanish army, the officers know 
nothing about them ; and although we don’t hear so much of sickness, 
and of diminution of numbers, from the Spanish officers, it may be de- 
pended upon, that no men can bear hunger and fatigue, and the exposure 
to jvet aqd cold in this season of the year, without suffering from it ; that 
all suffer equally, probably those most who are the least clothed, and have 
been least fed and taken care of before. ^ 

I am concerned to observe that Col. Skerrett attributes the necessitj for 
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the retreat of Gen. Ballesteros and himself in the end of November, to 
Gen. Hill’s return to his cantonments in the end of October. We, in ^is 
part of the Peninsula, have never had any knowledge of the plan or 
object of, or the means for Gen. Ballesteros* operations; and Gen. 
HilPs expedition was planned without any reference to what was passing 
in the bay of Gibraltar. Gen. Hill had an object which be executed, and 
then returned to his cantonments according to the orders he received. 
These orders were given, because it was known that Gen. Hill could not 
stay any longer without uselessly exposing his troops to the wants and 
hardships of which Col. Skerrett complains, and Which are inseparable 
from all operations in the Peninsula, particularly in Spain. Although we 
may be blamed for the necessity of the late retreat of Gen. Ballestf'ros, 
&c., it is certainly true that Gen. Daricau’s detachment has arrived in 
Estremadura, and that there are more of the enemy’s troops now in that 
province south of the Guadiana, than there were when Gen. Hill with- 
drew from Merida. So far, it will be admitted, that since Gen. Hill’s 
operation, some troops have been removed from Andalusia ; and certainly 
none have returned thither. 1 have thought it proper to advert to these 
opinions, which, as usual, will be used as topics of abuse against the 
British government, in order to make known to you these matters of fact, 
as an answer to them. 

Mr. Wellesley has stated to me that it was possible that the Spanish 
government might require the assistance of 800 or 1000 men to garrison 
Carthagena. Adverting to the importance of this place as a naval station, 

1 have taken upon myself to allow tliat number of men to proceed 
to Carthagena, till the pleasure of II. R. II. the Prince Regent can 
he known. Accordingly, if Mr. Wellesley should desire it, 1 request 
you to send thither the 2d halt. 07th regt., and the battalion of foreign 
detachments, or, in lieu of the latter, .5 companies of the regiment ‘ de 
Watte ville,’ if it should he your opinion that they are more to be de- 
pended upon than the battalion of foreign detachments. You will also 
send there one captain and 2 subalterns of engineers and one company of 
artillery. 

Col. J^amhert* is to go in command of these troops, till I can relieve 
him by the arrival of a General ofheer in this country. You will send 
with them an officer of the commissariat, and a sufficient number of 
officers of the medical department, supplied with medicines ; but until 
further orders these troops are to be considered as a detachment from the 
garrison of Cadiz. 

I enclose a copy of the instructionst which I gave to the detachment 
which was sent from this army to Cadiz, which must he the guide for the 
troops at Cartliagcna, as far as they may be applicable. I wish that it 
should be stipulated that the British detachment should occupy the castle 
on the height at the entrance of the harbour, as being the most important 
position, that from which it is most easy to communicate with the sea, 
and the most healthy situation. 

• Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Lambert, G.C.B. 

t See letter to B. Frere, Esq., Torres Vedrai, 5th Feb. 1810, vol. iii. p. 726 ; and letter 
to Major Gen. the Hon. W. Stewart, Viaeu, 27th Feb. 1810, vol. ui. p. 748. 

VOL, V. 2d 
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I beg that the officers of the engineers and artillery may immediately 
he employed to make out and send me plans and descriptions of the place, 
returns of the ordnance, ammunition, and stores which it contains, and 
accounts of its capacity for defence. I request that the attention of the 
senior officer of engineers may be turned in particular to the height on 
the right of the entrance of the harbour; and that he will report whether 
that height can be occupied by field works in such a manner as to be 
tenable ; and particularly, whether from that height it is practicable to 
have a secure communication with the harbour. 

I likewise wish the same circumstance to be reported in regard to the 
fort on the height on the left of the entrance of the harbour ; and the 
nature of the communication between the two, the breadth of the harbour 
to be passed, the means of passing, &c. 

The attention of the medical department must be turned to the state of 
the health of the existing garrison and of the inhabitants of Carthagena ; 
and if the yellow fever should still prevail there, Col. Lambert must not 
land. The medical gentlemen must report on the nature of that disease, 
whether it is practicable by any precautions, such as burning infec- 
tious clothes, &c., to prevent its return in the next hot season, or to miti- 
gate or guard against its effects. They will particularly advert to the 
situation of the fort which I wish the British troops to occupy, and will 
see whether it would be possible to prevent tlie communication between 
that fort and the town, so as to prevent infection. 

If Col. Lambert sliould find the place attacked when he shall arrive 
there, he will decide to land or not, according to his view of the chances 
which may exist that the assistance of the detachment under his command 
may save the place, if there sliould be provisions and ammunition suffi- 
cient to last duiing llie siege lie will likewise advert to the possibility 
of embarking; and, if it should be practicable, he will embark his 
detachment before the place shall capitulate, supposing it to be reduced 
to such an extremity. But if he should he of opinion, on his arrival, that 
the assistance of his detachment may save tlie place, he is not to be pre- 
vented from landing to aid in its defence by a notion of the possibility 
that he may not be able to re-embark. In that case he will endeavor to 
prevail with the governor to send away the most valuable ship timber and 
naval stores in the transjiorts which will take his detachment ; but if he 
should not succeed, or if it should be impracticable to embark those 
stores, he will insist with the governor, before he will land, as a condition 
on which alone he can land, tW before the governor shall enter into any 
terms of capitulation with the enemy, or before he shall stand a storm, all 
the ship timber and naval stores, ships, craft, &c., in the place or harbour, 
shall be burnt. 

Mr. Wellesley will give Col. Lambert the necessary letters to the 
governor of Cartliagena. 

The troops must take with them 200,000 rounds of musket ammuni- 
tion, besides 60 rounds per man in their pouches. 


Tu Dom M. Foijaz. 


^Fi^ineda, 12th Dec. 1811. 


1 have received your letter of the 29th Nov., regarding the mistake 
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which appears to have occurred in England in respect to the grant of the 
favors of H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal to Brig. Gen. Wilson, 
the governor of the province of Minho. 

As a Britibh subject, Brig. Gen. Wilson could not accept the honor 
conferred upon him by lib Royal Highness, cxcepling by the permission 
of H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Great Britain and Ireland, in tlie name 
and on behalf of His Majesty ; and I applied for this permission for him 
in a dispatch to the Sec. of State, dated the 30th Oct., being convinced, 
as well from the ci>nimunication I had with that officer, as from tlie com- 
munication I had with the Governors of the Kingdom, that His Royal 
Highness intended to confer upon him that mark of liis favor. 

It is possible that His Royal Highness had likewise conferred upon 
Sir R. Wilson tlie same mark of his favor; and that knowing that he was 
not in Portugal, IIis Royal Highness did not communicate that circum- 
stance to the Governors of the Kingdom. It might have been made known 
to Sir R. Wilson through his Royal Highness* Ambassador at the Court of 
London ; and Sir K. Wilson might have obtained by personal application 
the permission of his own Sovereign to ac<*ept it. It is not improbable, 
however, that a mistake ha- been made in the names of the two individuals ; 
that the })ermbsion of H R H. the Prince Regent of Great Britain for 
myself and others to accept these honor- and distinction*-, has been pub- 
lished in the London Gazette'* in consequence of some communication 
to the British government, besides those which I addressed to the Sec. of 
State in my own ease, that of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, Coude de Trancoso, 
that of Brig. Gen. Trant, and that of Brig. Gen. Wilson, to all of which I 
have received answers, excepting the last. 

Under these circumstances, it appears to me desirable that the Governors 
of the Kingdom should have an explanation with Hi Rnyal Highness* 
Ambassador at the Court of London upon this subject ; and 1 entertain 
no doubt that H R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal intended to confer 
this honor upon Brig. Gen. Wilson, the governor of Minho. 1 propose to 
address the Sec. of State upon the subject. 

In regard to Marshal Sir AV. Beresford, Conde de Traneoso’s letter, it 
is proper that it should be transmitted to he laid before H. R. H. the 
Prince Regent of Portugal. 

To tlie Rt. Hon. H. WellcBley Freneda, 12tli Dec 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 27^1, and since, those of the Ibth and 
30th. I believe Gen. Cooke is right in allowing Col. Skerrett to remain 
at Tarifa, under the circumstance which existed in the end of last month. 
But I don’t know what the plan of the Spaniards is, and what they are 
about. They appear inclined to throw upon us the burthen of occupying 
and supplying with provisions all the places to the southward, while they 
are to keep the command of them ; and we are to depend for the safety 
and honor of our troops in those places, not only upon those Commanding 
officers in the field, but upon the Commanding officers in the places. 

We have a strong interest in the success of the war, but the people of 
the Peninsula have a stronger ; and although I feel no inclination to refuse 
the assistance of the King’s troops when it is necessary, I think that that 

2 D 2 
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necessity should be clearly made out ; and that when it is to be attributed 
to the deficiency of system in the Spanish government and officers, they 
should be made to feel this deficiency upon every occasion on i/vhich they 
require our assistance. We went to Cadiz to be auxiliaries in the garrison ; 
and the King’s troops were placed under the orders of the Govenior, on 
the positive conditions which were agreed to, and have never been altered. 
One of these was, that our troops should not go beyond the harbour. 
We are now obliged to occupy Tarifa with part of the garrison of Cadiz. 
We take the field with Gen. Ballesteros upon no known plan, and with no 
defined object ; and then when Gen. Ballesteros and all retire upon the 
enemy advancing, I am told that they have retired, because Gen. Hill, 
who had accomplished the object of his expedition, had returned to his 
cantonments. I knew nothing of Gen. Ballesteros’ plans or objects ; and 
Gen. Hill’s expedition could have nothing to do with Gen. Ballesteros. 
Since Gen. Hill’s expedition, and his return to his cantonment**, the 
enemy’s force in Estremadura have been much increased, instead of being 
dirninislied. Gen. Hill, however, did not return because he was pressed 
by the enemy, but because lie began bis operation with a defined object ; 
which object he accomplished ; and as usual, in Spain, be began to feel 
distress for want of provisions ; and if he bad stayed, and the enemy had 
been reinforced, he might have been distressed in bis retreat. 

But we arc not only called upon to occupy Tarifa, but Cartbagena. Is 
it not proper to make the Spanish government, and the nation, and the 
world feel the shameful neglect of that place of which they have been 
guilty ? If 1000 men are wanting for Cartbagena, is it proper that our 
garrison of Cadiz should he called upon to supply them ? If new foriifi' 
cations are wanting, ought we to defray the expense of constructing them 
Tliese are tlie questions which occur every day in all our concerns with 
these nations of the Peninsula ; and 1 can only say, that if we are induced, 
by a sense of our own interest in maintaining the content, to give them 
this extraordinary assistance, we ought to make them feel it as a favor, 
and we ought to represent to them the disgraceful neglect of which they 
are guilty, in coming upon us at this late period for assistance to garrison 
and fortify Cartbagena. 

I write to Gen. Cooke to desire, that if you should require it, he will send 
1000 men to Cartbagena, detaining at Cadiz the regiment ‘dc Watteville.’ 
I particularly request, however, that these men may not be sent to Cartlia- 
gena unless the Spanish government should request this assistance as a 
favor, and that all the conditions which I made with the late Regency 
before I allowed the troops to land at Cadiz, are consented to in respect 
to the garrison of Cartbagena. I besides require, that our troops at Car- 
thagena should occupy the fort (the name of which I don’t know) which 
is situated on the height which commands the harbour. 1 write upon these 
points to Major Gen. Cooke. 

I have ordered 4 casks, containing 24 dozens of claret, round to Cadiz 
fgr you. 

I had written to England at the request of Gen. Castanos, to desire that 
endeavors might be made to have the Marquei^de Cruz exchanged. 
But as he is in Buonaparte’s clutches, I don’t thinic there is any oh^ce 
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of saccess. Between ourselves, I think the Prince d’Aremberg, being a 
member of the Confederation of the Khinc, and married to Mad“*- Tascher, 
the intended of Ferdinand VII., is too great a card to give up for the 
Marques de Cruz. 

I will take care that Gen. Doyle’s recruits shall march through Por- 
tugal by a convenient route, and shall be well provisioned on their inarch, 
whenever there are any to march. But having spoken to Gen. Castailos 
and Gen. Giron on this subject, they tell me, that since the embarkation 
of troops for America, the people of Estremadura and Castille have be- 
come more unwilling to enlist us soldiers, and particularly unwilling to 
go to Cadiz. 

P.S. 1 have reports this day from Badajoz and from Salamanca, that 
Suchet had retired from V alencia. If this is true, it may not be necessary 
that we should occupy Carthagena. However, I hope that the Spanish 
government will not any longer neglect that place; and if they will attend 
to it, and ask as a favor that our troops should be allowed to go there, 

1 have no objection to sending there 1000 men. 

1 have omitted to recommend to you to suggest to the Admiral to 
employ some of his craft with the Spanish craft at Cadiz, to observe San 
Lucar, and any other point at which the* Vrench can communicate with 
the coast of Barhary, to prevent the import of jirovi&ions. It is really 
most important to make their armies feel the distress which tliey make 
the rest of the world feel. 

To tlio Earl of Liverpwjl. Freneda, 12th Dec. 1811. 

I addressed your Lordship on the 30th Oct., and begged you to request 
the jiennission of H.R. II. the J’rince Regent, for Brig (Jen. Wilson, of 
the Portuguese service, to accept the lionor of Commander of the Order 
of the I'ower and Sword, conferred upon him by the Prince Regent of 
Portugal. 

The permission of His Royal Highness has since ap])eared in the 
‘ London GaztiUt ’ of the 26th Oct., for Sir R. Wilson to accept tlie 
Order of tlie 'J^ower and Sword ; and tlie Secretary of the Local govern- 
ment of Portugal has written to me a letter, of wliich J enclose the ccjpy 
and copies of its enclosures, expressing the opinion of tlie government 
that some mistake had been made. I likewise enclose the draft of my 
answer, which 1 had written before I had adverted to the date of tlie 
‘ London Gazette* which was four days previous to the date of my letter 
to your Lordship regarding the honor conferred upon Brig. Gen. Wilson. 

I entertain no doubt now, that the British government had received 
intimation of the honors conferred upon II is Majesty’s subjects by the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, through some channel besides myself ; and it 
is possible that the Prince Regent of Portugal may have intended to confer 
the Order of the Tower and Sword upon Sir R. Wilson as well as upon 
Brig. Gen. Wilson. 

But there is no doubt whatever, that the person referred to by His Royal 
Highness in his letters to this country, is Brig. Gen. Wilson (Lieut. Colonel 
of the Royal York Rangers), and 1 shall be very much obliged to your 
Lordship if you will obtain the permission of H. R. H. the Prince Regent 
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that he may accept this honor ; and if you will have the mistake in the 
* London Gazette ’ of the 26th Oct. rectified, if the order has not likewise 
been conferred on Sir R. Wilson. 

To the Earl of Li verjxiol. Fieneda, 12th Dec. 181 1. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter, and its enclosures, which I have 
received from Lieut. Gen. Graham, regarding the grant of medals to 
Lieut. Col. Ponsonby, Lieut. Col. Jackson, Lieut. Col. Acheson, Major 
Busche, and Major Hope. These officers arc so highly meritorious, and 
llieir conduct has been so conspicuously good, that 1 beg leave to recom- 
mend them to your Lordship’s consideration. 

To the Karl of Liveipool. Freneda, 12ih Dec. 1811. 

When the enemy retired from the neighbourhood of Gibraltar and 
Tarifd, as reported in my dispatch of the 13th ult., 1 concluded that Col. 
Skerrett’s detachment would return to Cadiz, and I directed that, according 
to your Lordsliip's orders, the regiment ‘ dc Watteville’ should be sent to 
Ireland. But Col. Skerrett having still continued detached from Cadiz, 
as your Lordship will have seen, the regiment ‘de Watteville* is still at 
that place. 

I have now the honor to enclose the extract of a letter from Mr. Wel- 
lesley regarding the expediency of occupying Carthagena with a detach- 
ment of British troops, to which I have an«.wered, that should the Spanish 
government request as a favor that a British detachment should be sent to 
Carthagena, I would consent to send a detachment 

Accordingly, 1 have directed Majoi Gen. Cooke to send there, if re- 
quired by Mr. Wellesley, the battalion of foreign detachments, or 5 com- 
panies of the regiment ‘dc Watteville,’ and the 2d halt. 67th regt, and a 
company of artillery, and officers of engineers, to rej)ort the state of the 
phice, in order to enable His Majest}’s government to decide whether they 
will keej) the detachment tlicre or not. 1 enclose the copy of a letter 
which I liave written to Major Gen. Cooke upon this subject \ and I beg 
to have your Lordship’s orders regarding this detachment as soon as may 
be convenient. 

1 should not have sent the troops to Carthagena, only that I have 
reason to believe, that before this time the disorder, which has prevailed 
there, has disappeared. Before the next summer, we shall have oppor- 
tunities of ascertaining its exact nature ; and whether it will be possible 
to prevent its return, or to mitigate or to guard against its effects by 
precautions. It will be in the power of His Majesty’s government to 
withdraw the troops, if they should think proper, before the return of 
the season in which they would be liable to this sickness ; and in the 
mean time the troops may save this important place for the allies. 

To^be Earl of Liverpool. Freiieda, 12th Dec. 1811. 

The enemy have made no movement of importance in this quarter 
since I addressed you on the 4th inst. I have received reports, that in 
the beginning of the month. Marshal Marmont had Collected some of his 
troops at Navalmoral : but if these reports are correct, 1 believe he did 
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80 only because he heard that our cantonments had been closed up in 
the end of last month. Marmont’s head quarters are again at Talavera 
de la Reyna. I understand that the troops at Plasencia are suffering from 
want ; hut it is the common practice of the French Generals to collect 
in store a quantity of provisions to answer for a sudden movement, 
while the troops are. left to provide for themselves as they can ; and it 
frequently happens that, as in this case, the troops are suffering from want, 
while I know that there are considerable quantities of provisions in store. 

I have received accounts from Cadiz to the 30th Nov. Gen. Balles- 
teros had been obliged again to retire under the protection of the guns of 
Gibraltar ; and Col. Skerrett had retired to Tarifa. It appears that the 
enemy h.ive brought some troops from Granads to act upon Gen. Balles- 
teros, as well as the division under Gen. Semel(‘, belonging to the Ist corps. 

The official accounts from Valencia come down as far as the 20th Nov. 
The enemy had not at that period made any progress in their attack upon 
Gen. Blake’s position in front of the town. The chiefs of guerrillas, 
Duran, El Empecinado, and Espoz y Mina, had been very active and 
successful in their operations against the enemy. It appears by the 
accounts which I have received from the latter, which are confirmed by 
the enemy’s correspondence which has been intercepted, that he had 
beaten a force sent against him, consisting of 1100 men of the garrison 
of Zaragoza, on the 17th Oct., and had taken 650 prisoners, and that 
only 3 men of the enemy had escaped. The prisoners have arrived at 
Coruna. 

It is generally reported, that in consequence of the successes of the 
guerrillas. Marshal Suchet had been obliged to retire from Valencia, 
after blowing up the castle of Saguntum. This report has come by so 
many different channels, from different quarters, that 1 hope it is founded 
in fact. 

To Capt. Fn'iicda, 14th Dec. 1811. 

1 sent you by your messenger, on the — of last month, 50 dollars, 
an ass, and baskets, according to your desire, and I gave him 10 dollars 
for his trouble. I will with pleasure make you the monthly allowance 
which you desire, and will pay it in such manner as you may point out ; 
and I beg you to send me intelligence of all that passes that comes to 
your knowledge. It would be particularly desirable to receive it from 
the head quarters of the French army. You will continue to employ the 
old messenger till you can get a better. If I were to send you one, he 
might be discovered, and the consequences might be fatal to you. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Frencda, 14th Dec. 1811. 

I enclose a correspondence which I have had with Mr. Stuart, regarding 
the conduct of the Spanish minister at Lisbon, upon which I request you 
to have a conference with Don E. de Bardaxi. 

1 beg you to tell Don E. de Bardaxi at the same time, that if the Spanish 
mission at Lisbon will promise to discontinue the purchase of arms there, 
and will let me know the names of the agents they employ there for that 
purpose, if they should be English or Portuguese, 1 will give them twice 
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08 many arms and sets of accoutrements as they can estimate they will 
purchase in any named time. 

Return the enclosures, as I have no copies of them. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 14th Dec. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th inst. 

As long as the person at the head of the Spanish mission at Lisbon was 
one of a conciliatory disposition, it was desirable that all the questions 
which could arise between the British and Spanish nations at Lisbon 
should be settled by amicable discussion between the ministers of the 
two Courts, without reference to the Portuguese government, in order to 
avoid tlie irritiition which always attends discussions between a Portu- 
guese and a Spanish agent. But I believe it is quite unusual to settle 
diplomatic matters in that manner. The British minister at the Court of 
Lisbon has to conduct the business of his government only with that to 
which he is deputed, atid if he lias any complaint to make of tlie Spanish 
minister, or of the conduct of any Spanish subject at Lisbon, he should 
make it to the Portuguese government, with whom it would rest by their 
interference with the Spanish minister to give redress on the matter com- 
plained of. I recommend this mode of transacting business to your 
attention in future, so long as the Chevalier de Salmon shall be the 
Spanisli ChargtS d’Affaires. Accordingly, I rci^ucst you to draw the atten- 
tion of the Portuguese government to the purcliaso of arms and accou- 
trements by the Spanish Charge d’ Affaires at Lisbon. I have reason to 
believe that the purchases from British soldiers are not very numerous, 
hut each of them is very inconvenient, as it must be attended by the 
punishment of the soldier who sells his arras ; and 1 would prefer to give 
the Spanish Chargtf d’ Affaires 2 new stands of arms and sets of accoutre- 
ments for each one that lie could expect to purchase by continuing this 
practice, rather than it should continue. 1 have written to Mr. Wellesley 
on this subject, and have desired him to make this offer to the Spanish 
government, to induce them to order that it may be discontinued. 

Tlie Portuguese government are particularly interested in effectually- 
putting an end to the purchase of arms at Lisbon, as it is positively a 
fact that no Portuguese soldier ever goes into hospital without selling his 
arms and accoutrements. If there were no purchasers for these articles, 
this practice would be necessarily discontinued, to the great advantage of 
the service. 

In regard to the particular point of difference with the Chevalier de 
Salmon on the present occasion, I have communicated with Gen. Castaiios, 
who knows that it is the common practice of all armies, that when a 
soldier, unknmDfiy has committed an outrage, whole regiments are paraded 
to enable the person making the complaint to point out the person against 
whom he complains. It is so common a practice, and so much a matter 
of course in this army, that 1 am seldom called upon to interfere ; but 
the Commanding officers parade their men on the first requisition. In a 
very recent instance, some soldiers having committed an outrage in their 
shirts and trousers, a whole brigade were paraded, jdressed in a similar 
manner, to enable those complaining to know and point out those who 
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injured them. Gen. Castahos is so convinced that this is the practice, 
that he has sent orders to the officer commanding the detachments of 
Spanish troops at Lisbon, to show to the serjeant of the ‘ Chasseurs Bri- 
tanniques ’ the men of his detachment, in order that he may point out the 
soldier from whom he received his wound. 

According to the mode of doing business, which I recommend to you 
in the commencement of this letter, in relation to the Spanish mission at 
Lisbon, it will be necessary in future that, when Major Gen. Peacocke 
has any reason to complain of any of the Spanish troops, he should make 
his complaint to Gen. de Noronha, who will give such orders upon the 
subject as he may think proper, as he is the General commanding the 
troops at Lisbon. 

If the matter is of that description that the interference of the govern- 
ment is necessary, it will then of course be Gen. Pcacocke’s duty to lay 
the subject before you, to be communicated to the Portuguese govern- 
ment. 

I would recommend, however, to Gen. l^eacocke, to confine his com- 
plaints on these subjects to a mere statement of facts. Reflections don't 
add to the force of facts, at the same time that tlicy occasion and increase 
irritation between officers of allied nations, who ought to be friends. 


To J. Hissett, Esq., Commissary Gciicrai. Frnieda, ICtli Dec. IRIl, 10 a.u. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me have the state 
of the supplies, with the several divisions of infantry, brigades of artillery, 
and regiments of cavalry, to the latest period to which each can be 
made up. 

As Gen. Graham is always liable to be called away from the 1st divi- 

(]J, Q, Frened.!. liitli Dec Ifill. 

« • « Hf # 

Tlie claims sent to the Military Sccretaiy will he referred to this Boaid for llu-ir coi.si- 
deiatioii and decision, 

2. Major Gen. l.ie Maichant and any two of the oflicers above nuiiied may cotifctitnle the 
Board. 

3. The pi'inciples on which such claims me to be considered and decided, areas follow : 
No claim for a loss can be allowed which has ticeii occasioned by a disobedience of 
orders, or by neglect, or omission in the party claiming for the loss, or his servant or bat man. 
No claim can be allowed for a loss sustained by the ordinary occurrences of the service, 
such os deaths of horses or mules <d' fatigue nccohimiLd by the ordinary marches of the 
army, the loss of accoutrements and necessaries in hospital, or by the breaking down of 
carts, fatigue of oxen, &c. &c. 

4. As the principle on which the compensation for losses by the public is founded, is that 
the claimant may replace bis loss, and the public may not lose nis services, claims for 
losses on belialf of officers or soldiers who are flead cannot be admitted. 

5. As the officers of the army have been restricted in the amount of their baggage by dif- 
ferent orders, by the late and by the present Commander of the Foires, it would he 
inconsistent with every principle on which compensation for losses is granted, and with the 
practice of former Boards of Claims, if the full amount of the whole of an officer's bag- 
gage, as allowed by His Maje^sty's regulations, was granted to replace the baggage allowed 
to be carried, or actually carried, by any officer on the service in Spain or Portugal. 

6. The value of the whole, and of the different nroportions of officers' baggage lost, is to 
be rated at two thirds of the sum allowed by His Majesty's regulations. 

7. The claims for regimental baggage, accoutrements, and horse appointments lost, are 
likewise to be considered and decided upon by the Board upon the same principle. 

8. But it is to be observed that cloffiing, accoutrements, and horse appointments lost, 

can be paid for according to tlie practice of the service, only when they shall be replaced 
by new, and then only three fourths of the price. * 
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sion, it would be desirable that he should have attached to him a commis- 
sariat establishment, with mules, &c., for the use of the General and his 
Staff, with bread, &c., and com for their horses. The mules might be 
taken from that brigade of the 1st division, with which the General has 
been estimated for hitherto. It does not appear that there would be any 
necessity that the person with Gen. Graham should have bullocks attached 
to him, as he can always get meat from any division with which he 
may be. 

To J. BiBsett, Esq., Commissary General. Frenedo, 17th Dec. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose an extract * of a letter from the Sec. of 
State, pointing out the deficiency of the crops of com for the consump- 
tion of the people of Great Britain in the current year, to which I request 
you to advert in reference to the demands for supplies of com for the 
army. 

Adverting to the length of time which was likely to elapse before 
the army would receive from England those supplies which would be 
procured there, after the demand for them should be made from hence, 
Mr. Kennedy and I had tagreed that there ought to be in store in Por- 
tugal, at all times, a suj)ply for the consumption of the army for 3 months. 
But as it now appears that we can’t expect to procure corn from England, 
1 recommend that you should have in store a supply of bread, corn, and 
forage for G months, and of the other articles which can be procured from 
England, for the period formerly determined on. 

It would be desirable to have inquiries made, whether oats could not be 
procured at a cheap rate in Ireland. If they should be procured there, 
however, it is desirable that they should be shipped in bags, and not in 

* The Earl of Liverpool to Vise. Wellington. Loudon, Slst Nov. 1811. 

1 am Borry to be under the iifcossity of mfoiroiiig you that, owing to a blight in the 
month of June, the crojw of wlwat and of barley (especially that of the wheat) aie now 
ascertained to he very far below an average crop. You aie ])robahly aware that in an 
abundant year we cannot do nun e t ban feed ourselves; but upon the occasion of former 
fcarcities, we have liad the resource ul im{K)rtatioii trnm othei countries, ])arti('ular]y from 
those bordering on the Baltic, in the actual situation of Kurojie, it is doubtful how far 
this resource will be available at all, piubably nut to any great extent; and even if avail- 
able, the corn will be to be purchased by some ex]K)rtation of specie, which, in other views 
of the subject, will he greatly inconvenient to us, under the inesent circumstances. 1 have 
thouglit it right that you should lie a})])rised of this state of our affairs at home. 

You will perceive by this statement, how little you can depend upon any supply of com 
from this country. 1 have desiied that inquiry may be made as to the quantity of rice in 
hand, and may ]X'rha{)s he able to send a supply of this article, tliough not to a very large 
extent, but your chief deiiendence must be u|K)n America, the Barbary Powers, and the 
Mediterranean ; and I strongly recommend tliat no time should be lost in making the neces- 
sary arrangements fora supply from these quaiters. 

1 am aware of the inconvenience that must oiise from the ex]x)rtation of specie to meet 
these demands. But the only remedy which occurs as applicable to this evil, is on en- 
deavor to make the purchases by British manufactures instead of by coin. And if this 
could be accomplished, a double advantage might be ^gained. Notwithstanding the pro- 
hihitiuii of the Americans, there are some articles of this country which must have become 
really matters of necessity to them, and which they must he desirous therefore of procuring at 
some risk. It is to be hoped, likewise, and theie is some reason to believe, tliat tlie glut of 
British AiaimfactuTes which has exist^ in South America for 2 or 3 yeais, owing to the 
over trading of our merchants, is in a great measure at an end ; that Uiere may be expected, 
therefore, a demand to a limit^ extent, from that quarter ; and that the advantage of a trad- 
ing voyage may therefore prove a strong inducement to the Ameiicans to bring their 
sup^ilius to Spain and Portugal, as on the export of their raw produce their own iuteriial 
prosperity and resources essenti^ly depend. 
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bulk, as is usually practised. If the latter mode of shipping them be 
adopted, they generdly heat in the holds of tlie ships ; and if the oats 
should be thus damaged, upon being landed, they would do the horses but 
little good. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, I7t1i Dec. 1611, 10 a.k. 

I concur with you that the report on the 39th is satisfactory, and that 
you should move the 2d halt, to the cantonments of the Ist, preparatory 
to the transfer of the drafts on the 25th inst., for which I shall give orders. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, I7th Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 9th inst. 

The establishment of a telegraph communication from the mouth of the 
Guadiana to Elvas might be very convenient under certain circumstances ; 
but, on the other hand, as the line must be carried along the frontier, it 
would not be difficult for the enemy to intercept it. Under these circum- 
stances T am unwilling to recommend to the Portuguese government to 
incur an expense to provide for a possible convenience, with the amount 
of which I am entirely unacquainted. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me know if you 
have any notion what the expense of this line of telegraphs will be. 

To His Excellency C. .Stuart Freneda, 17tli Dec. 1811. 

1 liavo received your letter of the 1 2th, and 1 recommend to you to 
renew yoiii measures in America, so far ns to send there bills for i?400,000, 
to he laid out in purchases of corn ; to adopt those which you propose for 
the purchase of rice lo the amount of £200,000 in the northern provinces 
of Brazil ; and further, to make an effort to get grain from the coast of 
Africa. 

This grain must be paid for in bills upon England, if possible. If wc 
can’t get it for hills, we must endeavor to send money ; but 1 can’t enter 
into the detail of sending colonial goods or merchandise to pay for com. 
The merchants of England will of course send colonial goods and mer- 
chandise where they can sell it with advantage, and they will do what they 
will think most advantageous with the money. Wc have no colonial 
goods to send to barter for corn, nor would it be expedient to have a store 
of them at Lisbon, with a view to such a traffic. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 17tli Dec. 1811. 

Adverting to the enclosures in your letter of the 11th, 1 observe that 
the sum for the military chest is about 5430 conUiS during the year, or 
about 400 cfnitos a montli, or about 1,000,000 cruzados. I very much 
fear that that will not be sufficient for the expenses. 

1 beg to observe that the demand of our Commissariat for supplies to 
the Portuguese troops comes to about £50,000 every month, and I have 
before me at this moment a demand for supplies for the Portuguese 
army for one month, amounting to £90,000: the two together make 
£140,000. To this sum must be added, as regular demands, pay and 
supplies to the regiments at Cadiz. The monthly amount of the subsidy. 
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at £2,000,000 a year, would be £166,000 ; so that you see tliat we could 
not pay in money, with propriety, more than £20,000 to £25,000 in any 
one month. 

It is really necessary and desirable that you, and Beresford, and Dom 
M. Forjaz, should examine with minuteness every part of the estimate of 
the military expenditure, and see what can, with propriety, be struck off. 
There is a vast sum spent in the north for no reason whatever. I think 
also that it would be very desirable that Beresford and Dom M. Forjaz 
should examine very particularly the demands for supplies on our Com- 
missariat. We feed the whole army, excepting 2 brigades here, and 
2 brigades and one brigade of cavalry in the Alentejo; yet they have 
demanded com and flour for bread, besides rice in lieu of bread, suffi- 
cient for above 70,000 men, for one month’s consumption ! Where have 
they 70,000 men? They have besides demanded .57,600 lbs. of salt 
pork, and a sufficient quantity of corn to supply 7000 horses for a month, 
although I believe they have not 700 horses fit fur service in the world! 

This must be either a joke or a mistake, or else I suspect that the 
Principal calls upon the Commissariat for supplies for his agricultural 
schemes ; but it will not answer to have these supplies taken out of tlie 
military chest. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 18lh Dec. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which Gen. Castanos 
has sent to me by Gen. Alava, in which the Spanish minister at War has 
suggested that you should make some movement to draw the enemy’s 
attention from (ren. Ballesteros, and from Tarifa. 

As far as I am able to judge of the enemy’s position in Estremadura, 
they have no troops belonging to the 5lh corps between the Guadiana 
and the Tagus. Drouet’s licad quarters are, 1 believe, at Alinendralejo, 
and it ib probable that a considerable body of the corps arc near tliat 
place. Ther^ appears to be a brigade in and about Zafra, and I imagine 
that some of the troops are at La Serena. Theic appears to me no mili- 
tary difficulty in your advancing to Merida, excepting the want of sub- 
sistence. 

I’iie garrison of Badajoz, although, 1 believe, of the same strength as it 
has been for the last 6 months, is not so well composed, being principally 
German troops. It must be observed, however, that the French battalions 


G O. Freneda, ISih Dec. 1811. 

7. The Commdiider of the Forces liega that the soldiers of the regiments of the 1st, 3d, 
4th, and Light divisions, and Bug. Gen. Pack's brigade, may be employed m making 
fascines and gabions and pickets of the following dimensions : 

2. Fasc ines of 1 foot thick and G feet in length. 

3. Gabions 3 feet in height by 2 feet 3 inches diameter, of the same numbers that there 
will be of the fascines. 

4. Twice as many pickets as there will be fascines, 3 feet 6 inches long. 

3. These articles wnen made are to be kept at the bead quarteis oi* the several regiments ; 
an officer of engineers will be sent round to inspect them, and will pay those who shall 
have^ade them, for the larger fascines 2 viiitems each, for the gabions 4 vintemi each, 
and for the pickets lialf a vintem each. . 

6. Lieut Col. Fletcher svill send with the engineer officer to the head quarters of each 
division a proportion of tools for the puipose of making fascines ana gabions, which will be 
distributed to the several regiments^ and will be returned when the work shall be finished. 
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which were in the garrisons have been added to Drouet*s army, and in- 
crease the force of the enemy in the field. Although the garrison of 
Badajoz is not so well composed as it was, it will still be necessary to 
observe the debouchd which the bridge of Badajoz affords, in case you 
should make a movement upon Merida. 

In your movement upon Merida, I would likewise beg to draw your 
attention to the position of the ^ Arm^e de Portugal^' on the north side of 
the Tagus. There are at least two divisions of that army within a short 
distance of the bridge of Almaraz ; and all the cavalry are cantoned be- 
tween Arzobispo and Guadalupe, on the left of that river. The principal 
difficulty, however, which occurs to me, in making a movement upon 
Merida, consists in the want of supplies. 1 believe there is still sufficient 
in tlie country to supply the troops under your command ; but the people 
in Spain will not give us those supplies without payment in ready money, 
notwithstanding that the French may come the next day to take them 
without any payment ; and it is impossible to procure money to pay on 
delivery the enormous sums required for every aitiele which the troops 
want. The march to Merida will increase your distance from your maga- 
zines to such a degree as to render the supply of the troops from them 
very difficult and precarious. 

Of these matters, however, you must be the best judge ; and if you 
should be of opinion that you can maintain your troops on the march to 
Merida, and during a reasonable period which it may be desirable that 
you should remain upon the Guadiana, in order to draw the attention of 
the enemy from Gen. Ballesteros, I should wish you to make this move- 
ment, adverting always to the bridges of Almaraz and Badajoz. 

Upon your arrival on the Guadiana, you will be able to judge for 
yourself, from the accounts you will receive of the state of the enemy’s 
force, whether it is in your power to strike a blow against Drouet ; and 
if you should think that you can strike this blow, you have my authority 
to make the attempt. Y ou will observe, however, from what I have above 
stated to you, particularly of the position of the division o/the ^ Annie de 
Pcyrtvgnl* that it will be necessary that you should make this attempt 
at an early period after your arrival on the Guadiana, if you are to make 
it at all 

To Don F. X. GasUfios. Frcncclo, 18th Dec. 1811. 

Gen. Alava has delivered to me the letter which the Sec. at War ad- 
dressed to your Excellency on the 4th inst., suggesting the expediency 
that Lieut. Gen. Hill should make a movement with his corps, to draw 
the attention of the enemy from Gen. Ballesteros, and from Tarifa. 
I beg leave to inform your Excellency that I have never received from 
any quarter any information regarding the objects or plans of Gen. Bal- 
lesteros’ operations, or the means which were afforded to him of effecting 
those objects, notwithstanding that it is obvious that it might be in my 
power to aid them in various ways. 

There exists no military reason whatever why Gen. Hill’s corps should 
not be between the Tagus and the Guadiana, and even upon the Guadiana, 
taking the military precaution of observing the dibouM of the bridge of 
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BadajoZy and the movements of the ^Armee de Portugal* by the bridges 
of Almaraz and Arzobispo, if the people of Estremadura would supply 
the troops with provisions. But your Excellency is aware that the people 
of Spain will not part with their supplies without payment in ready money 
of an enormous price for every article which the troops require, notwith- 
standing that experience has taught them that the British nation invari- 
ably pay their debts ; and that they know that those supplies, which they 
withhold from us with a certainty of payment, at some future and no 
remote period, will be forced from them by the French, without payment 
at all. 

It is obvious that, in the existing state of the world, and as long as the 
unfortunate dispute between Spain and her colonies continues, and no 
effort to reconcile them, it is impossible to procure specie to pay, upon 
receipt of the articles, for every thing the troops require. It must be 
equally obvious to your Excellency, that it is impossible for the British 
troo])8 to subsist from their own magazines at the increased distances 
which it is necessary that they should move from them, in order to render 
to tlie Spanisli nation tlie additional assistance which it is in their power 
to give them from time to time. 

Under these circumstances, I have ordered Gen. Hill to move forward 
upon Merida, if he should be of opinion that he can subsist his trooi)s 
during tliat movement, and during the reasonable time which it will be 
necessary that he should remain upon the Guadiana, in order to be of any 
use to Gen. Ballesteros. If he should find himself able to move upon 
Merida, he will cross the Guadiana or not, to attack Drouet, according to 
the information which he shall have of the numbers and position of his 
troops, and to his view of the chance of success. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. Q. Berkeley. Frenedi, 18lh Dec. 1811. 

Lieut. Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole, and Major Gen. Murray, are going 
to England, and are anxious to avail themselves of the safe opportunity 
of one of the troop ships, or a ship of war. Tlicy will be at Lisbon in the 
course of a week ; and if any ship should be going at about that time, I 
shall be very much obliged to you if you will aid them with your good 
offices with the Captain to obtain a passage. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fieneda, 16th Dec. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which has been sent to 
me by Gen. Castahos from the Spanish Minister at War, and the copy of 
my answer, and the copy of instructions which I have sent to Gen. Hill, 
to endeavor to divert the enemy’s attention from Gen. Ballesteros, and 
from Tarifa. 

I likewise enclose the copy of my dispatch to the Sec. of State of this 
date. 

To the Bari of liveipooL Freneda, 16th Dec. 1811. 

1 have not received any letters from Mr. Wellesley since the 30th of 
last month ; but Gen. Castanos, who is in this neighbourhood, has accounts 
from Cadiz to the 4th inst. . From these it appears th&t the guerrillas in 
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Aragon and Navarre, and Guadalaxara, Duran, Espoz y Mina, and El Em- 
pecinado, having co-operated in the blockade of Daroca, in Aragon, that 
place had fallen into their hands, with 2500 prisoners. I have not been 
made acquainted with the date of this event, but I believe it to be certain. 
Marshal Suchet, however, still persevered in his endeavors to obtain pos- 
session of Valencia, and I understand that on the 25th the enemy had 
opened their fire on some of the posts occupied by Gen. Blake’s army for 
the defence of the city. From these circumstances your Lordship will 
observe that the report communicated in my lost dispatch has no foundation 
in fact. 

The enemy continued in front of Gen. Ballesteros, who was still under 
the protection of the guns of Gibraltar. It is also reported that the 
enemy intended to attack Torifa. In consequence of the suggestion of 
the Spanish Minister at War, conveyed to me by Gen. Castanos, that Gen. 
Hill should make a movement with his corps, to draw the enemy’s atten- 
tion from Gen. Ballesteros and Tarifa, I have directed Gen. Hill to move 
upon Merida, if he should find that he can make this movement without 
distressing the troops for subsistence, while engaged in it, or during the 
time that it will be expedient that he should remain at Merida, in order 
to be of any service to Gen. Ballesteros. I have likewise authorised 
Lieut. Gen. Hill to attack Gen. Drouet, who commands the 5th corps, 
if upon his arrival at Merida he should find that he can do so with any 
prospect of success. 

The enemy have made no movement of any importance in front of this 
army, nor in the north. A few battalions and squadrons have passed the 
Tormes, and have collected at San Munoz, but I imagine it is with the 
intention of plundering the country. 

To tlic Earl of Liverpool. Frenala, 18tli Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter, marked private and confidential, of the 21st 
Nov., to which mine of the 4th Dec., regarding the expected fall of Va- 
lencia, may be deemed in some degree an answer. 

I am sorry to say that, notwithstanding what I told you in my last 
dispatch, 1 much fear that Valencia will fall ; the guerrillas have done 
wonders to save tliat place, and if Blake had conducted his operations with 
os much prudence as they have theirs with skill, and if he had opposed the 
enemy with solid strength in front, while the guerrillas were cutting off 
their communication with the rear, Suchet must in the end have retired ; 
and the expedition into Valencia, which, next to the expedition into Por- 
tugal, is the most important that the enemy could undertake, would have 
had a termination proportionally disastrous to them ; as it is, 1 fear that 
Suchet will persevere, and that his perseverance will be crowned with 
success. In this case, the successes of the guerrillas will have produced 
no effect, excepting in the numbers of the enemy they have killed and 
taken. My letter of the 4th will have informed your Lordship of the 
effect of the fall of Valencia, and my view of our situation. 

Ever since September we have continued to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo 
as far as was practicable, and the place has received nothing from the 
country, excepting by the convoy which entered on the 1st Nov., when 
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the Agueda had filled : the consequence is, that the garrison are very ill 
provided with some necessary articles, and others will be expended by the 
20th Feb. ; at tliat time the garrison will have neither bread nor meat, 
80 that you may see that this line convoy brought but little more than 4 
months’ provisions for the garrison, and the army which escorted the pro- 
visions took about 120,000 rations, being 2 days’ supply for themselves, 
or 2 months for tlie garrison, when they passed by on tlicir return from 
the expedition to El Bodon, which reduced the stock in the garrison 
to what I have above stated. It has been quite impossible for us to do 
any thing else than blockade Ciudad Rodrigo, as we have since Sep- 
tember. Ist; The army have not till lately been in a state of health to 
make any forward movement, even for a limited object. 2dly ; If the 
troops had been in health, we have always been so cramped for the want 
of provisions, atid the Spaniards are so unwilling to furnish any, excepting 
for ready money payments, notwithstanding that tliey know that the French 
will take for nothing all that tliey can find, that it has been with difficulty 
I have been able to keep the troops in the situation in which tliey now' arc, 
and above half the army are behind. Being obliged then to kecji the 
troops stationary, and at certain distances from their magazines, I preferred 
to remain on this frontier to returning to Estremadura, after the month of 
September. The country on this frontier is the most healthy during tlw* 
season which has elapsed ; by continuing on this frontier, 1 have protected 
Abadia’s arrangements, as the enemy did not and could not know that, 
even if they had not been on the Tormes, I should have experienced great 
difficulty in getting to Salamanca, nor did they know how sickly our troops 
were till they learnt it from the English newspa])ers. Lastly; By conti- 
nuing on this frontier I was enabled to re-establish Almeida as a military 
post, and to perform other works, and make other arrangements, which 
will facilitate and render less expensive our communications in the com- 
mencement of the year. 

As Almeida is becoming a place of security, I have brought up there 
our battering train ; and in order to prevent the enemy from turning to- 
wards Valencia, I have directed materials for a siege to be prepared, and I 
propose to lay down our bridge upon the Agueda. I am also making 
every effort to get up the stores of our train to Almeida, and if I can suc- 
ceed, I shall be in a situation to attack Ciudad Rodrigo on any day I jdcase, 
without risk or inconvenience ; and if the weather should permit, 1 will 
attack the place before its stock of provisions he consumed. 

Whether I can take Ciudad Rodrigo or not, I think it will be expedient 
to remove our operations to the southward by the end of February or early 
in March. Our army will by that time be very healthy, and in strength. 
That is the season in which it will be most practicable for us to carry on 
our operations on tlie frontier of Estremadura, and in the southern coun- 
tries, both on account of the plenty of forage for our horses, and of the 
wholesomeness of "the climate ; and I think it possible that if I can bring 
the whole army together on one point, the enemy will not be able to pre- 
vent me from getting possession of Badajoz. At that time also, I expect 
that I shall not only have Almeida in security as a Ailitary post on this 
frontier, but that Don Carlos de Espaua’s Spanish division will be formed 
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and equipped, and that Abadia will be able to stand alone while I shall 
leave him. 

These are my present notions, of which your Lordship will make what 
use you please ; but I acknowledge that 1 should prefer that they were not 
even hinted to the public, not only because they will not bear disappoint- 
ment, but because they cannot go before our public in any shape, without 
at the same time getting to the knowledge of Buonaparte and his officers. 

I enclose the last weekly and daily states. I have to apologise to your . 
Lordship for addressing you upon this paper, but 1 have no other. 

P.S. I am very much obliged to your Lordship for your kindness to 
my little boy. 

To J. Binett, Rsq., Gommiisary General. Freneda, 19th Dec. 1811, 5 p m. 

1 find that tliere are at Villa da Ponte 1058 barrels and 200 boxes of 
gun|K)wder, which might be brought up to Almeida by 630 mules ; and 
we shall want, besides, 686 barrels of gunpowder for our magazine at 
Lamego, which can be carried by 343 mules. Total required, 9^3 mules, 
to move up our powder. I don’t exactly recollect how many mules there 
are with the reserve ammunition, but excepting the one sixth to go to 
the magazine to fetch corn for them, I should wish that as far as this 
number were sent to bring up this powder. If there should not be 
enough attached to the reserve ammunition, those attached to the ammu- 
nition with the cavalry and the 5th and 6th divisions shall be sent to assist, 
with the exception of the one sixth, to carry their corn to them from the 
magazines. 

I have other plans in contemplation for the removal of our shot, so 
as to relieve you entirely from the weight of the removal of the stores of 
the tram. 


Ilie A.G. to Br^. Gen, B Oaufwrd^ L^}d divtston. 19(h Dec. 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces is much concerned to learn from your letter of 
die 17th inst., that any of the troops under your command should have deseited 
to the enemy, and that you attribute this desertion to the rea/ distress llie men 
are suffering from want of clothing, great coats and blankets, and to their being 
frequently very badly fed. 

it appears to his Excellency difficult to account for the descition of the soldiers 
of the British army, which has been very large at different periods ; but when the 
Commander of the Forces can apply a remedy, he will not allow that any soldier 
of this army, whether it be or not the cause of desertion, shall continue to suffer 
real distress ; and, therefore, after having inspected the British regiments under 
your command, as his Excellency intends, to-morrow morning, he proposes to 
send them to the rear. 

The Commander of the Forces directs that the regiments on this side of the 
Agueda may be under arms to-morrow morning, between Guinaldo and £1 Bodon, 
at 11 o’clock; and if it should be possible, without inconvenience to the troops, 
his Excellency would wish to see those on the other side of the Agueda at the 
same time and place. If, however, it should be inconvenient for uie troops on 
the right of the A^da to be at the place appointed, his Excellency will go over 
another day for this purpose. 

To Don F. X. CoitafSos. Freneda, 20di Dec. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 19th, 
and I am much obliged to you fur having entered into a consideration of 
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that which I had the honor of addreasing you on the ISth, as it is probable 
that your Excellency’s sentiments will attract the attention of the ministers 
of both the allied governments. 

There is nothing, however, so desirable, as that the exact state of the 
facts should be ascertained, particularly on a point so important as the 
means of subsistence of an army ; and there is no point to which it is 
so desirable that the government and legislature of your country should 
turn their attention, and on which they should have authentic in- 
formation. For this reason principally I trouble you with an answer to 
your letter. 

When 1 stated to your Excellency, in my former letter of the 18th, 
that experience ought to have shown the people of Estremadura that the 
British nation always pay their debts, 1 referred to the transactions of 
the army which was under my command in that province in 1809. 1 
acknowledge that it did not occur to me that the British troops under 
Marshal Beresford had left any debts unpaid in that province in the spring 
of 1811. 

There may, however, be some without my knowledge, into which 
circumstance I will inquire, and 1 will let your Excellency know the 
result. If there are any, your Excellency may depend upon it that they 
will be paid in their turn. But whether there are debts of tlie British 
army in Estremadura or not since last spring, the necessity that the allied 
governments should know the truth, renders it expedient that the people 
should not be flattered on this occasion ; and 1 declare that the province 
of Estremadura did not give to the army under Marshal Sir W. C. 
Beresford adequate supplies, or supplies at all in proportion to their 
means. I know that the army which fought the battle of Albuera were 
in the greatest distress on the 1 6th, llth, and 18th May, for want of 
provisions ; and the Capt. Gen. Blake, in a conference which 1 had with 
him at Albuera, declared to me that the troops under his command had 
been very ill supplied from the time he had arrived in the province. 1 
arrived at Elvas and took the command of the army on the 19th May, 
and 1 know that the British army were supplied, from that time to the 
I'lth June, almost every day, with bread and com brought from the 
Tagus. I also know that when Gen. Blake crossed the Guadiana, he was 
so distressed for provisions as to be obliged to request me to supply him 
on the day he should arrive at Jurumenha, which 1 was obliged to refuse. 
And yet it is well known that an army of 60,000 French troops, with 
about 7000 cavalry, found subsistence for a month in that province, after 
the allies had retired from it. , 

I likewise recollect that when means of transport were required from 
the province of- Estremadura for the siege of Badajoz, the supply was 
trifling, in comparison with the demand and want ; and infinitely so in 
comparison with the means of the province, and in comparison wi^ what 
was procured from the Alentejo. The same want%<of transport was felt 
when the wounded were to be removed from AlbueAu 1 don’t mention 
these circumstances as matters of complaint, but in order to make known 
the truth, and that the Spanish government and legislature may turn their 
attention to the subject, and may apply a remedy. 
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I am entirely convinced that there is no want of goodwill in the 
people; but they have no faith in our promise of payment for their 
property, or in their own government, and they prefer to trust to the 
hopeless chance of being able to preserve their property from tlie enemy, 
to giving it to the Spanish army or to the British army, on promises of pay- 
ment, by which they might enable both to render the most essential service 
to their country ; and at all events they would place resources out of the 
reach of the enemy. It is very desirable that the government and the 
legislature should turn their serious attention to this important subject. 

I am likewise very much obliged to your Excellency for your obser- 
vations on the proposed operations of Lieut. Gen. Hill. The corps under 
the command of this officer has been moved forward solely at the sug- 
gestion of the Minister at War, to divert the attention of the enemy 
from Gen. Ballesteros ; and it remains to be seen for what object it is 
desirable that Gen. Ballesteros sliould be enabled to remain where he is. 

I admit that the object which you suppose from the statements in the 
newspapers, for the operations of Gen. Ballesteros, is one very desirable 
in every point of view ; and the question is, whether he has a force at 
all equal to attain it, in whatever d»!gree the enemy’s attention may be 
diverted from him ; and if he has not, whether the force under his com- 
mand ought not to be employed elsewhere. I can give no opinion, 
however, upon these points, as 1 have no information either of his force 
or of his plans. I agree with your Excellency in thinking that the only 
danger which Gen. Hill can apprehend, is on the side of the bridges on 
the Tagus, and 1 have instructed Gen. Hill accordingly; but 1 can’t 
pretend to guard Gen. Hill from that danger sufficiently to recommend to 
your Excellency to detach Gen. Morillo into La Mancha. 

I could guard Gen. Hill from an attack from the Tagus only, by my 
moving forward in the valley of the Alagon and Tietar, or by a similar 
movement into Castille. Both these movements are impossible under 
existing circumstances. All that 1 can do is to maintain my army in 
the situation which it now occupies, until I can increase the means of 
transport to such a degree as to insure its subsistence in a more forward 
situation. 1 am exerting all the means in my power to effect this object, 
and it will be fortunate for the Peninsula if the measures which 1 shall 
adopt with this view shall be accompanied by corresponding measures on 
the part of the government, to place at our disposal the resources of the 
provinces. 


The A.G. to lAeut. Col, — , — (Uvition, 20th Dec. 1811. 

Your letter of the 16th, and enclosures, have been forwarded by Lieut. Gen. 
Cole, and have been submitted by me to the Commander of the Forces; and 1 am 
to acquaint you, in reply, that his Excellency directs you will desire Major — — , 
of the — — , to reconsioer the steps he is about to take in respect to Capt. - , 
Capt Lieut. and Lieut. • • • *, of the — Portuguese regt. 

After nearly 3 months have elapsed since tlie circumstances occurred on which 
Major — proposes to found the charges which he has framed against these 
officers, he has brought forward these complaints. At the same time, he states 
that it is not his wish to criminate the whole upon such serious offences ; on the 
contrary, that if they are willing to make such public atonement as may hereafter 
be deemed sufficient for the outrage committed towards himself, he will readily 
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abandon the prosecution aeoinat them, provided they do not appear as witnesses on 
the trial of Lieut * * * *. This last officer is now on his trial, on a charge exhibited 
against him by order of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, for his conduct in the affair 
above referred to ; and the Commander of the Forces intended to refer to Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, which investigated 
the unfortunate circumstances of the 29th Sept., as soon as the General Court 

Martial which tried Major should have aone with them, in order that he 

might see whether there was ground on which to bring to trial any other officers 
in the service of the Prince Regent of Portugal. 

The Commander of the Forces thinks Major might leave to Marshal Sir 

W. Beresford and himself the task of vindicating the honor of the British service, 
if it shall appear that it has been injured by these or any other officers ; and his 
Excellency is the more anxious that he should do so, because he is afraid that 

from Major ’s delay in bringing this complaint forward, and from his state- 

ment that it is not his wish to criminate 3 out of 4 officers against whom he 
complains, it may be imagined that he brings forward his charges at this moment, 
not BO much that the British service should receive atonement for an injury 
received in his person, as that Lieut. * * * * might be deprived of the benefit of 
the testimony of these officers on his trial, which is now going on. Adverting to 
all Uiat passed upon this unfortunate subject, it is moht desirable that this im- 
pression should not be made of the conduct or motives of any officer. 


Memorandiiin for the Commissary General. Freneda, 21st Dec. 1811. 

It was intended by Mr. Kennedy and me that Major Aird should 
superintend the construction of as many bullock carts at Lisbon, accord- 
ing to the pattern lately sent down by Mr. Bissett, as there should be 
found materials for. 

These materials are iron axletrees taken from the French carriages, of 
which there are 50 at present in the arsenal at Jiisbon ; and brass boxes 
taken from the wheels of the French carriages, of which there are 100 in 
the arsenal of Lisbon ; the whole of which Marshal Sir W, Beresford 
assured me should be delivered over for this service to whomsoever should 
be appointed to construct the carts. 

There are besides 25 iron axletrees and 52 brass boxes on the Tagus, 
which were likewise to be delivered over for this service ; and I send 
herewith a list of articles which Marshal Beresford assured me we should 
have, to be employed in the same manner. 

I enclose directions from Major Sturgeon, detailing the manner in 
which the axletrees are to be cut, and to what dimensions. The brass 
boxes must of course be cut to fit the nave of the wheel according to the 
pattern on the cor. The car must be made in every respect according to 
the pattern. 

Major Aird will report, if it should he necessary, that this work should 
be performed in the Portuguese arsenal, tjiat I may write to have permis- 
sion given for this purpose. But it is very desirable that, if possible, the 
work should be performed without applying to tlie Portuguese arsenal for 
moje than the materials above referred to, and those stated in the 
enclosed list. 

It is most desirable, indeed absolutely necessaiy, that no more time 
should be lost about this work, which, owing to Unfortunate circum- 
stances, has now been delayed for 2 months. I shall hereafter send in- 
structions respecting making carts of the axletrees taken from the English 
carriages. 
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77ie A G. io Major Gen, R. Craufurd^ Ltghi thviaion, 2]at Dec. 1811. 

1 am directed by the Commander of the Forces to desire that description 
returns of the soldiers reported to have deserted, in the weekly states of the 
Ist, 8tli, and 15th, from the 43d, 52d, and 95th regts., may be sent to this office 
without delay, agreeably to the G. O. of the 10th Nov. 1810. 

The commanding oflicers of those several battalions are likewise to report when 
these men joined the battalions, and whether they weie with the army during 
tlie operations of the month of March, 1811. They will likewise report whether 
any of these men who deserted had committed any crime, or were in confine- 
ment previous to their desertion, and whether they were men of good or bad 
character. 

The commanding officers are also to he called on for a report, stating on what 
day the clothing now in wear with the regiment was issued to and put on the 
men. The same report is hkewiso to be made with rogaid to the great coats 
in wear. 

To His Kxcellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 22d Dec 1811. 

I received your letter of the 14th only yesterday, and that of the 18th 
this day. It is not easy to form a precise notion of what is intended upon 
a financial subject, in which the detail is every thing, without having 
under view the proposed regulation itself. 

Ist; I entirely agree that whatever measure may he adopted, it is 
necessary that the paper money in **irculation should be stamped, and the 
wliole ought to be stamped within a limited period. I accordingly give 
orders that all the paper in our possession may be taken to the proper 
office to be stamped. 

2dly ; I don’t understand what is meant by stamping the paper every 
time it passes through one of the government offices, accompanied as that 
measure is by the consequence of postponing the payment of interest foi 
a year after the period at which the paper will appear by the stamp to 
have passed through the hands of government, 

The circulation of this paper is compulsory, the law of the country 
making a tender of half paper and half money a legal tender; and I con- 
clude that the meaning of this regulation is, that when the paper is paid 
to government under the law, the difference between the value of paper 
and the value of coin is compensation to the holder of the paper for his 
interest due to that moment. It is really impossible to reason seriously 
upon such a scheme. 

The mode of proceeding should be to stamp the old, or make a fresh 
issue of good paper instead of the old, to pay the interest on all the real 
paper, from the Ist July, or even the Ist Oct. last, and declare the 
intention of government to pay it with regularity every half year in 
future, and to close for ever the paper manufactory, and to allot a certain 
fund for the payment of the interest regularly. 

This is a plain, simple measure, the consequence of which would be, 
that the value of the paper in the market would rise, and the price of 
commodities to be purchased by it would fall. The price of paper would 
not only rise, because every man would feel that it was worth something, but 
because men in purchasing it, for instance, in April, would be disposed 
not only to give the price of the paper, but to make an allowance to the 
seller for the 3 months’ interest which had been incurred from the 
Ist Jan. to the 1st April, and at last the amount of interest due would be 
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calculated and allowed upon every transfer of paper money, as it now is 
in England upon Exchequer bills. 

But how will it be by this scheme of the government ? No interest 
will be paid upon paper that passes through the offices. The amount of 
the interest, therefore, can never be calculated in the sale of the paper, 
because probably the interest will never be paid, as the paper probably 
will get into the hands of government, in the course of circulation, before 
the year will expire, at the end of which the interest might be claimed. 
The consequence will be, as is intended, that the holder of the paper will 
be inclined not to put it in circulation. 

But this measure which is to have the effect of cliecking the circulation 
of the paper will of course keep down its price. The holder, who has 
been compelled by law to take paper, must keep it by him in order to 
make any thing by it. After all, he can make only 5 per cent, per 
annum by the interest ; whereas, in any employment of his capital he 
ought to make 10 per cent., and might make above 20. If he is an indi- 
vidual not engaged in trade, it may be very inconvenient to him to be 
without his money so long as it will be necessary that he should remain in 
order to receive the interest upon his paper, and the consequence of this 
notable scheme will be, that paper will be as much avoided in all pecuni- 
ary transactions as it is at this moment, and llie value of it in exchange 
must remain as it is, notwithstanding tlie expense which government will 
incur by paying some of the interest ; for, after all, some of the interest 
will be demanded from them. 

This scheme will not answer my purpose, and it is quite beneath a 
great government. If the government will adopt the simple measure 
which I have above proposed to them, and will pay only 3 months’ interest 
on the paper in circulation on tlie Ist Jan., I will order the Commissary 
Gen. to give a receipt for all the interest which will be due on that day 
on the paper in our hands. 

If they don’t adopt some such plan as this, 1 shall certainly put a stop 
to the trade in paper altogether, by refusing to receive it in payment for 
our bills of exchange. 

In regard to the Apolices Grandes^ 1 have not time to develop the 
effect of Principal Sousa’s scheme; but it is totally inconsistent with 
every notion of financial policy that I have ever formed, %nd equally so 
with justice, which must be the foundation of every financial scheme. 

The interest on the Apolices ought to be paid from the let July, as well 
as that on the circulating paper money, and there they ought to be left. 
The interest should hereafter be secured and paid regularly. 

I thought that you had, as you ought to have, in your possession in Mr. 
Bell’s chest, the money in metal and paper which I had at different times 
ordered the Commissary Gen. to pay over to you ; but from your letter I 
imagine that we have kept it, and, as usual, have spent it. 

I Have desired the Commissary Gen. to send orders to Mr. Pipon to pay 
you as large a sum in metal as he can, and to allow th^ discount of the day 
on all the paper he is obliged tb give you, as I conceive that the Portu- 
guese government are entitled to the subsidy in sterling money, and not 
in currency. In this ! may be wrong. 
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To J* Bifietty Esq., Comzniiiary General. Freneda, 23d Dec. 1811. 

I had some conversation yesterday with Major Gen. Anson, ^regarding 
the horses of his brigade, and it appears to be very desirable that some 
effort should be made to supply those of the 16th light dragoons in par- 
ticular. That brigade have been on tins duty for about a month, and came 
in good condition, and in that time they have lost 56 horses. 

P.S. I think it would be desirable to look into the disposition of the 
mules of the 16th light dragoons, as they are not so well supplied as the 
14th, although the latter are farthest off. 

Tu Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 23d Dec. 1811, 8 A.u. 

I received last night your letter of the 2l8t. 

From all the letters which 1 have received from Cadiz, it appears to me 
to be very desirable that you should make a movement, to endeavor to 
divert the enemy’s attention from Ballesteros and Tarifa. 

I don’t tliink that your measures at Jurumenha would answer that pur- 
pose: you might certainly cross the Guadiana at that place at present 
(though that is doubtful), but the enemy know well that you must recross 
as soon as the river will fill; and the movement of the ^ Armee de Portu- 
gal* would equally oblige you to retire, and you would find your retreat 
across the Guadiana by dying bridges excessively tedious. Your mea- 
sures at Jurumenha, unless you could cross the Guadiana immediately, 
would produce no effect as a diversion for Tarifa, &c. ; those of Merida may. 

1 believe that the road from Portal eg re on Merida, by Alburquerque, 
passes the head of the Gevora, and of the Salor ; the other river which 
you mention 1 am not acquainted with. If this be the case, your retreat 
from Merida would always be secure; if it should rot be the case, it 
would only be necessary, after the first impression should be made, and 
if you should determine not to attack Drouet, to place your troops, on 
the first appearance of rain, en echelon^ from Merida, the great body being 
behind tlie river which is to be passed, and the smaller at Merida, having 
all the means to pass the river by the smaller body prepared beforehand. 

If the Guadiana should be fordable, I agree with you in tliinking that the 
Jurumenha plan would answer best, as an immediate diversion; but still 
for your retreat and communications, I would recommend to you to turn 
your back upo]# Merida when across the Guadiana, from knowing that 
you can’t depend upon a flying bridge on that river. 

To Capt . Freneda, 24th Dec. 161 1. 

I have received your letter. I am much concerned that you should 

imagine that had been ill treated. You are certainly mistaken upon 

this subject. 1 have desired that he may be paid 10 dollars, and sent 
back to you satisfied. 1 likewise sent you by him 50 dollars in gold 
coin. 

In respect to your pardon, you can’t expect that it should be given to 
you immediately. I told you that I must be able to assure the govern^- 
ment that you bad served your country with zeal, and had given useful 
information. You can’t suppose that the 2 or 3 letters which you have 
written to me will enable me to secure your object. 
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To Lieut Gen. Hilt Frenecla, 24th Dec. 1811, 8 a.h. 

Since 1 wrote to you yesterday momisg, 1 have received a report that 
the 6th division of the ^AmUe de Portugal * moved from Plosencia across 
the Tietar on the 2l8t. 1 don’t yet know the object of this movement. 

The baggage, artillery, hospitals, &c. belonging to this division had been 
moved some days before to Navalmoral. There are various reports re- 
specting their ultimate destination: some that they are going to Valencia; 
others that they are to cross the Tagus. I will let you know if I diould 
learn any thing positive. 1 have not yet heard whether the movement 
has been general, or confined to this one division. 

To Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentlnck. Freneda, 24tli Dec. 1811. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 14th Nov.; and 
I am very much obliged to you for the detail into which you have en- 
tered respecting the affairs of which the conduct has been entrusted 
to you. 

I had heard generally of these affairs before, but I have had no oppor- 
tunities of acquiring information upon them, and have turned my atten- 
tion but little to them ; and if 1 could form an opinion upon them, 1 should 
mistrust it. I have, however, long considered it probable, that even we 
should witness a general resistance throughout Europe to the fraudulent 
and disgusting tyranny of Buonaparte, created by the example of what 
has passed in Spain and Portugal; and that we should be actors and 
advisers in these scenes ; and 1 have rcficcted frequently upon tlie mea> 
sures which should be pursued to give a chance of success. 

Those who embark in projects of this description should be made to 
understand, or to act os if they understood, that having once drawn the 
sword they must not return it till they shall have completely accom- 
plished their object. They must be prepared and must be forced to make 
all sacrifices to the cause. Submission to military discipline and 
order is a matter of course ; but when a nation determines to resist the 
authority and to shake off the government of Buonaparte, they must be 
prepared and forced to sacrifice the luxuries and comforts of life, and to 
risk all in a contest which, it should be clearly understood before it is 
undertaken, has for its object to save all or nothing. 

The first measure for a country to adopt is to form Ih army, and to 
raise a revenue from the people to defray the expense of the army. 
Above all, to form a government of such strength as that army and people 
can be forced by it to perform their duty. This is the rock upon which 
Spain has split ; and all our measures in any other country which should 
afford hopes of resistance to Buonaparte should be directed to avoid it. 
The enthusiasm of the people is very fine, and looks well in print ; but I 
have never known it produce any tiling but confusion. In France, what 
was called enthusiasm was power and tyranny, acting through the medium 
of ][f6pular societies, which have ended by overturning Europe, and esta- 
blishing the most powerful and dreadful tyranny Ijiat ever existed. In 
Spain, the enthusiasm of the people spent itself in vtvosand vain boasting. 
-The notion of its existence prevented even the attempt to discipline the 
armies ; and its existence has been alleged ever since as the excuse for 
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the rank ignorance of the officers and the indiscipline and constant mis- 
behaviotir of the troops. 

I therefore earnestly recommend you, wherever you go, to trust nothing 
to the enthusiasm of the people. Give them a strong and a just, and, if 
possible, a good government ; but, above all, a strong one, which shall 
enforce them to do their duty by themselves and their country ; and let 
measures of finance to support an army go hand in hand with measures to 
raise it. 

I am quite certain that the finances of Great Britain are more than a 
match for Buonaparte, and that we shall have the means of aiding any 
country that may be disposed to resist his tyranny. But those means are 
necessarily limited in every country by the difficulty of procuring specie. 
This necessary article can be obtained in sufficient quantities only by the 
contributions of the people ; and although Great Britain can and ought 
to assist with money as well as in other modes every effort of this descrip- 
tion, the principal financial as well as military effort ought to be by the 
people of the resisting country. 

I agree entirely in opinion with you about the foreign Austrian officers. 
They ought to liave been taken into the pay of Great Britain bodily on 
the day they were removed from the ‘•(‘rvice of the Emperor ; and govern- 
ment should have adopted this measure, on the same principle that 1 re- 
commended them 3 years ago to make 3 stands of arms for one tliey made 
before, and to turn Great Britain into a magazine of military stores, in 
order to be able to supply with officers, arms, and stores, those nations 
which should be inclined to resist the tyranny of Buonaparte. I entei- 
tain a high opinion of the Princes of the Austrian family * and it is entirely 
consistent with my notion that a person of the high buUi and great quali- 
fications of the Archduke Francis * should be placed at the head of any 
country disposed to resist Buonaparte. But he must understand that lie 
must never lay down his arms, even though reduced to be the head of a 
gang of robbers, till he shall have attained his object. 

1 know as little about the politics of Sicily as I do about any thing else. 
It has always appeared to me that we had no right to go farther in the 
first instance than stop the subsidy, and at the same time maintain oiir 
position in the country. I should think that this measure would bring the 
Queen to her senses, if she is not in communication with Buonaparte. 
If it does not, we shall save our money and shall not be worse off.than we 
are ; and we shall be prepared to take advantage of the course of events. 
If the measure of stopping the subsidy should succeed, and you should be 
able to form an army in that country, I beg to draw your attention to what 
I have above stated regarding the necessity of making the country con- 
tribute a revenue to support its military force. 

In consequence of an intimation from the Duke of York that you wished 
Gen. Clinton to join you, and a letter from Gen. Clinton expressing his 
desire to go, I have written a letter to wait for him at Lisbon, in which I 
have consented to his going. He has not yet, however, arrived at Lisbon. 

I beg you to present my best compliments to Lady William. 


* Afterwards Dulce of Modena. 
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JU A.Q. to Dr. Button, Dtp. Intptctor of hotpUatt. 24th Dec. 181 1. 

I hare the honor to return you lists of men at the different hospitals of Celorico, 
Coimbra, Abrantes, Gastello Branco, and Castanheira, who have been reported by 
medical officers as necessary to be sent to England; and 1 have received the direc- 
tions of the Commander of the Forces to desire you will take measures for their 
assembly at Lisbon, and for their being sent home. You will be pleased to confer 
with the Commissary Gen. on the means of transport necessary for these men, 
from the several stations to Lisbon ; and you will acquaint me if any route should 
be necessary for the march of the several parties from the different hospitals to 
Lisbon, and at what time they will be ready to set out, when 1 will communicate 
with the D.Q M.G. as to forwarding the same. No time should be lost in for- 
warding the men to Lisbon for tlieii embarkation ; and you will be pleased to 
order tiiat especial care is taken, on the embarkation of the men, to have them 
notified as invalided, and sent home to their several corps. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 25tli Dec. 1811. 

I have great pleasure in forwarding to you a dispatch from the Earl of 
Liverpool, conveying to you the approbation of H.R.11. the Prince Regent 
of your conduct, and of that of Col. Skerrett, which I beg you will com- 
municate to the Colonel. 

To the Earl of Liver|X)ol. Frmedii, 2.5th Dec. 1811. 

The 6th division of the ^Armee de Portugal ’ broke up from Plasencia 
on the 21st inst., and marched across the Tietar, in the direction of Naval- 
moral ; but I have not yet heard whether the other divisions of the *’Annw 
de Portugal,^ which were cantoned about Bejar, and in the province of 
Avila, have moved. 

I can’t learn the object of the movement, but it appears to have been 
unexpected, and occasioned by the arrival of an officer with dispatches 
from Madrid. 1 have long expected that the distress of the troops for 
want of subsistence would have rendered it necessary, as that part of the 
province of Estremadura is entirely exhausted. 

I have no intelligence upon which I can rely of the state of affairs in 
Valencia. It is certain that no troops have been detached from this quarter 
into Valencia, unless the movement of the 6th division from Plasencia 
should be only a part of a more general movement in that direction, of 
which, however, I have no intelligence. 

Nothing of any importance has occurred in the north of Spain. 1 have 
letters from Mr. Wellesley to the 1 9th inst. ; but I imagine that I have 
not received some dispatches from Cadiz, which probably have been sent 
round by Lisbon. 

The object of the enemy’s movements in the Sierra de Ronda appears 
to have been to hem in Ballesteros upon Gibraltar with one body of troops, 
while, with another, they should attack Tf^rifa with heavy artillery. The 
enemy remained at San Roque from tlie end of last month till the 12th 
inst., when they i^tired to Los dos Barrios ; and Gen. Ballesteros had ad- 
vanced to San Roque on the 13th, Col. Skerrett being still at Tarifa. It 
is reported that the French had retired entirely from that part of the 
country ; but Col. Skerrett, who wrote on the ISth^ appeared to be of 
opinion that the enemy would still make an attack ufon Tarifa, and that 
'their movement was with a jview to concentrate their force for that object, 
and to approach nearer to their magazines. The heavy artillery for the 
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attack of Tarifa was between Vejer and Facenes. It appears probable 
that the enemy will persevere in making their attack, which they had 
certainly intended. 

Major Gen. Cooke adverts to two attempts made by the enemy to 
penetrate the pass of La Pena, in both of which they failed. I have not 
yet received the reports of these affairs. 

I have not yet heard that Gen. Hill had moved, in consequence of the 
orders which 1 reported to your Lordship in my last dispatch that 1 had 
sent to him. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freiieda, 25th Dec. 1811. 

I enclose the last weekly state, and the last morning report. 

Unless the 6th division of the ^Annet* de Portugal * has been obliged 
to move by distress for provisions, I don’t know what to make of that 
movement. It is reported that the troojjs which wore at Boulogne under 
Ncy are coming into Spain ; hut a letter from my correspondent at Sala- 
manca states that 15,000 of them had arrived at Bayonne, and had re- 
turned to the northward. If this is not the case, it is possible that Ney's 
troops may be considered a relief for the ^Armte de Portugal^ to keep us 
in check, and that the ^Armve de PortugaV may be moving towards 
Valencia. Against this conjecture, however, I have to mention, Ist ; 
That the troops in Avila, &c., have not moved, at least I have not heard 
of their movement. 2dly; I was informed some days ago that the 1st 
division of the ^Armie de PortugaV had passed the Tagus into La Mancha, 
and I then imagined that they were going to Valencia; but 1 have since 
heard that they had returned. 

It is reported that there was a very severe battle at Vdencia on the 2d ; 
and it is just possible that Suchet may have been obliged to retire in 
consequence of this loss, and of the mischief done to him by the guerrillas 
in Aragon. It is also said tliat an attack had been made uj)on Barcelona 
by the troops in Catalonia. 

The desertion from Suchet’s army is immense ; and if he has sustained 
any serious loss in the action of the 2d, he would be obliged to retire ; 
and in that case Marmont would naturally close his cantonments towards 
Madrid. 

You W'ill observe that this is conjecture upon conjecture, and upon 
report; but I^an’t account for these marches and countermarches in any 
other manner ; and it is certain that if the march of the Gth division had 
been occasioned by the want of provisions, it would not have been so 
unexpected as it was by all those who give intelligence. 

I am continuing our preparations to attack Ciudad Rodrigo with the 
utmost activity, and I shall act according to circumstances. 

Memorandum for the Comminary General, Major Dickson, and the officer of the Ordnance 

Department in charge of the Powder. Freiieda, 25th Dec 1811. 

600 barrels of the powder now in store at or near Lamego must be sent 
up the Douro in boats, as far as it can be brought : a careful person 
should accompany each boat, and see that the powder is preserved from 
the wet. The Commissary Gen. is requested to report the progress of 
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these boats. Major Dickson will send off a copy of these orders to the 
officer of the ordnance department in charge of the powder. 

Memorandum for the CJornmiaiary Geu. and Q. M. G. Freiieda, 25th Dec. 1811. 

400 tents now at Coimbra must be sent up to Almeida as soon as may 
be practicable. They must be brought in boats to Raiva, and thence 
brought forward on 100 of the provision mules attached to the 5ih division 
to Almeida. 

To Lieut Gen. Graham. Freneda, 25th Dec. 1811, 10 A.if. 

I enclose some letters received tliis morning from my brother and 
Gen. Cooke. 

There arc obviously some dispatches missing, as both my brother and 
Gen. Cooke advert to circumstances of which 1 have no knowledge ; and 
from the want of the other dispatches, which are doubtless gone by Lis- 
bon, 1 don’t understand parts of these. 

I have nothing new on this side. All accounts confirm the march 
of the French from Plascncia towards Navalmoral on the 21st. It is 
believed that they have been obliged to retire, having eaten up the 
country. 

P.S. It appears by accounts from Madrid, which Gen. Castanos showed 
me, that Foy had returned to Toledo. I can’t comprehend these marches 
and countermarches. It can scarcely be that Suchet was so roughly 
handled in the affair stated to have taken place on the 2d, as to have been 
obliged to retire ; and that Marmont concentrates towards Madrid in case 
Blake should he tempted to move up from Valencia. 

There were preparations on the 10th for the King’s movement from 
Madrid ; and you will observe that this date does not disagree with that 
of the arrival of the courier, and the consequent preparations at Pla- 
sencia, mentioned by my Portuguese correspondent. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graliam. Frcneda, 26lli Dec. 1811, 9 a.m. 

1 enclose the letters and dispatches from my brother of the 13th, from 
the perusal of which you will be better able to understand those which he 
sent me on the 19th. 

1 likewise enclose Gen. Cooke’s letters to the 13th. 

Gen. Castanos told me yesterday that he had heard that the ^Armie de 
Portugal ’ were to be assembled about Toledo. 1 imagift that this is 
only a report from the Alcaldes. 

1 write to Major Dickson at Almeida with this, to request he will let 
you know whether it is necessary that the mules should return to Villa 
da Ponte ; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will have them 
sent for another load, if Major Dickson should report it to be necessary. 

T8 Major Dickson, R.A. Freneda, 26th Dec. 1811, 9 A.if. 

I have ordered that the 600 barrels of powder at Lamego may. be 
brought up by the Douro; and I understand that 53, 33, 99, and 300 
mules, that is, 538 mules'^al together, have gone to Villa da Ponte to bring 
the powder from thence. I don^t recollect how much there was at Villa 
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da Ponte when the mules were ordered there ; and I understand from 
Col. Fletcher, that some carts loaded with powder have arrived at Almeida 
since I saw you. 1 am therefore unable to answer a question put to me 
by Gen. Graham, whether the mules of the general reserve with the 
Ist division should make a second trip; that is to say, the 115, of which 
only 99 went. 1 have told Gen. Graliam, in a letter which the bearer 
has in his possession, that you would let him know if it was necessary 
that the mules should make a second trip, and I beg you to let him know 
accordingly. 

If you are at all doubtful whether sufficient arrangements have been 
made to bring up the powder from Villa da Ponte, it is better that they 
should go ; and if you have had any of the bags made for carrying shot, 
about which you and I conversed the other day, you might give some of 
them to these mules, and let them bring loads of shot, if all the powder 
should be brought up, or you should be satisfied that the arrangements 
for bringing it up will be sufficient. In this case also, you will let 
Gen. Graham know that it is necessary that the mules should return to 
Villa da Ponte. 

Be so kind as to let me know how much powder and shot there is at 
Almeida, and how much at Villa da Ponte ; and the weight of each article 
at the latter. 

To Major Diclcion, R.A. Freneda, 27th Dec. 1811, 11 a.m. 

I received last night your 2 letters of yesterday. Let the quantity of 
powder required from Pezo da Regoa come by water, whether any has 
been sent to Villa da Ponte or not. I understand, that in the quantity of 
powder in Almeida, is included that brought yesterday by the mules of 
the 1st division ; but that the shot which passed the Coa yesterday is not 
included. 


To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Freneda, 27th Dec. 1811, noon. 

I enclose the report of Capt. Ross, from which you will see that the 
Douro is navigable to Barca d’Alva. 

I have perused Mr. Purcell’s letter upon the transport with the Light 
division. Be so kind as to refer Mr. Purcell to the G. O., from which 
he will see that the Surgeons of regiments have an allowance to keep a 
mule to carry their chests. A mule is allowed by the public to a quarter 
master, to carry the regimental intrenching tools ; and when any of these 
are worn out in the public service, they have been replaced by my orders. 
But it is a most extravagant mode of replacing them to use the hired 
mules for this purpose. 

1 have ordered the Q. M. G. to call for returns of the intrenching tool 
mules with the regiments of the Light division. 

, 1 beg to observe upon the appropriation of the mules with the Light 
division, that in the winter it appears to me to be entirely unnecessary to 
kill the meat for the whole division, or a whole brigade, at one place. 
Much transport would be saved by killing meat at the quarters of each 
regiment. I would also observe that the mules employed for the carriage 
of the reserve ammunition might perform a part of the duty of carrying 
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supplies to tliose troops of the division which are detached to a distance, 
and tliat part of this duty might be performed by the carts of the country. 

In the conversation which 1 had with you the other day, 1 told you that 
1 tliought 400 bullocks would be sufficient for the duties of the siege. I 
rather believe we must have the whole division of 800. 400 of them 
might as well bring up with them the carts which have been bought, 
possibly with their loads. 

P.S. Considering that we are about to give our transport a little work, 
would it not be desirable to give them the third of a month’s pay, on the 
plan that you and I settled some days ago ? 

The A.G. io Major Gen. Peaeocke, Ltthon. 27th Dec. 1811. 

I have laid your letter of the 22d, and enclosure from Capt. Browne, before the 
Commander of the Forces, and I have to request you will state who it is prr>posed 
should take charge of the widows and orphans of deceased soldiers to England, 
and to receive any allowance for it. 

Understanding tliat the late circular letter, [^from the Military Secretary of 
H.R.1I. the Commander in Chief limiting the issue of rations to Q women and their 
children per troop and company of legiments serving in the field,"] published in tlie 
(j. O. of the 8tli Dec., has occasioned much disticss at the dep6t at Belem, I have 
to request you will have the goodness to acquaint me to what extent the operation 
of this order has affected the wives and children of soldiers now serving with the 
army, so far as the same can he judged of. 

To Lieut. Gcii. Hill. Freneda, 29th Dec. 1811, 11 p.h. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have this day received from Lord 
Liverpool, from which you will learn tlie gracious intentions of tlie Prince 
Regent in respect to yourself, Capts. Currie and Squire, your brother, 
and Lieut. Bail lie. 

It may fall to my lot to be the instrument of conveying to you the 
honor intended for you, as 1 have acted in a similar capacity in respect to 
others ; but I assure you that 1 shall perform this duty in respect to you 
(if it should devolve upon me) with at least os much satisfaction as 1 have 
upon any former occasion. 

I have received official letters from the Sec. of State and the Commander 
in Chief upon your action, which I propose to publish in the G. O. of the 
army. 

I have nothing authentic of Brenier’s division, excepting that they are 
gone to Navalmoral, and I believe higher up the Tagus. The division 
which was at the head of the Tormes marched upon Avila on the 26th, 
and it is said that the division which was at Avila was to march likewise. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. '' Freneda, 29th Dec. 1811. 

In respect to the telegraphs along the Guadiana, the first thing to be 
done will be to have the country surveyed by one of the gentlemen of the 
telegraph establishment, and the stations for the several telegraphs fixed ; 
when this shall be accomplished, we can have an estimate of the expense 
framed. I would beg leave to suggest to you the expediency of mention- 
ing your wishes on this subject to Dom M. Forjaz, that he may.order one 
of the officers of the telegraph establishment to fix the stations for the 
telegraphs as proposed. 
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To Vice Adm. die Hon. G. Berkeley. Frened% 29lh Dee. 1611. 

I enclose the extract of a letter from my brother, in regard to the ship- 
ment of the money for this army in the vessels of the Cadiz squadron. 
You will see that he is not unaware of my desire that it should always 
come in one of your vessels ; but it is desirable that they should go to 
Cadiz at fixed periods. 

The A.G, to Col. Trant, Oporto. 29th Dec. 161 1. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24tli inst., 

relative to Mr. being permitted to serve as a volunteer with the army ; 

and 1 have to acquaint you, that the application having been laid before the 
Commander of the Forces, his Excellency has no objection to the same, provided 
you know of any commanding officer of a regiment who will receive him ; but his 

Excellency does not choose to interfere himself, or to name Mr. to any 

officer commanding a regiment. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beiesford, K.B. Freneda, 31gt Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 26th Dec. In regard to the military 
expenses of this Kingdom in general, it is my opinion that the Portuguese 
government have proceeded on a principle entirely unjustifiable, and 
such as never was adopted by a nation involved in war, particularly not 
when the war was for its existence as a nation. 

The mode of proceeding generally adopted, is first to see what the mili- 
tary expenses really would be ; and to supply all those expenses, leaving 
the residue to defray expenses of the civil, political, agricultural, and other 
departments. But the mode of proceeding adopted by the Portuguese 
government, has been first to provide fully for all the other expenses of 
the state, and to leave the residue with the British subsidy for the military 
expenses. 

This will not answer my purpose, and for that reason I am excessively 
anxious that the detail of all the estimates should he particularly examined, 
in order that we may form a judgment of what the military expense really 
is ; and then, if the government will not provide for it, in preference to 
every other expense, excepting the payment of the interest on the debt, 1 
shall recommend to the British government to withdraw their subsidy. 

I now enclose some memorandums on the estimate of the expenses to he 
paid from the southern treasury in January, which, of all the documents 
of this description I have ever seen, is the most scandalous. Nine regi- 
ments of militia, which don’t give 6000 men under arms, cost nearly as 
much as 9 regiments of the line, 2 battalions of cai^adores, and 2 regiments 
of cavalry I 

Under the two heads 6 and 1 are included the pay of the only persons 
who ever do a day’s duty, or who ever can be expected to fire a shot. The 
expense of their pay is about 30 cofUos^ and the estimate for the others is 
37 cotUos. I don’t mean to say that many of the persons whose pay is 
estimated in the latter sum may not be usefully employed, and are paid 
even less than they ought to be. But the mere statement of the subject 
shows the necessity of strict examination. 1 believe it never before hap- 
pened, that the mere pay of non-combatants and pensioners, and pay- 
masters of a portion of any army, cost more than the army itself. For 
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this reaBop, I again recommend a most close examination of the details of 
all the estimates. 

I see clearly the force of your objections to the existing constitution of 
the military chest. It ought to be formed to defray the current expenses 
^of the military body properly so called ; and the pensions and expenses 
ought to be defrayed from some other fund. I was aware of this defect 
when the formation of the establishment was under discussion ; but cer- 
tainly, not of the degree to which it will operate upon the funds, if * the 
stay-tape and buckram ’ in all the estimates is to amount to the same pro- 
portion of the expense as it does in the estimate for the southern treasury. 
If, however, 1 had known of the extent of these demands, 1 should not 
have known how to manage them, without placing them in the first in- 
stance in the military chest If I had attempted to arrange them on any 
other plan, I should have embarrassed the discussions on the formation of 
the military chest to sucli a degree, that that establishment would never 
liave been formed. We must now let it work as it is formed. 

Do you, and Mr. Stuart, and Dom M. Forjaz, examine with the most 
minute detail all the estimates, and see what expenses are necessary, and 
what are not. As soon as that is done, I shall propose a reform of the 
plan to go to such points as may appear to require amendment, and that 
will oblige the government to find means to pay the expenses of their 
army, next to the interest of their debts. It is most evident that the 
^whole subject requires close and accurate investigation. Even you and 
Mr. Stuart don’t understand one another upon it. 

What expenses are estimated in 1130 contos for January ? You appear 
to think that the expenses incurred by our commissariat are not included ; 
Mr. Stuart must tliink they are included ; as in calculating the means to 
defray the expense of the estimates, he supposes 600 contos the largest 
amount of a monthly payment of the subsidy that could be issued to the 
military chest from the chest of * Aids.’ 

A,G, to Brig. Major Olfermann, 7th dtvinon, Slit Dec. 1811. 

I have submitted your letter of the 30th inst. to the Commander of the Forces, 
and I am to acquaint you that his Excellency cannot enter into your views, as to 
the command of tlie Brunswick corps, in the absence of the Field officers be- 
longing to it ; and he docs not see that you have any grounds to make the appli- 
cation, as you do not actually hold a commission in the regiment. 


Jim J.O, to Lieut. Col. ^ — Ugkt dragoong, IMon. Slst Dec. 1811. 

I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 27th Dec., and I am to 
remark that your going to Lisbon without tlie authority of a Medical Board was 
incorrect. ^ 

In respect to that part of your letter communicating your intention of leaving 
the service, it is necessa^ that it should be forwarded through the r^ular 
channel to the General officer commanding the brigade, and by him to Lieut. 
Gen. Sir S. Cotton, who will submit the application to his Excellency the Com- 
mander of the Forces. 

MBXOBAVDUH OF OPEBATIONB IN 

[The Notes to the Memorandum are in the Manuscript.'] 

Fnneda, Slst Dec. 1811. 

The last memorandum on the operations in the F^eninsula brought them 
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down to the end of the year 1810 (see vol. iv. p. 619), when a division of 
the 9th corps, with other troops, which had ^before endeavored to join 
Massena from the frontiers of Castille, through Lower Beira, awived, and 
took their station on the right of the enemy’s army at Leiria. These 
troops, supposed to be from 8000 to 10,000 men, had been annoyed on 
their march by Col. Wilson’s detachment on the Alva.* 

The other division of the 9th corps under Claparede, amounting also to 
about 10,000 men, remained on the frontier, and by tlieir manceuvres 
kept Gen. Silveira in check during the march of the division under 
Drouet, by the valley of the Mondego. Silveira attacked their advanced 
guard at Ponte do Abade, on the 30th Dec. 1810, and was defeated ; and 
he was himself attacked and defeated at Villa da Ponte on the 11th Jan. ; 
and he retired, first to Lamego, and thence across the Douro.f Claparede 
advanced upon Lamego, but Gen. Bacellar having placed the divisions of 
militia, under the command of Gen. Miller and of Col. Wilson, on his 
flanks and his communications, he was obliged to retire, and went to 
Guarda, to which place he had been ordered by Massena. { 

But the principal occurrence in the commencement of this year was 
the movement, from Andalusia, of a large force into Estremadura, in 
order to create a diversion in favor of Massena. 

The army of the south, under the commcind of Soult, consisted of the 
let corps, which was engaged in the operations of the siege of Cadiz ; of 
flie 4th corps, which was at Granada ; and of the 5th corps, one division 
of which, under Gazan, could with difficulty maintain its ground in Estre-g; 
madura against the Spanish division of Mcndizabal and Ballesteros, whilst 
the other division, under Girard, was employed in the Condado do Niebla, 
and in keeping open the communication between Sev’^h* *'nd the besieging 
army of Cadiz. The whole amount of the army of the south could not 
be less in the beginning of the year than 50,000 men.§ 

Soult broke up from Cadiz with about 5000 men on the 21st Dec., and 
collected at Seville the troops destined for the invasion of Estremadura. 
He had with him about 20,000 mcn,|| including a very large body of 
cavalry ; to oppose which there were the Spanish divisions of Mendizabal 
and Ballesteros, which amounted to about 10,000 men, a brigade of Por- 
tuguese cavalry, and about 1 500 Spanish cavalry, making altogether about 
2300 cavalry. There were, besides, Spanish garrisons in Badajoz and 
Campo Maior, Alburquerque, and Valencia de Alcantara; and Don 
Carlos de Espana’s brigade, about 2000 men, which was on the fight of 
the British army near Abrantes, was considered disposable for service in 
Estremadura. 

If this corps had been left entire, and had been prudently managed, it 

* See dispatch to Lord LiverjKiol of the 3d January 
f See dispatch to I-ord Liverpool of the 17th January. 

i See dispatches to Lonl Liveipool of the end of Januaiy and beginning of February. 

By a return of the 2«Sth March, it appears that this aimy then consisted of 48,6 Itt 
uien ; of which number 7744 were cavaliy. This was after the battle of Banosa, and 
oiler the siege of Badajoz, the battle of the 19Ui Feb., Ac. It may be presumed that it 
was more than 50,000 men in the beginning of the >ear. 

II The 5th corps alone had about 12,000 infantry ; and 5000 brought from the siege of 
Cailiz, and the cavalry, would make his army 20,000 men. 
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would have been fully sufficient, even though not joined by the other 
troops belonging to the army of the Marques de la Romana, incorporated 
with the British army, to prevent the enemy from passing the Guadiana, 
which was full at that season of the year. 

But the first measure adopted by the Spanish government, on the same 
day, the 21st Dec., that Soult broke up from Cadiz, was to order Bal- 
lesteros, with a part of his division, into the Condado de Niebla. Not- 
withstanding that we receivedat Cartaxo, on the 29th Dec., the accounts of 
Soult having broken up from before Cadiz, the Spanish Gen. Mendizabal 
did not hear of this circumstance for some days afterwards ; and the 
first he heard of it was from us. He was quite unprepared for his re- 
treat, which was hurried ; and he retired in a manner different, and 
making a different disposition, from that which was recommended and 
ordered. 

He liad been ordered to break the bridges of Merida and Medellin, 
and to defend the passages of I he Guadiana. He retired upon Badajoz 
and OliveiKj'a; and the engineer officer who was sent to destroy the 
bridge of Merida, instead of obeying the orders he received, made a 
report which was sent to Cartaxo to the Marques de la Jiomana, and 
asked for orders. The town of Merida itself was not defended ; and the 
consequence was, that an advanced guard of French cavalr} took Merida, 
which post 400 French troops had held, in June, 1809, against the whole 
Spanish army, with this additional disadvantage, tliat the Guadiana was 
then fordable, and tliat the Spanish troops were in ])osse&sioii of all the 
avenues to the town.’*^ 

Gen. Mendizabal, in making hi«? retreat upon Badajoz and Oliveneja, 
threw 3000 men of Gen Ballesteros’ division into the latter, the others 
having marched under Gen. Ballesteros, by order of the government, 
into the Condado de Niebla. The division of Gen. Mcndi/abal retired 
upon Badajoz, with all tlie cavalry, excepting a small body which marched 
upon Merida. 

There were various reports of the movements of the French ; and in 
fact it was but little known in what direction, and with what object, they 
were moving. It was at one time positively stated, that they liad passed 
the bridge of Merida on the 15th Jan., and that they were moving 
towards the bridge of Almaraz, on the Tagus ; at another time it waa 
reported that they were encamped at Caceres ; but at last it was found 
tliat they did not cross tlic Guadiana in any force, but blockaded the 
troops of Gen. Ballesteros’ division in OUvem^'a. 

This blockade was made on the 15th, and continued till the 23d Jan., 
when the garrison surrendered. Two or three attempts were made by 
Gen. Mendizabal to raise the blockade, but without success ; and as the 
garrison at last surrendered, before the enemy had attacked the place, 
and without being distressed for provisions, it is believed that the place 
Vas sold. 

During the month of January, the Marques de la Romana was taken 
very ill at Cartaxo, of which illness he died on 23d of that month. 

* See the repoitg of that period. 
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He had ordered Don Carlos de Espafia’s brigade to march as soon as he 
heard of the danger of Ballesteros’ detachment from the advance of the 
French troops, and he afterwards ordered that the remainder of the 
troops which had been incorporated with the British army should move 
from Villa Franca, where they had been cantoned. They moved on the 
20th Jan. 

From the period at which we had heard of the movement of tlie French 
from Cadiz, and particularly latterly, I had frequent conversation with 
the Marques de la Romana regarding the situation of iiffairs in Estrema- 
dura ; and as he was unwell, I wrote, in the shape of a memorandum, my 
opinions on the plan of operations to be pursued, as well for the objects 
of the war in general, as for the particular purpose of saving Olivenija, 
or rather for relieving the troops in that place, respecting whom the 
Marques was particularly anxious.* * * § 

The Marques died 3 days after he had received this memorandum; but 
not till after he had circulated it among the officers under his command, 
and had desired them to attend to it. A reference to the memorandum, 
and to the letters and dispatches of that day, will show how far they at- 
tended either to the first or to the last.t 

After two attempts were made to raise the blockade of Oliveneja, the 
place surrendered on the 23d Jan. ; and the enemy invested Badajoz, on 
both sides of the Guadiana, on the 27th Jan., and broke ground on the 
left of the river on the 29th. J The Spanish Generals were not decided 
respecting the measures which they sliould adopt in the circumstances in 
which they stood. But at length the troops, which had quitted the allied 
army on the 20t}i Jan., were ordered to advance to Badajoz. They im- 
mediately re-estal)lishcd the communication between Elvas and Badajoz, 
obliging the French cavalry to retire beyond the Gevora; and then having 
entered the town, they attempted to raise the siege by making a sortie 
upon the enemy’s works. They were driven back with loss ; and having 
remained in the town, the communication between Elvas and Badajoz was 
again cut off by the enemy’s cavalry.g 

The Spanish troops, however, came out of the town again on the 9th 
Feb., and at last took the position on the heights of San Cristoval, which 
was recommended to them. They did not, however, adopt any measure 
to fortify this position, nor did they adopt any of the other measures re- 
commended to them, particularly that of sending away from Badajoz the 
bridge of boats, the want of which was afterwards found to be so fatal to 
the cause. 

Tlie Spanish army, about 10,000 strong, and having besides about 2000 
cavalry, including Gen, Madden’s Portuguese brigade, remained in the 


• See memorandum of the 20th Jan., in letter to Mr. Wellesley, of the 23d Jan., in tiie 
Foreign Office. 

t See correspondence with Mr. Wellesley in the months of Jan. and Feb. 1811, with 
enclosuies in the Foreign Office, viz., Jan. 6th, 13th, 23d, 26th, and 28th, all prixate. 

See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of Jan. 5tb, 12th, 19th, 26th, and 28th, and Feb. 2d. 

t See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 9th Feb. 

§ If the French had sent a sufficient body of cavalry to the right of the Guadiana, they 
would have taken the whole army without firing a ^ot. See the memorandum of the 
20tfa Jan. 
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position at San Cristoval till the 19th Feb., having the Gevora in their 
front, and that river and the Guadiana between them and the enemy, on 
which day they were surprised by between 5000 and 6000 French troops, 
and totally destroyed as a military body ; their camp and artillery being 
taken, and the whole body not killed or taken dispersed, except the Por- 
tuguese brigade of cavalry, and a few hundred Spaniards. About 2000 
of the troops escaped into Badajoz.^ 

An examination of the letters written at this period to Mr. Wellesley 
and the Sec. of State, will show my anxiety for the relief of Badajoz, and 
the measures which I recommended for that object. The most effectual 
measure of any would undoubtedly have been to detach a body of British 
troops to that part of the country ; but a moment’s reflection on the rela- 
tive numbers of the two armies at that time on the Tagus, and on the 
extent and nature r)f the positions which we had to occupy, will show 
that it was impossible to venture to detach, from our army at least, till 
the reinforcements then expected should have arrived in the Tagus. 

Mossena had come into Portugal with 72,000 men, of which he had 
lost 10,000 at the battle of Busaco, and its consequences ; and it is a large 
allowance to suppose that he had in January lost 10,000 more by deaths, 
prisoners, deserters, and killed, in various little affairs which had occurred. 
This would reduce his original number to 52,000 men ; and an aide de 
camp of his, who was taken in December, rej)orted that the army had 
that number before Drouet joined.f 

To this number Drouet, in December, and Foy, in January, added 
about 12,000 men, making 64,000; and Claparede was at Guarda with 
between 8000 and 10,000 men : of the 64,000, about 14,000 may have 
been sick, as the army were very sickly ; and there would have remained 
on the Tagus, fit for service, about 50,000 men. 

The British army, on the 20th Jan., consisted of 41,040 men; of which 
number there were sick, 6715; on comniand, 1974; prisoners of war, 
1586; and there remained present, fit for duty, 30,765. Of this number, 
the 2d batt. 88th (485) were at Lisbon, and the 2d batt. 58th at Torres 
Vedras; leaving about 30,000 for service, of which number 2655 were 
cavalry. 

The Portuguese army, joined with the British for service in the field, 
at the same time amounted to about 32,000 effective men, exclusive of 
the garrisons of Abrantes and Elvas, in each of which there were two 
regiments of infantry, one regiment of infantry at Cadiz, and one regi- 
ment of infantry (the 24th) with Gen. Silveira. The object of the French 
General at this time was undoubtedly to pass the Tagus ; and he had liis 
choice of making the attempt in a course of about 30 miles from Santarem 
to the Zezere, and even higher than the junction of that river. It was 
necessary to guard that whole course of the river ; for which it is con- 
ceived that 14,000 men could not be deemed more than sufficient. 

• The remainder of the army, about 40,000 men, was on the right of the 

*^See dispatches to Mr. Wellesley, and their enclosures, of the 2d, 3d, lOth, 17th, and 
33d Feb., all in tlie Foreig:u Office. 

Those to Lord Liverpool of the 3d, 9th, I6th, and 28th Feb. 

f See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 29th Dec. 1810, ' 
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Tagua, opposed to the whole French army ; and it must be observed, 
that if the enemy had been able to advance, either with their 50,000 
men, or after being joined by Claparede, they would have been opposed 
by very unequal numbers, as some days must have elapsed before the 
troops on tlie left of the Tagus could have been brought across the river. 

The detachment which it would have been necessary to make, in order 
to effect any good at Badajoz, or even to have been in safety, adverting 
to the mode in which the Spanish troops have usually conducted them* 
selves, ought to have been about 13,000 men ; which numbers, it is ob- 
vious, could not be spared from the army from the end of January to the 
19th Feb. 

Reinforcements to the amount of 6000 or 7000 men were daily ex- 
pected, which afterwards arrived in the beginning of March. It was 
hoped that the Spaniards would risk nothing, and would be able to hold 
out till these reinforcements sliould arrive, when it was intended to detach 
a sufficient force to effect the object at Badajoz, before any thing else 
should be attempted against Massena.* 

The delay of all measures against Massena’s position continued to be 
absolutely necessary on account of the state of the roads and rivers in the 
country ; even if our force had been deemed sufficient to attack him. 

The result of the battle of the 19th Feb., however, destroyed all hopes 
of being able, even when the reinforcement should arrive, to make such 
a detachment from the army as should be able to relieve Badajoz ; more 
particularly as, the Spaniards having neglected to remove the bridge from 
Badajoz to Elvas, the troops wliich should attempt to relieve Badajoz had 
no clioice left, in respect to the mode of crossing the Guadiana. They 
must have passed by the bridge of Badajoz. 

It was then determined to attack Massena as soon as the reinforcements 
should arrive, by which time it was hoped that the roads and rivulets 
would become practicable. In the mean time the Governor of Badajoz 
was requested to hold out to the last moment. Massena, however, retired 
from his position on the night of the 5th March, before our troops, 
which had arrived at Lisbon on the Ist March, could join tlie army. 
The British troops were immediately put in motion in pursuit of the 
French army; those on the left of the Tagus, by Abrantes and the Zezere ; 
and those on the Rio Maior river, by the different routes leading in the 
direction which the enemy had taken. 

A letter was written to Gen. Leite, the Governor of Elvas, from San- 
tarem on the 6th, to request him to apprise the Governor of Badajoz of 
Massena’s retreat, and to assure him that support and relief would be sent 
to him without loss of time. This support was accordingly ordered to 
march on the 8th, as soon as the enemy’s retreat was found to be decided.^ 

When the enemy retired, it appeared at first that their intention was to 
go by the road of Thomar and Espinhal, leaving Coimbra on their left ; 
and it was not certain that they had taken the high road by Pombal, till 
the 9th. On that morning a most favorable report was received of the 

* See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 14th March, 
f See diipatehes to Lord Liverpool of the 1 4th March. 
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State of affairs at Badajoz. It appeared that the garrison had not suffered ; 
that the Are of the place was superior to that of the enemy; and that one 
of the enemy’s G battering guns had been dismounted by the Are of the 
place. Under tliese circumstances, when it was found on the afternoon 
of the 9th, that the enemy had collected their army in a strong position 
at Ponihal, it was deemed expedient to order the 4th division, and Gen. 
De Grey’s brigade of cavalry (which had been ordered to march on the 
10th to join the 2d and Gen. Hamilton’s division, on the left of Uie Tagus, 
as soon as the bridge should be laid for them), to march upon Pombal, 
to co-operate in the attack which it was intended to make upon the enemy 
on the 11th. These troops accordingly joined, and the enemy retired ; 
but the garrison of Badajoz surrendered on the 10th March. 

The inode of the enemy’s retreat on the 11th, and the fact that they 
wore still stronger tlian we were, and might have taken up the position 
of Coimbra and the Mondego, unless hurried beyond that town, caused the 
continued detention of the 4th division, and Gen. De Grey’s brigade of 
cavalry, till the operations of the 13th forced the enemy past Coimbra, 
and enabled us to communicate with that town. 

The troops for Badajoz were immediately ])ut in motion to return to 
the south, but unfortunately we that night heard of the fall of that for- 
tress on the lOth. These accounts were accompanied by reports of the 
enemy immediately threatening Campo Maior ; and even if it had not 
been desirable to prevent them from extending their conquests on that 
bide, the fall of Butlajoz facilitated to such a degree their entry into Por- 
tugal, and Badajoz was so much nearer to Lisbon than the point at which 
we then found ourselves, that it would have been impossible to continue 
the pursuit of Massena even for one march, without providing for the 
security of our right flank, by placing a large corps on the Tagus. Thus, 
then, it was still necessary to make this detachment, notwithstanding that 
the original object for which it was destined wsis lost.* 

The ])ursuit of Massena was continued with uniform success from that 
period till he Anally crossed the Agueda on the 9th April. Our reinforce- 
ments, however, were not all arrived in I’ortugal, and those which had 
arrived, did not join the army till the end of March. Even then we were 
infinitely inferior to the enemy in numbers, particularly when he ap- 
proached the frontier, and was joined by Claparede’s division of the 9th 
corps from Guard a. Our movements were, therefore, necessarily cramped, 
and we were obliged to proceed with caution, when tlie utmost activity 
would have been desirable. 

Let any body now advert to the difference of the result of Massena’s 
invasion of Portugal, if the operations on the Guadiana in the month of 
January had been carried on as they ought ; if the Spanish Regency had 
not drawn Ballesteros from Estremadura at the moment that province was 
attacked; if his troops had not been shamefully sold in Oliven^a; if the 
battle of the 19th Feb. had not been lost, an(t the Spanish army annihi- 
lated ; and, Anally, if Badajoz itself had not been shamefully sold to the 
enemy on the day after the Governor was informed that relief would be 
sent to him. 

* See dipimtchei to Lord Liverpool of the 14th, 16th, 2l8t,27th March; 2d, 9th, I9th April, 
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As soon as the French were driven across the Agueda, Almeida was 
invested ; and it will be seen in a subsequent part of this memorandum, 
that the enemy made an attempt in May to relieve the place. What 
would have been tlie result of that attempt, nay more, would it ever have 
been made, if we had had 22,000 men in the ranks, which were at that 
time in Estreinndura ? 

If our attention had not been preferably, and with part of our army 
necessarily, carried into Estremadura, in consequence of the events in 
that province, in the months of January, February, and March, what 
would have been the result of an attempt to obtain possession of Ciudad 
Rodrigo in May, after the fall of Almeida, by the concentrated force and 
resources of the allied army ? 

But other circumstances occurred, not yet adverted to in this me- 
morandum, which show still more clearly the fatal effects of the Spanish 
system of military operations. Notwithstanding that Gen. Ballesteros was 
weak, and that he ouglit never to have been removed from Estremadura, 
he held his ground against a French corps which attacked him on the 
25th Jan. A part of the French force in Estremadura was consequently 
withdrawn from that province, and the force engaged in the siege of 
Badajoz was reduced.* 

Another event occurred, highly advantageous in all its circumstances to 
the state of affairs in Estremadura. In consequence of the diminution of 
the force before Cadiz in Dec. 1810, the British and Spanish authorities 
conceived that a fair opportunity offered of making an attack upon the 
blockading army by the besieged. This attack was fixed for tlie 28th 
Feb , but owing to contrary winds, and a variety of circumstances, could 
not take place till the Gth March. f On that day the battle of Barrosa 
was fought, 4 days before the surrender of Badajoz; and in all probability, 
if Badajoz had held out one day longer, the enemy would not have 
remained to take possession of the place J 

Thc-troops which were detached from the army atCondeixa on the 14th 
March, did not arrive at Portalegre till the 22d of that month. Campo 
Maior, which had been regularly attacked by the enemy on the 14th, sur- 
rendered on the 22d. Marshal Sir W. Beresford, having collected his 
corps, advanced against the enemy, and surprised them at Campo Maior on 
the 25th, which place they abandoned. Their cavalry fled into Badajoz, 
leaving behind them a regiment of infantry, and all their cannon. Un- 
fortunately the excessive impetuosity of the troops fthe 13th light dra- 
goons in particular) prevented Sir W. Beresford from taking the advantage 
which he intended to take of these events. Some of the 13th dragoons 
were taken on the bridge, between the ttte de pont and the gate of Ba- 
dajoz.§ 

The instructions to Sir W. Beresford were to pass the Guadiana as soon 

* See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 9th Feb. 

He had further succesBes in an action fought m the end of February. See dispatch to 
Mr. Wellesley of the 3d March. 

f See letter to Gen. Ballesteros, enclosed in a letter to Mr. Wellesley, of the 2d Feb. 

I All the enclosures in the disratches to Mr. Wellesley of the 2d, 3d, 10th, 17th, 23d 
Feb., of the 3d, 26th March, and 20th A{ni1, are woith reading on this subject. 

$ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 2d A]nil, with enclosures. 
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as he should have possession of Campo Maior, and to blockade Badajoz, 
till the means for attacking the place regularly could arrive. Unfortu- 
nately here again our operations were frustrated by the conduct of the 
Spaniards. One of the objects particularly recommended to their atten- 
tion was to send to Elvas the bridge of boats that was in Badajoz.* This 
had been repeatedly desired before, and the reasons for urging the mea- 
sure again were particularly stated in that memorandum. This was the 
only bridge in the possession of the allies ; and if it had been at Elvas, 
Marshal Beresford could have passed the Guadiana, and have blockaded 
Badajoz on tlie 26th March, and in all probability the place would have 
fallen into our bands as Campo Maior had, or as Almeida subsequently 
did, as it was at that time unprovided with stores or with provisions. As 
it was, he could not pass the Guadiana till the 4th April, and could not 
advance till the 6th or 'll}} ; and in tlie intermediate time the enemy threw 
into the place all the provisions and stores which it required to last till 
the enemy were enabled finally to relieve it in the middle of June. 

When the French crossed the Agueda on the 9th April, they left Al- 
meida to its fate, and it was immediately invested and blockaded by our 
troops. The enemy retired beyond the I'ormcs, some of them even beyond 
the Duero, and abandoned Ciudad Rodrigo as well as Almeida. Our 
army, however, was scarcely strong enough to maintain tlie blockade of 
Almeida, and certainly could not have inaintained that of Ciudad Rodrigo.| 
Indeed the state of the Agueda rendered it impossible for us to draw sup- 
plies across that river. 

The enemy having passed the Duero, Almeida being invested, and 
matters appearing tolerably quiet on the frontiers of Castille, the head 
quarters were moved on the 15th April into Alentejo, and arrived at Elvas 
on the 20tli. Sir W, Beresford had crossed the Guadiana on the 4tli April, 
and had blockaded both Bada]oz and Olivencja. The garrison of the latter 
place having refused to surrender, guns were brought from Elvas, and 
Lieut. Gen. Cole forced the place to surrender on the 15th April. J 

In the mean time Sir W. Beresford advanced with the 2d division of 
infantry, and Gen. Hamilton’s division, and the cavalry, as well to force 
the enemy to retire from Estremadura entirely, as to give support to Gen. 
Ballesteros, who had been obliged to retire into that province from the 
Condado de Niebla. Marshal Beresford surprised the enemy’s cavalry on 
the 16tli April, at Los Santos, and defeated them with considerable loss.§ 
Badajoz was reconnaitred on the 22d, and the general plan for the attack 
was fixed. But unfortunately the rain which had fallen in the third week 
in April, swelled the Guadiana considerably ; and the bridge which Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford had constructed under Jurumenha, with great trouble 
and difficulty, and after much delay, was swept away in the night of tlie 
23d April. Marshal Sir W. Beresford was consequently instructed to 
delay the operations of the siege till he should have re-established the 
bridge, or till the river should become fordable. The Marshal was like- 

* ^ee memorandum of the 20th Jiin., iii the letter to Mr. Wellesley of the 23d. 
f See di8))utchcs to Lord Liver{MK>l of the 9th and 1 5th Apil. 

} See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of tlie 25th April. 

See disjidtcli to Lord Liveqiuo] of the 25th Ajiril. 
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wise instructed and authorised to fight a battle, in case he should think it 
expedient, in order to save the siege of Badajoz ; and these instructions 
applied as well to the corps under Gen. Blake, which landed about this 
time at Ayamonte.* 

All these arrangements being made, the head quarters were again trans- 
ferred to the frontiers of Castille. They quitted Elvas on the 25th April, 
and arrived at Alameda on the 28th. Intelligence had been received that 
orders had arrived from Paris, for Massena to make an attempt to raise 
the blockade of Almeida ; in which attempt Marshal Bessi^res was to co- 
operate with part of the army of the north. t 

The enemy’s army was collected at Ciudad Rodrigo in the end of April, 
but the same fall of rain which had swelled tiie rivers in Estremadura, 
likewise swelled those in Castille, and they did not advance till the 2d May.} 
They attacked us at Fuentes de Oiioro on the 3d and 5th, but could make 
no impression upon us, and at length retired on the 10th, and the whole 
were across the Agueda on that night.§ 

In the middle of the night of the 10th, after the blockade was completely 
resumed in force, Gen. Brcnier, tlie governor of Almeida, blew up tlie 
place, and made his escape with his garrison across the bridge of Barba 
de Puerco. This event was to be attributed to a variety of unfortunate 
circumstances. 

1st ; The officer commanding the Queen’s regiment, who was close to the 
place, was not aware of the nature of the explosion which he heard, or that 
the garrison had escaped, and made no movement. 

2dly ; The officer commanding the 4th regt., who had been ordered to 
Barba de Puerco, at 1 o’clock on the 10th, when the French retired, 
missed his road ; and although the distance he had to march was only 3 
miles, he did not reach Barba de Puerco till the morning of the 11th, after 
the French had arrived there. 

3dly ; The 8th Portuguese regt. had been ordered to march from its 
cantonments at Junqa to Barba de Puerco, in case an explosion should be 
heard. These orders were obeyed; the regiment marched to Barba de 
Puerco, and arrived before the French, and before Major Gen. Campbell, 
with the 4th and 36th regts. ; but finding nothing there but a piquet of 

* See initructions to Sir W. Beresford in dinjiatch to Lord Liverpool of the 22d May (A). 

See letter to Gen. Castanoe in the same dispatch. 

t It is a curious circumstance, and shows what good intelligence we had, tliat these ac- 
counts were received at Eivas, together with accounts of the day Massena was to set out 
from Salamanca, ami our head quarters arrived at Alameda in Castille on the day before 
Massena arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo. 

} See dispatches to Lord Liver^iool of the Ut, 8th, 10th, and 15th May. 

{ The enemy never had such a superiority of numbers opposed to the British troops as 
in this action. They had all the infantry of die 4 corps which had been in Portugal, and 
all the cavalry. In addition to which they had 3 fresn regiments of cavalry, whi^ could 
not have less than 1200 men, and 900 cavalry of the Gua:^. 

We had, British cavalry .... 1,331 

. . infantry . . • • 18,000 

Portuguese cavalry • • . 300 

. . infantry • • • 10,142 

But we had two divisions, the 5th and 6th, and Gen. Pack's brigade, and the Poitugneae 
cavalry on the left, either forming or protecting the blockade, and these troops were not 
enga^. The enemy had about 5 to 1 of cavalry, and more than 2 to 1 of m&ntry 
engaged. 
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cavalry, and the Commanding officer believing that he bad mistaken the 
nature of the explosion, returned again to his cantonments.* 

The 3d and 7th divisions were ordered off to Estremadura on the 13th 
and 14th; and accounts having been received on the 15th that Soult was 
about to advance from Seville, the head quarters were again removed on 
the following day to Elvas, where they arrived on the 19th. Sir W. Beres- 
ford had invested Badajoz on both sides of the Guadiana on the 4th, and 
he broke ground on the 8th. He lost some men on the right of the river, 
in front of the tHe de pont^ on the first day, and a considerable number in 
a sortie made by the enemy on the 10th. On the 12th, the Marshal heard 
of the collection of a large body of troops by Marshal Soult, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Seville, and of their march towards Estremadura, and he 
immediately raised the siege; and, according to the instructions and 
recommendation left with them, he and the Spanish Generals collected 
their troops on the Albuera rivulet, t 

The battle of Albuera was fought on the 16th May, on th#» ground 
pointed out in those instructions. That which was most conspicuous in 
the battle of Albuera was the want of discipline of the Spaniards. These 
troops behaved with the utmost gallantry, hut it was hopeless to think of 
moving them. In the morning the enemy gained an eminence which 
commanded the whole extent of the line of the allies, which either was 
occupied, or was intended to be occupied, by the Spanish troops. The 
natural operation would have been to re-occupy this ground by means of 
the Spanish trooj)s ; but that was impossible. The British troops were 
consequently moved there ; and all the loss sustained by those troops was 
incurred in regaining a height which ought never for a moment to have 
been in possession of the enemy. J After the battle of Albuera, the enemy 
retired leisurely to Llerena and Guadalcanal. § 

It was obvious, from the immense superiority of cavalry which they 
showed in^that battle, and that, as the allies were but little superior in total 
strength, and had beaten them with difficulty, and could derive no great 
advantage from their success, it was hopeless to attack Soult in the posi- 
tion which he had taken at Llerena. There was nothing to prevent him 
from retiring upon Seville, or even upon the troops engaged in the 
blockade of Cadiz, if he should have found himself so pressed as to render 
that measure necessary ; and the arrival of reinforcements, which it will 
appear he had reason to expect, would have placed in a state of risk the 
troops which would have obliged him to take this step. But this reason- 
ing supposes that Soult would have considered himself under the necessity 
of retiring from the strong position of Llerena and Guadalcanal, in 
consequence of the measures which we might have adopted in Estre- 

* Sse dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 15th May. 

f See reports of Sir W. Beresford, enclosed in a di^atch to Lord Liverpool of the ftftd 
May. 

1 This is stated, because it has been matter of diBi)ute whether the Spaniards bad or had 
not occupied the height^ before the French were on it. They were certainly ordered to oc- 
cupy the ground, and their piquets were on it ; but it is not clear that they bad occupied 
it in stffficient strength before the French troops were on it. 

} See dispatches from Marshal Beresford, enclosed in dispatches to Lord Liverpool of 
the ftAl, 23d, and ft4th May. ' 
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madura in the end of May. 1 believe there is no foundation for this 
hypothesis. 

The allied troops, which were sent from the frontiers of Castille, and 
arrived at Campo Maior on the 23d and 24th May, were rather more than 
equal to the loss sustained in the battle of Albuera, and in the first siege 
of Badajoz. It had been obvious in the battle of Albuera, that we could 
not reckon upon the Spaniards in any affair of manoeuvre, and therefore 
that we could not rely upon them in such an operation as the attack of 
Soult’s army in the positions of Guadalcanal and Llerena.* 

But the effect of these operations, even if well executed, could only be 
to force Soult to fall back for a time ; and here the question arose whether 
it was worth while to attempt it. It was known that Drouet had marched 
with n or 19 battalions of the 9th corps, belonging to the ^Armiede PcT’- 
tugal^ from Salamanca, on the 16th or 1 1th May, destined for a reinforce- 
ment to Soult ; and it was calculated that these battalions would join Soult 
on or about the Rth June.j- 

Under these circumstances, it was deemed better not to lose the time 
between the 25th May and the 8th June by an attempt to attack Soult, 
which appeared hopeless ; and to take advantage of our superiority in the 
battle of Albuera, and in the early arrival of our reinforcements, to make 
a vigorous attack upon Badajoz. Accordingly, the place was reinvested 
on the 25th May, and tlie fire was opened on the 2d .lune.f 

There appeared every ground for belief that we should have been able 
to obtain possession of the place before the day on which it was possible 
that Soult could advance for its relief. It is certain that its possession 
depended ui)on the possession of the outwork of San*Cristoval, which 
commanded the point of attack in the castle. This outwork was deemed 
to be ill a state to be taken by storm on the 6th, and again on the 9th. 
Both attempts failed ; and the question whether Badajoz could be taken 
or not in the time which remained, during which the allied army could be 
applied to that operation, came to be one of means, upon which we were 
decidedly of opinion that we had it not in our power to take the place ; 
and therefore we raised the siege on the 10th, although we continued the 
blockade till the 11th.§ 

While the operations of the second siege of Badajoz were going on, 
accounts were received that Marshal Marmont was about to move from 
Salamanca into Estremadura, in order to aid Soult in his operations for 
the relief of Badajoz. |1 The first movements of the army were upon 
Ciudad Rodrigo, into which place Marmont introduced a convoy on the 
6th June. Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer retired across the Coa; and' Mar- 
mont then turned about, and marched through the Puerto de Banos, to 
Plasencia. Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer made a corresponding movement 

* See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 22d and 24th May. 

f See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 22d May. 

i See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 30th Mav. 

1 believe the failure in the attack upon San Cristoval is, like many other events, to 
be attributed to the want of experience in the British army : 1st ; the battery to breach the 
wall ought to have been placed on the crest of the glacis : 2dly ; if it was not, care ought 
to have been taken from the commencement to prevent the enemy from clearing the rubbish 
while the fire was continued upon the wall. 

II See dispatches to Lord Liveriiool of the 0th, 13th, and 20th June. 
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on CoBtello Branco, at which place he received intelligence of the enenajr 
having had posts on the Alagon, and the cavalry in Coria, and some doubts 
were entertained of their intention to cross the Tagus. The head of their 
army, however, crossed that river on the 12th, and arrived at Truxillo on 
the 13th; and the advanced guard was at Merida, and in communication 
with Soult, on the 15th. 

Soult had broken up from Llerena and Guadalcanal on the 12th, as soon 
as he was joined by Drouet ; and he moved upon Zafra, and his advanced 
guard to Los Santos, on the 13th. The allied army were immediately 
concentrated upon Albuera, with the exception of the 3d and 7th divisions, 
which kept the blockade of Badajoz. But the accounts of the arrival at 
Truxillo of the advanced guard of the *Armee de Portugal ’ having arrived 
at Albuera, and Soult* having made a movement from Zafra on Almen- 
dralejo, having thus shown that he knew of the arrival of that army, it was 
deemed expedient to retire across the Guadiana. 

As far as we could form a judgment, the French had at that time 
assembled in Estremadura 60,000 men, of which 7000 were cavalry. 

The British army consisted of 

Cavalry 1,671 

Infantry 11,812 

The Portuguese : 

Cavalry 900 

Infantry 12,885 

And Gen. Blake had about 8,000 men. 

The head of Sir B. Spencer’s column did not join till the 20th, the 5th 
division not till flie 24th. The strength of the whole army, when collected 
together, was : 

British infantry 25,123 

Portuguese infantry 18,926 

British cavalry 3,197 

Portuguese cavalry 1,2001 

It would have been impossible fur the allies to maintain the blockade 
of Badajoz with the strength which they could produce against that of tlie 
enemy, in the days which intervened between the 17th and 24th June ; 
nor could the allies pretend to attack the enemy in Estremadura, composed 
as they were, being, after all, even including the Spaniards and Sir B. 
Spencer, inferior in numbers, particularly of cavalry, and very inferior in 
composition. 

These circumstances were stated in a conference with Gen. Blake on 
the 14th June, at Albuera, and in a previous letter to him; and he was 
urged eitlier to co-operate with the allied British and Portuguese army, 
or, having crossed the Guadiana at Jurumenha, to move down the right 
bank, and to cross that river at Mertola, and to endeavor to obtain pos- 
session of Seville, while the enemy’s attention should be drawn to us on 
the frontier of Alentejo. Gen. Blake preferred the last operation, and he 

* Soult broughtJo Zafra little more than his advanced guard and cavaliy. The main 
body of the army marched direct from Llerena upon Almendralejo and Merida. 

•t This account includes the 5th division and Barbacena's brigade of Portuguese cavalry, 
which did not arrive at Portalegre till the 24th June. The 5th division connsted of al out 
5000 men. In tills account artillery is not included, > 
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recrossed the Guadiana on the 22d June.* But, instead of moving at once 
upon Seville, he attempted to obtain possession of Niebla on the 30th June, 
where the enemy had only 300 men, in which attempt he failed ;t and 
Soult having, towards the end of the month of June, discovered Gen. 
Blake’s movement, and detached a body of troops into. Andalusia, 
Gen. Blake embarked at Ayamonte on the 6th July.:( While this was 
going on, the allied British and Portuguese army took a position on the 
19th June between Elvas and Campo Maior. The particular object in 
taking this position was to protect those places, and to insure the arrival 
into them of the convoys of provisions and stores destined for their supply.§ 
The enemy reconnaitred the position of the army on the 22d June, but 
they never showed any inclination to attack it.|| 

The armies remained opposite to each other till the 14th July, when 
Marmont retired across the Tagus, and cantoned his army about Pla- 
scncia, &c., and along the Tagus to Talavcra ; and Drouet removed the 
.5th corps to Zafra. Before these troops separated, the allies were cer- 
tainly stronger than the enemy in infantry : the enemy were strongest in 
cavalry ; but the attack of the enemy would have answered no purpose, 
excepting to oblige them to retire from Estremadura. That object was 
likely to be accomplished without incurring the risk of an attack with 
inferior numbers of cavalry, and without exposing the troops to the incon- 
venience of making long marches in Estremadura in that season. 

The enemy having retired from Estremadura, the question regarding 
the future operations of the army was maturely considered, and it was de- 
termined to remove the seat of the war to the frontiers of Castillo.^ The 
grounds of that decision were, 

1st; That in that season we could not venture to undertake any thing 
against Badajoz. 

2dly ; That we were not strong enough to venture into Andalusia. 

3dly ; That from all the information 1 had received, the strength of the 
northern army was less than that of the south, and that the ‘ Armec de 
Portugal^* which was destined to oppose us in whatever point we should 
direct our operations, was not likely to be so strongly supported in the 
north as in the south. In this supposition I was mistaken. The army 
of the north, even before the reinforcements arrived, was stronger than 
that in the south ; but it must be observed that there is nothing so diffi- 
cult as to obtain information of the enemy’s numbers in Spain. There 
is but little communication between one town and another ; and although 
the most minute account of numbers which have passed through one 
town can always be obtained, no information can be obtained of 'what is 
passing in the next. To this add, that the disposition of the Spaniards 
naturally leads them to exaggerate the strength and success of themselves 
and their friends, and to despise that of the enemy, and it will not be 
matter of surprise that we should so often have been misinformed re- 
garding the enemy’s numbers. 

* See diipatch to Lord Liverpool of the 22d June. 

f See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 11th July. 

1 See dispatch to Lord Liver^l of the IStli July. 

6 See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 20th and 27th June, and 4th July. 

[I See dispatches of the 18th and 25th July. 

qf See dispatch to Lord Lnerpool of the I8th July. 
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The first intention was to remain in the cantonments of the Alentejo, 
which had been taken up as soon as Marmont had retired, till the train 
and stores should have been brought up from Oporto, to make the attack 
upon Ciudad Rodrigo. The march of the troops would consequently 
not have taken place till the beginning of September. The movement 
was made in the end of July and beginning of August, for the following 
reasons. 

In the end of July it was discovered, that notwithstanding Marshal 
Bessi^res had evacuated the Asturias and Astorga when Marmont moved 
into Estremadura in the beginning of July, and had thereby increased 
the disposable force under his command, Don Julian had been so suc- 
cessful in the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, that up to that moment the 
enemy had not been able to keep open any communication with the place, 
or to supply it at all with provisions. 

A return of the supplies in the place, when it was left by Marmont in 
the beginning of June, had likewise been intercepted, from which it 
appeared that the provisions would be exhausted by the 20th Aug.* It 
was therefore determined to send the army across the Tagus Immedi- 
ately, and to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo, if it should not have been sup- 
plied ; and if it should, to canton the army in Lower Beira, till the train 
and stores should have arrived. t We did not receive intelligence that the 
place had been supplied till we went so forward as to disclose our design 
against the place. But there were two other reasons for taking up can- 
tonments for the summer in Castille rather than in Lower Beira : one 
was, that in Castille we could procure supjdies of provisions, which we 
much wanted, and we could procure none in Beira ; the other was, that 
by threatening Ciudad Rodrigo, we were likely to relieve Galicia, and 
Gen. Abadia’s army, from the attack with which both were threatened by 
the army of the north. 

We accordingly made the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo in the first week 
in August, and continued it from that time forward. Tlie train for the 
siege would have arrived at Almeida in the first week of September.f 
But before that period, accounts were received of the arrival in Spain of 
the enemy’s reinforcements. It was also discovered by an intercepted 
return of the army of the north, that they were much stronger than they 
had been supposed in July, when the plan was determined upon to make 
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo.§ Under these circumstances, and as Al- 
meida was not in a state to give security to the heavy train and its stores, 
it was determined not to bring the equipment forward, and to confine 
our efforts to the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo. || 

In the third week of September, the enemy collected the whole army 
of the north (with the exception of Bond’s division, which observed 
Abadia’s movements on the side of Galicia), and 2 divisions from Na- 

k 

* See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the Ist Aug. 

f See dispatch to Lord Liveqiool of the 8th Aug. 

i See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 14th and 2lBt Aug. 

§ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 28th Aug. for the accounts of the enemy’s rein- 
forceinents and strength. See dispatches written to Lord Liverpool in September. 

II For the account of all that passed in respect to putting Ali^eida in a state of repair, 
see dispatch to Lord Liverpool of tlic 0th Aug. The place is now yearly entiiely re-esta- 
blished as a place d'armei. 
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?arre, which had recently come from Calabria, and 5 divisions, and all 
the cavalry of the ^Armee de Portugal^* to escort a convoy to Ciudad 
Rodrigo.* They had not less than 60,000 men,t of which more than 
6000 were cavalry, to which we could oppose about 40,000. If we had 
fought a battle to maintain the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, we must 
have had the river Agueda and the place in our rear ; and if defeated, a 
retreat was impossible. 

Although we did not fight a battle to protect the blockade of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, the army was assembled on the left of the Agueda, and a partial 
engagement, highly honorable to the troops, was fought at El Bodon on 
the 25th Sept. The object of taking a position so near to the enemy was 
to force them to show their army. This was an object, because the 
people of the country, as usual, believed and reported that the enemy 
were not so strong as we knew them to be ; and if they had not seen the 
enemy’s strength, they would have entertained a very unfavorable opinion 
of the British army, which it was desirable to avoid. This object was 
accomplished by the operations at the close of September. 

Although the removal of the army from the Alentojo did not accomplish 
all the objects which were in view when the movement was made, it had 
the effect of obliging the enemy to collect their whole force for the relief 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, and to abandon all their other operations and objects. J 
The army of the north were obliged to discontinue their operations 
against Abadia, and still further, to call to their assistance 2 divisions 
which had recently arrived from Calabria, and were employed in Navarre 
against the guerrilla Mina. Mina’s success in Navarre has consequently 
been extraordinary, and his numbers have rapidly increased. 

After the operations for the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, it was deter- 
mined to persevere in the same system till the enemy should make some 
alteration in the disposition of their force, and to continue to threaten 
Ciudad Rodrigo with an attack, in order to keep a large force of the 

* See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 29th Sept. 

j- Besides these 60,000 men, Gen. Foy was at Plasencia with one division of the ‘Armee 
de Portugal^' and some 1roo}M of (he army of the centre, with which he rn-oi)craled with 
Marinoiit, and actually ascended the mountdiiis by the Pass of Perales and Po\o on our 
right. For the state of the stiongtli of the allied army in the field, see the AJvrmng State, 
sent to Lord Liverpool every week since the month of July, 'i'he 2d and Gen. Hamiltoirs 
divisions of iiifantry and the 2d division of cavalry have always been in the Aleiitejo, 
with the exception of Gen. De Giey's brigade of the latter, while it continued on the 
Btiength of that division of cavalry. 

I See dispatch fium Sir U. Douglas, of the 5th Sept. 

Theie is nothing more comical than the lies published in the Maniteur about the expedi> 
tioii to relieve Ciudad Uodiigo, excepting that our newspapers don't notice them. It is 
not ])ossihle that either Mainioiit or Dorsenne could have written such nonsense as has 
appeared with their names affixed to it. They say that they iieaid of our approach to tlie 
Coa 111 the beginning of September; we approached the Coa on the 6th Aug., and they 
knew it at Salamanca on the 1 4th. They then say, tliat in consequence of this knowledge, 
acquired in the beginning of September, Dorsenne attacked Galicia; he attacked Abadia 
in Galicia on the 25th Aug. Mannont then took 4 guns on the 25(h Sept. ; hut he forgets 
to say that we retook the only 2 which he had taken for a moment. The comical fiart 
of that story is, that Major Gordon, who was in the French head quarters on the 26lh, 
offered to lay a wager that the Montteur would mention that the guns hod been taken, but 
would omit the sequel of the story. (See Appendix, No. XVI.) 

See the disiiatcnes and Morning Statea sent to Lord Liverpool in October, November, 
and December. 
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enemy employed to observe our operations, and to prevent them from 
undertaking any operation elsewhere. 

To this system we were foroed, not less by the relative strength of the 
two armies, than by the extraordinary sickness of our own troops. All the 
soldiers who had recently arrived from England, and all those who had 
been in Walcheren, and vast numbers of officers, were attacked by fever, 
not of a very violent description, but they were rendered unable to per- 
form any duty, and those who recovered relapsed upon making any 
exertions. Even if an opportunity had offered, therefore, for undertaking 
any thing on this side, the unfortunate state of the army would have pre- 
vented it. 

It would not have answered to remove the army to the frontiers of 
Estremadura, where a chance of effecting some important object might 
have offered ;* as in that case Gen. Abadia would have been left to him- 
self, and would have fallen an easy sacrifice to the army of the north. We 
availed ourselves of the opportunity which offered of striking a blow 
against Girard in Estremadura, by which the country between the Tagus 
and the Guadiana was relieved from the enemy, f 

But little notice has been taken in this memorandum of the operations 
of the Spaniards, which having been confined principally to the eastern 
coast of the Peninsula, have been but little influenced by those on the 
western side. Tortosa was surrendered by treachery on the 2d .Jan., as 
Lerida had been but a short time before. The troops under Suchet then 
prepared to attack Tarragona, which place was taken by storm on the 
28th .lune. 

In the course of the winter it had appeared, by an intercepted letter, 
to be Sdult’s intention to attack Carthagena, in order to be prepared to 
attack Valencia on both sides in concert with Suchet. He attempted to 
carry this intention into execution in the month of July, after he had 
obliged Gen, Blake to embark at Ayamonte. Gen. Blake, however, went 
with his army by sea to the coast of Murcia, and landed it there in 
August, while Soult moved in that direction by Granada. It appears 
that Gen. Blake quitted the army as soon as it had formed a junction with 
the army of Murcia, called the 3d army, and he proceeded to Valencia, 
leaving Gen. Freyre in the command of the troops in Murcia. The 
French advanced from Granada, but the Spaniards did not retreat in time, 
and their loss was very great. J They had time, however, to re-assemble 
their dispersed divisions, and the people in Murcia took arms ; and partly 
on this account, partly on account of the prevalence of the yellow fever 
at Carthagena and throughout Murcia, and partly because the movement 
of the allied British and Portuguese army upon Ciudad Rodrigo rendered 
necessary a concentration of the French forces in the Peninsula, Soult 
returned to the westward, and arrived at Seville on the 17th Sept,§ 

In the mean time, Suchet, having been^ joined by reinforcements from 

* See Sir H. Douglas s dispatch of the 29th Oct., in answer to a question upon that 
point. 

iw See dispatch to Lord Liveipoul of 6th Nov. 

i See disiNitch to Lord Liverpool of ISih Sept. 

See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 9th Oct. 
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France, and having dispersed the troops which Gen. Lacy had attempted 
to collect in Catalonia, penetrated into the kingdom of Valencia.* Gen. 
Blake had been since August preparing for the. defence of that city, and 
he collected there the army of Valencia, and others from Aragon and 
Catalonia; and latterly, Gen. Mahy marched from Murcia to join him 
with the troops which Gen. Blake had brought from Cadiz, and a part 
of the 3d army, i. e, that of Murcia. Suchet having gained possession 
of Oropesa, commenced an attack on the castle of Saguntum on the 29th 
Sept.-(* He made several attempts to obtain possession of this castle by 
storm, in all of whi<!h he failed ; and at last, having brought up a few 
heavy guns, he broke ground regularly before the place, and made a 
breach in its wall. He made several attempts to carry the breach by 
storm, in all of which he failed. 

As soon as Gen. Blake was joined at Valencia by the troops from 
Murcia, under Gen. Mahy,^ he moved out from Valencia on the 24th 
Oct., and on the 25th attacked Suchet, and was defeated, with the loss of 
some prisoners and 8 ])ieccs of cannon. The French immediately sum- 
moned the garrison of Saguntum to surrender, which they did upon 
capitulation. Suchet advanced upon Valencia, and it is understood that 
he opened his fire upon a part of the intrenched position occupied by 
Blake in front of the town on the 25th Nov. § It is likewise stated, that 
on the 2d Dec. there was a severe action at Valencia, in which the French 
suffered considerably. 

Ibese circumstances, and the movement of Marmont’s army towards 
Toledo, as is supposed, to aid Suchet, have induced us to make prepara- 
tions for the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. By these measures we shall bring 
Marmont back, and probably oblige the army of the north to re-ossemble. 

Since Suchet has been in Valencia, the guerrillas have been very active 
and enterprising in Aragon and Navarre. Mina defeated a detachment 
of 1100 men, sent against him, only 3 of whom escaped; and, besides 
other advantages of small amount, he and the Empecinado, and Duran, 
having joined, it is reported that Uiey had taken the garrison of Daroca, 
consisting of 2400 men. 

When Gen. Blake embarked on the 6th July from the mouth of the 
Ciuadiana, he left there Gen. Ballesteros with a division of troops, which 
likewise embarked, and went to the Sierra de Honda on the 24th Aug. || 
He has been very successful against the French by his light operations in 
rear of the army, blockading Cadiz ; and he has always a secure retreat 
open upon Gibraltar.^ In order to aid Gen. Ballesteros, and to give ad- 
ditional security to Tarifa, Col. Skerrett, with about 1200 men, was de- 
tached thither from Cadiz on the 1 0th Oct. By this measure the French 
were obliged to retire from San Roque on the night of the 21st Oct., in 
which position they had kept Ballesteros blockaded under the guns of 

* See diapatch to Lord Liverpool of 23d Oct. 
f See diepatch to Lord Liveriiool of 6th Nov. 
i See dispatches to Lord Liver|iool of 13th, 20th, and 27th Nov. 

& See dispatclies to Lord Liverpool of 4th, 12th, 18th, and 23 th Deo. 
f| See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 4th Sept. 

% See dispatch to Lord Liven)ool of 23d Oct. 

VOL. V, 2 G 
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Gibraltar; and Ballesteros did them much mischief in their retreat, and 
in a subsequent attack which he made upon one of their detachments at 
Bomos.* lie was afterwards again obliged to retire in the end of No- 
vember under protection of the guns of Gibraltar ; and Col. Skerrett, and 
the Spanish General Copons, to Tarifa. The object of the French on 
this occasion was to attack Tarifa, while they should keep Ballesteros 
blockaded.! But they had commenced to retire on the 12th Dec. 

From this memorandum it will be seen, that if the Spaniards had be- 
haved with common prudence, or if their conduct had been even tolerably 
good, the result of Massena’s campaign in Portugal must have been the 
relief of the south of the Peninsula. 

We had to contend with the consequences of the faults of some, the 
treachery of others, and the folly and vanity of all. But although our 
success lias not been what it might and ought, we have at least lost no 
ground, and with a handful of British troops fit for service we have kept 
the enemy in check in all quarters since the month of March. 

Till now they have gained nothing, and have made no progress on any 
side. It is to be apprehended that they will succeed in Valencia; but 
I believe there is no man who knows the state of affairs in that province, 
and has read Suchet’s account of his action with Blake on the 25th Oct., 
who does not believe that, if Blake had not fought that action, Valencia 
would have been safe. Are the English Ministers and Generals respon- 
sible for the blunders of Blake ? 

Iiiitructions tu General officers commanding divisions employed in the siege of Ciudad 

Rodrigo. Gallegos, 1st Jan. 1812. 

The Commander of the Forces proposes to attack Ciudad Rodrigo ; and 
in order that the troops may suffer as little as possible from exposure to 
the weather, he intends that the operations shall be carried on by each of 
the divisions of the army employed, alternately, for 24 hours. 

Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade, with the exception of the 4th caqadores, will 
do duty with the Light division. 

The 4th caqadores will do duty with the 1st division. 

* See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 13tb Nov. 
t See dispatch to l»rd Liverpool of 25th Dec. 


G. O. Freneda. Ut Jan. ISIS. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has great satisfaction in communicating to the army 
letters from the Sec. of State, and from H. R. H. the Commander in Chief, conveying the 
commands of H. R. H the Prince Regent on the recent ezpeditiou into Estremadura, under 
the command of Lieut. Gen. Hill. 

5. 

6. The Commander of the Forces requests the officer- commanding the — regt., and 
the officers commanding regiments in general, to call the attention of the troops in a very 

partiOnlaT manner to the crime of which serj. and a party of soldiers of the — 

regt. under his command were guilty. It has gfiven the Commander of the Forces the 
greatest concern to receive frequent reports lately of the outrages committed by the soldiers 
of the army oo the inhabitants of the country ; he 5a happy, however, to find, that these out- 
rages have^ in general, been committed by thow who have been a short time with the army ; 
airi he trusts that when they shall become acquainted with the good qualities of the inha- 
bitants, and when they shall have found that they cannot commit these mmes with im- 
punity, they will cease to commit them. The Commander of the Forces is cUstermined to 
caixy teto execution, in every instance, the sentence of a Geneipl GourtMartial, whatever 
it may be, on any soldier wb does any injury to an inhabitant of the Peninsula. 
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When a division is ordered for the duty of the siege, each of the batta- 
lions belonging to it is to march from its cantonments before daylight in 
the morning. The troops from Uie several cantonments of the division 
separately, by the shortest and most convenient route, which the General 
officers commanding divisions arc requested to ascertain. The troops will 
be able to cross at the fords above La Caridad, and all the fords below the 
ford of Los Carboneros inclusive. The troops are to have with them a 
day’s provisions cooked, and they are to be followed by two days’ spirits, 
and no other baggage. 

A sufficient number of men to cook the provisions for tlie day tlie divi- 
sion is relieved are to be left in the cantonments. 

As soon as the first battalion of the relieving division shall arrive on 
the ground, the General officer commanding the divisi(»n which has per- 
formed the duty for the preceding 24 hours, will commence the relief, 
by sending off to their cantonments a proportionate number of troops, 
those of course first which have the greatest distance to go to their canton- 
ments, and the relief will proceed in proportion as the troops shall arrive. 

Tlie chief engineer will require daily from each division 20 miners and 
30 artificers, or persons accustomed to work, with a proportion of non- 
commissioned officers. 

Tliese men will be fixed upon before the troops march from their can- 
tonments, and are to be placed under his directions (with a list of their 
names and the regiments to which they belong) on the arrival of tlie troops 
on the ground. 

Each regiment is to take along with it the intrenching tools belonging 
to it. 

There will be orderg daily respecting the workin^; parties, covering 
parties, guards, &c. 

The musket and rifle ammunition attached to the Light division is to 
be taken to the ground the first day, and remain there. The 9 pounders 
attached to Uie 4th division will likewise be taken to the ground on the 
first day, and remain tliere. The artillerymen are to be relieved daily, 
by those belonging to the brigades and troops attached to the 1st, 4th, 
and Light divisions. 

The Engineers will order to the ground a sufficiency of cutting tools, 
to enable those men not immediately on duty to supply themselves with 
firewood. These tools to be handed over from the relieved to the re- 
lieving division. 

Each division to be attended by the medical staff belonging to it. A 
place will be fixed upon to which men who may be wounded are to be 
carried to be dressed, and means will be provided for removing them from 
thence to their cantonments. 


Memorandum for Mr. Bitsett, Lieut. Col. Fletcher, and Major Dickson. 

Freneda, Ist Jan. 1^12, 

1. The cars sent by Gen. Alava, now employed in collecting at Las 
Agallas the fascines, gabions, and pickets, made by the Light and 3d 
divisions, and all the cars at the cantonments occupied by the Light divi- 
sion and Major Gen. Colville’s brigade in the 3d division, to rendezvous 

2 G 2 
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at Las Agallas on the 5th, to be loaded with gabions, and fascines, and 
pickets on the same day, and to move on the following morning to Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

2. Lieut. Col. Fletcher will charge the officer of engineers at Las 
Agallas with the management of this concern. 

3. The 90 cars unemployed and in readiness (see separate memo- 
randum), and the 60, expected to arrive this day, are to be sent on the 2d 
to Almeida ; 50 of them are to be loaded with the small stores required 
by Major Dickson, 106 must be loaded with what is required by Col. 
Fletclier, and to move on the 3d to Gallegos. 

4. All the carts in the cantonments occupied by the 3d division, except 
Major Gen. Colville's brigade, by the 4th division, including those sent 
by Gen. Alava and Gen. Pack’s brigade, by Major Gen. Stopford’s bri- 
gade, and the 40 carts expected from Don Julian, are to rendezvous at 
Gallegos on the 5th, on which day they are to be loaded with fascines and 
gabions. 

5. The 16 cars at Salices are to be loaded with fascines and gabions on 
the 5th. 

6. The 50 carts which will have brought the small stores of the’ artil- 
lery to Gallegos (see separate memorandum) on the 3d, are to be un- 
loaded the same day, and to be loaded at Gallegos with fascines and 
gabions. 

*7. The carts mentioned in the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6tli articles, are to move 
to Ciudad Rodrigo, loaded with engineers* stores and materials, on the 6th. 

8. The mules (50) in the engineers’ department to be sent on the 2d 
to Almeida, to be loaded with engineers* tools, and to proceed on the 3d 
to Gallegos, on the 4th to return to Almeida for the remainder of the 
tools, on the 5th to Gallegos, and on the 6th to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

9. 53 mules with the 1st division. 


48 . . 

3d .. 

51 .. 

4th 

68 . . 

7th .. 

102 . . 

Light . . 


to proceed to Almeida on the 3d, and to be loaded with powder and shot 
in their proper proportions, and to proceed on the 4th to Gallegos. 

10. The gun bullocks now grazing at and in the neighbourhood of 
Celorico to go to Almeida as soon as possible, to draw the guns from 
Almeida to Gallegos on the , and from Gallegos to Ciudad Rodrigo 
on the 

11. In proportion as the mules belonging to the reserve ammunition of 
the 5th and 6th divisions and cavalry shall arrive at Almeida with powder 
and shot from Villa da Ponte, they are to be loaded with powder and shot 
in their due proportions, and sent on the first day to Gallegos, and on the 
second to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

• 12. ‘ The carts now employed with Major Sturgeon, and the new carts, 
are to be sent to Almeida as soon as he shall have done with them, to be 
loaded with powder and shot in their due proportions, and to carry those 
articles to Gallegos, there lay them down, return*' the following day to 
Almeida, and the following day bring fresh loads to Gallegos. 
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13. The mulea mentioned in the 9th and 1 1 th articles will be em- 
ployed to carry this powder and shot forward from Gallegos to Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

14. The carts mentioned in the let, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th articles, ore to 
return to Gallegos and Las Agallas on the day after they shall have quitted 
those places, to be reloaded with fascines, gabions, &c., and to proceed on 
the following day to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

N.B. It is desirable that the mules mentioned in tlie 9th article should 
lodge the ammunition (small arm) at the following places on their way to 
Almeida : 

lliat of the 1st division, Alameda. 

3d and 4th ditto, Gallegos. 

7th ditto, Sabugal. 

Light ditto, Guinaldo. 

Memonudum for Mr. Bisiett, Lieut. Col. Fletcher, and Major Dickion. 

Freneda, let Jan. 1812. 

90 cars are now at Freneda, and 66 expected from Brig. Alava, to be 
sent on the 2d to Almeida to be loaded; 106 with engineers’ stores and 
50 with small stores of the artillery, to carry these articles on the 3d to 
Gallegos, return on the 4tli to Almeida and load with powder and shot ; 
return on the 5th to Gallegos and lay down the powder and shot, and to 
be reloaded with engineers’ stores, to proceed to Ciudad Rodrigo on 
the 6th. 

Tu the Rt Hon. the Secretary at War. Freneda, Ut Jan. 1812. 

1 have the honor to enclose a list of medicines and materials required 
for the service of the army in this country ; and 1 will thank your Lord- 
ship to give directions that this requisition may be immediately at- 
tended to. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, l>t Jan. 1812. 

The division of the ^•Armie de Portugedy cantoned about the sources of 
the Tormes, broke up with precipitation on the 26th Dec., and marched 
in the direction of Avila ; and it is reported that the division cantoned at 
Avila were making preparations to march likewise ; but they had not 
marched on the 29th. 1 have not yet heard that the ^Armh de PortugaV 

have passed Talavera. They have their posts still at Navalmoral. 

I have received reports that the cavalry of the Guard had returned to 
France, and that the infantry of the Guard had likewise moved from Val- 
ladolid in a northerly direction. 1 conclude that all these movements 
have for their object to support Suchet’s operations in Valencia; or even 
to co-operate with him, by keeping in check the guerrillas from whom he 
has received so much injury. I propose, therefore, to make an attack 
upon Ciudad Rodrigo, in which, if 1 should not succeed, 1 shall at least 
bring back some of the troops of the army of the north and the ^Armee de 
Portugal and shall so far relieve the guerrillas and the Spanish armies in 
Valencia. 

I have had no accounts upon which I can rely, of the stale of affairs at 
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Valencia since the 20th Not. ; but I hear from Madrid that Suchet was 
still before the place on the 10th of last month. 

Lieut. Gen. Hill moved on the 24th and 25th Dec., but 1 have not yet 
heard of his arrival at Merida. 

Since 1 addressed your Lordship on the 25th Dec., I have received the 
dispatches from Cadiz which had not then reached me. It appears that 
Col. Skerrett had, at the requisition of Gen. Ballesteros, embarked at 
Algeziras on tlie 29th Nov., and had gone to Gibraltar to aid Gen. Bal- 
lesteros in an attack upon the enemy. He had however returned to 
Tarifa on the 2d Dec., having learned from an intercepted letter that the 
enemy’s object was certainly to endeavor to obtain possession of that post. 
They had made no attack upon it on the 13th Dec. ; and Gen. Castanus, 
who had letters from Cadiz of the 20tli, informs me that Gen. Ballesteros 
was at Los dos Barrios, according to the last account. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Freneda, 2d Jan. 1612. 

Mr. Stuart has communicated to me your letter to him of the 28th 
Dec. last, upon which I think it proper to give you some instructions. 

As the officer commanding His Majesty’s troops at Lisbon, you %ught 
to have no official communication with any person, excepting myself, and 
the Lieutenant General commanding tlie Portuguese troops in the province 
of Estremadura, under whose command you must necessarily be, and with 
whom you were directed to communicate by my letter of the 23d June, 
1809. 

Even the Commanding officer of His Majesty’s troops in this country 
is ordered to have no communication with Uie servants of the Portuguese 
or Spanish governments, excepting through His Majesty’s minister at 
tlieir Courts respectively ; and I have been most cautious in abstaining 
from any communication with the Portuguese government, on any concern 
of the British army, excepting through Mr. Villiers or Mr. Stuart. 

According to the rules for the conduct of the military service, all your 
communications with Mr. Stuart or the Admiral, or any other indepen- 
dent British authority, should be carried on through me; but tliese 
authorities, as well as 1, have thought it most convenient for the King’s 
service that you should communicate directly with them respectively ; and 
it is desirable tliat this practice should continue. 

But I am particularly anxious that the King’s commands in regard to 
all communications with the servants of the Portuguese and Spanish 
governments should be strictly adhered to ; and that you should have no 
communication, upon a public subject, with any servant of the Portu- 
guese government (excepting the Lieutenant General commanding in the 
province of Estremadura) unless through His Majesty’s minister at 
Lisbon. 

In regard to the Spanish minister at Lisbon, you have nothing to say to 
him, nor he to you, on any public subject. If you conceive that you 
have any reason to complain of any Spanish officer or soldier at Lisbon, 
you will make your complaint known to the Lieutenant General of the 
province ; if of any other individual of the Spanish detion, you will state 
tlie case to His Majesty’s minister at Lisbon, who will make such repre- 
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senlations on the subject as he may think proper to the Portuguese 
government. 

I write to the Portuguese government in regard to the Spanish troops 
casually at Lisbon being considered independent of the Lieutenant General 
commanding in the province of Estremadura. 

I have sent to Gen. Castahos regarding the order to the Spanish ofScer 
commanding the Spanish detachments at that place, to have his troops 
paraded in order that the soldier may be pitched upon who committed the 
outrage on the serjeant of the Cliasseurs Britanniques, and 1 have been 
assured that it was sent, and that it will he repeated. 

I will, however, let you know when 1 shall hear that the government 
have settled that all the Spanish detachments at Lisbon are placed, as 
they ought to be, under the general superintendence of the Lieutenant 
General cominandiiig in the province of Estremadura. 

Tu His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 2d Jan. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 28th Dec. I think the proclamation 
drawn by Dr. Nogueira will answer ; and it ought to be completed at an 
early period. 

I clearly understand Dr. Nogueira’s plan on the paper money ; and it 
is evident that the paper money must be stamped whenever it comes into 
the possession of the government ; that a year’s interest must be paid at a 
time ; and that the paper must have been a year out of the hands of the 
government before any interest is due upon it. I'his is the constitution 
of paper money ; and the holders of these securities have no right to 
expect that the government will alter this constitution for their benefit. 

The question remaining to be discussed is, from what time the Portu- 
guese government will resume the practice directed by the Alvara of the 
23d July, 1797 I 

The first point for information is, whether the government have con- 
tinued to stamp the paper in proportion as it has passed through their 
hands, since they have discontinued the payment of the interest. If they 
have, there will be no difficulty in commencing now to pay the interest 
on all the paper money now in circulation, excepting the want of money 
in the hands of the Junta dc Juros, If they have not been in the habit of 
stamping the paper money, and it is now to go through the process of 
being stamped, it is obvious that, under the law, the measure of paying 
the interest, from which measure alone 1 expect that any advantage will 
be derived, must be delayed for twelve months ! 

I rather believe, however, that they have been in the habit of stamjung 
the paper on every occasion on which it has passed through the hands of 
the officers of the government ; and if this be true, 1 earnestly urge them 
to begin paying the interest due upon the paper from the beginning of 
this month. If they adopt that measure, 1 shall order that all the interest 
due upon the paper in the hands of the commissariat shall be remitted, or, in 
other words, that our paper shall go to the Treasury to be stamped. 

I don’t see any reason, however, why all the paper which may, at any 
time hereafter, come into our hands, should of course go to the Treasury 
to be stamped ; and I shall not consent to that part of the arrangement. 
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In urging the government to commence paying the interest in the 
beginning of this month, 1 shall appear unreasonably tenacious of my own 
opinion against the clear statements and reasoning of Dr. Nogueira^s 
paper. But 1 am of opinion, that when a government propose to act on 
the principle of good faith towards their creditors, and see the necessity 
of taking measures to support the credit of their paper currency, they 
should lose no time about it : they should carry into execution without 
delay the principle, whatever it is, on which they propose to act. 

1 am clearly of opinion that a country, in the situation in which Por- 
tugal is, should consider the maintenance of her military establishments, 
and the defence of the country, the first objects, because upon these 
depend not only the credit of the government, but the existence of the 
inhabitants. But after a sufficient revenue has been raised to defray the 
expense of the military establishments, then the pecuniary credit of the 
government becomes an object of anxiety. The measures to find funds 
to support that credit then take their natural station in the order of the 
duties of the government of the Kingdom ; and when once it is deter- 
mined to pay the interest of the debts of the state, and on the paper money 
in circulation, the funds to pay that interest must be first provided for. 

I contend for it, therefore, that if the Junta de Juros have not funds 
sufficient to defray the interest due, some of the civil establishments 
should be put down in order to supply the Junta with funds sufficient, 
after it has been determined that it is expedient to pay the interest, of 
which no man entertains a doubt. 

I have already informed the government how important it is to the 
financial concerns of this army, and to enable the British government to 
pay the subsidy, that the Governors of the Kingdom should come to a 
right decision upon this subject ; and 1 have only to add, that if this de- 
cision does not raise the credit of the paper money, I must prevent the 
commissariat from receiving those securities in payment for the purchase 
of bills upon England. 

In regard to the estimates for the army for the month of January, 1 
refer you to a letter which I wrote on the 31st Dec. to Sir W. Beresford. 

1 am aware that an estimate is not an account ; but the only way to put a 
stop to extravagance and waste, is to look close into the estimate of any 
expense, and to endeavor to bring it as near as possible to the real expense. 

I am glad to find that you reckon upon your 600 emtos only for 1he 
expenses of January. 

To J. Dissetf, Ksq., CommiMary General. Freneda, 3d Jan. 1813, 3 p.ii. 

Gen. Alava has just informed me that 45 carts have arrived here, of 
which we had before no intelligence. 1 have desired that they may go to 
Almeida to-morrow, to be employed next day in the manner pointed out 
in the separate memorandum of the 1st inst, for the cars on the 4th, 5th, 
and 6th inst. 

Gen. Pack has been with me this day, and tells me, that unless we can 
assist him either with money or provisions, he ^ust go to the rear. 
Could you let him have as much as 3000 dollars, •which I should take 
care should be repaid Acre .by the Portuguese government? 
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You are aware that we feed a Spanish battalion of 800 men in the pro- 
vince of Tras os Montes. Could we without inconvenience feed another 
battalion in the same province ? 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 3d Jon. 1812. 

I enclose my last dispatch. I propose to invest Ciudad Rodrigo on the 
6ih, and to break ground, if possible, on that night. The weather is, 
however, now very bad ; the whole country being covered with snow. 
Hill was very near surprising Dombrowski at Merida on the 30th. 

Since I wrote .to you last, 1 find that La Pena’s brother did not bring a 
letter from the Spanish government for King Joseph, but a verbal com- 
munication to the purport I mentioned. He has, however, been afraid to 
go and deliver the message ; but 1 don’t know for what reason he was 
not made to write it down, as CastaTios intended he should, and then send 
it by anotJier hand. 

A.G, io Capi, Poppleton, Commandant, Celorico, 3d Jan. 1812. 

Your letter and enclosures relative to Assist. Provost have been laid 

before the Commander of the Forces. 1 am to remark, that it appears irregular 
when an officer lias been placed under close arrest for serious charges as alleged, 
that you should think he could be released to do his duty until the same are de- 
cided on. You will be pleased to appoint a good serjeant to act as Assist. Provost 
until further orders. You will likewise call on Assist. Provost for an expla- 

nation of his conduct, reading to him the enclosed papers, and returning them to 
me, with what he has to urge in his defence. 

I conclude that dnimmer — has not been punished, nor 400 

lashes inflicted on him, for striking a market woman. He is not to receive this 
punishment, but await further orders. 

To Don F. X. Costanos. Freneda, 4th Jan. 1812. 

I have perused the letter from Don Carlos de Espaha, which your Ex- 
cellency put into my hand yesterday, in regard to the distresses of the 
troops under his command ; and I am much concerned that they are oT a 
nature to induce that officer to desire to relinquish his situation, more 
particularly as it is entirely out of my power to adopt any of the measures 
which he proposes for their relief. 

Don Carlos de Espaha must have known that I had not the command 
of money in sufficient sums even for the wants of the troops under my 
command ; he must have known that I have been obliged to send 3 divi- 
sions and almost all the cavalry of this army to the rear, because 1 am 
unable at present to feed them in front. And I am astonished,' that on 
the eve of a great operation, which will require the exertion of every 


G. O. Freneda, 3il Jan. ISIS. 

2. The working parties, including the masons of the regiments of the British and Por- 
tuguese lines, now working at Almeida, are to join their corps to-morrow, and are to be die- 
continued from that time. 

3^ The carpenters, sawyers, smiths, and wheelwrights, working at Almeida under the 
G. O. of the 18th Nov., are to remain tliere till further orders. 


A. 6. O. Freneda, 8d Jen. 1818. 

The Commander of the Forces requests to have a return of the number of miners in the 
several regiments in the 1st, 3d, 4tli, and Light divisions, and Gen. Pack's brigade. Like- 
wise to have a list of the names of any officers disposed to act as engineers. 
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disciplined soldier who can be brought to the front, he should propose 
that 1 should be called upon to supply money, which he knows I have 
not, or food, which he knows I cannot get, for the support of 4000 re- 
cruits. 800 of these recruits are now in Tras os Montes, and are sup- 
plied by a British Commissary attached to them at great inconvenience 
and expense. I am willing to undertake to supply 800 more with pro- 
visions, provided they are sent into Tras os Montes, and provided a 
sufficient number of mules are attached to and sent with them, to carry 
the supplies which they will require from the magazine at S. JoAo da 
Pesqueira to the station which these troops will occupy in Tras os Montes. 

I have to inform your Excellency, that I have received intelligence 
that 4000 great coats, and other articles for 4000 men, being part of tlie 
requisition made by Don Carlos de Espana for these same men, have been 
embarked in the Thames, and may be expected daily at Oporto. J con- 
clude, however, that as Don Carlos proposes that these men should be 
disbanded, he will not now require these articles. 

To ilie Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 4th Jon. 1818. 

I have the honor to enclose copies of my correspondence with Don 
Carlos de Espana in the month of November last; also of the letters 
which have lately passed between me and Gen. Castaiios on the subject of 
the application of the Minister at War, that Gen. Hill’s corps should 
make a forward movement, with the object of creating a diversion in 
favor of Gen. Ballesteros. 

P. S. I likewise enclose the copy of a letter from Don Carlos de Espana, 
which Gen. Castaiios put into my hands yesterday, on the subject of the 
destitute state of the division under his command ; and the copy of my 
answer to Gen. Castaiios. 

MemoiBoduin. Freneda, 4th Jan. 1812. 

1. 80 carts only of those which left Almeida yesterday, and arc now at 
Gallegos, to be sent back to Almeida, to be there loaded with articles for 
Col. Fletcher, and to proceed to Gallegos on the 6th. 

2. 40 carts of those now at Gallegos to come to Freneda on the 5th, to 
be loaded with stores of Col. Fletcher’s at Freneda, and to go to Gallegos 
on the 6th. 

3. The 45 carts which were sent to Almeida this morning, to be loaded 
with powder and shot, and to go to Gallegos on the 5th, and there re- 
main; the powder and shot being laid down at Gallegos. 

4. All the carts which shall go to Gallegos, excepting the 80 and 40 
ordered away by the 1st and 2d articles of this memorandum, to be de- 
tained there, and loaded with materials 4 and stores of the engineers’ 
department. 


The A.G, to Dr, BoHo»y Dep, Inspector of hospitals. 4ib Jaa. 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 3d inst., relative to purveyors’ clerks being 
allowed servant money in like manner with hospital mates, Jt am to acquaint you 
that his Excellency’s pleasure has been taken upon the sulfect, and it cannot be 
ullowcd. 
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To Lieut Gen. Chraliam* IVeneda, 5th Jan. 1813; 10 a.m. 

I enclose a letter received from Avila yesterday. According to Grant's 
accounts, I should imagine that there is still one division on the Upper 
Tormes, and at Avila. 

1 enclose the intercepted letter which we have not been able to decipher. 

I am very much afraid that we shall not be able to invest the place till 
the 8th ; but 1 shall not relinquish the intention of investing it on the 7th 
till I shall be certain it is impossible. 1 hope that there will be no further 
disappointments. At all events 1 will not move the troops, excepting the 
3d division, till Tuesday. 

If it should be the same thing to you, 1 would request you to fix your 
quarters at Gallegos, as I would request you to assist me in conducting 
^e details of our operation, and it would be desirable that we should have 
a short communication. 1 shall send you this day the memorandum 
which I propose to circulate to the General officers commanding divisions. 

I shall desire De Lancey to order the detachment of Guards to Viseu. 

P.S. The mail is not yet arrived, but Batavia is taken ; and it appears 
tliat the Russians and Turks are about to make peace. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fretieda, 5th Jan. 1812. 

I received last night your letter of the 31st, and I entirely concur with 
you on the measures respecting the Algerines. 

As soon as the government shall pay the interest on their paper, I have 
in contemplation a measure to relieve us from the weight of circulating 
it. I doubt, however, whether it will relieve us from the loss on the 
exchange on our bills on England. Our money here would still cost us 
from 15 to 20 per cent. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 6th Jan. 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose a letter from Salamanca, and one from my brother. 

I have not got the details of the state of affairs at Tarifa, or any letter 
from Gen. Cooke ; but 1 see by the papers enclosed in my brother’s letter 
that the French still jiersevere in their plans in that quarter. 

I have a letter from Gen. Hill of the 2d, from Almendralejo. Drouet 
had retired from thence, and Hill had taken at that place and Merida 
about GOOyanepof of wheat. He intended to return to Merida on the 
3d or 4th. 

P.S. The last of the engineers’ stores left Almeida this morning, but it 
is impossible to say how far they will go this afternoon. If they reach 
Gallegos, we may invest the place to-morrow ; if they do not, it would be 
advantageous to defer the operation till the 8tb. I am going to Gallegos 
this day. 

Since writing the above, I find that it will be impossible to invest the 
place till the 8th. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Gallegos, 6th Jan. 1912. 

I have received your letters of the 30th Dec. and 2d Jan., and I have 
omitted to answer the first, till 1 could inform you of the state of affairs 
at Tarifa. 
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I heard from my brother yesterday to the 24th Dec., and it appears by 
letters from Puerto Real, and Puerto de S*‘ Maria, of the 19th, that the 
enemy still persevered in their attack on Tarifa. 1 think it probable, 
however, that Drouet’s retreat, combined with the bad weather, will have 
induced them to abandon that object for the present ; it is, however, de- 
sirable that you should continue to keep up the alarm which you have 
occasioned, till you shall hear that they have abandoned their projects 
on Tarifa. 

It appears to me that you have nothing to apprehend at present from 
tlie * AmUe de PortugaV It is very desirable that you should endeavor 
to discover the state of the enemy's works, and their force, at. the Puente 
de Almaraz ; it would aid all my plans very much, if we could destroy 
their bridge and works at that point. You will recollect that the top of 
the Sierra de Mirabete, where there is a tower, commands the ground the 
whole way down to the river. 

I am a^ut to attack Ciudad Rodrigo, in which enterprise I shall suc- 
ceed, or I shall bring back towards this frontier the whole army which 
had marched towards Valencia and Aragon. By these means I hope to 
save Valencia, even if 1 should not succeed in getting this place; if I 
should get this place, wc shall, 1 hope, make a fine campaign in tlie spring. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have received a letter from Gen. Cooke, 
from which it appears that about the 20th the enemy were before Tarifa, 
but they had not brought up Uieir heavy artillery. 

The A,0. to Major Gen. Kempt, Ltebon. 6th Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to acquaint you that the Commander of the Forces desires 
you will be pleased to join the army here as soon as convenient. 1 have inserted 
Capt. Bennett's appointment as your A.D.C. in the G. O. of this day. 

To Dr. Franck. Gallegos, 7th Jan. 1812. 

I am very much obliged to you for your account of my little boy, and 
for your kindness in going to see him. I trust that your own health is 
re-establislied. 

You will be glad to hear that the health of the troops is much im- 
proved, though not yet what I could wish it to be. We lost a great many 
men upon the change from warm to cold weather ; but the whole of our 
casualties in this year, including some bloody affairs, amount only to 
6000 men. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Gallegos, 7th Jan. 1812. 

I have bad the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th Dec., on the 
subject of the wont of guns and of shot at Cadiz. 

These frequently occurring demands upon the finances of Great Britain 
deserve serious attention, particularly as they must be defrayed from the 
funds applicable to maintain this army. It would be much better for 
Great Britain at once to give a subsidy to the Spanish government, pro- 
viding for all their wants, than thus to take upon ourselves the main- 
tenance of small establishments, which in the aggreg|te cost more than any 
subsidy could amount to, 'while the obligation to Great Britain is not felt. 
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I beg that the Comnianding officer of the artillery and engineers at 
Cadiz will make an estimate of what iron guns are required to arm the 
lines at the Isla, &c., specifying what the arsenals at C^iz can and will 
afford ; and you will be so kind as to make a request to the Sec. of State 
to send to Cadiz the overplus. 

I likewise beg that the Commanding officer of the artillery will esti- 
mate what quantity of shot and shells the different guns will require, 
specifying what the arsenals at Cadiz and the Isla can and will supply. 

I likewise beg that an estimate may be formed of the expense to be 
incurred in the maintenance of the artificers proposed to be maintained at 
the foundry on the Isla ; and a calculation made of the expense of manu- 
facturing a certain weight of shot and shells at this foundry. 

I also beg you to send these estimates and calculations to the Sec. of 
State, in order that his Lordship may decide whether it is better to con- 
tinue to support this establishment, or to export shot and shells from 
England. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Gallegoi, 7th Jon. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of an answer which I have written 
to a letter from Major Gen. Cooke of the 24th Dec., of which he will 
have forwarded a copy to your Lordbhip, on the want of guns, shot, and 
shells, for the works at Cadiz and the Isla. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegoa, 7th Jon. 1812. 

The contents of my last letters will have inclined you to expect that by 
this time I should have invested Ciudad Rodrigo. I thought that I should, 
after a fair calculation of the work to be done preparatory to that opera- 
tion, and of the means at my disposal to perform it; but after every 
allowance is made, we must expect disappointments where we have to deal 
with Portuguese and Spanish carters and muleteers, and therefore I can’t 
invest the place till to-morrow. What do you think of empty carts taking 
2 days to go 10 miles on a good road ? After all I am obliged to appear 
satisfied, or they would all desert ! 

I shall not write my weekly report till I shall return from investing the 
place to-morrow. 

At this season of the year, and depending \ipon Portuguese and Spaniards 
for means of having what is required, I can scarcely venture to calculate 
the time which this operation will take, but I should think not less than 
24 or 25 days. If we don’t succeed, we shall at least bring back upon 
ourselves all the force which has marched away ; and I hope we may save 
Valencia, or at all events afford more time to the Asturians, Galicians, &c. 
If we do succeed, we shall make a fine campaign in the spring. 

According to your Lordship’s desire 1 will endeavor to have a com- 
munication with Gen. Lacy in Catalonia. I have not a sufficient know- 
ledge of affairs on the eastern coast to be able to decide whether it would 
be practicable to employ a detachment in that quarter with advantage, on 
the principles of my dispatch to Gen. Cooke, a copy of which I enclosed 
to your Lordship. 

I have frequently turned over in my mind the practicability of making 
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an attack (combined land and sea) upon Barcelona, but I understand the 
place is one of the first order. It is sufficiently garrisoiled, and an attack 
would require a very large and efficient force, and much time would 
necessarily elapse in the operations. In this time the French government 
would have it in their power to send, even from France, an army for its 
relief. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Gallegos, 8th Jan. 1812| 7 a.m. 

I think you had better leave the reserve ammunition of the 1st division 
at Pinhel. 

Have you heard any thing of 100 carts purchased by Mr. Boyes, drawn 
by the public bullocks ? They were to be loaded with shot at Villa da 
Ponte, and to come on from thence. The 60 you mention had better 
return to Villa da Ponte for fresh loads as soon as they can. 

P.S. I hear that some of your guns are moving. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Gallegos, 9tk Jan. 1812, 5 p.m. 

You will have heard that we carried the redoubt on the hill of San 
Francisco last night ; and we have opened our first parallel within 600 
yards of the place. Col. Fletcher expects to be ready for the guns pos- 
sibly by the lllh, at night, or 12th in the morning, as he intends to begin 
his batteries this night. 

I think it probable that the gun bullocks will have arrived this day. 
If they should, I beg you to make an effort to get the guns here in one 
day. They will certainly require a day to go from hence to the ground 
of the siege. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Gallegos, 9th Jon. 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 6th inst., and I 
beg leave to congratulate you upon the success of tlie detachment under 
Lieut. Col. the Hon. A. Abercromby. 

As your advance to Merida must by this time have had all the effect ex- 
pected from it, and as I observe that Gen. Drouet has retired upon Llerena, 
I request you to move your corps back to the frontiers of Portugal, and 
place it with its right at Portalegrc, its centre and your head quarters at 
Niza, and 2 brigades of infantry at Costello Branco. 

My reason for wishing you to take this position is, tliat I think it pro- 
bable that when the enemy shall 6nd that 1 have attacked Ciudad Rodrigo, 
they will endeavor to divert my attention from that operation by move- 
ments, by the valley of the Alagon, towards the frontier of Lower Beira. 

The effect of these movements would be entirely frustrated by your 
being in the position pointed out, as you will be able to cross the Tagus, 
at least as fast as the enemy can advance, by the vale of Plasencia. 

It is very desirable to destroy the enemy’s works at Merida ; and I re- 
commend to you to destroy them if you should find that you can do so with- 
out inconvenience. As you will probably move by cantonments, those 
troops which will leave Merida the last might Be^employed to perform 
this service. I am desirous, however, that no time should be unneces- 
sarily lost in marching tKc troops to the position 1 have above pointed out. 
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I invested Ciudad Rodrigo yesterday, and broke ground before the 
place last night. I enclose the extract of a letter to the Sec. of State, 
giving an account of a very handsome operation performed by a detach- 
ment of the Light division, commanded by Lieut. Co]. Colbome. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. Gallegoi, 9tli Jan. 1812. 

According to the intention which I informed your Lordship that I en- 
tertained, I invested Ciudad Rodrigo yesterday. 

Since the enemy have had possession of the place, they have constructed 
a palisaded redoubt on the hill of San Francisco, and have fortified three 
convents in the suburbs, the defences of which are connected with the 
work on the hill of San Francisco, and with the old line by which the 
suburb was surrounded. By these means the enemy have increased the 
difficulty of approaching the place ; and it was necessary to obtain pos- 
session of the work on the hill of San Francisco before we could make 
any progress in the attack. Accordingly, Major Gen. Craufurd directed 
a detachment of the Light division, under the command of Lieut. Col. 
Colbome of the 52d, to attack the work, shortly after it was dark. The 
attack was very ably conducted by Lieut. Col. Colbome, and the work 
was taken by storm in a short time.* Two Captains and 47 men were 


* Major Gen. R, Craufurd to Gen. Vise. Wellington. El Bodon, lltb Jan. 1812. 

I beg leave to state to your Lordship that Lieut. Col. Oolborne, in his report of 
the circumstances of the attack on the redoubt in front of Ciudad Rodrigo, ‘wliich 
was so neatly and gallantly executed by him and the brave detaclimcnt under liis 
command, mentions in terms of particular praise the conduct of Capt. Mein and 
Lieut. Woodgate, 52d regt., the latter of whom hud the eoirimatid of the ladder 
men, and the former of the leading company of the storming party. 1 must also, 
in justice to the 3d halt, of Portuguese cacadores, report to your Lordship that this 
battalion being ordered to open the trenches as soon as the redoubt should be car- 
ried, and being therefore not called upon to furnish a detachment fi>r the attack, I 
received from them, through their commanding officer, Lieut. Col. Elder, an earnest 
request to be aUowed at least to send a few volunteers ; in consequence of which 
request 1 permitted 1 subaltern and 12 men to join Lieut Col. Colborne’s detach- 
ment, with which they went to the attack with great bravery. The subaltern who 
volunteered this service was Lieut. J. de M. M. Lobo. I am confident that the 
Ist ca 9 adorcB would have manifested the same spirit, but they were still detached 
on the Salamanca road at the time that the detachment was formed for the attack. 

Lieut. Col. Colbome, 52d regt., to Major Gen. Craufurd. El Bodon, 9th Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to report to you the proceedings of tlie detachment of flie Light 
division ordered to attack the outwork in front of Ciudad Rodrigo. The 200 men 
conducted by Major Gibbs advanced so rapidly to the attack that the enemy had 
but little time to annoy them with his fire. Cant. Craiiipton, of the 95th regt., 
first formed upon the crest of the glacis, followea by the companies under the com- 
mand of Capt. Travers and Lieut. McNamara, of the 95th regt, and Capt Merry, 
of the 52d regt., and fired on the enemy ; whilst Capt Duffy, of the 43d, Capt! 
Mein, of the 52d, with their companies, and Lieut Woodgate, who had chaise 
of tfte ladders, leaped into the ditch and cscaladed the work. Major Gibbs moved 
round the gate and prevented the enemy’s escape. Two officers and 47 R. and F, 
were made prisoners by the detachment I beg leave to mention that the intre^ 
pidity and exertion of Capt Mein and Lieut. Woodgate could not be exceeded 
Capt Mein, Lieut Woodgate, and Lieut Hawkesly, of tlie 95th, were wounded; 
the two latter severely. 
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made pridoners, the remainder of the garrison being put to the sword in 
the storm. We took 3 pieces of cannon. 

I cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of Lieut. Col. Colbome, and 
of the detachment under his command, upon this occasion. 1 am happy 
to add that our loss in this affair has not been severe : 6 men having been 
killed ; Capt. Mein of the 52d, Lieut. Hawkesly, 95th, and Lieut. Wood- 
gate, 52d, and 14 men, having been wounded. 

The success of this operation enabled us immediately to break ground 
within 600 yards of the place, notwithstanding that the enemy still hold 
the fortified convents ; and the enemy’s work has been turned into a part 
of our first parallel, and a good communication made with it. 

It is impossible for me to conjecture the length of time which will be 
required to bring the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo to a successful conclusion. 
Our means of transporting our stores and materials depend upon the 
Portuguese and Spanish carters and muleteers, and the movements of this 
description of persons are very uncertain. The weather, also, which may 
be expected at this season of the year, may interrupt or retard our pro- 
gress ; and the enemy may have time to bring back to this part of tlie 
countiy the troops which had been removed from hence in order to aid 
the operations of Marshal Suchet in Valencia, and 1 may he obliged to 
raise the siege. If this effect alone should be produced, wo shall have 
rendered a great service to the Spaniards. 

I think it probable that Marmont will return immediately, as I under- 
stand that great doubts were entertained by the ministers and Cencrals at 
Madrid of the expediency of his movements to the eastward, in conse- 
quence of intelligence which had been received that 1 had constructed a 
bridge on the Agueda; and that in the end of last month he had not lefiL 
Madrid. 

1 have arranged our operation in such a manner as that, 1 hope, the 
troops will not suffer from the inclemency of the weather. 

Lieut. Gen. Hill arrived at Merida on the 30th Dec. He had hoped 
to surprise Gen. Dombrowski (who I had been led to imagine was killed 
in Gen. Hill’s last affair with the enemy) in that town ; but his advanced 
guard was discovered on the 29th by a patrole from a small detachment of 
the enemy which happened to be at La Nava, which effected its retreat to 
Merida, notwithstanding the efforts of a detachment of Lieut. Gen. Hill’s 
cavalry to prevent it. Gen. Dombrowski retired from Merida in the 
night, leaving a magazine of bread and 160,000 lbs. of wheat in the 
town, and several unfinished works which the enemy had been con- 
structing. 

On the 1st, Gen. Hill moved forward with the intention of attacking 
Gen. Drouet, who commands the 5th corps, at Almendralejo. This General, 
however, retired upon Zafra, leaving a magazine in the town, containing 
450,000 lbs. of wheat and some barley. On the 3d, Lieut. Gen. Hill 
sent a detachment, consisting of the 28th regt., and 2 squadrons of the 
2d hussars, and one squadron of the 10th Portuguese cavalry, to Fuente 
del Maestre, under the command of Lieut. Col. the Hon. A. Abercromby. 
Our cavalry defeated a body of the enemy’s cavalry which was there, 
having taken 2 officers and 30 men prisoners. 
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Lieut. Gen. Hill having found that Gen. Drouet had retreated upon 
Llerena, and that it would be imposBible for him to follow to a greater 
distance, returned to Merida on the 5th, in order to place his troops in 
better cantonments during the bad weatiier. 1 have the honor to enclose 
letters from Lieut. Gen. Hill of the 30th Dec., 2d and 6th Jan., giving 
an account of his operations, returns of killed and wounded, &c* 


* Lieut. Geu, R. Hill to Gm. Vise. Wc‘llln(?foii, K.U. Mfrida. 30ih Dw. isil. 

lu imrsuaiice of your LoiiUliip’M iiistuictioiis, I put the troo|min(1er my orders iii maich 
from their several cuiitoiinieiits, and enteied tins province on the 27th inst. by Alhur- 
qiiorque, Villa de Key, and San Viconte; and by the intelligence which 1 received fioin 
various quarters, 1 was led to entertain the most sinigiiino hope's tliat I should have been 
able to surprise the enemy’s troops stationed in tliis town. I was, liowever, disappointed 
ill my ex|)cctation8, by finding in La Nava, on our approach to that village yesterday, with 
the column from Alburquerque, a iiarty of the enemy, consisting of about 800 voltigenrs 
and a few hussars, being part of a detachment which hail arrived there the night prereding, 
apparently on a ]iluiidering excurbion, the remainder whereof has proceeded to Cordevillas, 
another village about 2 leagues distant. 

A patrole from La Nava fell in with the head of our column, and gave the alarm to the 
detachment, which immediately cummencetl ita retreat towards Merida, followed by the 
cavalry of my advanced guard, cuiisisting of between 300 and iOO of the I3th light dru* 
goons and 2d hussars. 

As 1 considered the intercepting of the entire of tliis party to lie of the greatest iniport- 
nnee to our ulterior o|ieratioiis, 1 directed the cavalry aliove mentioned to make every eOurt 
to eflect it, or at least to cheek its march until the arrival of some infantry. 

The intrepid and admirable manner, liowever, in wliich the enemy retired, his infantry 
formeil in square, and tavored as he was by the nature of the country, of which he knew 
how tu take die fullest advantage, ])revente<l the cavalrv alone from etierting any thing 
against him ; and after following him for upwards of a league, and making an ineffectual 
attempt to break him, 1 judged it advisable to give over the pursuit, and he effected his 
escaiie with the loss of about 20 killed, and os many wounded, from four 0 pounders, 
uhich, by the great exertions of Major lliiwker, and his otHcers and men, got within 
range, and fullowtsl him fur some distance, but were unable to close upon him, owing to 
llie deepness of tlie eouiitiy. 

One wing of llie Tlst liglit infantry, under Lieut. Col. tlie Hon. H. Cadogan, also ex- 
cited themselves in a most laudable muiiiier to overtake tlic enemy, but were at too gieat a 
distance to admit of thcii acconijilishiiig it in any leasoiiahle time. 

The arrival of the above inentioned paity at Merida made the enemy acquainted with 
our approach, of which 1 have reason to ihink he was liefore entirely ignorant, and he in 
ciHiseqiietice evacuated the town during the night, leaving uiitiiiishcd some works w'hich he 
was constructing for its defence, and we entereil in the course of the day. 

I regret to state tliat we had 2 men killed and some wounded in the affair of yesterday, 
of wliich I enclose a retuni. 

P.S. ^ince writing the iilxivc, it has Ijeen reported to me that IRQ fantgna of wheat have 
been found in the depot of this (own, belonging to tlie French, besides a quantity of bread. 

Lieut. Gen. R. Hill to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. ' AlmencJralejo, 2d Jan. 1812. 

Since my letter to your Lordship from Merida of the 30th iilt., 1 have the honor to report, 
that from all the information I hud received, I had reason to suppose that Drouet was cun- 
ceiitratiiig his tromis at this place ; 1 consequently movetl on yesterday for the purpose of 
attacking him. On my approach to (he town, I found that the greater |iait of the enemy’s 
troops had moved off the preceding <lay, in the direction of \'i11a Franco, and that his rear 
guard was on its march, covered hy his cavalry, which skirmished with the hussars of my 
advanced guard, and retired after receiving a few rounds from the horse artillery. In this 
town we found a few stores, of which the enclosed is a return. 1 thought it luissible the 
enemy might have afforded me an op|iortuiii(y of doing something here. 

Lieut. Gen. R. Hill to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. Merida, 6tli Jan. 1819. 

My letters of the 2d and 3d inst. would acquaint your Lordship of my having, on the 1st 
inst., marched with the corps under my command to Almendralejo, in the hone that Comte 
d'Erlon, who had collected the greater jiart of his trixips at that place, might have given me 
an opportunity of coming in contact with him, as well as of my disap|ioiiitment in that 
respect, he having previously fallen back in the direction of Llerena, leaving only a small 
rear guard in Alineridralejo, which retired akso on our approach. 1 have (he honor to 
acquaint your Lordship that it was my intention to have followed the enemy, and, failing 
VOL. V. 2 H 
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By accounts which I have from Cadiz to the 27th Dec., I learn that 
the enemy invested Tarifa with a force of about 5000 men on the 20th 
Dec., covering their operations against that place by another corps at 
Vejer, under the command of Marshal Victor. Their artillery for tlie 


in rny desirp to bring him to action, to have given him every nossible annoyance in his 
retreat ; but the dreadful state of tiie weather, Sie condition of tne roads (which are daily 
becoming worse), and the consequent difficulty of getting up my supplies, render any fur- 
ther operations on my part iiiqMJssible for the present, without incurring risks and making 
sacrifices greater than could have been justified by the occasion, or by your Lordship's in- 
structions. 1 tlierefure determined, after halting two days at Almetidralejo, and occupying 
Villa Franca and Fuente del Macstre, to put the troops in cantonments in this town and 
neighbourhood, there to await a mure favorable opportunity of acting; trusting that the 
alarm occasioned to the enemy by tlie movement already made will have in part effected 
one of the objects for which I was instructed by your lordship to take the field. A nait 
of the troops accordingly returned here yesterday, and the remainder are now on their 
march ; the enemy being, by the lost accounts which 1 have received, also in full march 
towards tlie south, his rear guard having left Z.ifia and Los Santos yesterday. ^ 

1 have the satisfaction to enclose for your Lordship's information a letter from l^ieut. 
Col. the Hon. A. Aliercromhy, detailing the ])aiti(‘iilars of a successful attack made hy 
some of the 2d hussars and Portugm-se cavalry, acting under his onlers, at Fuente del 
Maestre, on a body of the enemy's dragoons, winch reflects the greatest cipdit on Lieut. 
Col. Aliercromhy who directed, and the officers and non-coinniissioiied officers and men 
who executed it. 

Lieut. Col. the Hon. A. Abercromby to Lieut. Gen. R. Hill. Merida, .*>111 Jon. J 812 . 

In oiiedience to your orders, 1 marched on the 3d iiist. from Alrnendralcjo at noon, wifii 
the column you did me the honor to place under my coiinnand, and reached Fuente del 
Maestre at a little after 4 o'cbx'k in the evciiiiig of that day. On my ariival J learned 
that some of the enemy's cavalry were still in the ncighbourliood ; and having ]>assed through 
the town, 1 halted the column, and pioceeded lo nniomiaitte in front. About 100 of thei 
enemy's horse were discoMTod on the Los Sanfos road, who, apparently ignorant of our 
force, formed squadron, and advanced towards us. The Portuguese cavalry exchanged a 
few shots with them until the hussais were brought up ; the enemy then halted, and showed 
a disposition to charge : in this, however, he was quickly frustrated. The 2 squadrons of 
the hussars were formed on the light, and one squadron of the 14lh Portuguese cavaliy on 
the left. Instantly the enemy weie charged on one flank hy the squadron of Portuguese, 
under Lieut. Col. Catn])hell, aud by Capt. C’leves’ squadron on the other. The right 
hussar squadron remained in reserve, A few minutes decided the contest. The enemy 
being completely routed, left in our hands 2 officers and 30 men, besides several killed. 
The squadron winch remained in reserve was then sent in pursuit, as far as prudence would 
allow. 

No language of mine can do sufficient justice to the gallantry of Lieut. Col. Campbell, 
as well os that of Lieut, llntchinsou, and the other officers and men composing the squadron 
of Portuguese cavalry. Suffice it to say, that on this occ.aBioij the hussars under Major 
Busche upheld the high military character they are so universally known to possess. 

This little affair has been achieved with very tiifliiig loss on our side. Enclosed I have 
the honor to transmit to you a list of the killed and wounded. 


Retuni of the killed, wounded, and missing in action with the enemy near Fuente del 
Maestre, 3d Jan. 1812. 



Officers. 

-Ui 

1^1 
•-g 2 

J 

i 

Horses. 

Total loss of officers, 
non .coinmissioiieil 
officers, and R.& F. 

Killed 

— 

— 

1 

B 

1 

Wounded .... 

1 

2 

17 

B 

20 

Missing . • • . 

— 

— 

— 

B 

— 
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attack of Tarifa had not arrived on the 26th Dec. Col. Skerrett was 
engaged with the enemy on the 20th, with the piquets of the British and 
Spanish infantry and of the garrison, and a detachment of the 95th. On 
the 21st Capt. Wren, of the 11th regt., with his company, destroyed one 
of the enemy’s piquets ; and, on the 22d, Cul. Skerrett made a sortie from 
Tarifa, in co-operation with the Spanish troops under Gen. Copons, in 
order to oblige the enemy to show their force, on which occasion the 
enemy sustained considerable loss. 

The object of Lieut. Gen. Hill’s movement into Estremadura was to 
divert the enemy’s attention from Gen. Ballesteros and from Tarifa ; and 
as Gen. Drouet has retired upon Llerena, making some sacrifices, I con- 
clude that Soult has cither been ordered, or is determined, to persevere in 
his attack upon Tarifa. 

From the accounts which I have received of that place, it appears to me 
quite impossible to defend it, when the enemy shall be equipped to attack 
it. The utmost that can be done is to hold the island contiguous to 
Tarifa, for which object Col. Skerrett ’s detachment does not appear to be 
necessary. I don’t believe that the enemy will be able to obtain posses- 
sion of the island, without which the town will be entirely useless to 
them ; and indeed if tliey had the island, as well as the town, I doubt 
their being able to retain tliese possessions, adverting to the means of at- 
tacking them with which Gen. Ballesteros might be supplied by the 
garrison of Gibraltar, unless they should keep a force in the field in their 
neighbourhood to protect them. Under these circumstances, I have de- 
sired Gen. Hill to return to Portalegre, and to place his corps between 
that town and Gastello Branco. My reason for giving him these orders 
is, that 1 think it not improbable that the enemy, finding that they will 
not have time to concert an operation between the army of the north and 
the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ and knowing that neither of those armies sepa- 
rately can venture to attempt the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, will try to 
alarm me for the safety of my communication with Gen. Hill, and with 
Lisbon, by movements in the valley of Plasencia, by Lower Beira. 

Gen. Hill’s movement towards the Tagus will check all these plans ; 
and, whatever may happen, it will be a great convenience that he should 
be nearer this army during the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Gallegos, lOlh Jan. 1812. 

1 request you to inform Gen. Abadia that 1 am now engaged in tlie 
siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, which we are carrying on with the greatest 
activity. We broke ground before the place on the 8th at night, within 
'600 yards, having carried a redoubt by storm on that evening at that dis- 
tance. We shall open our fire, I hope, on the 13th, from the first parallel. 

It would be very desirable if Gen. Abadia would endeavor to make 
some movement to draw the attention of the enemy from us ; os 1 think 
it probable that they will collect their whole force to endeavor to interrupt 
our operations. 

to Mtijor Cmitwre, Castanhara. 10th Jan. 1812. 

I am directed to inform you that several woimded soldiers belonging to the 
Light division and the 1st division are forwarded to Castanlieira. Upon their 

2h2 
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arrival there, you will immediately send the spring waggons, conveying them to 
the hospital, buck to tlie division at Gallegos. You will be pleased to take care 
that the Castanheira hospital does not become crowded with the wounded soldiers 
arriving from the frontier, and you will continue to send them on to Celorico, to 
tliat the hospital at Castanheira shall be able to accommodate the increase of 
wounded soldiers, daily forwarded there from the advance of the army. 

The A.Q, to Lieut, Gen, Sir S, Cotton, Bart., Cavalry. 11th Jon. 1812. 

I have laid your application for leave of absence for Lieut. Col. , — light 

dragoons, before the Commander of the Forces ; and I am directed to acquaint 
you that the army are engaged in a siege, and his Excellency thinks every officer 
should be at his post ; but as his Excellency understands Lieut. Col. — wishes 
to quit the service, he may have the leave to England he requires. 

The A.O. to Major Gen. Hay, &th diviaion. 11th Jan. 1812. 

In reply to your letter, and enclosures from Lieut. Col. Barnes, the Commander 
of tlie Forces acquiesces in Mr. Middleton and Mr. Strong acting as volunteers 
in the Royals, from the date of their arrival with the corps. 

72# A.G. to Mqjwr Gen. Peacocke, Ludion. 11th Jan. 1812. 

I have laid your letter aTid enclosures relative to the widows and orphans of 
soldiers, received from Capt. Browne, before tbe Commander of the Forces ; and 
his Excellency desires the widows and orphans may be sent home, conformably 
to the orders from the Horse Guards, in the best manner that can be devised. 

The A.G. to Major D'Oyly, A.A.G. 7th division. 12th Jan. 1812. 

It has been invariably the practice of this army, whenever a division is ordered 
to move, that all the officers belonging to it, whether on General Court Martial 
duties or not, march with their several brigades and corps. The officers, there- 
fore, on the General (’ourt Martial, of wliich Major Gen. de Bornewitz is Pre- 
sident, arc of course to march with their division, us well as the Major Gen. with 
bis brigade. 

The A.G. to Capt, Kipping, Coimbra. 13th Jon. 1812: 

Lord Blantyrc having rc))rcsciitcd that you gave Mr. — permission to take 
a bdtman out of the convalescent barrack at Coimbra, to act as servant to him 
when going to Lisbon, 1 am to acquaint you tliat the CommaTider of the Forces 
disapproves of such proceeding, and requests you will inform me why you used an 
authority with which you are not invested. You will be pleased to take care that 
the mail alluded to forthwith joins his corps. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 15th Jan. 1812 

We have continued our operations against Ciudad Rodrigo since 1 ad- 
dressed you on the 9th inst. We opened our fire from 22 pieces of 
ordnance, in 3 batteries in the first parallel, yesterday afternoon ; and we 
opened an approach to, and established ourselves in our second parallel, 
150 yards from the place, last night. 

This measure had been facilitated by Lieut. Gen. Graham having sur- 
prised the enemy’s detachment in the convent of Cruz, close to the 
body of the place, on the night of the 13th. The right of our approaches 
was protected and secured by this operation. Major Gen. the Hon. C. 
Colville, who commands the 4th division in the absence of Lieut. Gen. 
the Hon. G. L. Cole, likewise attacked the enemy’s post in the convent 
of San Francisco last night, and obtained possession of that post, and of 
tbe other fortified posts in the suburbs, where our tibops are now lodged. 
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Our left is protected and secured by thb operation. Two pieces of cannon 
were taken in the convent of San Francisco. 

It appears that the preparations and movements which I first made with 
a view to the attack of Ciudad Rodrigo, had the effect of inducing the 
enemy to move back from La Mancha. The divisions of the ^ Armie de 
Portugal^ two of which had gone as far as Cuenca, and the other to San 
Clemente, returned to Toledo in the beginning of this month ; and they 
are now on their march, it is stated, towards Valladolid, to which place 
Marshal Mormont went on the 5th from Talavera. One division of in- 
fantry still remained on the 12th inst. at Navalmoral, having detachments 
as far back as Talavera; and it is reported that a second division remained 
about Talavera. 

It appears that the governments of Valladolid and Salamanca, called 
the 6th and 1th governments, have been placed under the directions of 
Marshal Marmont, and that what can be plundered from those provinces 
is allotted for the support of the troops under his command ; and the army 
of the north arc to be confined to the northern provinces. 

I’reparations to a certain extent are making at Salamanca for the move- 
ment of troops in this direction ; and I have reports that troops were to 
be collected at Salamanca on this day. It appears, however, that the 
enemy did not even know at Salamanca that we had attacked Ciudad Ro- 
drigo till the 13th; and it is not probable that a sufficient force can be 
collected to oblige us to raise the siege, at least for some days. 

1 purpose, therefore, to continue the siege as long as I shall think there 
is any prospect of success, and till I shall be certain that the enemy 
have brought together such a force as to render success hopeless, and the 
situation of the army critical. We have had, till now, very fine weather, 
and the troops have suffered but little from exjwsure to it, 1 enclose 
the returns of the casualties to the 14th inst. It is impossible for me, 
even now, to tell how much longer the operations will last. No time 
has been lost yet ; and your Lordship may be certain that every exertion 
will he made to bring them to a successful termination. 

1 have received no authentic accounts of the state of affairs in Valencia; 
but 1 have reason to believe that, as late as the 24th Dec., the enemy had 
not been able to make any progress in their attack upon Uiat place. It 
is sup(M>.sed tliat, unless powerfully supported. Marshal Suchet must retire. 

By the accounts from Cadiz to the 29th Dec., it appears to be supposed 
that the French had not been able to get their guns up to Tarifa, having 
been prevented by the bad weather, which continued to prevail generally 
throughout the Peninsula till the 5th and 6th of this month. 

By accounts from Lieut. Gen. Hill to the 11th inst. it appears that 
Gen. Drouct had been reinforced from Seville, and had advanced again 
towards Zafra. I think it probable that Gen. Hill will have moved on 
the 12th or 13th towards the frontiers of Portugal, according to the 
orders which I informed your Lordship, in my dispatch of the 9th inst, I 
had sent him. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegoi, 19th Jan. 1812. 

My dispatch will give you all the intelligence which I can send you 
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from hence regarding ourselves. I have to add to it, that I have a letter 
from Madrid of the 3d, stating that Gen. Barmagnac had written from 
the frontiers of Valencia that the Toulon squadron had been defeated. 
Probably he may mean that the convoy from Toulon to Barcelona had 
been taken. But the squadron is positively stated ; and it is possible that 
Adm. Emeriau may have been caught in one of his ^promenades navales* 

The A,G, to Capi, Poppkton, Celorico, 16th Jan. 1812. 

Five hundred men of the sick at Celorico having been ordered to be removid 
to Coimbra, to make room at your station for men \vho may be sent from Castaii- 
heira and from the army, it is necessary you should exert yourself to see that 
this service is carried into effect. 

The A.O, to Mt^or Gen. Burne, Gih divition, 16Ui Jan. 1812. 

In reply to your letter and enclosure from Lieut. Col. Bingham, 53d regt., I 
nm directed to inform you that it will be more regular that the boy who consented 
to the thefl should be tried by a regimental or detachment Court Martial, ns n 
follower of the army, and then ]ninished by the Provost as proposed, if found 
guilty and sentenced to punishment ; for as the Assist. Ihrovost did not apprehend 
tlie hoy in the fact, it would be against the ProvosPs instructions to punish him 
witliout trial. 

77i(' A.G. to Major Gen. Peacockey Ltshon, 16th Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th inst. and 
enclosures, which have been laid before the Commander of the Forces ; and I am 

to desire that you will inform Capt. that his Excellency is concerned to 

be obliged to say that he entirely disapproves of his whole conduct: 1st; in having 
entered into any altercation at all with the Juiz de Fora: 2dly ; for the scene 
which he chose for that altercation : and lastly, for the inode and temper in which 
the altercation was carried on by him. Ilis Jixcellency is much distressed at being 
obliged to pass this decision on the conduct of an officer for whom he entertains 
otlicrwise great respect, on the eve of his dejiarture from this army for another 

service ; but the conduct of Capt, has been entirely inconsistent with the 

spirit of the G. O. of the army, and with the principles on which any service 
can be carried on by military men in conjunction with civil authorities. 

Arrangements for the assault of Ciudad Rodrigo, I9th Jan. 1812. 

The attack upon Ciudad Rodrigo must be made this evening at 7 
o’clock. 

The light infantry company of the 83d regt. will join Lieut. Col. 
O’Toole at sunset. Lieut. Col. O’Toole, with the 2d ca^adores, and the 
light company of the 83d regt., will, 10 minutes before 7, cross the 
Agueda by the bridge, and make an attack upon the outwork in front of 
the castle. The object of this attack is to drive the artillerymen from 2 
guns (B) in that outwork which bear upon the entrance into the ditch at 
the junction of the counterscarp with the main wall of the place : if Lieut. 
Col. O’Toole can get into the outwork, it would he desirable to destroy 
these guns. Major Sturgeon will show Lieut. Col. O’Toole his point of 
attack. Six ladders, 12 feet long each," will be sent from the engineer 
park to the old French guard room at the mill, on the Agueda, for the 
use of this detachment. 

*The 5th regt. will attack the entrance of the ditch at the point above 
referred to. Major Sturgeon will likewise show t^m the point of attack. 
They must issue from the right of the convent oftS** Cruz : they must 
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have 12 axes to cut down the gate by which the ditch is entered, at the 
junction of the counterscarp with the body of the place. The 5th regt. 
are likewise to have 12 scaling ladders 25 feet long, and immediately on 
entering the ditch are to scale the fausse hraie wall, and are to proceed 
along the fausse braie, in order to clear it of the enemy’s posts on their 
left towards the principal breach. 

The llth regt. are to be in reserve on the right of the convent of S** 
Cruz, to support the first party which will have entered the ditch. The 
ditch must, besides, be entered on the right of the breach by two columns 
to be formed on the left of the convent of Cruz, each to consist of 5 
companies of the 94th regt. Each column must have 3 ladders, 12 feet 
long, by which they are to descend into the ditch, and they are to have 
10 axes to cut down any palisades which may be placed in the ditch to 
impede the communication along it. 

The detachment of the 94th regt., when descended into the ditch, is to 
turn to its left to the main breach. 

I’he 5th regt. will issue from the convent of S*“ Cruz 10 minutes 
before 7. 

At the same time a party consisting of 180 sappers, carrying bags con- 
taining hay, will move out of the second parallel, covered by a fire of the 
83d regt. formed in the second parallel upon the works of the place, which 
bags are to be thrown into the ditch sc» as to enable the troops to descend 
the counterscarp to the attack of the breach. They are to be followed 
immediately by the storming party of the great breach, which is to con- 
sist of the troops of Major Gen. Mackinnon’s brigade, is to be formed in 
the first parallel, and in the communications between the first and second 
parallel, ready to move up to tlie breach immediately in rear of the sap- 
pers with bags. The storming party of the great breach must be pro- 
vided with 6 scaling ladders 12 feet long each, and with 10 axes. 

The ditch must likewise be entered by a column on the left of the great 
breach, consisting of 3 companies of the 95th regt., which are to issue 
from the right of the convent of San Francisco, This column will be pro- 
vided with 3 ladders 12 feet long, with which they are to descend into 
the ditch, at a point which will be pointed out to them by Lieut. Wright. 
On descending into the ditch they are to turn to their right, and to pro- 
ceed towards the main breach. They are to have 10 axes, to enable them 
to cut down the obstacles which may have been erected to impede the 
communication along the ditch on the left of the breach. 

Another column, consisting of Major Gen. Vandeleur’s brigade, will 
issue out from the left of the convent of San Francisco, and are to attack 
the breach to the left of the main breach. This column must have 12 
ladders, each 12 feet long, with which they are to descend into the ditch 
at a point which will be shown them by Capt. Ellicombe. On arriving 
in the ditch, they are to turn to their left of the small ravelin, and thence 
to the breach in the tower of the body of the place. As soon as this body 
will have reached the top of the breach, in the fausse hraie wall, a detach- 
ment of 5 companies are to be sent to the right, to cover the attack of 
Major Gen. Mackiunon’s brigade, by the principal breach ; and as soon as 
they have reached the top of the tower, they are to turn to their right, and 
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Communicate with the rampart of the main breach. As soon as this com- 
munication can be established, endeavor should be made to open the gate 
of Salamanca. 

The Portuguese brigade in the 3d division will be formed in the com- 
munication to the first parallel, and behind the hill of San Francisco (upper 
Seson), and will move up to the entrance of the second parallel ready to 
support Major Gen. Mackinnon’s brigade. 

Col. Barnard’s brigade will be formed behind the convent of San Fran- 
cisco, ready to support Major Gen. Vandeleur’s brigade. All these 
columns will have detached parties especially appointed to keep up a fire 
on the defences during the above. 

The men with ladders, and axes, and bags, must not have their arms : 
those who are to storm must not fire. 

Brig. Gen. Pack, with his brigade, will make a false attack upon the 
outwork of the gate of Santiago, and upon the works towards La Caridad. 

The different regiments and brigades to receive ladders are to send par- 
ties to the engineers’ depdt to receive them, 3 men for each ladder. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Gullegos, 20th Jan. 1R12. 

I informed your Lordship, in my dispatch of the 9th, that 1 had attacked 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and in that of the 15th, of the progress of the operations 
to that period, and 1 have now the pleasure to acquaint your Lordship 
that we took the place hy storm yesterday evening after dark. 

We continued, from the 15th to the 19th, to complete the second 
parallel, and tlie communications with that work, and we had made some 
progress hy sap towards the crest of the glacis. On the night of tlie 1 5th 
we likewise advanced from the left of the first parallel down tlie slope of 
the liill towards the convent of San Francisco, to a situation from which 
the walls of the fausse hraie and of the town were seen, on which a 
battery for 7 guns was constructed, and these commenced their fire on 
the morning of the 18th. In the mean time, the batteries in the first 
parallel continued their fire ; and, yesterday evening, their fire had not 
only considerably injured the defences of the place, but had made breaches 
in the fausse hraie wall, and in the body of the place, which were con- 
sidered practicable ; while the battery on the slope of the hill, which had 
been commenced on the night of the 15th, and had opened on the 18th, 
had been equally efficient still farther to the left, and opposite to the 
suburb of San Francisco. 

I therefore determined to storm the place, notwithstanding that the 
approaches had not been brought to the crest of the glacis, and the coun- 
terscarp of the ditch was still entire. 

The attack was accordingly made yesterday evening, in 5 separate 
columns, consisting of the troops of the 3d and Light divisions, and of 
Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade. The 2 right columns, conducted by Lieut. 
Col. O’Toole of Jhe 2d ca^adores, and Major Ridge of the 5th regt., were 
destined to protect the advance of Major Gen. Mackinnon’s brigade, 
forming the 3d, to the top of the breach in the fausse hraie wall ; and all 
these, being composed of troops of the 3d division^ 'were under the direc- 
tion of Lieut. Gen. Picton. • ' 
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The 4th column^ consisting of the 43d and 52d regts., and part of 
the 95th regt., being of the Light division, under the direction of Major 
Gen. Craufurd, attacked the breaches on the left in front of the suburb 
of San Francisco, and covered the left of the attack of the principal 
breach by the troops of the 3d division; and Brig. Gen. Pack was 
destined, with his brigade, forming the 5th column, to make a false attack 
upon the southern face of the fort. 

Besides these 5 columns, the 94th regt., belonging to the 3d division, 
descended into the ditch in 2 columns, on the right of Major Gen. 
Mackinnon’s brigade, with a view to protect the descent of that body 
into the ditch and its attack of the breach in the fatisse hraie^ against the 
obstacles which it was supposed the enemy would construct to oppose 
their progress. 

All these attacks succeeded ; and Brig. Gen. Pack even surpassed my 
expectations, having converted his false attack into a real one ; and his 
advanced guard, under the command of Major Lynch, having followed 
Iho enemy’s troops from the advanced works into tlie famse hraicy where 
they made prisoners all opposed to them. 

Major Ridge, of the 2d bait- 5th regt,, having escaladed the fatisse 
htaie wall, stormed the principal breach in the body of the place, together 
vvith the 94th regt., commanded by Lieut. Col. Campbell, which had 
moved along the ditch at the same time, and had stormed the breach in the 
fatnse braie^ both in front of Major Gen, Mackinnon’s brigade. Thus, 
these regiments not only effectually covered the advance from the trenches 
of Major Gen. Maekinnon’s brigade by their first movements and opera- 
tions, but they preceded them in the attack. 

Major G(mi. Craufurd, and Major Gen. Vandcleur, and the troops of 
the Light division, on tlie left, were likewise very forward on that side; 
and, in less than half an hour from tlie time the attack commenced, our 
troops were in possession, and formed on the ramparts, of the place, each 
body contiguous to the other. The enemy then submitted, having sus- 
tained a considerable loss in the contest 

Our loss was also, I am concerned to add, severe, particularly in 
officers of high rank and estimation in this army. Major Gen. Mackin- 
non was unfortunately blown up by the accidental explosion of one of the 
enemy’s expense magazines, close to the breach, after he had gallantly 
and successfully led the troops under his command to the attack. Major 
Gen. Craufurd likewise received a severe wound* while he was leading 
on the Light division to the storm, and 1 am apprehensive that I jshall be 
deprived for some time of his assistance. Major Gen. Vandeleur was 
likewise wounded in the same manner, but not so severely, and he was 
able to continue in the field. 

1 have to add to this list Lieut. Col. Colborne of the 52d regt., and 
Major G. Napierfy who led the storming party of the Light division, and 
was wounded on the top of the breach. 

* The wound was mortal. 

f Major Gen. Sir O. Napier, K.G.B., late Governor of the Cape of Good Hope. On the 
return from the trenches to the cantonments of the 52(1, at £1 Bodon, on the morning of the 
17th Jan., Major Napier and Lieut. Gurwood expressed to each other their mutual desire 
of an opportunity for personal distinction in the event of Ciudad Rodrigo standing an 
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I have great pleasure in reporting to your Lordship the uniform good 
conduct, and spirit of enterprise, and patience, and perseverance in the 
performance of great labor, by which the General officers, officers, and 
troops of the Ist, 3d, 4tb, and Light divisions, and Brig. Gen. Pack’s 
brigade, by whom the siege was carried on, have been distinguished 
during the late operations. 

Lieut. Gen. Graham assisted me in superintending the conduct of the 
details of the siege, besides performing the duties of the General officer 
commanding the 1st division ; and I am much indebted to tlie suggestions 
and assistance 1 received from him for the success of this enterprise. 

The conduct of all parts of the 3d division, in the operations which 
they performed with so much gallantry and exactness on the evening of 
the 19th in the dark, afford the strongest proof of the abilities of Lieut. 
Gen. Picton and Major Gen. Mackinnon, by whom they were directed 
and led ; but I beg particularly to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
conduct of Lieut. Col. O’Toole of the 2d caqadores, of Major Ridge of 
the 2d batt. 5th foot,^ of Lieut. Col. Campbell of the 94th regtl, of 
Major Manners of the 7 4th, and of Major Grey of the 2d batt. 5th foot }, 
who has been twice wounded during this siege. 

It is but justice also to the 3d division to report that the men who per- 
formed the sap belonged to the 45th, 74th, and 88tli regts., under the 
command of Capt. Maclcod of the Royal Engineers, and Capt. Thompson 
of the 74th, Lieut. Beresford of the 88th, utkI Lieut. Metcalfe of the 45th ; 
and tliey distinguished themselves not less in the storm of the place than 
they had in the performance of their laborious duty during the siege. 

I have already reported, in my letter of the 9th inst., my sense of the 
conduct of Major Gen. Craufurd, and of Lieut. Col. Colborne, and of the 


iissiiuli ; and they derided to submit their intentions to tlieir friend and Commaiidinf; 
(»fiicer Lieut. Cul. Colborne (now Lieut. Cieii. Lord Seaton). After matuie deliberation, a 
letter was addressed to Major Cen. R. Craufurd in the fullowinf^ terms : 

* In the fluent of Ciudad ilodrigo htanduig an at,multy ami that the Light divteion should be 
emploged in it, the fulhunug officers of the b'ld are desirous of offering their services : 

* Majuu (t. Nafilh to tommand the Stomung Vartg, 

‘ Libut. Gurwood „ the Forlorn llu/te' 

This pa])er, beiiif^ recommended by Col. Colbonie, was carried by tliem in the eveninf; 
to the quarters of Major Gen. Craufurd, to whom it was sent up. No answer was returned. 

The order for the march of the division to the trenidies, out of its turn, soon after day- 
light on the moriiinff of the It^th, aftbrded the hope that it was to be employed in the 
assault; but it was only on the arrival of the divisiou at La Caridad, when the ordeis 
from head quarters were received foi the formation of a storming party of 300 men, with a 
proportion of officers, that (be intentions of Major Napier and Lieut. Ourwood were made 
known, as being appointed to specific commands in the assault. It was ver^ apparent that 
the same desire in many of their brother officers, checked only by the unwillingness to be 
taxed witli presumption, had been thus aiitici^ted ; and Major Napier and Lieut. Gur- 
wood watched, with increased anxiety, the Iji-colored flag on the tower near the lesser 
bleach, that it might not be struck, and expose tlieir announced demonstration for self- 
distinction to disappointment. This was a nervous excitement, absoihmg all thoughts in 
the soldier, who saw reputation and honor just witlun his grasp. Success, however, soon 
banished this, to give way to feelings difficult to be imagined, still more so to be described. 

In the subsequent and more dangerous assaults of Badajoz, Burgos, and Son Sebastian, 
the senior officers of each rank claimed privilege and preference ; but the breaches being 
insulated and better defended, unfortunately none successfully survived the storm of them. 
liote at p. 477.) 

* Killed in the assault at Badajoz. 

I The late Major Gen. Sir James Campbell, K.C.B. 

I Major Gen. Sir J. Grey, K.C.B. 
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troops of the Light division, in the storm of the redoubt of San Francisco, 
on the evening of the 8th inst. The conduct of these troops was equally 
distinguished throughout the siege; and in the storm, nothing could 
exceed the gallantry with which these brave officers and troops advanced 
and accomplished the difficult operation allotted to them, notwithstanding 
that all their leaders had fallen. 

I particularly request your Lordship’s attention to the conduct of 
Major Gen. Craufurd, Major Gen. Vandeleur *, Lieut. Col. Barnard of 
the 95th f , Lieut. Col. Colbome Major Gibbs §, and Major Napier of 
the 52d, and Lieut. Col. Macleod of the 4.3d ||. The conduct of Capt. 
Duffy of the 43d% and that of Lieut. Gurwood ** of the 52d regt., who was 
wounded, have likewise been particularly reported to me. Lieut. Col. 
Elder and the 3d ca^adorcs were likewise distinguished upon this occasion. 

The Ist Portuguese regt., under Lieut. Col. Hill, and the 16th, under 
Col. Campbell, being Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade, were likewise dis- 
tinguished in the storm under the command of the Brig. General, who 
particularly mentions Major Lynch. 

In my dispatch of the 1 5tb, I reported to your Lordship the attack of 
tlie convent of S** Cruz by the troops of the 1st division, under the direc- 
tion of Lieut. Gen. Graham, and that of the convent of San Francisco, on 
the 14th inst., under the direction of Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville. 
The first mentioned enterprise was performed by Capt. Laroche de Stark- 
er fels, of the Ist line batt. K. G. L. ; the last by Lieut. Col. Harcourt, with 
the 40th regt. This regiment remained from that time in the suburb of 
San Francisco, and materially assisted our attack on that side of the place. 

Althotigh it did not fall to the lot of the troops of the 1 st and 4tli 
divisions to bring these operations to a successful close, they distinguished 
themselves throughout their progress by the patience and perseverance 
with which they performed the labor of the siege. The brigade of 
Guards, under Major Gen. H. Campbell, were particularly distinguished 
in this respect. 

I likewise request your Lordship’s attention to the conduct of Lieut. 


* Geij. Sir J. Vaodeleur, G.C.B. 

f Gen. Sir A. Barnard, G.C.B. 

I Now Lif'ut. Gen. Lord Seaton, G.C.B, 

6 Major Gen. Sir K. Gibbs, K.C.B. 

f| Lieut. Col. Macleod was sulisequeiitly killed in the assault of Badajoi. 

% Major Gen. Dully, C.B. 

** Col. Gurwood, the compiler of this work. Lieut. Gurwood, 52d regt., led the ‘ for- 
lorn hope^ of the Light division in the assault of tiie lesser breacli. He afterwards took the 
French governor, Gieri. Barri4, in the citadel; and from tlie hands of Lord Wellington, on 
the breach by which he iiad entered, be received the sword of his prisoner. The permission 
accorded by the Duke of Wellington to compile this work has doubtless been tme of the 
distinguished consequences resulting from this service ; and Col. Gurwood feels pride, as 
a soldier of fortune^ in here oilering himself os an encouraging example to thesnbalteni 
in future wars. 

The detail of the assault of Ciudad Rodrigo by the lesser breach is of too little imi>ort- 
ance, excepting to those who served in it, to Iwcome a matter of history. The compiler, 
however, takes this opportunity of otiserving, that Col. W. Napier has b^n misinformed 
respecting the conduct of the * forlorn hope,* in the account given of it by him, as it 
appears iii the Appendix to the 4th volume (first edition)^ of his * History of the Peninsular 
War.' A correct statement, and proofs of it, have been since fiiniished to Col. W. Napier, 
for any future edition of bis work, which will render any further notice of it here un- 
necessary. (Sfer note at p. 477.) 
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Col. Fletcher, the chief Engineer, and of Brigade Major Jones, and the 
officers and men of the Royal Engineers. The ability with which these 
operations were carried on exceeds all praise ; and I beg leave to recom» 
mend these officers to your Lordship most particularly. 

Major Dickson of the Royal artillery, attached to the Portuguese artil- 
lery, has for some time had the direction of the heavy train attached to 
this army, and has conducted the intricate details of the late operation, os 
he did those of the two sieges of Badajoz in the last summer, much to my 
satisfaction. The rapid execution produced by the well directed fire kept 
up from our batteries affords the best proof of the merits of the officers 
and men of the Royal artillery, and of the Portuguese artillery, em- 
ployed on this occasion ; but I must particularly mention Brigade Major 
|lay,* and Capts. Holcombe, Power, Dynely, and Dundas, of the Royal 
artillery, and Capts. Da Cunha and Da Costa, and Lieut. Silva, of the 
regt. of Portuguese artillery. 

t have likewise particularly to report to your Lordsliip the conduct of 
Major Sturgeon of the Royal Staff corps. f He constructed and placed 
for ^ the bridge over tlie Agueda, without which the enterprise could 
not have been attempted ; he afterwards materially assisted Lieut. Gen, 
Graham and myself in our reconnaissance of the place on which the plan 
t)f the attack was founded ; and he finally conducted the 2d batt 5th regt., 
os well as the 2d ca<jadores, to their points of attack. 

The A. G.,t and the D. Q. M. G.,§ and the officers of their several 
departments, gave me every assistance throughout this service, as well as 
those of my personal Staff ; and I have great j)leasure in adding that not- 
withstanding the season of the year, and the increased difficulties of pro- 
curing supplies for the troops, the whole army have been well supplied, 
and every branch of the service provided for during the late operations, 
by the indefatigable exertions of Commissary Gen. Bissett, and the officers 
belonging to his department. 

Mariscal de Campo, Don Carlos de Espafia, and Don Julian Sanchez, 
observed the enemy’s movements beyond tlie Tormes during the opera- 
tions of the siege ; and I am much obliged to them, and to the people of 
Castille in general, for the assistance 1 received from tliem. The latter 
have invariably shown their detestation of the French tyranny, and their 
desire to contribute, by every means in their power, to remove it. 

I shall hereafter transmit to your Lordship a detailed account of what 
we have found in the place ; but I believe that there are 153 pieces of 
ordnance, including the heavy train belonging to the French army, and 
great quantities of ammunition and stores. We have the Governor, Gen. 
Barrid, about 78 officers, and 1700 men, prisoners. 

I transmit this dispatch by my aide de camp, Major the Hon. A. Gordon,|| 
who will give your Lordship any further details you may require ; and 1 
beg leave to recommend him to your protection. 

* Major Gen. Sir John May, K.C.B, 

I Killed near Vic Bigorre in 1813. 

I Major Gen. the Hun. C. Stewart (Morquif ef Londondeny). 

$ Lieut Col. de Lancey. 

II Killed at Waterloo. 
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P.S. I enclose a return of the prisoners and of the ordnance which 
have been taken on this occasion. I have not yet been able to collect the 
returns of the killed and wounded. 1 therefore transmit a list, containing 
the names of those who have fallen, according to the best information 1 
could obtain, and shall forward the returns to your Lordship as soon as 
possible. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Oallegoi, 22d Jan. 1812. 

1 have the honor to enclose the returns of the killed and wounded of 
the troops engaged in the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, which it was not in 
my power to transmit to your Lordship in my dispatch of the 20th inst. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing during tlie siege and in the assault of Ciudad 
llodrigo, from the Htli to the 19th Jan. 1812. 



Officers. 

'g o E 
111 

gj-o 

25 *S cSd 

R. and F. 

Total loss of officers, 
non - conimissiuiied 
officers, and R. & F. ^ 

Killed 

9* 

11 

158 

178 

Wounded .... 

70 

35 

713 

818 

Missing 

— 

— 

7 

• 7 


To tlie Earl of LiverjKX)!. (viillegos, 20th Jan. 1812. 

You will receive with this the account of the successful termination of 
our operation, in half the time that I told you it would take, and less than 
half that which the French spent in taking the same place from the Sj)a- 
niards, as you will see by referring to tlie dispatches of that period. 
Marmonl is collecting his army. He was to be at Salamanca to-morrow, 
and be talks of raising the siege with 50,000 men on the 29th. 

I enclose you a copy of a letter from Mr. Stuart, which contains bad 
news, and a paper published at Cadiz, giving accounts of tlie same events. 
It is not true that a single man of Marmont’s army, or Dorsenne’s, has 
gone to Valencia; and if and his army are taken, I attribute this 

* Among the killed was Ciipt. Dobbs, 52d regt., who bod distiiiguislied himself at the 
l>ridge of Marialva, and in the aflkir of Sabugal, wiiere he recovered the howitzer taken by 
the 43d regt., but retaken by the enemy. He was killed in the assault of the lesser breach. 
Capt. Dobbs was a first rate soldier; pfmsessing qualifications which would have done 
honor to a much higher rank than that in which he died. 

Note, 1844. Major Gtn, fV, Napier, in the ' Juettfieatory Noiei to the Gth vol, of hie 
‘ History of the fVar in the Peninsvla,' has caVrd ui question the correctness if the foregoing 
note (ptAlished in the let edition of this ufork) as regards the recapture of the howitzer at 
Sabugal, Col, Gurwood forwarded to Major Gen. Napier in 1843 the authorities for 
the statement he had thus made. Major Gen. IV, Napier has also alluded in his * Justifioa-~ 
lory Notes" to another statement of CoL Gurwood, in the following tet'ms : * 7%m note, though 
put forth, as it were, with the uwght of the Duke of IVelhugf on s name, by being inserted 
among his Dispatches, shall have an answer," 8fc, In consequence of this remark of Major 
Gen. IV. Napier, Col. Gurwood has ref rained from making this work the channel oommu^ 
nkation of a sidtsequent correspondence relating to the affair at Sabugal, and the assault of 
Ciudad Rodrigo ; but it is his present intention, as soon as he shall have completed this work, to 
have the documents and correspondence printed for private circulation, for tin ^formation of 
those who may desire to read themm 
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event to *8 ignorance of his profession, and ’s cowardice and 

treachery. 

To H. R. H. the Commander in Chief. Gallegos^ 20th Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to transmit by Major the Hon. A. Gordon extracts of 
two dispatches, and the copy of one of this day’s date to the Sec. of State, 
giving an acgount of the operations of the siege and of the capture of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. I likewise enclose copies of letters from Major Gen. 
Craufurd and Lieut. Col. Colbome, recommending the officers who con- 
ducted the attack of the redoubt of San Francisco on the 8th inst.* 

I beg leave to recommend to your Royal Highness’ favor the officers 
mentioned in the enclosed dispatches. 

To the Lady Sarah Napier. Gallegos, 20th Jan. 1812. 

1 am sorry to tell you that your son George was again wounded in the 
right arm so badly last night, in the storm of Ciudad Rodrigo, that it was 
necessary to amputate it above the elbow. He, however, bore the opera- 
tion remarkably well ; and I have seen liim this morning, quite well, free 
from pain and fever, and enjoying highly his success before he had re- 
ceived his wound. When he did receive it, he only desired that I might 
be informed that he had led his men to the top of the breach before he 
had fallen. 

Having such sons, I am aware that you expect to hear of those misfor- 
tunes which I have more than once had to communicate to you ; and not- 
withstanding your affection for them, you have so just a notion of the 
value of the distinction they are daily acquiring for themselves, by their 
gallantry and good conduct, that their misfortunes don’t make so great 
an impression upon you. 

Under such circumstances, I perform the task which I have taken upon 
myself with less reluctance, hoping at the same time that this will be the last 
occasion on which I shall have to address you upon such a subject, and 
that your brave sons will be spared to you. Although the last was the 
most serious, it was not the only wound which George received during 
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo : he was hit by the splinter of a shell in the 
shoulder on the IGth. 

To Col. Lord Aylmer. Gallegos, 20tb Jon. 1812. 

Your brother in law, Gen. Mackinnon,t was unfortunately blown up by 
the explosion of one of the enemy’s magazines on the ramparts of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, after he had led the storm of the breach by his brigade. I have 
recommended his widow, and children, if he has any, to Mr. Perceval ; 
and 1 have informed him that measures should be taken to apprise him of 
the state of the circumstances in which they have been left. You must 
perform this task ; and wait upon Mr^ Perceval, and tell him that you do 
so by my desire. 

* To the Rt Hon. H. Wellesley. Gallegos, 21 st Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to transmit, by Brig. Gen. Alava, a copy of my 

• Etee i>. 463. ’ 

f He was buried at E8))eja by the officers of the Coldstream Guards. 
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dispatch to the Sec. of State, giving an account of the capture of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

Brig. Gen. Alava having been with me throughout these operations, 
will be able to add such details as I may have omitted ; and I beg you to 
inform the Spanish government that I am much indebted to him, and to 
Mariscal dc Campo Don Carlos de Espana, and Don Julian Sanchez, for 
the success of this operation. 

The people of Castille have shown on this, as indeed on every occasion 
in which I have had any thing to do with them, their detestation of the 
French yoke, and their desire to contribute to the defeat of the enemy by 
every means in tlieir power. 

I have given the place, and all it contains, over to the Capt. Gen. 
Castanos, who is in this part of the country. 

P.S. I also enclose copies of my dispatches to the Sec. of State of the 
15th Inst., and of this date. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gullegoi, 21st Jan. 1812. 

I have received reports stating that Marshal Marmont, having arrived 
at Valladolid on the 11th, had heard about the 15th of the operations 
against Ciudad Rodrigo. 1 see, by an intercepted letter, that he intended 
to be at Salamanca on this day, and I have been informed that he liad 
given directions for the collection of his army on the Tormes by the 25th, 
and he expected to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo by the 29th. Gen. Dorsenne 
was to accompany Marshal Marmont to Salamanca on this day, but I have 
not heard that any of the troops of the army of the north were likely to be 
on the Tormes, excepting Thit^bault^s division. 

Tlie division of infantry under Gen. Bonet has been withdrawn from 
the Asturias, and has been added to the ‘ Arnude de PvrtugaV These 
troops are now on their inarch towards the Tormes, and had passed Bena- 
ventc when I last heard from that quarter. Tlie division under the com- 
mand of Gen. Souham, which has always continued in Castille, between 
the Tormes and the Douro, since the enemy relieved Ciudad Rodrigo in 
September last, has likewise been added to the same army. This division 
is strong, and 1 should imagine the two would amount to about 13,000 
men. These reinforcements would increase the ‘ Armee de PortugaV to 
about 45,000 men, as it is certain that the whole have returned from the 
eastward, and are between Valladolid and the Tagus. These troops, with 
Thiebault’s division, are what Marmont can now collect upon the Tormes, 
and it is reported that they will amount to 50,000 men. 

I am concerned to have to inform your Lordship that Marshal Suchet 
attacked Gen. Blake’s position in front of Valencia, on the 26th Dec. 
The divisions of Villa Campa and Mahy, and Gen. Frey re’s cavalry, were 
cut off from Gen. Blake and Valencia, and Gen. Mahy retreated to the 
position of Alcira, across the Jucar; these troops having suffered con- 
siderably in the action, and having lost all their artillery. By accounts 
from Alicante, of the Ist, it appears that Gen. Mahy was retreating upon 
that city. It is not known what had occurred in Valencia, or on the right 
of the army, on the 26th, but firing was heard in the city on that day and 
the 27th. It is stated tliat Marshal Suchet had been reinforced by troops 
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detached frdm Madrid ; and in a report of Gen. Mahy’s, from Alcira, of 
the 27th ult., published at Cadiz on the 11th inst, 1 see that he elates 
tha} Marshal Suchet had been reinforced troops from the army under 
the command of Marshal Marmont. But what I have above stated of the 
‘ Ann^e de Portugal * will show your Lordship that, although a part of 
the ^ Armh de PorttigaV marched in the direction of Valencia, the whole 
have returned and never entered that kingdom. 

By accounts from Cadiz to the 10th inst., I learn that the enemy had 
broken ground regularly before Tarifa, and having brought up their 
heavy artillery opened their fire upon the place on the 29th Dec., and 
immediately effected a breach in the walls. They attempted to carry this 
breach by storm on the 31st Dec., but were beat off by the gallant troops 
under the command of Gen. Copons and Col. Skerrett, composing the 
garrison ; and notwithstanding that by a continued fire from that day to 
the evening of the 4th Jan. the enemy had completely laid the town 
open, they did not venture to assault it again, but retired in the night of 
the^ 4th inst., leaving behind them 7 pieces of cannon and 2 hf avy howitzers, 
and all the carriages and stores collected for the siege. 

I don't send your Lordship Col. Skerrett’s reports, as I understand from 
Major Gen. Cooke that he has transmitted them ;* but I can't refrain from 


* Miijor Gen. Cooke to the Kurl of Liverpool. Cadw, 29th Dec. isii. 

I lieg leave to refer your Lordship to the copy of iny last dispxteli to Gen. Vise. Wel- 
lington, with the enclosed in it, relative to the situation of alVairs at Tarifa. 

I have not leceived any thing from thence since the 24th, at which date the French had 
not hioiiglit up their artillery ; and there has lieen so much rain during tlic last two days 
that they may have met with great difficultioi. 

Major Geii. Cooke to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. Cadiz, 27th Dec. IRll. 

1 have the honor to transmit coiiies of dispatches from Col. Skerrett to the date of the 
24tli. 

Tiie enemy's troojis, in atldition to those employed immediately against Torifii, ex- 
tended across the plain to Vejer, where Marshal Victor had Ins quaiters with a stiong 
corps. 1 do not learn any thing of Gen. Ballesteros since my last. 

Col. Skerrett to Major Gen. Cooke. Tarifa, 24th Dec. isii. 

1 have the honor to report that on the 20th inst. the enemy invested this town with from 
4000 to 5000 infantry, and from 200 to 300 cavalry. As it was not advisable to light so 
siipeiior a force, I resisted him for an hour with the cavalry and infantry, Spanish and 
British piquets of tlie garrison, reinforced by a com])any of the 05th, and two 6 ]iouader 
field guns, of Capt. Hughes' biigode. The loss of the enemy was considerable. On the 
21st Capt. Wren, of the 1 1th, destroyeil with his com|)any a small piquet of the enemy. 
On the 22d 1 made a sortie at the request of Gen. Conons, and in conjunction witli liis 
troo{M, with the intention to ascertain me numbers of the enemy, by inducing him to show 
bis columns. His light troops Buffered considerably fiom our shells. The enemy is now 
making his approaches at a long musket shot from the town ; but the ground so completely 
commauds u^ and is so favorable to him, that our small guus have little or no effect upon 
him. 

Major Gen. Cooke to the Earl of Liverpool. ^ Cudiz, Slst Dee. 1811. 

1 have received a dispatch from Col. Skerrett, dated yesterday, of which I enclose a copy. 
It apijears that the enemy had brought up four 16 pounders and some howitiers, and had 
opened their fire against the wall on Uie 29t)i. The sbijiping bad been driven away by the 
'gales of wind. 


Col. Skerrett to Major Gen. Cooke. ' Tarlfk, soth Dec, I8ii. 

In my last 1 had the honor to state that the enemy hod invested this town on the 20lh 
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lixpreA^ing my admiration of the conduct of Col. Skerrett, and the brave 
troops under his command, nor from recommending them to the protec- 
tion of your Lordship. 

inst. ; lince which {leriod he haa rapidly carried on a regular parallel and approach against 
the wall of the town, which 1 consider os doing much honor to the garrison. 

1 have several times found it necessary to drive Itack the enemy's advance, and to iiiter- 
ru])t his works, in which we have met with a slight loss; and tlie enemy, from Imiig exposed 
to the fire of a few small guns we possess on the towers, has suffered considerably. It was 
only on these occasions that we materially annoyed the enemy; for the wall of the town is 
so completely commanded, that, in a lew houis’ work, he has every where much letter 
cover than ourselves. 

The enemy yesterday oi)Ciied his fire at half past 10, and continued to luitter in breach 
at a distance of about 300 yanls, with 4 Ficnch 10 pounders outlie east wall, near the 
Ketiro gate, and 4 howitzers, and other smaller pieces playing on the island and causeway. 
He cuiitiiiiied a constant fire until night, the first and each shot passing through the wall, 
and through some of the houses in the rear of it. llefore night a ]iracticah1e hreach was 
effected. He this day continued to widen the breach, and, 1 imagine, will not attein])t the 
assault until it is extended to the tower on each flank (a space of about 40 yards). 1 have 
traversed the streets and taken the only measure by which there is a chance of jireserviiig 
tlie place, that of defending the houses. The enemy's force uiii])loyed in the siege is stated 
at 10,000 ; probably this is in some degice exaggerated. A coiihtant fire of musketry is 
interchanged. 1 have |iarticiilarly to regret the loss of the service of Lieut, (rauiiter, 
1). A. Q. M. G., a very intelligent and brave officer, who is severely wounded. 

Major Gen. Cooke to the Earl of Ltver{Kiol. raihr, loih Jan. 1812. 

1 beg to congratulate your Lordship upon the complete failure of tlie enemy's exneilition 
against Tari fa, and to refer you to the eiirloseil ropy of niy letter to (jeu Loid Wellington, 
conveying Col. Skerrett's repoits of the Fietich having been repulsed with great loss in 
assaulting the breach wliicli they ha<l effect(‘d in the wall, and of their having retreated on 
the night of the 4th, leaving their lieavy attillery and a quantity of stores on the ground. 

Your Lordship will see tiiat Cul. Skeirett, and the Inave troo])B iindei his command, liave 
tliuroiighly dune their duty. He has expressed his sense of tlie effectual co-operation of the 
Spanish troops under Gen. Co]ions, who in his report gives his full approbation of the con- 
duct of C'ol. Skerrett, and the liritish troops under liis orders, ujion this, as he has done 
upon former occcisions during the last 3 months. 

Capf. O’Doiioghuo, of the 17th regt., acting aide de camp to Col Skerrett, has charge of 
this dispatch, and will give your Lordship any details relative to the late events at Tanfa. 

Major Gen. Cooke to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. Cadiz, loth J.m. lAls. 

1 last night received a disputrh from Col. Skerrett, dated the 1st inst., of which I have 
the honor to transmit a copy, reporting the defeat of a strong column of the enemy on the 
day before, in an assault of tlie breach which they hud made in the wall of Tarifa. 

1 received at the same time intelligence from Lieut. Gen. Cainpliell, that the French had 
broken up from before the ]ilace in tlie niglit f>f the 4lh, leaving their ai'tillery, &c., and 
retiiiiig by a pass of La Pena, under the tiie of the navy. 

1 have tills tnorning received CoK Skerrett’s re|)urt of that most satisfactory event, by bis 
aide de camp, Capt. O'Doiiogliue, and I beg leuie to refci your Lordship to tlie copies of 
them. 

Col. Skerrett to Major Gen. Cooke. Taiiia. i»t J.ui. 1812 . 

In my Inst 1 had the honor to state that the enemy commenced to hatter in breach on 
the 29tli Dec., since which jierlod until yesterday lie kept up a heavy (ire of cunnoii on the 
breach, and of shells on the town, causeway, and inland. At 8 o'clock on tlie morning of 
the 3 Ist Dec. a strong column was seen rapidly oil vaiicing to the breach; our musketry 
several times checked the enemy ; and the linn front and intrepid lieiiaviour of ^he tioo))s, in 
less than on hour, gained a complete victory. The most hold of tiie enemy fell near the 
foot of tlie breach, and the mass of the column made a precipitate retreat. 

The situation of the enemy's wounded, with which the ground was covered between bis 
battery and our lire, where they must inevitably liave perished, induced me, from motives 
of compassion, to hoist a flog of truce to carry them off Some were brought into the place 
over the breach ; but from the extreme difficulty attending tliis, 1 allowed the enemy to 
carry the remainder away. Gen. Jjevul, the French Commauder in Chief, expressed his 
acknowledgments for the conduct of the British and Siianish nations on this occasirn, in 
the most feeling and grateful terms. We liave made priaouers 10 officers, and 20 or SO 
soldiers ; ffie enemy's loss has been very severe. The column that attacked the breadi was 
VOL. V. 2 1 
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The troops under the command of Lieut. Gen. Hill have passed the 
frontiers of Portugal, and the left of them are, I believe,' this day at Cas- 
tello Branco. Gen. Drouet had not arrived at Merida, according to the 
last accounts. 

T/te j 4.G, to the Officer in charge of pruonera o/war^ Fueatte GuinaUo, 2lst Jan. 1812. 

I have to request that on the receipt of this you will proceed with the prisoners 
of war under your charge to Sabugal, at which place you will be joined by an officer 
having also in charge 90 additional prisoners ; from thence you w'ill proceed with 
the whole towards Lisbon, agreeably to the route that will be delivered to you by 
the above officer. 

The A,G. to the Officer in charge of pnaonera of war, Sahugal, 2l8t Jan. 1812. 

I am to acquaint you that an escort of 200 men from Lieut. Gen. Hill’s corps is 
ordered to proceed to Pedrogao to take charge of the prisoners of war on their 
arrival at that place, under which they are to be conducted to Abrantes. You 
will be pleased to hand over to the officer in command of the above escort the route 
for the party, and any further instructions yon may have received on this head of 
service; particular care being taken that the officers and prisoners are made 
acquainted that the people of tlie country will shoot any one of them that attempts 
to escape, 'file escort under your command, on performing this service, will rtjoiii 
their division. 

The A.G. to Governor Loho, Abraniea. 21 st Jan. 1612 

I have the honor to acquaint you that the prisoners captured at Ciudad Rodrigo 
arc now on their march under escort to Abrantes, from wliich place I am to re- 
quest a sufficient guard may be appointed to conduct them to Lisbon by water. 


2000 men, coinpised of all the grenadiers and voltigcnrs of the army. The enemy in- 
vested thin town on the 20th Dec. ; since which ])eiiod, 1000 Biitihli, and 700 or 800 
Spanish tioops, with only the defence of a wall, which upfiears to have been huilt us a 
defence agaiiist uri.liery, and bef.ae the use of gun])owder, lia\p resisted an aimy of 10,000 
men, with a reguUi hdtteiiiig tiain of artillery, and have at last defeated and repulsed 
them. 

The wall of tlie town has the additional disadvantage of being commanded within half 
musket shot, and tlanked or taKi'ii in reveise in almost every piirt. 

The conduct of all the tioups lias been iidmlnihle; ami that of Lieut. Col. Gough* and 
the 2d liatt. of the R7th regt. exceeds all praise. Equal ciedit is due to the iiidefatigahle 
exertions of C.tpl. .Smith,-| Royal KngiiiP*'is, to whom much of our success is due. 1 have 
on all occasions leccived the gieatest ussisfance from the military exiiciieiice and the great 
exertions of Lieut, (/ol. Lord Prohy, second in command. 

We have to regret tlie loss of 2 officers killed, Lieut. Longley, Royal Engineers, and 
Lieut. Hall, 47tii legt. 

Col. Skerrelt to Major Gen. Cooke. Tarifa, 5th Jnn. 1812. 

In my letter of the 1st inst. 1 had tiie honor to relate the jiarticulars of our proceedings 
here, and of our victoiy at the breach. Since that peiiod the enemy has kept up a partial 
file, and the hrearli was yesterday completely open for a sjiace of 25 or 30 yanls. 

Fiom the movements of the enemy last night, 1 was induced to suppise he intended ano- 
ther assault, and the garrison waited in eager expectation to give him another pi oof of 
British valor. To our astonishment, this morning ut daylight tlie columns of the enemy 
were already at a distance, having taken advantage of a daik and stormy night to make a 
precipitate retreat, leaving in our possession all hisaitillcry, ainmunilion, stores, &c. 

1 immediately ordered Major Broad, with a part of the 47lh legt., to follow the enemy ; 
he took possession of his artillery, waggons, and^a quantity of stores, time enough to save 
tliem from the llames. the enemy having set fire to them. We have made some ])iisonei8. 
From the iiumlief of dead found on the ground the enemy occupied, his loss on the whole 
must have been very great 

Marshal Victor was present in the French cumn to give orders for the retreat. 

We have thus seen the greatest effort the Frencli are cafiable of making frustrated by 

* Lieut Gen. Sir H. Gough, G.C.B. 
f Major Gan. Sir Charles Felix Smith, K.C.l8.| &c. 
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To Gkn. Victoria. Gallegot, 22d Jan. 1812. 

I received your Excellency’s letter of the 8th inst. 1 had received the 
most positive information that Don JoSo Leal, who was employed by you 
to get intelligence of the enemy’s movements, was a spy employed by 
Gen. Philippon, the Governor of Badajoz. There can be no doubt of tliis 
fact, and I therefore directed that he should be arrested ; and he must be 
given over to the person who will demand him on tlie part of Gen. Gas- 
tanos, in order to be tried as a spy. 

If I could entertain a doubt upon the fact of his being a French sjiy, 
the nature of the intelligence which he gave to your Excellency, and 
which you communicated to me, would have convinced me of it I have 
never seen any thing of the kind so impudently false and extravagant ; 
and it is obvious that he communicated it to you that he might have, 
through your protection, the means of acquiring real intelligence for the 
enemy. 


To Major Gen. Peacocke. Gallegos, 22d Jan. 1812. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will let me know by return of 
post whether the duty at Fort S. Julian can be done without the battalion 
of marines now stationed tliere. 


1800 British and S])ani8h troops, with only the defence of a paltry wall; and an army of 
10,000 men, rommaiidvd by a Marshal of France, retreating from them silently in the 
night, after liaving been repulsed and defeated, leaving l)ehind all their artillery and 
stores, collected at a great expense and by immense exertions. 

1 enclose a return of artillery and stores taken from the enemy. 

The unremitting vigilant e and exertion, (he xeal and intrepidity, of every individual of 
this garrison, is above praise. 

1 liave the honor to dispatch this by my acting aide de camp, C'apt. O’Donoghue, of 
the 47th regt., who is in jiusscssion of eveiy information relative to my proceedings at this 
])lacc; an officer of great merit and considerable length of seivice. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing at Tarifa, from 21th Dec. 1811, to Ist Jan. 
1812, (See Appendix, No. XVII.) 
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Col. Skerrett to Major Gen. Cooke. Tarifa, 9th .Tan. 1812. 

In my letter of the 5tli inst 1 omitted to mention tlie unremitting exertions, and the 
great assistance afforded to this place for a considerable time post by Cants. Dickson, Searle, 
Fell, and Carroll, of His Majesty's navy, the last of whom commanded tlie division of gun 
boats, and has on many occasions materially annoyed the enemy, and impeded his pro- 
gress in bringing up his guns for the siege, in which service he lias beeu exposed to consi- 
derable danger, which 1 request may be added to my report 


2 I 2 
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To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Oallegoi, 22d Jan. 1812, 11 p.m. 

Major Gordon will have shown you my dispatch to the Sec. of State^ 
containing the account of the storm of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

It appears that Marmont is assembling his army upon the Tormes, and 
{ saw this day an order for the preparation of rations at Banos for 20,000 
men, which looks like the march of a column into the valley of the 
Alagon. We have not yet received your distribution, but I shall be 
obliged to you if you will place 3 brigades of the 2d division, including 
the Portuguese brigade, at and about Gastello Branco, extending towards 
Idanha a Nova : send the heavy 6 pounders across likewise. If I should 
see occasion to move these troops, I shall do so by orders from hence, and 
you can join them afterwards, before they can come in contact with the 
enemy. Send a squadron or two of cavalry across the Tagus to look out 
to their front towards Zarza la Maior. 

I suspect, tliat if Marmont should move upon this army, either by way 
of saving appearances, or really to endeavor to regain possession of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, before we can have put the place in order, he will turn 
us by the Puerto de Perales ; in that case, 1 propose to cut off the troops 
which he will employ in this operation, unless they should be very nume- 
rous. I intend that you should move uj>on Moriileja, &c., while the 
troops of this army, keeping their front upon the Agueda and Bayllo, 
shall attack the corps which will come up by Perales, and drive them 
back upon you. If you should have 3 brigades at and in front of Gas- 
tello Branco, and the rest cantoned in column, ready to follow, you will 
he fully prepared for all that 1 propose for you. I think it most pro- 
bable, however, that when Marmont shall have heard of our success, he 
will not move at all Our trenches and batteries will be effaced to- 
morrow, and the breaches will be in a state of defence against a ror/p de 
main to-morrow, or next day, and the town provisioned and in order. 

Marmont was to be at Salamanca yesterday, his army was to be on the 
Tormes the 25th, and lie expected to raise the siege on the 29th. The 
orders for the preparations for the march of troops by Banos, are for the 
21st, 22d, and 23d; but there were no movements on the Tormes on the 
20th, and none at Navalmoral on the 19th, 

G. O. GollpjfOb, 22d Jan. 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces conp^tulates the General officers, officers, and troops 
engaged in the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, upon the brilliant result of their labors and gal- 
lantry, achieved on the niglit of the lUth inst. He assures them all that he will not fail to 
re]iort their conduct to II. K H. the Commander in Chief, and to the Secretary of State, for 
the information of H. R. H. the Prince Regent, In the terms which it merits. 

Gallegos. 22d Jan. 1812. 

1. To prevent the inconvenience arising to officers having claims for bat and forage, and 
military contingencies, from the payment Ixiirig made at head quarters, an arrangement has 
been made, that the same shall be paid by the senior Commissariat officer attached to divi- 
sions of infantry and brigades of cavalry, to wlibm application must be made for the same, 
when each Commanding officer will give notice that lie has funds in his hands to liquidate 
such demands. ^ 

2 . * * * * * 

• Which sentence has been confirmed by his Excellency the Commander of the Forces. 

3. Ill consideration of the good conduct of tlu 88th regt. in the recent operations of the 
army, the Gfimmander of die Forces remits that part of thf sentwice of die General Court 

Maitial under which the prisoners and are to ryseive a corporal punishment, 

but tliey must be put under «top}iages to icjiay the money which they took respectively. 
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I'o Lieut. Col. Sii H. Dougloi^ Bart. Gallegoi^ 22d Jan. 161*2. 

Gen. Abadia will have been apprised from Gen. Castaiios’ head quarters 
of the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo on the 19th. 1 have been so pudi occu- 

pied since that 1 have not been able to write to you. 

lie will have heard from other quarters of the march of Bonet’s divi- 
sion from the Asturias ; and 1 conclude, that if those troop should not 
have been relieved by a body equally numerous, Gen. Abadia will have 
taken possession of that province. Gen. Bond’s and Gen. Souham’s 
divisions are added to the ‘ Arm^e de Portugal and will hereafter be 
employed in watcliing our movements. 1 suspect that tlie Guards will 
not be employed in the Asturias ; and I doubt that Dorsenne has any otlicr 
troops to send there, excepting a very bad and weak division, composed 
of detachments of regiments of the line, under the command of Gen. 
Thiebault. 

Having taken Ciudad Rodrigo, it is very desirable that I should move 
from this quarter. If Gen. Abadia can’t move forward so as to divert 
the attention of the enemy from me, or from other (juarters, can he in 
the months of March and April, when all the streams will be full, 
defend Galicia? Pray let me hear from you in answer to this question 
soon. 

The French are talking of moving in this direction ; but they had not 
heard of the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo. If they should move this way, 1 
hope to give a good account of them. 


Tke A,G, to Major Gen, CMlle^ 4/A divieion, 2ith Jan. 1812. 

1 have the honor to acquaint you, upon the resignation of Lieut. , of the 

, herewith retuincd, that the Commander of the Forces cannot receive it in 

its ])resent sliape as dated at an advanced period of 3 months; and that oiHcer's 
resignation, if forwarded, must be dated from the day lie sends it in. 

The A.G. to Paymaster Williams, 44/ A regt,, 5th division. 24th Jan. 1812. 

I have received and laid your letter of the 10th inst. before the Commander of 
the Forces, and I uiii to acquaint you that his Excellency, in the present instance, 
will admit of your excuse, but trusts that the same inattention to your duty, in ab- 
senting yourself as Paymaster of the 41lh regt., will not occur again. 


Meniuraiidum fur Major Gen. Uortliwick and Major Dickson, R.A., and the Commissary 
General. 26th Jan. 1812. 

1. As soon as the gun bullocks shall have brought in the ordnance to 
Almeida, it is desirable that the sixteen 24 pounders carronades (howitzers) 
should be sent uif to the Alentcjo by 8 bullocks to each. 

They might go by easy stages, and the 1 50 bullocks required to draw 
tlic bridge might accompany them, in order to assist in their removal. 

2. Twenty 24 pounder guns and their carriages, and six spare carriages, 
with their necessary small stores, should likewise be removed from Al- 
meida to Barca d’Alva. They should there be embarked in boats and sent 
down to Oporto, and thence by sea to Setuval. 

3. A letter has been written to Mr. Boyes, to request him to send 
to Oporto all the 24 pounder shot and spherical case shot that is at 
Villa da Ponte, and all the powder (900 barrels) that is at Pezo da Regoa 
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to Oporto ; to be there embarked and sent to Setuval by sea without loss 
of time. 

4. As soon as the timber shall be brought to Almeida from Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and the bridge shall be brought on the transporting carriages to 
the same place from the neighbourhood of Gallegos, the bullocks should 
be turned to grass. 

.5. 1000 barrels of gunpowder, recently arrived from England at Lisbon, 
to be ordered immediately to Setuval. 

To llie Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 26tb Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose two memorandums which have been given 
to me by Gen. Borthwick, commanding the artillery with this army ; and 
as I concur entirely with Gen. Borthwick, I shall be much obliged to 
your Lordship if you will direct that we may receive the reinforcements 
of horses, of artillerymen, and of gunner drivers suggested in the enclosed 
memorandums. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Gallegos, 28th Jan. 1812. 

I have received your very kind letter of the 4th inst., and I beg you 
will take an opportunity of assuring the Duke of York that I am obliged 
to His Royal Highness for his recollection of me, as much as if his re- 
commendation of me had been successful. 

I should think that H.R.H. the Prince Regent must have misunder- 
stood Lord Wellesley, when Ilis Royal Highness supposed that he in- 
tended to convey to His Royal Highness that a military government was 
no object to me, and that 1 had other views. Lord Wellesley must have 
said that I had never spoken or written to him or any body else respecting 
such an object ; but he could not have said that I had other views. 
Indeed I don’t know what views I could have, excepting to serve the 
country to the best of my ability. 

I have never stated to any body a wish to have a military government, 
because I make it a rule never to apjdy to any body in any manner for 
any thing for myself ; and I have always been convinced from his known 
character, as well as from experience, that if it was expedient and proper 
that I should receive such a favor, the Duke of York would recommend 
me for it, without any application from myself or my friends. 

1 should have been very happy to receive, at the recommmendation of 
H.R.H. the Commander in Chief, the mark of the favor of the Prince 
Regent which was proposed for me. 

1 have not much time to attend to my own affairs ; and I don’t know 
exactly how I stand with the world at present. The pay of Commander 
of the Forces, which is all that I receive in this country, does not defray 
my expenses here, while my family must be maintained in England ; and 

(i. O. < Gallegot. 28th Jan. ISIS. 

3. Tlic Commander of the Forces lequcsts that when the Paymasters of regiments are 
ordered to attend the Paymaster Gen. to receive the balances due on their estimates, the 
Commanding officers of regiments will see that they obey the order forthwith ; some have 
not yet o()cyed the last order given upon this subject, notwithstanding the inconvenience 
tlmt both officers and troops have siiflTered from being kept wMiout pay longer than the 
hitherto exigencies render necessary. 
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I think it probable that I shall not be richer for having served in the 
Peninsula. A military government, therefore, would be desirable as an 
addition to my income. 

1 believe that we shall have General officers in sufficient numbers, when 
those recently appointed shall arrive, notwithstanding the loss of Mac- 
kinnon and Craufurd, who died of his wounds 4 days ago. 1 propose to 
a])point Clinton or C. Alton to his situation. It will be very desirable to 
get rid of and , but not in a manner to mortify them. 

Pack lias long wished to return to the Britisli service, but I doubt 
whether it would come to his turn to have a British brigade, even now 
that Craufurd and Mackinnon are gone. As soon as it shall come to his 
turn, I will remove him to the British service, and will apply to have him 
made a Brigadier General. 

To Lieut. Geti. Hill. Gallegos, 2Nth Jaii. 1812. 

The enemy have not advanced from the Tormes, and we are every day 
getting on with the re-establishment of Ciudad Rodrigo, so that I hope to 
have the place in a good state in a few days, and I propose immediately to 
replace the army in their old cantonments. 

1 am therefore turning my mind seriously to Badajoz, and Major Dick- 
son goes off to the Alcntejo on the day after to-morrow, and I hope to be 
in a situation to b(‘gin our operations there in the second week in March. 
Among other arrangements, I am sending from hence sixteen 24 pounder 
carronades, which answer either as 24 pounder guns or inch howitzers ; 
and 1 tliink that by means of part of this equipment you might be enabled 
to render an inqiortant service, which would go a great way towards 
enabling us to secure our object at Badajoz. 

When we shall attack Badajoz, we must exj)ect that llie ^Arniee fie Por- 
tugal,' consisting of S divishms of infantry, the whole of which are now 
in Castillo, and the army of the south, will co-operate to oblige us to raise 
the siege. The ^Arunk de Portugal ' would naturally cross the Tagus by 
their bridge at Almaraz, and they would be obliged, at the season of the 
year in which 1 propose to undertake this operation, to go round even by 
Toledo, if we could destroy their bridge and other establishments at that 
place. This is what I wish you to attempt. 

You probably went to look at the bridge of Almaraz when the army 
were at Jaraicejo in the month of August, 18011. As well as 1 recollect, 
the Puerto de Mirabetc commands the whole ground to the river, the 
descent from the Puerto being about a league. The French have there 
three works defended by 15 pieces of cannon (8 pounders) and a howitzer; 
that is to say, one, 1 believe, at the Puerto, and two others below, to de- 
fend the bridge, one being at each side of the river. I am not quite 
certain, however, of the locality of the works ; and some accounts have 
given me reason to believe that the works, besides the one at the Puerto 
de Mirabete, are redoubts tlirown up for the defence of a small village 
called Lugar Nuevo, on one side of the river, and of another called Casas 
del Puerto, on the left side, and about a mile and a half below the Puerto 
de Mirabete. If this be true, it would be possible to destroy the bridge 
without taking the works ; and at all events, if it is not true, and that the 
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works are near the river and properly tUBs de ponty they must be very bad 
ones, as T recollect perfectly that the ground falls on the left side to the 
banks of the river, from the Puerto de Mirabete, and almost an equal 
distance on the right side. 

Under these circumstances, it appears to me that you will have no 
difficulty in destroying the enemy’s bridge at Almaraz ; and I hope that 
you may have it in your power to destroy their stores and establishments 
there. 

The garrison of the three works consists of 450 men, including artillery- 
iiien, sappers, &c. ; and as long as the enemy remain in Castille, they can’t 
be assisted or reinforced. If I should find that the enemy move from 
Castille again into Estremadura, I could easily apprise you of their move- 
ment in time to stop you, if it should be necessary. 

The equipment which you should take with you for the purposes of this 
operation, should be 8 or 10 ladders, from 18 to 20 feet in length, about 
20 felling axes, and 3 or 4 crowbars ; a coil of good rope might be of use 
to enable you to tow the boats to a situation in which you could bum 
them. Besides, 1 would recommend you to take 4 or 5 of the 24 pounder 
carronades, which are going into the Alcnteja fur the purposes of the siege 
()f Badajoz : these carronades arc mounted upon travelling carriages, with 
axlctrces of the same span as the Portuguese artillery and the carts of the 
country; they can therefore travel anywhere, they weigh the same in 
travelling as our 9 and heavy G pounders, and arc drawn by 8 horses ; 
they arc now travelling with bullocks, but 1 will to-morrow send you Uie 
route by which tliey are to march, and J recommend to you to send horses 
belonging to your heavy brigade, or to your horse artillery, to meet and 
bring them up to you quicker than the bullocks can bring them ; each of 
them has on its carriage every thing for its use, excej)ting shot, powder, 
and cartridges, and it is desirable that you should without delay adopt the 
following measures to procure these articles. 

You should send to Elvas to have selected from the stores there, 100 
English 24 pounder shot for each carronade that you will take. I say 
English 24 pounder shot, because any thing larger will not fit them. You 
should likewise draw from the stores of the army, either at Elvas or 
Abrantes, fifty 5 J inch shells for each, and about twenty inch spherical 
cases for each, if there are so many ; the stores at Elvas will supply the 
quantity of powder sufficient for these shot and shells. The Commissary 
must get mule carts, if possible, to carry these stores upon your expedi- 
tion, if not bullock carts ; 30 or 40 shot or shells will go in a cart easily ; 
that part of the equipment taken from Elvas, might be given out to be for 
the use of Campo Maior, Ouguela, and Alburqucrque. 

1 should hope that all the preparations would be made by the time that 
the carronades would arrive at Portalegre. 1 would then recommend the 
following disposition to you : that Gen. Hamilton and the Portuguese 
division, and Portuguese cavalry, should observe the garrison of Badajoz ; 
that Gens. Morillo and the Conde de Penne Yillemur should observe the 
bridge of Merida, and the movements of the 5th^ corps in Lower Estre- 
inadura ; while you should move with the 2d division the British cavaliy, 
and such part of the 6 j)ounder brigade, and of the horse artillery, as 
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should be equipped, after equipping the howitzers aa above desired, by 
Caceres direct upon Jaraicejo, and thence upon the Puerto de Mirabete. 

P.S. You will of course collect your corps from this side of the Tagus 
whenever you please. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Gallegos, 28th Jon. 1812, 11 f.m. 

I much fear that we must send the 24 pounder guns into the Alentejo. 

1 wish you would come here to-morrow morning at an early hour* 

Memorandum on the operations against Badajox. 

Fur Major Gen. Rorthwick, Major Dickson, E.A., Col. Fletcher, R.E., and the Com- 
missary (General. 28th Jon. 1812. 

Major Dickson will proceed to Sctuval in order to arrange the removal 
of the ordnance and stores from Setuval to Elvas, passing by Elvas. He 
will require to go to Elvas 7 days ; to go to Evora 2 days ; to Alcacer do 
Sal 1 day ; to Setuval 2 days : in alj^ 12 days. 

Mr. Bissett will be so kind as immediately to order an intelligent Com- 
missary to Setuval, with directions to make the preparations of boats to 
convoy the heavy ordnance and stores from Setuval to Alcacer do Sal. 
'Die same Commissary is likewise to communicate with the magistrates of 
Evora and Alcacer do Sal and Setuval, to procure bullocks and carts to 
remove the ordnance and stores from Alcacer do Sal to Elvas. 

Supposing these arrangements to be ready by the time of Major Dick- 
son’s arrival at Setuval, and that he can immediately commence removing 
the ordnance and stores from the transports, it will then hike 7 days to 
remove the ordnance and stores from the transports to the boats, 4 days 
to arrive at Alcacer do Sal ; 4 days to prepare to move from Alcacer do 
Sal ; 12 days to march to Elvas : in all 38 days. 

Au General Dumuuriex. A Gallegos, ce 28 Jan. 1812. 

J’ai eu rhonneur dc recevoir vos lettres du 19 Nov. J’aurais dcrit la 
lettre que vous dtfsirez sur Ic compte de M. St. Martin, si je I’avais fait 
au sujet d’aucun individu qui est mort dans ce pays-ci, pas au champ de 
bataille. M. St. Martin s’est toujours tres bien comporttf, et il dtait vrai- 
ment une perte. Mais plusieurs autres se sont egalement comporttis, et 
lour mort doit fitre censee egalement une perte. Co serait injuste envers la 
memoire de plusieurs, si je faisais un rapport officiel sur la mort d’un 
seul ; et on verrait bien que je I’avais fait k cause dc quelque sollicitation 
ce que nc ferait honneur ni k moi, ni au defunt. 

Vous verrez par lea gazettes ce qui cat arrivd demiferement dans la 
Pdninsule. Lea affaires sont restdes dc la maniere dont elles se trouvaient 
au commencement d’Oetobre, jusqu’a la fin dc Decembre. Alora Dor- 
senne, fatigud des succes des guerrillas dans la Navarre et la Biscaye, et 
Marmont, fatigue des retards de Sudiet, se sont mis en mouvement, I’un 
vers le nord de I’Espagnc, I’autre vers la Manche et la Valence, le 22 
Ddc. J’ai tout de suite fait des preparatifs pour le sidge de Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

Marmont, arrivd k Tolede, a rebroussd chemin avec tout son monde le 
31 Ddc. Je ne I’ai su que le 9 Jon., mais le sidge dtait ddjk commence, 
ct j’dtais ddtermind de le presser aussi loin que je pouvais. D’ailleurs, 
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quoique Dorsenne fut 4galement retournti lui-m6me k Valladolid, ses 
troupes <^taient encore au nord. Nous avons pris la place d’assaut le 19 
Jan., Marmont n’ayant pas rassemblt^ son armt^e en Castille. On lui a 
ajoutt? 2 divisions & Tarmee de Portugal, otees a I’armcSe du Nord ; celle 
dc Bonct, venue des Asturies, et cclle de Souham, qui est venue de I’ltalie 
pendant I’tJte : et il est toujours sur le Tormes avec scs 8 divisions. 

Nous avons mis la place a I’abri d’un coup de main, et elle sera bientdt 
cn meilleur tftat quc jamais. 

Les Espagnols tenaicnt toujours a Valence le 6 Jan. L’afifaire du 26 
Dtic. a t?tt? la consequence de la mauvaise conduite des ofBciers gc^neraux 

et troupes Espagnoles, surtout, on dit, du Gen. . J’ai des rapports 

que Blake leur avait ordonnt^ d’avancer encore un fois. Pour preuve du 
peu de communication qu’ont les Franqais en Espagne, je vous dis qu’on 
ne savait rien Valladolid de Taffaire du 26 DtSc. a Valence jusqu’au 
13 Jan. 

To Major DicksoTi, R.A. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

T have seen Fletcher, who says the 18 pounders will answer if we can’t 
get 24 pounders, carronadcs, 9 feet long ; and I have written to the Admiral, 
to request him to send 24 pounders to Setuval of these dimensions, if he 
can get them at Lisbon ; if he can’t, to send 18 pounders of these dimensions, 
each of them with *700 rounds of Carron shot. 

You will do well, before you leave Almeida, to arrange that all the 18 
pounder carriages, and the deficiency of 24 pounder carriages, should be 
put in order ; and the guns taken off them preparatory to travelling,. 

I have sent your memorandum to the Admiral, in respect to yokes and 
transporting carriages to be sent to Setuval. But you will do well to 
write yourself to Gen. Rosa. 

I write to Major Tull oh to find out if there are any 24 pounder or 18 
pounder Carron guns 9 feet long at Elvas. If there arc, it is of course 
useless for you to bring up from Alcacer more than will be necessary to 
make, with them and our 16 guns, 36 pieces. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

The carronades will be at Sabugal on the 2d Feb., at Pedrogao on the 
5th, and at S. Miguel d’ Arche on the 6th. You will do well to have 
horses there on the 4th, so as to be able to bring them off the moment 
they arrive. An officer should come with the horses, who should be able 
to see that he takes with the carronades all that they will require. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

I enclose my dispatch of this day. 

I propose to attack Badajoz, and I think it probable that I shall be in 
readiness to invest the place in the second week in March. Of course I 
shall have collected to oppose me every thing that can be brought from 
the^Bouth as well as from the north. Indeed in Marmont’s army they are 
already talking of moving in that direction. 

I have always been of opinion that the best situation for Ballesteros* 
corps would have been theCondado de Niebla, as he would have been more 
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immediately in communication with us. But whether in Niebla or in 
Ronda, it is absolutely necessary that the whole of Soult’s force should not 
be brought upon us with impunity. 

It may be depended upon that all demonstrations towards the French 
lines at Cadiz are useless. They are too strong to be even looked at by 
such a force as that under the command of Ballesteros, or by any thing 
which can be added to his force. But this is not the case with Seville. 
I believe that Ballesteros, provided with three or four 18 pounders, and 
ammunition for them, scaling ladders, &c., would easily lay open any 
works the French may have constructed at Seville ; and it may be de- 
pended upon, that if he will only be as active in destroying the stores, &c., 
which he will find at Seville, as I have known him to be in the destruction 
of property, he will raise the blockade of Cadiz as effectually as if he were 
to force the French lines in front of that place. 

Ballesteros should be reinforced to the utmost extent without loss of 
time. This expedition, and the advantages likely to result from it, should 
be held out to him, and measures should be taken to equip him for it, either 
from Cadiz or Gibraltar, in such a manner as to insure his success. By 
well timed and vigorous measures he may be of the utmost use to us ; and 
he need incur no risk, as he need not quit his den at Gibraltar till he 
shall find Soult in movement against nie. 

I have received from government the approbation of the orders v^hich 
I had given respecting Carthagena. They have, however, called my 
attention to the state and safety of the Balearic islands. I believe Gen. 
O’Donell has been appointed to command in those islands. I could write 
to him if 1 could depend upon this report being true ; but I shall be much 
obliged to you if you will communicate with him, and let me know in 
what way he may think I can be useful to him. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 29th Jon. 1812. 

Major Gen. Craufurd * died on the 24th inst., of the wounds which he 
received on the 19th, while leading the Light division of this army to the 
assault of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Although the conduct of Major Gen. Craufurd on the occasion on 
which these wounds were received, and the circumstances which occurred, 
have excited the admiration of every officer in the army, I can’t report 
his death to your Lordship without expressing my sorrow and regret, that 
His Majesty has been deprived of the services, and I of the assistance, of 
an officer of tried talents and experience, who was an ornament to his pro- 
fession, and was calculated to render the most important services to his 
country. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1612. 

Marshal Marmont arrived at Salamanca on the 22d inst, and the 6th 
division of infantry of the ‘ Amwe de Portugal ’ were collected in the 
neighbourhood of Alba and Salamarica on the 23d and 24th. Gen. Sou- 

* He was buried at the foot of tlie little breach. The Commander of the Forces, and 
all the officers of the besieging army, atoiided the funeral, which, firom place and circum- 
stances, was more tlian usually impressive. 
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ham's division, with about 600 cavalry and some artillery, were sent to 
Matilla on the 23d, and patrolled to San Munoz and Tamames. The 
movement of this division was intended to ascertain the fact of the fall of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and they retired again to the Tormes on the 26th. 

I licard this morning that Marshal Marmont had moved yesterday from 
Salamanca, in the direction of Valladolid, with all his troops, excepting 
one brigade of Souham’s division. But I am not certain that this report 
is founded. I have not heard that Bonet's division had crossed the Douro. 

We have been employed in repairing the damages which our 6re had 
done to Ciudad Rodrigo. For some days it has not been possible to take 
the place by a coup de main^ and 1 hope that in a short time the works 
will be in a good state of defence. 

I have the honor to enclose the account published by the enemy in the 
Madrid Gazette of the 13th Jan., of the affair with the Spanish army 
near Valencia on the 26th Dec. 

It is satisfactory to see that, notwithstanding the unfavorable result of 
the action of the 26th Dec., the enemy's communication was so difficult, 
that accounts of that action had not reached Madrid till that late period. 
T have reason to believe that although the city of Valencia was closely 
invested, the enemy had made no progress in their attempts to obtain 
possession of it as late as the 7th inst, and that Gen. Blake had ordered 
the divisions of Mahy, Villa Campa, and Obispo, which had retired, to 
return to Valencia. 

It appears by the enclosed report that Gen. Montbrun's cavalry were in 
the action of the 26 th Dec.* Some of the regiments which have been 
under the command of that General, are now in Castille with Marshal 
Marmont; and 1 understand that Gen. Montbrun himself was a few days 
ago at Arevalo ; but of tins I can’t be certain. 

I have no accounts from Cadiz since I addressed your Lordship on 
tlie 21st. 

P.S. Since writing the above I have received a report that the enemy 
had on the 26th fired a salute at Salamanca to announce the capture of 
Valencia, said to have taken, place on the 8th or 9th inst., but no account 
had been published, and the fact was not believed to be true. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

Adverting to the operations which the troops may have to perform in 
the course of this year, I think it desirable that tents for 30,000 men 
should be sent to Lisbon as soon as may be possible. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gall^os, 29th Jon. 1812. 

You will see from my dispatch that we are hard at work at Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and that place, as well as Alxdeida, will be quite secure by the 
end of next month. 

I now propose to attack Badajoz as soon as I can. I have ordered all 
the preparatory arrangements to be made, and 1 hope that every thing 
will be in rea^ness to enable me to invest the pljice by the second week 

* See Appendix, No. XVIII. * 
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in March. We shall have great advantages in making the attack so early 
if the weather will allow of it 

Ist; All the torrents in this part of the country are then full, so that 
we may assemble nearly our whole army on the Guadiana, without risk 
to any thing valuable here. 

2dly ; It will be convenient to assemble our army at an early period in 
Estremadura, for the sake of tlie green forage, which comes in earlier to 
the soutli than here. 

3dly ; Wc shall have advantages, in point of subsistence, over the enemy, 
at that season, which we should not have at a later period. 

4thly ; Their operations will necessarily be confined by the swelling of 
the rivers in that part as well as here. 

The bad weather, whicli we must expect, or other circamstances, may, 
however, prevent us from carrying our plan into execution, but T can 
only assure you that I will not abandon it lightly ; and I have taken mea- 
sures to have the best equipments for this enterprise. I enclose the weekly 
and morning states. 

I am happy to say that the troops employed in the siege have not suf- 
fered in their health ; indeed the divisions which were not there have scut 
most men to the hospitals lately. 

To the Duke of Richmond. Gallegos, 29lh Jan. 1812. 

I have not written to you lately, as I have had nothing to tell you de- 
serving your attention. 

My troops have been remarkably unhealthy during the summer and 
autumn, and, although numerous, were so inferior in numbers to those 
the enemy had in my front, that 1 could do nothing more than keep them 
in check, and prevent them, at least, from undertaking any thing against 
the Spaniards. At length, in the end of December, convinced, I believe, 
by the reports in our own newspapers, that we were too sickly to under- 
take any thing, they broke up from Castille and the western parts of Estre- 
madura, and marched off towards Valencia and Aragon, the former to assist 
Suchet, and the latter to endeavor to che(;k the guerrillas. I imme- 
diately puslied forward the preparations for the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo; 
invested the place and broke ground on the 8th, and we took it by assault, 
as you will have seen, on the 19th Jan. Marmont returned upon hearing 
of our first movements, and collected about 50,000 men on the Tormes 
about the 23d and 24th of the montli, but he has advanced only a recon- 
naitring party from thence ; and it appears that be will not attempt to 
prevent us from putting the place again in a state of defence. It is already 
provisioned ; and has been for some days in such a state as that it could 
not have been carried by a coup de main, 

I have likewise restored the works of Almeida, so that I shall have this 
frontier as good as it ever was ; and 1 hope to be able to get the whole 
army together, when I shall have a better chance with these gentlemen. 

We proceeded at Ciudad Rodrigo on quite a new principle in sieges. 
The whole object of our fire was to lay open the walls. We had not one 
mortar ; nor a howitzer, excepting to prevent the enemy from clearing 
the breaches, and for that purpose we had only two ; and we fired upon 
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the and defences only when we wished to get the better of them, 
with a view to protect those who were to storm. This shows the kind of 
place we had to attack, and how important it is to cover the works of a 
place well by a glacis. The French, however, who are supposed to know 
every thing, could not take this place in less than 40 days after it was 
completely invested, or than 25 days after breaking ground. 

March came here about a month ago, remarkably well ; hut he has had 
two slight attacks of fever since he arrived, from one of which he is now 
recovering. He is very liable to catch cold, and with the cold he always 
has fever. This must he a consequence of his disorder in the summer ; 
hut I hope that he will he quite well before the hot weather shall set in. 
If he should not be so, I shall certainly send him home. 

Pray remember me most kindly to the Duchess and all your family. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Gallegoi, Slat Jon. 1812. 

I request that on the receipt of this letter you will apply to Adm. 
Berkeley for tonnage to take to England the battalion of marines, and the 
marine artillery, which are at Lisbon, &o., not belonging to the ships 
under the command of Adm. Berkeley. 

To Raron Goiistuiit.'* Gallegos, 31st Jan. 1812. 

I return Sir F. dTvernois’ books, which I have perused with the greatest 
satisfaction. I had never read any of his works, excepting a pamphlet 
upon Finance, in a book called ‘ Offrandes a Ihimajmrte but I have 
long come to the same conclusion as he has respecting the state of the 
French finances, and respecting the plunder resulting from the war being 
the cause for its continuance. 1 enclose the drafts of my proclamations 
to the Portuguese nation on this last subject, which show my opinion 
upon it. 

In the early days of the revolutionary war, the French, at the recom- 
mendation, I believe, of Brissot, adopted a measure which they called a 
levee en masse ; and put every man, animal, and article in their own country 
in requisition for the service of the armies. This system of plunder was 
carried into execution by the popular societies throughout the country. 
It is not astonishing that a nation among whom such a system was esta- 
blished should have been anxious to carry tlie war beyond their own fron- 
tiers. This system both created the desire and afforded the means of 
success ; and with the war they carried, wherever they went, the system 
of requisition ; not, however, before they had, by these and other revo- 
lutionary measures, entirely destroyed all the sources of national prosperity 
at home. 

Wherever the French armies have since gone, their subsistence at least, 
the most expensive article in all armies, and means of transport, have been 
received from the country for nothing. Sometimes, besides subsistence, 
they have received clothing and shoes ; in other instances, besides these 
*articles they have received pay ; and from Austria and Prussia, and other 

* Boron Constant de Rebecque, C.B., &c., afterwards Li Ait. General in the service of the 
Kirig of the Netlierlands. He had been some time at the hedfi quarters of the army under 
Lord Wellington, attached tp the Prince of Orange. 
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parts of Germany and Italy, they have drawn, besides all these articles of 
supply for their troops, heavy contributions in money for the supply of 
the treasury at Paris. To this enumeration ought to be added the plunder 
acquired by the Generals, officers, and troops ; and it will be seen that 
the new French system of war is the greatest evil that ever fell on the 
civilised world. 

The capital and the industry of France having been destroyed by the 
Revolution, it is obvious that the government can’t raise a revenue from 
the people of France adequate to support the large force which must be 
maintained in order to uphold the authority of the new government, par- 
ticularly in Uic newly conquered or ceded states ; and to defend the widely 
extended frontier of France from all those whose interest and inclination 
must lead them to attack it. The French government, therefore, under 
whatever form administered, must seek for support for their armies in 
foreign countries. War must be a financial resource ; and that appears 
to ipc he the greatest misfortune which the French Revolution has cn 
tailed upon the present generation. 

I have great hopes, however, that this resource is beginning to fail ; 
and I think there are symptoms of a sense in France either that war is not 
so productive as it was, or that nations who have still something to lose 
may resist, as those of the Peninsula have ; in which case, the expense of 
collecting this resource becomes larger than its produce. 

One symptom of a sense of the failure of these resources is, that Napo- 
leon has recently seized upon the territories of Rome, Holland, and the 
Hansc Towns, and has annexed these States to France. By these mea- 
sures he has departed from a remarkable princijde of his policy. In the 
early periods of his government he had not extended the dominions of France 
beyond what were called her natural limits of the Rhine, the Ocean, the 
Alps, and the Pyrenees. It appeared that he was aware of the dangers to 
which all widely extended empires are liable ; and he was satisfied with 
governing by his influence all these States, and those of the Confederation 
of the Rhine. He must at the same time have made up his mind to draw 
no resources from these States, excepting those of a military nature, sti- 
pulated by treaty; and, indeed, the hopes of avoiding future plunder 
could have been the only inducement to these several States to enter 
into the Confederation. The futile disputes with his brother, the Pope, 
or the Senates of the Hanse Towns, can’t have been the cause of this 
departure from a remarkable principle of his early policy. He might 
easily have settled these disputes in any manner he pleased. Neither 
was it the dictate of a wild and extravagant ambition. If it was, why 
did he not seize upon poor Switzerland? The fact was, it was not 
safe or convenient to plunder Austria, Prussia, Russia, or Denmark ; but 
he wanted the resources of Holland, the Hanse Towns, and Rome, for 
his treasury, and therefore he seized them to himself. 

As to Spain, it is completely plundered from one end to the other. 
The cultivation in some parts, as you must have seen, is entirely annihi- 
lated ; and in all parts, by the accounts of the French officers, has 
much decreased. There is no commerce ; and I have but little doubt 
that another year of diminished produce will have the effect of distressing 
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the French armies exceedingly, and, possibly, may be attended with more 
important consequences. I know that the French officers were of opinion 
last September that they could not last much longer. 

I don’t believe that the French armies in Spain have ever drawn from 
the country much more than their subsistence and means of transport. In 
some parts of the country, more productive than others, they levy from 
the people more subsistence than the troops there stationed can consume, 
and they sell the overplus by retail, at low prices ; and this money defrays 
some of the necessary expenses for hospitals, intelligence, &c., or is carried 
to oilier parts, where, on account of the small number of troops and the 
difficulty of procuring provisions by requisition, they are obliged to pay 
for them. In other parts also they levy contributions in money ; but 
generally in small sums, and not more than sufficient to defray the ex- 
penses which in all armies must necessarily be defrayed in money. 

It appears by a letter from the Duque de Santa Fe of the 19tli .Tunc, 
1810, that the French array in Spain had up to that period cost the Im- 
perial treasury 200 millions of livrcs. I think it probable that the whole 
pay of the army lias within the last year at least been sent from Paris in 
specie; and I believe that it has for some time before; and I know that 
the extra allowances to General officers, and other expenses which are 
laid upon the Contribufiom (VEspagne^ are as much in arrear as other 
expenses; and 1 have in my possession warratits to the Intendant General 
of Marmont’s array, signed by Marmont, directing him to take by force, 
if it was necessary, money for the necessary expenses of the army, from 
the Payeur General^ in whose hands is the pay alone. 

I have not read Sir F. d’lvemois’ former works, and I have not had an 
opportunity of acquiring the accurate knowledge which wc all ought to 
have, at least of that part of the French finance of which the French 
government will allow us to have any at all. 1 don’t agree, however, with 
Sir F. d’lvernois, either in Ids estimate of the French force, or in his 
estimate of its expense. I think both higher than he has stated them. 

I know that the French government had in 1810, before the annexation 
of Holland and the Hanse Towns, 700 battalions of infantry, and (300 
squadrons of cavalry, besides artillery and the Guards. A battalion can’t 
be averaged less than 500 men, nor a squadron less than 100 men. 
Many of both are much more numerous. This would make 35{),000 in- 
fantry, and 60,000 cavalry. I know that the Guards consist of 50,000 
men. I have a return of July last of those in Spain only, which makes 
them 22,000. The artillery can’t be less than 40,000; making the active 
army in effectives 500,000 men. 

In this estimate the Dutch troops and those of the Confederation of the 
Rhine, those of Naples and the Duchy of Warsaw, arc not included. 
The Dutch troops have since been added to the French army ; and I 
should think there are now in that army 800 battalions. Besides those 
troops en activity j there gendarmerie Imph-iale^ garde naiionale^ gardes 
ebtes^ &c. 

It is impossible to reason upon any assertiqn in the truth of which con- 
fidence cannot be placed. When the Due de» Gaete, however, said that 
the Emperor bad in his service 800,000 or 900,000 men, it may be 
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BQpposed that he included the troopA of the Confederation of the Rhine, 
of Naples, of Holland, and of Warsaw, as well as those French and 
foreign troops immediately paid by the Emperor. The uncertainty upon 
this point, which doubtless prevails at Paris, as well as among us, shows 
the state to which affairs have been brought in France. 

In respect to the expense of the French army, I calculate that which 
must be paid in money to amount to about ^20,000,000 sterling, or 
500,000,000 livres. I calculate the mere pay of the number of men I 
have above mentioned as existing in the service to amount to about 
ifO, 000,000 sterling, without including hospitals, or the pay of the officers 
of regiments, or of the general Staff. To this sum add tlje clothing, the 
arms, accoutrements, the horses for the cavalry and artillery, the ordnance 
expenses, the provisions and forage, and means of transport in France 
and Italy for the troops in those countries, repairs and construction of 
fortifications, &c., and it will be found that the sum to be provided does 
not fall short of what I have stated. I don’t include in this sum the pro- 
visions and forage, and means of transport, for the troops stationed in 
Germany and Spain, as those are taken without payment ; but I include 
the pay of these troops as being provided for from Pai is, or by the recetteg 
exiMeures, 

If I am right in my notions of the numbers of the French army, as I 
believe I am, I don’t think I am wrong in my estimate of the expenses 
to be paid in money ; and it will be seen that the French government are 
more distressed than even Sir F. dTvernois supposed. I can’t state ex- 
actly what sums are now due to the troops in Spain. Large sums have 
recently arrived from France ; but before tliese arrived they were in arrear 
from 9 to 12 months. 

As Sir F. d’lvernois expressed a desire that I should see his work, and 
to receive information from me on the interesting subject to whicli it 
relates, I have troubled you with this long letter, which I hope may jirove 
satisfactory to him, as showing that I agree entirely with him in his prin- 
ciple and all the main points, although I differ from him in some of tlie 
details. 

I have omitted to mention, that I believe the French armies in Spain 
to amount to nearer 200,000 than 150,000 men. They have received in 
this year reinforcements to the amount of about 50,000 men. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Gallegos, 1st Feb. 1812. 

I did not see Lieut. Ilillier’s* very clear report to you of the 16th 
Jan. till this day, when I received your letter of the 30th. It is very 
obvious to me that unless you can send a detachment to the light of the 
Tagus, to cut off the retreat of the boats, the princii>al object of your 
expedition, which is to destroy these boats, must fail. 

I can supply you with the means of sending a detachment across the 
Tagus ; but the first point to be ascertained is, whether wheel carriages 
can go to the Tagus by any road excepting by that of Mirabcte, or so 
near Mirabete that they must be perceived. As well as I can recollect 
of the country, it is impossible to get down to the Tagus with wheel 
^ Lieut. HUier, 29tli regt., afterwards Lieut. Colonel of the 62d legt. 

VOL. V. 2 K 



498 


SPAIN. 


carriages, any where between the junction of the Tietar and that of the 
Ibor, excepting by the Puerto de Mirabete. I beg that you will have 
inquiry made by Lieut. Hillier upon this point. It would also be well if 
he were to inquire whether the enemy have any means of moving off the 
9 boats, which are under their work marked B in his sketch. If you 
can’t get down to the Tagus with wheel carriages, excepting by the Puerto, 
it is not worth while to attempt the operation ; for, as well as I can recol- 
lect, the enemy have in that part of the country a large quantity of oxen. 
If, however, you can get down to the Tagus, it would be desirable to send 
over a sufficient detachment to endeavor to surprise and get possession of 
the work C, while the castle of Mirabete, or the work A, should be 
attacked on the left bank, and to cut off and destroy the boats. 

We have at Villa Velha 6 tin pontoons, with all their equipments, 
carriages, &c. They are very light, and, as well as I recollect, are drawn 
each by 4 pairs of bullocks; but Major Squire can tell exactly. You 
must desire Mr. Routh to provide bullocks to draw them, and with these 
you can form a flying bridge fully equal to take over the Tagus any de- 
tachment which you might think proper to send to the right bank. They 
would even carry over some of the carronades, if you should think proper 
to send them ; but, from Lieut, llillier’s description of tlie enemy’s works 
at the bridge, I should scarcely think it necessary to take these carronades. 

I should think that under the fire of your heavy 6 pounders and howitzers, 
and by keeping a heavy fire of musketry upon the parapet, while the 
storming party should advance, your troops would escalade any of these 
works. All the preparations, however, for the carronades, as detailed in 
my letter of the 28th Jan., might still go on, and Mr. Routh might get 
the bullocks for the pontoons, and the pontoons might be moved up to 
Portalegre, as they will be of use in our ulterior operations ; but you will 
proceed upon your expedition, or not, according to tlie information which 
you will receive from Lieut. Hillier, whether or not you can get your 
pontoons down to the Tagus, not passing by Mirabete. I don’t believe 
the work C is commanded by the road on which A stands ; but I am quite 
certain that the work B is completely commanded both by the ground A 
and C. 1 was at the old castle of Mirabete ; the ascent to it is very rugged 
indeed, but I should think that no garrison could remain in it against your 
howitzer. 

The enemy have moved towards the Duero. I have not heard that any 
have gone into the valley of the Tagus. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. GiUlegoi, Ut Feb. 1812. 

I have omitted to answer your letters. No. , of the 27th Dec., and 
No. 41, of the 7th Jan., relating to thb correspondence which you have 
had with the Governor of Gibraltar, upon the conditional orders which 
you had given Col. Skerrett to withdraw from Tarifa, because I conclude 
that you referred that correspondence to the Sec. of State, with whom 
alone it rests to decide whether it was your duty^ to recall Col. Skerrett, 
and whether you performed that duty at a proper period, and under cir- 
cumstances yvhich rendered it expedient that you should give Col. Skerrett 
the orders in question. From the report of Col. Skerrett and Lord Proby, 
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and other information which 1 hod received respecting Tarifa, 1 concurred 
in the orders which you gave to Col. Skerrett, and my opinion on that 
subject is not at all changed by what has occurred since. 

We have a right to expect that liis Majesty’s officers and troops will 
perform their duty upon every occasion ; but we had no right to expect 
that comparatively a small number would be able to hold the town of 
Tarifa, commanded as it is at short distances, and enfiladed in every 
direction, and unprovided with artillery, and the walls scarcely cannon 
proof. The enemy, however, retired with disgrace, infinitely to the honor 
of the brave troops who defended Tarifa, and it is useless to renew the 
discussion. It is necessary, however, that you should now come to an 
understanding with Gen. Campbell, regarding the troops which have been 
detached from Cadiz and tliis army under Col. Skerrett 

Before you will receive this letter you will probably have received from 
Mr. Wellesley a requisition to send troops to Carthagena, with which you 
will have complied, according to my instructions of the 12th Dec. It is, 
therefore, absolutely necessary that the troops under the command of 
Col. Skerrett should return to Cadiz ; and if the Governor of Gibraltar 
should think proper to detain them, after you shall have required their 
return, you will let him know that he is responsible for the consequences. 

In regard to Tarifa, at the same time that I have no desire, and have 
too much to attend to, to enter into discussions upon the subject, it appears 
to me Uiat the measures to be adopted should be either to secure the 
heights in front of the town, or to provide cover for the troops by splinter 
proofs, &c., and to secure the island. 

1 have no doubt whatever that the measure last mentioned could be 
carried into execution without difficulty, and that it would be efiectual. 
Indeed, the enemy would neither be inclined nor able to remain in the 
town, if the island were secured. 

To the Karl of tiverpool. Freneda, Ist Feb. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have written to 
Major Gen. Cooke, in regard to a discussion which he has recently had 
with the Governor of Gibraltar upon certain orders which he liad given to 
Col. Skerrett’s detachment to withdraw from Tarifa. 

To the Rt. Hoii. H. Wellesley. Gallegos, 1st Feb. 1812. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 20th Jan. 

I am glad to find that the Spanish government have called upon us to 
garrison Carthagena, and I only wish they had done so sooner. Gen. Cooke 
has his instructions upon this subject, and it does not appear to me to be 
necessary to take any further measures. 

In regard to Alicante, Roche has contradicted himself in the same letter. 
He says that an English governor and 5000 English troops can alone save 
the place ; and in another part he says that he and his troops can save It 
as long as they are supplied with provisions. Pray take him at his word* 
Send him provisions, and let him be charged with the defence of Alicante, 

It is most desirable to keep the French employed for some time longer 

2 K 2 
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on the eastern side of the Peninsula. I think it not impossible that Suchet 
may be obliged to return to attend to Lacy. 


A.G. to Capt. Sietoart, lit Feb. 1S12. 

I am directed to acquaint you, upon your letter of the 24tb ult., that no change 
is deemed necessary in the usual and established regulations at the hospitals in 
this army for convalescents ; and the interior management of your hospital station 
is left to your discretion, having a reference always to the principles laid down. 
M^heiiever you may want a further advance of money on account of the convales- 
cents, on application for the same to me an order shall be sent that it shall be 
issued to you by the Paymaster Gen. 

The A.G, to the Officer commanding 1«/ batt. STd regt., Light dtvinon* 1st Feb. 1812. 

enclose herewith, by direction of the Commander of the Forces, a communi- 
cation 1 have received from the Commandant at Castanheira ; and 1 am to acquaint 
you of the impropriety of the men alluded to having absented themselves from the 
hospital without leave, and without proceeding to their corps in the regular 
manner. You will be pleased to report if the men alluded to have come to their 
regiment ; and you will apprise them of their breach of orders in quitting the hos- 
pital station without the consent of the Commandant. 

The A,G, to lAeut, Cot. Rooke, A.A.G., 2d dwtnon. Ist Feb. 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 20th iilt., I am directed to acquaint you that the 
inhabitants of Portugal cannot be punished by any military tribunal. If the 
muleteers commit depredations on the stores, they must be made to pay their full 
value out of the hire of their mules. Ihe best way of preventing the sale of forage 
corn is for the oflicors of cavalry and artillery to attend strictly to the feeding of 
their horses. The Commander of the Forces will write to the magistrates at Niza 
about the purchase of corn by the inhabitants from the soldiers. Tlie inhabitant 
who has been taken up is to be sent to the headquarters of Marshal SirW. Beres- 
ford, with a regular charge against him ; and it is to be published by beat of drum 
in Niza, that he is sent to be tried by the Special Commission. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Gallegos, 2d Feb. 1812. 

I am going over to Freneda, and enclose the only intelligence I have 
received since I saw you yesterday. I conclude that the messengers from 
Salamanca have been prevented from coming by the swelling of the rivers. 
I wrote to Hill yesterday wliat I told you I should. 

P.S. The rivers are so full, that I am afraid it will be impossible to 
hunt to-morrow ; but if the day should be fair, the hounds will be at 
Pozo Velho at about llj. 

The A.G. to Dr. Btdton, Deputy Inspector of hospitaU. 3d Feb. 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the Ist inst., I am to acquaint you that the allowances 
wanted to officers of the medical staff for native bat men are only to commence 
from the date of the last order granting the same. 

The A.G. to Dr. M'Ongor^ Inepector ifhoepitah, on amval at Counbra, 3d Feb. 1812. 

I have bad the honor of receiving yoiu* letter of the 27th ult., which 1 have laid 
before the Commander of the Forces. His Excellency is much obliged to you for 
the arrangement you propose, as the evil complained of is one that has drawn his 
«attention for a considerable period. 

To Liait. Gen. Graham. % Freneda, 4th Feb. 1612. 

I enclose some letters from Cadiz. I have no*account whatever from 
Salamanca or elsewhere; and I conclude that the messengers have been 
stopped by the swelling of the rivers. 
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To Lieut Gen. Hill. Freneda, 4tb Feb. 1813, 8 a.m, 

1 write to let you know that in consequence of the heavy fall of rain, 
and other accidents, the carronades, which ought to have been now two 
marches on the other side of Sabugal, are at Aldea da Ponte, two marches 
on this side of that place. If, therefore, you should determine to undertake 
your expedition, and should think the carronades necessary, you should 
order the officer with the horses to wait for them at S. Miguel, or to 
come on towards Sabugal to meet them. If you should give up the plan, 
according to what I stated in my letter of the 1st inst., or should not 
think the carronades necessary, you might recall the horses. 

To Lieut. Geii. Hill. Freneda, 4tb Feb. 1813. 

You omitted to enclose the intercepted intelligence from Madrid, m 
your letter to me of the Ist inst. That on the black paper comes, I 
believe, from a man employed by Mr. Stuart. I don't give much 
credit to it. 


To — — . Freneda, 4th Feb. 1813. 

J have received your letter, and upon inquiry I find that your com- 
plaint is not founded, and that the conduct of Mr. was regularly 

investigated. You have also stated another circumstance in your letter 
which is not true, viz., that your stable could not hold more than your own 
horse, whereas it appears that it is capable of holding 4 horses, besides 
your own horse and ass that are in it. 

Portugal requiring the assistance of an army to defend the country, 
the Portuguese must submit to the inconvenience of having officers and 
soldiers billeted on their houses, and I only hope they don't believe 
that we quit our houses in England for the pleasure of being billeted 
in theirs in Portugal. This necessity existing, you acted wrong, and 

should not have resisted Mr. in putting his horse in your stable, on 

which he had a billet, and you had no right to send the horse to another 

distant stable. Mr. , however, had no right to use force himself to 

enforce his billet, and for tills offence I have ordered that he may be 
brought to trial before a General Court Martial, and you will appear as 
evidence against him ; but his horse must remain in your stable, on which 
it is billeted. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart. Freneda, 4th Feb. 1813. 

I have received your letter of the 30th. J agree entirely with you that, 
notwithstanding all your efforts, matters are become worse, and I am 
almost at the end of my inventions and resources to keep them afloat. 
I have this day written to Dom M. Forjaz a letter which 1 hope he will 
show to the Governors of the Kingdom. 

The object which I had in view for Hill was to destroy the enemy’s 
bridge and establishments at Almaraz. By this measure I should cut 
off the communication between the northern and southern armies, and the 
^Armee de Portugal* would have been obliged to go round by Toledo, 
to raise the siege of Badajoz. This would have been important; but 
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nothing can route these people to a sense of their duty. 1 shall not stay 
pauoh longer. 

P.S. Since I wrote the above Marshal Beresford has been here, and 1 
have gone through the estimates for January with him, which were trans- 
mitted in your letter of the 14th Jan. It is very desirable to ascertain, as 
nearly as can be done by estimate, what is the expense of the military 
establishments of Portugal, and to diminish that expense as much as 
possible. It is difficult to guess at the expense from the estimates for 
January, and it is quite impossible to say what heads can be diminished, 
or even entirely discontinued, without seeing the detailed estimates, upon 
which the general estimates, for the several divisional pay offices and 
departments, have been founded. I have no doubt but that the expense, 
real as well as estimated, can be much reduced, and 1 hope brought within 
the scope of the means of the government. But this can be done only 
by a strict examination into the subject. 

It is impossible for me to go to Lisbon, and equally so for Dom M. 
Forjaz to come to me. Marshal Beresford is therefore again going to 
Lisbon, to examine into and settle this subject. But in order that he may 
not be unnecessarily detained, it is desirable that Dom M. Forjaz should 
have prepared for him the detailed estimates, on which the general 
estimates of the several divisional and departmental estimates, for January 
as well as February, are founded ; and all the information and explanation 
which can be afforded upon every liead of charge in the estimates. He 
expects to be able to allot 1 days to this examination. 

I have omitted to mention that, provided the government take measures 
before the 15th Feb. to announce to the public, and to commence paying 
interest on the paper money, it is a matter of indifference to me when 
they begin to pay, provided it is by the Ist April. 

Tu Lieut. Gen. Gialiam. Freueda, 5tli Feb. 1812, 11 a.u. 

I enclose the only intelligence which I have received. It is certain that 
Blake is taken, and probably a very large number of men in Valencia. 

P.S. The weather docs not promise much ; but if it should be fair, the 
hounds will go to-morrow moniing to Pozo Velho at llj^. 

To His Excellptiry C. Stuart. Freneda, 5tb Feb. 1813. 

I have received your letter of the 31st Jan. appears to know 

me as little as he does you. I had a great deal of conversation with Syden- 
ham upon various subjects, and I am not quite certain that I may not 
have expressed to him the sense I felt of the disadvantage under which I 
labored, from not having support in Brazil to the instruments which we 
used here for our objects, which sense F afterwards expressed in a dispatch 
to you. You will recollect that I subsequently requested that you would 
strike out from the dispatch every thing upon that subject, as, having made 
peace in Europe, I did not wish to renew the war in Brazil. 

I am positively certain, not only that 1 did not desire Sydenham to make 

any complaint to Lord Wellesley of ; ^ut I will go farther, 

and declare positively that I desired him to tell Lord Wellesley that it 
was, in my opinion, best* to take no further steps to endeavor to have the 
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Principal removed from the government, as it appeared from the Prince’e 
letter to me, received in May, that his removal was so very repugnant to 
his feelings ; that the matters which had been in dispute were at an end ; 
and that I should endeavor to work on as well as I could. You may tell 
this from me. 

I don’t know what to say to the order for the removal of the Principal. 
If it were to come direct to Portugal, I should say it ought to be ob^ed, 
for the same reason that 1 said the order for his appointment ought to be 
obeyed. But it appears that it is sent to England, and entrusted to Lord 
Wellesley’s discretion, who, I think it likely, will entrust it to ours. We 
should certainly do better wiUiout the Principal. The truth is, the man 
is mad, and he cannot act with common sense upon any occasion. But if 
he were removed from the government, it would be still composed of bad 
materials ; and though we should go on better, as wc should get rid of the 
perpetual talking about affairs and doing nothing, things would still not 
go on as we should wish. However, upon the whole, 1 am rather inclined 
to remove him, but I shall not decide until 1 shall have considered the 
matter, and shall have received your opinion in answer to this letter. My 
own opinion is, that the best remedy would be for the Prince to come him- 
self ; but, as Romana and I used to say of Ferdnando, ‘ sin mtiger.* 

P.S. In res])ect to Vasconcellos, 1 shall be much obliged to you if you 
will tell Lord Strangford that I am entirely indifferent about him. He 
left me and went to Brazil about his own concerns, and carried a letter 
from me to recommend him to the Prince’s notice, as an officer who had 
been in my family. But I neither know nor care about him, and the Prince 
will do well to send him back to Portugal if he is troublesome to him. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 5th Feb. 1812. 

The weather has been very bad since the 28th of last month, and the 
roads have become so bad, and the rivers are so full, as to prevent all 
communication. I have therefore received no late intelligence from the 
interior of Castille ; but 1 know that the enemy have no troops on this 
side of the Tormes. 

Although I have received reports from various quarters that Gen. 
Bonet had evacuated the Asturias, and 1 have reported it to your Lordship, 
I am inclined to doubt the truth of these reports. It is certain that he 
had concentrated his troops at Oviedo, between the 15th and 2dth Jan., 
and Porlicr had occupied Gijon. Gen. Abadia had put the army of 
Galicia in movement on the 20th, in order to oblige Gen. Bonet to retire 
from Asturias. 

I understand that there is in the Madrid Gazette of the 28th Jan. the 
copy of a letter from Gen. Suchet to King Joseph, announcing his entry 
into Valencia, Gen. Blake and 16,000 men being prisoners. 

No movement of importance has been made in the south. 


To the Earl of LiverpooL Freneda, 5th Feb. 1812. 

The very bad weather which we had lately must have put an end to 
all our operations and communications by sea, as it has by land; and if it 
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lasts, it must delay the execution of our plans in Estremadura. But I still 
hope I shalj^bf able to undertake them at an early period. 

1 cannot promise success ; but it is as well to be prepared for the con- 
sequences if we succeed ; and I would recommend to your Lordship to 
send to Lisbon 20,000 stands of arms and accoutrements, and clothing and 
equipments for 20,000 men. 

I enclose the morning state. 

The A.G, to Major Gen» P'andeleur, Light dmeion^ 5th Feb. 1812. 

I have laid your letter of the 3d before the Commander of the Forces. His Ex- 
cellency is petfectly aware of the ciicumstances you mention with rej^ard to the 
assault of Ciudad ilodrigo, and he has not failed to report the same to I1.K.H. the 
Prince Regent. When the late Gen. Craufiird went to England last spring, the 
Commander of the Fot ces did not think pmper to deprive him of his command ; 
and during his absence Col. Drummond, for a time only, exercised the command 
08 Major Gen. ; Sir W. Erskine was placed in the command of ilie division 
during the advance from the cantonments on the Rio Maior river to thib frontier, 
in pursuit of the French army, and remained in charge of the division tor some 
time afterwards, 'i’he Commander of the Forces would be happy if he had it iu 
his power to avail himself of your talents and experience in command of the Light 
division ; but he cannot avoid to advert to the inconvenience which was frequently 
the conacqiieiice of an oilicer comparatively with otliers not high in rank, being in 
command of that division. Majoi Gen. Craufurd came out from England in com- 
mand of the troops which now principally form the Light division ; and he had 
commanded them on a former service ; and it would not have been quite fair to 
have deprived him of the command of these troops by any organization here ; but 
as the Commander of the Forces is now obliged to make a new arrangement, 
he must attend not only to what will be most convenient to the service, but 
also to the claims of the senior officers of the army. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary Geni>ra1. Freneda, 8th Feb. 1812. 

Besides the articles already in Ciudad Rodrigo, I should wish to throw 
in about 10,000 lbs. of rice, and about as much salt fish. I believe you 
have none of the former within reach, and none of the latter at all. I 
enclose a memorandum of what there is in the Portuguese stores of these 
articles ; and if you should desire to receive them from those stores, 1 
will have directions given that they may be at your disposal. 

It is very desirable that you should send me the retunis of the forage 
drawn, in order that I may at an early period put an end to the abuses 
which you mentioned. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart. Freneda, 6th Feb. 1812. 

In addition to the papers transmitted to you in my letter of the 26tli 
ult., 1 have now the honor to forward a letter and its enclosure from Dr. 
Fergusson, stating that the members of the University of Coimbra dis- 
approved of the demand made by the Vice Rector for payment of the 
supplies and articles of bedding provided for the sick of the British army 
who were left under their care ; and that it had never been the intention 
of that body to 5e reimbursed for what they had voluntarily furnished to 
thr British army. 

Under these circumstances, I cannot avoid exprqissing my surprise that 
an application for the payment of this debt sliould have been so repeatedly 
made by the Portuguese ^government, without having ascertained the 
wishes of the University upon the subject. 
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In reply to your letter for leave of abduce fur Lieut. Gurwood, 52d regt., the 
Commander of the Forces cannot grant leave of absence to any olBc^'Ml the anny, 
except for recovery of health oi for the anangeiiieiit of business which canno| be 
settled without his piesence, and the settlement of which is paramount to tvery 
other consideration in life. As Lieut. Gurwood’s application solely implies private 
affairs as the plea, without stating their nature, it is not in lus Excellency’s power 
to comply with his request. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Frepedo, 7th Feb. 1812. 

It is desirable that as fast as the tents shall arrive at Abrantes, 
should be sent on to Elvas. It is also desirable, that as soon 
bridge, and the bullocks to draw it, shall arrive at Abrantes, it sh^ld be 
sent on to Elvas. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Freneda, 7th Feb 1812. 

I have just received a letter from Adm. Berkeley, from which I learn 
that all the block carriages which Gen. Rosa has, arc at Elvas. It will 
therefore be necessary that you should order to Alcacer do Sal from 
Elvas, block carriages for 20 guns besides those for the sixteen 24 
pounders. 

1 don’t think it yet decided whether we shall have 18 pounders or 24 
pounders ^ but I rather think the former. 

To Lieut. Geu. Graham. Freneda, 7th Feb. 1812, 10 a.m. 

T enclose a letter from Salamanca, and one from Grant, received last 
night. 

Maucune’s is the 5th division ; and the 25"*^ leglre is in the 2d, com- 
manded by Clausel, which you will sec is supposed at Salamanca to be 
going to Talavera. 

I enclose the report from Gastahos’ head quarters of Abadia’s operations. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Fieneda, 7th Feb. 1812. 

I beg you to send 200 men, either British or rortuguese (the latter 
probably can be sent with least inconvenience), to Gastello Branco, and 
thence forward on the road towards Penamacor, till they shall meet with 
the carronades, when they are to relieve a similar party of the 7th divi- 
sion. The object of this detachment is to assist the carronades in getting 
on, and I beg the officer may be instructed to prevent his men from beat- 
ing the bullocks, or ill treating tbe drivers. 

I have heard that one of the enemy’s divisions has moved towards Tala- 
vera, but I am not certain that this report is true ; at all events, they 
cannot interfere with you, if you should undertake your operation. 

I have long intended to write to you about Gol. Inglis : as a Golonel on 
the Staff, senior to Byng, I must employ him to command the brigade in 
which the 57th are ; but when the Major Generals all join, 1 shall be able 
to make an arrangement which will suit Byng equally well, and will be 
equally agreeable to you. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 8th Feb. 1812, 11 a.m. 

Hunting appears out of the question to-day, and I send the befurer to 
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wait till a quarter after 12 at Pozo Velho, and to go thence to Gallegoa. 
I return Whittingham’s letter. 

By a letter from Elvas, 1 learn that the Duque del Infantado, Villa- 
viccncio, and Henry O’Donell, Morqueira, and Priver, were appointed 
Regents. Agar, Blake, and Ciscar were appointed Members of the 
Council of State. These accounts are of the 23d, from Cadiz. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freueda, 8th Feb. 1812, noon. 

I enclose you a letter from my brother ; one from the Junta de Avila, 
which shows tliat the enemy are moving troops towards Talavera ; one 
from Salamanca of the 4th and 5th, which is silent on a report which we 
had received yesterday from the hussars, that the bridge at Salamanca 
was destroyed; and one from Madrid. I am inclined to believe the 
report of the capture of Tarragona, and not iliat of Soria ; but you will 
see that the latter is mentioned in the letter from Salamanca. 

I propose to move Stopford’s brigade in a day or two after the Guards. 
This delightful weather will, I hope, dry up the roads ; and the heavy 
ordnance carriages march to-morrow. 

P.S. I enclose a letter from Blanckley*, received last night. 

The A.G, to CoL Darroch, Aui.G,^ LiAon, 8th Feb. 1812. 

You will be pleased to cull upon the officer commanding the 2d butt. 39th regt. 
to deliver up to you the copy of the printed G. O. of this army ; and on all other 
occasions you will observe that as it is hib Excellency s intention these books of 
orders are solely for the use of the rcgiinentb in this country, they are to be inva- 
riablv given back by General officers, and all other officers, on proceeding to 
England. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 9th Feb. 1812, 8 a.m. 

I have just now received a report from Plosencia, that Brenier's divi- 
sion is at Talavera, with detachments at Navalmoral and Oropesa. I don’t 
think that this intelligence need prevent your expedition, if you should 
think that other matters suit. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill. Freneda, 9th Feb. 1812. 

I enclose a copy of Gen. St. Pol’s letter, with that part of it which was 
in cipher deciphered. I likewise enclose a letter from the Senate of 
Portalegre, upon which 1 request you to do what may be expedient. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 9th Feb. 1812. 

In answer to your letter (No. 47) of the 25th Jan., I request that you 
will send Major Gen. Ross to Carthagena, to relieve Col. Lambert in the 
command of the troops at that place. 

Major Gen. Ross is to draw a table allowance of 30 shillings per diem* 

To the Rt Hon. H. JWelledey. Freneda, 9th Feb. 1812. 

J have received your letters to the 27th. There is nothing new here ; 
we are going on with the works at Ciudad Rodrigo, of which, as well as 
of the magazines in the place, we are not only defraying all the expense, 
but our soldiers are the laborers who execute them. This is what is called 
* Ideut. BUnckley, 23d Royal Webh Fusiliers. 
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Spanish enthusiasm t But I have no doubt of the good will of the people ; 
only of the abilities of their chiefs to call it into action. 

1 enclose a number of a newspaper which has lately made its appear- 
ance ; and I wish particularly to draw your attention to the paragraph in- 
serted in the last page. 

The license to publish any thing upon military operations, whether true 
or not, which results from the liberty of the press, is a very great incon- 
venience, particularly to an army comparatively small, which must seize 
opportunities to avail itself of favorable circumstances, &c. &c. But that 
inconvenience is increased tenfold when a military official body publish a 
newspaper, containing statements and observations upon military transactions. 
Any editor may happen to stumble upon a fact or reasoning, of which it 
would be important for the enemy to have information ; but the Staff, the 
official editors, must be supposed to have the information which they publish. 

The contents of the paragraph marked in the enclosed paper are posi- 
tively false ; but under existing circumstances, the publication is not less 
likely to have mischievous consequences than if the contents were true. 
There is no person who knows any thing of the state of affairs in this 
country, who doubts, that if the French believe that paragraph, and choose 
to make the exertion, they must prevent us from carrying into execution 
our design, whatever may be the extent of the force which I shall collect. 
Surely, therefore, it is worthy of the attention of the government at least 
to prevent official bodies from publishing such mischievous nonsense. 

1 don’t see why the Staff are to publish a newspaper at all ; and if they 
do, surely what they publish should be strictly and literally true. Is the 
statement in the enclosed paper regarding the Spanish armies true or false f 

Th» A,G, to Major Gen, Fandeleur, Laght division, 10th Feb. 1812. 

I have the honor to acquaint you that the Commander of the Forces consents to 
Lieut. Gurwood, 52d regt., having 2 months’ leave to England, provided ho en- 
gages not to apply for a renewal of it in England.* 

To Hit Ezcclleiicj C. Stuart. Freneda, 11th Feb. 1813. 

1 have given directions that cattle may be purchased, to the amount 
of 15,000 dollars, to be distributed among the villages in this country, 
and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me know on what 
principle you have proceeded in your distributions. 

I think I can fix the proportion to be sent to each village ; butliow are 
those sent to a village to be disposed of? Are they to belong to any par- 
ticular class of inhabitants, or are they to be common property ? If the latter, 
who is to take care of them ? How are the poorer classes to get the pro- 
portion of their labor? Would it be advisable to fix a small hire on the 
use of them, the surplus of which, after paying for their food and the care 
of them, should be employed to increase the stock of the village ? 

Let me know what you have done on this subject. 

To the Earl of Liveipool. Freneda, 1 1th Feb. 1813. 

1 beg leave to suggest to your Lordship the expediency of sending 

On receiving the communication contained in the A. G.’e letter of the 6th iniu 
Lieut. Gurwood had sent in his resignation. 
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before the end of April the reinforcements which you intended for this 
army. I am convinced that all the regiments suffered much from re-* 
ceiving their men late in the summer of last year. 

It is also very desirable that we should soon have a reinforcement of 
horses for the artillery ; the depots of the cavalry will of course provide 
for the several regiments. 

While on the subject of the artillery, T would beg to suggest to your 
Jjordship the expediency of adding to the Engineer establishment a corps 
of sappers and miners. It is inconceivable with what disadvantage we 
undertake any thing like a siege for want of assistance of this description* 
There is no French corps d*arrnee which has not a battalion of sappers 
and a company of miners. But we are obliged to depend for assistance 
of this description upon the regiments of the line ; and although the men 
are brave and willing, they want the knowledge and training which are 
necessary. Many casualties among them consequently occur, and much 
valuable time is lost at the most critical period of the siege. 

I shall be very much obliged to your Lordship if you will desire that the 
Storekeeper General may take some measures to insure the supply of articles 
by his department of a better description. Every tiling in the way of 
intrenching and cutting tools supplied by his department is so bad as to 
be almost useless ; and indeed all the stores supplied by this department 
are nearly of the same description. It would be cheaper for tlie public 
to pay larger prices, if tliat is necessary, in order to get better goods. The 
troops would be saved much inconvenience, and a vast expense would be 
saved, which is now incurred in transporting these stores to tlie army to 
replace those worn out in consequence of their being so very bad. It is 
really shameful that the public should be so badly served. I canH say 
that the intrenching and cutting tools supplied by the Ordnance are 
better. 

P.S. The cutting tools which we have found in Ciudad Rodrigo be- 
longing to the French army are infinitely better tlian ours. Is it not 
shameful that they should have better cutlery than we have p 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 11th Feb. 1812. 

In order to facilitate the measures to be adopted to secure a supply of 
long forage for the cavalry and other horses of the army in the course of 
the current year, 1 beg leave to recommend that 1000 scythes with their 
handles may be sent to the Tagus to the Commissary Gen., and that they 
may arrive before the end of April. 

To Lieut. Geii. Graham. Freneda, 12th Feb. 1812, 10 a.k. 

I have received this morning from Gen.^Hill a report on the road to the 
bridge at Almaraz, from which it is evident that the object which 1 had 
in view for his expedition can’t be accomplished. There is but one road 
to the river Tagus between the junction of the Tietar and that of the Ibor, 
and that passes under the tower of Mirabete ; so th|it it would be impos- 
sible to get hold of the boats. 

1 think, however, that it may be desirably hereafter to destroy the 
enemy’s works on the left of the Tagus. 
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I received last night from Gen. Castahos a note, in which he tells me, 
that the report still prevailed at Madrid on the 28th, that Tarragona and 
Soria had been taken. It was not believed that Valencia had been taken, 
as the French had prevented all communication with that place, and it 
was reported that the contest there still continued on the 18th. 

The extract which was sent to me of the Madrid Gazette^ containing 
Suchet’s letter to the King, was of the 28th Jan. 

Montbrun was expected to return to Toledo on the 29th ; and it is 
said that Foy had returned from Valencia with 2000 men. 1 should 
think this a mistake, as we had before accounts of Foy’s having marched 
upon Valladolid. 

Upon conversing with Gen. Bortliwick and Mr. Lyth, regarding the 
horses of Capt. Thompson’s brigade, they were of opinion that they could 
draw to Niza the 3 ammunition waggons empty. Their ammunition, 
therefore, and the forge cart and wheel cart, only go into Almeida. There 
is ammunition in Abrantes, and there are 50 French horses at Coimbra, 
and some at Lisbon. 1 hope, therefore, that wc shall be able to equip this 
brigade again as it ought to be. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 12th Feb. 1812. 

I liave received your letter of the 16th, and I agree with you in thinking 
that you would not succeed in obtaining possession of the enemy’s boats on 
the Tagus near Alniaraz, although you might destroy their works. This 
last is not so important an object, and, at all events, this is not the moment 
at which it ought to be attempted ; but it is desirable that we should 
keep this object in view ; that we should have, as far os possible, all the 
preparations made for the operation; and that we should endeavor to 
acquire all the information to be procured on these works ; but it will be 
desirable that you should not draw away the 6 boats from Villa Velha 
during the period at which the river will be swelled, and then not farther 
than Niza till I shall request you to do so. 

I enclose some information which I have received regarding the works 
on the Tietar and Tagus. The drawing is by a different person from him 
who has sent the written account. You will see that in some trifles they 
don’t agree exactly; but the man who made the drawing was in the 
works as a workman. 1 have examined him, and he is positive on all the 
points to which he has spoken. Let me have these papers again. ' 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will desire Lieut. Hillier 
to report whether the right or the left bank of the Rio del Monte is the 
highest at the bridge on the high road from Jaraicejo to Truxillo, as well 
as where the road from Deleytosa to Truxillo crosses the same stream. 
I shall likewise be much obliged to you if you will have the course of the 
different streams examined which fall into the north bank of the Gua- 
diana, between what is called the Rio Burdalo in the map, which falls 
into the Guadiana above Merida, and the Gevora, and see whether any of 
them would afford a position which would cover the siege of Badajoz on 
that side of the Guadiana. llie upper part of the Rio Burdalo might be 
looked at ; the lower possibly could not ; but it would be desirable to 
know which bank is the highest. 
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To Hif Rxcellanoy G. Sfuart. Freneda, 12th Fsb. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 8th, and I have perused with much 
interest Dom M. Forjaz^s paper on the estimates, which is perfect as to 
arrangement, but not very satisfactory as to the amount of expense. The 
truth is, and it will very soon be discovered, that all the departments have 
gone on a very large scale of estimate of their expenses, and the real 
amount cannot now be discovered. 

I see that Cardoso estimates a ration of bread at 120 reis^ and one of 
at 100 rm. Then he estimates carriage for the whole. But the 
rations cannot cost this sum if he does not include the expense of the 
carriage. 

Then I don’t know how he makes out 70,000 rations to be issued, be- 
sides those issued by the British commissariat. 1 imagine he includes 
the whole effective militia as being under arms, whereas there is but little 
of it ; and he takes the gross numbers of the army without striking off 
those in the hospitals, provided for in the hospital estimates, or the regi- 
ment at Cadiz ; but we shall, at last, get to the bottom of this subject, 
and shall know pretty nearly what is the real expense of the army. The 
provision for it will be more difficult. 

I am certain that the government will at last be obliged to set seriously 
to work to reform the abuses in the Lisbon Custom house. 1 am in- 
formed that smuggling now prevails to a greater degree than ever, par- 
ticularly by the Americans. The revenue produced by the Customs, 
particularly of the outports, is ridiculously small ; yet the Customs are 
the principal branch of the revenue. The tobacco contract should like- 
wise produce much more than it does, and so should the income tax. 
The naval expenses must be entirely discontinued. 

I rather believe it would be better for us to supply the flour, &c. re- 
quired by the Portuguese commissariat, than that your bills should come 
into the market ; but upon this point Mr. Pipon can give you an opinion. 
At all events we might give as much as is required at present. 

If ever the Bishop should return to Oporto, he will be worse than ever 
he was. His return must be prevented, coiUe que route ; and 1 shall be 
obliged to you if you will mention this, my opinion, to Lord Strangford. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 12th Feb. 1812. 

The enemy have but few troops at Salamanca and in the towns on the 
Tormes ; and it appears that Marshal Marmont has cantoned the right of 
his army on the Duero, at Toro and Zamora, the centre in the province 
of Avila ; and that one division, the 6th, has returned to Talavera and the 
valley of the Tagus. ^ 

1 have not received the reports of Gen. Abadia’s movement from 
Galicia. I understand that he was about to attack Astorga, but that he 
setired to Villa Franca in the beginning of the month ; and Gen. Cabrera, 
who had advanced to La Baneza, fell back upon Puebla de Sanabria, in 
consequence of the enemy being in strength at Benavente. 

1 conclude that the right of the * Armie de Poeiugal ’ had moved upon 
Benavente from Zamofa, and he communicated with Bonet, who it is 
stated had evacuated the Asturias. I am not certain, however, of this 
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last fact, notwithstanding that it has been so often repeated ; and it is 
now said that some of Bonet’s troops are at La Banesa. The detachment 
of the Conde de Amarante’s troops, which had occupied Puebla de Sana-' 
bria when Gen. Cabrera moved upon La Baneza, have retired into Por- 
tugal, in consequence of the Spanish troops hairing retired. 

1 have not received any late intelligence from the eastern coast. I 
have received reports from Madrid, as well as from other quarters, that 
Gen. Lacy had taken Tarragona on the 18th Jan., and that the guerrillas 
had taken Soria ; but it is impossible to give credit to reports of this 
description, notwithstanding that these reports have arrived from so many 
distinct quarters, that they would appear entitled to some credit. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 12th Teb. 1812. 

I have omitted to reply to your letter of the 8th Jan. regarding a suc- 
cessor to Adm. Berkeley. Of the 2 persons proposed, I believe that Adm. 
Martin would suit us best. 

I hope that it is not likely we sliall have to embark ; and even if wc 
should, it would be desirable that the Admiral on the station should be 
not only a man capable of making the necessary arrangements, but one of 
a conciliating disposition. 

T« (he Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 12th Feb. 1812. 

I have considered the objections stated in your letter of the 18th Dec. 
to the proposition which 1 had made that a certain sum in Exchequer 
bills should be deposited in the hands of the Commissary Gen. ; and 1 
am still of opinion that if Parliament could be brought to consent to the 
measures which must be adopted in order to carry this arrangement into 
execution, it will be expedient to try it. 

If we should be successful in our operations in the next month, our 
further operations will be stopped, unless we can command more specie 
than we have been able to command hitherto. We cannot expect to 
subsist almost exclusively on our magazines if we should be able to re- 
move the seat of the war farther into Spain ; and however well inclined the 
people of Spain, we may depend upon it that we shall get nothing from 
them excepting for payment in money. 

1 would not recommend that the Exchequer bills should be used in 
payment for supplies, for that would be, in fact, to pay interest for all our 
debts for which we now pay none, without diminishing in any degree the 
price of the article to procure which the debt has been incurred. But I 
think it not unlikely that there may be at Lisbon persons in possession 
of capital, who would lend it upon a British public security ; and 1 have 
but little doubt that there are persons of this description in Spain. It is 
perfectly true that if they knew how to set about it, they may get British 
securities without taking them from the commissariat, but they certainly 
don’t know how to set about it ; and I am convinced that there are some 
riding about with their money in a portmanteau, and others with their 
money buried, because they don’t know how to convey it to England, in 
which country all know that it would be safe. 1 may be mistaken in my 
expectations of getting any thing for these bills ; but 1 think the experi*^ 
ment is worth a trial, and it can do no harm 
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You will observe that I don’t propose to lise these securities in an^ 
other manner than to luise money on loan, consequently there is not much 
chance of their being so numerous as to be liable to forgery. Nor would 
they in any manner com %jift to competition with the Portuguese paper. 
The Portuguese paper iM|||ed into circulation by the law ; and its price 
is kept up, 1st, and principilly; by our receiving it in its legal proportion 
in payment for bills upon the Treasury : and, 2dly ; by the prosperous 
state of the war in respect to Portugal. The price of the Portuguese 
paper is connected with the rate of exchange. When the discount on 
Portuguese paper falls, the discount on our bills on the Treasury rises, 
and vice versd. The value of the Portuguese paper will rise when tlie 
Portuguese government shall perform their engagements and pay the 
interest on it ; but I don’t see liow it can be affected by our borrowing 
money on Exchequer bills, unless, indeed, we should be able to borrow 
so much on these bills as not to render it necessary to draw upon the 
Treasury, which is not very probable. 

Although I think we shall be able to raise some money on these bills, 
I don’t think that the sum will ever be so considerable as that we shall 
experience any difficulty in paying the interest. This must of course he 
provided for ; and we must take care to pay the interest, whatever may he 
the inconvenience. Upon the whole, 1 think there is a chance that this 
measure will give us a resource, and 1 am anxious that it should be tried. 

Another measure wliich I have had in contemplation is to endeavor to 
prevail upon the merchants in Lisbon, Oporto, Cadiz, Coruna, and the 
principal trading towns of Spain and Portugal, to take the notes of the 
Bank of England as cash. This would give us a very great resource. 

To His Excellency C. Stuurt Fieiieda, I3tli Feb. 1812. 

I agree with you and Marshal Beresford in tlunking that it would be 
desirable to lighten the military expenses as much as possible ; but to 
remove the payment of certain allowances, which must be paid, from one 
chest to another, is not lightening the military expenses, but multiplies 
business ; and it will afford to the Treasury an excuse for not applying to 
the military chest all sums that can be spared from other services. I am 
afraid that the pensions to refnrmados^ &c. must be paid ; and if that is the 
case, they might as well be paid by one chest as another. 

I am rather sanguine in my expectations, that when the actual expense 
of one month shall have been ascertained, and the arrear put out of the 
question, it will be found that we are not far short in funds. 

The departments in which it appears to me that retrenchments Can be 
made are the medical department ; thp public works, such as repairs and 
additions to Elvas, Abrantes, &c. ; and the workshops under Fava. I 
suspect also that the pay offices estimate pay for establishments, and not 
^ actual numbers. 

Le Cor did not mention the desertion of all our drivers, as he was not 
aware of it. They have since been replaced by Ordenanza, who were to 
relieve each other; but they have deserted as Veil as the others. It 
really becomes quite impracticable to carry on any service in Portugal, 
unless the Portuguese government will assist with their influence, and 
will punish those who neglect their duty. 



PORTtyt^AL. 


618 


I must report my opinion on Uiese subjects to the British government, 
and I will not stay after tfah jiege of Badajoz. 

To Major Gkn. Peacocke. treneda, 14th Feb. 1818. 

I request that the persons you mention in your letter of the 10th Feb., 

viz., — 9 the sergent major dea Adjudant des 

Travauxj and , a French minel^may be sent in charge of a 

steady non-commissioned officer, whose name I request you to let me 
know, to Estremoz, there to wait till I shall send for them.* 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Fieneda, 16th Feb. 1812, 10 a.m. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 12th. I have no objection to the 
arrangement which you propose in respect to the horse artillery, if the 
Captains of the troops of horse artillery have no objection. I am rather 
inclined to believe, however, that it would be very inconvenient to the 
horse artillery to have any ])erson8 attached to them who are not mounted. 

You will make your own arrangements on this subject respecting tlie 2 
troops attached to the cavalry. If you wish to attach dragoons to Ross* 
troop, or to the troop in the Ith division, I must give orders about it. 

I have written to England respecting remount horses for the whole 
cavalry, and have recommended that they should come out at an early 
period in the season. It would be very desirable that the horse appoint- 
ments should be at Lisbon, and a sufficient number of the men at least to 
bring up the horses as they shall arrive. 

* Tliese men were afterwoidu employed in the new establishment forming, called Sappers 
and Miners. 


G. O. Kreneda, I6th Feb IBIS. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has frequently had occasion to notice the misoondiirt 
of the soldiers in destroying the houses and other buildings in or near which they may be 
quartered, by burning, as fire wood, the lieams and other timbers of which they are built, to 
the great inconvenience of themselves, of the soldiers of other regiments, and of the service 
in general, and to the injury of the property of the inliabitants of the conntiy. 

2. The Commander of the Forces is concerned to have to olwerve, that the regiments in 
the -—division of infantry have been fretjuaitly guilty of this piactice. They burnt the 
town of Alcoeiitre in Decemliei, 181U; they destroyed the cuntoiiments of the 3d division 
at Aldea da Ponte, when the army were closed up in Novemlier, 1811 ; and they ha\e 
lately burnt the timliers in the roof of the convent of S. Francisco, to the great inconveui- 
ence of the service. 

3. But the troops in the — division arc not alone guilty of this practice : the Com- 
mander of the Forces has received complaints of the conduct of the British soldiers on this 
subject from all ports of the country ; and very recently the troiqis, on their passage through 
Coimbra to the army, have burnt the timber of the convent which was allotted for their 
accommodation. 

4. Experience has shown, that when tlie non-commissioned officers, and |)articu1ar1y the 
officers of regiments, do their duty, these crimes cannot be committed. It is im)ios8ible 
that a soldier, or any numlier of soldiers, cun take down the large beams ot the roof of a 
convent, or even of a house, and hum them, without the knowledge of the non-commis- 
sioned officers of their companies^ and even of tlie officers, if the latter do their duty, and 
attend to their men as they ought, not upon the jiarade only, but in tlieir quarters, at various 
hours of the day and night. By tliis attention on the part of the officers, the authority of 
the non-commissioned cheers would lie maintained, anti they woultl be obliged to exert it. 
And as the soldiers would be prevented from committing the irre^larities aiul crimes which 
rende^iimishmeiit necessary, the necessity for tiiese would be avoided. 

6. Tne Commander of the Forces now declares his intention of ordering, that when any 
building shall be destroyed by the soldiers of the army, it shall be repaired and the expense 
of the repairs shall be cliarged against thesubiistence of the legimeiitordetaclimeDts which 
shall be quartered in or near the building which sliall have hem destroyed. 

VOL. V 2 L 
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I am glad to find you are getting on well with forage. I will speak to 
the Commissary Gen. about the full ration of com. 

1 have ordered Hervey and Slade to begin their march, to go very slow, 
and to halt, if possible, every second day ; the 4th dragoon guards not to 
move. I shall move the 5th dragoon guards soon into the Alentejo, in order 
to make room for the other troops on their march ; and Gen. Le Marchant’s 
brigade will be the first assembled. The Germans arc ordered to San- 
tarem, and will come up to Golegao. 

P.S. I shall be very much obliged to you if you will desire Capt. 

to write his letters to the Q. M. G. in a legible hand. I am obliged to get 
them copied before I can decide upon what he reports. 

To the Juis de Fora at Niza. Fieneda, 16th Feb. 1812. 

I have been informed that a person, by name , who had been con- 

fined in the gaol of Niza, in irons, and who 1 had directed might be sent 
to the head quarters of the Portuguese army, to be tried by the special 
Commission, for purchasing forage from the artillerymen of Gen. Hill’s 
corps, has escaped from the gaol, although he was in irons. 1 know per- 
fectly well what that means, and that no individual could escape from 
gaol if the magistrates and gaolers did their duty. 

I desire that, immediately upon the receipt of this letter, the gaoler 
who allowed this person to escape may be put in confinement in the gaol, • 
preparatory to his trial ; and if that is not done, I must adopt other mea* 
sures to insure the due execution of the laws. 


To Gen, Victoria. Frenedo, 16tli Feb. 1812. 

I have the honor to inform you that I propose to lay siege to Badajoz at 
an early period in next month ; and I beg that, without loss of time, you 
will give directions that the fascines, and gabions, and pickets, mentioned 
in the enclosed paper, may be prepared under the direction of the officer 
of engineers who made those for the last siege. The persons who will 
make them will be paid for each gabion , for each fascine 40, for each 
picket reis; and the same sum for each will be paid for bringing 
them to Elvas, provided they are brought there by the 4th of next 
month. 

In order to deceive the enemy regarding the application of these mate- 
rials, in case they should hear of their being made, I request that they 
may be lodged near the new work which is constructing near Fort S. 
Lucia ; but I particularly request that you will use your cavaliy to pre- 
vent all persons, excepting those who will have a passport from Senhor 
Col. Brito, from passing the frontier,, or from crossing the Guadiana 
between ^e junction of the Caya and Jurumenha, in order that the 
enemy may not hear of our preparations. 

P.S. 1800 fascines, 6 feet long, and 1 foot thick; 

1800 gabions, 3 feet long, exclusive of points, and 1 foot 6 inches 
in diameter; ' 

1500 fascines, 4 feet long, and 6 inches thick; 

2000 fascine pickets, 4 feet long. 
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To Col. de Brito Motinho. Fieneda, I6th Fdi. 1812. 

1 enclose a letter for Qen. Victoria, which 1 beg you to peruse and 
deliver to him. 

I beg you to suggest to him the mode of performing the service therein 
directed in the best manner, and at the same time of keeping the design I 
have in contemplation secret from the enemy m long as possible. 

To Qen. Don Carlos de Espana. Freneda, 16th Feb. 1813. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 13th 
inst., in regard to Uie wants of provisions by the garrison which your Ex- 
cellency intends to place in Ciudad Rodrigo. 

1 would beg your Excellency to advert to what has passed upon this 
subject. 

1st ; This place having been taken by the British army, I have given 
it over, with all it contains, to the Spanish government. 

2dly ; 1 have placed in it a reserve of 50,000 rations of provisions, 
which, in addition to the quantity found in the place when it was taken 
by the British army, amounts to 70,000 rations of provisions, which it 
is agreed are not to be touched till the place shall be invested by the 
enemy. 

3dly ; The breaches in the place are under repair, and various im- 
provements are making to the works of the place, of which 1 am not only 
defraying the expense, but tlxe British soldiers are performing the 
labor. And, 

4thly and lastly ; Your Excellency calls upon me to supply provisions 
for the garrison to be in the place, for 5 months to come, having 
already, as you know, a large army under my command to be supplied 
with every necessary, to be drawn from the sea. 

I mention tliesc circumstances in this form, in order to bring under the 
eye of your government the state of this important place, and the 
manner in which it is thrown upon the resources of the army under my 
command ; and that tliey and the world may see what is the real nature of 
the contest in which we are engaged, and what are the difficulties which 
are thrown upon me, in consequence of the neglect to adopt proper mea- 
sures to supply the wants of the Spanish troops. 

I have now the honor to enclose an order to the storekeeper of the 
British magazine at S. Joao da Pesqueira to supply to your Excellency, 
when you shall send for it, 156,000 lbs. of biscuit, and 25,000 lbs. of rice. 
The biscuit, at a pound for each ration, ought to last for 2 months ; the 
rice is all of that description tliat is in store. 

I beg to observe to your Excellency that 1 can supply no meat, nor 
bacalhao : we have none in our stores, not being the rations of the British 
troops. 

To Don F. X. Caatanoi. Franeda, 1611i Feb. 1813. 

I have perused with attention the letter from Gen. Giron of the 14th 
inst., which your Excellency did me the honor of putting into my hands 
yesterday. 

When a great operation, such as the siege of Badajoz, is to be under- 

2 l2 
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taken, it would be moat desirable that all Ibe troops which the allies can 
bring forward should be empl(^ed in it, either immediately or in protect- 
ing it, as we may depend upon it that the enemy will employ all that they 
can collect to interrupt it. For several reasons, into which it is not 
necessary now to enter, those composing the 5th army, adverted to by 
Gen. Giron, and those under the command of Gen. Ballesteros, cannot be 
employed either in the operations of the siege of Badajoz, or directly in 
protecting those operations ; and it remains to be seen in what manner 
they can be employed, so as to divert the attention and forces of the 
enemy from the measures which it must be expected they will adopt to 
interrupt the siege of Badajoz. 

The army of the south, under the command of Soult, is the nearest, is 
that which has most interest in the preservation of Badajoz, and is that 
which has it in its power, from local circumstances, to make the move- 
ments most likely to interrupt the siege of Badajoz by the allies. If, 
therefore, the troops of the 5th army, and those under the command of 
Gen. Ballesteros, cannot from circumstances be employed in aiding or 
protecting the operations of the siege, it would be most expedient that 
they should be employed in operations which should divert the attention 
of the enemy in some degree from those troops of the allies so engaged ; 
and at all events should produce some benefit to the country. 

It is my opinion that the most interesting point in Andalusia for the 
enemy is Seville, and that they cannot maintain the blockade of Cadiz if 
they should lose possession of that point only for ^nc day, whatever may 
be the result of the intended operation against Badajoz. I have therefore 
written to His Majesty’s minister at Cadiz, to suggest that Gen. Balleste- 
ros should be reinforced and equipped from the stores of Cadiz or Gib- 
raltar, in such a manner as to enable him to move upon Seville, in case 
the enemy should weaken their force in that city. 

It is my opinion that the employment of the troops under the command 
of Gen. Morillo, and of the cavalry under the Conde de Penne Villemur, 
in the Condado de Niebla, on the same object, would have the effect of 
still further drawing the enemy’s attention from the allies engaged in the 
siege of Badajoz ; and, on the principle above referred to, would be the 
operation in which they could be employed in which, at the moment, they 
would render most service to the cause. 

1 have now considered this question solely in reference to the siege of 
Badajoz, which is the great operation of the moment ; but whether it 
should succeed or should fail, it appears to me that the troops above 
mentioned would be equally favorably situated for the plan which must 
be pursued thereafter. 

In regard to the transfer of these troops to Castille, I would beg leave to 
observe to your Excellency : 

1st ; Th^ it appears that the enemy i£re fortifying the principal posts 
on tlie Tormes and the Douro ; and your Excellency is aware that neither 
the troops of the 5th army, nor those of the 6th army, can be equipped in 
such a manner as to be able to obtain possession of any of these posts. 
They would therefore only enter the country In order to quit it again 
when the enemy should return in force ; and they could not by any pos. 
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Bible chance aid in any manner, even by diversion, in the great operation 
which is now in contemplation. 

2dly ; 1 would observe to your Excellency, that from this time till the 
end of April all operations are impracticable for either party in Castille. 
The enemy can’t attack Ciudad Rodrigo; neither could the troops under 
the command of your Excellency perform any operation in which they 
should be obliged to cross the Tormes, more particularly as the enemy 
have fortified all the essential posts on that river, and rendered their attain- 
ment hopeless. 

3dly ; 1 would beg to observe to your Excellency, that weak as is Don 
Carlos de Espaha’s division, he has not the means of supporting it. One 
battalion of 800 men is, and has been for several months, supported by me 
at Torre de Moncorvo ; and Don Carlos has called upon me to supply with 
provisions, for 5 months, 2600 men, which he proposes to place in the 
garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, besides the reserve of provisions for the gar- 
rison in case of attack. How then can your Excellency expect to supply 
the troops of the 5th army when you bring them to this part of the 
country? 1 assure you that the British magazines can’t afford them 
support. 

On every ground, then, of the advantage to be derived from the opera- 
tions of the troops of the 5th army in the great operation which we arc 
about to undertake, of the state of the seasons, and of the difficulties of 
subsistence, 1 would recommend that the troops of the 5th army should 
be sent into the Condado de Niebla : of course your Excellency is the best 
judge what ought to be done. 


To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freiieda, 17llt Feb. 1812, 10 a.k. 

I enclose the only intelligence which I have received since yesterday. 
You will see that the 1st and 4th divisions of the ^Amm de Portugal* are 
on the left of the Tagus. 

Tlie mail is come to the 31st. 

Alava arrived at Cadiz on the 29th, in the morning. 

To J. Binett, Eeq., Comminary General. Freneda, 18tb Feb. 1812.* 

I enclose a regulation on means of transport in Portugal, which I 
request may be strictly observed by the officers of the British com- 
missariat. 

* Gen. Viscount Wellington waa created an Earl on the 18th Feb. 1812. 


G. O. Freneda, 17th Feb. 1618. 

3 . • « * • « • 

For desertion to the enemy, and lieing taken on the assault and capture of the garrison of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, on the evening of the 19th Jan. 1812. 

Sentence : To be shot to death, at such time and place as his Excellency the Com- 
mander of the Forces may be pleased to direct. Which sentence has been confirmed by 
his Excellency the Commander of the Forces. 

4. The prisoners will be sent to their regiments, and the Commander of the Forces will 
send orders respecting the execution of their sentences. 

5. Till further orders, die rolls of the — ca 9 adores are to be called every hour ; all officers 
attending : and if the (Officers do not discover the men who have committed the disgraceful 
outrages which have been reported of that battalion, the Commander of the Forces will turn 
the — ca^adores out of the army under his command. 
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To Lieut. Gen. Graliam. Frenedo, 18th Feb. 181^ 9 A.if« 

I enclose a letter from Lieut Blanckley. 

Marmont appears to be spreading his army a good deal. 

Some of our concerns to the south are going on well : I am not quite so 
certain of others. Those to whom I was obliged to have recourse to get 
the ordnance I wanted seem to be of opinion that there is no more occasion 
for precision in the fire of artillery in a siege than there is in an action at 
sea ! 

I hear from Gen. Campbell that he is getting on well. I have desired 
that he might be told that he might give leave at Lisbon to any of his 
young men who would return by the 4th March. 

To Hit Escellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 18th Feb. 1812. 

1 have received the translation of the regulation of the means of trans- 
port in the Kingdom, which I have perused, and as far as depends upon 
me it shall be carried into execution. 

I observe, however, that although many important alterations have been 
made in the regulation since it was first submitted for my opinion, only 
one of those which I suggested has been made, viz., that by which 200 
reis for each cart supplied should be given to the magistrates ; and 1 am 
convinced that this regulation, in its existing state, will be, as it is evidently 
intended by the government to be, as ineffectual for the purpose of carry- 
ing on the war, as the former regulations on the same subject. 

To Hif Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 18th Feb. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 14th, regarding Baron . As 

well as I can recollect, you have an order from the Sec. of State to have 
that person closely observed. It is impossible to recollect every thing, 
but I have a distinct recollection of our being directed to be on our guard 
respecting this person. 

Let the Portuguese government do with him what they please, except- 
ing to set him at large. 

P.S. I find that the letter which I received respecting Baron was 

from Col. Torrens, written at the desire of the Duke of Brunswick. Let 
him be detained by all means. 

It is very desirable that you should send me some more of the transla* 
tions of the regulations regarding means of transport. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812, 9 a.m. 

1 enclose a letter from Lieut. Blanckley, from which it appears that 
the 6th division only are in the valley of the Tagus, and the 2d about 
Avila. I likewise enclose a letter from the Junta de Avila, from which 
you will see how the 6th division are clkntoned. All the corps mentioned 
belong to that division. 

I likewise enclose a letter of the 3d from our old correspondents at 
Salamanca, and one of the 6th from another person. It appears from the 
latter, as well as from a letter which I have from ^Silveira, that Bonet has 
certainly evacuated Asturias, at least with part of his troops. 

There are also papers of news from Tordesillas, Valladolid, ami Madrid. 
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From the whole of these papers I have a tolerable notion of the position 
of 5 of the 8 divisions under Marmont’s command, viz., Bonet, at La 
Baileza; Souham, Zamora; the 3d division, Maucune, Salamanca, Toro, 
&c. (the 31st and dith belong to this division); the 2d division, Clausel, 
Avila; the 6th division, Brenier, Talavera. I don’t know where the 
1st, 4th, and 5th are, but 1 should think the 5th are about Benaventc, 
where Silveira tells me the enemy are in force ; and the 1st and 4th in 
the rear, probably Medina del Campo, and the back parts of Castille. 

You will see also that the Guards and other troops of the army of the 
north have marched from Valladolid, but they had assembled in large force 
to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo. 

I send you two papers from TordesOlas and Madrid, marked ^ , which 
contain some details not in the first mentioned. You will see how the 
matter stands respecting Soria. 

I am just going over to Ciudad Rodrigo to see how our works are going 
on, and shall return to-morrow. 

A packet has arrived at Lisbon, but we have not yet received the mail. 

Tit Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 19tb Feb. 1812. 

I enclose you some news from Madrid, Talavera, and Toledo, a very 

interesting letter from Grant, and one from , giving an account of 

the force of the 2d division. It is stated to be much stronger than we 

before supposed it ; and I write to to request him to endeavor to 

account for its strength by regiments. I likewise enclose a letter from 
my brother, and one from Gen. Cooke. That referred to by my brother 
is one in which he informs me that the Cortes had made me a Grandee, 
which 1 keep to send to England. 

I recommended that Ballesteros should be made ao strong as possible, 
and should be equipped to strike at Seville, when Soult should move 
against us. 

P.S. 1 enclose an English newspaper of the 9th, in which you will sec 
the capitulation of Valencia. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Welleilcj. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from the Mariscal 
de Campo, Don Carlos de Espafia, in regard to the wonts of the garrison 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, and the copy of my answer,* which 1 beg you to lay 
before the Spanish government. 

It is very desirable that measures should be adopted to supply Don 
Carlos de Espana with money. 

I likewise enclose the copy of a letter from Gen. Giron to Capt. Gen. 
Castanos, which the latter put into my hands some days ago, regarding 
the plan of operations to be adopted in the month of March, and my 
answer, t which I likewise request you to lay before the Spanish govern- 
ment. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 19th Feb, 1612. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s dispatch of the 
* See p. 519. f See p. 615. 
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31ft Jaxi.y in which you have enclosed a letter of the 29th, from the Sec. 
of State, Don E. de Bardaxi, in which that minister has conveyed to 
the officers and troops under my command, and to myself, the thanks of 
the Cortes for the services which they had rendered to the cause in the 
taking of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

1 beg that you will request the Sec. of State to adopt the most respectful 
mode of assuring that august assembly, that the officers and soldiers under 
my command are highly sensible of the distinguished honor which has 
thus been conferred upon them, by the approbation expressed by the 
Cortes of their services ; and I trust that by a zealous discharge of our 
duty, and by our exertions in the good cause in which we are engaged, we 
shall continue to merit the approbation of the Cortes. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freiieds, 19th Feb. 1813. 

Besides the letter from the Sec. of State, Don E. de Bardaxi, of the 29th 
Jan., to which 1 have replied in another dispatch, your Excellency en- 
closed one in your dispatch of the Slst Jan., f^om the same minister, of 
that date, in which his Excellency enclosed the decree of the Cortes, 
passed at the recommendation of the Regency, by which the Cortes have 
created me a Grandee of Spain, and Duque de Ciudad Rodrigo.* 

1 have transmitted this letter and its enclosure to England, to be laid 
before H.R.H. the Prince Regent, acting in the name and on the behalf 
of His Majesty, and have requested His Royal Highness* permission to. 
accept the honors which the Cories and Regency of Spain have been pleased 
to confer upon me. 

In the mean time, I beg you to request the Sec. of State to convey to 
the Cortes and the Regency my respectful acknowledgments for the favor 
with which they have viewed the services of the officers and troops under 
my command, and for the high honors conferred upon me, by which they 
have marked their sense of these services. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812. 

You will see from my dispatch of this day, &c., what is going on. 1 
think it proper, however, besides, to send you a very curious paper, which 
1 received last night from Gen. Castanos. He some time ago sent me 
word that he requested 1 would supply his head quarters with provisions, 
as he had none, to which 1 consented. Shortly afterwards he fixed him- 
self in Ciudad Rodrigo, although I particularly desired that Ciudad 
Rodrigo might be considered solely a place de guerre^ and that nobody 
might go there excepting the garrison. When 1 was there the other 
day to see the works, I found that his head quarters were drawing 
from the commissariat of our 5th division, which were working there, 
290 rations, besides 180 rations which another party of them were drawing 
from Fuentes de Ouoro. At this time there were no Spanish troops in 
Ciudad Rodrigo. 1 sent O’Lawlor over to remonstrate upon this extra- 
vagant waste at a place where it is very inconvenient to give any thing, 
and I enclose the papers which he brought me back. 

From this you will see how these matters go qn. Extravagant as we 
are, there is no officer with us who draws more than one ration, the same 
* * See Appendix, Na XIX. 
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as a soldier. He besides draws a ration for every servant not a soldier. 
Just observe, that fur 123 artillerymen and 22 pioneers, making 145 
troops, and some of the staff of the garrison, the Spaniards draw 269 
rations ! each officer drawing 3, 5, 6, 7, and as faCr as 16 rations! 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, I9th Feb. 1813* 

Since I addressed your Lordship on the 12th inst., I have received in- 
telligence that the 1st and 4th divisions of the * Armie de Portugal^* and 
part of Gen. Monthrun’s cavalry, as well as the 6th division, are on the 
Tagus, in the neighbourhood of Talavera de la Reyna and Toledo. 

It is certain that Gen. Bonet evacuated the Asturias at the time I re- 
ceived the reports that he had done so in January, and I understand that 
he suffered considerably in this operation, as well from the effects of the 
weather as from the operations of a detachment of the army of Galicia, 
and of Gen. Porlier’s troops. 

No movement of importance has been made by any of the troops 
composing the Armie de PortugaV since I addressed you on the 12th 
inst. 

The reports which had been in circulation throughout Spain, that 
Valencia had not fallen on the 9th Jar. , as stated in the enemy’s gazettes, 
have been contradicted, and no doubt is now entertained of that misfor- 
tune. It is reported that Marshal Suchet, having left a garrison of 8000 
men in Valencia, had marched in the end of January to the relief of Tar- 
ragona. The report that that place has fallen still prevails, but I have 
received no confirmation of it on which I can rely. 

There is no doubt that the guerrilla chiefs had possession of the town 
of Soria, as stated in my dispatch of the 12th inst. ; but the French troops 
retired to the castle, which the guerrillas could not take, and the latter 
afterwards evacuated the town. 

These parties continue to increase, and their operations become every 
day more important. Saornil has lately interrupted the communications 
of the * Armie de Portugal^^ in Upper Castille, near Medina del Campo, 
and he took about 100 prisoners near that town ; and the party of Cuesta 
attacked a body of French infantry, which crossed the Tietar, and obliged 
them to retire with considerable loss. 

My last letters from Cadiz are of the 31 st Jan. The enemy was making 
no movement of importance on that side. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812. 

I enclose a paper which has been sent to me by Major Dachenhausen, 
who was lately recommended to me by your Lordship, at the instance, 
I believe, of Gen. Gwyn. I know nothing of the plan it contains ; but 
I have thought it proper to send it to your Lordship as it has been sent 
to me. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812. 

1 have the honor to enclose the copy of a dispatch from Mr. Wellesley 
of the 3l8t Jan., enclosing two letters from the Sec. of State, Don £. de 
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Bardaxi ; one of the 29th Jan. conveying a vote of thanks of the Cortes 
to the officers and troops under my command for their conduct at the 
taking of Ciudad Rodrigo ; the other of the 31st Jan. from the same 
minister, enclosing a decree of the Cortes, passed at the recommendation 
of the Regency, by which the Cortes have created me a Grandee of 
Spain of the first class, and Duque de Ciudad Rodrigo. 

1 beg your Lordship will lay these letters before H.R.H. the Prince 
Regent, and will request His Royal Highness* permission for me to accept 
the honors conferred upon me by the Cortes and Regency of Spain. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812. 

I received by the last post your letter marked ‘ secret,* of the 24th Jan. 
All my arrangements preparatory to the attack of Badajoz are in train, 
and, I believe, getting on well ; some of the troops have marched for the 
Alentejo, and others will follow soon ; and I intend to go myself the last, 
as I know that my removal from one part of the country to the other will 
be the signal for the enemy that the part to which I am going is to be 
the scene of active operations. The train which you proposed to send 
will not be in time, but it is as well that we should have it, in case of 
accidents. I am not unprovided with some means of a good description 
for this enterprise. The weather has latterly favored us wonderfully. 

Pray let us have plenty of horses for cavalry and artillery, and the 
reinforcements for our infantry, as early as you can. If we should suc- 
ceed at Badajoz, T propose to push our success early in the year as far as 
I can. I enclose the morning state. 

Mr. Perceval has told me that I should receive a letter from you on 
another subject, which has not yet reached me. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 20th Feb. 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose a letter from , and its enclosure, which I believe is from 

the Portuguese . 

De Lancey has a letter from Offeney, stating that Foy liad marched 
with a detachment by the Puerto de San Vicente on Guadalupe ; but he 
had returned one march. He had not been able to bring either cannon 
or carriages ; and 1 think that this was a reconnaissance to see whether 
they could communicate with the 5th corps by that route. There is a 
report that they were repairing the roads in that direction. 

There is nothing new on this side. 1 am going to Ciudad Rodrigo 
to-morrow. 

72« A,G. to Mqjor Gm. tko Horn, C, ColviUo, iih Avitum. 21st Feb. 1812. 

In consequence of your report, which I liave laid before the Commander of the 
Forces this morning, it is his Excellency’s pleasure that the order for the roll being 
called in the 7tk caqadores every hour should be discontinued. 

m 

Tho A.G. to Capt, Mtaduun, Ahraniot. 2lBt Feb. 1812. 

In r^ly to your letter of the 18th inst., and enclosure^ from Lieut. Col. Stewart, 
of the EufTs, I am directed to inform you that you have nothing to say, as Com- 
mandant, to the articles of deceased men; they are in the Purveyor’s stores, and 
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should be sold by auction, or sent to Commanding officers of corps under bis orders. 
The Lieut. Col. of tlie ^fis has likewise no concern with the arms and accoutre- 
ments, but the arrangement should be carried into effect. Lastly, it is your duty 
to obey the G. O. on the subject of necessaries, &c., and you are not to mind 
complaints. 

To Freneda, 22d Feb. 181X 

I have received your letter of the 20th. I shall be glad to keep up the 
correspondence which you mention with Navalmoral, and request you to 
let me know what will be the expense. 

I observe what you have said in your letter of the strength of the 2d 
division in the province of Avila, and you will observe how inconsistent 
that account, which I believe to be true, is with the accounts which you 
before gave of the total strength of the ‘ Armee de Portugal,^ I now 
enclose a list of the divisions and of their Generals, and of the regiments 
of the * Armce de Portugal^ including the divisions of Gens. Souham 
and Bonet, and the cavalry. I request you to inquire how many battalions 
there are in each of those named regiments at present, and how many 
men present under arms in each battalion, and where each battalion is ; 
the name of the Colonel of each regiment, and of the chief of each 
battalion ; how the regiments are classed in brigades, and the names of 
the General officers commanding brigades. You need not be in a hurry 
about getting this information, but you will consider it to be an object 
on which I want to have accurate information, and you will get it for me 
as soon as you can with convenience. 

P. S. 23d Feb. Since writing the above, I have received your second 
letter of the 20th. As the money has been paid by your direction to the 
person who wrote the letter you enclosed, it shall be ipfunded by me, but 
in future you must not disburse such large sums without my orders. I 
had determined that 1 would give that person no more money, as he is of 
no use whatever. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 22d Feb. 1812. 

I enclose an extract from the G. O of the army, containing the pro- 
ceedings and sentence of a General Court Martial, of which Col. Inglis 

is President, on the trial of Lieut. , of the — regt., on a complaint 

of the master of the ‘ Golden Lion’ hotel at Lisbon. 

At the same time I enclose an extract of the minutes of the evidence, 
containing the testimony of Lieut. Wright, 36th regt., showing the treat- 
ment which the officers of the British army receive in that house. 

Notwithstanding that 1 have confirmed and put into execution the sen- 
tence of the General Court Martial on Lieut , I must say that the 

officers of the British army have, and particularly Lieut , reason to 

complain in being obliged to go to such a house as the * Golden Lion,’ and 
in being obliged to submit to the insolence and ill treatment of the land- 
lord and his waiters. 

1 beg you to lay these papers before tlie Portuguese government, and 
to make my request that the police may be directed to warn the master 
of the * Golden Lion,’ and his waiters, of the necessity of behaving them- 
selves respectfully to the officers of the army. 
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To Idout Col. Fletcher, R.E. Freneda, 23d Feb. 1812^ 9 a.k. 

In the memorandum which you gave me on Saturday last for the con- 
struction of your gabions and fascines at Elvas, you inserted the dimen- 
sions of the gabions to be 3 feet high, exclusive of points, and 1 foot 6 
inches in diameter. It appears to Col. Brito, as well as to me, that this 
is a mistake ; and 1 beg to hear from you immediately whether you wish 
that they should be 1 foot 6, or 2 feet 6 inches in diameter. 

To Col. de Brito Mozinho. Freneda, 23d Feb. 1812. 

Since I wrote to you this morning I have heard from Fletcher ; and I 
find that he intended that the gabions should be only foot in diameter ; 
but as this appears to me to be too small, I beg that they may be made 2 
feet in diameter, till you shall hear further from me. 

To Lieut. Col. Fletcher, R.E. Freneda, 23d Feb. 1812. 

I received this evening your letter of this day, by Capt. Canning. 
Probably it did not occur to you that a gabion 18 inches diameter would 
not cover a man. Every man, even the smallest, occupies 20 inches ; 
and the gabion ought at least to cover him. Besides, the gabion of Ij^ 
foot in diameter does not contain much more than half the solid space of 
one of 2^ feet. 

Adverting to the reasons first mentioned, I have written to Brito to 
desire that the gabions might be 2 feet in diameter; and 1 beg to hear 
from you before the post shall go on the morning of the 25th, whether 
you continue to think that they should be 1^ foot. 

P.S. 1 have just received your letter of the 23d, regarding the march 
of a company of artificers to Elvas. I have given orders, that if any 
officer applies to the Q. M. G. at Lisbon for a route to Elvas for a com- 
pany of artificers, he is to have it. But who is the officer to apply P Who 
is to give him his orders to apply ? 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Freneda, 23J Feb. 1812. 

I received only this evening your letter of the 18th. I don't know 
what answer you were to expect from me upon the subject of the Russian 


G. O. Freneda, tSd Feb. 1812. 

3. The Commander of the Forces having received orders to draft the 2d batt. of the 52d 
regt. into the Ist, the following uirangement is to be made for that purpose : 

4. The private men belonging to the 2d iiatt. of the 52d regt, in Portugal and Spain, 
ore to be drafted into tlie Ist baft., and are to be distributed into cominnies of the 1st batt., 
with the exception of men deemed at present unfit for service in the field. 

5. All men missing from the 2d liatt. are to cimtinue on the strength of the 2d batt 

6. The transfer is to be made immediately, and the officers commanding companies in 
the 2<] batt. are to draw piy for their men up to the 24th inst, and are to account in the 
usual manner with the officers commanding companies in the Ist batt., to whose companies 
their men will be transferred untler this order. 

7. When this transfer shall be completed, Uie officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
staff of the 2d baft., and such private men as remain, are to proceed by routes furnish^ by 
^ Q. M. G., to Lisbon, preparatory to their embarkation for England. 

8. The Commander of the Forces begs the 2d batt of the 52d r^. will^ accept hii 

thanks for their very disting^isiied services. Since they ha^e been in me Peninsula luey 
have had various opportunities of displaying their gallantry and good conduct, and the 
Commander of the Forces has had reason on every occasion to be satisfied with their be- 
haviour. , 
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18 pounders. I wrote to the Admiral to express mjr disappointment ; but 
there was no use in writing to you. You could not mend the matter; 
and there was no use in discussing with you by letter the recourses which 
occurred to my mind to extricate us from the scrape into which we had 
got, notwithstanding all the pains I had taken to avoid it. 

I don’t know whether the Admiral will send you English guns or not. 
If he should not, we must separate carefully, and mark, the English, the 
Russian, and the Portuguese shot ; and we must use those of each nation 
in different batteries. The artillery officers must then calculate upon the 
windage of the different descriptions of shot in their charges, and the 
direction and elevation of their guns ; and as the shot in each battery will 
always be the same, there will not be so much difficulty in managing these 
pieces as we experienced in the last siege, under similar circumstances. 

1 hope, however, that if the Admiral has them, he will send English 
18 pounders. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Freneda, 23d Feb. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 20th, and I am very sorry that any 
inconvenience should have been experienced in consequence of any order 
of mine. As, however, I am responsible for the supply of the British 
army, and of that part of the Portuguese army which is supplied by the 
British commissariat, and of that part of the Portuguese army which is not 
so sup])Ued, it is natural that I should wish to be acquainted with the con- 
tents of our magazines before I order that any issue should be made ; and 
adverting to the amount, and the causes of the demands made upon our 
magazines since December last, it is natural that I should not allow any 
issues to be made from them without orders from tlie Commissary Gen., 
after consulting my opinion. 

The order which has been lately repeated to Mr. Pipon on this subject 
has been frequently given before. 1 am not aware of the exact terms in 
which it was lately given to Mr. Pipon ; but as Mr. Pipon was aware 
from the communication of the paragraph of my letter to you, that it was 
left to him to make the advance of tlie grain, or to give the drafts 
of the money, he might have ventured to begin to make the advance 
of the grain without waiting for the result of further reference to head 
quarters. 1 directed, however, this morning, that the answer to the refer- 
ence should be given ; viz., that he was to give immediately as much of 
the grain of all descriptions as could without inconvenience be spared from 
our magazines, and the remainder of the amount of the demand when it 
should be convenient to us to spare it. I can do no more. 

I observe the attempt of Dom M. Forjaz, &c., to throw upon us the 
inconvenient consequences of wanting this grain, and not having it im- 
mediately. If they had the whole of it at this moment in their possession, 
they could not use it, excepting for sale. I will lay my life that they will 
not carry one third of the quantity from the sea coast in 6 months. 

1 know nothing about the supply of money to the military chest. I am 
very certain that the Portuguese government have, in money and kind, 
received more than their subsidy from the departments of this army in the 
last year. 
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J%a io Mu^wr CmiUerty Ca§ianhnra» 28(1 Feb. 1812. 

The reports of the state and order in which the hospital station of Castanheira 
has been Kept under your superintendence have been very satisfactoiy, and 1 have 
now to convey to you the Commander of the Forces’ orders that you do proceed 
immediately to Celorico, to assume the situation of Commandant at that place, 
until further orders. Capt. Poppleton will be directed to rei>air to Castanheira so 
soon as you arrive at Celorico, and you will receive from him all the necessary 
details. You will, previous to your d^arture, in like manner give up all official 
papers, documents, &c., to the next officer in seniority at Castanheira, until Capt. 
Poppleton shall arrive. 

Memorandum to be submitted to Don F. X. Castafios. 24th Feb. 1612. 

The British army being now in march towards the Alentcjo, for the 
purpose of attacking Badajoz eventually, it is desirable to consider what 
plans the enemy may follow, and what are our means of resisting them. 

Ist ; They may move their whole force, including the divisions of 
Souham and Bonet, into Estremadura, leaving Castille and Leon to their 
fate, as they have done heretofore ; or they may move only a part of their 
force into Estremadura, leaving a part to occupy the principal points in 
those kingdoms. 

2dly ; Leaving the army of the south, and the 3 divisions of the ‘ Armee 
de Portugal^ now on Ibe Tagus, and the cavalry, to oppose the allied 
British and Portuguese army in Estremadura in the best manner they can, 
they may attack the kingdom of Galicia with the remainder of the army. 

Or, 3dly ; They may attack the frontiers of Portugal by the north of 
the Douro. 

Or, 4thly; They may pass the Agueda by the fords below Ciudad 
Rodrigo, cut off the communication between Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida : 
or even pass the Coa, and cut off the communication between those places 
and the interior of the country. 

The operation which 1 have stated in the first instance is that which it 
is most probable the enemy will follow ; and that they will leave the divi- 
sions of Bonet and Souham to occupy the kingdoms of Castille and Leon. 

It will then become a question, what operation the troops of Galicia 
shall carry on, which must be decided by the relative force of the allies 
and of the enemy, and by the state in which the enemy shall leave the 
towns on the Douro and the Tormes which they are fortifying, and by the 
degree of equipment for attacking those works with which Gen. Abadia 
can provide himself. 

If the enemy should adopt this supposed plan, it would be desirable not 
only that Don Carlos de Espana should take the field in Castille with all 
that he can venture to draw from the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo ; but 
that Don Julian Sanchez, Saomil, and all the chiefs of parties of guer- 
rillas should co-operate with him in order to do the enemy as much 
mischief as possible, and that the troops even in Biscay should be put in 
motion. 

The Portuguese General officers north of the Douro have under their 
command of regular troops only small detachments of cavalry. These 
could not with propriety be moved to a greater distance from the Portu- 
guese frontier ; but the Portuguese General officers shall have orders to 
Buppert with their cavalry, within reasonable limits, any offensive opera- 
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tions which it may be thought proper that Oen. Abadia should adopt in 
the case supposed. 

If the enemy should adopt the plan supposed in the second instance, the 
Portuguese General officers, Bacellar and the Conde de Amarante, shall 
have orders to do as much mischief to the enemy’s flank and rear as they 
can, at least with their cavalry, but not to push their infantry too far foiv 
wards. I imagine that if Galicia should be invaded, and Gen. Abadia 
should be obliged to retreat, his line of retreat would be towards the 
frontiers of Portugal ; and great care must be taken in that case, that 
the Portuguese General officers, by pushing too far into Leon, do not lose 
their communication with his right. 

If the enemy should adopt the line supposed in the third instance, Gen. 
Abadia would of course annoy the enemy’s flank and rear, while the Por- 
tuguese General officers would oppose them in front. 

If the enemy should adopt either of the plans supposed in the second and 
third instances, Don Carlos’ division with the guerrillas might do a great 
deal of mischief in Castille. 

If the enemy should adopt the plan supposed in the fourth instance, I 
propose to direct Gen. Bacellar to collect all the militia of the northern 
provinces of Portugal on the Coa, and to place himself in communica- 
tion with the remainder of Don Carlos de Espaiia’s division, which shall 
not be in the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and to endeavor to protect 
the magazines on the Douro and the Mondcgo, and to force the enemy 
into Lower Beira, if they should persevere in entering Portugal. The 
advantage which Gen. Abadia could take of this operation would like- 
wise depend upon the extent of the force which the enemy would leave 
in his front ; upon the degree to which the enemy should have fortified 
his posts on the Douro and Tormes, &c. ; and on the degree to which 
Gen. Abadia can equip himself with artillery to attack those posts. 

If the enemy should adopt this plan, supposed in the fourth instance, 
Don Carlos would of course destroy the bridges on the Y eltes and Huelva. 
It appears to me that it would likewise be desirable to destroy that of 
Barba de Puerco ; and particularly, if the weather should be bad, the 3 
bridges at Castillejos.* 

* JVo/e nAmtjuenihf written by Lord W, at the bottom of thio Memorandum. These bridges 
were not destroyed ; if they h^, two days would have been gained, which would have 
been sufficient. 

To Col. de Brito Mozinbo. Freneda, 25th Feb. 1812. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday I have received another letter from Lieut. 
Col. Fletcher, who is anxious that the interior diameter of the gabions 
should not be more than foot, and 1 request that they may be made 
accordingly. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 25th Feb. 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters (Nos. 50 and 52) of the 
6th and 14th inst., and that marked * private ’ of the 9th inst. 

I have already in my letter of the Ist inst. stated to you my opinion re- 
garding Tarifa. 1 don’t think that Capt Smith’s letter throws new light 
upon the subject. The island appears still to be the principal point to 
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defend, and the easiest to be defended at a small expense, and risk of loss. 
Whether the town and the hill of Catalina can be made subservient to 
the defence of the island depends upon circumstances upon which it would 
be possible to decide only by having a local knowledge of the place. 

It is very clear to me, however, that the enemy will not attack Tarifa 
in this spring ; and that you will not be called upon to furnish troops to 
garrison that place so soon as you expect. If you should be called upon 
either by the Spanish government, or by the Governor of Gibraltar, you 
must decide the question according to the suggestions which I made to 
you in my dispatch of the 15th Nov. If you should send a detachment 
from Cadiz at the desire of the Spanish government for a purpose con- 
nected with the operations of Gen. Ballesteros, I conceive that the Governor 
bf Gibraltar has nothing to say to such detachment. If you should send 
one to Tarifa at the desire of the Governor of Gibraltar, or of the Spanish 
government, it is better not to discuss the question, whether the detach- 
ment shall or shall not obey the orders of the Governor of Gibraltar. He 
has occupied Tarifa permanently ; and he is about to improve the defences 
of the place, which he conceives to be under his orders. The troops sent 
to Tarifa should therefore be under his orders ; but according to all the 
rules of His Majesty’s service, the senior officer should command the 
whole. 1 have nothing to say to the division of the command of the island 
and town of Tarifa, which 1 conclude has been settled by the Governor 
of Gibraltar. 

I have perused the enclosures in Col Lambert’s dispatch of the 6th inst. 
I have not got Tofino’s ])lan of Carthagena, and 1 am not able to judge 
exactly of the situation of the different places referred to by Capt. Roberts. 
The hill of San Julian, however, is in every point of view a most im- 
portant post to be secured, not only by a block house, as is proposed by 
Capt. Roberts, but by a good redoubt, capable of containing a garrison of 
300 men, or even more, if the ground should be sufficiently spacious. As 
it appears* that the soil is rocky, I have no objection to Capt. Roberts 
commencing by constructing the block house, which will always be an 
additional security to the redoubt ; but the objects of our attention at 
Carthagena should be, not only to defend tlie existing works, but to secure 
the communication of the town with the sea, without which it will be im- 
possible to supply the town with provisions, &c., to last during the time 
which the works are capable of holding out, when our troops will give the 


G. O. Frenpda, S5tli Feb. 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has great pleasure in communicating to the General 
officers, officers, and troops, the vote of approbation of ffieir conduct at the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo^ passed by the Cortes of Spain : 

‘ Tlie Oeneial and Extraordinary Cortes, penetrated with the most lively gratitude for 
the im{K)rtant service wliich the allied army, under the onlers of Gen. Lord Viscount Wel- 
lington, has pel formed fpr the Spanish nation, iu the taking of Ciudad Rodrigo, have de- 
cie^ their thanks to that General, and the tifficers and troops under his command.* 

2. The Commander of the Forces calls the attention of tlie officers commanding regi- 
ments to the instructions which they have recently received from the office of the A. G. in 
England, for the establishing and conducting regihneutal schools. 

A school is alieady established at Belem for tlie instruclion of the children of tlie soldiers 
who aie tliere ; but if there should he any childien with the regimenta, Commanding officeis 
of regiments should take measures to establish the schools in the laments, iu order tliat the 
children may be educated when opportunities may offer. 
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example of a determined defence. It appears to me that there will be 
time to construct such works as may be necessary for this object at no 
great expense ; and 1 beg that they may be commenced without loss of 
time. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Welleiley. Freneda, 25th Feb. 1812. 

I received last night your letters of the 12th and 14th. The enclosures 
are very interesting. 

I think that Lacy has taken Tarragona. It is generally reported that 
he had on the 28th Jan . ; and I see by Adam’s letter that he was to attack 
the place about that time. 

It is impossible to concert operations between two bodies at such a 
distance as Ballesteros and I shall be. 1 expect to be able to invest 
Badajoz about the 10th. It may be expected that about the 14th or 15th 
Soult will receive the report, and will prepare to move to support the 
place. Ballesteros should be prepared to move on Seville at that same 
time ; and should move as soon as he shall find that the enemy have weak- 
ened their force at Seville, &c., to such an extent as to give him a pros- 
pect of success. He should risk nothing ; and should retire when he shall 
find that the enemy return to Seville in strength. It may be depended 
upon, that the greatest part of the army, particularly the cavalry, will he 
brouglit against us ; and, therefore, Ballesteros’ deficiency of cavalry in 
this expedition will nut much signify. 

You will see by the letter which I gave Castanos, of which I sent you 
a copy on the 19th inst., that 1 have recommended that Murillo’s troops 
should be employed from the Coiidado de Niebla in the same manner. 1 
believe, but he has not told me, that they are to be employed os 1 jiro- 
posed. But even these troops can scarcely act in concert with Ballesteros. 
They must both act with celerity, but independently, on the same object ; 
and communicate as soon as they can. But concert at such distances is 
impossible. 


To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fieneda, 25(li Feb. J812. 

Since I wrote to you on the 23d, 1 have received the enclosed letter 
from Mr. Bissett with its enclosures, (1, 2, and 3,) the whole of whicJi 
1 request you to return to me. From a perusal of these papers, it will be 
seen that there is not much reason to complain of us here at head quarters. 
All that 1 know is, that when a question comes before me, 1 decide it 
before the post goes out ; and always grant these demands, whether for 
money or supplies in kind, when I have before me the information to 
enable me to decide upon them. 

It appears that three demands have been made upon our stores since the 
month of December. The first demand was a rank job of the Junta dc 
Viveres ; but both the first and the second were granted, and the grain in 
the progress of delivery ; then came a demand for money or grain, to 
which I answered by referring to Mr. Pipon for information whether it 
would be most convenient to us to give grain or money ; upon which 
letter Mr. Pijwn might have acted, if there was any press for the grain. 

VOL. V. 2 m 



630 


PORTUGAL. 


In the mean time, however, he received the Commissary Gen.’s direc* 
tions of the 16th Feb., upon which so much has been said. The direc- 
tions are very proper in themselves, and they must be obeyed, or we can’t 
carry on the service. Some inconvenience might have resulted from their 
being received at that particular moment, if there had been any press for 
the graioj and if Mr. Pipon did not choose to act upon my letter to you. 
But it appears that there was still a remainder on the former demands, 
which Mr. Pipon had positive orders to issue ; and before we are made 
responsible for the consequence of delay, it would be very desirable that 
Senhor Cardoso should state what quantity he had in his magazines 
at Lisbon, and what quantity of conveyance he had to take any away from 
the sea coast. 

1 observe in the Portuguese authorities in general a very strong desire 
to have the management of money. I wish it were in my power to 
gratify them by paying in every month the exact subsidy, and thus to 
have nothing more to say to them. But as this is not the case, 1 must go 
through these details : at all events, 1 can’t allow any demands upon the 
British departments to be complied with, unless they come in the regular 
channel through the head of the department, with all the information on 
the subject. 

To Major Dicicsoii, R.A. Freiieda, 26th Feb. 1812. 

I have just received a letter of the 23d from the Admiral, in which he 
tells me that he has ordered to Alcaeer do Sal 10 of the NaiderCs IR 
pounders, which are Englisli, quite new, and he thinks will answer your 
purpose. 1 hope that you will take them. 

To the Earl of LiverjKiol. Freneda, 26th Feb. 1612. 

I’he troops of the ^Armee dc Portugal* have made no movement of 
importance since 1 addressed you last, excepting a reconnaissance by the 
troops under the command of Gen. Bonet, from Benavente on Monbuey, 
and the Puebla dc Sanabria, between the 14th and 19th inst. ; and a 
movement of the same description by the troops under Gen. Foy, from 
the neighbourhood of Talavera towards Guadalupe, through the Puerto 
de San Vicente. This last was intended, I believe, to ascertain whether 
it was practicable to march a column by that route from the Tagus to the 
Guadiana. Both have returned to their stations. 

The repairs and improvements to the works at Ciudad Rodrigo being 
in great forwardness, and the place being out of danger of being taken, 
except by regular siege, and the works of Almeida having likewise been 
repaired as far as is possible at present, and that place having again been 
restored as a fortress, I have put the troops in march towards the Alentejo, 
in order eventually to attack Badajoz. 

1 have not been able to move them at the period or in the order which 
I wished ; as 1 have been obliged to send several of the regiments, both 
British and Portuguese, to get their clothing and equipments at the sta- 
tion to which they were brought by the itavigation of the river, not having 
been able to procure means of land transport to carry what was required 
to the troops. I trust, however, I shall not feel the inconvenience which 
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might be expected from their having been moved in a manner so con- 
trary to every military principle. 

The laBt accounts which 1 have received from Cadiz are dated the ] 4th 
inst. It appears that the newly appointed Regency are actively employed 
in equipping a body of troops to reinforce Gen. Ballesteros, and in en- 
deavors to reform the various abuses which prevail in the army. 

The troops which had been detached from the '‘Armie de Portugal ’ 
into the kingdom of Valencia, in the end of December, under Geii. 
Montbrun, did not assist in the reduction of the city of Valencia, but 
marched upon Alicante.* Gen. Montbrun, at the head of a detachment of 
about 5000 men, summoned this place to surrender ; and the governor 
having refused to attend to his offer, he retired on the following day. 

Marshal Suchet had left Gen. Harispe’s division in the kingdom of 
Valencia, and a small garrison in the city, and after levying a very large 
contribution, he had marched into Catalonia ; and 1 understand that Gen. 
Lacy was obliged to raise the siege of Tarragona. 

The enemy have made no movement of importance in the south of 
Spain. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Freuedo, 26th Feh. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of the dispatch which 1 wrote yes- 
terday to Major Gen. Cooke, in answer to his letters of the 6th and 
14th inst., copies of which 1 imagine he will have transmitted to your 
Lordship. 

To Major Dickson, K.A. Freneda, 27lh Feb. 1812 

I have this day received your letter of the 22d. I received a letter 
from the Admiral yesterday of the 23d, in which lie informed me that he 
had sent to Alcaccr do Sal ten 1 8 pounders, English, of the best descrip- 
tion, from the Naiden. I beg you to take measures to have tliem removed 
to Elvas, even though you should have brought jj» me Russian guns; 
if they should arrive before you shall have moved the Russian guns, you 
will of course have left 1 0 of the Russians. 

I think you arc in advance of your time ; but the equipments from 
Lisbon, &c., are behind it. 

I think it possible, from the prevalence of westerly winds for the last 
few days, that the communication between Lisbon and Setuval may have 
been stopped. I intended to have left this on the Ist, and I should have 
been at Elvas on the 6th ; but I shall not now set out till Uie 2d or 3d, 
at all events ; and not tlien, unless 1 should liear from you, that you arc 
likely to be there, and complete on the 8th. It is very important that I 
should not quit this part of the country till the last moment ; and that 
there should be no delay after I shall arrive at Elvas. 

You say nothing about the Engineer’s stores. Col. Fletcher tells me 
that the last of them had not left Lisbon on the 19th. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Frenecla, 27th Feb. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 4th inst., No. 5 ; and the allied army 
being in march for the Alentejo, with a view to the object which I com- 
* Sec Appendix, No. XVIII. 
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municated to you in a former letter, I propose to set out from hence on 
the Ist March. 

I enclose the draft of a memorandum which I have given to Gen. 
Castahos, on the probable designs of the enemy during my absence from 
this frontier ; and on the plans to be adopted by the allies ; and the draft 
of my instructions to Gen. Bacellar applicable to the same view of cir- 
cumstances. 

1 request you to communicate to Gen. Bacellar at Lamego, as well as 
to the Conde de Amarante, all the intelligence which you may think will 
be useful to the officers. In case you should have occasion to make any 
suggestion to those officers, I beg that you will attend to the enclosed 
instructions. 

To Gen. Bacellar. Freneda, 27th Feb. 1812. 

The allied British and Portuguese army are in march towards the pro- 
vince of Alentejo, with a view to operations to the southward ; and it is 
necessary tliat I should convey to you instructions regarding your con- 
duct during my absence from this part of the country. 

If the enemy should diminish his force in the kingdoms of Leon and 
Castille, so as to he necessarily on the defensive, and Gen. Abadia, from 
the province of Galicia, and the Mariscal de Campo, Don Carlos de 
Espaiia, from the frontiers of Castille, should undertake any offensive 
operation against aiiy of the French posts in those kingdoms, the Conde 
de Amarante should support the operations of Gen. Abadia with his in- 
fantry, as far as may be consistent witli the instructions which he has 
already received from Marshal the Conde de Trancoso and me, and with 
his cavalry, and that under the immediate command of your Excellency, 
to such extent as may be deemed prudent to advance them, taking care 
tliat tliey have a communication with, and secure retreat upon, his infantry. 

If tlie enemy should retain a sufficient force in Castille and Leon to be 
able to act offensively, and should attack Galicia, the Gen. Conde de 
Amarante is to impede their progress, and to do them all the mischief he 
can with liis cavalry upon their left flank, and eventually their rear, sup- 
porting his cavalry by his infantry ; but he must take care not to push 
the latter too forward, or to risk its retreat u])on Portugal. In proportion 
as the enemy shall advance into Galicia, and you shall find that he intends 
to establish himself in that kingdom, you will make arrangements to col- 
lect the militia of the two northern provinces of the Kingdom of Portugal 
to die northward. 

If the enemy should attack the Kingdom of Portugal by the right of 
the Douro, instead of attacking Galicia, you will make the arrangements, 
and adopt the system for their defence, ordered by the instructions of the 
Marshal Conde do Trancoso in the year 1810. If the enemy, instead of 
invading Galicia, or the Kingdom of Portugal, on the right of the Douro, 
should pass the Agueda, below Ciudad Rodrigo, and cut off the commu- 
nication between that place and Almeida, you will collect the troops in 
the provinces of Minho, Tras os Montes, and Upper Beira, on the Lower 
Coa ; and you will, as far as in your power, protect the magazines of the 
allied army on the Douro and tlic Mondego. 
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Both Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo are in a state of defence to insure 
them against capture by a coup de main^ and are supplied with provisions 
to last these garrisons at least during the time that the enemy could pos- 
sibly remain in the country. In case you should have occasion, under 
these instructions, to assemble the troops in Upper Beira, 1 hereby 
autliorise you to make use of the contents of the magazines of the allied 
army at Lamego and S. Joao da Pesqueira; but this authority must be 
made use of only in case of urgent necessity, as it may prove of the utmost 
detriment to the cause of the allied army, should we not have those maga- 
zines hereafter, but whatever you may use of them must be replaced 
without loss of time. 

1 enclose a letter for Sir H. Douglas, who is employed with Gen. 
Abadia, iii wliich 1 request that officer to give you and Gen. the Conde de 
Ainarante constant intelligence of the enemy’s movements, in order to 
enable you to conform to my instructions. 1 likewise request Don Carlos 
de Espaha to communicate with you constantly. 

There is a daily post now between Celorico and Laincgo, and I have 
ordered one to be established between Celorico and my head quarters in 
the Alentejo, and 1 beg to hear from you constantly. 

To (he Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley, Freneda, 27th Feb. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the draft of a memorandum which I have 
sent to Gen. Castaiios and his answer, being a report to his Excellency 
from Gen. Giron, the chief of the Staff, on the probable plans of the 
enemy in this part of the Peninsula, and the measures to be adopted by 
the allies, upon the march of the allied British and Portuguese army under 
my command to the south of the Tagus. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. F'^^netla, 29th Feb. 1812. 

1 rec^uest that, upon the receipt of this letter, yon villl give directions 
that Lieuts. Pitts, Jones, and Vetch, officers of the Royal Engineers, and 
30 of the company of Artificers, trained to sapping, may embark and })ro- 
ceed to Villa Real, and proceed thence, according to the enclosed route, 
to Elvas. 

The Commissary Gen. will take measures to have these officers and 
men provided on their march. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 29th Feb. 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 16th inst.. No. 53, 
enclosing observations by Lieut. Col. Duncan, upon one of the 7th Jan., 
which I had addressed to you. 

Notwithstanding that 1 hope the lines of the Isla, and the other fortifi- 
cation depending on Cadiz, will never fall into the hands of the enemy, 
I am not satisfied by Lieut. Col. Duncan’s observations, that the informa- 
tion which 1 desired might be sent to the Sec. of State, cannot or ought 
not to become matter of professional calculation, because it is the Colonel’s 
opinion that the supply of ammunition * should be without bounds or that 
the government have not a right to require from me and yourself, and we 
from the officers placed under us, such professional information as will 
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enable them to determine whether it is best for Great Britain to maintain 
the foundries at Cadiz, or to send from thence the articles which these 
foundries might be expected to supply, if worked at the expense of Great 
Britain. 

Accordingly, I request you again to call Lieut Col. Duncan’s attention 
to the information required in my letter of the 7th Jan. If Lieut Col. 
Duncan cannot or will not make the calculations required, I must and will ; 
and whether he or I make them, I shall consider myself responsible that 
the works at the Isla and Cadiz are sufficiently supplied for any defence 
they can be required to make, if they should be supplied according to the 
calculations which will be sent to England under my orders of the 7th Jon. 

In order to enable me to make the calculations which I have required 
(and which Lieut. Col. Duncan has declined to make, there being yet no 
answer from the Commanding officer of Engineers), I request to have a 
return of the number of pieces of ordnance, stating of what calibres, in 
the several works in the Isla, including the Caraccas, on the Isthmus and 
in Cadiz, specifying the measurement of the nation according to which the 
calibre is calculated. 

Of course you understand that the work at the Spanish foundries is to 
continue tiL the government shall have decided whether they will defray 
the expense, or send from England the materials manufactured. 

To tlie Rt. Hoii. H. Wellesley. Freiieda, 29tli Feb. 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th inst., enclosing 
one from Don Jose Pizarro, in regard to the wants of tlie place of Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; and I beg that you will inform the Spanish government that 1 
had already adopted the following measures for the security of that im- 
portant place : 

The breaches in the fausse braie wall have been rebuilt, and the re- 
building of those in the main wall is in progress ; and in the mean time 
these breaches have been repaired in such a manner as to be out of danger 
of being carried by a coup de wain. 

Various improvements have been made in the works of the place, and 
in concurrence with the opinion of his Excellency Gen. Castanos, and tlie 
Spanish engineers, good works have been constructed on the teson of San 
Francisco, from which the place can be attacked with the greatest advan- 
tage ; by which works the teson is secured at least till they will be carried. 
They are so respectable that they cannot be taken, excepting by a regular 
attack. 

Works are in progress for the improvement of the convents in the 
suburbs of San Francisco ; and a redoubt is in progress to the south of 
that suburb, which will ^d to the security of the place on that side. 
These works have been performed by the allied British and Portuguese 
troops, with the assistance of some Spanish troops in the last week, and 1 
have paid all the expense ; and I have th|s day left in the hands of the 
governor. Brig. Gen. Vives, the sum of 12,000 dollars, to defray the ex- 
pense of completing, according to the plan settled, the works which have 
been commenced, some of which are in a defensible state, and all in a 
considerable degree of progress. The total expense which will have been 
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incurred, including the sum of 12,000 dollars above mentioned, amounts 
to about £4500 sterling. 

I have the honor to enclose states of the ordnance, military and Engi- 
neer’s stores in the place, besides which, I have ordered there 500 barrels 
of gunpowder from Almeida, which will be thrown in immediately ; and 
I have sent there 355,000 rounds of musket ammunition. 

1 have likewise the honor to enclose states of the provisions and medical 
stores in the place, and of those which I have lodged in it. I have since 
ordered there 15,000 rations of biscuit, and 5500 lbs. of salt meat, 6000 lbs. 
of salt 6sh, and 25,000 lbs of rice. Reckoning the garrison, therefore, at 
3000 men, it has already in it provisions for one month. Your Excellency 
will besides have seen in my correspondence with Don Carlos de Espana, 
forwarded in my dispatch of the 1 9th inst , the measures which had been 
adopted to place at the disposal of Don Carlos de Espana provisions for the 
garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo for 2 months. 

If other means should not have been found to supply the garrison 
before these 2 months shall have expired, 1 will endeavor to adopt fur- 
ther measures to supply their wants. 

To the Rt Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 29th Feb. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 29th. It is impossible for me to send 
a regiment of cavalry to Gibraltar. Considering what I have upon my 
hands, I doubt whether I have as much cavalry as I shall require, not- 
withstanding that I have a good deal. 

If I were to send a regiment to Gibraltar, it would be under the orders 
of the governor, to whom I have nothing to say. Any arrangement, 
tlierefore, that is made on this subject, must be by tlie King’s government. 

If 1 could send a regiment to Gibraltar, and could dispose of it when 
there, I should doubt (between ourselves) the expediency of placing it 
under the command of Ballesteros. It is very desirable that he should 
succeed, but one regiment of cavalry will not do much for him one way 
or other ; and haying seen the mode in which the Spaniards use their 
cavalry, and knowing how Ballesteros used some of our hussars, when he 
had the disposal of them for a moment, I should be desirous of avoiding 
to trust a regiment to his disposal. The expense of a regiment of cavalry 
at Gibraltar will be enormous ; and as far as I have any knowledge of the 
scene of its operations, the Sierra de Ronda, the expense of maintaining 
it in the field still greater. And I doubt its being of much use, even 
under the best management. The fact is, that the French have so much 
cavalry, that unless great masses can be brought against them, it is 
almost useless, and is very expensive and burthensome, to have more than 
enough for the common duty of the outposts. 

I give no credit to the shells going 5000 toises^ which is more than 6 
miles. But the French may certainly have improved upon the mortar, so 
as to make it throw farther than it did before. It may be depended upon 
that their efforts in this way are so very expensive that they will be very 
weak, and our success, or Ballesteros’ at Seville, will put an end to 
them entirely. 
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To bis Bccelleiicy C. Stuart. Freneda, 29th Feb. 1912. 

I have received your letter of the 25th, containing certain queries from 
the Superintendent of the Police, on the mode of carrying into execution 
the law in regard to numbering the means of transport at Lisbon ; and I 
acknowledge that among my other avocations I did not know that I was 
the interpreter of the meaning of the Portuguese regulations. 

The object of the law is to number the means of transport, in order to 
be able to get at them for the service of the army ; and ^e first question 

is, whether those are to be numbered which*' are kept by the officers of the 
British army, and by those employed by the British army at Lisbon. 
Those officers are allowed certain sums to buy the animals which are 
deemed necessary to enable them to perform their duty, and they are 
allowed forage to feed them ; and then the magistrate, who is to execute 
this law, asks, are these animals to be numbered, in order to facilitate 
their being taken for the service of the army (they being already 
employed in the service of the army) ; and the minister supports the 
notion of taking them by proposing that the whole should be numbered 
and registered ! 

1 will not insult Dom M. Forjoz by asking whether he numbers Car- 
doso’s horses and his own, and Marshal Boresford’s, and Adm. Berkel^^y’s, 
because I conclude that if he numbers those belonging to the officers of 
one nation, he does the same to the officers of the other ; but 1 would beg 
to ask him, whether the horses of the cavalry which may be at Lisbon, 
and of the police guard, are to be numbered and registered under the 
law ? If the horses and animals in one branch of the public service are 
not considered liable to be numbered and registered, why should those in 
another ? 

I should suppose that the law is intended to apply to the horses and 
animals and means of transport, the property of individuals, not kept for 
the public service. 

As for Dom M. Forjaz’s plan of first registering these animals, and 
then excusing them from service, I know enough of the mode of execut- 
ing a law in Portugal, to protest against it. It will give rise to constant 
disputes, and will tend to increase the disunion which is growing fast 
between the two nations, notwithstanding every effort of mine to prevent 

it. It will besides afford ample ground for the evasion of the law by the 
magistrates. 

To the second query, I answer that if any body, whether English or 
Portuguese, whether in the service of the army or not, keep means of 
transport which he is not required to keep by orders of the army, and for 
which he is not allowed forage by the regulations of the service, 4kh 
horses and means of transport should be liable to the law for means of 
transport. 

1 don’t understand the third question. If it means the boats belonging 
to the King’s transports and store ships, &a, I beg to refer you to my 
answer to the first queiy for my opinion upon it. If that is not satisfac- 
tory, Dom M. Forjaz had better settle that matter with the British Admiral 
on tlie station. 
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If I had any influence with the Portuguese govemment, I should >e- , 
commend that the person who framed these queries should be dismissed 
from his station. He certainly does not mean to carry into execution the 
transport laws, and he is not ^e person who should be at the head of the 
police in these times. 


To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Preneda, 1st March, 1812. 

I have omitted to reply to your letter of the 28th Nov., containing your 
opinion and that of Capt. Sir G. Collier on the comparative merits of 
the Bayona islands, and of the island of Aroza, as points to be occupied 
by the British government. 

I had yesterday a conversation with Gen. Castanos on that subject; and 
he appeared to be desirous to occupy the position, to which you refer in 
your letter of the 28tli Nov., in front of the road leading from San Payo 
to Pontevedra. Whether he should occupy that position or not, I should 
be inclined to prefer the island of Aroza to the Bayona islands for the 
depfit ; having an intermediate dep6t either in the Bayona islands, or in 
the Peninsula of Pontevedra. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will let me know what is the nature 
and length of the position in front of Pontevedra ; and how the flanks of a 
body of troops occupying it would be secured on the rivers of Pontevedra 
and San Payo. 

Have you formed any notion of the expense to be incurred, and the 
time which will be required, to secure the island of Aroza ; and by what 
number of men it should be occupied ? 


To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, Ist March, 1812. 

I have perused the paper which you transmitted to me in your letter 
dated the 27th Feb., and 1 have examined tlie plan of tlie proposed canal 
from the Sado* to the Tagus. 

The proposed canal cannot alfcet, in one way or another, the military 
works on the heights of Almada, and on the left of the Lower Tagus. 

Adverting to the nature of the war in which we are engaged, it may be 
a question how far it is expedient to establish a communication by water, 
of which the enemy will have the command, between the port of Setuval 
and the Tagus ; and to give the enemy the command of such a resource 
as that canal would give him for the transport of stores and provisions, for 
the attack of the works erected for the defence of Lisbon. 

It does not appear to be at all probable that the canal would be of much 
UG^for the defence of Lisbon, as the line is very long, and the right 
fls^ by no means strong ; and whether it could be occupied or not would 
depend upon the relative force of the attacking and defending troops. It 
would be useful to the array if it could maintain itself on the frontier. I 
say nothing about the expense of the undertaking, or of the expediency 
of commencing it at present, when the government are unable to defray 
the expense of their army, because such observations are useless. 

* The river which falls into the sea at Setuval, and which, at different parts, is called 
ISadi), SadSo, and Setuval. 
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To J. Binett, Rsq., Commiwary General. Freneda, 8 d March, 1812; 4 p.m. 

I omitted to mention to you this morning that it would he very desirable 
that somebody, upon whom you can depend, should go to Elvas, in order to 
keep together there the bullocks and carts which will bring up the 
ordnance and stores, and have an account *of them ready by the time I 
sliall arrive. Otherwise we shall be hard run for means of transport to 
begin our operations, and much valuable time will be lost in getting the 
account of what there will be. 

Mr. Routh will probably be able to arrange this for you. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 3 d March, 1812. 

I have recommended to Gen. Castanos to move Gen. Morillo’s and 
Penne Villemur’s troops into the Condado de Niebla during our service 
in Estremadura, and 1 think it not improbable that I shall be able to prevail 
upon him to move them immediately ; at least, I propose to try to-morrow 
at Ciudad Rodrigo, where I am going. 

1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will desire Mr. Routh to 
prepare means of feeding them at Jurumenha, Redondo, &c., towards 
Bejar, and thence to Mcrtola, where they will cross the Guadiana. They 
must not go by Villa Vit^osa, or touch upon our cantonments. The Juiz de 
Fora will supply them, upon Mr. Routh giving them previous notice of 
the arrival of the troops, of which I will apprise you. 

1 propose to leave this on the 6th, and to be at Elvas on the 11th. 

To tlie Earl of Liver|) 0 ()l. Freiieda, 4th March, 1812. 

I had intended to move the head quarters from hence on their route 
towards Elvas, on the Ist inst., but 1 have been induced to delay the 
movement, because, owing to the difficulty in procuring means of trans- 
port, the stores for the siege of Badajoz arc not yet brought up to 
Elvas, and because I have learnt that the enemy’s troops in all quarters 
are preparing to move, and that the removal of the head quarters of the 
army, when they may hear of it, will be the signal for their march. I 
propose to move, however, on the 6th. 

No movement of importance has been made since I addressed your 


G. O. Freneda. 2d March, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forcei is concerned to observe, tliat notwithstanding his 
repeated orders, references are fluently made to him of requisitions and receipts for pro- 
visions and forage, made in an irregular manner by the ufiBcers of the army ; and his time, 
as well as that of the Commissary (len., and of the officers under him, is unnecessarily taken 
up in inquiries into the justice of the claims of tlie holders of these irregular vouchers, 
solely l^ecause the officers who give them omit to ol>ey the orders of tlie army. 

2. Tlie Commander of the Forces requests the General officers, commanding divffihs, 
will give orders tliat the G. O. of the 4th May, 1809, Nos. 4, 5, and 6 , and of the 7th 
Oct. 1809, Nos. 8 , 9, 10, and 11, and of the 861 Dec. 1809, No. 5, may be again issued 
to the several regiments. 

G. O. Fieneda. 4th Maxeh. IBIS. 

1. The Commander of the Forces ben to call the attention of the gentlemen of t^e 
Medical department, and of the officers about to be removed into the hospital at Santaiem, 
to his orders regarding quarters. 

2. He declares it to he his intention to order that the whole shall inhabit tiieir tents, if 
ho should receive any reports of disagreements with the iuliabituuts, or of unreasonable 
deinoudk on the part of the officers above meutiuiied. 
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Lordship on the 26ih Feb. Our troops have continued their march, for 
which the weather has been remarkably favorable. 

1 learn from Cadiz that Gen. Ballesteros defeated, on the Feb., 

a detachment of the enemy under Gen. Maransin, near Malaga. It is 
reported that Gen. Maransin was killed. 

I have a report from Sir H. Douglas of the 24th Feb., stating that 
Espoz y Mina had taken the garrison of Huerta on the 3d Jan., and that 
the governor of Pamplona, having sent out a detachment to attack Gen. 
Mendizabal at Sangilcsa, Espoz y Mina and Longa had joined him, after 
the enterprise at Huerta, and engaged the French detachment in the 
valley of Rocaforte, on the 1 1th Jan. They defeated the enemy, and took 
from them 2 pieces of cannon, and killed 5 officers and 600 men. 

One of Don Julian Sanchez’s detachments has lately destroyed a small 
detachment, consisting of an officer and 80 men, between Alba de Tormes 
and Salamanca. The officer was carrying orders, which are very interesting, 
and show the distress of the enemy. 

I enclose two which deserve your Lordship’s attention. That in print 
will point out to you the degree of possession which the enemy have of 
the country, which they pretend they have conquered and settled. Your 
Lordship will observe that they cannot send a courier from Valladolid to 
Bayonne without an escort, consisting of at least 250 cavalry and in- 
fantry ; and that they can secure the services of the estafette, whom they 
are obliged to employ, only by placing him in the centre of the escort, 
and by a rope to the bridle of his horse. 

The authenticity of this paper will, as usual, be denied by authority, 
because it is necessary to continue to deceive the world regarding the 
real situation of affairs in the Peninsula. But I trust that your Lordship 
will believe that I never transmitted to you any paper which I did not 
know to be genuine. 

The A,G, to Major Royal, 61j< r^t, 4th March, 1812. 

It being the Commander of the Forces* intention to establish a large military 
hospital station at Santarem, and an officer properly qualified for the situation of 
Commandant for tlie same being required, 1 have his Excellency's directions to 
inform you, provided you are willing to undertake this trust, the Commander of 
the Forces will grant you the staff pay of an A.A.G. In the event of your wishing 
to avail yourself of the Commander of the Forces' offer, you will apply iniincdiately 
for leave to the officer commanding the Gist regt. and to Major Gen. Clinton, and 
you will repair without loss of time to Santarem, apprising me of the same, in order 
that instructions may be sent to you on arrival at that place. 

To Major Gen. . Freneda, 5th March, 1812, 3 p.m. 

Ppropose to set out for the Alentejo to-morrow morning, and Gen. 
Leith, with the 5th division, the greater part of which has already been 
removed from Ciudad Rodrigo, will have marched from thence on Uie 9th 
inst. The General will probably stay there himself for a day or two after 
the troops, but upon this subject he will communicate with you. I send 
this letter to him for his perusal. 

As I am about to undertake an important operation in Estremadura, 
which will require some time to complete it, I am anxious to take advan- 
tage as much as possible of the difficulties which the enemy experience 
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in obtaining intelligence to gain time. With this view, I have remained 
BO long in this part of the country after the body of the army had marched ; 
and I have detained here the 5th division ; and I am desirous that you 
should remain in this part of the country for some time longer. 

I beg you to circulate in the country the report that I am going to 
Imnt on the banks of the Huelva and Yeltes, and you might even have a 
house arranged for the hounds at Aldea de Yeltes. 

The 2d division of the ‘ Artti^e de Portugal ’ has marched from the 
province of Avila, through the Puerto del Pico to Talavera de la Reyna; 
and there are now 4 divisions of that army on the Tagus. There remain, 
however, 4 divisions on the Tormes and Douro ; viz., the 3d division at 
and in the neighbourhood of Valladolid, where Marmont’s head quarters 
are ; the 5th division at Salamanca, Alba de Tormes, Peilaranda (where 
there is a small body of cavalry), and Medina del Campo (where the 
artillery is) ; the *7th division at Ledesma, and on the road to Zamora, as 
far as Zamora; and the 8th division at Benavente, and in that neigh- 
bourhood. 

If the enemy should advance upon Ciudad Rodrigo, or should move to 
cross the Agucda below the town, you will fall back across the Agueda, 
and thence gradually, taking care not to commit yourself, upon Sabugal, 
and from Sabugal in the same manner, by Penamacor, on Gastello Branco. 

If you should find that Marmont’s head quarters move from Valladolid 
towards Talavera, or if the 3d or the 5th division should move to the 
south, or the 7th division, you will march, by easy marches, so as not to 
injure the horses, by Sabugal, Penamacor, Gastello Branco, Portalegre, to 
Elvas, apprising me of your marches. 

The Ctimmissary Gen. leaves in this part of the country an officer of 
his department, supplied with money for the wants of the Ist hussars; 
and measures will be taken to supply the men and horses on the march 
they will have to make through Lower Beira into Aleiitejo, upon which 
a Commissary will receive his instructions from the Commissary Gen. 

I beg you to desire Major Grant, of the 11th regt., who is, I believe, at 
Tamames, and Lieut. Blanckley, of the 23d regt., who is at Bejar, to 
give you constant intelligence of the enemy’s movements. Desire the 
latter to tell the Portuguese officer who is at Plasencia, likewise to cor- 
respond with you. 

I have not entered on the defence of this frontier in this letter, be- 
cause 1 wish you to consider yourself and the 1st hussars as entirely 
separated from it, and belonging to the army in the Alentejo, and left on 
this frontier only for a particular object. 1 have, however, directed that 
in case the enemy, upon hearing of my absence from this part of the 
country, should collect his troops on this side of the Douro, Gen. Bacellar 
should collect the force now in the northern provinces of Portugal ; and 
in Upper Beira, on the Lower Coa; so as to ccTmmunicate with Don 
Carlos de Espana, and protect our magazines on the Douro and Mondego ; 
both Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida being ^cure from a coup de main. 
1 conceive that the enemy can undertake nothing against these places, 
and they are not Ukely to pass the Coa in front of a respectable force, 
leaving these places behind them. 
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Gen. Bacellar and Don Carlos de Espana will both press you to remain 
in this part of the country, in the case supposed of the enemy’s movement 
upon Ciudad Rodrigo, or of his passage of the Lower Agueda. You will, 
of course, not be in a hurry, and you will give them your countenance as 
far as may be in your power. But you will tell them that you were left 
here only for a particular object ; and that you have positive instructions 
for your conduct in the event of the occurrence of the enemy’s movement 
to the Agueda. 

One of the corps of guides will set out from Sabugal with letters for 
me from Don Carlos de Espoha, ever^ morning at 8 o’clock. You should 
have a letter party in the suburbs of Ciudad Rodrigo, and one at Puebla 
de Azava, to carry your letters and those of Gen. Leith to the detach- 
ment of the guides at Sabugal ; and the hussar should be dispatched from 
Ciudad Rodrigo, so that the hussar from Puebla de Azava may reach 
Sabugal at 8 in the morning. 

The hussar from Ciudad Rodrigo should wait at Puebla de Azava, and 
the hussar from Puebla de Azava should wait at Sabugal till the letters 
shall arrive from head quarters, in case there should be any for you. 

P.S. I enclose a return of the regiments composing the 3d, 5th, 7th, 
and 8th divisions ‘ dv VAnme de Portugal^ with the names of the General 
othcers commanding each. 

To Generals Bacellar and Trant. Freneda, 5lli March, 1813. 

The Capt. Gen. Castanos will pass through Lamego and Oporto, on his 
way to Juiz in Galicia, in a short time. I request you to pay him every 
attention which is due to his high rank and situation, and to tlie im- 
portant services which he has rendered to the cause of the allied govern- 
menls. I beg you to recommend the General to the attention of the 
military governors and civil magistrates through whose districts and 
towns he may pass. 

Tu the Superintindeiit of Tiaii<!poits on tlie Douro. Freneda, 5lh March, 1812. 

The bearer, Don Pablo Caballero, is employed by the Commanding 
officer of the Spanish troops in Castille to purchase flour at Oporto, with 
the intention of removing it, by the navigation of the Douro, as far u}» the 
river as it may be in his power ; and I request you to attend to his requi- 
sitions for boats for that service, he paying the usual price for the same. 

Tu all Authorities. Sabugal, Oth March, 1812. 

The bearer of this is Mr. Croft,* who is attached to the British Mission 
at the Court of Lisbon, and is employed by His Majesty’s minister to dis- 
tribute the bounty voted by Parliament for the relief of the inhkbitants 
of Portugal. i The General or other oflScers commanding posts and 
detachments are requested to give him every assistance in their power, 
and to provide him with quarters, provisions, and forage. 

In the event of troops marching into towns in which this gentleman 

* Sir John CroB, Bart., K.C.T.S., who declined all remuneration, even of his eKpenses, fur 
his services, which were gratefully acknowledged by the British and Portuguese govern- 
ments, as also by the distressed inlialiitaiits. 

f See letter to I^ord Liver|)uul, 27tli Ort. 1810, vul. iv., p. 303. 



643 


PORTUdAL. 


mtj be residing for the purpose of executing the duty with which he is 
entrusted, he is by no means to be molested in his quarters ; but is, on the 
contrary, recommended to the attention of the General or other officers 
commanding the troops. 

To Lieut. Oen. Graham. PedrogOo, 7tli March, 1812, 2 p.u. 

I received this morning, at Sabugal, your letter of the 4th. 

We have at Abrantes 600,000 rounds of musket ammunition, and 
30,000 of rifle ; and we have 318,000 of musket, and 148,000 of rifle, at 
Elvas. The Light division, and die 5th division, bring with them their 
ammunition ; and the rifle ammunition, usually in the great reserve, is 
still witli it. 1 had, besides, ordered a complete reserve to Abrantes about 
6 weeks ago, so that 1 hope we shall not want ammunition. 

I have heard nothing new since 1 wrote to you last. I believe I in- 
formed you that the 2d division had positively moved from the province 
of Avila. 

1 am sorry to hear so bad an account of blankets. From the returns, I 
had hoped that the troops would have been supplied at Abrantes with 
every thing. 

I believe it will be desirable that the 24th regt. should move up ; but if 
it should be so, 1 shall send them orders, and let you know. 

To — . Gaatello Branco, 8th March, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 4th, and that wliich you enclosed 

from . The 2d division has certainly marched from Avila by the 

Puerto del Pico, and 1 think it not improbable that Marmont is at Avila, 

as says. You may tell that 1 shall be happy to hear from his 

brother, but that 1 can make him no promises, excepting to represent to 
tlie Prince in a favorable view his services, and that 1 can’t fix the time at 
which either will receive their pardon. 


Tu Gapt. . Castello Branco, 8th March, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the . You will recollect what I wrote 
to you when first our correspondence commenced. I held out no hopes 
of immediate pardon, but, on the contrary, told you that 1 could obtain 
pardon for you only after long and important services. You will go to 
France, or not, just as you please ; but if you do go to France, you will 
do well never to return to Portugal. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Portalegre, 10th March, 1812, 3^p.m. 

1 enclose a letter from the Sec. of State for yourself, and the copy of 
one addressed to me, directing me to invest you with the Order of the 
Bath ; the insignia of which I likewise send you. 1 go to Elvas to-morrow ; 
and if it should be convenient to you to come there on the 12th, I shall be 
happy to invest you. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will request the General and 
Staff officers of the 1st division, and the Commanding officers of the two 
regiments of Guards, and Blantyre, to be present on the occasion. I will 
take care that there shall be quarters for every body at Elvas. 
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I enclose the only news which I have received since I left Freneda. I 
don’t believe that Marmont will make an attempt on Ciudad Rodrigo; and 
if he does, I don’t think he can succeed. 

I have made arrangements to assemble the militia on the Coa, if the 
enemy should collect upon the Tormes. 

P. S. Bring the insignia of the order with you to Elvas. 

I have had a sad task to perform with poor Stewart 1 He is very mudi 
afflicted ; and it cannot be expected that he should regain any composure 
for some time. I left him at Niza, and 1 have endeavored to prevail upon 
him to go to England. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Porlolegre^ lOtli March, 1612^ 84 p.it. 

I send herewith a letter from the Sec. of State, and the insignia of the 
Order of the Bath, and the copy of a letter to me directing me to invest 
you therewith. 

I am going to Elvas to-morrow ; and as I believe the earliest occasion 
will be on every account most suitable, I would invest you there on the 
next day, the 12th, if you can make it convenient to come over. 

Pray write to the General and Staff officers of the 2d division to come 
over to Elvas to be present on the occasion, and to dine with me, and 
likewise Gens. Hamilton and Long, if they should be near you. I will 
take care that you shall all be quartered in Elvas. 

P. S. I undei'stand that you wish to know by what road I shall pass to- 
morrow. By the direct road to Assumar. Bring the insignia of the 
order with you on the 12th. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Portalegre, lOtli March, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 2d. 

I think the junta of Generals at Cadiz will do but little good. 1 can let 
you know what I wish that Ballesteros and others should do, and you can 
make known my wishes to the government, without tlie intervention of 
any Generak. 

Gen. O’Donell has proposed to me, through Alava, to send a General 
officer to Cadiz, to confer with him upon the operations of the armies ; 
and Lord Liverpool, in a letter which I received this day, has desired me 
to do tlie same thing. It appears to me that great inconvenience would 
result from this mode of doing business, and that the duties of the office 
of the Ambassador would thereby in some degree be taken out of his 
hands. 

1 am very ready to state, upon all occasions, how my plans of opera- 
tions can be aided by the Spanish troops ; but it must be obvious that 
these plans must be founded on my own views of the state of affairs. I 
cannot adopt plans to forward the operations of such a corps as tliat of 
Ballesteros, or even as that of Galicia. 

P! S. I shall be at Elvas to-morrow. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 12th March, 1812. 

I have received your letters of the 12th, 13th, and 19th Feb., for which 
I am much obliged to you. 1 had broken to Charles Stewart his misfor- 
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tune* before I received Lord Oastlereagh's letters. He is, as you may 
well believe, dreadfully shocked. ^ 

I hope* that we shall not require the grain which your Lordship has 
sent ; but I am very much obliged to your Lordship for sending it. 

The Portuguese troops at Mafra, &c., are recruits for the several regi- 
ments in the army. They are trained, and will join the army, I hope, 
soon. They have been kept away till now by the want of knapsacks and 
other equipments, which have not yet arrived from England. It will not 
answer to bring recruits to the army till they are quite equipped for 
the field. 

I have spoken to Sir W. Beresford, and shall speak to Gen. Graham, 
respecting ShrapYiell’s shells. I have seen our artillery produce great 
effect on the enemy ; and I have been induced to attribute this effect to 
the use of Shrapnell’s shells. But my opinion in favor of these shells Jias 
been much shaken lately. 

1st ; I have reason to believe that their effect is confined to wounds of 
a very trifling description ; and they kill nobody. 1 saw Gen. Simon, who 
was wounded by the balls from Shrapnell’s shells, of which he had several 
in his face and head ; but they were picked out of his face as duck shot 
would be out of the face of a person who had been hit by accident while 
out shooting, and he was not much more materially injured. 

2dly ; From the difficulty of judging of direct distances, and in knowing 
whether the shell has burst in the air in the proper place, 1 suspect that 
an original error in Uirowing the bhells is seldom corrected ; and that if 
the shell is not effectual the first shot, the continuance of the fire of these 
shells seldom becomes more effectual. I can entertain no doubt, however, 
that if the shell should be accurately thrown, and burst as it is intended, 
it must wound a great number of men, but probably none very materially. 

I am inclined to doubt the expediency of sending to Cadiz an officer for 
the purpose mentioned by your Lordship. His duties would supersede 
those of the Ambassador, through whose medium I have hitherto commu- 
nicated with the Spanish government ; and your Lordship will observe, 
from the dispatches of the Ambassador, that I have lately communicated 
with the Spanish government on the subject of operations through this 
channel. 

I am very anxious to be as much as possible free to carry on any 
operation, or not, as I may think proper. On former occasions 1 have 
explained the variations of the enemy’s force, which might at one time 
render an operation expedient, and at another very much otherwise ; and 
I should not wish to have my judgment on the line I should adopt in any 
case fettered by any supposed engagement into which an officer employed 
by me to confer with Gen. O’Donell might have entered. 

The Spaniards, and O’Donell in particular, have long pressed for a 
military convention for the execution of a particular plan of operations. 
It has always appeared to me, that as 1 was the only person in the Penin- 
sula who really commanded an array, and that I command it under re- 
strictions and instructions by your Lordship, I ought not to consent to 
lend myself to such a convention unless I should see an army formed in 
• * Tlie death of his wife, Lady Katheiiiie Stewart. 
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Spain capable, by its numbers, its equipment, and efBcieQcy, to effect 
some important object in our common operations. Now there is qo such 
army ; and the consequence of entering into such a convention would be, 
that I should bind myself, for no reason, to perform a certain operation, 
even after tny own judgment should have convinced me that, under your 
Lordship’s instructions, I ought to discontinue it : in other words, I should 
give, but receive nothing. Accordingly, your Lordship will find, in all 
my correspondence with the Ambassador, that I state to the Spanish go- 
vernment the plan which I propose to follow, and suggest that which the 
Spanish troops should follow to aid my operations; but I don’t bind 
myself to persevere to the last ; nor have 1 suggested any jplan to them to 
aid me, in which it will be necessary for them to persevere so aa to 
endanger the safety of any of their armies. 

Ybur Lordship will have seen that I sent the battalion of marines to 
England some time ago, according to the wish you before expressed upon 
that subject. 

I have written to Mr. Perceval regarding my promotion in the Peerage ; 
but I beg your Lordship will accept, and will convey my thanks to the 
Regent’s government for the favors which have been conferred upon 
me. 

P.S. I have written to Mr. Perceval regarding 'Lord Wellesley’s re- 
signation ; and I can only say that I am very sorry for it. 

To the Earl of Lirerpoox. Elvas, 12th Blarch, 1612. 

1 enclose the list of names of General officers of the British and Por- 
tuguese army, omitted in the vote of thanks of the two Houses, on the 
taking of Ciudad Rodrigo. They all belong to divisions which were 
employed in the siege. 

1 postpone publishing these votes till 1 shall hear from your Lordship 
that the error is rectified. 


To Viicount Melville, Preeideut of tin Board of Control. Elvae, 12th March, 1812. 

I received only the day before yesterday your letter of the 10th Feb.,* 
and head quarters have been marching ever since, and I shall not have 
time to peruse Gen. Maitland’s paper before the post will go out. 

As, however, it is probable that you will decide upon your measure 
before the next mail shall reach England, I will not miss this opportunity 
of stating to you my opinion : 

1st ; That the European army in the East Indies ought to be the King’s. 

2dly ; That the 3 armies ought to continue separate and distinct. ^ 

3dly ; That the Native army ought to be the Company’s if the Com- 
pany should continue to be the sovereign of the territory. It would be 
impossible to separate this army from the sovereignty ; and indeed the 

* Extract of a letter fron Vifc. Melville to the Earl of Wdlington. 

‘lam soing to do a very unreasonable tiling in requesting you, employed as you ara^ to 
read the enclosed papers, which are for your confidential mrusaL My apology must bo 
the belief that you ore not indifferent to the interest and character of our Indian armies^ 
and that you will be perftoily disposed to favor me with your opinim on the sumstiou 
contained in these papers ; the subjwt is not new to you, and it is beginning to make some 
stir in this country.' 

VOL. V. 2 N 
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gveat difficulty of transferrirtg the Native army to the Crown^ and that 
the Crovm would find in keeping it officered, as it must be, by persons 
exclusively belonging to the Native service, have always appeared to me 
the greatest in the way of the transfer of the sovereignty, or, more pro- 
perly speaking, of the exercise of the sovereignty, to the Crown. 

4thly ; It is my opinion that the Crown should name both the Governors 
and Commanders in Chief at all the settlements, and should have a very 
efficient control over the nomination of members of Council. If the 
Crown do not appoint the Governor, the Crown should not appoint the 
Commander in Chief. I have not time now to enter into a detail of all 
my reasons for entertaining this opinion. They are referable principally 
to the experience 1 acquired in witnessing, and sometimes being the me« 
diator and reconciler of disputes between the Governor and Commander 
in Chief. If the latter were appointed by tlie Crown and the former by 
the Company, the Commander in Chief would be too strong for the 
Governor. 

5thly ; It is my opinion that all authority, civil and military, must be 
vested by the law in the Governor in Council. The law must recognise 
no other authority in the state. The Company may and ought to instrue.t 
the Governor in Council, 1st ; to leave all matters of discipline solely and 
exclusively to the Commander in Chief, and to interfere in Uiem in no 
manner, excepting when the safety of the state should require it. 2dly ; 
that all recommendations to military appointments, such as the stafl’ 
officers of the army to commissions, promotions in the army of persons, 
civil or military, to fill the departments of the army, and the inferior 
commands, should be made by the Commander in Chief to the Governor 
in Council. The Governor in Council should be obliged to record his 
reasons for dissent. 3dly ; the recommendations to superior commands, 
such as divisions of the army, should be with the Qommander in Chief, 
when the holders of these commands exercise no civil authority or poli- 
tical function ; and that in the case of a nomination to a higher command 
being vested exclusively in the Governor in Council, without the recom- 
mendation of the Commander in Chief, the Governor should be directed 
to consult with the Commander in Chief in making the selection. 

It would be very desirable to leave a latitude by law to the Governor 
in Council to promote officers for meritorious services, at the recommend- 
ation of the Commander in Chief, out of the usual and regular routine, 
as well as to pass over officers guilty of misconduct This might be done 
by giving the Governor in Council the power to promote such officers, 
by brevet, in the first instance, who should succeed to the first vacancies 
in the rank to which they should have been promoted in the regiment to 
which they should belong. 

In regard to other points, I concur entirely with you. The Court of 
Directors must be prevented from meddling with or peddling in the dis- 
cipline of the army. It is a matter qf too serious consequence to be 
allowed to be jobbed at the India House. You will be the best judge 
whether this c^n be effected by the authority of the control of the Crown, 
or whether the authority of Parliament is necessary. 

P.S. I have omitted to mention that in whatever way the Commander 
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in Chief is appointed a member of Council, he should have the same 
power of voting, &c., as other members of Council on all questions. 

To Viacouiit Melville, President of the Board of Control. Elvas, 13th March, 1613. 

Since I wrote yesterday, I have read Gen. Maitland’s and the Duke of 
York’s papers on the transfer of the army in India to the Crown. The 
latter relates only to the mode of transfer, which is excellent, if the 
transfer should be determined upon. The desire to accumulate wealth, 
and to return to Europe, is natural and praiseworthy in an officer of the 
local army in India. A great majority of them can have no other object ; 
and people who have this object exclusively are very apt to forget tlieir 
duty, and the rules of subordination, when cither militate with its attainment. 

But I don’t agree with those who think that the mutiny at Vellore is 
to be attributed to the prevalent existence of this spirit among the officers 
of the army, nor do 1 Ihink that the origin of the subsequent mutiny of 
the officers ought to be attributed to it. I attribute the mutiny at Vellore 
to accidental circumstances. One of these was the arrival in the East 
Indies, just previous to its occurrence, of a new Governor and a new Com- 
mander in Chief, many officers of high rank, and of regiments, recently 
from England. The Governor and the Commander in Chief were sup- 
posed not to be on good terms, or to agree in opinion upon public affairs. 
This state of things did not tend to increase the respect for authority. 

The officer in command at Vellore was newly arrived, and knew nothing 
of the Native troops ; and the officer in charge of the police of the town 
did his duty, but badly. I believe it is known that more than one officer 
at Vellore had received notice of what was likely to happen, but they did 
not attend to the information. 

If all this be true, and if it be true that there were circumstances in the 
G. O. calculated to c^ate discontent, 1 believe it will be admitted that the 
mutiny at Vellore may be attributed to other circumstances besides the 
spirit of gain among the officers. 

I don’t know much of the subsequent mutiny of tlie officers. I believe 
that government never regained its strength after Lord Powis’ government 
was broken up. The first quarrels of the persons in authority rendered it 
contemptible, and those of Uieir successors brought it to the ground. 

Upon the back of all tliis came Gen. Macdowall’s orders and letters, and 
his conduct; and it is not astonishing that the officers mutinied. It is my 
opinion, from reading the papers, that the supposed fear of losing their 
emoluments was the pretence for the mutiny instead of the real cause. 

But, will the measure proposed by Gen. Maitland apply a remedy to the 
evil ? I answer, certainly nut. If it be right to call officers serving with 
the Native troops in India His Majesty’s local army, and to enable them as 
Colonels to serve the State in all parts of the world, will that diminish 
among them the desire of gain ? I am afraid not. The object of these 
officers, after having gone through the period of their service, must still 
be to return to their own country with some sort of independence, and this 
is what creates the desire of gain throughout the period of the service 
in that country. 

If the measure proposed by Gen. Maitland will not remove the cause 

2 N 2 
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which he supposed has occasioned ell the evils which have prevailed in the 
local armies in India, I am afraid it will increase those evils which, in mj 
opinion, have occasioned them. 

I saj that the evil has been the weakness of the government, occasioned 
by the contending pretensions of the Governor and the Commander in 
Chief, and by the undue interference of the Company’s authorities at home 
in the government and patronage abroad. What would become of the 
government if the Commander in Chief had the whole army at his back, 
and obeyed no authority in India ? Have Commanders in Chief never 
advanced extravagant pretensions on the subject of lucre, and advanced 
those pretensions in such a manner as to endanger the public authority ? 
Let the records be looked at, and see what would have been the conse- 
quence, upon more than one occasion, if the army had been entirely and 
exclusively the King’s, and the Commander in Chief had chosen to carry 
matters to extremities, as he did, having only a part of the army exclusively 
under his command ? 

If this arrangement is adopted, the Commander in Chief of the army 
must invariably be the Governor of the settlement, which might be a 
very proper arrangement ; but let it be adopted on its own ground, and 
not as the consequence of, and prop to, another arrangement, which 1 am 
convinced can never be adopted with advantage till the Crown shall take 
the exercise of the sovereignty into its own hands. 

I do think it would be a very beneficial arrangement to allow officers 
in the service of the Company to exchange into the service of the King, 
and for the Company’s service, as well as for the public, that His Majesty 
might be enabled to avail himself of the service, in Europe, of officers 
who had served the East India Company in India. But this arrangement 
might easily be effected without expense, and without adopting the whole 
extent of the plan of Gen. Maitland. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvoe, 13th March, 1813L 

I have received your Lordship’s dispatch of the 12th ult. (No. 15), re- 
garding Major Gen. Cooke’s arrangements for keeping the Spanish shot 
foundries in activity ; and I beg to refer you to the copy of my letter to 
Major Gen. Cooke of the 7th Jan. on this subject, which I forwarded to 
your Lordship on the 8th of that month. 

There appears to have been some hesitation on the part of Lieut. Col. 

of the artillery to furnish the estimates required by my letter, which 

has induced me to repeat my directions on this head to Major Gen. Cooke; 
and I trust that his answer will enable me to form an opinion upon the 
extent of the assistance to be given to the Spanish government in ammu- 
nition, &c. 

Tu the Earl ef Liverpool. Elvas, 13th March, 1812. 

I moved the head quarters from Frqpeda on the 6th, and arrived here 
on the 1 1th inst. 

I found every thing so far prepared for the siege of Badajoz, that I pro- 

5 »ose to invest the place on the i6th inst., notwithstanding that all the stores 
or the siege are not yet arrived. 
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Owing to tbe difScaltiet in procuring means of transport, I have be^ 
obliged to detach many regiments, both of the British and Portuguese 
army, to the rear to receive their clothing and equipments ; but 1 hope 
that 1 shall be able to collect the whole before the enemy will be in a situ<- 
ation to interrupt my operations. 

Marshal Marmont arrived at Salamanca on the 6th ; but the enemy had 
no intelligence, on which they could rely, of the movement of our army, 
and it was generally known that I was still in that part of the country. I 
have intelligence from Ciudad Rodrigo of as late a date as the 10th, at 
which time the enemy had made no movement.* 

The 5th division of infantry, under Lieut. Gen. Leith, marched in this 
direction from thence on the 9th and 10th ; but 1 have ordered the 1st 

hussars, under Major Gen. — , to remain in their posts on the 

Yeltes and Huelva till the General shall be certain, from the enemy’s 
movements, that they are aware that the allied army have moved. 

There are none of the enemy’s troops in the field in Estremadura, ex- 
cepting that part of the 5th corps not in the garrison of Badajoz, the head 
quarters of which are at Villa Franca; and a detachment, consisting of 
about a division, under Gen. Darricau, whose head quarters are at La 
Serena. 1 conclude that these troops will retire when our troops shall 
advance. 

The enemy have improved the works of Badajoz very considerably since 
the place has been in their possession, and they have in the place a very 
sufficient garrison ; but 1 hope that 1 shall be able to obtain possession of it. 

The enemy have made no movement, and I have heard of no operation 
of importance since 1 addressed your Lordship last. According to the last 
accounts, Marshal Soult was in the lines before Cadiz. 

To Major Gen. Cook. EIvm, 14th March, 1813. 

1 have received orders from the Sec. of State to con*, oy to you directions 
to relieve the troops at present stationed at Tarifa, by a detachment from 
those under your command at Cadiz ; but as I am not aware of the strength 
of the present garrison at Tarifa, or of the numbers required for it, I beg 
you to send there a sufficient force, in their due proportions of British and 
foreign troops, under the command of an officer on whom you can depend. 

In regard to the defence of Tarifa, 1 still entertain the opinions which 
1 communicated to you in my letters of the 1st and 25th Feb. ; and in the 
event of your being of the same opinion, 1 request that you will take mea- 
sures to secure possession of the island, and that tlie town may be consi- 
dered merely as an outpost from it, to be evacuated when the state of the 
enemy’s preparations for attack may render the measure necessary. 

I beg that a plan and description of the works prepared by the Governor 
of Gibraltar in the town and island of Tarifa may he transmitted to me as 
soon as it may be possible, and that you will arrange with Lieut. Gen. 
Campbell the relief of the troops which at present garrison the place. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Elvai, 14th March, 1812. 

1 have much pleasure in transmitting to you, to be communicated to 
Col. Skerrett, the duplicate of a dispatch which 1 have received from the 
* See Appendix, No. XX. 
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Earl of Liverpool, conveying the approbation of H.R.H. the Prince Re- 
gent of the distinguished conduct of that officer, and the brave troops 
under his command, in the successful defence of Tarifa. 

I request that you will acquaint Col. Skerrett that I did not fail to re- 
port, in due course, the events which took place at Tarifa; but, by some 
accident, my dispatch on this subject had not* reached the Earl of Liver- 
pool when his Lordship wrote to me the enclosed letter. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Welleiley. Elrai, 14th March, 1812. 

I have nothing to add to my public dispatch, which 1 enclose. We in- 
vest the place on the day after to-morrow. 

Marmont’s troops are all ready for a start; but I hope to be strong 
enough for a stiff affair with him and Soult, and to take the place too. 1 
shall not give the thing up without good cause. 

To Col. Auitio. Elras, 15th March, 1812. 

I have the honor to inform you that the Conde de Pcnne Villemur is on 
his march through the Alentejo with about 4000 cavalry and infantry, by 
the enclosed route, in order to enter the Condado de Niebla. He will be 
at Redondo on the day after to-morrow. 

The Commissary Gen. will supply him on his march. 

The object of sending the Conde into the Condado is to draw off the 
attention of the enemy from the operations in this quarter which are car- 
rying on under my command. 

In case the Conde dc Penne Villemur should be obliged to fall back 
upon the province of Algarve, it is desirable that you should be provided 
with means of transporting his troops across the Guadiana ; and that you 
should have collected a magazine, with 24,000 rations of provisions, to 
supply him during the time which, in that case, he may be obliged to re- 
main within the Portuguese frontier. 

It would also be very desirable that you should have one or two light 
boats fitted upon carts, in order to accompany the Conde de Penne Ville- 
mur to the Guadalquivir, in case he should think it proper to direct his 
operations towards and eventually across that river. 

The Dui.G, to Dr. Jnepector of hoapitaU, 15th March, 1612. 

In the absence of the Adj. Gen. I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 14th inst., and 1 am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint 
you that orders have been given to the Commissary Gen. relative to the providing 
of transport for the conveyance of stores, &c. to the new hospital stations. I am 
further to observe that his Excellency has had a personal communication this 
morning with the Commissary Gen. upon this head of service, and that he is much 
concerned the country does not afford transport sufficient for the immediate supply 
of all the demands upon it. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Elvas, 16th March, 1812, noon. 

1 enclose some letters just received from the north, a report from Lieut. 
Hillier, and one from Toledo, &c. ^ 


G. O. Elm. 15th Muifli, ISIS. 

The Commander of the Forces requests that Commanding officers will send in, with the 
least possible delay, to the A. G.'s office, the names of any officers disposed to act as 
engineers at the intended siege of Badujoz. 




SPAIN. 


A51 


I have desired Sir R. Hill to communicate with you to-morrow by 
Almendralejo, if he can ; and to move upon Villa Franca next day, if 
Bonet should remain there. If he should not, to occupy Almendndejo 
while you shall be employed in pushing Bonet into the mountains. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Elvas, 16th March, 1812^ noon. 

Gen. Graham marched this morning, and we invest the place on the 
left of the river this day. I have not been able to go out, which is the 
reason for delaying it on the right of the river. 

Gen. Graham will be at S** Marta to-morrow ; and it is very desirable 
that you should communicate with him by Almendralejo, on your arrival 
at Merida. 

If Drouet should have continued at Villa Franca, it is likewise very 
desirable that you should move on that place early on the 18th, so as to 
co-operate with Sir T. Graham in the attack of the enemy. 

Sir T. Graham will push the enemy quite back to Llcrena if he should 
not already have withdrawn entirely ; and while he is so employed, you 
might as well liave a part of your troops at Almendralejo, unless indeed 
Sir T. Graham should require your assistance. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir R. Elvas, 18th March, 1813, 5 p.x. 

I have just received a letter from Sir T. Graham, from S'* Marta, 
written last night, in which he tells me that he intended to move upon 
Feria this day, instead of upon Villa Franca, towards Llerena to-morrow, 
and on the 20th on Llerena. 

1 think it probable that Drouet, finding that you were yesterday 
at Merida, and Sir T. Graham at S'* Marta, will have moved at once 
upon Llerena. However, till Sir T. Graham shall return from his ex- 
pedition on Llerena, it is desirable that you should keep your corps at 
Villa Franca, and endeavor to communicate with him If you should find 
that he does not carry into execution his plan to the extent of going to 
Llerena, you will obey the instructions in my letter of the 16th. If, as 1 
hope, he will have taken up the line which 1 pointed out to him upon 
Drouet’s retreat, 1 shall then point out a position for you north of the 
Guadiana. 

We broke ground last night, and got on well, notwithstanding the rain. 

To Gen. Don Carlos de Espana. Camp before Badajoz, 20tli March, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letters of tlie 15th, 
16th, and 17 th inst. 

The report which you make of Ciudad Rodrigo distresses me much. 
I had hoped that when, by the labor of the British and Portuguese troops, 
and at the expense of the British government, I had, in concert with Gen. 
Castanos, improved and repaired the works of Ciudad Rodrigo, so that at 
all events the place was secure from a coup de main^ and had left money 
in order to complete the execution of what our troops had not time to 
complete, I should not have been told by your Excellency, that for want 
of the assistance of 15 or 20 British soldiers, who arc artificers, and 
whose services are required for other objects essential to the cause of 
Spain, the whole business is at a stand. Is it possible that your Excellency 
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can be in earnest? Is it possible that Cistille cannot furnish 15 or 90 
stone cutters, masons, and carpenters, for the repair of this important pcMt ? 
How have all the great works been performed which we see in the 
country ? But your Excellency’s letter suggests this melancholy reflec- 
tion, that every thing, as well of a military as of a laborious nature, must 
be performed by British soldiers, and it becomes my duty to bring this 
fact distinctly under the view of the allied governments. 

I am decidedly of opinion that the enemy nannot attack Ciudad Rodrigo 
for the want of heavy artillery, and that they cannot get up the artilleiy 
which they require till the month of May at soonest In that period, if 1 
can keep my army collected, I can do much for the cause ; and, to enable 
me to keep my army collected, I require only that the works planned and 
agreed upon ^ould be continued, for which I have left the money ; and 
that the provisions for which I had given the order upon S. Joao da Pes- 
queira on the 16th Feb. should be thrown into the place. If those pro- 
visions are not thrown into the place, it is obvious that, by placing one 
division between the Coa and Agueda, the enemy will, according to my 
calculation, in 30 days, and, according to that of your Excellency, in 23 
days, have possession of the place. 

I acknowledge, however, that I am a little surprised that there should 
be provisions in the place to last only for 23 days, even including some 
that your Excellency placed there. 

1 have always reckoned the garrison at 3000 men. Between the 26tb 
Jan. and 17th Feb. there were delivered over to the Spanish Commissary, 
by Mr. M‘Nair and Mr. St. Remy, 50,000 lbs. of biscuit, and 37,500 lbs. 
of salt meat. There were issued from Almeida, on the 28th Feb., 6000 
lbs. of salt fish, and, on the 10th March, from the same place, 10,000 
lbs. of biscuit, and 3399 lbs. of rice ; and there were originally in the 
store at Ciudad Rodrigo 19,800 lbs. of flour, and 1000 lbs. of biscuit. 
Reckoning the flour the same as biscuit, there would thus be in the 
garrison 80,000 lbs. of biscuit, and 3399 of rice. Reckoning one lb. of 
rice equal to 2 lbs. of biscuit, the garrison would have 87,400 lbs. of that 
article, or for 29 days, and for 43,500 lbs. of salt meat or salt fish, and 
plenty of spirits, &c. 

Mr. St. Remy was likewise directed to deliver over 5000 lbs. of flour 
on the 10th March, of which I have not the report. 

In addition to this quantity, 1 gave your Excellency, on the 16th Feb., 
an order upon the magazine of S. Joao da Pesqueira, only 16 leagues 
from Ciudad Rodrigo, for 156,000 lbs. of biscuit, and 25,000 lbs. of rice ; 
and yet, in one month from that date, that is to say, on the 15th March, 
your Excellency writes me that the place has provisions only for 23 days! ! 

In writing this letter to your Excellency, I don’t mean to make any 
reproach. I wish only to place upon record the facts as they have 
occurred, and to show to your country and to my country, and the world, 
that if this important place should fall, ot if I should be obliged to 
abandon plans important to Spain in order to go to its relief, the fault is 
not mine. 

To.1he Earl of Liverpool. CSomp before Badeyos, 30th Marob, 1813. 

According to the intention which 1 announce4 to your Lordship in 
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my dispatch of the 13^ inst, I broke up the cantonments of the army on 
the 15th and 16th inst., and invested Badajoz, on the left of the river 
Guadiana, on the 16th inst., with the 3d, 4th, and Light divisions of in- 
fantry, and with a brigade of Lieut. Gen. Hamilton's division on the 
right. These troops are under the command of Marshal Sir W. Beresford 
and Lieut Gen. Picton. We broke ground on the following day, and 
have established a parallel within 200 yards of the outwork called La 
PicuHna, which embraces the whole of the south-east angle of the fort 
The work has continued ever since with great celerity, notwithstanding 
the very bad weather which we have had since the 17th. 

The enemy made a sortie yesterday from the gate called La Trinidad, 
on the right of our attack, with about 2000 men. They were almost im- 
mediately driven in, without effecting any object, with considerable loss, 
by Major Gen. Bowes, who commanded the guard in the trenches. We 
lost, upon this occasion, a very promising officer, Capt. Cuthbert, aide de 
camp to Lieut. Gen. Picton, killed ; and Lieut. Col. Fletcher was slightly 
wounded, but I hope that he will soon be able to resume his duties. 1 have 
not got the returns, but I believe that our loss since the commencement of 
these operations amounts to 120 men killed and wounded. 

On the same day that Badajoz was invested, Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham 
crossed the Guadiana with the Ist, 6th, and 7 th divisions of infantry, and 
Gen. Slade’s and Gen. Le Marchant’s brigades of cavalry, and directed 
his march upon Valverde and S^ Marta, and thence towards Llerena; 
while Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, with the 2d and Lieut. Gen. Hamil- 
ton’s divisions, and Major Gen. Long’s cavalry, marched from his can- 
tonments near Alburquerque upon Merida, and thence upon Almendralejo. 
These movements induced Gen. Drouet to retire from Villa Franca upon 
Hornachos, in order, 1 conclude, to be in communication with Gen. Dar- 
ricau’s division, which was about La Serena. 

I have heard from Sir T. Graham and from SL R. Hill to the 19th 
inst. The former was at Los Santos and Zafra, with Gen. Slade’s cavalry 
at Villa Franca, and the latter at Almendralejo. Lieut. Gen. Hill took 
3 officers and a few hussars prisoners in Merida. 

I have reports from the neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo of the 17th 
inst., and from Salamanca of the 16th inst. The enemy had sent a small 
detachment to Bejar, principally with a view to plunder ; but there was 
no appearance of any immediate movement 

The 6th division had moved from Talavera through the Puerto del Pico 
on the 8th and 9th inst., and the 4th division from Toledo on the same 
days, through the Guadarrama, and the Ist division only remained on the 
Tagus, near Talavera. The march of these divisions was directed, as I 
understand, upon Valladolid ; and I conclude either that the reports are 
founded which have been in circulation, that the Guards had been with- 
drawn from Spain, or that the enemy intend to endeavor to divert my 
attention from the attack of Badajoz, by making some movement upon 
Galicia, or upon the north of Portugal. The rain, however, which has an- 
noyed us here, it may be expected, will have filled the rivers in the north ; 
and I made arrangements, before I left Castille, to provide for any plans of 
that kind which the enemy might adopt. Having lost their train, they 
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cannot attack Ciudad Rodrigo or Almeida, at least till they shall have 
replaced it. 

I have not heard of any movements in the south. Marshal Soult was 
at the lines opposite Cadiz according to the last accounts. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp before Badajoz, 20th March, 1812. 

1 received this morning your letter of the 5th March, marked * secret 
and confidential,’ enclosing your correspondence with Lord W. Bentinck. 
I shall write to his Lordship, and to Sir £. Pellew, as soon as 1 can get 
a little leisure ; in the mean time, 1 think it proper to apprise your Lord- 
ship that the attack of Tarragona or of Barcelona appears to me, of all 
the objects on the Eastern coast, to be the most desirable. 1 think it 
probable, however, that neither (most probably not the latter) will suc- 
ceed. A siege requires time, and the French will move heaven and earth 
to save these places ; and they can bring troops from France as well as 
from Aragon and V alencia, in addition to what they have in Catalonia. 
Besides, 10,000 men arc not quite sufficient to attack Barcelona, where 
there must be 5000 in garrison. Lord William may expect some assist- 
ance from Gen. Lacy, but die foundation of his strength must be his 
British troops. 

I don’t know how I can give him any assistance from Cadiz. ITour 
Lordship will recollect that from Cadiz we now occupy Carthagena and 
Tarifa, and that there are included in the division at Cadiz and those 
places 1400 Portuguese troops, and about 2000 foreigners in the regiment 
‘ dc Watte ville’ and the battalion of foreign detachments. In fact there 
is no British regiment now at Cadiz to be detached, excepting the 1st 
regt. of foot guards, which 1 have not allowed to be sent into Carthagena 
or Tarifa. 

I would besides beg leave to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
result of the operation 1 have now in hand. If it should succeed and 
matters turn out as 1 wish, we may relieve the Andalusias. But if 1 
sliould succeed in that object, 1 shall bring the whole of the enemy’s force 
upon me ; and I can’t expect that, for some time at least, I shall receive 
any assistance from the Spaniards, or that they can make any material 
diversion in my favor. Will it not therefore be necessary to draw to this 
army the division at Cadiz ? 

If I should not relieve the Andalusias, T beg to have your positive 
orders respecting the degree to which I shall reduce the garrison of 
Cadiz, and what regiments I shall send to Lord W. Bentinck. I beg 
once more to repeat that it is entirely a matter of indifference to me, and 
always has been so, as far as I am personally concerned, whether the body 
of troops under my command be large or small. 1 shall perform service 
in proportion to the means placed at my disposal, in comparison with 
those of the enemy, and adverting to your Lordship’s instructions. 

We are getting on here, notwithstanding that the weather is excessively 
bad. The constitutions of the troops hate been so much shaken with 
Walcheren, &c. &c., that I am always apprehensive of the consequences 
of exposing them^to the weather. However, I have them in tents now, 
and 1, hope that the rain will not last. 
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Au G£n6ral Dumouriec. Au Camp devant Badajus, ce 20 Man, 1812. 

J’ai eu rhonneur de reccvoir votre lettre du 20 Fdv. Ayant arrangd 
mes affaires sur les frontieres de la Castille, et repare Ciudad Rodrigo, et 
remis Almeida en dtat de defense, j’ai pu rassembler mon armtSe de ce 
cutd-ci, et je fais le sidge de Badajoz. Nous avan^ons bien, malgrd le 
mauvais terns. II semble que Fennemi a Fintention de tenter quelque 
diversion au nord, au lieu de rassembler leur armde pour m’attaquer. Si 
cela est, j’esp&re que nous rdussirons. 

Je vois que Flsla de Leon est une position plus forte qu’elle ne vous a 
dtd reprdsentde. Je ne Fai pas vu depuis qu’elle a dtd fortifide, mais elle 
m’a paru avoir toutcs les susceptibilitds d’etre rendue une des plus fortes 
positions du monde. On a fait une faute en perdant le Trocadero, mais 
on Fa remplacd en quelque mani^re en fortidant Fisthme vis-&*vis de la 
pdninsule du Trocadero. 

Je suis fAcbd de vous envoyer une lettre que j’ai reque par la demi^re 
poste sur M. de Guillermy. Son rdgiment n’dtait plus ici : je ne pouvais 
pas Femployer avec Farmde Portugaise, sans la permission du Commandant 
en Chef, que j’ai demandde, et vous voyez la rdponse. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Camp before Badajoz, 21st Blarch, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 18th, enclosing a 
complaint from Dom M. Forjaz, that the British troops consumed all the 
green forage at Estremoz and Monte Mdr o Novo, which was the cause of 
the inefficiency of the post horses on the great road from Lisbon to Elvas. 

1 cannot but observe in this complaint the desire which has been 
manifest fur some time past to complain of the British troops, at the 
same time Uiat the government are ready enough to avail themselves of 
their assistance to defend the country. I repeat what 1 have often said 
before, that no country can enjoy the advantage of a large army to defend 
it, without suffering some inconvenience. 

If I am not mistaken, the complaint of the badness of the post horses 
on the great road originated with yourself; and you passed up to Elvas 
either before there were any British troops at Estremoz, or, at all events, 
at most a day after they had arrived there. It is therefore not true tliat 
the badness of the post horses on the road is to be attributed to die con- 
sumption of all the green forage by die British troops. It is not true 
that there have been any British troops at Monte Mdr o Novo. 

Memorandum for Lieut. Piper, R.E. 22d March, 1812. 

1. The pontoon bridge to be taken up and brought to this side of the 
river. A report to be made as soon as possible of the damage received. 

««««»« 

2. The stage on the right of the river for the flying bridge to be re- 
placed as soon as possible. Tliat part of the stage on the left of the 
river, which is not necessary, to be taken up. 

3. At all events, the planks on both stages to be taken up during the 
night. 

4. Lieut. Piper to report whether it will be necessary to place pontoons 
on each side of the river to communicate widi the flying bridge. 
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To Lieut. Geu. Lord W. Bentlnck. Ckimp before Bedajoe, 34di Ifsreb, 1812. 

The Sec. of State has sent me a copy of yonr dispatch to him, marked 
* secret and confidential/ of the 25lli Jan., and a copy of his dispatch to 
you, marked secret^ of the 4th March, and has written me a letter on the 
5th March, of which I enclose a copy to your Lordship. 

The most essential object on which the troops under your command 
could be employed on the eastern coast of Spain would be the siege of 
Barcelona, or, if that could not be undertaken, the siege of Tarragona, in 
order to give Gen. Lacy a point of communication with the fleet. 1 am 
not very well acquainted with the state of affairs on the eastern coast. 1 
believe, however, that Barcelona is a place of the first order, but very in- 
sufficiently garrisoned, by only 5000 men. This force, indeed, is con- 
sidered only sufficient to keep the population of the city in order. In 
forming a plan for attacking a strong place, it will not answer to reckon 
upon the exertions of the population within against the garrison, at the 
same time that the inclination of such a population as there is at Barce- 
lona must not be thrown aside entirely. 

Upon the whole, however, I should doubt the sufficiency of your Lord- 
ship’s force, even with the assistance which Gen. Lacy and Adm. Sir £. 
Pellew could give, to undertake such an operation as the siege of Barce- 
lona. It may be depended upon that the enemy will make every effort 
to relieve the place ; and 1 doubt the possibility of your being able to 
effect your object with such a force as you will have against so formidable 
a place, even weakly garrisoned, before the enemy will have time to come 
to its relief. 

You are certainly much more equal to the attack of Tarragona, which 
is garrisoned, I believe, by 2000 men ; and it is not, I understand, a place 
of great strength. 

In considering and deciding on this subject, I request you to observe, 
that if you should attempt and fail at Barcelona, you will not be able 
afterwards to attack Tarragona. On the other hand, if you should suc- 
ceed at Tarragona, your success will end there, as you may depend upon 
it that the enemy will immediately collect a superior force in Catalonia. 

I don’t recommend any operation to you in Valencia, as your success 
in Catalonia, and possibly even your landing upon the coast of that prin- 
cipality, will occasion the evacuation of Valencia. There would be no dif- 
ficulty in seizing the city of Valencia at any time, even if you should fail 
at Barcelona or Tarragona. 1 don’t believe that any of the fortified posts 
on the coast of Valencia are of a nature to make a vigorous or protracted 
resistance against an attack by 10,000 men, well equipped with cannon. 

The great object in all sieges is to gain time. The preparation and 
collection of materials for a siege necessarily take many days, which 
might be employed in carrying on the operations, if those materials lyere 
collected and prepared beforehand. 

Whatever may be the point which you may determine to attack, it is 
obvious that you must reach it by sea, and there can be no inconvenience 
in transporting with you all the materials which you may require. 1 
would therefore recommend to your Lordship to send an officer of 
Engineers, at an early period in the summer, to Minorca or Majorca, in 
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order to pMpare large quantities of fascines and gabions, sand bags, plat- 
forms, &c., which you should bring with you. Intrenching tools you 
will of course bring from Sicily or Malta; and I conclude that you will 
depend upon the fleet for ordnance and stores. 

In all the sieges which I have carried on in this country, I have used 
only the fire of guns, principally from entertaining an opinion that the 
fire of mortars and howitzers has an effect upon the inhabitants of a town 
alone, and that a French garrison, in a Spanish or Portuguese tovm, 
would be but little likely to attend to the wishes or feelings of its inha- 
bitants. By this measure I have diminished considerably the expense 
and difficulty of these operations : and, at all events, whether successful 
or not, I have done no injury to the Spanish or Portuguese inhabitants. 
If your Lordship should be inclined to try the effect of a bombardment, 
I imagine that it will be necessary that you should bring the ordnance 
and stores for it from Sicily or Malta. 

In regard to my own operations, I invested this place on the 16th inst., 
and I expect to be able to open our fire against it to-morrow. I hope 
that I shall succeed in taking it, notwithstanding the badness of the 
weather, as I think the enemy cannot collect in time a force sufficient to 
oblige me to raise the siege. If I should succeed, much will depend 
upon the plan adopted by the enemy. Marmont appears inclined to 
carry on operations to the northward, and I may be obliged to remove the 
army again to that quarter. My wish is to oblige Soult to evacuate An- 
dalusia, which I should effect if I could be sure of the Spaniards holding 
their ground in Galicia. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Gamp before Badajoc, 24th March, 1812, 11 a.m. 

The river yesterday did us so much mischief, that we cannot commence 
our fire till to-morrow morning. 

Gen. D’Urban arrived here in the night with your better, and it appears 
to me to be very uncertain where Drouet is. It is obvious from the in- 
tercepted letters which you transmitted, that he wishes to protect the 
communication with Cordova ; and I think it probable that if he has 
collected a force upon Don Benito, it is with a view to protect the junc- 
tion of Foy by the bridge of Medellin. I believe that Foy intended to 
pass the Guadiana by the Barca at Castil-blanco, but the swelling of the 
river, which has been so troublesome to us, will probably oblige him to 
come by Medellin ; still, we cannot prevent, although we may delay the 
junction, which is a very great object for several reasons. 

We are not within 20,000 men so strong on the left of the Guadiana 
as we ought to be; the troops are arrived and arriving every day, but 
unfortunately our bridge was carried away the day before yesterday. I 
had directed that the planks and bearers might be taken off every night, 
and we have saved every thing, and in two days it will be as good as 
ever ; but if the river should continue in its present state, and the bad 
weather should continue, we cannot be certain of passing by our standing 
bridge, and I have therefore ordered the troops to commence their march 
by Merida. This will take some days, and it would be desirable to gain 
a lew days for this object only, as well as for others. If the Guadiana 
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should fell, and I can put down the bridge, the troops will lose nothing 
by marching up the right of the river. On this ground, therefore, 1 
think it desirable that an effort should be made to remove Drouet, Dar- 
ricau, &c., from Zalamea, Don Benito, &c. 1 don’t think there is any 

thing to be apprehended from the high road to Seville, as it is obvious 
that every thing coming from the south will pass by one of the roads 
from Cordova. 

Upon talking over roads and distances with Gen. D’Urban, it appears 
to me that the cavalry, and your right divisions, should arrive at Zalamea 
and Quintana on the day that your left division, from Almendralejo, 
should arrive at Oliva, and Gen. Hill at Medellin ; Sir R. Hill should 
send a regiment of cavalry to Gen. Clinton, to look out in his front, and 
enable him to communicate with his right and left. We shall thus force 
the enemy back from the best communication across the Guadiana, and 
from the communication with Soult, and we shall gain some time at all 
events. It must be observed, however, that we cannot long maintain the 
position which we shall thus have assumed, as Soult will be on the right 
flank certainly, and, if he chooses, on the rear of your troops. 

I shall either send Gen. Hill a copy of this letter, or write to him to 
the same purport ; and if you should not hear of any movement of Soult’s, 
which would render it inexpedient to undertake this operation, I request 
you to let Gen, Hill know when you move, in order that he may regulate 
his movements accordingly. I am not certain whether Sir R. Hill could 
move upon Medellin by the left of the Guadiana ; if he could it would 
give more security to ^e whole operation, but 1 should doubt his being 
able to make the march at this season. 

I have letters from of the 2l8t, and from Salamanca of the 20th, 

but there is nothing new ; they talk of Marmont going to Avila on the 22d. 

P.S. I have received a letter of the 2l8t from Lieut. Blanckley, from 
Truxillo, who states that Foy is at Castil-blanco, and that the enemy had 
left Don Benito. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Camp before Badajos, 24tb March, 1812, 5 f.m. 

1 enclose the copy of a letter which I wrote this morning to Gen. Sir 
T. Graham, on a plan for obliging the enemy to retire upon Zalamea, 
Don Benito, &c. I shall be much obliged to you if you will be ready to 
march in execution of this plan when you shall hear from Sir T. Graham. 

1 should prefer your going to Medellin by the south of the Guadiana, 
if you can. If you cannot, you must go by the north of that river. As 
well as I recollect, we marched the distance in one march ; but I believe 
it is 6 leagues. 

To Don Carlos de Espafia. Camp before Badajo^ 24th March, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letters to the 
2l8t inst. 

It appears to me to be quite impossible^ for the enemy to make any im- 
pression upon Ciudad Rodrigo without the assistance of a battering train, 
if there should be 3000 men in the place determined to defend them- 
selves. As the pressing inconvenience and danger now is the want of 
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provisions, I would recommend to you to withdraw 1000 of the 4000 men 
you state, in your letter of the 20th, to be in the place, leaving 3000 men, 
upon which I always calculated. If you have h^ as bad weather as we 
have had, 1 conceive the blockade to be now out of the question. 

I beg to refer you to what I had the honor of telling you in repeated 
conversations, and particularly in my letter of the 5th inst., regarding the 
navigation of the Douro above S. Joao da Pesqueira. I beg leave to 
recall to your Excellency’s recollection, that 1 requested that the 24 pound 
British shot in Ciudad Rodrigo might be sent to Almeida, by the empty 
carriages going toS. Joao da Pesqueira for provisions, so that the removfU 
of this shot ought not to have caused any delay in throwing provisions 
into the place. 

To the Rt Hon. H. Welleeley. Camp before Badajoi, 24th March, IB12. 

1 enclose my last dispatch to the Sec. of State, to which 1 have but 
little to add, excepting that the rain has been almost constant, and has 
done us a good deal of mischief. We shall, however, open our fire to- 
morrow. 

To the Rt Hon. H. Wellesley. Camp before Radajoz, 24th Marcli, IS 1 2. 

I have the honor to enclose the copies of a correspondence between 
Don Carlos de Espaha and myself, regarding the want of provisions in 
Ciudad Rodrigo,* which I beg you will bring under the notice of the 
Spanish government. 

I imagine that the difference between Don Carlos’ account of provi- 
sions delivered to the garrison by the British Commissariat, and mine, is 
occasioned principally by the difference between the Spanish and English 
pound. 1 observe, however, that some provisions have been delivered to 
the garrison (those from Guinaldo for instance), of which I was not aware. 

Memorandum for the Chief Engineer, tlie Commanding officer of artillery, and Q.M.G. 

2bth March, 1812. 

1. Lieut. Piper to be desired to supply 6 pontoons as row boats near 
tlie flying bridge, to carry over principally powder and shot. 

2. Care must be taken that they are not overloaded ; not more than forty 
24 pound shot to be put in each, or an equal quantity or weight of powder. 

3. Plank must be placed in the bottom, and the lower part of the sides 
should have a plank in order to prevent the shot from rolling against them 
and making holes. 

* See letter dated Freiieda, 12th Feb. 1812. 


G. O. CRDip before Badqjox, 2Mh Marcn, IBIS. 

Fifty men having been sent to the hospital at Abraxites, under charge of seij. major — , 
of the — regt., without either ticket of admission or returns of necessaries ; and these 
men having been received from Assist. Surgeon — — , of the — regt., a particular report ef 
the cause of this breach of the G. O. of 17tb Dec. 1809 (No. 3), is desired by the Commander 
of the Forces. 


G. O. Camp before Badeios, SSth Miiroh, ISIS. 

1. The following officers have been permitted by tlie Commander of the Forces to act 
as enipneen at the siege of Badajoz, and are to report themselves accordingly to the Ccm- 
manding officer of engineers in camp. 
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4. The pontoons must not be used as passage boats. 

5. Lieut. Piper to be requested to mention in his report whether he has 
bullocks in sufficient numbers, and in goo^ order, to move the bridge. ^ 

To Mijor Gen. — ■ ■ ■'. ^ Camp befbie Badajoz, 2(Uh March, 1813. 

I have received your letter of the 22d, and have one of the. 23d from 
Don Carlos de Espana, from which I learn that every thing was still quiet 
on the Tormes, &c. 

In regard to your supplies of com, &c., I refer your letter to the Com- 
missary Gen. He left money for the supply of your regiment, and there 
is still some com in the magazine at S. Joao da Pesqueira, and your march 
is, I understand, provided for. 

You have acted your part very well, and I should think that by thb 
time the enemy must know what is going on here. Don Carlos however 
tells me that he expects a convoy with provisions to arrive in Ciudad 
Rodrigo on the 30th ; and it is desirable that, if possible, you should not 
quit your station. 

We took the outwork called La Picurina last night, by storm, and we 
are established within 300 yards of the body of the place. 

Jhte A,Q, to Major Gm. Peacodkt, lAAon, 26th March, 1613. 

Col. Darroch having reported that the foreign recruits have embarked and sailed 
without their accounts being settled, I am directed by the Commander of the Forces 
to acquaint you that this should not have been permitted, as it will entail a long 
correspondence from England. 

To Major Gen. — . Camp before Bodajos^ 27tli March, 1813. 

I have received your letter of 3 p.m., 24th inst. 

If the enemy move to reconnaitre Ciudad Rodrigo, you may depend 
upon it that they know that 1 am gone, and what we are doing ; and there 
is no reason why you should stay any longer, and you might carry into 
execution my instructions of the 5th inst. 

1 wish you, however, to advert to what I wrote to you yesterday ; and 
it is very desirable that you should endeavor to have the provisions now 
on the road, and expected at Ciudad Rodrigo on the 30th inst., introduced 
into the place before you quit that part of the country. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp before Badajoz, 27th March, 1813. 

The operations of the siege of Badajoz have continued since I addressed 
you on the 20th inst., notwithstanding the badness of the weather, till the 
25tb inst. On that day we opened our fire from 28 pieces of ordnance, 
in 6 batteries in the first parallel, 2 of which were intended to fire upon 
the outwork called La Picurina, and the other 4 to enfilade or destroy the 
defences of the fort on the side attacked. I directed Major Gen. Kempt, 
who commanded in the trenches on that afternoon, to attack La Picurina 
by storm, after it was dark that night, which service he effected in the 
most judicious and gallant manner. 

The attack was made by 500 men of the 3d division, formed into 3 
detachments, the right under the command of Major Shaw, of the 74th, 
* the centre under Capt the Hon. H. Powys, of the 83d, and the left under 
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Major of the 17th. The communieation between the outwork and 
the body of the place was entered on its right andrleft hj the right'and 
left detachnentiy each consisting of 200 men ; half of each which detach- 
ments protected the attack from sallies from the fort; while the others 
attacked the work in its gorge. It was first entered, however, by the 
centre detachment of 100 men, under the command of Gapt Ihe Hon. 
H. Powys, of the 83d regt., who escaladed the work at the salient angle, 
at a point at which the palisades had been injured by our fire. The 
detachment which attacked the work by the gorge had the most serious 
difficulties to contend with, as it was closed by not less than 3 rows of 
palisades, defended by musketry, and a place of arms for the garrison, 
musket proof, and loopholed throughout. When the attack upon the 
salient angle, however, succeeded, the whole got into the work. 

The enemy’s garrison in the outwork consisted of 250 men, with 7 
pieces of artillery, under the command of Col. Gaspard Thierry, of the 
Etat Major of the army of the south. But very few if any escaped ; the 
Colonel, 3 other officers, and 86 men have been taken prisoners, and the 
remainder were either killed by the fire of our troops or drowned in 
the inundation of the river Rivillas. The enemy made a sortie from the 
ravelin called San Roque, either with a view to recover La Picurina, or 
to protect the retreat of the garrison, but they were immediately driven 
in by the detachment stationed in the communication to protect the attack. 

Major Gen. Kempt mentions in high terms in his report the cool and 
persevering gallantry of the officers and troops; of which indeed the 
strength of the work which they carried affords the best proof. He par- 
ticularly mentions Lieut. Col. Hardin ge, of the Staff of the Portuguese 
army, who attended him on this occasion, Capt. Burrct, his aide de 
camp, and Brig. Major Wilde, who was unfortunately killed by a cannon 
shot, after the work was in our possession. Likewise Capt. Holloway, 
Lieuts. Gipps and Stanway, of the Royal Engineers, who conducted the 
several detachments to the points of attack ; and Majors Shaw and Rudd, 
and Capt the Hon. H. Powys, who commanded the several detachments ; 
these 3 officers were wounded, the latter on the parapet of the work, 
which he had been the first to mount by the ladders.* I have to add to 
this account the high sense I entertain of the judicious manner and the 
gallantry with which Major Gen. Kempt carried into execution the service 
which I had entrusted to him. We thus established ourselves in La 
Picurina on the night of the 25th, and opened the second parallel within 
300 yards of the body of the place, in which batteries were commenced 
last night. 

It is impossible that I can do justice to the zeal, activity, and inde- 
fatigable labor of the officers and soldiers, with which these operations 
have been carried on in the most unfavorable weather. The Guadiana 
swelled so considerably that, notwithstanding all precautions, our bridge 
of pontoons was carried away on the 22d inst., and the iljring bridges 
were so much injured as almost to become useless. But still the opera^ 
tions have been carried on without interruption. 

I cannot, however, avoid taking this opportunity of calling the attention 
* He died ofhii wounds. 
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of your Lordship and of His Majesty’s government to the neglect of the 
Portuguese authorities to furnish the means of transport necessary for the 
success of this or any other operation. My own anxiety, and ^e detail 
into which I am obliged to enter in order to find resources to overcome 
difficulties which occur at every moment, I put out of the question, 
although I believe no officer at the head of an army was ever so ham- 
pered, and it is desirable that the attention of one in that situation should 
be turned to other objects. But the serious inconveniences to which the 
troops are exposed, and the difficulties and risks which attend the execu- 
tion of all services, for want of means of transport, become of such a 
magnitude, that no officer can venture to be responsible for them. If 
there was any want of means of transport in the country I should not 
complain, but I know there is no want ; and 1 attribute the deficiency 
entirely to the defect of the Portuguese law upon the subject, and to the 
unwillingness of the magistrates to carry it into execution. In every 
country the supply of carriages for the service of the army* is an obliga- 
tion upon the owners of carriages; and I have repeatedly urged the 
Portuguese government to frame a law upon the subject, with sufficient 
penalties to insure obedience to it, and that the army should have means 
of transport. Instead of doing that, the object of the law lately made by 
the government would appear to be to prevent the army from getting 
carriages, and the consequence is that every service becomes a matter of 
difficulty and risk ; and as the carriages of the poor alone are forced into 
the service by the magistrates, they sufier all the hardships which result 
from the law. 

1 had intended to commence the operations against Badajoz between 
the 6th and 8th March, and all the arrangements were made accordingly ; 
but because the large and rich town of Evora, which has suffered in no 
manner by the war, would supply no carriages, I could not commence 
till the 17th, and thus the troops have been exposed to, and have been 
obliged to cariy on the works of the siege during the rains of the equinox, 
which I had intended to avoid. At this moment the powder for the siege, 
and much of the shot, and many of the engineers’ stores, are not arrived 
at Elvas, and we are obliged to consume the stores of that garrison. I am 
destroying the equipments of the army in transporting the stores from 
Elvas to the ground of the siege, because no assistance is given by tbe 
country, or assistance that is quite inadequate to the demand and wants of 
the service. 

I hope that His Majesty’s government will exert their influence with 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, to order the Local Government not only 
to frame a law which shall have for its object the equipment of the armies 
in such a manner as to enable them to defend the country, but to carry 
that law into execution, so that the people of the country sl^l understand 
that they must comply with its provisions. 

Since I addressed your Lordship on the 20th, Gen. Dronet has bad bfi 
troops on the line between Medellin on the Guadiana, and Zalamea de la 
Serena and Llerena, apparently with the view of keeping the communi- 
cation open between the army of the sout&^ jfnd the divisions of the 
* Armie de Portugal^ stationed on tbe Tagus. Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham 
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made a movement to Llerena on the 25th at night, but the enemy, con- 
sisting of 3 battalions of infantry and 2 regiments of cavalry, whidi were 
there, having heard of his march, retired into the mountains during the 
night Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill has likewise sent a detachment to La 
Guarena, and proposed to march himself this morning upon Medellin, in 
order to co-operate with Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham in obliging the 
enemy to remove to a greater distance, and to endeavor to destroy some 
of their detached corps. 

The divisions of the de PortugdP which were in Castille, and 

those which have lately marched thither, have not yet moved, and the 
object of their movement is still doubtful. It is understood to be to 
attempt a cof^p de main upon Ciudad Rodrigo, or to blockade the place. 
But I consider the success of the former impracticable, and that the latter 
is equally so at present, as the rain, which has been general, has filled all 
the rivers in that part of the country. 

1 am sorry to say that the Spanish authorities liav c neglected to trans- 
port to Ciudad Rodrigo the provisions which I had given them from the 
British magazine at S. Joao da Pesqueira, and a part of these provisions 
only will arrive at that place on the 30th of this month. The place has 
now, therefore, in it only one month’s provisions for the garrison, which 
I had been able to give them from the stores of the army before I quitted 
Castille. I have transmitted to Mr. Wellesley, for the information of the 
Spanish government, the copies of the correspondence which I have had 
with Don Carlos de Espana on this subject, in which His Majesty’s 
government will see the measures which I had adopted to secure this im- 
portant place, and the state in which it is at present. 

I have not heard from any authority that the trooy>s hive yet moved in 
the south, but it is reported that those at Seville had inarched upon Cor- 
dova, to which point 1 understand that those at Granada had been brought. 

P.S. I enclose the return of the killed, wounded, and missing, from the 
18th inst. l^lHcbideti afterwarda m the General return at p. 581.] 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Camp before BadajoE, 28th March, 1812. 

1 enclose my dispatch of yesterday, and a paper directed to you from 
Madrid, which is well worth reading, and indeed ought to be sent borne. 
It came to me open from the Spanish General at Plasencia, who informed 
me that the person who brought it lost his Spanish passport 

We are going on well, and shall open our fire from 35 pieces of artil- 
lery, en hmhe^ on the morning of the 31st. 

Tlie man who brought the enclosed papers having expressed a desire 
to return to Madrid, 1 have given him 150 dollars and a receipt for them, 
and desired him to return. 

Some of my friends in Castille have desired me to remonstrate against 

the -*8 apointment to be Captain General of that province. 1 

believe he is a very bsd fellow. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Camp before Bsdiyot, 28th March, 181X 

When I received your letter of the 27th Sept. 1811, in which you 
announced to me that the committee for the management of the money 

2 o2 
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raised in Great Britain and Ireland by aubacription, for the relief of the 
suffering Portuguese, had determined to place the sum of 15,000 dollars 
at my diaposal for the relief of the people inhabiting the country on the 
banks of the Coa and Pinhel rivers, I employed the Rev. S. Briscall, the 
chaplain to head quarters, and the chaplains to the several divisions of the 
army, to make inquiries regarding the state of the people in the neigh- 
bourhood of the cantonments occupied by the troops, to which these 
gentlemen were attached, in order to enable me to form a judgment regard** 
ing the best mode of laying out the money with which I had been entrusted 
for the benefit of the people. Mr. Briscall was unfortunately taken ill 
before he had completed his task, but not before he and the other gentle- 
men had made reports which, at the same time that they showed the 
general distress of the district, proved that no information could be 
obtained, according to which a distribution of the money could be made, 
which would satisfy my mind that 1 had done that which was most bene- 
ficial to the people. 

I am sorry to say that I could not get from the curates of the villages, 
the fair source of information regarding the distresses of the poor, any 
account of the number in real distress, or a list of the names. All had 
suffered from the invasion, but not equally. The distinction of rich and 
poor still remained, and the former, although in a reduced state, possessed 
generally means of subsistence and to improve their situation, while the 
latter were really in want. Yet lam concerned to add that the rich in 
every village insisted upon their names being inserted in the list of dis- 
tressed persons, in order to participate equally with the poor in the distri- 
bution of money or food ; and the curates of the villages were apprehen- 
sive of the consequences of resisting these unreasonable pretensions ; and 
the lists of the persons in absolute want furnished by the curates, were lists 
of the inhabitants of the villages. It would have been impossible for me 
to attempt to distribute the money excepting through the medium of the 
curates, and it was quite clear that the sum distributed to the whole popu- 
lation in equal proportions, would have relieved the distresses of none. 

Under these circumstances I had at one time determined to return the 
money to the committee, to which determination 1 was further induced, 
from observing that the people were likely to overcome the distress of the 
winter by attending the troops in their cantonments with various articles 
for sale, by which they gained a subsistence, much more beneficial to 
them than any which charity might give them. 

Nearly about this time (in the end of October) 1 had an interview with 
the Bishop of Pinhel, and having mentioned to him the difficulties which 
I met with in distributing the money in question, and an idea which I had 
of returning it to the committee, or of purchasing cattle with it, to be 
kfterwards distributed to the people, he entirely concurred with me re- 
garding the impossibility of distributing the money in a satisfactory 
maimer, so b to be of use to any body ; and he observed that it was not 
* then wanted, as the people gained much from the troops, and he ear- 
nestly recommended ^at I should adopt the measure which I had in con- 
templation, and that I should buy cattle to hi distributed to the people 
in March. 
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I determined accordingly to carry that plan into execution, and I enclose 
the account of the purchase of 276 bullocks, and the receipts for that 
number by the vicar general of Pinhel. I likewise enclose the distribu- 
tion of 200 dollars which 1 gave to Gen. Pack, to be divided among the 
inhabitants of Freixo and the neighbouring villages, when the troops 
commanded by him had quitted the villages, and the people had no longer 
the means of gaining a livelihood by supplying the troops with what they 
wanted. 

I likewise enclose a copy of the paper given to the Bishop of Pinhel, 
containing the plan according to which the bullocks are to be distributed 
to the villages of the district. In adopting this plan I also acted in com- 
munication with the Bishop. I was informed that the temptation of a 
large price had induced many to whom the bullocks had b^n given to 
sell them, and the Bishop concurred with me in opinion that &e plan 
which I proposed, and which is detailed in the enclosed paper, would be 
more likely to promote the renewal of industry and agriculture through- 
out the district than any other , at the same time that if those entitled to 
the use of the bullocks should not be in possession of seed com, or should 
not be inclined to make use of them, they would acquire a profit by 
selling tlieir right to the use of the bullocks to the more wealthy pro- 
prietors. 

I beg you to lay this letter and the enclosed papers before the com- 
mittee. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Camp before Badajol^ 29t1i March, 1813, 9 a.ii. 

I enclose some letters which I have just received from my brother, 
from which you will see that Soult broke up from before Cadiz on the 
23d and 24th, and commenced collecting his troops upon Seville. It is 
probable that the corps from thence will march upon Guadalcanal, in order 
to communicate with or join Drouet. It is very desirable that you should 
come back to Villa Franca, Zafra, &c., keeping your cavalry out in front; 
and that Sir R. Hill should come to Merida. I write to him immediately 
to request him to fall back. 

The troops will commence crossing the river to-morrow morning. 

I have received your letter of 6 p.m. of the 27th. 

P.S. I don’t send the enclosures of these letters, as I have not yet read 
them. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Camp before Badajoi, 29th March, 1812^ 9 a.m. 

I received this morning your letter of the 28th, 10 a.m. 

I have this morning received letters from Cadiz to the 24th, at night. 
Soult broke up before that place on the 23d and 24th, and commenced 
collecting his force at Seville. He may therefore be expected shortly in 
Estremadura, probably by Guadalcanal. 

1 have written this intelligence to Gen. Graham, and have requested 
him to fall back upon Villa Franca and Zafra. I think you had better 
bring the troops which you have at Medellin and Don Benito to Guarena, 
and fall back thence on Merida, on the day that Gen. Graham’s troops 
will fall back on Villa Franca and 2^fra. 
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I have not heard from Sir T. Graham aince the 27th in the evening. 
He was then at Valencia de laa Torres, and his infantry at Maguilla. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Camp befon Badajoc, 30th March, 1819. 

I have received your letters to the 24th, and some from Gen. Cooke ; 
among others one of the 14th, detailing the proceedings of a Junta of 
Generals, of which Gen. Cooke is one. 1 don’t at all like that arrangement. 

1st ; I don’t think it proper to communicate my intentions and plans to 

a Junta of Spanish Generals, of whom the — is one. If I don’t 

communicate my plans to them, all their deliberations must be nugatory. 

2dly ; I don’t think it very proper or consistent with the principles of 
military subordination, that Gen. Cooke, who is under my command, should 
canvass, at a Junta of Generals, military operations directed by me. 

1 don’t know of what use the Junta is, excepting to endeavor, by a side 
wind, to obtain the direction of the operations of this army, in which 
endeavor they may depend upon it they will not succeed. No power on 
earth shall induce me to take a step that 1 don’t approve of ; and the 
deliberations of the Junta must only afford fresh ground for dispute, and 
involve me in fresh discussions. 

In their deliberations of the 5th March, 1 see that they interfered with 
the Portuguese army in Braganza, besides (as all councils of this descrip- 
tion do) throwing doubts upon the operations recommended and fixed for 
Ballesteros. Then they manoeuvre the army of Galicia, as usual, without 
having the slightest knowledge of local circumstances, or of the strength 
of the enemy, or of their own means and resources. This they have done 
in their meeting, reported on by Gen. Cooke in his letter of the 21st 
March, No. 59, besides in that of the 5tli. 

Gen. Castahos is the Commander in Chief of all the Spanish troops on 
this side of Spain ; and it will appear by the papers which 1 have trans- 
mitted to you that he and I have considered every point referred to by 
the Junta, and have provided, as well as circumstances and the means and 
resources at our disposal would permit, for every event. Do the Junta 
propose to overturn what we have settled, or improve upon the arrange- 
ment which we have made, with a full knowledge of all the circumstances P 
Why then deliberate upon these points P 

'V^en 1 required the co-operation, although distant, of Gen. Ballesteros, 
I proposed the plan for it, through Uie King’s Ambassador, according to 
the instructions which I have received, and the government agreed to the 
plan. Where then is the use of the deliberations of the Junta on this 
point P Where have they any room for deliberation ? 

1 don’t wish to send Gen. Cooke any orders not to attend the Junta, 
when you have desired him to attend ; but I shall be obliged to you if you 
will let him discontinue his attendance quietly, and let matters get to their 
natural state. i 

We are going on well, and shall open our breaching batteries to-morrow. 

P.S. I see-by the accounts from Seville that the enemy have little there 
but CMcos; and I hope that Ballesteros will take advantage of their 
weakness. 

In answer to your letter of the 15th, re8|8^ng the money in the 
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Standard^ it would certainly be very desirable to me to have some of it; 
but as government disapproved of your retaining any before, I cannot 
desire that you should retain any now ; but I shall write home on the sub- 
ject, and you had better do the same. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Camp before Badigoz, lit April, 1813, 6 a.u. 

We opened our breaching batteries yesterday with great effect. The 
wall is a good one, however, and it will not be well breached probably till 
tlie evening of the 3d. In the mean time 1 hope to be able to get the 
better of the inundation, which hitherto has been very detrimental to us. 

I have letters from of the 29th, and from Salamanca of the 28th. 

The French cavalry were at Tamames on the 29th, and intended 

to move that night. Marmont was at Salamanca on the 28th, but it was 
expected tliat he would move on the following day. They have collected 
about 15 days’ provisions, ladders, a bridge, &c.,and I am inclined to be- 
lieve tliey will attack Ciudad Rodrigo or Almeida. They have got one 
old 24 pounder, and some 12 pounders ; and Longa, in a letter of the 4th, 
mentions tliat some troops had entered from Bayonne with 20 pieces of 
ordnance, of which 17 were 16 and 12 pounders, that is to say 18 and 14 
pounders. We have no account of the arrival of tliese guns even at Val- 
ladolid ; but in the letter from Salamanca of this morning, it is stated that 
they talk of the arrival of guns and troops from Burgos. 

If Soult should move forward when your troops shall be in the stations 
mentioned in my letter of the 29th, I should wish you to collect them in 
the wood in front of the position at Albuera. I mean that Hill should 
remain at Merida as long as possible, in case Soult should prefer to endeavor 
to relieve the place by the right bank of the Guadiana. He would in that 
case retire upon Moiitijo if the enemy should be toe strong for him ; and 
I will have the bridge down between this and Tala v era, in order to join 
him with the remainder of the army. If Soult should keep his troops col- 
lected on the left of the Guadiana, Hill would join on the left of the 
army by Lobon and Talavera. If he should be too late, and the enemy 
should be in possession of Lobon, he will always be able to pass by our 
bridge, which 1 shall move to the neighbourhood of Talavera, as soon as 
1 find that Soult collects. 

I have a letter from Lima without a date, in which he says, that, on the 
20th, an aide de camp of Marmont’s had come to Talavera de la Reyna, 
and had stated that Marmont was about to move his head quarters to 
Alfaiates, and that Suchet was to join Soult by forced marches. . Indeed 
he said that he expected that Marmont was already at Alfaiates. 

1 believe that the rain which annoyed us so much here will turn out to 
have been our best friend, as it must have delayed the execution of all 
Marmont’s schemes. 

P.S. I shall send Hill a copy of this letter. 

To Lieut. Geo. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Camp before Badajoa, lit April, 1812^ 11 a.ii. 

Sir T. Graham received my letter of the 29th at 4 a.m. on the 30th, and 
probably commenced yesterday to carry into execution what I directed. 
He would of course write to you, as I sent him, with the duplicate, a copy 
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of the letter I wrote to you on the 29tli. I now enclose thecopy of a letter 
which 1 wrote to Sir T. Graham this morning, giving an account of our 
state here and elsewhere, and making known to him my intentions. 

1 think it not improbable that Soult may endeavor to communicate with 
the place by the right of the Guadiana, when he shall find that we are so 
strong on the left of the river. If 1 should find this to be his intention, 1 
shall reinforce our left to the degree that may be expedient, either with a 
part or the whole of our troops, for which 1 shall use every facility by 
placing our bridge below Talavera. 

If you should find that all the enemy’s troops manceuvre upon Villa 
Franca, &c., you will march from Merida upon Lobon, and thence on 
Talavera, so as to take your place on the left of the army. It would be 
desirable that you should destroy the bridge at Merida when you will leave 
the place, particularly if you should be certain of making your march 
on Lobon and Talavera. 

If the enemy should pass the Guadiana with the whole or part of his 
army at Medellin, or if Foy’s division or any other troops should remain 
on the right of the Guadiana, while the others will manoeuvre on the left 
of the river, you will remain on the right of the Guadiana, and will full back 
gradually, if you should find the enemy too strong for you, upon Montijo, 
taking advantage of any favorable ground to delay the enemy’s advance. 
On leaving Merida, you will in this case also break the bridge. 

If the uncertainty of the enemy’s movements towards the right bank of 
the Guadiana should detain you at Merida so long as that you should en- 
tertain doubts of your being able to march by Lobon and Talavera to place 
yourself on the left of the army, you will in that case march by the right 
bank to the bridge of pontoons, which you will find fixed below Talavera. 
You will in this case also destroy the bridge of Merida when you shall 
leave that place. 

A,G. to Mqfor Ctmittere, Cehnico. Ist April, 1812. 

I have referred your letter, with the several enclosures from Col. Le Mesurier, 
and your answers thereto, to the Commander of the Forces ; and I am directed to 
desire that you will immediately order back seijeant — and the gunner. I 
am, moreover, to state to you from his Excellency, that if you send one man from 
Celorico upon any authority except what >oii may receive from headquarters, you 
will be acting in opposition to his orders, and you will be brought to trial before a 
General Court Martial. I regret to have thus strongly to express his Excellency's 
displeasure upon the subject of Col. Le Mesurier's application to you ; and you 
wilt perceive that you are not called upon to attend to any orders but those con- 
veyed to you by me from the Commander of the Forces, or sent from the head 
quarters of the army. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Camp before Badajos, 2d April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 30th March, and I am much con- 
cerned that you should feel any uneasiness respecting my recent report to 
the British government on the want of peans of transport for the army. 
1 think it very likely that I did not trouble you upon the subject in the 
short time that I saw you at Elvas ; but you must recollect that you were 
;four8elf detained at Elvas from the 6th, the day on which I had fixed to 
arrive there, till the 1 1th, when 1 did arrive, after staying 5 days longer in 
Castille than I had intended, in order to wait the arrival of the equipments 
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for the siege ; and when I did arrive, I could not undertake any thing till 
the I6th, 5 days afterwards, for the same reason. The delay in the arrival 
of the equipments for the siege was to be attributed to the want of means 
of transport at Evora; and I have to add, that those equipments are not, to 
this moment, arrived for the same reason, and that I have been getting on 
in the best manner I could without them. 

You seem to think that you are to blame for any defect of these regu- 
lations, or deficiency in their execution. I assure you there is nothing 
so far from my thoughts as a notion that you are in any, the most distant 
manner responsible for any act of the Portuguese government. All that 
you can do is to remonstrate, and pcnnt out what ought to be done. It 
remains for them to execute what you recommend to them. 

In respect to the regulation for means of transport, I beg to refer to 
my letters upon the subject, and the regulation itself; and it will be seen 
that the object of the latter is to save the people of the country from the 
necessity of supplying the army, and that all the penalties recommended 
by me are omitted. 

In respect to the execution of the regulation in this province, 1 enclose 
2 letters which the Commissaiy Gen. put into my hands this morning, 
informing you at the same time that if 1 wanted 1000 carriages instead of 
100, there ought to be no difficulty in procuring them. 

The question is, are we to carry on the war, or are we not ? If we are, 
the government must set their shoulders to the wheel. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp before Bailajoz, 2d April, 1812. 

Mr. Bissett has communicated to me a letter from the Commissary in 
Chief, from the perusal of which I am concerned to observe that the 
Treasury are not satisfied with him for having lately engaged, under the 
authority of my sanction, to receive a sum of 400,000 dollars, to be 
brought from Gibraltar, at the exchange of 5s. 8cf. the dollar, the market 
rate at Lisbon being lower. 

As this was not the first contract of this kind which I have sanctioned 
for Mr. Bissett, as well as Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Murray, I am only con- 
cerned that the Lords of the Treasury, who have invariably been made 
acquainted with these contracts, did not make known their disapprobation 
of them at an earlier period, as, if they had, 1 should not have sanctioned 
those offered for my consideration subsequent to the notification of the 
disapprobation of their Lordships. I can justify the measure adopted 
lately, and upon the former occasions, upon no other ground than necessity. 
I also thought that it was the wish of the Lords of the Treasury, and of 
government in general, that 1 should authorise the adoption of every mea- 
sure that was practicable, in order to procure specie for the army ; but it 
appears that 1 have been mistaken, and I hope that government will take 
measures to supply the deficiency which must exist in our funds from my 
refusal to sanction contracts of this description in future. 

My brother has informed me that he expects the Standard at Cadiz 
from America with specie, on account of the Bri^ government, and he 
has desired to know whether he is to detain any of it for the use of the 
army, at the same time informing me that government had disapproved 
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of hi* detaining money at Cadiz upon a former occasion. 1 beg to have 
your Lordship’* directions upon this subject, as 1 have told my brother 
that 1 can’t interfere with any directions given by the government. I at 
the same time beg to refer your Lordship to the various financial state- 
ments sent home by Mr. Bissett and by me, and to inform you that it is 
quite impossible that we can go on without money. 

To the Earl of LiverpooL Camp before Badajo^ 3d April, 1813. 

We opened our fire on the 31st March from 26 pieces of cannon in 
the second parallel, to breach the face of the bastion at the south east 
angle of the fort called La Trinidad, and the flank of the bastion by which 
the face is defended, called Maria. The fire upon these has continued 
since with great effect. 

The enemy made a sortie, on the night of the 29th, upon the troops of 
Gen. Hamilton’s division, which invest the place on the right of the 
Guadiana, but were immediately driven in with loss. We lost no men on 
this occasion. 

The movements of Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham and of Lieut. Gen. Sir 
R. Hill have obliged the enemy to retire by the different roads towards 
Cordova, with the exception of a small body of infantry and cavalry which 
remained at Zalamea de la Serena, in front of Belalcazar. 

Marshal Soult broke up in front of Cadiz on the 23d and 24th, and 
has marched upon Seville with all the troops which were there, with the 
exception of 4000 men. I understand that he was to march from Seville 
again on the 30th or 31st; and 1 should think that by this time he has 
joined the troops under Drouet, by Constantina. 

I have not heard from Castille since the 30th March. One division of 
the ‘ Armie de Portugal,^ which had been in the province of Avila, had 
on that day arrived at Guadapero, within 2 leagues of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and it was supposed that Marmont was on his march with other troops 
from the side of Salamanca. 1 have not heard from thence since the 28th, 
on which day Marshal Marmont was there ; but it was expected that he 
would march on the following day. The river Agueda was not fordable 
for troops on the 30th. The enemy will certainly reconnaitre Ciudad 
Rodrigo and Almeida when the Agueda shall fall ; and they will probably 
attack the former if they should be in possession of heavy cannon and 
other means to enable them to carry on their attack, which 1 doubt. I 
am very apprehensive, however, that 1 shall be obliged to return to that 
part of the country, in order to insure the safety of those places, as soon 
as I shall have brought to a close the operations which I have now in hand. 

To the Earl of Lirerpool. Camp before Bodajoz, 3d April, 1812. 

I enclose the answer which I have received from Marshal Sir W. Beres- 
ford, on the reference made to him by your Lordship’s desire, respecting 
the value of the spherical case shot call^ * Shrapnel’s shells.’ 

Since 1 wrote to your Lordship on that subject, I have heard that they 
Jiave been very destructive to the enemy in Badajoz, when thrown from 
24 pounder carronades ; and 1 have directed that some of them may be 
loaded with musket balls, in order to remedy whit I have reason to believe 
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is a material defect in these shells, viz., that the wounds which thej inflict 
don’t disable the person who receives them, even for the action in which 
they are received. 

To Lieut. Oen. Sir R. Hil1,K.B. Canp before Badajoi, 4th April, 1819^ ^before 10 p.m. 

I hear from Sir T. Graham, and indeed the intelligence which I before 
received induced me to believe, that Soult would arrive at Llerena this 
day, and all accounts appear to agree that all the troops which he has are 
collected on that point, and that there are none moving towards Merida. 

Although I am prepared to send my bridge to Talavera, it would be 
more convenient not to move it from the place at which it is ; and as 
the enemy have collected, and appear to intend to act on the soutliem side 
of the Guadiana, I am desirous that you should be better prepared than 
you are to place yourself on our left flank. 

If Soult shall intend to fight a battle, he will certainly advance im- 
mediately, and we may expect that he will be on the Albuera on the 
7th ; and, under those circumstances, I am anxious that, on to-morrow 
evening, you should move your corps to Arroyo de San Servan, Cala- 
monte, and the woods to the south of the Guadiana, and your cavalry 
looking out on the roads to Almendralejo and Zafra. By this measure you 
will be quite ready for a start whenever you will find that Soult passes 
tlie high road from Seville to Merida, and that nothing is moving on that 
town. 

I hope to be able to attack the place to-morrow night. As for the re- 
doubts, destroy them if you can with convenience ; but the French don’t 
seem to care much about them, nor do 1. 

To the Rt. Hoo. H. Wellealey. Camp before Badajo^ 4Ch April, 1612. 

I enclose my dispatch of yesterday. 

I likewise send a letter for the Secretary in the War department from 
Don Carlos de Espana, which will inform the government how things 
were at Ciudad Rodrigo on the 31 st March. 1 have since received a 
letter of the 1st April, from which 1 learn that a parly of dragoons had 
crossed the ford of tlie Agueda above Ciudad Rodrigo on that day, and 
Don Carlos de Espana had removed to Gallegos. The convoy, which 
was expected on the 30th, only arrived on the 31st near Almeida. Thus, 
by * maTtana^* the Spaniards will lose that place again, unless 1 should go 
with the whole army to its assistance ; and tliey will lose a great part of 
the benefit which they would derive from the success of our operations 
here. 

We are getting on well ; and I hope that this night, or to-morrow, we 
shall be ready to attempt to take the place by storm. 

I have received your letters of the 28th. I shall be much obliged to 
you if you will tell Gen. O’Donell that 1 will do every thing in my power 
to get his brother exchanged ; but 1 enclose the copy of a letter, which 
will show the result of an attempt which 1 made to get Gen. Uerrasti 
exchanged for Gen. Renaud. 

P. S. I find that the letter from Don Carlos de Espana to the Minister 
at War has been lost. 1 likewise find that 1 sent to Castaiios the letter 
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respecting the exchange of Herrasti ; but it will be returned, or I shall 
get a duplicate of it, which I will send to you. 

To the Rt Hoii. H. Welleeley. Camp befoie Badajos, 4th April, 1812. 

1 enclose a letter which I have received from the Sec. of State, convey- 
ing to me the permission of H. R. H. the Prince Regent, in the name 
and on the behalf of His Majesty, to accept the honor recently conferred 
upon me by the Regency and Cortes of Spain * 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will take an opportunity 
of informing the Spanish government that I accept tlie honor conferred 
upon me, and of again expressing my gratitude for it. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Camp before Badajoc, 5th April, 1813, noon. 

I received your letter of 2 p.m. yesterday. If Foy remains in his posi- 
tion at Alia, &c., that is, if you should not receive any positive intelli- 
gence of his moving along the right of the Guadiana, before you will be 
required to move to Lobon, &c., in consequence of Soult^s movements, 
there la no occasion for your leaving any body at Merida. If Foy should 
be moving along the right of the Guadiana, when you shall receive intel- 
ligence of Soult’s movements, I don’t think it.would be necessary for you 
to stay with your whole corps at Merida. Gen. Howard might stay with 
one British, and Col. Ashworth’s brigade, and the Portuguese cavalry, 
and a brigade of Portuguese artillery. Of course he would not destroy 
the bridge till the last moment ; and if you should determine to march 
upon Lobon, you will not destroy the bridge till the last of your troops 
shall come away. Tell the Alcalde, or Corregidor, that if we destroy 
the bridge, I shall render it passable again for them ; that it is to answer 
a military purpose, and must be done if necessary. 

I have not yet heard of Soult’s arrival at Llerena, yesterday. 

To Major Geu. Cooke. Camp before Badajoz, 6th April, 1812. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that I approve of your discharging 
5 Serjeants from the 87th regt., according to the request of Col. Doyle, 
in order that they may be appointed to commissions in the Spanish service. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Welleiley. Camp before Badajoa, 6th Apil, 1813. 

Alava delivered to me yesterday evening your letters of the 30th March 
and — April. 

I congratulate you upon being made a Knight of the Bath. You must 
be introduced by a Knight of some Order to the person who is to invest 
you, canying in your hand the insignia of the Order. The authority to 
invest you is then read ; and the person who is to .invest you must knight 
you by passing his sword over your shoulder. He then puts the riband 
over your right shoulder, and the star on your left breast The ceremony 
here generally ends in eating and drinking, &c. &c. 

1 have no objection to the delay in sending the garrison to Tarifa till 
matters shall £e settled here ; and it will be expedient that Ballesteros 
should return. 

* The tille of Duqiie de Ciudad Rodrigo^ and a Grandee of Sfkiii. See Appendix, No.YlX. 
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Memorandum for the Attack of Rad^joi. 

(The parts in the smaller print are alterations and explanations afterwards made by tiie 

Earl of Wellington J 

Camp^ 6th Aprib 1813. 

1. The Fort of fiadajoz is to be attacked at 10 o’clock this night* 

2. The attack must be made on three points ; the castle, the face of the 
bastion of La Trinidad, and the flank of the bastion of Maria. 

3. The attack of the castle to be hj escalade ; that of the two bastions 
by the storm of the breaches. 

4. The troops for the storm of the castle, consisting of the 3d division 
of infantry, should move out from the right of the first parallel at a little 
before 10 o'clock, but not to attack till 10 o’clock. 

5. They should cross the river Rivillas below the broken bridge over 
that river, and attack that part of the castle which is on the right, looking 
from the trenches and in ibe rear of the great battery constructed by the 
enemy to fire on the bastion of La Trinidad. 

6. Having arrived within the castle, and having secured the possession 
of it, parties must be sent to the left along the rampart, to fall on the 
rear of those defending the great breach, in the bastion of La Trinidad, 
and to communicate with the right of the attack on that bastion. 

It is recommended that the attack of the Sd division sliould be kept clear of the bas- 
tion of San Antonio, at least till the castle which is above and commands that 
bastion shall be carried. 

1, The troops for this attack must have all the long ladders in the 
engineers’ park, and 6 of the lengths of the engineers’ ladders. They 
must be attended by 12 carpenters with axes, and by 6 miners with crow- 
bars, &c. 

8. The 4th division, with the exception of the covering party in th^ 
trenches, must make the attack on the face of the bastion of La Trinidad, 
and the Light division on the flank of the bastion of Maria. 

9. These two divisions must parade in close columns of divisions at 9 
o’clock. The Light division with the left in front ; the 4th division with 
its advanced guard, with the left in front ; the remainder with the right 
in front. The 4th division must be on the right of the little stream, near 
the piquet of the 4th division, and the Light division must have the river 
on their right. 

This arrangement of the columns is made in order that the Light division may extend 
along die ramparts to the left ; and that die 4th division, with the exception of the 
advanced gua^, which is to communicate by its left with the Light division, might 
extend along die rammits to the right. It may be necessary, however, for diese 
two divisions mutually to support each other, and attention must in this case be 
paid to the formations. 

10. The Light division must throw 100 men forward into the quarries, 
close to the covered-way of the bastion of S’* Maria, who, as soon as the 
garrison are disturbed, must keep down by their fire the fire from the face 
of the bastion of S’* Maria, and that from the covered-way. 

* The hour originally named was 7^, being immediately after dusk ; but it was sub- 
sequently changed to 10, in consequence of the arrangements being found to require 
that dehy. The garrison took advantage of the interval between die breaching bat- 
teries ceasing to bato, and the commencement of the assault, to cover the front of the 
bremhes with harrows and oiDW*a-fte^ and to fix a bhevaux-de-friae of sword blades on 
dieir summits. 



074 


SPAIN. 


11. The advance of both divisions must consist of 500 men from each, 
attended by 12 ladders; and the men of the storming party should carry 
sacks filled with light materials, to be thrown into the ditch, to enable the 
troops to descend into it. Care must be taken that these bags are not 
thrown into the covered-way. 

12. The advance of the Light division must precede that of the 4th 
division ; and both must keep as near the inundation as Uiey possibly can. 

13. The advance of both divisions must be formed into firing parties 
and storming parties. The firing parties must be spread along the crest 
of the glacis, to keep down tlie fire of the enemy ; while the men of the 
storming party, who carry bags, will enter the covered-way at the place 
tTarmes^ under the breached face of the bastion of La Trinidad ; those 
attached to the 4th division on its right, those to the Light division on its 
left, looking from the trenches or the camp. 

No. 13 will niti thus : after ilie words ‘ while Ihe men of the storming party who carry 
liags will enter the covered-way,* insert, ‘ tliuse of the Light division, at the place 
tCarmea on the left, looking from camp, of the uniinished ravelin ; those of the 4th 
division, on the right of that ravelin, at the place d'armet under the breached face 
of the bastion of La Trinidad.* 

14. The Storming party of the advance of the Light division will then 
descend into the ditch, and turning to its left, storm the breach in the flank 
of the bastion of S** Maria, while the storming party of the 4th division will 
likewise descend into the ditch, and storm the breach in the face of the 
bastion of La Trinidad. The firing parties are to follow immediately in 
the rear of their respective storming parties. 

Major Gen. Colville will oliserve that a ]jart of the advance of the 4th division must lie 
allotted to storm the new breach in the curtain. 

15. The heads of the two divisions will follow their advanced guards, 
keeping nearly together ; but they will not advance beyond the shelter 
afforded by the quarries on the left of the road, till they shall have seen 
the heads of the advanced guards ascend tlie breaches : they will then move 
forward to the storm in double quick time. 

The place here pointed out may be too distant. Tlip heads of the columns should be 
brought as near os they can without being exposed to lire. 

16. If the Light division should find the bastion of Maria entrenched, 
they will turn the right of the entrenchment, by moving along the parapet 
of the bastion. The 4th division will do the same by an entrenchment 
which appears in the left face, looking from the trenches of the bastion of 
La Trinidad. 

17. The Light division, as soon as they are in possession of the rampart 
of S'* Maria, are to turn to their left, and to proceed along the rampart to 
their left, keeping always a reserve at the breach. 

18. The advanced guard of the 4th division are to turn to their left, 
and to keep up the communication with^ the Light division. The 4th divi- 
sion are to turn to their right, and to communicate with the 3d division, 
by the bastion^of San Pedro, and the demi-bastion of San Antonio, taking 
c4re to keep a reserve at the bastion of La Trinidad. 

19. Each (the 4th and Light) division must lefve 1000 men in reserve 
in the quarries. 
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It will be Decenary for the Commanding officer of the Light dirieioD to attend to the 
ditch on hie left at he makes his attack. He should post a detachment in the ditrh 
towards the salient angle of the bastion of S** Maria, so as to be covered by the angle 
from the fire of the next bastion on its left, looking from the trenches. 

20. The 4th division must endeavor to get open the gate of La 
Trinidad ; the Light division must do the same by the gate called Puerta 
del Pilar. 

21. The soldiers must leave their knapsacks in camp. 

22. In order to aid these operations, the howitzers in No. 4 are to open 
a fire upon the batteries constructed by the enemy to fire upon the breach, 
as soon as the officers shall observe that the enemy arc aware of the attack, 
which they must continue till they see that the 3d division are in posses- 
sion of the castle. 

Some lignal must be arranged between the Commanding officer of the artillery and the 
officer who shall command the attack on the castle, for ceasing the fire in No. 4. 

23. The Commanding officer in the trenches is to attack the ravelin of 
San Roque with 200 of the covering party, moving from the right of the 
second parallel, and round the right of the ravelin, looking from the 
trenches, and attacking the barriers and gates of communication between 
the ravelin and the bridge ; while 200 men likewise of the covering party 
will rush from the right of the sap into the salient angle of the covered- 
way of the ravelin, and keep up a fire on its faces. These last should 
not advance from the sap, till the party to attack the gorge of the ravelin 
shall have turned it. That which will move into the covered -way on the 
right of tlie ravelin looking from the trenches, ought not to proceed furtlier 
down than the angle formed by the face and the flank. 

It would 1)6 better that this attack should more from the right of the sap. Tlie Com- 
manding officer in the trenches must begin it as soon as lie shall ot^rre that the 
attack of the 3d division on tlie castle is |)erceived by the enemy. 

24. The remainder of the covering party to be a reserve in the trenches. 
The working parties in the trenches are to join their regiments at 7^ 
o’clock. 12 carpenters with axes, and 10 miners with crowbars, must be 
with each (the 4th and Light) division. A party of one officer and 20 
artillerymen must be with each division. 

25. The 5th division must be formed, one brigade on the ground occu- 
pied by the 48th regt. ; one brigade on the Sierra del Yiento; and one 
brigade in the low grounds extending to the Guadiana, now occupied by 
the piquets of the Light division. 

26. The piquets of the brigades on the Sierra del Yiento, and that in 
the low grounds towards the Guadiana, should endeavor to alarm the enemy 
during Ibe attack by firing at the Pardaleras, and at the men in the covered- 
way of the works towards the Guadiana. 

A plan has been aettled with Lieut. Gen. Leith, for an attempt to be made to eaoalade 
the baation of San Vicente, or the curtain between that Mwtion and the bridge, if 
cireumstancea ahould permit. The Commanding officer of the light divisioa will 
attend to thia. 

Gen. Power will likewiie make a fidae attack on tiie tkte-de-ponL 

27. The Commander of the Forces particularly requests the Oenenil 
officers commanding divisions and brigades, and the Commanding officers 
of regiments, and the officers commanding companies, to impress upon 
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their men the necessity of their keeping together, and formed as a military 
body after the storm, and during the night. Not only the success of the 
operation, and the honor of the army, hut their own individual safety, 
depend upon their being in a situation to repel any attack by tfie enemy, 
and to overcome all resistance which they may be inclined to make, till 
the garrison are completely subdued. 

m A.O. to Litui. CoL Langitjf, R. W. Train. 6di April, 1812. 

I am directed by liis Excellency the Commander of the Forces to transmit you 
the enclosed communication from Lieut. Col. Lord R. Manners, with the ac- 
companying statement from Lieut. Williams in explanation of the transaction in 
whimi he was concerned with a detachment of the Royal Waggon Train, under his 
orders from Meda to Celorico ; and it appears to his Excellency that the circum- 
stances are so clearly detailed, that it would be an injustice to keep Lieut. Wil- 
liams further in arrest. I am also to observe that the Commander of the Forces 
has much reason to complain of the conduct of the Royal Waggon Train in general ; 
and am further to express his desire that the seneant and men in question may be 
put into confinement, and sent forthwith to the head quarters of the 6th division, 
where a Court Martial will be assembled for their trial. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp before Badajoc, 7th April, 1812. 

My dispatch of the 3d inst. will have apprised your Lordship of the state 
of the operations against Badajoz to that date ; which were brought to a 
close on the night of the 6th, by the capture of the place by storm. 

The fire continued during the 4th and 5th against the face of the bas- 
tion of La Trinidad, and the flank of the bastion of Maria ; and on the 
4th, in the morning, we opened another battery of 6 guns in the second 
parallel against the shoulder of the ravelin of San Roque, and the wall in 
its gorge. 

Practicable breaches were effected in the bastions above mentioned on 
the evening of the 5th ; but as I had observed that the enemy had en- 
trenched the bastion of La Trinidad, and the most formidable preparations 
were making for the defence, as well of the breach in that bastion, as of 
that in the bastion of Maria, I determined to delay the attack for 
another day, and to turn all the guns in the batteries in the second parallel 
on the curtain of La Trinidad ; in hopes that by effecting a third breach, 
the troops would be enabled to turn the enemy’s works for the defence of 
tile other two ; the attack of which would besides be connected by the 
troops destined to attack the breach in the curtain. This breach was 
effected in the evening of the 6th, and the fire of the face of the bastion 
of Maria and of the flank of the bastion of La Trinidad being over- 
come, I de^rmined to attack the place that night. 

1 had kept in reserve in the neighbourhood of this camp the 5th divi- 


G. O. Camp before Badajoz, 7th April, ISIS. 

1. The Commander of the Forces returns his tlianks to the General officers, officeis, and 
soldieis of the 3d, 4th, and Light divisions, to the*^Royal engineers and artillery, and to the 
Portuguese artillery, for their persevering patience, and laborious industry, and the gal- 
lantry which they have uniformly nwifested throughout the late siege of B^ajoz. 

In tlianking tne|^ for the uncomitrob gallantry displayed last night in the assault of 
tli^ place, under tM most trying circumstances, the Commander of the Forces must include 
among thos^ ^e General officers, officers, and soldiers of the 5th division. ^ 

2. The Commander of ffie Forces requests tl»t the men's yms may be immediately got 
into order again, as he hopes that anutlier occasion of meeting (|ie enemy will before long 
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sion under Lieut. Gen. Leith, which had left Castille only in the middle 
of March, and had but lately arrived in this part of the country ; and 1 
brought them up on that evening. The plan for the attack was, that Lieut. 
Gen. Picton should attack the castle of Bodajoz by escalade with the 3d 
division ; and a detachment from the guard in the trenches furnished that 
evening by the 4th division, under Major Wilson of the 48th regt., should 
attack the ravelin of San Roque upon his left, while the 4th division under 
Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville, and the Light division under Lieut. Col. 
Barnard, should attack the breaches in the bastions of La Trinidad and S** 
Maria, and in the curtain by which they are connected. The 5th division 
were to occupy the ground which the 4th and Light divisions had occu- 
pied during ^e siege ; and Lieut. Gen. Leith was to make a false attack 
upon the outwork called the Pardaleras ; and another on the works of the 
fort towards the Guadiana, with the left brigade of the division under 
Major Gen. Walker, which he was to turn into a real attack, if circum- 
stances should prove favorable ; and Brig. Gen. Power, who invested the 
place with his Portuguese brigade on the right of the Guadiana, was di- 
rected to make false attacks on the t(^te-de-pont, the Fort San Christoval, 
and the new redoubt called ^on Coeur. 

The attack was accordingly made at 10 at night; Lieut Gen. Picton 
preceding by a few minutes ^e attacks by the remainder of the troops. 
Major Gen. Kempt led this attack, which went out from the right of the 
first parallel. He was unfortunately wounded in crossing the river Rivillas 
below tlie inundation ; but notwithstanding this circumstance, and the ob- 
stinate resistance of the enemy, the castle was carried by escalade ; and the 
3d division established in it at about 1 1 J o’clock. While this was going on. 
Major W’^ilson of the 48th carried the ravelin of San Roque by the gorge, 
with a detachment of 200 men of tlic guard in the trenches ; and with 
the assistance of Major Squire, of the Engineers, established himself 
within that work. 

The 4th and Light divisions moved to the attack from the camp along 
the left of the river Rivillas, and of the inundation. They were not per- 
ceived by the enemy till they reached the covcred-way ; and the advanced 
guards of the two divisions descended without difficulty into the ditch, pro- 
tected by the fire of the parties stationed on the glacis for that purpose ; 
and they advanced to the assault of the breaches, led by their gallant officers, 
with the utmost intrepidity. But such was the nature of the obstacles pre- 
pared by the enemy at the top and behind the breaches, and so determined 
their resistance, that our troops could not establish themselves within the 
place. Many brave officers and soldiers were killed or wounded by 
explosions at the top of the breaches ; others who succeeded to them were 

A. G. O. Camp before Hadiyos. 7th April, ISIS. 

It is tiow full time tliat the plunder of Bodajos ihould cease ; and the Commander of 
the Foioet requests that an officer and 6 ste^y uon-commissioned officers may ^ sent 
from each regiment, British and Portuguese, of the 3d, 4th, 5th, and Light divisions, into 
the town to-monow morning, at 5 o'clock, in order to bring away any men that may be 
straggling there. 

2. The Commander of the Forces has ordered th^frovost Marshal into the town, and 
he has orders to execute any men he may 6nd in the act of plunder, aftsr he shall aniv« 
there. 

This order is to be communicated to the Portuguese as well as to the British troops. 

VOL. V. 2 P 
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obliged to give way, having found it impossible to penetrate the obstacles 
which the enemy had prepared to impede their progress. These attempts 
were repeated till after 12 at night; when, finding that success was not 
to be attained, and that Lieut. Gen* Picton was established in the castle, 
I ordered that the 4th and Light divisions might retire to the ground on 
which they had been first assembled for the attack. 

In the mean time, Lieut. Gen. X<eith had pushed forward Major Gen. 
Walker’s brigade on the left, supported by the 38th regt. under Lieut. 
Col. Nugent, and the 15th Portuguese regt. under Col. Do Rego, and he 
had made a false attack upon the Pardaleras with the 8th ca 9 adores under 
Major Hill. Major Gen. Walker forced the barrier on the road of Oli- 
venqa, and entered the covered-way on the left of the bastion of San 
Vicente, close to the Guadiana. He there descended into the ditch, and 
cscaladed the face of the bastion of San Vicente. Lieut. Gen. Leith 
supported Uiis attack by the 38th regt., and 15th Portuguese regt.; and 
our troops being thus established in the castle, which commands all the 
works of the town, and in the town ; and the 4th and Light divisions 
being formed again for the attack of the breaches, all resistance ceased ; 
and at daylight in the morning, the Governor, Gen. Philippon, who had 
retired to Fort San Christoval, surrendered, together with Gen. Vieland, 
and all the Staff, and the whole garrison. I have not got accurate returns 
of the strength of the garrison, or of the number of prisoners : but Gen. 
Philippon has informed me that it consisted of 5000 men at the commence- 
ment of the siege, of which 1200 were killed or wounded during the 
operations; besides those lost in the assault of the place. There were 5 
French battalions, besides 2 of the regiment of Hesse Darmstadt, and the 
artillery, engineers, &c. ; and I understand there are 4000 prisoners. 

It is impossible that any expressions of mine can convey to your Lord- 
ship the sense which I entertain of the gallantry of the officers and troops 
upon lliis occasion. The list of killed and wounded will show that the 
General officers, the Staff attached to them, the Commanding, and other 
officers of the regiments, put themselves at the head of the attacks which 
they severally directed, and set the example of gallantry which was so well 
followed by their men. 

Marshal Sir W. Beresford assisted me in conducting the details of this 
siege ; and 1 am much indebted to him for the cordial assistance which 1 
received from him, as well during its progress, as in the last operation 
which brought it to a termination. 

The duties in the trenches were conducted successively by Major Gen. 
the Hon. C. Colville, Major Gen. Bowes, and Major Gen. Kempt, under 
the superintendence of Lieut. Gen. Picton. 1 have had occasion to men- 
tion all these officers during the uourse of the operations ; and they all 
distinguished themselves, and were all wounded in the assault. I am par- 
ticularly obliged to Lieut. Gen. Picton for the manner in which he 
arranged the attack of the castle, and also for that in which he sup- 
ported the attack, and established his troops in that important post. 

Lieut. Gen. "Leith’s arrangements for the false attack upon the Parda- 
l.oras, and that under Major Gen. Walker, were likewise most judicious ; 
and he availed himself of the circumstances of the moment, to push forward 
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and support the attack under Major Gen. Walker, in a manner highly cre- 
ditable to him. The gallantry and conduct of Major Gen. Walker, who 
was also wounded, and that of the officers and troops under his command, 
were conspicuous. 

The arrangements made by Major Gen. the Hon. 0. Colville for the 
attack by the 4th division, were very judicious ; and he led them to the 
attack in the most gallant manner. In consequence of the absence, on ac- 
count of sickness, of Major Gen. Vandeleur, and of Col. Beckwith, Lieut. 
Col. Barnard commanded the Light division in the assault, and distin- 
guished himself not less by the manner in which he made the arrangements 
for that operation, than by his personal gallantry in its execution. 

I have also to mention Brig. Gen. Harvey of the Portuguese service, 
commanding a brigade in the 4th division, and Brig. Gen. Chanipelmoiid, 
commanding the Portuguese brigade in the 3d division, as highly distin- 
guished. Brig. Gen. Harvey was wounded in the storm. 

Your Lordship will see in the list of killed and wounded a list of the 
Commanding officers of regiments. In Lieut. Col. Macleod of the 43d 
regt., who was killed in the breach, His Majesty has sustained the loss of 
an officer who was an ornament to his profession, and was capable of ren- 
dering the most important services to the country. I must likewise men- 
tion Lieut. Col. Gibbs of the 52d, who was wounded, and Major O’ Hare 
of the 9btb, unfortunately killed in the breach ; Lieut. Col. Elder of the 
3d, and Major Algeo of the 1st ca<;adore6. Lieut. Col. Harcourt of the 
40tb, likewise wounded, was highly distinguished ; and Lieut. Cols. 
Blakeney of the Royal Fusiliers, Knight of the 27th, Erskine of the 48tli, 
and Capt. Leaky, who commanded tiie 23d Fusiliers, Lieut. Col. Ellis 
having been wounded during the previous operation of the siege. 

In the 5th division I must mention Major Hill of die Sth ca^adorcs, who 
directed the false attack upon the fort Pardaleras. i i. was impossible for 
any men to behave better than these did. 

I must likewise mention Lieut. Col. Brooke, of the 4tb regt., and Lieut. 
Col. the Hon. G. Carleton of the 44th, and Lieut. Col. Gray of the 30lb, 
who was unfortunately killed. The 2d batt. 38th regt. under Lieut. Col. 
Nugent, and the 1 5th Portuguese regt. under Col. Luiz do Rego, likewise 
performed their part in a very exemplary manner. 

Tlie officers and troops in tlic 3d division have distinguished themselves 
as usual in these operations. Lieut. Gen. Picton has reported to me par- 
ticularly the conduct of Lieut. Col. Williams of the GOth ; Lieut. Col. Ridge 
of the 5th, who was unfortunately killed in the assault of the castle Lieut. 
Col. Forbes of the 45th, Lieut. Col. Fitzgerald of the GOth, Lieut. Col. the 
Hon. R. Le P. Trench, and Lieut. Col. Manners of the 74th ; Major Carr 
of the 83d, and Major the Hon. H. Pakenham, A.A.G. to the 3d division. 
He has likewise particularly reported the good conduct of Col. Campbell 
of the 94th, commanding Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville’s brigade, 
during his absence in command of the 4th division, whose conduct I have 
so repeatedly had occasion to report to your Lordship. 

The officers and men of the corps of engineers and artillery were equally 
distinguished during the operations of the siege and in its close. 

Lieut. Col. B’letcher continued to direct the works, (notwithstanding 

2 p 2 



580 


SPAIN. 


that he was wounded in the sortie made by the enemy on the 19th March,) 
which were carried on by Major Squire and Major Burgoyne, under his 
directions. The former established the detachments under Major Wilson, 
in the ravelin of San Roque, on the night of the storm ; the latter attended 
the attack of the 3d division on the castle. 1 have likewise to report the 
good conduct of Major Jones, Capt. Nicholas, and Capt. Williams, of the 
Royal Engineers. 

Major Dickson conducted the details of the artillery service during the 
siege, as well as upon former occasions, under the general superintendence 
of Col. Framingham, who, since the absence of Major Gen. Borthwick, has 
commanded the artillery with the army. 

I cannot sufficiently applaud the officers and soldiers of the Royal and 
Portuguese artillery during the siege ; particularly Lieut. Col. Robe, who 
opened the breaching batteries ; Major May, Capt. Gardiner, Major Hol- 
combe, and Lieut. Bourchier of the Royal artillery ; Capt. de Rettberg 
of the German, and Major Tulloh of the Portuguese artillery. 

Adverting to the extent of the details of the ordnance department 
during this siege, to the difficulties of the weather, &c., with which Major 
Dickson liad to contend, I must mention him most particularly to your 
Lordship. 

The officers of the Adj. Gen. and Q. M. Gen.’s departments rendered 
me every assistance on this occasion, as well as those of my personal Staff ; 
and 1 have to add that I have received reports from the General officers 
commanding divisions, of the assistance they received from the officers of 
those departments attached to them, the greatest number of whom, and of 
their personal Staff, are wounded. 

In a former dispatch I reported to your Lordship the difficulties with 
which I liad to contend, in consequence of the failure of the civil authori- 
ties of the province of Alentejo to perform their duty and supply the army 
with means of transport. These difficulties have continued to exist ; but 
I must do Major Gen. Victoria, the Governor of Elvas, the justice to re- 
port that he, and the troops under his command, have made every exer- 
tion, and have done every thing in tlieir power to contribute to our success. 

Marshal Soult left Seville on the 1st inst., with all the troops whicli he 
could collect in Andalusia ; and he was in communication with the troops 
which had retired from Estremadura, under Gen. Drouet, on the 3d, and 
he arrived at Llerena on the 4th. 1 had intended to collect the army on 
the Albuera rivulet, in proportion as Marshal Soult should advance ; and 
I had requested Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham to retire gradually upon Al- 
buera, while Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill should do the same on Talavera, from 
Don Benito and the upper parts of the Guadiana. I don’t think it certain 
that Marshal Soult has made any decided movement from Llerena since 
the 4th, although he has patrolled forward with small detachments of ca- 
valry, and the advanced guard of his infantry have been atUsagre. None 
of the ‘ Armee de Portugal ’ have moved to join him. 

According to the last reports which I have received of the 4th inst., 
from the frontier of Castille, it appears that Marshal Marmont had esta- 
blished a body of troops between the Agueda and the Goa, and he had 
reconnaitred Almeida on the 3d. Brig. Gen. Trent’s division of militia 



SPAIN. 


had arrived upon the Coa, and Brig. Gen. Wilson’s division was following 
with tlie cavalry, and Lieut. Gen. the Conde de Amarante was on his 
march, with a part of the corps under his command, towards the Douro. 

It would be very desirable that I should have it in my power to strike 
a blow against Marshal Soult before he could be reinforced ; but the 
Spanish authorities having omitted to take the necessary steps to provision 
Ciudad Rodrigo, it is absolutely necessary that I should return to the 
frontiers of Castille within a short period of time. It is not very pro- 
bable that Marshal Soult will risk an action in the province of Estrema- 
dura, which it would not be difficult for him to avoid, and it is very 
necessary that he should return to Andalusia, as Gen. Ballesteros was in 
movement upon Seville on the 29th of last month, and the Conde de 
I’enne Villemur moving on the same place from the Lower Guadiana. 

It will be quite impossible for me to go into Andalusia till I shall have 
secured Ciudad Rodrigo. I therefore proi>()se to remain in the positions 
now occupied by the troops for some days; indeed a little time is required 
to take care of our wounded ; and if Marsljal Soult should remain in 
Estremadura 1 shall attack him; if he should retire into Andalusia, I 
must return to Castille. 

1 have tlie honor to enclose returns of the killed and wounded from the 
31st March, and in the assault of Badajoz, and a return of the ordnance, 
small arms, and ammunition found in the place. 1 shall send the returns 
of provisions in the place by the next dispatch. This dispatch will ho 
delivered to your Lordship by my aide de camp Capt. Canning, whom I 
beg leave to recommend to your protection. 

He has likewise the colors of the garrison, and the colors of the Ilessc. 
Darmstadt regiment, to be laid at the feet of II. R. H. the Prince Re- 
gent. The French battalions in tlie garrison had no eagles.* 


Return of the killeth wounded, and missing of tlie army, tie siege and capture of 
Badajoz, from the IRth March to 7th April, 1812, iiiclusire. 



Officers. 

Seijeants. 

R. and F. 

Total loss of officers, 
non - commissioned 
officers, and K. & F. 

Rilled • ■ • ■ • 

72 

51 

912 

1035 

Wounded ...» 

306 

216 

3265 

3787 

Missing 

— 

1 

62 

63 


The Portuguese loss is included in the above numbers. 


To II. R. II. the Commander in Chief. Camp at Badajoz, 7th April, 1812. 

1 have the honor to enclose to your Royal Highness extracts of dis- 
patches to the Sec. of State, containing accounts of the siege and capture 
of Badajoz by the troops under my command. 

In order to give your Royal Highness a clearer idea and a more de- 
tailed account of the last operations, 1 enclose a memorandum, with the 
* Sec Apiieiidix, No. XXL 
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plan of attack, which I gave to the General officers named in it, on the 
4th, in order that they might thoroughly understand it, and examine the 
ground on which they were to act ; and copies of the alterations and ex- 
planations which I made of the different articles up to the evening of 
the 6th. 

I likewise enclose copies of the reports which I have received from the 
several General officers commanding divisions, from the Chief Engineer, 
and from the Commanding officer of the Artillery, from which your Royal 
Ilighness will see in what manner the service was executed, and the 
names of the officers who distinguished themselves. 

To Cul. Turreiis, Military Secretary. Camp at Badajoz, 7th April, 1812. 

1 send by this occasion the accounts of our success before Badajoz ; 
and I have sent to His Royal Highness copies of my instructions for tlie 
attack, and the reports of the several officers commanding divisions, &c., 
on the execution. 

These name officers, and His Royal Highness will judge whether it is 
fit that they should be promoted or noticed. I am particularly anxious 
about Gen, Picton’s aide de camp, Capt. Stovin,* and his A. A. G., Major 
Pakenham,•^• whom he has particularly mentioT^ed to me ; likewise Capt. 
Stuart, of the 95th, the D. A. Q. M. C. of the Light division ; and Major 
Rowan, the A. A. G. with the same ; and Major Broke, J tlie A. Q. M. G. 
with the 4th division. 

Our loss has been very great ; but I send you a letter to Lord Liver- 
pool whicli accounts for it.§ The truth is, that, equipped as we are, the 
British army are not capable of carrying on a regular siege. 

To the Earl of Liveqxx)!. Camp at Badajoz, 7tli April, 1812. 

1 beg leave to recommend to your Lordship to have sent to the Tagus 
4000 barrels of gunpowder. There is but little of that article remaining 
in Badajoz ; and the siege has expended a large proportion of what was 
in Elvas, which must be replaced from the stores at Lisbon. 

Tc die Earl of Liverpool. Camp at Badajoz, 8th April, 1812. 

It gives me great pleasure to inform your Lordship that our numerous 
wounded officers and soldiers are doing well. 

I have had great reason to be satisfied with the attention paid to them 
by Dr. M‘Grigor, the Inspector General of Hospitals, and the medical 
gentlemen under his direction ; and I trust that the loss to the service, 
upon this occasion, will not eventually be great. 

To the Rt. Hou. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Camp at Badajoz, 8th April, 1812. 

1 enclose the copy of a dispatch to the Sec. of State, giving an account 
of the capture of Badajoz by assault 

* Major Gen. Sir F. Stovin, K.C.B. 

f Major Gen. the Hon. Sir H. Pakeiiham, K.C.B. 

t The late Major (pren. Sir C. Broke Vere, K.C.B. 

§ A search, hitherto unsuccessful, has been made for this letter. From the prieii of it 
in the Index of 1812, as well as from documents in the Ordnance office, it appears that 
this letter recommended the formation of a corps of Sappers and Miners ; the want of such 
au establishment with the army being the chief cause of the great loss in the sieges. 
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I beg that you will communicate to the Spanish government such parts 
of this dispatch as you may think proper. And 1 send it by Col. Don 
Josef O’Lawlor, who has for some time been employed with this army, 
very much to my satisfaction, and has been present at all the operations ; 
and can give the government any further details which they may wish to have. 

1 have requested Lieut. Gen. the Marques de Monsalud to come over 
here ; and I propose to give him possession of the place, and all that it 
contains. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Camp at Badajoz, 8th April, 1813. 

I send my dispatch on the fall of Badajoz by Capt. Canning, my aide 
de camp. I had thought of sending it by Lord FitzRoy Somerset, for 
whom I am very anxious to obtain the rank of Lieut. Colonel ; but it 
would really be so inconvenient to me, and to the public service, to be 
without him, that I prefer to trespass upon His Royal Highness’ kindness, 
and to ask him as a favor to promote hiin^ 

I have more than one claim for promotion for my aides de camp, as I 
have not availed myself of all the opportunities of which I might have 
availed myself to send them to England with accounts of important events. 
I hope, therefore, that if His Royal Highness should he favorably disposed 
to grant me this request, you will make it. 

I likewise wish again to draw the notice of His Royal Highness to 
Major Dickson. I am certain that there is not an officer in this army 
who will not admit that he deserves any favor which can be conferred 
upon him. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Camp at Dadajoz, 8th April, 1812. 

I have the pleasure to tell you that we took Badajoz by storm on the 
night of the 6th. Our loss was severe, but it is impossible to perform 
services of this kind without heavy loss. I am in hopes that Bal- 


G. O. Camp before Uadajoz, 8th Apnl, 1612 , at 11 o’clock f.m. 

1. The rolls must be called in camp every hour, and all persons must attend till fur- 
ther orders. 

2. Ihig. Gcii. Power is ordered, and held responsible, that no British or Portuguese sol- 
diers, excepting those belorigiiig to the place, or havhig a passport from a field officer, shall 
go into IJadajaz till further orders. 

3. Tlie Commander of tlie Forces is sorry to learn that tlie brigade in Badajoz, instead 
of licing a protection to the people, plunder them mure than those who stormed the town. 

i. Bug. Gen. Power's brigade are to be put under arms to-morrow morning, at day- 
light, and to continue under arms till further orders. The Brig. General is to send a state 
to head quarters, every 6 hours, of the number of men under arms, in the form of the daily 
morning state. 

5. The ladders in the counterscarp and scarp of the fort are to be taken out of .the ditch 
to-morrow moniliig, at daylight, by fatigue ])arties of Brig. Gen. Power's brigade, and the 
Brig. General will rei)ort when tliis order is obeyed. 

6. The Commander of the Forces calls u]jon the staff officers of the army, and the Com- 
manding and other officers of regiments, to assist him in putting an end to the disgraceful 
scenes of drunkenness and plunder which are going on at Badajoz. 

7. The Provost Marshal of the army, and the assist provosts of the several divisions, are 
to attend there to-morrow at daylight, and tliroughout the day. 

8. Brig. Gen. Power is request*^ to place 50 men, with officers in proporf inn, on guard 
at the gate of Klvas, and another of the same number at the breaches ; and to prevent sol- 
diers ft-om entering the town, or from quitting it with bundles of any d^ription. 

9. British and Portuguese soldiers are forbid to go into Badajoz, and the provosts ore to 
jiunish those they may find there, as lieiiig guilty of disobedience of orders, unless they 
should have a pass signed by a field officer or the Commandiug officer of the regiment. 
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lesteros will likewise get into Seville, and if that should be the case, and 
he destroys eveiy thing as he ought, the French will be done for in 
Andalusia. 

P.S. Capt. Canning was to have taken this, but he is gone without it, 
and I send it by the post. 


To Col. Ausliu. Camp at Badajoz, 9th Apil, 1812, 

1 write to the Conde de Penne Villemur to suggest to him the expe* 
diency of returning to Estrcmadura, and that he should pass by the left of 
the Guadiana. 

In case, however, that he should prefer to pass through the Kingdom 
of Portugal, I beg that you will give him provisions to support his troops 
to Beja, from whence the Commissary Gen. of this army will provide 
for him. 

I enclose the route for the Conde de Penne Villemur, and I beg you to 
fill up the dates and send me a copy of it. 


To His Excellency G. Stuart Camp at Badajoz, 9th April, 1812. 

In answer to Dom M. Forjaz’s note of the 4th inst., enclosed in your 
letter of the 6th, I beg that you will inform that gentleman that 1 refer 
him to my letters on the subject of the regulation for means of transport, 
and to the regulation alone, in which he will sec that every measure which 
I proposed is frittered away to nothing ; that the form and words only 
remain, and the spirit of the measure is taken away. I must observe that 
this is the mode in which the local government of Portugal have acted by 
me for the last 2 years. They are apprehensive of the displeasure of their 
Prince and of the country, if they openly object to what is proposed ; but 
they carry it into execution in such a manner as to deprive it of all chance 
of success. I purpose not to give myself any further trouble about this 
or any other arrangement ; and the local government will act as they may 
think proper. I give them notice, however, first, that they will lose the 
fortress of Elvas, if they don’t take measures to carry up to that place 
the stores which I had provided for the siege of Badajoz, which are now 
at Alca 9 er do Sal ; as, for want of those stores, 1 have been obliged to use 
the stores in Elvas. 2dly ; that they will lose Badajoz, if they don’t 
take measures to provide me with the means of transport to supply that 
place with stores for its defence. 

I beg that this warning may be recollected, and that it may he under 
stood, tiiat from this time forward, I consider myself in no manner respon- 
sible for the safety of either place. 

To the Earl of Liver|K>o] Comp at Badajor, 9th April, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 11th 
Feb., in regard to the relief of 2d battalions of this army. 

As soon as the 2d batt. 4th regt. shall aWive, I shall send away two of the 
2d battalions ordered by His Royal Highness. The 2d batt. 52d is already 
gone, under His Royal Highness’ former orders ; and the 2d battalions of 
th^ 5th, 38th, and 42d regts. shall go as soon as the let battalions of those 
regiments shall arrive. There will then remain tl^e 2d battalions in this 
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country, which His Royal Highness is desirous should quit it, and they 
shall go as soon as 1 shall receive orders to send them ; and 1 beg your 
Lordship will state to what part of the world the several battalions are to 
be sent, when they shall quit this country. 

Your Lordship and His Royal Highness are the best judges of what 
description of troops it is expedient that this army should be composed. 

1 beg leave, however, to submit, that some of the best and most expe- 
rienced soldiers in this army, the most healthy and capable of bearing 
fatigue, are in the 2d battalions. The 2d batts. 53d, Slst, and 66th, for 
instance, are much more efficient, and have always more men for duty in 
proportion to their gross numbers, and fewer sick, than any of the 1st 
battalions recently arrived which had been in Walchcren ; and it is certain 
that this army will not be so strong by the exchange of new for old 
soldiers. 1 have thought it proper to submit this matter to your Lord- 
ship, assuring you at the same time that it is entirely indifferent to me ; 
and that whatever orders 1 shall receive upon the subject will be imme- 
diately obeyed. 

I ordered Gen. Cooke to occupy Tarifa as soon as I received your Lord- 
ship's directions ; but, as the Spanish government had reinforced Gen. 
Ballesteros at my request, and had reduced for that purpose the Spanish 
force at Cadiz, referring, at the same time, to the state of the British 
force at that station, they objected to send a detachment to Tarifa at 
present. As, however, the object for which Gen. Ballesteros was re- 
inforced is accomplished, I conclude that the Spanish troops will be 
recalled to Cadiz ; and 1 have desired Gen. Cooke to obey your Lordship’s 
orders. 

The J.G. to Lieut, Col, Le Memrier^ Governor of Abneeda, 9th April, 1812. 

1 have laid your letter of the 2d inst. before the Commander of the Forces, and 
I am to acquaint you with his Excellency's directions that ^ou immediately send 
back to Castanheira and Celorico any officers and soldiers who may have been 
marched from those stations to Almeida. You are to comply with this order 
without hesitation ; and in future you are not to send any directions to Major 
Cimetiere or Capt. Poppleton, who will invariably receive their orders from head 
quarters. 

To Capt, PopplAoHy Caatanheira, 9th April, 1R12. 

I am directed to acquaint you, upon your letter of the Slst March and enclosure, 
that the Commander of the Forces positively desires you will immediately get back 
the officers and men you have sent to Almeida ; and in future you are to obey the 
orders that are sent to you from head quarters only, and not to attend to any sent 
from Col. Le Mesurier, or any one else. The Commander of the Forces is asto- 
nished that you should have attended to any such communications as those which 
have been mode to you by the Governor of Almeida. His Excellency knows what 
is passing on the frontier of Beira better than Col. Lc Mesurier, and you are only 
to obey such orders as shall be sent to you from head quarters. 

The A,G, to Capt, Stewart, CaeteUo Branco, 9th April, 1812. 

I am to acquaint you, in reply to your letter of the 4th inst., that the Commander 
of the Forces desires that you will obey no orders except such as may be sent to 
you from head quarters ; and I am to observe to you, regarding the movements of 
the enemy, that his Excellency is better acquainted with them than Gen. Le Cor 
or any one else, and any orders that may be necessary, you will invariably rereivo 
from hence. 
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To Major Gen. — . Camp at Badajoe, 10th April, 1812. 

I beg to refer you to my instructions of the 5tb ult. from Freneda, in 
which you will see that, in case the enemy followed your march from 
Ciudad Rodrigo, you were to move gradually, and you were not directed 
to proceed farther than Gastello Branco without further orders. I cannot 
consider movements to be gradual which brought you from Val de Lobos 
to Gastello Branco in 2 days. You have now crossed the Tagus at Villa 
Velha without orders, and you propose to destroy the bridge at that place. 

It does not appear from your letters whether you had or not received 
the order of the Q. M. G. of the 8th inst. to halt at Gastello Branco, or 
to return thither if you had left that place ; and I can’t tell whether you 
will obey that order or not 

If, upon the receipt of this letter, you have no positive intelligence that 
the enemy are actually in Gastello Branco, you will march there, and act 
according to the order contained in the letter from the Q. M. G. of the 
8th inst. 

You are not to interfere in any manner with the bridge at Villa Velha. 
I send an officer there to take up the bridge if it should be necessary, and 
to remove the boats to a station below Villa Velha on this side of the 
Tagus, from which they can afterwards be moved up again, and formed 
into a bridge for the service of the army. 

The troops will move in the morning. 


To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Camp at Badajo*, lOlh April, 1812. 

In my last letters I omitted to recommend to His Royal Highness* 
favor Gapt. Nicliolas of the Engineers, because he is so desperately 
wounded that 1 thouglit it impossible he could live, hut I understand that 
he is likely to do well and it is but justice to him to make known his 
merits to His Royal Highness. 

Lieut. Gol. Fletcher has likewise requested me to recommend Gapt, 
Ellicombe of the Engineers. 

P.S. It would be very desirable to get back to their duty in this countiy 
all the officers absent in England for various causes. I have really more 
to do than I can manage. 

To Lieut (Jen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Camp before Badajoz, 11th April, 1812. 

1 heard yesterday evening that some of Marmont’s troops had crossed 
the Goa, and had appeared on this side of Sabugal on the 8th ; it is even 
said that they were that night at Penamacor. It is therefore necessary that 
I should return to that side of the Tagus, and I have put some of the troops 
in motion this day. 

It is desirable that Gen. Long’s brigade should move forward to Villa 
Franca and Zafra, having posts of observation at Llera, Usagre, and Bien- 
venida, in order to relieve Gen. Anson’s^brigade, which are following and 
observing the enemy. Major Gen. Long must take care not to engage 
himself in any affair of consequence, but must fall back upon you in case 
of^necessity. 


* He died of hii wounds. 
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You will judge of the best place to put your corps in to fulfil the fol- 
lowing objects, for the present. My own opinion is, that your infantry 
should be in Almendralejo, Azauchal, &c., and your light cavalry as 
above pointed out, and your Portuguese cavalry on the north side of 
the Guadiana ; I propose, besides, to attach a brigade of heavy cavalry 
to Sir W. Erskine’s division, which should be in the best situation for 
forage, &c. 

My wish is to put Badajoz in a state of defence again as soon as possible, 
and Lieut. Col. Fletcher is setting to work upon it, and that you should 
cover the place with your corps while the work will be going on. Either 
Gen. Spry’s or Gen. Power’s brigade, and the 22d Portuguese regt., 
will be in the place as a garrison, and to work upon it, till Peime Villemur 
and Morillo shall return from the Condado ; and two companies of Portu- 
guese and one of British artillery to set the ordnance, &c., to rights. 

Of course, if the enemy should attempt to play tricks with small corps, 
you will fall upon them : if they should advance in force, 1 recommend 
to you to occupy the place with the 3 regiments above mentioned, and 
with your corps to occupy the position of St» Engracia, having your right 
protected by the redoubt Mon Coeur, or the French redoubt, which we 
re-established during the siege. You might have the ground looked at 
to see where you could place your left with advantage, and where it would 
be expedient to throw up works to enable you to defend the ground more 
easily ; you might also have the ground opened to see how it would work, 
in order to determine whether it would be necessary to construct such 
works beforehand ; and if it should not be necessary, it would always be 
an advantage to delay them to the last moment. 

As it appears that it would be impossible for the enemy to assemble 
so large a corps in this country as to distress you in that position, with- 
out my having previous knowledge of their intention • and considering 
tliat you would be surrounded by strong places, and would have the 
choice of the use of either side of the river for your communications, 1 
should wish that that position should be considered as one to be main- 
tained, unless the enemy should be in such strength as to render the main- 
taining it very uncertain. When Morillo and Penne Villemur shall arrive, 
the Spaniards will give the garrison of the fort ; and Gen. Spry’s brigade, 
and the 22d regt., might remove to Elvas, if not wanted for work, or 
encamp near the fort, if required for work by Lieut. Col. Fletcher. 

I think also, that when you are in your position at Almendralejo, &c., 
it might be expedient to encamp one British brigade at Badajoz, on the 
dry ground near the breach, in order to assist in the work. 

I leave in Badajoz camp equipage for 14,000 men, of which you will 
make such use as you please. 

Let me have as soon as you can, returns of the number of masons, 
bricklayers, carpenters, sawyers, wheelwrights, miners, and smiths in each 
of the regiments, British and Portuguese, in the 2d and Gen. Hamilton’s 
divisions. 

I am going into Badajoz this day, and I shall set out for Portalegre, 
either the day after to-morrow, or the next day, according to the intelli- 
gence which I shall receive from Gastello Branco. 
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To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Welleiley, K.B. Badajox, 11th April, 1813. 

On the morning that Badajoz fell, I desired Gen. Alava to write to the 
Conde de Penne Villemur, to acquaint him with that event and to desire 
him to communicate it to Gen. Ballesteros. I likewise desired that the 
Conde de Penne Villemur might he prepared to march again into this 
province ; a measure which I have since suggested to him in a letter which 
I wrote to him on tlie 8th inst. ; and I requested that the Conde de Penne 
Villemur would apprise Gen. Ballesteros of my opinion, that it was pro- 
bable that the enemy would return into Andalusia immediately ; and of 
the fact that, owing to the state of affairs on the frontiers of Castille, it 
was out of my power to follow them into that kingdom. The enemy 
have since acted as 1 supposed. They had collected about 30,000 men at, 
and in the neighbourhood of Villa Franca, on the 8th inst. ; and they 
retired on the 9th, as soon as they heard of the fall of Badajoz. 

You have been informed of the causes which render necessary my 
return to the frontiers of Castille. The enemy have not only blockaded 
Ciudad Rodrigo, but they have moved some troops into Lower Beira. A 
small force could get the better of the latter ; but I shall not be able to 
relieve Ciudad Rodrigo without taking with me such a proportion of the 
army as would leave too small a force for the expedition into Andalusia ; 
to which I have to add, that I must collect a body of troops near this place 
to protect it till the breaclies in its works shall be repaired, and to aid in 
the repair of the breaches. I don’t think it probable that I shall have 
another opportunity of relieving the Andalusias from the enemy, by the 
most certain mode, the movement of a superior body of troops into that 
kingdom ; but I am convinced that tlie Regency will see the impossi- 
bility of attempting it at the present moment, and the causes which have 
led to that impossibility. 

If Ciudad Rodrigo had been provisioned as I had a right to expect, 
there was nothing to prevent me from marching to Seville at the head of 
40,000 men, the moment the siege of Badajoz was concluded. If I were 
to march there under existing circumstances, the formidable position 
which I have acquired with so many sacrifices would undoubtedly be lost, 
and, with that position, all the objects of the expedition into Andalusia. 
It remains then to be seen what is to be done under existing circumstances. 

1st; I request you to inform the Regency, that it is absolutely neces- 
sary that a garrison should be provided for Badajoz without loss of time. 
I understand that the regiments of Zamora^ HI Bey^ Navarra^ and the 
battalion del General^ now called of Cadiz^ belonging to the 5tli army, 
taken to Cadiz last year by the Capt. Gen. Blake, are still at that place ; 
and it is desirable that they, and a body of 300 artillerymen, should be sent 
round to Setuval without loss of time, to become the foundation of the 
garrison, which should consist of 5000 men. It is quite impossible for 
me to furnish any part of the garrison ; and the place must be destroyed 
if the Spanish government will not garrison it. 

2dly ; It is^desirable that Gen. Ballesteros should keep himself in safety, 
under Gibraltar, &c. ; but should be prepared to advance upon Seville, in 
* case the enemy should move into this province in strength in order to 
attack Badajoz. 
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3dly ; It is absolutely necessary that the Conde de Penne Villemur 
and Gen. Morillo should return into Estremadura, as well as the garrison 
for Badajoz ; as otherwise you will observe that there are no troops in this 
province to re-establish the authority of the government. 

But these measures will not be sufficient ; as it may be depended upon, 
that, notwithstanding all that I shall do to weaken the enemy as much as 
may be in my power; they will collect their forces when the harvest will 
be on the ground, and they will be certain of subsistence for their army, 
in order to remove the inconveniences which they will feel from our early 
successes ; and it must he expected that they will be too strong for me. 
Under tliese circumstances it is most desirable that some diversion 
should, if possible, be made in my favor on the Eastern coast. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have lately received from the 
Sec. of State, enclosing one from Lord W. Bentinck, of the 25th Jan. ; 
and the answer of the Earl of Liverpool, and my opinion on the proposed 
plan of oj)erations on the eastern coast of Spain, in a letter to Lord W. 
Bentinck of tlie 24th March. 

Since I wrote that letter, Lord F. Bentinck has arrived here with other 
letters from Lord W. Bentinck and Adm. Sir E. Pellew, of which I en- 
close copies. 

I propose to urge Lord W. Bentinck in the strongest manner to under- 
take the ex})edition to the coast of Catalonia. I am about to send my 
battering train of artillery to Gibraltar, to be put in order for him ; and 
early in the month of June I will likewise send there British and Portu- 
guese artillerymen, engineer officers, and such other assistance of every 
description as I can afford him. But I still fear that he will be too 
weak to undertake even the smaller object of the two recommended 
to his attention, and I have not the means of reinforcing him. I beg 
leave, therefore, to suggest to you the expediency of proposing to the 
Regency : 

4thly ; That 3000 men of Gen. Roche’s division at Alicante, and 3000 
men of Gen. Whittingham’s division at Majorca, should be prepared to 
be embarked early in June, in order to join and co-operate on the Eastern 
coast with the troops under Lord W. Bentinck, whicli will come from 
Sicily. If the Spanish government will consent to this proposal, I will 
take care that transports shall be at Alicante and in Majorca early in 
June, to take these troops to their destination. 

Lord F. Bentinck will return to Sicily in a few days, and I will desire 
him to go to Cadiz to receive from you the decision of the government 
on this proposition, in order that he may carry to Lord W. Bentinck the 
fullest information regarding the assistance to his operations which he 
may expect in the Peninsula. 

If Lord W. Bentinck should be made sufficiently strong, it is probable 
that we shall succeed in opening a communication between the fleet and 
the patriots in Catalonia, and the war will revive in that principality, and 
there is a chance of recovering Valencia. At all events, a diversion of 
the enemy’s force must be created for my operations ; without which 1 
shall have upon me the *‘Armk de Portugal^ the armies of the south and 
centre, and that of Suchet. 
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Vm A.Q. U Dr. M*Qrig9r^ Imptetor t/hotptiab. 1 Ith April, 1812. 

Upon producing a otatement of the ^reat inconvenience the hospital at Badajoz 
labored under from not having a resident Commissar}*, the Commander of the 
Forces was pleased to direct that immediate measures should be taken to remove 
the hospital from that place, and directed that the statement of ■ ■, Purveyor 
to the Forces, should be referred to the Commissary Gen., which has been done 
accordingly. You will have the goodness to communicate with the Commissary 
Gen. on this head. 

I gave the necessary orders relative to the bearers and orderly men, and that 
accounts of necessaries should be sent with the sick and wounded to the hospitals, 
iwreeably to the G.O. of the army ; hut it is not to be expected, at this moment, 
that tills order can be strictly complied with. 


To Gen. Victoria. Elvas, 13th April, 1812. 

It is desirable that you should take measures to have brought into the 
fort, and lodged in the stores at Elvas, the shot and other military stores 
now at the flying bridge. 

Major Dickson will communicate with you upon this subject. I shall 
likewise be much obliged to you if you will take measures to have taken 
out of tlie water, placed upon their carriages, and drawn into EWas, the 
5 boats now formed into the 2 flying bridges, with all the materials be- 
longing to them. 

There are in Badajoz 15 pontoons, which the government has given to 
me ; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will make arrange- 
ments to have them drawn into Elvas ; each pontoon will require 6 bul- 
locks to draw it, but it will not be necessary to draw tlie whole at once. 
Col. Fletcher will communicate with you on these two last subjects. 


To the Rt. Hoii.Sir H. Wollcaley, K.B. Portalegre, IStli April, 1812. 

This letter will be delivered to you by Prince Reuss, an Austrian 
officer, who is desirous of entering the Spanish service ; and as his cha- 
racter is well known to Sir T. Graham, who speaks of him in the highest 
terms, I beg leave to recommend him to your notice, and 1 trust that you 
will be good enough to forward his views as much as may be in your 
power. 


To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Niza, 15th April, 1812. 

I enclose a letter and its enclosures from the Sec. of State, which 1 beg 
you to peruse and return to me, and to let me have your opinion on the 
plan proposed. 


G. O. Ni 71, 15th Apiil. 1S12. 

1. The Commander of the Forces ol)8crvc8 that Iheie are several carts on the march 
loaded with private baggage, and other article which ought not to be so cariud ; to which 
subject he calls the attention of General officers coinmtinding brigades and divisions. He 
likewise observes that the carts are very much overloaded, in consequence of which several 
are broken. He begs that the knafisacks of the soldiers may be inspected, and all articles 
not necessary for a soldier may be destroyed. ^ 

2. When troops in the same or neighbouring cantonments, or in the same column, are to 
separate on the march, the officer c.immaiidiiig each jiart of the column which separates 
should leave a steady non-commissioned officer at the point of separation, in order to dnect 
the baggage of the troops to follow by the right road. 

*5. Major Gen. Peacocke is requested to put Lieut. — ~, of the — legt, in arrest, for being 
aliseiit from his regiment without leave ; and to send him to the he^ quarters of the — 
division of the army. ' 
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I Uiink we shall get some money, or, at all events, pay some debts, by 
this scheme. 

To Major Gan. — — . Nii^, 16th April, 1813. 

I received last night your letter of the 13th, and this day that of 
the 14 th. 

I will hereafter reply to that part of the first which refers to your justi- 
fication of your own conduct, confining myself now to telling you that it 
is by no means satisfactory ; and that you have disobeyed my instructions 
in three instances, in all of which tliey were clear. 1 have also to observe, 
that if you had obeyed them, the enemy would, probably, never have 
passed the Coa. 

To Vice Adxn. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Nizn, 15lh April, 1612. 

1 Lave in contemplation a plan for the attack of some of the fortresses 
on the eastern coast of Spain, by the forces from Sicily under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, to be aided by 3000 Spanish 
troops to be brought from Alicante, and 3000 Spanish troops to be brought 
from Majorca. It will be necessary, however, that transports should go 
from hence to convey the Spanish troops to the coast of Catalonia, and 
that they should be at Alicante and Majorca early in June. I shall be 
very much obliged to you if you will let me know whether it will be 
convenient to you to send them at tha time 

It is necessary, however, that I sliould first point out to you the prin- 
cipal other services for which transports may be required in the mean 
time. The principal of these appears to me to be to take home to Eng- 
land the garrison of Badajoz, consisting of between 4000 and 5000 men. 
We have likewise, 1 believe, from 500 to 800 invalids, who ought to go 
home. I don’t exactly know what is the state of the ticir ^port tonnage in 
the Tagus (including troop men of war) at the present moment. If you 
have suflBcient to send home the French prisoners, without touching upon 
the troop men of war, it would be best to reserve these last for the service 
on the eastern coast. If you have not suflicient to send away the pri- 
soners without employing the troop men of war on tliis service, it would 
probably be best to send away the prisoners without loss of time, and to 
order the troop men of war to return to the Tagus as soon as they shall 
have landed the prisoners in England, and then to send them oiF to Ali- 
cante and Majorca as soon as they shall return. I merely suggest this for 
your consideration. All 1 want is to send the prisoners away, and to have 
tonnage for 6000 men at Alicante and Majorca (troop ships of War, if 
possible) in the beginning of June, and you know best how to provide for 
the service. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. Niza, 15th April, 1812. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 18th March, enclosing 
the Order in Council of the 4th March, relative to the residence of the 
partners of British commercial houses in parts of Spain occupied by the 
enemy. 

1 am much afraid that the effect of this Order in Council, if the British 
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troops should ever enter into the heart of Spain, will be to afford the 
protection of the British government to Spanish and British subjects who 
have everted themselves to support the usurpation of the enemy, and have 
done more to establish the enemy’s government in Spain than any other 
description of persons. 1 know some who come under this character. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Nlza, 15th April, 1812. 

I h&ve the honor to enclose the copy of a letter from the Prince Regent 
of Portugal, by which I learn that His Royal Highness has been pleased 
to create me Marquez de Torres Vedras. 

I shall be much obliged to your Lordship if you will lay this letter 
before H. R. H. the Prince Regent, and request His Royal Highness’ per- 
mission for me to accept the honor conferred upon me by H. R. H. the 
Prince Regent of Portugal. 

To Cul. Torreni, Military Secretary. Niza, 15th April, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from Gen. H. Clinton (in which he proposes a levy of 
men of inferior size and strength, to perform certain duties, for which men 
are now necessarily taken from the ranks), because I think it proper that 
every plan of this description should come under the view of the Com- 
mander in Chief, particularly when it proceeds from a respectable officer ; 
but I acknowledge that I don’t think the plan would have the effect ex- 
pected from it. 

1st; 1 don’t think that the men to be formed into these battalions would 
be very trustworthy. If they should not be so, the medical gentlemen 
will not like to use them as orderlies in the hospitals, nor the captains of 
companies, nor others entitled to hitmen, be induced to trust them in 
that capacity. It will not be easy to prevent soldiers in the regular regi- 
ments from being so employed. 

2dly ; I am afraid that, with all our care, we have at this moment, in 
every regiment, men of the description mentioned by Gen. Clinton. 
Sometimes they are employed as hitmen and orderlies, but generally they 
are too weak even for these duties. Surely, if we have men of that de- 
scription in all the regiments, there is no use in raising entire battalions 
of them. 

3dly ; We have no escorts with convalescents, nor with commissariat 
stores, and very rarely with sick going to hospitals. The convalescents 
coming up to the army are the guards for the treasure sent at the same 
time. Here, therefore, there would be no saving of men. The cattle 
guards require at times the strongest and most active men in the regL 
ments. These men are frequently out at night, and their marches are 
always more fatiguing than those of the other soldiers. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Niza, 16th April, 1612. 

It is really necessary to attend to the orders from England which I have 
transmitted to you, for the relief of the garrison of Tarifa. 

I conclude Jthat the Spanish government will now bring back to Cad Iz 
part of Gen. Ballesteros’ corps ; but, whether they do or not, you must 
send the troops to Tarifa according to my direction ; and I beg to have, 
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OS soon as possible, an account of the state of the works there, and of the 
position which you propose should be taken up and defended. 


To Major Gen. Cooke. Niza, I6th Apiil, 1812. 

Since I wrote to you this morning I have received your letter of the 
6th inst. 

The Commanding ofBcer at Tarifa is to continue to receive 10^. per diem. 
1 beg tliat you will apply to Lieut. Gen. Campbell, to leave Capt. Vava- 
sour, of the Engineers, at Tatifa. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Giaham, KB. Niza, IGtli Apiil, 1812, 1) p M, 

I enclose intelligence received from the north and from Brito. It 
appears that Marmont came to Sabugal, and I conclude that Uie river and 
our advance will induce the whole to retire again. 1 have not heard from 

Gen. this day. If Marmont retires, and I can get tlie convoy into 

Ciudad Rodrigo, I am still inclined to try my original plan, and in this 
case I shall halt the army. 


To Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentmck. Nizn, Ibili April, 1812. 

I received on the 7th ^our letter of the 23d Feb., which you had sent 
by your brother ; and I refer you to one which I wrote to you on the 
24th March, for my opinion on the plan proposed by your Lordship to 
tlie Sec. of State in your letter of the 25th Jan., and agreed to by the Sec. 
of State in his dispatch to you of the 4th March. Since 1 wrote to you 
on the 24th March, 1 have had further reason to believe that a diversion on 
the Eastern coast will be highly useful during the present campaign, and 
I hope that you will have it in your power to carry y )u? proposition into 
execution. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have written to my brother,* in 
which you will sec the state of affairs here, and the measures which I 
have recommended should be adopted in order to add to the strength of 
your corps. 

I besides propose sending to Gibraltar, to join you eventually, some 
British and Portuguese artillerymen, some officers of engineers, and arti- 
ficers, who may be of use to you. 1 shall likewise send there a battering 
train on travelling carriages, which has lately come from England for my 
use, consisting of twelve 24 pounders; six 18 pounders; and twenty 12 
pounders; and 30 travelling carriages for 24 pounders, for which 'I shall 
request Gen. Campbell to have guns, &c., fitted. You will find these 
carriages much more manageable in trenches and batteries than those 
which would be furnished from the ships. 1 liope also to send some 
mortars and howitzers. 

In respect to time, the period in which your operations would be of 
most use there, would be in the months of June, July, and August ; say 
from the 3d week in June to the 2d week in September : this is the 
period during which the harvest is on the ground, and we may be certain 
that the French will collect their armies in one body. All the prepara- 
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tions, therefore, which depend upon me shall be made, and every thing at 
its place early in June. 

I have recommended to Lord Frederick to return to you, and to take 
from Cadiz accounts of what you may expect. 

In consequence of my letter to my brother of the 11th you will of 
course have to send to Gibraltar, Alicante, and Majorca, to collect the 
troops and equipments destined to co-operate with you, and for your use. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Niza, 16th April, 1812. 

I enclose Sir T. Graham’s opinion on the spherical case shot. Since I 
wrote to you last upon the subject, I have h^ opportunities of hearing 
accounts of the effects of this description of shot on the garrison during 
the siege of Badajoz. Several wounded in the hospital have declared that 
they were wounded by these shots ; and I learn from a person who was 
in the town during the siege, and had opportunities of hearing the French 
officers talk, that this description of shot had great effect, and that it was 
quite impossible to keep the men at their guns or at work when they 
were fired. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Niza, 16th April, 1612. 

Marshal Soult collected his army at Villa Franca in Estremadura on 
the 8th inst., and, having there heard of the fall of Badajoz, he retired 
before daylight on the 9th towards the frontiers of Andalusia. Lieut. 
Gen. Sir T. Graham directed Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton to follow their 
rear with the cavalry, and he attacked and defeated the French cavalry at 
Villa Garcia, with Major Gen. Le Merchant’s and Major Gen. Anson’s 
brigades, the latter under the command of Lieut. Col. the Hon. F, Pon- 
sonby, on the morning of the 11th inst. 

I have the honor to enclose Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham’s letter, enclos- 
ing Sir S. Cotton’s report,* and the return of killed and wounded on this 


• Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B., to Gen. the Earl of Wellington, K B. 

Marta, 12th April, 1812. 

I have the honor to transmit to your Lordship the enclosed report of Lieut. 
Gen. Sir S. Cotton, giving the detail of a very brilliant and successful attack 
against the enemy’s rear guard. It must be unnecessary for me to call your 
Lordship's attention to the distinguished ability with which the Lieut. General 
planned and conducted this enteiprise, so admirably seconded by the gallantry 
and judgment of Major Gen. Le Merchant and Col. the Hon. F. Ponsonby, as 
well as by the great exertion of the ofiicers and men of the 2 brigades employed 
on this service. 

Lieut. Gkn. Sir S. Cotton, Bert., K.B., to Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. 

Villa Garcia, lltb April, 1812. 

I have the honor to report to you that, havinp^ received information last night 
of the cavalry of Gen. Drouet's corns (amounting to 2500} being encamped be- 
tween Usagre and this ^ace, I ordered idajor Gen. Anson’s (commanded by 
Lieut. Col. the Hon. F. Ponsonby) and Mmor Gen. Le Marchant’s brigades to 
move in the course of the night from Villa Franca and Los Santos, so as to arrive 
before day break, the former at Usagre, the latter at Bienvenida, determining to 
fttack the enemy with Gen. Anson’s brigade in front, whilst Major Gen. Le Mar- 
chant’s, by a flank movement from Bienvenida, shoi^d cut off his retreat upon 
Llerena. The ndvanced guard of Major Gen. Ansoi^’s brigade drove in the 
enemy's piquets from near Usagre 2 hours sooner than 1 had utended, and Gen. 
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occasion ; and I have only to add my commendation of the conduct of 
Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Major Gen. Le Merchant, and the officers and 
troops under their command. The enemy retired on that day from Llerena, 
and since entirely from the province of Estremadura. 

I have not yet heard whether Gen. Ballesteros had entered Seville. The 
Conde de PenneVillemur, with a detachment of the army which had been 


Le Marchant's brigade had not time to get into the rear of the enemy, who fell 
back, upon the alarm being given, a sufficient distance to becure his retreat upon 
Llerena. 

Lieut. Col. Ponsonby followed the enemy soon after day-break through Villa 
Garcia, and was skirmishing with him when Gen. Le Marcliant*s brigade arrived 
on the other side of the heights between the Llerena road and Bienvenida : 1 
desired Col. Ponsonby would show only 3 squadrons, and endeavor to amuse the 
enemy iii front, until Major Gen. Le Marchant’s brigade (which 1 had sent Col. 
Elley to conduct under cover of the heights) was prepared to attack tlie enemy in 
flank : this succeeded admirably ; and the enemy, being vigorously attacked, at 
the same moment, in front and flank, retired in the greatest confusion and disorder. 
I pursued him with Major Gen. Anson's brigade, and one regiment of Major Gen. 
Le Marchant's (the 5th dragoon guards), supported by the 3d and 4th dragoons, 
to near Llerena, a distance of 4 miles, during which the enemy’s Ions in killed wras 
very considerable ; and about 150 prisoners, including a Lieutenant Colonel, 2 
Captains, and one Lieutenant, with about 130 horst^s, were brought oil' the fleld. 

The enemy’s cavalry formed on the right, and in rear of 7 guns, and be- 
tween 8000 and 10,000 infantry, which had taken up a position on the left of and 
close to the town. The whole soon afterwards retired upon Berlanga and Asuaga, 
to the former of which places my patroles followed them. 

1 cannot say too much in praise of the gallantry and regularity of the 4 regi- 
ments which attacked and pursued the enemy, nor could any thing have exceeded 
the steadiness and good discipline displayed by the 3d and 4th dragoons (com- 
manded by Major Clowes and Col. Lora £. Somerset), wl'o supported them. 1 
have to recommend strongly to your notice Major Gen. Ta* M archant and Lieut. 
Col. the Hon. F. Ponsonby, who commanded the 2 brigades with so much gal- 
lantry and judgment; and 1 have great pleasure in assunng you of the good con- 
duct of Lieut. Col. Hervey, conimaiidiiig 14th light dragoons ; Major Prescott, 
commanding 5th dragoon guards; Capt. Dickens, cominanding 12tli liglit dra- 
goons ; Capt. Murray, commanding IGth light dragoons; and Major the Hon. C. 
Cocks, commanding detachments of the 12th and 11th light dragoons. 

To Lieut. Col. Elley, my A.A.G., 1 am much indebted for the very great assist- 
ance w'hich 1 derived from him, particularly in conducting my right column to 
the point of attack. I beg also to recommend to your notice Capt. White, my 
D.A.Q.M.G., and Cant. Baron Deckeii. 

lleiewith 1 send a list of the killed and wounded, which 1 am happy to find is 
not great, considering the very superior force of the enemy. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of tiie first cavalry division of the army, in an 
affair with the enemy's rear guaid, near Llerena, on the 11th April, 1812. 



Officers. 

Seijeants. 

R. and F. 

Horses. 

Total loss of oflirers, 
non - commissioned 
officers, and R. & F. 

Killed 


B 

13 

18 

14 

Wounded 

2 

B 

35 

9 

41 

Missing . . • . . 

B 

B 

2 

1 

2 


2 q 2 
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sent from Estremadura into the Condado dc Niebla, had approached that 
town by the right of the Guadalquivir, and was engaged with the enemy’s 
garrison of Seville, and of the fortified convent on that side of the river, 
on the 5th, and had obliged them to retire within their works. The 
Conde de Pennc Villemur retired on the 10th, according to a suggestion 
made to him by me, in consequence of the fall of Badajoz, and tlie cer- 
tainty that I had that Marshal Soult would return immediately into Anda- 
lusia, without risking an action, which it was not in my power to bring 
him to; and I trust that the Conde de Pcnne Villemur will have com- 
municated to Gen. Ballesteros the intelligence and suggestions which I 
desired might be conveyed to him, and that all is secure in that quarter. 

I have since urged the Conde de Penne Villemur to return into Estre- 
madura. 

Since I wrote to your Lordship on the 7th inst., I have received reports 
of transactions in the neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo only to the 9th. 
The enemy still kept the place blockaded, but had made no attack upon 
it, nor had they repeated tiieir visit to Almeida, having suffered some loss 
in the reconnaissance of that place on the 3d inst. 

It appears that on the 3d inst. the greatest number of the troops in the 
neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo broke up and marched towards Sa- 
bugal, where 1 believe that Marshal Marmont came himself. Major Gen. 

, whom I had kept in front of Ciudad Rodrigo with the Ist 

hussars till the end of March, in order to mask the movement of the army 
into Estremadura, I hope misunderstood, as he disobeyed my instructions 
in every point. He was followed, although at a distance, through Lower 
Beira, by Marshal Marmont’s advanced guard ; and, having quitted Cas- 
tello Branco, contrary to orders, on the 8th inst., the enemy being then 
at Meimoa, 12 leagues distant from him, they moved on, and the advanced 
guard, consisting of 2500 men, of which there were 6 sejuadrons of cavalry, 
entered Castello Branco on the evening of the 1 2th ; Brig. Gen, Le Cor, 
with his brigade of militia, having been obliged to retire upon Samadas, 
when he saw the enemy advance. In the mean time, having heard that 

had crossed the Tagus, I ordered him to cross that river again, 

which he did on the 12th, and the enemy retired from Castello Branco 
before daylight on the morning of the 14th, and Brig. Gen. Le Cor and 
Major Gen. entered the place. 

The enemy have, as usual, in this expedition robbed and murdered the 
inhabitants of the country. But the injury which they have done, as far 
as I can learn, has been confined to these acts of atrocity, all the stores in 
our magazine at Castello Branco, and our hospital there, having been 
removed to this side of the Tagus. 

1 can’t sufficiently applaud the firmness and good conduct of Brig. Gen. 
Le Cor. He remained in Castello Branco till he saw a superior enemy 
advancing upon him, and he then retired in good order no farther than 
was necessary.* If my orders had been obeyed by others as well as by 
Brig. Gen. Le Cor, it is probable that the enemy would never have 
passed the Coa, and certainly would never have ventured so far as Castello 
Branco. 

As soon os 1 beard of Soult’s retreat from Villa I'ranca, I put the army 
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in motion towards Castille. Tlie advanced guard has arrived at Gastello 
Branco this day, and 1 shall go there myself to-morrow. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill remains with the 2d division of infantiy, and 
Lieut. Gen. Hamilton’s Portuguese division of infantry, and Lieut Gen. 
Sir W. Erskine’s division of cavalry, consisting of 2 brigades of British 
and one of Portuguese cavalry, in Estremadura; and I have placed the 
regiments of Portuguese infantry which were in Elvas and Abrantea for 
the present in Badajoz, in order to repair the works and to garrison the 
place for a short time, till the Spanish government can provide a garrison 
for it. 

I have heard of no movement in the north. 


77t^ A,G. to Dr, M^GrigoPy Intpector ^ hospUaht, 16th April, 1812. 

1 am directed by the Commander of the Forces to request that you would con- 
s’der of the best method of accommodating the sick to move from Castellu Branco. 
It appears to his Excellency that either Alter do Chao or Abrantes would bebt 
answer the purpose; and when you have decided, as his Excellency marches 
to-morrow, you will have the goodness to communicate direct with Cant. Stewart, 
Commandant of Gastello Branco, at Niza, where the hospital estahlishmcnt of 
Gastello Branco is at present. 

Your letter lelative to the Portugue'^e medical officers taking charge of the 
French sick and wounded at Badajoz, has been referred by the Commander of the 
Forces to Marshal Berestord, and the resignation of hospital mate to the 
Military Secretary. 

To Brig. Gen. Sir N. Trant. Costello Branco, 17th April, 1812. 

1 arrived here about 2 hours ago. Marshal Beresford received your 
letter of the 13th upon the road; and I received that of the 12th from 
Gen. Bacellar this morning. 

We shall move on as soon as the troops come up. It would appear that 
the French are collecting more force upon the Agueda and Coa. You 
should take care of yourselves on Guarda, if they should collect 2 divi- 
sions at or in the neighbourhood of Sabugal, Guarda is the most 
treacherous position in the country, although very necessary to hold. I 
should prefer to see an advanced guard upon it, and the main body on the 
Mondego behind. 

Have you used my magazine at Celorico ? I enclose a letter for the 
Commissary there, and one for Don Carlos de Espana. Pray forward 
both ; the former is to order forward fresh supplies to Celorico. 

Show this letter to Gen. Bacellar ; I don’t write to him, as I have no 
Portuguese with me. 

To Major Gen. — — . Coatello Branco, 18tb April, 1812. 

In consequence of your letter of the 13th inst. 1 think it proper to ex- 
plain to you in what way you disobeyed my orders. 

The orders of the 5th March provided for two possible events, when 
the enemy should discover that the allied army had marched from the 
frontiers of Castille. Ist; that of the enemy moving to the southward' 
2dly ; that of the enemy passing the Agueda. 

In case the enemy should make the movement first mentioned, you 
were to march with the 1st hussars, by easy marches, through Lower 
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Beira; to cross the Tagus at Villa Velha, and to proceed to Elvas. In 
case the enemy should cross the Agueda, you were to fall back gradually 
through Lower Beira to Gastello Branco. 

The instructions of the 5th March, besides, contain an injunction to 
you not to allow yourself to be diverted from what they contained by the 
operations of Gen. Bacellar, or of Don Carlos de Espaiia, but you were 
desired ‘ not to be in a hurry, and to give them your countenance as far 
as might be in your power ; and to tell them that you were left in the 
front for a particular object, and that you had positive instructions for 
your conduct in the event of the occurrence of the enemy’s movement to 
the Agueda.* 

I afterwards wrote to you on the 26th and 27th March, to acquaint you 
that Don Carlos de Espaha had informed me that he expected to be able 
to introduce a convoy into Ciudad Rodrigo on the 30th, and to request 
you ‘ to endeavor to have those provisions introduced into the place ;* and 
you were afterwards to carry into execution my instructions of the 5th 
March. 

I now request you to advert to your conduct under these instructions. 
On the 29th you reported that the enemy were arrived in Tamames, and 
that it was your intention to fall back that evening to Ciudad Rodrigo, 
leaving piquets near Tenebron. On the 30th you wrote from Ituero ; in 
which letter you acknowledged the receipt of one from me, I conclude 
that of the 26th or 27th, as 1 had not written to you before since the 19th. 
The enemy had that day arrived at Guadapero. 

On the 1st April you wrote from Nave, at 9 p.m., that the enemy had 
on the 31st a piquet of 40 cavalry at the ford of the Agueda, between 
Pastures and Zamarra ; and that a regiment of infantry had marched to 
Martiago. You left Ituero that morning, the Ist April, and marched to 
Nave ; and the enemy on the same morning crossed the ford with 2 squa- 
drons and took possession of Pastorcs. The convoy for Ciudad Rodrigo 
was expected on the Ist April, from Aldea del Obispo. I beg leave to 
observe, that if you had assembled the 1st hussars at Pastures on the 30th 
March and Ist April, the Agueda being then scarcely fordable for cavalry, 
and that ford being always the first that is practicable, sending your bag- 
gage, &c., away to Sabugal, you would have kept open the communication 
between Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo, and the convoy would, probably, 
have got into the latter place. At all events, my instructions of the 26th 
and 27tb March would have been obeyed. 

On the 2d April you wrote from Sabugal that the 1st hussars had 
arrived there, and that it was reported the enemy had recrossed the 
Agueda; and on the 3d you marched to Val de Lobos, where you halted 
the 4th ; on the 5th you marched to PedrogaC, and on the 6th to Gastello 
Branco. 

Putting the instructions of the 26th and 27th March out of the ques- 
tion, it is obvious that the case had occurred adverted to in my instruc- 
tions of the 5th March, viz., the enemy had crossed the Agueda ; in which 
case ‘ you were to fall back gradually, taking care not to commit yourself, 
upon Sabugal ; and from Sabugal in the same manner by Penamacor on 
Gastello Branco ;* and 1 would wish you to consider jyhether you did fall 
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back gradually ; whether there was any necessity of any description for 
your quitting Nave on the 2d, or Sabugal on the 3d ; or whether to march 
12 leagues in 2 days through Lower Beira can be deemed, in any sense 
of the word, * falling back gradually.’ In fact, when you wrote on the 
'7th from Gastello Branco, you knew nothing about the enemy; and, 
instead of receiving froln you, as 1 had expected under my instructions of 
the 5th March, a regular daily account of their operations, you knew 
nothing ; and, from the manner in which you made your march, all those 
were driven off the road who might have given me intelligence, and were 
destined to keep up the communication between me and Don Carlos de 
Espaha. 

But this is not all ; you were positively ordered by your instructions 
to go to Gastello Branco, and no farther. The reason for this instruction 
is obvious. Ist; the militia of Lower Beira would have been there in 
the case supposed, and they were there : 2dly ; as soon as 1 should be 
informed of the enemy’s approach to the Goa, it would have been abso- 
lutely necessary for me to assemble a force at Gastello Branco, of which 
the foundation would have been Uie Isi hussars. Yet, notwithstanding 
these orders and the reason for them, you marched from Gastello Branco 
on the 8th, and crossed the Tagus on the 9th. 

Till I received your letter of the Itli April I did not conceive it pos- 
sible that you would have so far disregarded your instructions, otherwise 
1 should certainly have prevented it ; and the consequence of your con- 
duct was, that 1 did not know that the enemy had crossed the Goa till the 
10th iiist. 1 am willing to believe, nay, 1 am certain, that the omission 
to obey my instructions was not intentional, and that it is to be attributed 
to that description of inattention which is too much the practice of the 
service. If the instructions of the 5th March had been l ead with atten- 
tion, and pains had been taken to understand them, and a plan had been 
considered for the mode of executing them, in case of the occurrence of 
the event for which they provided, it is impossible that the mistakes of 
which 1 complain could have occurred. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir T. Graliam, K.B. Gastello Branco^ 18th April, 1812, 10 a.v. 

I enclose the last letters from Gen. Bacellar and Don Garlos de Espaila. 

The enemy were still at Pedrogab yesterday ; but our patrole took a 
courier, who says they intended to retire last night. 

I had at first intended to bring the divisions across the Tagus two at a 
time. But the weather is so bad that it is impossible to bivouac the 
troops, and the cantonments on this side the Tagus will scarcely hold one 
division. I have therefore given the troops a second halt, in order to 
allow the 4th division to follow the 5th across the Tagus. 

I am much afraid that Major Grant is taken. He was at Idanha a 
Nova, and the man taken yesterday says that an officer was taken there 
by one of the enemy’s patroles. 1 have not heard from him since the 
15th. 

75« A,0. to Mqjor Gm, FamUleur, Light dtvitioH, 18th April, 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 14th inst., I am directed by the Commander of the 
Forces to desire that you v.'ould apply to the Commissary of the division for a cart 
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fur each regiment, to carry the arms and knapsacks of the men who fall out from 
sudden illness or fatigue on a march. 

Thf A.O. to Mqjor Gm. H. CampboBf Brigadt of Ouardt, 18th April, 1812. 

1 am desired by the Commander of the Forces to request that you would state 
whether you recommend that the 40 men of the 3d regt. of Guards, who have 
served for 16 years, should he allowed to return to England ; it appearing to his 
Excellency very extraordinary that he should have received no orders upon the 
subject from Ii.li.H. the Commander in Chief, or from the Sec. of State. Tlie 
Commander of the Forces conceives himself responsible, that when officers or 
soldiers are sent to serve in this country, they should not be allowed to go home 
without sufficient cause. 

The application of Mr. to proceed to England is referred to Dr. MKlrigor. 

T^e A.G, to Dr, M^Grigor^ Irupector of hoopitala, 18th April, 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 14th inst., requiring tonnage for men who are 
invalided, or that require to be sent home for their recovery, 1 am directed by the 
Commander of the Forces to inform you that he has lately received very particular 
orders from the Commander in Chief regarding the settlement of accounts of 
soldiers invalided in this country ; and his Excellency requests vou will state 
where the invalided men are, their names, and the regiments to whicn they belong. 

The Commander of the Forces desires that Capt. Stewart, late Commandant at 
Castello Branco, with the other officers attached to that establishment, khould remain 
at Niza, notwithstanding any other disposition should be made of the sick, his 
Excellency wishing to keep the establbnment entire, to be ready for any future 
arrangement. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Castello Branco, 19th April, 1812. 

It is necessary that some attention should be paid to the mowing of 
hay this year, otherwise I think there is great reason to fear that the 
cavalry will be but ill provided with forage during the winter. I believe 
the best places in Alentejo are Portalegre, Alpalhad, Gafete, Niza, Cas- 
tello de Vide, Villa Viejosa, Estremoz, Crato, and all the villages along 
the Sor river. Mr. Routh should take early measures on tliis subject : 
some might be mowed on the left of the Guadiana, near where our bridges 
were, and between Badajoz and Talavera Real; the former stored at 
Elvas, the latter at Badajoz. The mode in which 1 propose to settle this 
matter in this part of the country is to make arrangements with the 
magistrates of the villages to mow and stack the hay, for which they 
should be paid from 40 to 50 reis a truss of from 12 to 15 lbs. The 
magistrates should then be held responsible to produce all the hay for 
cutting and storing for which they should have been paid. 

The best season for cutting is the month of May, so that you see Mr. 
Routh has no time to lose. 1 recommend this arrangement in case of 
accidents, as 1 hope and believe we shall spend the winter out of Por- 
tugal yet. 

To Lieut Gen. Campliell, Gibraltar. Caetello Branco, 19th April, 1812. 

The transports (the names of which are in the margin) have been lately 
sent from England, loaded with heavy ordnance and stores for the use of 
this army, which I no longer require ; and I have received the directions 
of the Sec. of State to send them to Gibraltar, there to wait the directions 
of Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck. I enclose a return of the ordnance 
and stores which these transports contained when they arrived in this 
country ; from which I have directed that 8833 twenty-four pound shut, 
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4416 eightem pound shot, and 11,040 twelve pound shot, including grape 
and case, might be landed at Lisbon. 

It will be very desirable that this shot should be replaced at Gibraltar ; 
and that the quantity for each gun should be 800 rounds of round shot, 
100 rounds of grape, and 100 rounds of case shot. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.D. C^tello Branco, 20th April, 1812, 8 am . 

The enemy have continued to withdraw from this part of the country , 
and our piquets were yesterday in Penamacor; and from the Alpedrinha 
side, in Val de Lobos; and I conclude that this day the whole will be 
across the Coa. The Light division and hussars are this day at S. Miguel 
and PedrogaO; the 3d division and 1 1th at Alpedrinha, &c. The 4th 
and 5th divisions will move to-morrow from hence ; and I shall keep the 
front in movement gradually towards the Coa till the rear shall come up. 

We had an unpleasant report yesterday morning from Coimbra, of the 
llth, that Trant had been defeated on Guards, and his militia dispersed. 
The report was brought to Coimbra by an aiferes of militia, and some 
non-commissioned officers ; the day of the defeat not mentioned. We 
had heard from Trant on the 13th, at night; and there was a possibility 
that the affair had happened on the 14th. Guards being 29 leagues from 
Coimbra, it appeared barely possible that it might have happened on the 
evening of the 15th, as the letter from Coimbra was dated at 9 in the 
morning of the I7lh. 

There are letters in this town from Celorico of the 15th, which don’t 
notice this affair ; and, therefore, it certainly did not happen on the 14th, 
and probably not on the morning of the 15tli ; and yet, if it was not 
then, it is scarcely possible that the aiferes and non-commissioned officers 
could have gone the distance in the time. 

We have lieard from Covilhad to the 17th, and have no accounts of this 
action ; and the Ordenanza are in all parts of the country, and there is no 
report of it among them ; nor any among the prisoners and deserters from 
the enemy, some taken even yesterday. ^ 

I sent an officer from hence on the IGth with letters to Guarda; and 
he would certainly have returned if he had heard of this action ; unless, 
indeed, he has been taken, which is not very probable. A non-commis- 
sioned officer went likewise with letters on the night of the I7th from 
Alpedrinha, and we have no accounts from him. 

Upon the whole I believe that the aiferes and non-commissioned officers 
have taken fright, and run away ; and have spread this report at Coimbra 
as a justification of their own conduct. 

1 am going to Escalhos de Cima this day, to be nearer the advanced 
posts. It is only 2 leagues from hence. 


Ewralhoi de Cima, SUth April, ISIS. 

1. Lieut. , of tlie — , having committed a gross violation of tlie G. O. of tlie 

army, dated 7th Dec. 1811, Noe. 2, 3, and 4, in relation to the Governor of Abrantes, has 
bUn put in anest by hia Kxcellency the Commander of the Forces; but having made on 
apology to tlie Governor of Abrantre and to the Commander of the Forces, and the Go- 
▼anor of Abrantes having requested that no further notice might be taken of his conduct by 
the Commander of the Forces, Lieut. is released from his arrest, and is to return to 
his duty. 
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P.S. I have no accounts from Ciudad Rodrigo since the 11th. 

JEacalhos^ 4 p.m. I enclose a letter from Col. Wilson, from which you 
will see that there was some affair at Guarda on the 14th, though not what 
the alferes reported. It is strange that the person who wrote from Celorico 
on the 1 .5th knew nothing about it. The dragoon who brought this letter 
says that 2 companies of militia were taken prisoners on the Mondego. 

Tu Lieut Col. Fletcher, R.E. Castello Branco^ 20th April, 1812. 

1 received last night your letter of the 16th. 

All the pontoons, and all the boats which are in Badajoz, with their 
baulks, anchors, &c., for which there are carriages, must be sent to Elvas. 
I beg you to speak to the Marques de Monsalud on this subject, and to 
communicate upon it with Gen. Victoria, in order that he may find the 
means of moving these boats. Any boats for which there are not car- 
riages should be floated down the river to Jurumenha. 

I beg that you will tell Gen. Campbell, that if he wants bill hooks, he 
must apply for them to the Portuguese head quarters. No article of any 
description, excepting the pontoons and boats, and what belongs to them, 
must be taken out of the stores at Badajoz. 

A.O, to Mqjor Gen, fV, Anton, 4/A divitton. 20th April, 1R12. 

1 had the honor to lay your letter of the 17th inst., and enclosures, before the 
Commander of the Forces, and 1 am directed by his Excellency to desire that the 

Court of Inquiry held at Castello de Vide on the 16th inst., of which Capt. 

of the 40th regt was president, should be reassembled. The Commander of the 
Forces wishes the attention of the Court should be called to the careless manner 
in which the report is drawn up, the prisoner's name not bein^ mentioned, and 
directs the prisoner should be tried by a Division Court Martial, for unmilitury 
conduct in making away with his ammunition to light his pipe. The Commander 
of the Forces also directs that the officers commanding the company to which he 
belongs should be put under arrest for neglect of duty, in having omitted to 
examine the arms of the prisoner since the 6th April, notwithstanding the G.O. 
of the army, and practice of the service, and the particular G.O. dated the 7th 
April, 1812, No. 2. 

The Commandar of the Forces requests that you will pay particular attention to 
the discipline of the — regt, andT require the Commanding officer to report 
whether the men have their ammunition and arms in good order. 


To Brig. Gen. Sir N. Trant Pedroga5, 2l8t April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 15th, and you will see by mine of 
the 17th, written as soon as 1 knew that your division and that of Gen. 
Wilson were on Guarda, that I expected what happened ; and that I wished 
you to withdraw from that position. In fact troops ought not to be put 
in a strong position in which they can be turned, if they have not an easy 
retreat from it ; and if you advert to that principle in war, and look at 
the position of Guarda, you will agree with me, ^at it is the most trea- 
cherous position in Portugal. 

I can only say that, as Marmont attacked you, I am delighted that you 
have got off so well j which circumstance I attribute to your early decision 
not to hold the position, and to the good dispositions which you made for 
the rdircat from it. As to your plan to surprhe Marmont at Sabugal, you 
did not attempt to put it in execution, and it is useless to say any thing 
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about it 1 would observe, however, upon one of your principles, viz., that 
the magnitude of the object would justify the attempt, that in war, parti- 
cularly in our situation, and with such troops as we, and you in particular, 
command, nothing is so bad as failure and defeat You could not have 
succeeded in that attempt ; and you would have lost your division and that 
of Gen. Wilson. 

1 give you my opinion very freely upon your plans and operations, as 
you have written to me upon them ; begging you at the same time to be- 
lieve that 1 feci for the difficulty of your situation, and that I am perfectly 
satisfied that both you and Gen. Wilson did every thing that officers could 
do under such circumstances ; and that 1 attribute to you the safety of the 
two divisions. 

I shall be at Sabugal to-morrow or the next day ; and 1 hope to see you 
before we shall again be more distant from each other. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Pedrogao, 21st Aiiril, 1812, 3 p.m. 

I enclose letters from Gens. Bacellar and Trant, which will show what 
passed at Guarda on the 14th; and letters from Don Carlos de Espaila to 
the 18th, which will show how matters stand at Ciudad Rodrigo. You will 
see that the enemy have lost their bridge on the Agueda. They have re- 
tired from Sabugal, and I believe are passing the bridge of £1 Villar. 

The Light division and hussars are tliis day at Penamacor and Meimoa ; 
the 3d division and 11th dragoons at Capinha and Bemquerenqa. Our 
patroles have been, 1 believe, in Aldea da Ponte. 

To Lieut. Col. Dickson, R.A. Penamacor, 22d April, 1812. 

1 have received your letter of the 19th. Let me know as soon as pos- 
sible what ordnance and stores there are for the heavy train in the transports 
at Setuval, including those recently arrived from Oporto. 

Let the 921 barrels of powder be sent to Gen. Roso at Lisbon ; and 1 
will settle with Marshal Beresfurd to have 1000 barrels of powder sent 
from thence to Oporto, for the service of the northern garrisons. Let the 
7726 twenty ’four pound shot be likewise sent to Lisbon, and be given 
over to Gen. Rosa. 

1 shall hear from you, of course, when the gun carriages arrive at 
Alcacer. 

To Lieut. Gien. Sir A. Campbell, Kt. Penamacor, 22d April, 1812. 

1 received by the last post your letter of the 24th March. I don’t 
exactly recollect what passed between Sir H. Burrard and me on the occa- 
sion of the reference made to us by you and Col. Darling, on a difference 
respecting an exchange. 1 believe we declined to decide upon the sub- 
ject, and we gave no opinion. Not recollecting what passed, I certainly* 
cannot recollect what opinion 1 formed upon reading the papers. 

1 believe the chief command at the Isle of France is a better situation 


Q, Q, PenunaRor, SSd April, ISIS. 

Lieut. , — > having quitted the liMpital station of Gastello Branco without leaver 

and having returned there in consequence of an order from the Commander of the Forces, 
and having apologised for his conduct, is to return to his duty. 
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for your health than the staff in the East Indies, but I should doubt its 
being better for your pocket. 

You will see that we have been in a hustle^ as Sir David says, here. I 
believe that my patroles will communicate with Ciudad Rodrigo this day. 

To Lieut. Oen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Pcnamacor, 22d April, 1812. 

1 have received your letter of the 18th, regarding Lieut. of the 

— regt. 

There are with the — 6 subalterns less than I have endeavored to keep 

with every battalion in the army; and Lieut. is now the third lieutenant 

in the 2d batt. He has omitted to inform you, however, tliat there are 
3 subalterns belonging to the Ist batt., now doing duty in the 2d batt. ; 
and, under the King’s order, I must detain them till they shall be relieved. 
1 should in like manner be obliged to detain him, even after he should 
become effective in the Ist batt. ; and of course cannot allow him to go to 
that battalion before his seniors, and before he shall belong to it. 

I always feel much concern in being obliged to refuse officers who wish 
to quit the army; indeed it is the most painful duty I have to perform. 
But it must be performed ; otherwise, between those absent on account of 
wounds and sickness, and those absent on account of business or pleasure, 
1 should have no officers left. 


To Llont. Gm. Sir T. Giulum, K.B. Penamaror, 22(1 April, 1812, 5 p.m. 

Our patroles were yesterday in Alfaiates, which town the enemy left at 
9 in the morning, taking the road of Casillas. The patroles were to go 
this day, if possible, to Ciudad Rodrigo. I shall go to-morrow to Sabugal ; 
and if 1 sliould iind the enemy decidedly gone, I shall send orders for every 
body to halt. 

1 enclose letters received from Don Carlos, Ruman, and the Governor 
of Ciudad Rodrigo. Ruman is come here himself. He passed by Uie right 
of the Coa yesterday, after 12 o’clock, as far as Malhada-sorda. 

The Light division are this day in Sabugal ; the hussars at Quadrazacs 
and Soito. 

P.S. 1 hear that the 42d are arrived, and I shall order them to join the 
Ist division. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fenaxnacor, 22d April, 1812. 

I have delayed to answer your letter of the 16th inst., containing one 
from the house of Messrs. Alcock, Bulkeley, and Co., till I shall have an 
opportunity of looking among my papers for the copy of a proclamation 
issued by me in the year 1 809, when 1 settled that the Commissaries should 
draw bills on the Commissary Gen. for supplies furnished by the country ; 
<but, unfortunately, 1 have not been able to find it. 

When the British army first came to tlie Peninsula, nothing could be 
more irregular than the mode in which supplies were taken from the 
country by Commissaries, corps, and even individuals, for which they were 
in the habit of giving irregular vouchers. One of the consequences 
attending this evil was, that it was impossible to settle the accounts of the 
Commissariat, or to pay for those supplies, withoq^ reference to the autho- 
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rity of the Commander in Chief; and I was obliged to examine and con- 
sider every irregular voucher left at any distance of time by any individual, 
and to inquire into all the circumstances attending it, before I could give 
authority that payment should be made for tlie supplies furnished. It fre- 
quently happened that, owing to the lapse of time, the justice of the demand 
could not be satisfactorily proved, and 1 was obliged to refuse sanction to 
the payment of it. 

In order to put an end to these evils, I ordered the officers of the Com- 
missariat to srtth accounts for the supplies which they should receive 
from the country before they should quit the town in which they should 
have received them ; and I issued a proclamation, requiring all those who 
furnished supplies to the army to demand payment for them within one 
month after the period at which the supplies had been furnished, and I 
promised that they should be paid, if ]> 08 sible, in ready money, or, if not 
possible, that the Commissary who had received the supplies should be 
directed to give a bill for their amount on the Commissary Gen. 

This is the origin of the Commissaridt bills to wliich the letter from 
Messrs. Alcock and Bulkeley refers. It was never intended to promise in 
this proclamation that which was impossible, viz., to pay within one month 
for all supplies which this army might receive. That which was intended 
was to settle accounts with those who furnished supplies, and to give those 
persons a document to prove the existence of a debt, without the trouble 
of coming to head quarters, and of being parties to a long investigation 
to prove the justice of their demand. 

A bill was preferred to every other description of acknowledgment of 
the debt, as being the best known to the people of the country, and ns 
pointing out the person to whom they were to look for payment. But 
these bills have never specified periods of payment. 

Accordingly, the practice has been, from tlie year lb09 to this moment, 
to postpone the payment of the Commissariat bills. At times, those drawn 
in payment of one description of supplies are preferred to others ; at other 
times, those drawn for smaller suras are preferred to those drawn for 
larger ; and generally, the bills have been numbered at the Commissary 
Gen.’s office when presented for payment, and have been paid in rotation 
in the register of the numbers. 

But there is one rule which has been invariably followed, both in the 
payment of these bills, and in the payment of demands for supplies fur- 
nished before those bills were in use, and that is, to pay those last who should 
have appeared to have purchased the bills, or tlie right to demand the 
payment, at a depreciated rate. These arrangements, and the practice of 
the Commissariat under them, have been no secret : they are known to 
the world. 

If I am not mistaken, Messrs. Alcock and Bulkeley were apprised, 
when Mr. Kennedy paid similar demands by bills on the Treasury in the 
month of September last, that it would be llie last time he should consent 
to such an arrangement; and I know it is notorious throughout the 
country, and must be well known at Lisbon, that I had, so long ago as the 
year 1809, ordered that those who should purchase up the debts of the 
British army should be paid the last. 
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It is not necessary that T should here enter into a justification of this 
order. Unfortunately, the difficulty of procuring specie renders it im- 
possible to pay in ready money for all the supplies required by the army; 
but, whether I have it or not, I have assumed an authority to decide which 
of the creditors of the army shall be paid last. 

I don’t think I have exercised that authority unjustly in determining 
that those shall be paid last who don’t, themselves, furnish any supplies or 
assistance to aid our exertions, and to forward the just cause in which we 
are engaged ; hut who, on the contrary, do us and their country all the 
mischief of which they are capable, by endeavoring to make money of the 
public difficulties, and to destroy our credit by purchasing our securities 
from the holders of them at a depreciated price. 

It is impossible that this rule can be attended by half the injurious 
effects that must be the consequences of encouraging the purchase of 
these securities ; the least of which must be to raise the price of all com- 
modities throughout the country to more than the amount of the profit 
which these purchasers would choose to make by this traffic. 

I request you to communicate this letter to the Consul General for 
the information of Messrs. Alcock and Bulkeley, and that of the British 
merchants at Lisbon in general. At the same time, I beg that these 
gentlemen may be informed that, as it appears that a considerable time 
has now elapsed since these demands have been due to them, I have 
desired the Commissary Gen. to take an early opportunity of paying 
them. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Penamacor, 22d April, IR12. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 2d inst. I sent you on the 
27 th ult. the copy of the letter which 1 had written to Lord W. Ben thick 
on the 24th March, in consequence of your Lordship’s letter to me of 
the 5th ult. ; and I now enclose another letter which 1 have written to 
him, and one which I have written to Sir H. Wellesley on the operations 
of Lord W. Bentinck, and on the assistance to be given to him by the 
Spanish troops on the eastern coast. 

Your Lordship will observe that I have promised Sir H. Wellesley and 
Lord W. Bentinck, that the transports for the conveyance of the Spanish 
troops from Alicante and Majorca shall be at those places respectively in 
the beginning of June; and having written to Adm. Berkeley a letter, of 
which I enclose a copy, in order to make arrangements for sending the 
troop ships of war preferably on this service, 1 was sorry to find from his 
answer, which 1 received yesterday, that those mentioned in the margin 
are in England, and the Melpomene alone on this station, and now em- 
ployed in the conveyance of the 2d batt. 4th regt. from Ceuta. The 
Admiral tells me that he has written to'^have these ships sent out; which 
1 had hoped would have been kept in this country for the general service ; 
and I hope your Lordship will take measures to have them sent to the 
Tagus as soon as possible after you will receive this letter. 

1 have sent the train which arrived in the Ta^s on the 2d April to 
Gibraltar, to wait the orders of Lord W. Bentin^i^with the exception of 
the round and other shot of the three calibres, which I have directed 
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might be landed at Lisbon ; and I have requested Lieut. Gen. Campbell, 
in a letter of which I enclose a copy, to replace the shot by 800 rounds of 
round, and 100 rounds of each of canister and grape for each gun, from 
the stores of Gibraltar. 1 request your Lordship to enforce this demand, 
if you should approve of it. 

I should have been in Andalusia at this moment, at the head of 40,000 
men, and should have obliged Soult to withdraw from thence, if Don 
Carlos de Espana had acted as I desired him, or as he ought, in respect 
to Ciudad Rodrigo. That place is, however, now safe ; and 1 shall deter- 
mine upon the line of operations which I shall follow during the summer, 
according to the period at which 1 shall have Ciudad Rodrigo fully pro- 
visioned, and according to the intelligence which I shall receive of the 
state of Marmont’s preparations to endeavor to take it by other means 
besides blockade. 

When I say I shall determine upon the line of operations which I shall 
follow, I ought to add, provided I shall have money to follow any plan of 
operations at all. I wrote to your Lordship lately on the subject of the 
money expected at Cadiz in the Standard. That vessel has since arrived 
at Cadiz ; but, in consequence of the disapprobation expressed of Sir H. 
Wellesley’s conduct in appropriating a part of the money received at 
Cadiz from America on a former occasion, I have not thought it proper to 
request him to send me any part of this money. 

The Commissary in Chief and the Treasury have disapproved of my 
sanctioning bargains for importing specie from Gibraltar, for which bills 
were to be granted by the Commissary General at a more disadvantageous 
rate of exchange than the market rate of Lisbon. I have therefore been 
obliged, within these last 3 days, to refuse to give my sanction to an offer 
of 500,000 dollars upon a similar bargain. 1 can scarcely believe that the 
Treasury are aware of the distresses of this army. We owe not less than 
5,000,000 dollars : the troops are 2 months in arrears of their pay ; and J 
have been able to allot only 100,000 dollars to the payment of the Por- 
tuguese subsidy in this month. The Portuguese troops and establishments 
are likewise in the greatest distress ; and it is my opinion, as well as that 
of Marshal Beresford, that we must disband part of the army unless I can 
increase the money payments of the subsidy. The Commissary General 
has this day informed me that he is very apprehensive that he shall not be 
able to make good his engagements for the payment of meat for the 
troops; and if we are obliged to stop that payment, your Lordship will 
do well to prepare to recall the army, as it will be quite impossible to 
carry up salt meat, as well as bread, to the troops, from the sea coast. The 
Treasury cannot expect that I shall take upon myself to sanction measures 
of which they have expressed their positive disapprobation ; and I hope 
that they will have recalled that disapprobation, or that they will have 
adopted some efficient measures to supply this army with specie. From 
this statement your Lordship will observe, that it is not improbable that 
we may not be able to take advantage of the enemy’s comparative weak- 
ness in this campaign fw the want of money, I think it most probable, 
however, as I have explained in my letter of the 11th to my brother, that 
a great effort will be made, by a concentration of the whole of the enemy’s 
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force when the harvest will be on the ground, to weaken the impression 
which our earljr successes have made ; and this is the reason why I am 
anxious for a diversion on the eastern coast. 

When writing upon the disapprobation expressed by the Treasury and 
Commissary in Chief on the measures adopted here, and by my brother, 
to supply us with money, I must likewise inform your Lordship that the 
Commissary in Chief has disapproved of measures which he says have 
been adopted to obtain for the army supplies of different articles of 
stores. I don’t believe those measures have been adopted to the extent 
he supposes by any means. As long as I conceive that what I do is 
approved of by government, 1 am not afraid of any responsibility, and 
1 never will omit any measure which can tend to the success of our 
object ; but it cannot be expected that 1 shall order or sanction what is 
disapproved of by my official superiors. That is entirely inconsistent 
with the principles on which 1 have invariably acted ; more particularly 
as, at the moment they expressed their disapprobation, they must have 
been aware of the necessity there was for the adoption of the measures 
which they disapproved. 

To tlie Karl of LivcqKMil. Sabugal, 23d April, 1812. 

Lieut. Gen. the Marques de Monsalud, who commands in Ebtremadura, 
in the absence of Capt. Gen. Ctistnilos, has requested me to apply to 
government for 8000 suits of clotliing, including shoes, shirts, caps, and 
gaiters, for the Spanish troops destined to be the garrison of Badajoz, of 
tlie same description with that recently sent to Oporto for Don Carlos de 
Espana, with the e.\ce])tion of tlx* caps, which are to be of black felt; and 
400 suits of the same description for artillerymen, and 200 suits of grey 
for pioneers. 

I request that if your Lordship should grant this clothing, it may be 
sent to the Tagus at an early period. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Groliam, K.B. Alfaiatei, 24ih April, 1812. 

I did not write to you last night, as I was by no means certain of the 
enemy’s movement. It appears, however, by the report which I have 
just received, that they have all crossed the Agueda, and are in full retreat 
towards the Tormes. 1 have therefore ordered every thing to halt to- 
morrow ; and I shall send orders regarding the disposition to be adopted, 
while 1 shall bring up supplies for Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida. I am 
in great hopes, however, to be able to carry into execution our southern 
scheme yet. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Alfkiatee, 24di April, 1612. 

Marmont has retired, and I shall immediately get provisions into Ciudad 
Rodrigo. I propose, while this operation shall be going oh, to send some 
of the troops back across the Tagus, and to distribute tlie whole in such a 
manner as that Uiey can be easily subsisted. 1 think that you might avail 
yourself of this opportunity to strike your blow at Almaraz. I think that 
one of your British brigades, and two Portuguese brigades, or one and a 
half British, and one strong Portuguese brigade, wuld do your business 
as to the French in that neighbourhood. 
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All the iron howitzers are now in Elvas, and you might employ, to draw 
6 of them, the mules attached to one of Gen. Hamilton’s brigades of Por- 
tuguese artillery. If Dickson has not got the ammunition carriages pre- 
pared for the brigade of howitzers, which I proposed should be in the 
reserve of the artillery, you might then get mule carts, to carry the 
quantity of shot, and of howitzers and spherical shells, which you might 
think it expedient to take. See Dickson in regard to this equipment, and 
settle the whole with him. You had better take him on the expedition 
with you. The equipment might be prepared at Elvas and miglit join 
you at Truxillo or Jaraicejo by Caceres. Besides the gun equipment, you 
should take with you 6 of our small pontoons, to enable you to make a 
flying bridge if you should require it. The pontoons and bullocks are at 
S. Vicente, near Elvas; Lieut. Piper, of the Engineers, is in charge of 
them, and will do whatever you order him ; each of them should march 
with a double proportion of bullocks. 

Make all your preparations in secret for this expeditif>n. I shall watch 
from hence the course of the enemy’s retreat, and will let you know if it 
should appear to me that you have any thing to fear from any of the 
divisions of the ‘ Armee de Portuyat ’ going near Almaraz. Of course 
you will not march till you shall hear further from me. 

P.S. You should take a regiment of British and one of Portuguese 
cavalry on this service. 


To Dora M. Pereira Foijoz. Alfaiates, 2itli April, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 6th April, enclosing 
one from the Conde de Linharcs, in regard to the reward of Major Das 
Neves, as having first formed the plan of the positions which arc fortified 
in front of Lisbon, and first conceived the idea of the system of defence 
which was adopted. 

It has never been my practice to refrain from givinr^ »]>plause to those 
officers under my command to whom applause is due, or to omit to re- 
commend them to the notice and generosity of their superiors and their 
sovereign ; but I solemnly protest against its being understood that Major 
Das Neves, or Col. Caula, either formed the plan, or conceived the idea 
of the system which was carried into execution for the safety of Lisbon 
under my direction. 1 never saw Major Das Neves in my life, nor Col. 
Caula, till I saw him at Almeida. Your Excellency gave me in 1809 a 
plan of the country in question, and a memoir by Major Das Neves ; I 
am now obliged to declare, tliat when I came to examine the ground, I 
found both so inaccurate, that I could place no reliance upon them ; and 
it is a fact, that having trusted in one instance to the plan and memoir, 
without rcconnaitring the ground, I was obliged to make a second journey 
to Lisbon, in Feb. 1810, and to destroy the works which had been com- 
menced. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Alfaiates, 24th April, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th March, re- 
garding the importation of articles duty free for the British Commissariat. 
It appears to me that there can be no difficulty in the business, by apply- 
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ing to these articles the first article, as proposed in my letter to you of 
the 4th No7. 1610. 

The Commissary Gen. will apply to me that these articles may be im- 
ported duty free, giving me a list of them, which I will sign, and send 
the application to you. These articles will then be admitted duty free, 
and carried to the Commissariat stores, under the responsibility of the 
officers of the Commissariat. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Alfaiatei, 24th April, 1812. 

My brother-in-law has sent me a carriage from England in one of the 
transports, of which the wheels must be put on, and the carriage hung 
upon springs in Lisbon. If you have an English coachman, I shall be 
very much obliged to you if you will allow him to put the carriage to- 
gether for me ; if not, I shall be obliged to you if you will employ to do 
it tlie most intelligent coacliniaker in Lisbon. 

1 have here one of the Prince’s carriages, which I propose to send 
down as soon as my own shall come up ; and 1 shall be very much obliged 
to you if you will ask Joaquim da Costa to lend me a pair of the Prince’s 
mules and a careful driver to bring the carriage up. I shall send the 
mules and driver back by the Prince’s carriage. One of the police dra- 
goons might as well come up with the carriage. Excuse this trouble. 

P. S. Marmont lias retired. I hope to be able yet to undertake an ex- 
pedition to the south. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Alfuiates, 24th April, 1812. 

The army continued its march towards this quarter since I last ad- 
dressed you, and the enemy retired before them. The last of the enemy 
crossed the Agueda yesterday morning, and they arc in full retreat to- 
wards the Tormes. The rains which had fallen between the 13th and 
19th inst. had carried away the bridge which they had constructed on the 
Agueda, immediately above Ciudad Rodrigo, but they have repaired it 
within these last 3 ds^s, and the leading divisions of the army crossed by 
the Puente del Villar, and the fords of the Upper Agueda ; the rear only 
by the bridge near Ciudad Rodrigo. 

When Marshal Marmont marched his troops upon Sabugal, Lieut. Gen. 
Bacellar ordered that the Portuguese militia under Brig. Gens. Trant 
and Wilson should be concentrated upon Guarda, with a view to protect 
our magazines at Celorico, and to prevent the enemy’s incursions into the 
Serra d’ Estrella. Marshal Marmont moved upon this militia on the 14th 
inst. with a considerable force of cavalry, infantry, and artillery; and 
Brig. Gen. Trant, who commanded, conceiving the enemy to be too strong 
for him, determined to retire across the Mondego. I am by no means 
satisfied with the conduct of the militia upon this occasion. They had 
made great progress in their retreat, which, if they had been steady, would 
have been effected without loss. But a battalion which was covering the 
retreat having been ordered to fire upon the enemy’s cavalry, and the 
rain having prevented their pieces from going off, broke, and threw the 
retreating troops into disorder, and the enemy took about 156 prisoners. 

The troops were formed again, however, on the left of the Mondego, 
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«nd retired upon Celorico, Gen. Bacellar keeping the advanced posts, 
under Brig. Gen. Wilson, at Lagiosa. On the following morning, the 
15th, the enemy advanced again in considerable force, and drove in Brig. 
Gen. Wilson’s outposts at Lagiosa, which induced Gen. Wilson to give 
directions that our magazines at Celorico might be destroyed, according 
to instructions which 1 had left in case the magazines were likely to fall 
into the hands of the enemy. But the enemy having halted at Lagiosa, 
Brig. Gen. Wilson countermanded the order for the destruction of the 
magazines, and nearly the whole have been saved. The enemy retired 
from Lagiosa in the course of the night of the 15th, and from Guarda on 
the 16th, which town was occupied on the 17th by the troops under the 
command of Brig. Gen. Wilson. 

I enclose a letter from Gen. Bacellar of the 1 5th, containing Brig. Gen. 
Trent’s report of the affair of the 1 4th, and your Lordship will be happy 
to learn that the officers of the militia behaved remarkably well. It ap- 
pears to me that Brig. Gen. Trent and Brig. Gen. Wilson, being at 
Guarda, did every thing they ought to have done. But when Marshal 
Marmont was in strength at Sabugal, they ought to have kept only an 
advanced guard at Guarda ; and as soon as 1 heard that they were col- 
lected at Guarda, 1 apprised them of my opinion; but it was too late. 
The partial success over the Portuguese militia on their retreat from 
Guarda, and the murder and plunder of the inhabitants of a few villages 
in Lower Beira, already suffering from the enemy’s former depredations, 
are the only fruits of Marshal Marmont’s expedition within the Portu- 
guese frontier, to divert our attention from the siege of Badajoz. 

While the troops belonging to the ^Armee de PortugaV have been col- 
lected for this service, 1 learn from Capt. Gen. Castahos that Gen. Abadia 
had ordered the Spanish troops in the Asturias to move into Leon, where 
Brig. Moreno had had some partial success against a French detachment 
at Otero de las Dueilas. Don J. Sanchez, likewise, who has continued 
with his cavalry in Castille, has been very successful on the enemy’s 
communications, and against their convoys. . 

By accounts from the south I learn that neither the Conde de Penne 
Villemur nor Gen. Ballesteros entered Seville, while Marshal Soult was 
in Estremadura in the commencement of this month. The Conde de 
Penne Villemur is now on his return into Estremadura with the troops of 
the 5th army, in consequence of a suggestion which 1 conveyed to him 
on the 8th inst. Gen. Drouet is at Fuente Ovejuna, in Cordova, with the 
troops under his command, and Marshal Soult at Seville, according to 
the last accounts of the 21st inst., which I have received from Lieut. 
Gen. Sir R. Hill. 

I have ordered the militia to return to their stations, and I propose at 
present to canton the army in the stations most convenient for subsistence 
till Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida be filled with provisions. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Alfaiates, 21ih April, 1812. 

Having reported in my dispatch of the 16th inst., that Major Gen. 

had disobeyed the orders which I had given him, T think it proper to 

enclose to your Lordship copies of the instructions which he received, and 

2 r2 
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copies of the correspondence which 1 have had with him upon the subject| 
in which you will see how the matter really stands* 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Gralioin, K.B. Fueiite Guinaldo, 25tli April, 1812* 

Dc Lancey will send you the proposed distribution of the troops, and I 
say nothing about it. 

I send you the last reports from Madrid and Salamanca. You see that 
they differ a little in respect to the person to command the French armies. 
They would derive great advantage from this supposed arrangement. 

1 see in a paper of the 10th, Uiat tlie Russians declared war on the 19tli 
March. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guiiialdo, 25th April, 1812, 11) f.m. 

1 have just now received your letter of 12^ at noon this day, and I am 
much concerned to find that you did not receive last night the letter I wrote 
to you yesterday, at a little after 12, and one by the Q.M.G., for the 1st 
division to halt this day. It was likewise intended that the let division 
should halt at PedrogaO to-morrow and next day, and should afterwards 
proceed under orders sent this day, by Gastello i^ranco across the Tagus. 

The first thing to do is to get the men under cover ; and as Penamacor, 
Joao de l^ircz, and Aldea del Obispo are vacant, you had better occupy 
those places in the morning. 

To Gen. CouUe de Aniarante. Fuente Guinaldo, 26th April, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 12th 
inst. J beg to observe to your Excellency, that the object in placing the 
troops under your command in Tras os Montes, is principally to defend 
that province, to observe the enemy’s movements in that part of the coun- 
try, and eventually to aid by movements of your troops, without risking 
their retreat into Portugal, those movements which Gen. Abadia may make 
from Galicia. I recommend to you not to make the movement which you 
propose on Tabara and Carvajales, as being entirely inconsistent with all 
the objects in view in placing you in Tras os Montes, and risking your 
troops without any object. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir II. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 2Gth April, 1812 

I have a letter of the L4th from the Bath King at Arms, in which he 
tells me that there is to be an installation of Knights of the Bath in the 
next month ; and he desires me to have a proxy and three Esquires for the 
occasion. There will be no difficulty about the latter ; but the former must 
be knighted, which is not very agreeable to many. 1 am going to write 


G. O. Fuente Guinaldo, S6th April, 1612. 

1 . Tlie Medical Board, before which Lieut. , of the — regt., has appeared, having 

refmrted that he has no complaint of sufficient consequence to prevent his doing his duty 
he is to join his regiment forthwith. ^ 

2. The General officer commanding the 5th divisiou is requested to report when lie 
shall join. 

3. The Commander of the Forces has great pleasure in conveying to the General officers, 
.Qfficers, and troops, engaged in the siege of Cluchid Rodrigo, the approbation of their con- 
duct by the two Houses of Parliament. 
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to Culling Smith by the mail, either to be himself my proxy,* or to get 
one for me, and to point out Esquires for the occasion ; and 1 shall desire 
him to get a proxy and Esquires for you. 1 shall desire him to apply to 
Lord G. Seymour to be your proxy, who need not care about being 
knighted. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fueute Guinaldo, 26th April, 1812. 

The same mail which brought me a letter from Lord Liverpool of the 
10th inst, will have brought you the decision of the Treasury of the 8th, 
that all the specie in the Standard is to be applicable to the service of 
this country. Pray let me know how much there is, in order that I may 
make the appropriation according to the directions of the Treasury, and in 
the mean time send me 500,000 or 600,000 dollars \ as wc are, as usual, 
much distressed for money. Let me know also what the Spanish expen- 
diture paid by Great Britain is. 1 did not know that Whittingham re- 
ceived any thing. 

You will see thatMarmont made but a poor effort after all. However, 
we should have lost Ciudad Rodrigo if 1 had not returned here. 1 am 
making every effort to iirovision that place, and I don’t yet despair, be- 
tween ourselves, of being able to undertake the expedition into Andalusia 
this year. 

P.S. In hopes of being able to go into Andalusia, and of freeing that 
province, I requested government some time ago to have prepared 20,000 
suits of clothing, &c., for a Spanish army of that number. 

To die Rt. Hon. Sir II. Welledey, K.B. Fuenie Guinaldo. 26th A|)ril, 1812. 

I enclose the copy of my last dispatch to the See, of State. 

I beg that you will inform the Sjianish government that I have been in 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and that I conceive that the firmness and conduct of Brig. 
Gen. Vives, and of the garrison under his commarnl. during the late 
blockade by the enemy, are highly praiseworthy. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuenie Guinaldo, 26th April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 21st inst., enclosing one of the 10th 
from the Sec. of State, in regard to the removal of Principal Sousa from 
the Local government of I^ortugal. 

It is not necessary that I should enter upon the natural defects of Prin- 
cipal Sousa’s mind and character. My objections to him as a member of 
the government, and my recommendation, in 1810, to the Prince Regent 
of Portugal, that he should be removed from this situation, were founded 
upon his being the original cause and promoter of the opposition by the 
Portuguese Local government to the measures which I proposed should be 
adopted by the Civil government in aid of and co-operation with the ope- 
rations of the army, which opposition was founded upon erroneous mili- 
tary notions entertained by this gentleman, and by his influence introduced 
and supported in the councils of this government. 

* Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Campbell wax the proxy for the Earl of Wellington, as Knight of 
the Dath, at the Installation in Westminster Ahhey ; and Mx, Culling Smith, Ideut CoL 
G. Napier, and Capt. Garwood, were the tliree Esquires. 
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The Prince Regent of Portugal refused, however, to dismiss Principal 
Sousa from his situation at my recommendation ; and although the deter^ 
minatiou was not communicated to me in very gracious terms, 1 determined 
not to press again tlie removal of this gentleman, as, at tlie time I received 
it, the circumstances which had occurred must have proved to the most 
prejudiced and obstinate that 1 hod not been mistaken in my views of the 
military operations to be carried on in the year 1810, and that those who 
impeded or failed to forward my views were not the best friends of their 
country, or of the alliance. It likewise appeared to me that neither 
Principal Sousa nor the Portuguese government acting under his influence, 
were likely again to interfere in military operations. 

1 subsequently, in October, 1811, received a letter from the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal, which appeared to me to offer a favorable opportunity of 
being reconciled to the Local government ; and 1 offered and requested 
that every thing that had passed might be buried in oblivion. 

In the mean time His Majesty’s government having been made ac- 
quainted with all that had passed, and having interfered with their in- 
fluence that my recommendation should be attended to, and that Principal 
Sousa should be removed. His Royal Highness has been pleased to consent 
to his removal, by his letter of the 29th Oct. 1811 ; and the question is, 
whetlicr we shall avail ourselves of that letter to remove Principal Sousa 
from the government. It is obvious from all that has passed and from 
the letter itself, tliat the consent of the Prince has been extorted from 
him, not by conviction of the unfitness of Principal Sousa for his office, 
or of the injury he has done to his service and to the cause of his allies, 
but by a desire to conform to the wishes of His Majesty, and of the Prince 
Regent, and of His Majesty’s servants. 

Under these circumstances, although Principal Sousa should be removed 
from the Regency, he would retain the influence which he possesses over 
its members and their councils, and ministers, and all the civil branches, 
at least, of the administration. Nothing would be gained, then, by his 
removal in the manner proposed, and he would be considered by the 
country at large as a martyr to English influence, and it is natural to sup- 
pose tliat his popularity would proportionably increase. 

I object to Principal Sousa, generally, as a member of the Portuguese 
Regency, and to the Regency itself, and their measures in general, be- 
cause, in my opinion, they have endeavored to deceive the country, if 
they have not themselves taken an erroneous view of their situation. 

The real nature of the war has never been fairly brought before the 
people by the government, and instead of being informed that it was a 
war on their part for every thing that was valuable in life, if not for life 
itself ; and instead of being called upon and encouraged to make corre- 
sponding sacrifices to carry it on, the people have been flattered and 
cajoled, .and the resources of the country, which consist essentially in the 
sacrifices of the people, have never be^n fairly called forth to provide for 
any of the emergencies of the war. 

On this same principle of deceiving the people, the sole reliance of the 
Local government of Portugal, on every occasion, is on the resources and 
aid of Great Britain. With these views, when reforms of abuses in the 
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customs^ or any other branch of the revenue, or tlie abolition of useless 
establishments and the saving of their expenses are recommended, with a 
view to enable the Portuguese government to carry on the war, they are 
objected to, or not carried into execution, and fresh demands of loans or 
subsidies are made upon Great Britain. And in the same view of de- 
ceiving the people as to the real nature of the war, all the measures 
recommended with the hope to enable the army to avail themselves of the 
resources of the country have been frustrated. They would have been 
objected to and refused, if, under the late orders of the Prince Regent, 
that had been possible ; but they have been adopted in such a manner as 
to render all their enactments nugatory. Then, on the same principle, 
the magistrates have carried these measures into execution according to 
the spirit in which they have been adopted by the government. 

It is possible that Principal Sousa does not believe and has no confi- 
dence in the representations which have been repeatedly made to the 
government of the evil consequences likely to result from this conduct, 
lie has experience of the army having overcome difficulties which have 
been repeatedly represented to him as fatal ; and he thinks it better to 
rely upon their exertions and upon the resources of Great Britain, than to 
call upon his own country to exert themselves to facilitate our operations, 
and to contribute all in their power for their own salvation and for the 
benefit of the cause. But 1 cannot admit that, to whatever cause his con- 
duct may be attributed, it is otherwise than desirable that he should be 
removed from the government. 

The question still remains, however, whether advantage shall be taken 
of the letter of the Prince Regent to remove him. 

On the same principle that, on the last occasion, I would not urge the 
Prince Regent to remove him, I don’t recommend that advantage should 
be now taken of llis Royal Highness* letter. The Principal will still 
enjoy His Royal Highness’ favor, if report is to be hebp> ed that he is to 
be raised to a higher station, and his influence over the Regency will con- 
tinue; and if it should be lost, and the Regency should alter its measures, 
all the unpopularity which will follow them will attach to the English, 
and the improvements will still be insufficient for the purposes for which 
they were recommended. I am therefore not desirous that you should 
send to Brazil the letter which Lord Castlereagh has written to Lord 
Strangford. 

I recommend to you at the same time to impress upon the King’s 
government the necessity of urging the Prince Regent of Portugal to 
order his Local government to reform all abuses in the collection and 
management of his revenue, particularly the customs, and to discontinue 
all unnecessary expenses, including the naval establishments. He sliould 
be informed of the real nature of the war, in relation to his own interests 
and those of his country ; of the necessity of further exertion on the part 
of Portugal, particularly in finance ; of the ease with which such exertion 
could be made, and of the hopeless impossibility that Great Britain could 
afford him farther pecuniary aid. His attention should be seriously called 
to the complaints recently sent from this country, of the deficiencies in 
all descriptions of supplies and assistance which the country ought to 
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afford ; and he should be reminded that these supplies and assistance are 
afforded by no people voluntarily ; that laws, with due penalties, and 
execution of them in an efficient manner, could alone compel the people 
of any country to make the exertions required from the people of Por- 
tugal to insure their salvation, and to enable us and themselves to assist 
tlie common cause. 

If representations of this description are duly, constantly, earnestly, 
and sincerely urged by His Majesty’s ministers at Brazil, it is to be hoped 
that at last the Prince’s eyes will be opened to the real state of his affairs 
in Portugal ; and that if he should make a change in his Local govern- 
ment, those who may be removed will be so far disgraced as that those 
who remain, and their successors, and the ministers and their subordinates 
in office, will be convinced of the necessity of acting in the manner which 
has been so often, but hitherto so fruitlessly recommended to tliem. 


To Lieut. Col. Dickson, K.A. Fuenle Guinaldo, 27th April, 1812. 

I received your letter of the 22d. Capt. Rettbcrg must give charge of 
the ordnance and stores in Badajoz to the Spanish Lieut. Colonel of the 
artillery, sending me a list of what he gives over. When this shall be 
done, you will move the British and Portuguese artillerymen now in 
Badajoz to Elvas. 


To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuonte Guinaldo, 27th A])ril, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 22d respecting the establishment of 
a Bank. I am quite certain that the plan, however good in ordinary 
tiroes, will not answer at present, and it is a waste of time to give it any ' 
consideration. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fueiite Guinaldo, 27tli April, 1812, 5 p.m. 

I have received your note of 5 p.m. yesterday, and I conceive that there 
will be no inconvenience, and you will have plenty of time to make the 
tour you propose to Zarza, &c. I am afrjiid that the inhabitants of that 
place are very disaffected to the cause. They are, in general, smugglers. 

I have nothing new from tlie front. 1 have not yet heard that Mar- 
mont had arrived at Salamanca, I was yesterday at Ciudad Rodrigo, and 
I am sorry to say that the works are but little more forward than they 
were when I saw them last on the 5th March ; yet the Spaniards had till 
the 1st April to work witliout any enemy being near them. 

It is difficult to know what to do with these people. 1 have this day 
tried to excite them to work by feelings of national vanity and honor, but 
I fear 1 shall not succeed. 

To Vise. Castlereagb, Sec. of State for Foreign Affairs. Fuente Guinaldo, 27lh April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 8th marked ‘ Private,’ and I am very 
much obliged to you for communicating to me the papers you enclosed. 
It is my opinion that your mediation will produce no effect ; and indeed 
the Spaniards have not accepted it as if they intended it should. I am 
certain that the only mode of dealing with them is to make them request 
ab a favor every thing in which it is wished that we should interfere. 
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I enclose to you a letter which I wrote last summer to my brother upon 
this subject.* From a perusal of this letter you will see that there are 
two essential points for mediation to which you have not adverted in your 
instructions. One is the form of government in the colonies ; the other, 
the disposal of the colonial revenue, or rather, the division of that revenue 
between the colony and the mother country. This is a very important 
point for Spain, as well as for the colonies. 

1 am glad to find that you propose to give a million to Spain this year. 
I was not aware that my brother had till this time supplied the Spaniards 
with any money, excepting as advances, which had been repaid. It is my 
opinion that this money should be given to those who act in co-operation 
with this army, by which means I should hope to be able to guide tlieir 
operations in some degree. But this must of course depend upon my 
brotlier. 

Y our brother was better when he went away, and I liope will be quite 
well when he shall arrive in England. 

The A»G. to Major Gen, U. Camphellf Brigade of Guardi, 27th April, 1812. 

I have submitted your eoiumunicatioii of the 23(1 inst. to the Commander of the 
Forces, and 1 am directed by his Excellency to acquaint you that he has no recol- 
lection of liaving allowed any men to go home that were fit for service. Men unfit 
for service may have permission to leave the country ; but his Excellency cannot 
allow soldicrh to (put the arm v only hccatise they have served Ki j ears. I am further 
to observe that if the application is persisted in, where men are in a state fit for 
service, his Excellency must refer it to the Commander in Chief, and Sec. of Stale, 
to whom (he Cominunder of the Forces feels responsible that the army is as com- 
plete us pusfiible. 

To Biig. Gen. Le Cor. Fuente Giiinaldo^ 28th April, 1812. 

It is desirable that no time should be lost in making arrangements for 
cutting tlie hay in Lower Beira for the use of the army. The mode in 
which I propose that this service shall be performed is as follows : I 
request you to send orders to the magistrates of those j) laces near which 
the hay grows, to mak^ immediate arrangements to cut it, and to have it 
cut and stacked at the proper season ; and I beg to know from you, by 
return of post, what sum of money it is necessary to place in your hands, 
in order to defray the expense of cutting and stacking. You will then 

* Sec letter to the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley, Quinta de S. JoBo, 14th July, 1811, p. 167. 


G. O. Fiicute Ouinaldo, Sftili April, 1H12. 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests, that the Geneial oilicers (commanding divi- 
sions and brigades, and the Commanding oilicers oi regiments, will attend to the G. O. 
which have been issui^d regarding the cutting of green forage. 

2. It is very desirable that where gross con lie cut, the green com should not be used as 
forage ; but wh(‘re it is necessary to use the green com, the Commander of tlie Forces re- 
quests that the field may he regularly valued, in tlie manner pointed out in the G. O. ; 
and that the but men and other foragers may be confined to the use of that field only, and 
Uiat care may be taken there is no waste. 

3. Tlie horses and other animals of the army must not be turned out to graze in the 
green coni ; and tlie Comuiander of the Forcfw having made arrangements to have the 
meadows cut for the service of the army at a late period of the season, requests the Generals 
and Commanding officers of regiments will prevent the horses and other animals from being 
turned to graze in the meadows, if there should be any other place in which they can be 
Innieil, where they will find food. 

4. The attention of the General officers and Commanding officers of regiments in the 
Portuguese service to be particularly called to tliis order. 



618 


SPAIN. 


pay each magistrate the sum which the hay will cost, informing me of 
the sum you shall have paid him, and for what quantity of hay. You 
will then inform the magistrate that he will be held responsible to deliver 
that quantity of hay to the army, whenever 1 shall think proper to call 
for it. 1 request you to moke these arrangements throughout Lower 
Beira. 

To Lieut Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Fuente Guinaldo^ 28th April, 1812. 

I enclose the copy of a letter of the 8th inst., which I have received 
from Lord Liverpool, in regard to the disposal of certain arms which his 
Lordship has sent to you from England. I think they cannot be dis- 
posed of in a better manner than that proposed by his Lordship ; and I 
beg you to dispose of them according to the directions contained in the 
enclosed letter. It may probably be as well to send here the arms in- 
tended for Don Julian, and any of the guerrillas in this neighbourhood. 

To the Rt. Hoik Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Ouinaldo, 28th April, 1812. 

I enclose the postscript to a letter of the 13th from Sir H. Douglas, 
which might as well be communicated privately to the government. If 
the circumstances to which it relates should be made public in England, 
there will be a breeze ; yet 1 don’t see how they can be kept secret. 1 
shall write privately to CastaTios upon the subject. It has been hinted to 

me that has not given satisfaction in Galicia, in consequence of his 

pressing the general armament of the people ; but dissatisfaction on any 
account should not have occasioned conduct so foolish as that to which 
he refers. 

I am sorry to tell you that, notwithstanding I left money to carry on 
the works at Ciudad Rodrigo, I found very little done since I was there 
last, on the ,5th March. There were 26 days of valuable time from the 
5th to the 31st March, which appear to have been entirely thrown away, 
even though it be admitted that during the blockade nothing could be 
done. Since the 23d of this month also, when the enemy raised the 
blockade, nothing has been done. I have sent Alava over to the place to 
point out to the principal officers how much their indolence, and their 
indulgence of the indolence of their men, affected the cause ; and 1 have 
told them that 1 should give no assistance in English soldiers to work, 
unless the demand for such assistance should be founded on an acknow- 
ledgment that the Spanish officers have not authority over their men, to 
induce them to perform works for their own defence ! But the indolence 
and the apathy of their nature is terrible ; yet they boast of their activity 
and energy. I am convinced that we shall lose both Ciudad Rodrigo and 
Badajoz before the summer is over, by the prevalence of the habits of 
indolence and delay in this nation. I write to Castanos upon this subject. 

1 beg that you will represent to the government the necessity of their 
attending in some degree to the garrison^ of Badajoz and Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and to the troops in Estremadura and Castille. These are thrown entirely 
now upon the resources of the British army. 

I hope also that you will recollect, and, at all events, give a positive 
answer upon the claim which I have brought forward, that a proportion of 
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the sum of money given by Great Britain to Spain should be applied to 
the service of those troops which are in co-operation with us. If I had the 
command of that sum of money really^ I should have the efficient control 
over all their operations. 

To His Excellency C. Stuoit. Fuente Ghiinaldo, 28th April, 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the answers of the Commanding officers of 
the 12th, 14th, and 16th light dragoons to the complaints which have 
been made of the loss, in the service of these regiments, of bullocks given 
in charity to the villages in the neighbourhood of Cea. 

You will observe that these losses have been occasioned entirely by the 
desertion of the drivers ; an evil which I had wished to remedy by the 
amendment I proposed to the law relative to the means of transport, but 
the government would not adopt this amendment. 

I have desired that an inquiry may be made from the Commissary at 
Celorico for the bullocks stated to have been given over to him by the 
12th light dragoons. 

To Oen. Don Carlos de Espana. Fuente Guinaldo, 29th April, 1812.* 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 
28th inst. 

As soon as the communication between the magazines on the Douro and 
the army was opened, I ordered that provisions might be brought up to 
Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo ; and 1 aiu happy to find that your Excellency 
yesterday sent off 184 carriages to aid in that service. 1 propose to lodge 
in Ciudad Rodrigo a magazine of 26,000 rations of biscuit or flour, 
100,000 lbs. of salt meat, and 40,000 lbs. of rice for the use of the British 
army, which magazine will be at the service of the garrison in case the 
place should be attacked or blockaded. 

On the 16th Feb. 1 gave your Excellency an order iipcn the magazine 
of S. Joao da Pesqueira for 175,000 rations of biscuit or flour, and other 
provisions, besides the supplies already in the place. I don’t know what 
your Excellency has received on account of this order ; but 1 have given 
directions that the storekeeper of S. Joao da Pesqueira should continue to 
issue upon it when your Excellency shall send the means of conveyance 
to carry tJie provisions away. 

Mariscal de Campo Don M. de Alava has communicated to me the 
memorandum which your Excellency gave him for my information, in 
which you desire to reduce the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo to 1500 men ; 
to send one battalion into the Sierra de Gata, and one battalion into the 
Sierra de Francia, in order to feed on the villages ; and you desire 'that I 
will supply food in Portugal for 2000 men. 

1 beg leave to observe to your Excellency, that unless the place of 
Ciudad Rodrigo should be put in a state of defence, the army under my 
command, instead of being employed in active operations against the 
enemy, must watch the enemy’s movements against that place. 

1 believe your Excellency will admit, that unless you employ the troops 

* 111 writing to Spanish authorities, Lord Wellington added his Spanish title to his 
signature. 
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of the place to work at the fortifications, jou cannot expect to complete 
them ; and I am apprehensive that 1500 men will do but little work. 

I would likewise beg leave to observe to your Excellency, that the 
quantity of 175,000 rations of provisions having been calculated to last 
the garrison 2 months, and a part of it having now arrived, and your 
Excellency having it in your power to draw for the remainder when you 
think proper, there can be no want of provisions for the full garrison of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, more particularly as, long before these provisions can 
be consumed, the magazine, which I have above stated that it is my in- 
tention to put in the place, will have arrived, and will be at the service 
of the garrison in case it should be attacked. Your Excellency, how- 
ever, is the best judge of the disposition to be made of your troops. 

I shall only repeat to your Excellency, that if Ciudad Rodrigo had been 
provisioned, as I had a right to expect when I quitted Castille on the 6th 
March lost, 1 should now have been in Andalusia at the head of an army 
of 40,000 men ; and that the prospect of my being able to carry that 
plan into execution in this year depends entirely upon the degree of 
security which I shall find given at an early period to the place of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, by the completion of the works ordered by the Capt. Gen. 
Castanos, for which 1 have given the money, and by the formation, in the 
place, of the magazine above mentioned. 

In regard to the desire of your Excellency that 2000 men, belonging 
to your Excellency’s division, should be cantoned in Portugal, in order 
to be fed by the British Commissariat, I beg leave to recall to your Ex- 
cellency’s recollection, that since the months of August and September 
last, some of the troops under the command of your Excellency have 
been subsisted in this manner uj)on the resources intended for the British 
and Portuguese allied army. I consented to this arrangement in hopes 
that I should have seen corps regularly organised and disciplined, and 
that I should have had the benefit of the assistance of your Excellency, 
at the head of a well disciplined Spanish division, to co-operate with 
this army. 

The wishes of your Excellency and of myself upon this subject have 
been entirely disappointed; and I must therefore decline giving any 
further assistance of this description. It is a waste of money, of which, 
in justice to my own country, I cannot be guilty, to lay it out in feeding 
an undisciplined peasantry, who, although perfectly capable of being 
made soldiers, arc, after a lapse of 6 months, during which the expense 
of feeding them has been incurred, no better disciplined, as soldiers, than 
they ought to have been in the first week. I must therefore request 
your Excellency to provide for the food of the soldiers of your division 
now in Portugal, in one week from this date. 

To Lieut Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Fuente Oiiiiialdo, 29th April, 1812. 

1 have received your letters, Nos. 12Land 13, of the 2d and 13th inst. 

I concur with you in your opinion of the advantages of the island of 
Aroza over the Bayona islands, as a depdt on the coast of Galicia. I beg 
you therefore to obtain the consent of Gen. Abadia to have the necessary 
works erected for the security of that depdt. ' Gen. Castanos and Gen. 
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Abadia will fix upon the position they think best in the kingdom of 
Galicia ; but whatever may be the position, or the plan of operations, or 
the result, it is desirable to have a secure depot in one of the islands on 
the coast of Galicia. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinalilo, 29th April, 1812, 

I have heard nothing new of any description since I wrote to you last ; 
and 1 enclose the only intelligence which 1 have received. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 20th April, 1812. 

I enclose the coi)y of a letter which I have received from Don Carlos 
de Espana, and the copy of my answer of this day. 

I beg to draw your attention to that part of my letter in which 1 have 
refused to give food to those troops which are not diBci])lined, after they 
have had arms in their hands, and have been fed by mo, in hopes that they 
would be disciplined, since the months of August and September last. 

I recommend to you to adopt the same principle in respect to the dis- 
tribution of the money and other aids of the British government to the 
Spanish army. 1 know no other mode in which the officers can be pre- 
vailed upon to discipline their troops, or to keep them in any order. 

To the Earl of Liveipool. Fueiile Guinaldo, 29th April, 1812. 

The enemy have continued their retreat since I addressed your Lord- 
ship on the 24Ui inst. ; and I have carried into execution with this army 
the disposition wliich I announced to your Lordship in my dispatch of that 
date. 

I am concerned to have to infornj^your J^ordship that but little progress 
has been made in the works of Ciudad Rodrigo since I left this part of 
the country on the 6tli March last, notwithstanding that I had left money 
to complete them. I have ordered magazines of provisions into Almeida 
and Ciudad Rodrigo, which will be established in those places as soon as 
means of transport can be collected for the purpose. 

No movement has been made in the south. Gen. Drouet was still, by 
the last accounts, at Fuente Ovejuna, in Cordova. The Conde de Penne 
Villemur has returned into Estremadura with the troops under his com- 
mand. 

To the Earl of Liveri)ool. Fuente Guinaldo, 29th April, 1812. 

Referring to your Lordship’s dispatch, No. 4, of the 3d Jan., I beg leave 
to remind your Lordship that you have not yet sent me the permission of 
H.R.H. the Prince Regent for Brig. Gen. Wilson to accept the order of 
the Tower and Sword, conferred upon him by the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 29th April, 1813. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, con- 
taining a list of the officers whom he considers to be entitled to the medal 
which H.R.H. the Prince Regent has been pleased to grant, in commemo- 
ration of the battle of Albuera. 
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To Lteut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, dOth April, 1813. 

Adverting to the instructions contained in my letter of the 24th, I think 
you might now put your boats and the heavy equipment from Elvas in 
movement upon Caceres, covering Ibe movement by the Portuguese ca> 
valry, which I suppose are towards Montanches ; and I beg you to have 
the other troops prepared to move on the expedition towards Almaraz, as 
soon as 1 shall write to you. I wait only to hear decidedly of the move- 
ment of the Ist division. 

To tlie Earl of Liverjiool. Fuente Gxiinaldo, SOtli April, 1812. 

1 enclose a copy of a letter, and its enclosures, which 1 have received 
from His Majesty’s Ambassador in Spain, notifying to me that the Spanish 
government had been pleased to confer upon me the Grand Cross of the 
Order of San Fernando. 

I beg your Lordship will lay these letters before H.R.H. the Prince 
Regent, and request His Royal Highness’ permission for me to accept the 
honor conferred upon me by the government of Spain. 

To the Ri. Hun. Sir II. Wellebley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 30th April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 13th inst., in which you enclosed one 
from the Sec. of State to the Regency, to your Excellency, and to myself, 
informing me that the Spanish government had been pleased to confer 
upon me the Grand Cross of the Order of San Fernando.* 

I beg that you will return my thanks to the government for this mark 
of their favor, and that you will inform them that 1 have applied to H.R.H. 
the Prince Regent for permission to accept it. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. ^Fuente Guinaldo, Ist May, 1812, 8 .\.m. 

I received this morning your letter of the 29th. The Conde de Penne 
Villemur has arrived in Estremadura, in consequence of a suggestion from 
me. He communicated with Ballesteros, who, as he had notice of Soult’s 
marcli into Andalusia after the siege of Badajoz, must have retired in time: 
but he tells me in a letter received this morning, that it is reported at Se- 
ville, that Ballesteros had beaten Gen. Rey near Malaga. There was such 
a General at the head of a small body of troops, 1 suppose the garrison of 
Malaga ; and Ballesteros, when he advanced upon Seville, detached a co- 
lumn to observe his movements. He probably augmented that column as 
he retired ; and thus he may have defeated Gen. Rey. 

I send you the intelligence received last night from Salamanca, which 

* See Ap)iendix, No. XXL 

G. O. Fuente Guinaldo, 30th April, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forcee begi tliat Hie staff and regimental officers of the 3d, 
4tb, 6tb, and Light divisions, and Gen. Alten's brigade of cavalry, will send to Almeida to 
get the tents they will require for the campaign. It must be clearly understood, that if 
they do not take them now, they cannot have them hereafter. 

2. The A.Q.M.G. with each division will send to the Q.M.G. a return of the num- 
ber of tents required by each individual officer of the staff and by each regiment, and the 
Q.M.G. will send orders to Almeida, tliot the tents may be issued accordingly. 

3. The Commander of the Forces requests, that the Gkneral officers commanding bri- 
gades will occasionidly inspect the camp kettle mules in the regiments in their brigade^ 
ahd will see they an Acient fyr the service. 
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shows the disposition of the enemy’s several divisions. You will see in 
the paper from Valladolid, that the enemy have some heavy artillery 
already, and some on the march from Bayonne. 

To the Coiregidor of the Gomarca of . Fuente Guirialdo, 2d May, 1812. 

I am desirous of making arrangements to have the hay cut in the 
Gomarca under your directions, in order that the army under my command 
may have the advantage of it, at the same time that tlie people will derive 
profit. I beg you, therefore, to give directions to the other magistrates in 
your district, to make arrangements to have the hay in their districts cut 
and stacked at the proper season.* They are to report to you the quantity 
which will be cut and stacked in each village, and the expense of the same ; 
and you will forward this report to the Commissary Gen. at head quarters, 
who will send you the money to be distributed for this service among the 
several magistrates of tlie district. 

The magistrate who will receive the money will be responsible to 
produce for it a corresponding quantity of good hay for the service of the 
army. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guiiialdo, 2d May, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your liordship’s dispatches. Nos. 24 
and 20, of the 25th March and 2d April ; and having conbidcred with the 
Commissary Gen. and other persons here, who have a knowledge of the 
facilities in raising money in this country, tl>e probability of succeeding 
with the securities drawn and transmitted by your Lordship, it has appeared 
to those persons, as well as to me, that the chance of success would be 
greater if die certificate were altered, as proposed in the enclosed draft, 
in which the option is left to receive the interest at head quarters or at 
Lisbon, and to receive payment of the principal likewise at the same places. 

There would be but little inconvenience in paying tin- interest at head 
quarters as well as at Lisbon ; and in regard to the principal, I would ob* 
serve that the measure is calculated to provide for a momentary scarcity 
of specie in England, applicable to ihe service of the army abroad. It is 
not probable that in 3 years there will be the same difficulty in procuring 
specie in England to send abroad as there is at present ; and if there should 
be, it is not improbable that the regularity of the payment of the interest, 
and the advantages and security enjoyed from this description of certifi- 
cate, will have improved the credit of the British government to such a 
degree, that there will be no difficulty in borrowing specie in the Penin- 
sula to pay off these certificates. 

There remains for consideration another possible event, viz., that the 
British army shall have been withdrawn from the Peninsula before the 
expiration of the term of 3 years. It will be necessary in that case to ap- 
point an agent for the holders of these certificates, to receive their interest 
and the principal when it shall become due, at the office of the Commis- 
sary in Chief in London, and transmit it to them in the Peninsula. 

In case your Lordship should consent to the proposed alterations in 
the certiheate, I beg you will determine and let me know whether the 
alterations shall be made here in the certificates already transmitted, or 



691 


SPAIN. 


whether your Lordship will have others made out according to the form 
enclosed. 


No. 123. 
1000 Dollars. 

Don Manuel 
Velasquez. •. 

(his signature)* 

transferred on 
the 

to Don Diego 
Lopez. 

(his signature.) 



No. 123. 

Certificate for 1000 DoUan. 

For 1000 dollars advanced to the British army the 
holder of this certificate is hereby entitled to leceivc 
interest at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum^ in half- 
yearly payments, on the and the 

in each year, at the office of the 
Commissary General of the Biitish army, at head 
quarters or at kisbon 

I'he said 1000 dollars vrill be repaid by the said 
Commissary General of the British aimy, at head 
quarters, or in Lisbon, at any period after the ex- 
piration of two years from the date hereof, within 
ten days of the pi esentution of this certificate for that 
purpose. 

In ease the holder of this certificate should cIioofc 
to receive payment of the interest or principal in 
England, he will, upon giving notice theieof, receive 
payment, as above specitied, ut the oftice of the Com- 
missary in Cliief in London, at the rate of 6 shillings 
sterling fur each Spanish dollar. 

(Signed) Wellington. 

(Countersigned) 

Com. Gen 

Dcp. Pay. Gen 

MrMORANDUM. 

Every transfir of this certificate must be duly 
registeied and certified at one of the offices wheie 
the intereht is made payable, without which it will 
not be acknowledged. 


7^e /l,G. to Major Gen. Boutes, 4/A dtvieion. 2d May, 1812. 

I should have earlier done myself the honor of replying to your wishes, 
suggested when at Badajoz, had the Commander of the Forces enabled me to 
do BO, by deciding upon the subiect; but having again submitted the u})])lication, 
as conveyed in your letter of the 24th ult,, 1 am directed by his Excellency to 
refer you to the state of the Fusiliers for want of offictis, which prevents his being 
able to comply with the appointment of Capt. \\ \ lly as 5 our A.D C. The 
Commander of the Forces is much distressed in being obliged to refuse any thing 
that 18 asked by a General officer, who ought to be as well aware as he is of the 
inconvenience which must attend the grant of it. 


To Lieut Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B, Fuente Ouinaldo, 3d May, 1812, a w. 

I received this morning your letter of the Ist, and I now enclose a 
paper from Salamanca. ITie Curate of Coca is come over, and says that 
Marmont had brought back to Salamanca the troops which had marched 
through that place ; being under some apprehension that we should move 
forward. 

I am sorry that you experienced difficulty in passing the road from 
Villa Velha to Niza. It is very bad ; and I am afraid cannot be mate- 
rially improved. 

• 1 have sent Sturgeon and Todd to endeavor to repair the bridge of 

Alcantara; in which 1 hope they will succeed. 
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To Lieul. Col. Fletclier, R.Et Fuente Guinaldo, 3d May, 1812, 11 p.k. 

1 received in due course your letter giving me an account of the pro- 
gress of the repairs, &c., at Badajoz ; and 1 am happy to find that you 
are going on so well. 

There are two or three points, however, to which I think you ought to 
attend, in order in some degree to improve the state of ihp. works. 

Ist; the sluices in the dams of the bridge over the^HSiyillas, and in 
the dam of the ditch of the ravelin of San Roque, ought to be protected 
in some manner or other, so as to pretent the enemy from effecting the 
object which we attempted in reggyd to the latter. Probably a good wall 
of stone masonry in front of, and enclosing each of the dams, with a grating 
at the bottom of the wall to give a free passage to the water, would answer 
the purpose. 

It would likewise be desirable to have a good covered communication 
from the Picurina to the ravelin. Indeed, if the inundation can be de- 
pended upon, I should think that the Picurina might be rendered very 
difficult of attack by its gorge, approaching it by its right flank. 

I don’t know whether you have found the plans of the French engineers 
for bringing water into the ditch of the fort from the Guadiana. It is 
very desirable that these schemes should be examined, and their practica- 
bility and expense ascertained. 

1 conclude that you have discovered the communication between the 
inundation of the Rivillas and the water in the ditch of the fort, and have 
ascertained whether it is, or con be retained in the latter, supposing that 
it is let out of the former. 

To tlic Rt Hon. Sir H. Wcllealpy, K.B. Fuente Guiiialdo, 3d May, 1812. 

I am very sorry to tell you that affairs are going on very badly at 
Ciudad Rodrigo. I sent Gen, Alava there yesterday, upon hearing that 
they had not yet commenced upon the works; and, as far as I could 
understand him, the garrison were in a state of mutiny, because Don 
Carlos de Espafla had not performed a promise which he had made to pay 
the officers of the garrison for their extra allowances of provisions, which 

G. O. Karate Ouiaaldo, dd May, ISIS. 

1. Tlie Commander of the Forces requests the attention of the General officers com- 
manding divisions and brigades in this army, to the orders, page 279 of the printed 
General Regulations and Orders, containing directions respecting the half yearly confidential 
reports, which are required to be mode by the General officers employed u|K)n the staff of 
the army, at home and abroad, and the circular letter from the Adj. Gen. of the army, of 
the 18th Jan. 1812, on the same subject. 

2. As, notwithstanding the various occasions on which the Commander of the Forces 
has call^ the attention of the officers of the army to the orders which he has had occasion 
to issue on various branches of the service, he is concerned to observe that, in many in- 
stances, they ore still unattended to, he particularly requests the General officers com- 
manding brigades, in reporting upon the qualiti cations of the officers of the regiment, as 
directed in page 280 of the printed Regulations, and in the letter from^ the Adj. Gen. of the 
18th Jan. 1812, will specify whether or not they are acquainted with the G. O. of tho 
army, particularly those which relate to the mode of sending soldiers to the hospital ; to 
the march of detachments through the country ; to tlie care and inspection of their men, 
and of their conduct in cantonments, on a march or stationary ; and to the mode of making 
requisitions tor supplies of all descriptions leqniied from the country. These poinu, 
as well as others refened to, particularly in the General regulations of the 1 2th Aug. 1811, 
and ill the letter from the Adj. Gen. of the 1 8th Jon. 1812, can be ascertained only by 
the General officer who will make and lejiort on the inspection, conversing with the ofli- 
oers on the object and meaning of the several orders refeired to. 

VOL. V. 2 s 
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liad been stopped from them during the blockade. He gave me to under 
stand that he should write to the Spanish government this day to apprise 
them of his opinion, and that of several of the principal officers of the 
garrison, that it was absolutely necessary that a British officer should he 
n]>pointed Governor of that garrison ; and os far as 1 could understand 
him, that allied troops, meaning British and Portuguese, should be in it. 

1 am tolerably well acquainted witli the sentiments of some of these 
officers, among others, of Alava himself, regarding the employment of 
British officers in any Siianish concern ; and I am thoroughly convinced 
tluit tliis ])roposal does not proceed from any desire to improve tlie Sj)a- 
nish military system, hut that it is to be attributed solely to tlie desire to 
get out of the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo. They dislike the restraint 
whii*h mu t prevail soon in a S]mnish garrison ; thty dislike being exposed 
to my view in llie occasional visits which 1 make to the place, and to my 
remonstrances on their indolence, and want of discijdine, which 1 have 
assumed a right to make, on the ground of tlie assistance which I have 
given them of (liflforent descriptions; and, above all, they dislike the pros- 
pect of, some (lay or otiicr, being attacked in Ciudad Rodrigo. This last 
feeling is common to all Spaniards. I refer you ujxm this point to Roche, 
who says very truly, that when a Spanish officer or soldier is running 
away, the last place he will run to is a fortified town, although he sliould 
he certain of receiving there assistance of every descrijition. It is very 
desirable* that you, and the S]>anish government, should be clearly in- 
formed of iny opinions and intentions on this point. 

Ibt ; 1 consider the British troops tlie best wc liavc, and I will not put 
them in gai’rison. 2dly; I consider the J^irtuguese troops, next to the 
British, the best in the Peninsula, and 1 will not put more of them in 
garrisons than I am under the necessity of employing in that manner. 1 
um obliged to employ some Portuguese regular troo]>s in Elvas, and one 
regiincnl in Ahrnntes, hut the Portuguese forts in general are occupied 
by the Portuguese militia, who, like other militia, cannot K^gularly he 
marched beyond the l^ortuguese frontier; and if lliey should be sent 
beyond the frontier for any length of time, lliey would desert. 

I insist upon it, that Spanish troops arc the })ropcr garrisons for Spanish 
forts. If the Spanish government differ with me upon this point, and 
insist upon my placing garrisons in these forts which we have taken from 
the enemy, and I have made over to them ; or if they don’t adopt mea- 
sures to place, and support, in them proper garrisons, 1 now give notice 
that 1 will destroy both Badajoz and Ciudad Rodrigo. It will not answer 
their purpose or mine, that 1 should be tied by the leg to guard these two 
places against the evils to be apprehended from tlie want of proper gar- 
risons, or sufficient supplies in them. The Spanish troops, however, will 
be no more fit to garrison these places, unless they should be disciplined, 
paid, and fed, than they are for other military services ; and I see no 
chance of their being the first, unless they should be the two last. 

But the British government having agreed to aid the Spanish govern- 
ment with one million sterling this year in specie, besides aids in other 
*)uodeB, I see no reason why a part, at least, of this sum should not be 
applied to the support of those garrisons, and t^joops which are to act in 
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concert with the British army, and to aid and suj>port oiir operations. 
The distribution of this money having been referred to you, I am anxious 
to have your decision, whether you propose to give any, and what part of 
it, for the support of the gairisons of Hada)o/ and Ciudad Rodrigo, and 
of the troops under Don Carlos de Espafia, destined to act in Castillo, and 
of the Conde de Penne Villetnur, destined to act in Estrftnadura. 

If I am to have any thing to say to the distribution of tfiis aid, I shall 
employ it in giving their pay, or a certain proportion of their jiay, to a 
certain number of officers and soldiers, regularly organised and disci- 
plined. Those who shall not be disciplined in two months, shall receive 
no more of this aid, nor any as^^istance whatever from the British govern- 
ment. The eontrihiilions levied from the province, and any money ih.n 
could be sent by the government, should go to make up the delicieney ot 
the pay from the British subsidy. In this manner we nii<*ht contrue to 
discipline and maintain Ihe^e Spanish garrisons, and toKMah-r them useful 

In r<‘gard to the employment of British olficerswiih the Sparndi troops, 
I entertain the same opinion which I have always he'd njion this siil)ject. 
British officers will he wor'-e thai\ useless, if they have not the su})j)ort 
to their exertions of the aulhorily of the Commander in Chief, who must 
have the cordial oupport of the* government, or he will have no authority. 
Briti'-h officers, besides, mpiire an autlioiity of no mean description, 
exercised with oon^'iderablc stiietness, to keep them in order and within 
due bounds. Tlie history of our se vice in Portugal will aflord many 
instances of the truth of both these o])inions. British officers would have 
more difficulties to contend with in Spain than they had in Ihirtugal, and 
more tern jitat ions and opportunities of abusing their authority. 

1 retain lik(*wise the same opinions regarding my liaving the command 
of the Spanish armies. I coii'-idcM* troops that arc neither paid, fed, nor 
disciplined (and they cannot he disciplined, and thou* ( '' he no subordi- 
nation among them, unless they are paid and fed), to uc dangerous only 
to their friends when assembled in large bodies: as guerrillas they might 
be of some use, hut it would he better, probably, if the same men were 
employed under the guerrilla officer, who is inucli better acquainted with 
his trade than what is called the officer of the regular Spanish service, 
knows the country better, which is the seat of his ojieralions, knows better 
and is better known to the inhabitants, and, above all, has no pretensions 
to military character. 

I never will voluntarily command trooi>s who cannot, and will not 
obey ; and therefore I am not desirous of having any thing to say to the 
command of the Sjianish troops till 1 shall see the means provided for their 
food and pay, and till I shall be certain that the regular issue of these has 
liad the effect of introducing among them a regular system of subordina- 
tion and discipline. 

Upon this subject of the introduction of Britisli officers into the service, 
and of the command being given to me, 1 may be wrong, but 1 entertain 
opinions which 1 have not heard from others. It is my opinion, that thf’ 
officers of the Spanish army, and the employes of the government in tlie 
military as well as the civil departments, are the principal exciters and 
supporters of the general sentiment which prevails among the people 

2b2 
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against the French. Excepting Uie grandees, and a few men of large 
estate, who resided in the provinces, every person in Spain of the class oi 
a gentleman, or, more properly speaking, above the class of the cultivators 
of the soil, was in the civil, military, or naval service of the government 
All these consider themselves deprived of their profession by the esta- 
blish niunt of the government of Buonaparte, particularly the officers of the 
army : and it is a very remarkable circumstance, and tending strongly to 
support my opinion, that the officers of the navy, whose services are least 
likely to be required by their country, in case the Spanish nation should 
succeed in shaking off the Buonaparte yoke, and that the alliance with 
England should become the permanent system of Spain, have done least 
in the war, have seldom agreed cordially with us, and a larger proportion 
of them, than of the military, have taken the side of the usurpation. 

The conclusion which 1 draw from these observations is, that if we 
mean to encourage the continued resistance of the Spanish people, w’e 
ought not to disgust the officers of the Spanish army, and so far deprive 
them of their profession as to give to British officers the effectual control 
over the army. Mind, I don’t say that the Spanish officers are the sole 
cause of the continued resistance of the people ; for I believe the senti- 
ment of hostility against the French is part of the nature of a Spaniard; 
but it must be admitted, that the example and instigation of the superior 
class of officers must have some effect in continuing the resistance of the 
lower orders. 

But, alUiough 1 conceive that there are many difficulties and incon- 
veniences in introducing our officers into the Spanish service, and in 
giving the Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s troops the supreme 
command of the whole, I conceive that many of the advantages to be 
expected from botli arrangements might be acquired in another manner. 
1 think tliat I have already acquired such an influence over the officers of the 
Spanish army, that they would do any thing I should desire them, excepting 
perhaps to discipline their troo})s, establish subordination and order among 
them, and overcome their habits of indolence and procrastination. 1 doubt 
that they can effect these objects till the troops shall be regularly paid 
and fed; and if what I have above suggested be adopted, you will see that 
the remedy for these defects is provided. 

It has always been my opinion that much might be done by the British 
government to increase the authority and influence of the Commander in 
Chief in this country. 

Ist ; Travelling military missions ought to be put an end to, or ought 
to be under the immediate direction of the Commander in Chief. 

2dly ; No aid of any description ought to be given to any Spanish troops, 
or commander of army, or guerrillas, excepting under the direction of 
the Commander in Chief. 

I have above stated the condition upon which alone I would issue any 
aid to any regular troops. The discipline of guerrillas might not be 
insisted upon ; but it might be possible to couple with the grant of any 
aid, whether of arms, provisions, or money, even to guerrillas, an arrange- 
*tnent for their following a certain system, or line of operations, connected 
with those of others. 
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All propositions for increase and extension of authority are received in 
England with jealousy ; and I have therefore never made any direct pro- 
])osition upon this subject. 1 might have hoped that the desire which 1 
have always expressed to be allowed to confine my attention to my own 
army, might have satisfied the King’s government that 1 want no extension 
of authority, and that I deprecate it as throwing upon me additional re- 
sponsibility and trouble. But the state of the garrisons of Ciudad Ro- 
drigo and Badajoz, and the discussions into which we are about to enter 
respecting those establishments, render it necessary to speak out ; and 
I have no hesitation in declaring my opinion, that Ihe only remedy for 
the existing evils is for the British govenunent to increase to the utmost 
extent the power and authority of the Commander in Chief, and to leave 
to his discretion the distribution of all the aids to the Peninsula. 


To His Excelletiry C. Stuart. Fuentc Quiual(li>, 3d May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 30th April, to which I would not 
trouble you with an answer, only that 1 see that Dom Forjaz, of 
course, deceived himself by thfise under him, has thus deceived you. 

I hiive as yet m:idc no coin])lciint of means of transport in Alentejo, 
wanting to convey provisions and stores to Elvas and Badajoz since the 
siege of the latter. What T complained of, was want of means of transport 
to convey the stores for the siege of Jhxdajo/, in the months of February 
and March, and to facilitate the operations of the siege, Tliese wants 
occurred before the complaints were made. 

I am afraid that Dom M. Forjaz thinks that I am inclined to complain 
without reason. In order to avoid disappointment and complaint, and in 
order, if possible, to throw provisions into all the fortified places and 
magazines without pressing the country for means of <^ransport (which, by 
the by, I must observe ought to be done by others, an ’ i by me), I have 
done what I believe no other General at the head of an army ever before 
dreamt of. The allied army are now separated, fi-om the Douro to the 
Sierra Morena, close to the magazines, in order tliat the troops may subsist 
with facility, and that all the means of transport belonging to the army 
may be employed in filling the forts and magazines with provisions, in 
order that I may have to call for little transport from the country, and 
may have no complaints to make. 

I beg, however, that Dom M, Forjaz may not boast that the want of 
complaint is to be attributed to the activity of Uie agents of the govern- 
ment, or the efficiency of the law. 

I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken about my 
carriage. 1 shall write to Gen. Lobo about it. 

Tu Brig. Glen. Lobo. Fuente Guinaldo, 3J May, 1812. 

Mr. Stuart, His Majesty’s minister at Lisbon, has informed me, that he 
has taken the liberty of addressing to you a carriage which has been sent 
for me from England. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will direct the person who is bringing 
the carriage to proceed by the route enclosed to head quarters. 
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To Major Gen. Peacocl^e. Fuente Guinaldo^ 4tli May, 1812. 

I beg, that as soon as convenient after the receipt of this letter, you 
will inspect the — regt. under the G.O. of the 3d May, 1812, and make 
me a report upon its state without loss of time, in order that I may judge 
of tlie expediency of again ordering that regiment into the field. 

I understand that the — regt. have their mules, &c. in readiness to 
march at the shortest notice. 

To Brig. Gen. Le Cor. Fuente Guinaldo, 4th May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 1st inst., and I have given directions 
to the Commissary G(*n. to have a sum of money in the hands of the 
Commissary at Castello Branco, for the purpose of making the advances 
for cutting hay, at an early period in this month. 

The Commissary at Castello Branco will be directed to wait upon you 
on this subject. 1 beg, however, that you will observe, that I don’t 
propose to make advances for straw; I make advances for hay, under the 
notion that this description of forage would not be cut, under the existing 
circumstances of the country, if these advances were not made. What- 
ever may be tlie state of the country, the corn will be cut, and the straw 
will he a resource, and I am willing to take niy chanc(» of its being one, 
for the army on payment on delivery, ratlu‘r than pay for it befoiehand. 
It will not be necessary, therefore, to provide so large a sum to be ad- 
vanced as you pro])ose. 

To Lient. Gen. Sir T Graliani, K B. Fnente Guinaldo, 4th May, 1812, llj p.m. 

I enclose papers of tlie 27tli and 3()th Ajiril, from Salamanca. The 
former ought to have been received before. 

Marmont ought certainly to place his left on tlie Tagus, and his right 
at Avila, and to hold Salamanca by a small corps. But the French are 
so distressed for provisions, and in every other way, tliat it is difficult to 
guess what they will do. Affairs are going on but ill at Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
and a«* far as T can understand, there has been something very like a 
mutiny there ; and all parties agree tlial the garrison must be given over 
to us ; that is to say, the officers don’t choose to stay in it. 1 have given 
fair notice, liowever, that I will not take charge of the garrison, excepting 
on an acknowledgment under their hands, that they are incapable of holding 
it, or, as officers, of commanding their men ; and that sooner than garrison 
the ])lace permanently, I will destroy it entirely. I have, however, begged 
my brother to draw the serious attention of the government to this subject. 

1 think this time favorable for Hill’s operation upon Almaraz, and I 
have desired him to march upon it with a part of his troops. 

1 have sent large numbers of carts and animals to the magazines to 
bring up supplies for the places ; and tliat business is going on well. 
Before it can be so far completed us to enable me to leave this place, I 
must know what Marinoiit’s dispositions are, and 1 shall be prepared for 
a movement on one side or the other of the Tagus before the harvest. 
In order to make this preparation, however, I have done what could not 
be attempted in any other war but this ; having placed the right of the 
army upon the Sierra Moreiia, and llie left S. JoSo da Pesqueira, on 
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the Douro. But 1 am certain that the French will not find out how weak 
we are in all points. 

To <Iie Rt. Hull. Sir H. Wellesloy, K.B. Fueiite Guiiialdo, 4th May, 1812. 

1 enclose a loiter which I have received from Madrid from a person 
unknown to me, in regard to the two young men who will wait upon you 
with this letter. 

1 beg leave to recommend them to your protection ; and if it should 
appear that tlierc is any person in authority at Cadiz aeipiainted with the 
character of the writer of the enclosed letter, or with that of their family, 
1 beg you will recommend that they may be received into the academy, 
and eventually employed in the army. 

To Lifut Col. Sir H. Doii{'las Fiiriitc Guiiialilo, 6lh May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the ‘ifitli April. Il does not appear to 
me to be necc=.«^ary that you should issue the stores required by Brig. 
(Icn. Carroll till he shall have men to make use of them, and only in 
proportion as he shall have men. 

I beg leave to suggest to you the e\])ediency of abstaining from 
making remonstrances on the detaclnnenl of troops from Chilicia to Ame- 
rica, till you shall receive orders to do so from His Majesty’s government. 
Your duty is to make such representations as you may be directed to 
make to the General officer commanding in Galicia in regard to his 
operations, and to suggest the measures which may occur to you as likely 
to f(»r>vard the ol)|<ct in the view of His Majesty’s government, or of tlie 
Commander in Chief of the army. You are likewise to superintend the 
distribution of the stores sent to Galicia for the purposes of the war, 
according to the oiders whicli you will from time to time receive. But 
I beg leave to suggest to you, that you liave nothing to say to political 
measures. You luve nothing to do with the deta<*)iirent of troops or 
artillery to South America.* 

It is ol)\iou& that G(*n. Aba<lia, or Gen. Castunos, could not make such 
detadimenl'. without orders fiuiii tlieir government; and you must not 
endeavor to prevail upon lliem to disobey the orders which they may re- 
ceive, although you in iy jiress the expediency of the employment of the 
troo])s and artillery in other quarters, without reference to the orders of 
the government that tlie troops and artillery sliould be sent to America. 

If Ills Tklajesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz sliould wish to have those orders 
recalled, he will make the request direct to the government; and at all 
events your inleifercnce with the person who is to obey the orders of the 
governmont must be hopeless, while it will lead to discussions of-an un- 
pleasant nature, which may as well be avoided. 

Ill regard to the supply of arms and equipments to troops about to be 
detacliecl to America, you liave received the Sec. of State’s orders upon 
that subject, and you will of course obey them. 

* Tx)rd Wtllmgton Wiis not aware that Sir H Douj^las had leceived orders from His 
Majesty's Roveiiiinfiit to use every excition to d« fo.it any piojocl of the kiiitl, and which 
Lord IVelUtujton afterwards acknowledged to Fit // Uovgtas %n a letter dated 23th May, 
L8l 2, the draft of which is missing; but the rotonl ol that letter in llio Index states iis 
follows : < not to obey tlie iiistiiictiuus of the 6Ui iiist. till he receives further ordeis fVom 
tlie Sec. of State.’ 
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If troops should be detached to America which you have supplied with 
arms and equipments, you will observe to Gen. Abadia that the design in 
supplying these arms and equipments was to enable the Spanish govern- 
ment to oppose the common enemy in the Peninsula, and not to attempt 
any thing so hopeless as the conquest of the Colonies ; and you will sug- 
gest to him the expediency of using the arms and equipments for troops 
destined to serve against the common enemy in Europe. 

If any of the arms and equi])ments issued by you should be detached 
to America with the troops notwithstanding these remonstrances, you will, 
upon every occasion on which you shall make an issue to the troops in 
Galicia in future, stipulate that neither the arms nor the equipments 
issued by you are to be detached with any troops to America. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Fuente Oninaldo, 6th May, 1612. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the I6th, 23d, 25th, 
26th, and 29th April, Nos. 64, 65, 66, 67, and 68 ; and 1 have perused with 
great attention the enclosures from Major Gen. Ross. 

I entirely concur with Gen. Ross in opinion, that it is expedient that he 
should occupy Fort Atalaya, as well as Fort Galcras, and that those places 
should be provisioned for the period during which it is probable that they 
would hold out if attacked by the enemy, or during which it might be 
expedient that the garrison should be kept within them without commu- 
nication with the town. 

In regard to the heights of San Julian, I was induced, upon examining 
the plan of Carthageiia, and upon conversing with Lieut. Wells, to be of 
opinion that it was expedient not to occupy that position. According to 
Lieut. Wells* report, the construction of a respectable field work on that 
point appeared impracticable ; and any thing more solid appeared to re- 
quire such a length of time and a sum of money, owing to the extreme 
difficulty of getting materials to the spot, tliat it could not be expected 
that it would be completed within any reasonable period. 

It likewise appeared from an examination of the plan, that although the 
occupation of San Julian was essentially necessary, with a view to any 
more extensive system for the protection of the right of the works of the 
town, and for the protection of the navigation of the harbour, it was not 
itself sufficient for either object ; and therefore upon the whole 1 was of 
opinion, that it was better not to occupy San Julian, more particularly as 
it appeared that there was at all times a good communication with the sea 
from Galcras. It is, however, impossible to form a conclusive opinion 
upon a question of this description without seeing the ground. It is ob- 
vious that some of the information received from Lieut. Wells was erro- 
neous ; and Major Gen. Ross on the spot, must be a better judge than I 
can be here, of the effect of his work upon San Julian ; and upon the whole 
I certainly concur in his plan to complete the old Spanish held work on 
that hill, and to build within it the tower proposed by Capt. Roberts. 

Major Gen. Ross must likewise be a better judge than I can be of the 
expediency T>f placing guns of a large calibre in Fort Atalaya, and his 
works on San Julian. 

I have observed that the French have come but ill provided with ord- 
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nance and ammunition for the attack of strong places in Spain ; and, there- 
fore, unless there should be reason for preferring heavy ordnance lu 
outworks, light ordnance should be adopted. But if heavy ordnance should 
be necessary, and there should be any of the irregular calibres, it should 
be preferred to ordnance of the regular calibres. For this same reason I 
recommend, that if Major Gen. Ross should think ordnance of large 
calibres necessary in these outworks, he should prefer the English ordnance, 
as the ammunition will not answer for the French and Spanish calibres. 

I believe, however, that the heavy English iron 12 pounders will throw a 
shot as far as any other gun ; and if the shot is not required for destroying 
masonry, that calibre would answer as well as any other for all other pur- 
poses. This gun, therefore, ought to be preferred for these outworks, and 
it would be useless to the enemy if it should fall into their hands. 

The same observation regarding the deficiency of ammunition generally 
fell by the enemy for his operations, suggests the expediency of firing as 
few guns as possible of the regular calibres ; as 1 know, that upon more 
than one occasion, the French have carried on a siege nearly unprovided 
with shot excepting that fired by the be«ieged, which is picked up by tlie 
soldiers for a reward. 

The next subject which requires an answer in Major Gen. Ross* letters, 
relates to Alicante. 1 have received no orders from Ilis Majesty’s govern- 
ment to occupy that post with British troops, and I cannot think it expe- 
dient, in any view of the subject, to detach troops from Cadiz, or from this 
army, to occupy timt post. 

In regard to the proposition from Gen. O’Donell, that Major Gen. Ross 
should detach troops from Carthagena, I might refer Major Gen. Ross to 
the instructions which have been handed over to him by Col. Lambert, 
lie has tlie copy of tlie instructions which were given to Major Gen. the 
Hon. W. Stewart when he was detached from this army *0 Cadiz, in 1810, 
to which he is directed to attend, as far as they may be found applicable 
to the circumstances at Carthagena; and he will find in those instructions 
an article relating to quitting the Isla de Leon. 1 should be sorry to be 
bound myself, and 1 don’t wish to bind others by positive orders, which 
may not be applicable to circumstances as they may arise. 

The Spanish nation and troops, particularly the common soldiers, enter- 
Uin an opinion that our soldiers are invincible ; and that it is only neces- 
sary that they should appear, in order to insure success ; and they are so 
ignorant of tbc nature of a military operation, that they attribute our re- 
fraining from interfering upon many occasions to disinclination to the 
cause, and frequently to the want of the requisite military qualities in the 
General oflScer who directs our operations. It may be depended upon, 
that where there are British troops, there will be no want of invitations 
for their co-operation ; but I am convinced that there is no officer who 
can believe that 500 or 600 men can perform any thing essential ; or that 
it is proper to employ the King’s troops, or to risk their safety in the 
execution of plans which have really no essential object in view, which 
are adopted without consideration, and relinquished without cause ; and 
for the execution of which there do not exist, even in the opinion of those 
who propose them, any adequate means excepting the military virtues of 
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the British troops. I therefore hcg leave to warn Major Gen. Ross of the 
inexpediency of his attending to the invitations of Gen. O’Donell of co- 
operation in expeditions in the field; as he may depend upon it, that they 
will not answer any purpose. 1 can’t at this distance, however, take upon 
me to say, that a case will not occur, in which it may be proper that Major 
Gen. Ross should detach some of the troops under his command from Car- 
thagena ; and I beg to refer liim to my letter to you upon the subject of 
detachments from Cadiz, of the 15th Nov. 1811, which has been approved 
of by the Sec. of State. 

In regard to Major Gen. Ross’ complaints of the inclination of the sol- 
diers of Wattevi lie’s regiment to desert, I beg to observe: 1st; that it 
alTords an additional reason for not detaching from Carthagena the few 
Britibh troops he has under his command : 2dly ; that all General officers, 
who have fi^rcign Irooj^s under their command, have the same cause to 
complain. In that pari of the allied army under my command, called 
British, there are between GOOO and 7000 of them, who desert whenever 
they can get an opportunity; and I cannot increase the number, and de- 
crease that of the really British troops, in order to send another British 
regiment to Major Gen. Ross; neither do I think that you can s 2 )are 
another British regiment frcun Cadiz in exclnmge for 500 foreign troops. 

I am responsible for the description of troojis which 1 have sent to Car- 
thagena, and Major Gen Ros^j is responsible for making the proper use 
f)f them ; and if he thinks that I have lu^t to Carthagena troops u 2 )on 
whom he can d<' 2 )end fen* the service on wliicli he is einjiloyedjhe has only 
to say so, ai^jl he shall ho roli'^vod. 

1 don’t lliink it (jnile clear, whether Major Gen. Ross has or not a war- 
rant from you to enahio him to hold a CJeneral Court Martial, as he men- 
tions in one Ictt'T that lie not a warrant, and in another that he has 
orlered a Gener<il Court Martial to try certain deserters. 1 tlierefore en- 
close a warrant to enable him to hold a General Court Martial. 

It is necessary that you should re(|ut"-t the Governor of Gibraltar to 
supjdy the ordnance and stores reejuired as well for Cyiirtlingena as for 
Tarifa, and inform me and the Sec. of State of tin* nature and amount of 
those re(]uisitions. I concur in your paying the S]>anish soldiers a real a 
day for their work at Tarifa, hut 1 beg leave to suggest to you, that mea- 
sures may he adopted to insure their doing a day’s w^ork for the payment, 
eitlu*r by fixing the task which each man is to perforin, or by the active 
buperintendenee of officers, or by any other mode that may be proposed. 

To His Kxcolloncy C. Stuait. Fiiente Giiiii.ildo, 6tli May, 7R12. 

Although I have neither tlie authority nor the means of ajiplying a 
remedy to the various complaints wide)) you may have occasion to make, 

I beg that you will understand that it is my duty to attend to them, and 
that it is not necessary that you should make any apology for sending 
them. 

I beg leave to observe, however, that the papers transmitted in your 
letter of the 2d inst. are no answer to the complaints made by me of the 
civil authoritfes in Alentejo for omitting to supply the means of transport 
’required in February to bring up to Elvas tlie stores for the siege of 



SPAIN. 


635 


Badajoz. After the place was taken I threw upon tlie government the 
responsibility of bringing up the supplies to replenish the magazines of 
Elvas, and to fill those of Badajoz ; and 1 am happy to find that that mea- 
sure has had the effect of calling forth an exertion which, according to 
Dom M. Forjaz’s account, has accomplished my object. 

When a complaint is made in Portugal, I observe that there is no want 
of answers. But answers written months after the cause of complaint 
arises will not carry on the service, and 1 only wish that those who write 
them would come forward and suggest resources to remedy or remove the 
inconveniences of all descriptions occasioned by the neglects and omis- 
sions which gave cause for the complaints. I'hey will then probably 
think il necessary to do something more than give fallacious answers. 

In regard to money for the l^rtuguese government, 1 begged Mr. 
Bissctt to suggest to you that if you were not satisfied with the sum he 
was enabled to supply you, you should make your complaint on the sub- 
ject to the King’s government. I am not the Minister of Finance, nor is 
the Commissary Ceii. It is the duty of the King’s ministers to provide 
supplies for the service, and not to undertake a service for which they 
cannot provide adequate supplies t»f money and every other requisite. They 
have thrown upon me a very unpleasant task in leaving to me to decide 
what proportion of the money wliich comes into the hands of the Com- 
missary Gen. shall be a])plicd to the service of the British army, and what 
>liall be paid to the King’s minister, in order to enable him to make good 
tlie King’s engagements- to the Portuguese government; and at the same 
time that they have laid upon me this fcisk, and left me to find money to 
carry on the war as I could, they have, hy their orders, cut off some of 
ilie resources which 1 had. 

In every view of the case, therefore, it is 1o the King’s government 
that you should make your complaint. 1 iiiiisl say, however, that tlierc 
IS little cjiuse for coinpldiiit of want of sup])lies of money from tlie Por- 
tuguese government in tlie mouths of March and April. It appears by 
Mr. Bissett’s statement that lie issued to you in those months T2.5,()0() 
dollars, liesidcs siqiplics to a huge amount ; and liesides provisions for the 
Poituguese troops serving with our divisions, for the garrison of Almeida, 
and to the militia under Gens. Trant, Wilson, and the Conde de Amarante, 
and jiay and ])rovisioii& to tlie regiment at Cadiz. 1 cannot be certain, but 
I believe the Porlugiiese govi’rnment arc not entitled to more in money 
than tlie sum above stated. This, however, is no concern of mine ; I 
merely suggest it for your consideration, before you bring the subject 
under the consideration of the King’s government. 

At all events, whether the sum is less or more than the King- has en- 
gaged to supply to the Portuguese government, I could not authorise the 
issue of more, with justice even to the Portuguese service. The British 
army have not been jiaid for nearly 3 months ; we owe nearly a year’s 
hire to the muleteers of the army ; and we are in debt for supplies in all 
parts of the country ; and tve are on the point of failing in oav payments 
for some stqiplies esi^entially nevessary to hoth armies^ which cannot he 
jtrocured ejrtpting with teady money. 
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1 admit that the payments made in March and April, allhough to the 
full amount of what the Portuguese government are entitled to, are not 
sufficient for their wants. But that is no concern of mine. 1 have fre- 
quently recommended measures which, if they had been adopted, would 
by this time have rendered the Portuguese government independent of 
tlie subsidy, and an aid instead of being a financial burthen on Great 
Britain. I repeat those measures : a reform in the abuses of the customs 
of Lisbon and Oporto ; a more equal and just collection of the income 
tax on the commercial property, particularly in those large and rich cities. 
(It is really scandalous to hear of the fortunes which have been made by 
the mercantile classes in those cities by the war, and to refiect that they 
contribute nothing to bear its burthens.) A reform of the expenses of 
the naval establishments of tlic country and those of the arsenal. If these 
measures were adopted, the income would be equal to the expenditure, 
and the government would get on without calling upon Greet Britain at 
every moment to find that which, in the existing state of the world, can’t 
be procured, viz., money. 

I am concerned that I can’t agree with you in the justice of tlie propo- 
sition that the King should pay the hire of boats detained in the service 
of the Portuguese government, when the Commissariat don’t issue from 
the stores all that is required at the moment it is required. Adverting to 
the extensive store houses there are at Lisbon unemployed, and belonging 
to the government, it is not very friendly, nor, adverting to the scarcity 
of specie, very politic, to make the Commissary Gen. hire his stores at a 
large rent ; and I have frequently turned over in my mind the expediency 
of demanding from the Portuguese government a proportion of the rent 
for store houses, equal to the proportion of the stores consumed by the 
Portuguese army. This demand, however, has not been made. Tlmt 
which lias been made for rent is for stores not taken away, when the 
orders for their issues had been given, which, considering tliat when an 
issue is ordered, a purchase must be made of fresh quantities to supply its 
place ; and that if the stores of which the issue has been ordered are not 
carried away, new store rooms must be hired and additional expense in- 
curred, does not appear to me to be unreasonable. 

I must observe upon this discussion that it originates in the system of 
giving answers to complaints, instead of applying a remedy. 

Marshal Beresford makes a complaint of want felt by the army, and 
Senhor Cardoso answers, by wliat I must term a falsehood, viz., that he 
can’t get his supplies from the British Commissariat. When this answer 
comes to be examined here, after having gone through the usual course of 
notes, &c., it turns out to be proved that the issues had been ordered 
months before ; that the stores were still lying in the British store houses ; 
and that they hod been replaced by fresh purchases of stores, to hold 
which fresh store houses had been hired. Is a demand for payment 
for store room, under these circumstances, at all like a demand for 
payment of hire for boats, detained possibly by the usual course of 
business, but certainly, as appears by the above statement of facts, not by 
design ? 
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The man who wrote the paper which you sent to England is not em- 
ployed by me. I thought he had been employed by you, but I find he is 
employed by my brother. I judge from the intelligence that he is tlie 
same person who sends information from Valencia de Alcantara. 

Tu die Earl of Liverpool. Fucnte Guinaldo, 6th May, 1812. 

I enclose an extract of a letter which I wrote to my brother 3 days 
ago, in regard to the temper of the officers of the garrison of Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; since which time the officers have been in open mutiny. It is 
not necessary that I should enter upon the details of this event ; but it 
is obvious to me from the pretence for it, the conduct of the body of the 
officers in general, and the mode in which it was put an end to, that what 
they want is to get out of the garrison. I cannot but admit that their 
situation in the garrison is very distressing ; they have no pay, and nothing 
but their rations to subsist upon. The inhabitants in general had quitted 
Ciudad Rodrigo previous to the late blockade, and tliey have not yet re- 
turned, and the officers enjoy none of the conveniences which they would 
have by residing in tlie houses of the inhabitants in cantonments in the 
villages. Tliey are, therefore, dissatisfied with their situation, and I am 
certain that unless means can be devised of paying them and the troops 
under their command regularly, it is useless to expect any assistance from 
them. If I was enabled to pay them, 1 would force them to Icam and to 
perform their duty. 

Your Lordship will observe in the enclosed letter, that it is my opinion 
that all the supjilies sent to this country for the Spanish government should 
be at the disposal of the Commander in Chief of the King’s troops. I have 
long entertained this opinion ; and if I have not given utterance to it more 
clearly, it is because 1 was not desirous of creating an impression that I 
wished to accumulate power into my own hands. It might besides appear 
that I blamed the distribution of the supplies in kind, which had been 
made by His Majesty’s minister at Cadiz, as, till I rc'»'l L^rd Castlereagh’s 
dispatch to the Duque del Infantado, I did not know that the Spanish 
government had received any but very small occasional sums of money, 
always upon a promise of repayment, which promise had frequently been 
performed. 

The reasons why I think the supplies ought to be exclusively in the 
hands of the Commander in Chief are: Ist; That it will give him an 
influence over all the operations more efficient than the command under 
existing circumstances, and probably as efficient as it could be under any 
circumstances. 2dly ; It is the only mode in which the due distribution 
of the supplies, money in particular, can be secured for the purposes of 
the service. 

I beg to refer your Lordship to Sir H. Douglas’s statement of the 
revenue and expenditure of Galicia, and to the monthly estimates of the 
military expenditure in Portugal, in which you will see how large a 
revenue can be laid out among military pensioners and civil establishments 
of all descriptions, and an example of how small a proportion of a sum of 
money can be applied to the support of the real fighting soldier. 1 con- 
tend fur it, that if the King’s Ambassador at Cadiz disposes of this money. 
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he must dispose of it through the hands of the government : admitting that 
the government dispose of it conscientiously for the benefit of the army, 

what happens ? They send a part to , and the first thing 

will do will be to take the whole arrear of his own ap])ointments, and those 
of his whole Staff, and probably a part of the a])pointmcnts of 1 500 officers 

living at his head quarters at , who have dispersed ; the officers doing 

duty with the regiments will probably get but very little, and the soldiers 
positively nothing : this is a real representation of what I know to be 
a fact. 

A sum of money sent to — might be distributed rather more 

fairly, because he has with him more effective men and fewer idlers ; but 
still 1 will venture to assert, that the officers of his Staff iu*e less in arrears 
than those of the regiments, and the officers of tlie regiments infinitely 
less tlian the men. If this money is placed at my disposal: 1st; I shall 
insist that after the first 2 months, it shall be paid to none but disciplined 
troo])s. 

2dly; That Staff and regimental officers and the soldiers shall each 
receive their regular proportion of their pay. 

3dly ; 'Jliat every other sum of money, either collected upon the country 
by way of contribution, or sent by government, shall he distributed among 
the whole on the same princi]>le. 

I don’t think that the King’s Ambassador, distributing the money 
through the government, can effect this object : how(»V(T, in whatever 
way the King’s servants may decide this point, I beg to lay in a claim fjr 
a part of the money for the garrisons of Ciudad Kodrigo and Ihidajo/, and 
for the Spanish troops in Caslille and Estremadura, otherwi e much of the 
benefit to be expected from these conquests will be lost. 

To tlic Karl of Liv(*r])ool. Fui’iife Guiiialdo, 6tli May, 1R12. 

Having understood that some discussions of an unpleasant nature had 
taken place between Sir H. Douglas and Gen. Abadia in Galicia, and 
having observed, from the posts(*ript to a letter of the 13th nil. from Sir 
H. Douglas, that he was not on the terms on whicli he ought to he with 
Gen. Abadia, I have thought it proj)er to send him the instructions of 
which I enclose a copy. His direct interferenee to jirevcnt a detachment 
of troops from embarking from Galicia for America must he quite hope- 
less, if His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz cannot prevail upon the Re- 
gency to refrain from that measure ; and it has been the cause of the dis- 
cussions to which I refer, the existence of which has tendt'd to weaken Sir 
Howard’s influence in Galicia, and to diminish the benefit to be expected 
from liis employment in that quarter. 

The truth is, that when the Spanish government or nation are deter- 
mined to adopt u measure, however injurious to their cause, nothing can 
prevent them from carrying it into execution. 

The measure of sending troops to America has been insisted upon by the 
City of Cadiz, from which alone the government receive any pecuniary 
assistance, and which possesses unbounded influence over the Cortes, and 
it may be depended upon that no power which can be exerted will pre- 
vent its execution. 
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To the Kiirl of Liveipool. Fiieiite 6uiiialil(^ 6tb Muy, 1812. 

The enemy have distributed their troops generally in the cantonments 
which they occupied previous to their late march to this quarter, and 
nothing of any importance has occurred since I last addressed you. 

We are collecting provisions and stores for Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida, 
which I hope will arrive at an early period. No movement of importance 
has been made in the south. 

By accounts from (Jalicia T learn that Espor y Mina fought a very 
successful action with the enemy in the end of March, and frustrated all 
the endeavors of Grn. Dorscniie to destroy his corps with an inlinilely 
superior force lie has since been very successful against one of tbo 
enemy’s convoys on the i)lh Aiiril, and it is reported that he has taken a 
very large sum of money. 

The A.G, to Mr. Egerton^ Mthting lAbratg, IVhilthnll. Otii Ma\, ISli. 

I beg leave to tiaiisniit you the (i. (). of this army, fioiii tlie Isl Jaii to tiu* 
<31st Dec. ISll, 111 onb r tli.iL y oil in.i\ (.iiee them to be |iMiiteil, and bound in 
a manner exactly similar to those ot 1809 and 1810, and I lia\(‘ to iKpust tin \ 
may lie exjieditLd as iniieli as possible. As tin ropiinij of these ohIim’s Ims bein 
entrusted to a cl(‘ik iii this othee. it is moie tliaii ]>iol)d)le thdl maeduucies oi 
grammar and spelling may hi tound in the copy now -sent you, in \\I icli case 1 
nquest tlicgualest possihk i.iii may In l.dvi n to lia\e Hum eorrcilid in tliepiess 
1 ha\e also to infoim you that ti icuitUaiKe viil be made y ou tor printing tlie 
Oidors ot 1810 by the next ii.ad. 

To Lieul Gen. Sir T, Gialitini, K B. rueiitc (jiiinalilo, 7tli May, 1812, 0 p.m. 

I have desired Sir H. H ill to undertake tlic service wliicli 1 have long had 
in contemplation for the destruction of the eneinyV estahlislnnenls at A1 
inarii7, and 1 liopc ihiil he will have marched about this time with about 
5000 or (iOOO men for tliat object. I am not ((uite certiiin wliom Sir 
Rowland will leave ni command of tlie tioops in front of Badajoz. 

It ajipears by a letter which I have fn m Hill this rmrning, that some of 
Bonet’s troops W’eie in motion in the beginning i ' i- month towards 
Zalainea, &c. ; and I liear from Clemcnli Ik'rcira that the ‘Jd division of 
the ‘ Arum dv Partufjar was likewn.se in motion towards tlie Puerto del 
Pico; while Marmont, with a pait of the Arum* di Portugal^ remains 
at Salamanca. 1 conclude, tlicrefori*, that tlie lirst measure of the King’s 
command has heen to diaw closer the two armies; and that they will be 
in direct communication by Talnvcra, but nothing offensive can be intended 
wdth trerips so widely extended. 

As some time must elajisc yet before we can attempt any thing, I sliall 
he very much obliged to you if you will move your quarters to Portalegre, 
and if you will have your eye upon what is passing in front of Badajo/, 
and will go there, if you sliould find that any serious movement is likely 
to be made by the enemy on that place during Hill’s absence. 1 have 
ordered the Otli division from Caslello de Vide to Portalegre, in order to 
be nearer Badajoz, in case you sliould think more troops there to be 
necessary. 

1 enclose the copy of the instructions which 1 gave Sir R. Hill when 1 
left Estremadura, whi( h I shall be obliged to you to return to me, as I ha\ o 
no other copy. Brig. Gen. Power’s brigade, and the 22d regt., still ro- 
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main in Badajoz, and Penne Villemur’a cavalrj and infantry are at Bur- 
guilloB, &c. ; the Spanish government having as yet given neither answer 
nor orders respecting the garrison for that place. 

The communication with Almendralejo is carried on through Badajoz 
Aid Elvas, to Portalegre ; and as that road is but little about, it may pro- 
bably as well be continued by that line. The 6th division would be 3 
days marching from Portalegre to Badajoz ; of which, 2 to Campo Maior, 
or the left of the position of Engracia, referred to in the enclosed letter. 

The mutiny at Ciudad Rodrigo has taken place, and was settled by Don 
Carlos de Espaha without communicating with me, in a manner of which 
I cannot approve. Not knowing of his arrival at the place, I sent a letter 
to the Governor the night before last, which would have had the effect of 
opening the eyes of the well disposed, and would have separated them 
from the bad ; and at all events, would have ascertained, and probably 
have fixed the sentiments of the soldiers on the right side, and would have 
settled the business as it ought to have been settled, without concession. 
We can never depend upon this garrison under existing circumstances; 
and I must endeavor to prevail upon Castanos to send one from Galicia. 

I write to Hill to request him to desire the officer in command of tlic 
troops in front of Badajoz to report to you at Portalegre, as well as to me. 

To Lieut. Qen. Sir T. Graliam, K.B. Fuente Guiiialdo, 8th May, 1812. 

I enclose the only intelligei)ce which I have received since yesterday. 

By a letter from Hill of the 5th, 1 find it was only a part of Drouct’s 
troops that moved. 

I enclose a declaration which I have received from England, from which 
it appears that the question of the Orders in Council is settled. 

1 liave a paper from America, from which it appears that the Americans 
liave laid a general embargo on all vessels. This is a measure of im- 
portance, as all this part of the Peninsula has been living this year on 
American flour. 

To Col. Austin. Fuente Guiiialdo, 9th May, 1812. 

1 have received this day your letter of the 2d inst., informing me of 
the arrival at Ayamonte of the regiment of Jaen, which is to go to Badajoz. 

G. O. Fneute (juinaldo, 8th May, IHIS. 

1. Ill order to insure die re^larity of the delivery of soldiers' letters in England, it is 
necessary tliat the Commanding officers of regiments should have a list made of the soldiers' 
letters which will go to England by every ixist. 

2. The Commanding officers of those legiments which communicate with Engluid 
through head quarters, are to send the soldiers' letters, with the list of them, to Major Scovell, 
the S^Tintendeiit of military communications. 

3. The Commanding officers of those regiments which communicate with England 
without passing through head quarters, are to send the soldiers' letters, with a list of them, 
toT. Reynolds, Esq., agent of the packets at Lisbon, and a duplicate of the list to Major 
Scovell, tlie Superintendent of military communications, at head quarters. 

4. The soldiers are to pay 15 reis postage for each letter. The officers commanding com- 
panies are to pay tlie postage into the hands of the paymaster of the regiment ; and the pay- 
masters of regiments are to pay tiie sums received on account of postage into the hands of 
the Dep. Paymaster Gen. or his assistant^ upon everv wcasion on which they will wait u|K)n 
him, or his deputies, to receive the balance due on their estimates. 

5. Major Scovell will take care to supply the Paymaster Gen. with the amount of the 
demand againit each regiment for each week ; and he will forward the sums received, 
either by bill or otherwise, to Mr. Reynolds, the agent for packete at Lisbon. 
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I intended that the troops destined to garrison Bftdajoz should be landed 
at Setuvaly as being nearer BadajoZy and a place from wliich the/ could 
be more easily provisioned on their march. 

It will be necessary for you to adopt the arrangements for subsisting 
these troops on their march which I requested you to adopt for the sub^ 
eistence of those under the Conde de Pennc Villemur. I enclose a route 
for them, but I much fear that they will be distressed for provisions on 
their march, if they should have marched before you will have received 
the route, and the Commissary can have had time to order that prepara- 
tions might be made for them from Beja. 

T%e A.G, to Hfqjcr Roifal, Santarem^ 9th May, 1813. 

1 have the honor to inform yon, in reply to your communications of the 26th, 
27th, and 30tli ult., that all deserters, or persons suspected of having deserted, are 
to be forwarded to the head quarters of their regiments with the least possible delay, 
when an opportunity offers, at the same time apprising the Adj. Gen. thereof. The 
deserters from the French army, employed as orderlies at the hospital station under 
your command, are to be paid as orderlies usually are, and it will be charged accord- 
ingly. Such deserters as nave proved or shall prove refractory, and do not conform 
to the rules of the station, you are to proceed against at first by confinement, or 
stopping their sqiirits or wine ; in the event of that not having the desired effect, 
you will inform me further on the subject. I am further desired to inform you, 
that such French deserters as are not actually employed or wanted as orderlies 
are to be sent back to Lisbon. 

When officers are reported to you fit to join their regiments, they may proceed, 
having received the necessary route from you, without any reference to me. As 
it is very probable that Lieut, — ■ ■ , — light dragoons, left Santarem without 
informing you or the senior Medical officer, through ignorance of the customs at 
hospital stations, you will make known to all the officers at the station under your 
command, that your sanction and that of the senior Medical officer are necessary 
before they can quit tlie station. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th May, 1813, 10 a.m. 

I enclose 3 letters from Cadiz ; I have others from (ien. Cooke which 
I will send you to-morrow. They contain details on which I must give 
an answer. There is nothing new here. 

1 find that the American embargo took place on the 7th April for 90 
days, and I conclude will then be renewed, if the harvest should be so 
bad in Europe that their assistance will be required to feed these countries. 

We have more than 200 days’ provisions for the British and that part 
of the Portuguese army fed by our Commissariat. The demands, how- 
ever, for the Portuguese garrisons, and that part of the army not fed by 
us, will reduce the supply to 4 months. But I some time ago sent to 
Brazil, and to the Mediterranean, and to the British settlements in North 
America. I think, therefore, that both army and people, and Cadiz will 
continue to be well supplied, even if the American embargo should be 
continued. If it should not, com will be excessively cheap. 

To Lieut Gen. Campbell, Gibraltar. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th May, 1813. 

I have requested Adm. Berkeley to send to Gibraltar the 4 transport^ 
named in the margin, which are l^en with ordnance and stores, accoj^ing 
to the enclosed return. These transports, as well as those respecting 
which I wrote to you on the 19th April, are to wait at Gibraltar the 
orders of Lieut Gen. Lord W. Bentiuck, 
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Yonr Excellency will observe in ihe return twenty seven 24 poniider 
carriages, and three 18 pounder carriages, which it is djesirable should re^- 
reive at Gibraltar the repairs which they will require ; and it is recom- 
mended by the ofiScers of the artillery that they should be fitted with 
strong iron trunnion boxes, to secure the guns from forcing their way 
back by constant firing. 

In order to complete the heavy ordnance equipment required by Lord 
W. Bentinck, it is desirable that guns for these carriages and stores should 
be provided in the garrison of Gibraltar ; and I have therefore to request 
your Excellency that twenty seven 24 pounder iron guns, Carron manu*- 
facture, of 9 feet 6 inches long, and three 18 pounder guns of the same 
manufacture, 8 feet 6 inches long, should be prepared for these carriages, 
and embarked, with 1000 rounds of ammunition for each gun; eight 
24 pounder guns, with their carriages and ammunition, in the Souths 
ampton^ and eight 24 pounder guns, with their carriages and ammunition, 
in the Mary Anne. 

I propose to send from Lisbon two more transports to receive the re- 
maining 14 guns and the ammunition, which transports shall take to 
Gibraltar the 3664 24 pounder spherical case shot, and the 7000 5^ inch 
spherical case fuses, stated in the enclosed return as forwarded in these 
transports. 

Included in the 1000 rounds for each gun, I beg that there may be 100 
of grape, and 100 rounds of case shot for each. 

To J. Biiiett, Esq., Coroznissary General. Fuente Ouinaldo, lOtfa May, 1812. 

I return Mr. Pipon’s letter of the 6th, and Mr. Stuart’s to me, and my 
answer ; and 1 beg that the two letters may be sent back to me. I beg 
that orders may be given to Mr. Pipon to issue the quantities required by 
the Portuguese government for the month of May, excepting the rice, 
of which it appears, by Mr. Dalrymple’s return, that there is none in store. 

To the Rt Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Ouinaldo^ lOth May, 1812. 

I have received your letters to the 2Sth April. 

1 learn from the Governor of Algarve, that one of the regiments in- 
tended for Badajoz is arrived at Ayamonte, which is unlucky, as 1 
expected they would have come to Setuval ; and no preparations have 
been made to supply them on the road from Ayamonte. These prepara- 
tions, however, were ordered yesterday, after I heard of their arrival at 
Ayamonte. 

1 concur with you in respect to the expediency of giving assistance to 
Whittingham’s division. It would have been desirable, however, to 
know the last expense ; and 1 recommend to you to call for an estimate 
of it without loss of time. It would likewise be desirable to know what 
part of the expense would be borne by the revenues of the islands of 
Minorca and Majorca. I mention ^is, because there will be much to do 
with the million allowed for Spanish services. 

I was never so much disappointed as by the Standard. I did not expect 
4 or 5 millions, but I expected more than she has brought. I have no 
idea what we shall do for want of money. I^ I had a little now, I should 
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certainly keep the campaign on its legs. But how are we to pay this 
Spanish million in addition to our other charges ? 

You will have heard of the American embargo for 90 days, from the 7 th 
April ; that is to say, to see whether their com will be absolutely neces- 
sary for our subsistence next year. If it should not be so, they will take 
oif the embargo. But I see that the new ministry have lowered their tone 
about the Orders in Council. Indeed, they have laid themselves on this 
subject at the mercy of France and America. 

Since I wrote to you last, the officers of the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo 
have been in a state of mutiny, the details of which will have been com- 
municated to the government by Gen Alava. Don Carlos de Espana went 
there and settled the matter ; not, in my opinion, exactly as it should have 
been settled ; and it is impossible to have any confidence in the troops in 
that garrison. As soon as I shall know whether you will give any, and 
what sum of money for the support of that garrison, I shall write to Cas- 
tanos to have them relieved by troops from Galicia. 

P. S. Would it be possible to come to any arrangement with the Bar- 
baresque powers to su}iply Cadiz, Lisbon, &c., with corn P It would be 
capital to turn the tables upon these cunning Americans, and not to allow 
them to have any intercourse with those ports. I have sent to Brazil and 
to the Mediterranean for com, and to the British settlements in North 
America ; to the Western Islands, &c. Mexico ought to be able to supply 
some. 

1 enclose the last dispatch. 


To Hi 8 Excellency C Stuart. Fuente Guiiialdo, 10th May, 1813. 

I have received your letter of the 7lh. It would, I believe, save you, 
and certainly me, a good deal of trouble, if you would be so kind as to 
send me the requisitions for supplies by the Portuguese government on 
our Commissariat. It is impossible for me to allow Mr. Pipon or any body 
else to grant them without my consent, and it would save a great deal of 
useless correspondence if they were to come in the regular form to me. 
This becomes the more necessary, as there is a prospect that the supply of 
com, &c., will not be so plentiful as it has been lately. 

Reckoning for that part of the Portuguese army supplied by our Com- 
missariat, we have in magazine for our army for 200 days ; the demands 
of the Portuguese government upon us, supposing them to continue at the 
same rate at which they have been for the last 4 months, will reduce our 
stock to one for 4 months. I have desired that it may be increased and 
kept up to one for 6 months for both armies, so that you will see there is 
no difficulty in supplying the demands. But 1 cannot allow them to be 
supplied without my consent. 

I had already ordered that all the demands for depositos^ &c., made from 
January to the end of April, might be complied with. I have now desired 
that the demand for May might be complied with, excepting rice. We 
have none of that article in our stores, excepting 4443 quintals^ ordered 
to be issued to the Portuguese government, being their demand for April, 
not taken away. 

If would be very desirable if the demands for supplies were made in thei 
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bet 10 days of each month for tlie ensuing month, specifying where it 
would be most convenient for the Portuguese government to receive the 
amount ; that is to say, at Lisbon, at Figueira, or at Oporto, 1 don’t mean 
to say that we can always supply the demand at the place they wish to 
have it; hut it would frequently be more convenient to us to supply the 
demand at Oporto instead of at Lisbon. 

You are the heat judge respecting the amount of these demands, and the 
expediency of continuing to supply them at the rate they are made. 1 
hope to-morrow to be able to send to Dom M. Forjaz a statement of their 
amount and cost, from 1st Jan. to 30th April, from which I am afraid it 
will appear that the Portuguese government have received from the Com- 
missariat more than the subsidy, in the 4 months which have elapsed since 
the 1st Jan., to the amount of £250,000! You will judge whether you 
will go on at that rate. All that I contend for is that the tone of complaint 
pf insufficient supplies from us ought to be laid aside, and that I, at least, 
ought not to he ^e target on these occasions. 

In regard to the bills demanded for £100,000 sterling, you must be the 
best judge how far it is expedient to grant them in the existing state of 
our credit and of our finances. 

To Liait. Oen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Fuentc Guinaldo, 10th May, IfilS. 

De Lancey has communicated to me your letter to him of the 8th inst., 
and the enclosure from Gen. Le Marchant in regard to tlie portable forges.^ 
If Gen. Le Marchant states that there are no horses in his brigade decidedly 
unfit for the ranks, but still capable of some service, I beg you will autho- 
rise him to have purchased, and kept upon the strength of troops, as pointed 
out in my letter of the 2d, 4 mules for each portable forge, at the price 
stated in that letter. 

It is really necessary, however, that we should all avoid incurring an 
expense for the public, when it is not absolutely necessary, and 1 hope that 
Major Gen. Le Marchant thoroughly understands the principle on which 
I have consented to the purchase of mules for this service. The horses 
which Major Gen. Le Marchant states to be unlit for service should be 
sent to grass. 

In regard to your proposal to have a different saddle, I beg that you will 
give your own orders to have any saddle made that you may think proper, 
and it shall be supplied, if you will only state the kind of saddle that it is 
to be. 

I shall be sorry if this establishment should not answer, and I have no 
doubt it will answer, if pains be taken to have the men taught how to 
saddle the horse with a b&t or pack-saddle. If it should not, we must 
only return to the old forge-carts. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Faenfe Guinaldo, 11th May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the iBtb, and I am happy to see that the 
troops have their pay to so late a period. They are paid os far as 
we are. 

I hope to be able to send Dom M. Forjaz my letter of this day. It is 
in English, and therefore I don’t send you a cgpy of it. 
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I'd Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente GuinaMo, llth May, 181^ 9 a.ii. 

I have received your letter of the — , and I am concerned to learn that 
there is a fever at Portalegre. I had not heard of this circumstance before. 

Hill takes with him only the 13th light dragoons, and the Portuguese 
dragoons, Col. Ashworth's, Gen. Howard's, and 2 battalions of Col. Wilson'a 
brigades of infantry. 

Order any of Sir Stapleton’s division of cavalry that you please to move 
up, in case you hear of any serious movement of the enemy in Estre- 
madura. 

The 4th dragoon guards, belonging to Gen. Slade’s brigade, and Sir W. 
Erskine’s division of cavalry, are still at Ponte de Sor, not having their 
number of mules ; their mules having been taken from them when they 
were at Tondella, to attach them to the German dragoons. I expect that 
the 4th dragoon guards will be completed immediately, when they shall 
join their brigade at all events ; but you will consider Sir Stapleton’s divi- 
sion likewise at your disposal. 

I am very much afraid that Hill will be late. 

The — -th were very bad when I sent them away from the army, but I 
was in hopes they had improved at Lisbon. I am to send away 2 battalions 
in exchange for the 2d batt. 4th regt., and I think the — th shall be one 
of them, although we have 2 or 3 others that are very bad. 

There is nothing new here. 

To Col. Torreni, Military Secretary. Puente Guinaldi^ 12th May, 1812. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will take measures to sug- 
gest to the Colonels of regiments serving in this country to have the 
clothing for their regiments at Lisbon before the let Oct. next. Some of 
the regiments have put on since Christmas last, and have now in wear, the 
clothing due to the men at Christmas, 1810; and Colonels of those 
regiments can experience no difficulty in having their clothing out at the 
time above specided. Others of them have in wear the clothing due at 
Christmas, 1811 ; and although it may be more difficult for the Colonels 
of these regiments than it is for the others to have their clothing, due at 
Christmas, 1812, in Portugal by the 1st Oct. 1812, I conceive it is not 
impossible ; and it is really necessary, with a view to the arrangements to 
be adopted, to have the clothing brought up to the army in time. 

To Ibe Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 12th May, 1812. 

We have received here the accounts of the American embargo for 3 
months from the 7th April ; and, adverting to the quantity of provisions 
imported into the Kingdom of Portugal, principally, 1 believe, from the 
American States, in the last 12 months, of which I enclose a return, you 
will readily believe that these accounts haye occasioned a good deal of 
anxiety. Not only Portugal, but the neighbouring provinces of Spain 
have subsisted upon these importations. I feel no anxiety respecting the 
subsistence of the army in consequence of this measure ; and I had already 
adopted some measures with a view to supply the deficiencies which might 
be generally felt in the markets if the embargo were to continue, which I 
think might be still further improved. 
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When your Lordship informed me, in your letter of the 2l8t Nov., that 
we could not expect any supplies of grain from England, 1 desired that 
the magazines of the army might be augmented from a stock for 3 months’ 
consumption to one for 6 months’ consumption. We had accordingly in 
the magazines, when we received the accounts of the embargo, more than 
sufficient to last our army 200 days, including that part of the Portuguese 
army serving in the British divisions. 

The Portuguese demands upon us for grain instead of money as subsidy 
will reduce that stock in some degree ; but I have directed additional pur- 
chases, in order to keep up our magazines to that quantity till the state of 
the next harvest in England shall be known, when, if it should be plenti- 
ful, 1 shall reduce them again to a supply for 3 months. 

Expecting that something of the kind that has lately taken place in 
America would occur, I requested Mr. Stuart in the winter to take mea- 
sures to get corn from Brazil, from the North American States, and 
from the coast of Barbary; and I have since adopted measures to get some 
from the British Colonies in North America, where I believe much can 
be got. 

1 believe that our expectations of a supply from Brazil will not be dis- 
appointed ; and indeed I believe that a very large supply could be drawn 
from thence if ships were sent there. 1 am afraid that our demands in 
North America were too late. 

It is not impossible that this measure of hostility (under the disguise of 
peace) of Uie worst description has been adopted by the American 
government at an earlier period than was intended, in consequence of 
their receiving intelligence of tlie measures taken by us to purchase sup- 
plies there. 

Our measures to procure supplies on the coast of Barbary have failed, 
principally, as I am informed, from the deficiencies of the persons em- 
ployed by the British government to conduct their affairs on that coast. 
The affairs of that coast become every day more interesting. It is very 
desirable that the allies should, and that the enemy should not, enjoy the 
benefit of their resources ; and I believe that both objects could be ac- 
complished if persons of character and talents were employed to conduct 
the affairs of the British government there, instead of those who are there 
at present 

The persons who should be sent from England on these services, if any 
should be sent, might call at Lisbon and at Cadiz, in order to converse 
with the King’s ministers, and the persons employed at those places to 
superintend the supply of the markets, and of the magazines of the army. 

The measures which 1 have adopted to get com from the British 
Colonies in North America have been confined to the Commissary Gen. 
directing the Commissary Gen. there to make purchases for him, and to 
send them to Portugal ; and JVfr. Stuart has desired Mr. Foster to employ 
some money which he had sent him to make purchases in the American 
States, in making purchases in the British Colonies. But if the embargo 
should be renewed, these measures will not be sufficient to supply the 
demands of this country and Cadiz, notwithstanding the prospects of 
the* plentiful harvest. 
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Your Lordihip knows best whether the British Colonies in North 
America can supply any large quantity of com ; if they can, I would beg 
leave to suggest that some measures should be adopted by government, 
probably through the Board of Trade, to secure the importation of a large 
quantity into the Peninsula before the winter. 

You will see in the enclosed paper the prices which the different kinds 
of grain have brought in tlie Lisbon market Flour has latterly been 
from 15 to 17 dollars the barrel of 196 lbs. The price has increased 
very much since the accounts of the embargo have been received, but 1 
think it will fall again as the harvest approaches, which promises to be 
remarkably plentiful. We have already had an offer from America to 
supply U6 with 60,000 barrels of dour, at an advance of 50 per cent. 
beyond the price before the accounts of the embargo were received, to 
which I have declined to agree, as there is no want at present, and we 
could not get this supply before the harvest even in England ; and if the 
want should be so great as that the price will rise to the amount demanded 
by about 23 dollars a barrel, the embargo will prevent the AmericaiiB 
from bringing their corn to the Lisbon market. If the price should not 
rise to that sum it will be because there will be plenty of com, and if tliat 
should be the case there is no reason why we should engage to pay this 
exorbitant price. 

However, the subject requires early attention to counteract the mis- 
chief which the American government certainly intended by laying on 
the embargo at the time they did ; and I am certain that by attention 
there will be plenty in Portugal, notwithstanding the failure of the supply 
from America. 

Your Lordship will have heard that the Standard has brought no money 
on account of the Spanish government, and only 380,000 dollars on account 
of the British government. This failure has disa 7 >p(> luted me much, and 
I am quite at a loss to know what to do. 

The eventual success of the campaign depends upon my being able to 
move forward into Spain before the harvest, but I can’t venture upon that 
measure without having a sum of money in hand. Under these circum- 
stances, the want of the 500,000 dollars which we might have got from 
Gibraltar but for the orders of the Treasury, may be most unfortunate. 
It would be very desirable on every account that the Treasury should 
appoint a person here in whom they would feel confidence, to conduct the 
financial concerns of tliis army. It would relieve the Commissary Gen. 
and me from much business and anxiety, on a subject with which 1 at 
least ought to have nothing to do, and the business would be done to the 
satisfaction of the Treasury. 

We are now 3 months in arrears of pay to the troops ; we owe the mule- 
teers an immense sum ; and what is worse than all, there are bills out- 
standing for meat to the amount of 800,000 dollars. 

I enclose the weekly and daily states. 

Vu A,G. to Lieut. Cel Fletcher, R.E. 12th May, 1812. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to transmit you a copy of a letter 
received from the senior Medical officer at EIvqb. His Excellency would feel great 
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i^pugnance in being oblipd to take notice of Capt. ccnduet ; but at tbe 

pame time he cannot avoid obeerviiig that these acts of violence are so extremely 
euWrsive of all good order, that I am to request you vrill fully explain to Capt. 

the impropriety thereof. If Capt. —^s health should be of the nature 

described by the senior Medical officer, it would be advisable that steps should be 
taken to prevent him repeating these excesses. 

To Capt P. Malcolm, H.N. Fuente Ouinaldi^ 13th May, 1812. 

I received your letter of the 22d March, and I am very much obliged 
to you for the wine which you sent me by the Laiona^ which I conclude 
is the same for which Capt. Bigby of the Theban ordered Mr. Dobree of 
Guernsey to draw upon me. 1 ordered Messrs. Coutts to pay the bill. 
There are two cases, of 12 dozen, although you mention in your letter 3 
cases. 

I was very happy to hear of your appointment to be Captain of the 
fleet, which I conclude to be agreeable to you, although you will not have 
quite so much to do at an early period as some of your predecessors. Pray 
present my best respects to Lord Keith. 

1 can give you no news from hence. I hoped to be able to make a 
great campaign of this, and I have not yet lost all hopes, although I have 
met with some disappointments. 

When do you expect your brother John ? 

P. S. About Pasley ; I could recommend him, and would recommend 
him if he were under my command ; but 1 can recommend nobody except- 
ing by permission, and the permission would not be granted for an officer 
not serving here. 1 have a veiy high opinion of him, and I wish we had 
him ; although we have made such an expenditure of engineers, that 1 
can hardly wish for any body, lest the same fate should befall him as has 
befallen so many ! ! 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Grabam, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 13tb May, 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose the only paper of intelligence which I have received since 1 
wrote to you last, from which it would appear that Marmont’s troops have 
not yet moved into Estremadura. If this is the case, Hill will yet be in 
time. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir R. Fletcher, Bart R.E. Fuente Guinaldo, 13th May, 1812. 

I am very anxious to send some engineer officers and some of your 
artificers to Gibraltar, in order to be prepared for a service likely to be 
carried on on the Eastern coast ; and I should be glad to know from you 
how many engineer officers and artificers you could now spare for that 
purpose. All those that you can spare should march to Lisbon as soon 
as may be convenient : and I beg that it may not be known on what 
service they are going. If you cannot spare their services immediately, 
it does not much signify, as 1 shall find means of sending them in fast 
sailing vessels. ^ 

1 beg to draw your attention to the enclosed reports from Lieut. — — , 
who is employed on the Douro ; and to the reports from Capt Ross, made 

Lieut Col. Sir R. Fletcher had been made a Baronet, in coniequence of having been 
u)0 oommanfUng engineer at tlie neges of Ciudad Rodrigo and 
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last year, which I likewise enclose. It appears to me, that the great 

obstacle which Lieut. finds to the completion of the navigation of 

the Douro, is that which Capt. Ross reported to have been overcome by 
the Portuguese government at great expense. I doubt Lieut. being 
very capable of understanding the subject on which he writes : and it is 
really very desirable that we should take some decided steps in order to 
know whether we can, or not, render the Douro navigable to Barca 
d’Alva. Return the enclosed papers. 

1 am anxious to hear from you what you propose to do to defend the 
sluices of the Rivillas ; what you have discovered respecting the means of 
throwing water into the ditch of the place, and retaining it there ; and 
respecting the mines; and at what period you expect to have finished 
your work. 

To the Earl of Llrerpool. Fuente Ghiiualdo, 13th May, 1819. 

The only movements which the enemy have made since I addressed 
your Lordship last, have been apparently with a view to connect the army 
of the South with the * ArnUe de PortugaV Gen. Drouet has moved his 
head quarters from Fuente Ovejuna to Hinojosa de Cordova, apparently 
with a view to communicate with the detachments of the 1st division of 
the ‘ Arm^ de Portugal^ which from Talavera de la Reyna are in the 
country between the Tagus and the Guadiana. 

It has been for some time reported that King Joseph had been ap* 
pointed Generalissimo of the French armies in Spain, with the exception. 
I believe, of the army of Aragon and Catalonia. I have not seen any 
official notification of this appointment, but 1 give credit to the report ; 
and I attribute the partial movements which have lately been made of the 
army of the South to their right, and of the ‘ AmUe de PortugaP to their 
left, to the desire of the King to establish a more perfect communication 
between these armies than had hitherto existed. It is very obvious, how- 
ever, from the general distress suffered by all the enemy's troops for want 
of provisions, that they cannot undertake any operation till the harvest 
shall be ripe. 

I have directed Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill to endeavor to destroy the 
enemy’s establishments at Almaraz, constructed with a view to give tliem 
that passage over the Tagus, which object 1 hope he will be able to effect. 
He was to break up from his cantonments at Almendralejo with part of 
the 2d division of infantry, and the 13th light dragoons, in order to march 
upon this expedition on the 11th inst. 

1 have requested Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham to go to Portalegre, and 
have ordered the 6th division of infantry to Arronches, in order to be in 
readiness to march into Estremadura, in case the enemy should move 
upon hearing of Sir R. Hill’s march. 

The measures for filling the magazines of Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida 
are still in progress ; and till those objects are accomplished, the allied 
army will continue cantoned, as I before reported to your Lordship. 

Great progress has been made by our engineers in the repairs of the 
damages done to Badajoz. But I am sorry to have to mention to your 
Lordship that the Spanish engineers have continued to neglect Ciudad 
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Rodrigo, where but little work has been done since I left the place on ihts 
5th March to go into Estremadura. 1 have frequently remonstrated upon 
this neglect since my return to this part of the country, and 1 have men- 
tioned it to His Maiesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz. I approve highly of the 
conduct of the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, Gen. Vives ; but I am con- 
cerned to add, that the officers and garrison under his command are but 
little to be depended upon. 

The guerrillas are very active in all parts of the country ; some em- 
ployed in forming and disciplining their troops, and others in enterprises 
against the enemy, in many of which they have lately been very successful. 

There has been no movement in the north. 

Gen. Ballesteros surprised at Alora, and defeated, a column under 
Gen. Rey, on the 14th April ; and it is reported that the division of Gen. 
Copons, one of those composing the corps under the command of Gen. 
Ballesteros, had on the 1 7th entered Malaga. But this report has not 
been confirmed. 

To the Surl of Lireipool. Fuente Guinaldu, 13th May, 1812. 

Major Gen. Cooke having informed me that he had represented to your 
Lordship that the corps of Royal Military Artificers at Cadiz was much 
reduced by a detachment which had been sent to Portugal, I beg to ac- 
quaint you, that 1 gave orders some time ago that these men should return 
forthwith, and I imagine that they must have arrived before this period 
at Cadiz. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 13th May, 1812. 

I have the honor to transmit lists of officers entitled to medals for the 
action at El Bodon,* and the assault and capture of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
under the regulations contained in your Lordship’s letter of the 3d Sept. 
1811. 

The A^G. to A,A.Gm, of divuiong. 18th May, 1812. 

The men in the enclosed return being invalided for England, it is the Com- 
mander of the Forces’ direction tliat immediate steps may be taken to settle their 
accounts, prior to their embarkation, at the station where they now are ; and tlie 
Paymasters of the respective corjis must be apprised of the same accordingly. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 14th May, 1812, 11 p.ic. 

I enclose letters from my brother and Gen. Cooke, and some just re« 
ceived from Salamanca. 

We have the accounts of Copons* entering Malaga from other quarters 
besides in the enclosed papers, and the dates agree. 

I am glad to find that the fever at Portalegre is not so bad as waa re- 
ported. That place is very subject to infectious fevers, if great care is 
not taken to keep the town clean ; but not at this season of the year. It 
is situated at the south side of the hilli^, and does not enjoy the advantage 
of the northerly breezes, and is intolerably hot in the months of July, 
August, and September, at which season the town is very unhealthy^ if 
great attention is not paid to cleanliness; but in general it is the most 
healthy town in the province of Alentejo. 

* Medids were not granted for El Eodon. 
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To Mqor G«d. Cooke. Fueiite Guinaldo, I4th May, 16X2. 

I have received your letters of the 3d, and I regret that I had not 
received that from Major Gen. Ross of the 20th April, marked ‘ con- 
fidential,’ before I wrote you my last letter of the 10th inst., as I should 
have had before me a clearer view of Major Gen. Ross’s intentions, and 
of those of Gen. O’Donell. However, there is no reason why that letter 
should not be sent to Major Gen. Ross, with the explanation that 1 
not seen his of the 20th when 1 wrote it. 

I shall not fail to mention Capt. Adam to Sir £. Pellew as Gen. Ross 
desires. 

1 beg that serjeont J. Johnson may be appointed an Assistant at Car- 
thagena to the Deputy Provost at C^iz. His pay will be ensign’s pay 
and allowances, under the G. O. of this army of the 3d May, 1809. 

To the RU Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Puente Guinsldo, 14th May, 1812. 

1 have received your letters of the 6th, and I shall recommend Mr. 
Dobson for an ensigncy. 

I don’t know what sums of money have been sent into Estremadura ; 
but I have been well acquainted with the state of affairs in Castille since 
August last, and 1 can assure you most positively, that the officers and 
troops here have not received one shilling for any purpose whatever. 
The troops in Ciudad Rodrigo have subsisted solely upon what 1 have 
given them ; and Don Carlos de Espatia’s division, some of them upon 
our magazines, and others by plundering the country. 

If you wish to know what becomes of the money which you give to the 

government, and the government send to Gen. , I refer you to Sir 

H. Douglas’s reports of the finance of Galicia, in which you will see a 
sample of the manner in which civil and military pensioners, and large 
civil and military staff, can cat up the revenues of a kingdom, and leave 
nothing for the men who must fight for its defence. To which informa- 
tion I shall add what I know to be fact, viz., tliat when , or any other 

General officer, receives a sum of money, he does not, as we do, pay the 
soldiers first, and the staff last ; but he first takes the arrears of his own 
appointments, and of those of his staff officers ; he then pays the officers 
a part of their pay, and the men 7wthing, There are 1500 officers and 

— soldiers at ’s head quarters at — , each of whom has 

received more pay than those officers now doing duty with their regiments 
in Ciudad Rodrigo. These are tlie abuses which have sunk Spain ; and 
there is no Spanish government equal to the task of getting the better of 
them ; and I will add, that if the English subsidy, instead of Being one 
million sterling, was ten millions sterling, and was to pass through the 
hands of the Spanish government, it would be spent in the same manner, 
and would produce no benefit whatever ; excepting it can be called a 
benefit to maintain such men as Gen. — (of whom, by the bye, I have 

not a bad opinion), Gen. , and Gen. , and their numerous staff 

with enormous salaries. 

1 admit, that it is not very easy for the King’s Ambassador to give the 
King’s aid in any other manner than through the Spanish government ; 
though he does give clothing, arms, and equipments, by a direct commu- 
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nication with the Chiefs ; but the difficulty he would experience in giving 
the pecuniary aid direct to those who are to enjoy the bmefit of it, is the 
principal reason why I think that the whole ought to be at the disposal of 
the Commander in Chief. 

I accept of that part of the aid of which you have allowed me the dis- 
posal, viz., £200,000 sterling in this year ; and I hope that you will 
continue to send me the money in addition to the usual supplies from 
Cadiz, otherwise this aid will be an intolerable burthen to us, and will 
probably be as fatal as the feather was to the camel’s back. As it is left 
to my disposal, I acknowledge that I shall not lay it out in forming a 
depAt of recruits. A depAt of recruits is very necessary for an army 
actively employed in the field ; and tlie mechanical discipline of soldiers 
is essential to the formation of an army. But, in my opinion, those take 
an erroneous view of what an army is, who suppose that well drilled 
recruits are all that is required for it. Subordination and habits of 
obedience are more necessary than mechanical discipline acquired at the 
drill ; and these can be acquired by soldiers to any useful purpose only 
in proportion as they have confidence in their officers ; and they cannot 
have confidence in officers who have no knowledge of their profession, 
even of that lowest part of it acquired at the drill, who have no sub- 
ordination among themselves, and never obey an order. The plans for 
improving such an army should have for their first object the officers, and 
principally those belonging to the regiments ; and it may be depended 
upon, that there would be no want of drill, or of that military expertness 
acquired at the drill, if habits of subordination and obedience, and some 
information, were given to the officers. 

1 will go one step farther, and express my doubts whether, to launch a 
number of well drilled recruits into regiments such as 1 have seen in the 
Spanish service, can ever answer any practical good purpose. The object 
of all drill must be to practise and form individuals to perform that which 
it is thought expedient they should perform when part of a body before 
an enemy, under the command of their officers : and it is supposed that 
all of the body are equally, or nearly equally expert; and that, at all 
events, the officer cannot only order what is to be performed, but know 
whether the body under his command performs it well or ill. Is this the 
case in one of a hundred instances in which recruits well drilled might be 
sent from a depAt to a Spanish company or regiment ? Certainly not. 
The consequence is, that the well drilled recruit in the day of action is no 
better than the rabble with whom he is mixed up ; and he either very 
soon forgets all that he has learnt for want of practice, or despises it as 
useless, as he finds that the boasters among whom he comes have none of 
the acquirements which he has gained with so much trouble; or he 
despises the ignorance both of his officers and comrades, and has no con- 
fidence in either, or in himself. The money, then, which I should lay out 
in a depAt of recruits, I should, under present circumstances, consider as 
thrown away. - 

. What 1 propose to do first, is to call for an account of the monthly pay 
of the several ranks of officers and soldiers composing the garrison of 
Ciudad Rodrigo ; and 1 shall desire to have froifi Don Carlos de Espana 
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an account of the sums of money which he receives in contributions from 
the country (as there is some received in this manner) applicable to the 
purpose of paying the garrison. I shall then offer to pay what is deficient, 
provided the sum collected in contributions, and the sum which I shall 
give, shall be appropriated solely to the purpose of paying those who per- 
form duty, each, whether officer or soldier, his fair proportion ; and pro- 
vided that, at the end of 2 months, the system of discipline, subordination, 
and obedience, ordered by the Spanish regulations, is completely esta- 
blished in each of the battalions composing the garrison. 

If there should be any residue, after completely providing for the gar- 
rison of Ciudad Rodrigo, in which we are most interested, I shall assist 
Don Carlos de Espaha’s division on the same system ; unless I should 
find the garrison of Badajoz is thrown upon me, in which case I must 
adopt the same system for paying the troops in that garrison. 1 entirely 
concur with you in the propriety of assisting Roche and Whittinghain’s 
divisions with part of the British subsidy. But 1 earnestly recommend to 
you to call for estimates and accounts of the expenditure ; to make those 
officers responsible for the distribution which you shall order, and to see 
whether you could not get something out of the contributions of Majorca 
and Minorca, for the support at least of the latter. 

1 shall send you regularly all that passes in regard to the distribution 
of the £200,000. 

T%e A,G. io Capt. Stewart, CatteUo Branco. 14tli May, 1R12. 

In reply to your letter of the 12th inst., I have to request that you will furnish, 
as usual, routes to parties of convalescents that may arrive from other hospituli*, 
as you are not only considered os Commandant of the hospital station, but likewise 
of the place. It will not be necessary to report to this office, except in cases 
where you are at a loss for a route ; and you will, as usual, prolong the routes for 
any detachments that may arrive at Castello Branco. The object of the Com- 
mander of die Forces is to keep down as much as possible ilie list of convalescents 
reported fit to join, by marching them, whenever they amount to 40 or upwards, 
to their corps : it will be impossible strictly to comply with the orders for want of 
officers, but his Excellency wishes it to be done whenever practicable. There are 
some officers of the 52d regt. at Castello Branco ; and as this regiment has very 
few officers, it will be most desirable to have some others substituted in their room 
from corps that are stronger in officers. 


G, O. Fuente Ouinsldo, 16ih May, 1912. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has great satisfaction in communicating to fiie army 
the following extract of a letter from the Earl of Liverpool, one of His Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of Stale, dated *■ Downing Street, 28th April, 1812 

* His Royal Highness lias commanded me to express to your Lordship the sense be enter- 
tains of the great service rendered to this cduntiy, and to her allies, by the Ruction of 
Badaios. 

* The Prince Regent has perused with the most sincere regret the long list of brave men 
who have suffered in this memorable siege, and particularly in the assault of Badajoz, on 
the night of the 6th inst Never, perhaps, was immoveable intrepidity more imperiously re- 
quited, and never was it more conspicuously and more gloriously exhibited. The great pro- 
portion of officers of high rank who have bled in Uiis tremendous conflict, affords an affecting 
proof of the seal with which they pointed out the path of victory to their willing followers. 

* The Prince Regent desires that your Lordship will receive his Royal thanks for your 
conduct throughout these important and arduous operations, and likewise that you would 
convey his thanks, in the most public manner, to the General officers, the officers of en- 
gines and artillery, and to all me officers, non-commiuianed officers, and soldiers (both 
British and Portugese) employed under your command, in the siege i/S Badajoi^ f(« their 
distinguished services on this occaiiou, in which their luperioiitybas been so imeqmvocally 
and n^ly manifested.* 
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To Lirat Col. Sir H. Douglai, Bart. fWoteCkrinoldo, ITdi May, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 11th inst. 

Although I have received the instructions of the Sec. of State to secure 
the island of Aroza, I don’t think it proper to authorise the expenditure 
of so large a sum as more than £10,000 on that service, more particularly 
as there does not exist any reason to press the measure at present. 1 
therefore wish you would take the orders of the Sec. of State on the 
subject. 

There is no officer of engineers with this army whose services can he 
spared to go into Galicia to superintend the performance of these works. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.D. Fueute Guinaldo, 17th May, 1812. 

I enclose the only intelligence I have received since I wrote to you last, 
excepting letters from Col. Austin, mentioning that about 2500 men had 
gone from Seville towards Ayamonte, and that Soult hall gone towards 
the Puertos. I conclude that the movement towards Ayamonte was 
occasioned by the landing at that place of the regiments destined for 
the garrison of Badajoz. 

P. S. I enclose a small parcel, sent to me by Col. Carroll, directed 
to you, containing, 1 believe, a medallion of the Marques de la Romana. 

To the Rl.Hon. Sir H. Welloaley, K.B. Fuente Guiiialdo, 17th May, 1812. 

I enclose a memorial from a gentleman, by the name of , of this 

province, who was one of the members of the Junta before Ciudad 
Rodrigo fell into the hands of the French. He remained there after- 
wards by my desire, in a situation in which his life was at stake at every 
moment. He did not quit his post till I permitted him hist autumn ; and 
ill the mean time he rendered services of the utmost importance to the 
cause. He is a person of very good talents, and is, 1 believe, the most fit 
to be at the head of the Hacienda in this province. 

To the Rt Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fueute Guinaldo, 17th May, 1R12. 

Adverting to your letter of the 27th April, in regard to the Spanish 
troops eventually destined to join Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, I 
have to inform your Excellency that I had arranged with Adm. 
Berkeley to send transports (for the conveyance of 3000 men) to 
Alicante, and for the conveyance of 3000 men to Majorca; and 
1 requested that Lord W. Bentinck would send to those places re- 
spectively, and to Gibraltar, to collect the troops from the two former, 
and the stores from the latter, which should have been prepared to join 
him. It is desirable that the Spanish government should determine as 
soon as possible whether they will or will not allow any, and what number 
of the troops from Alicante to proceed on this service, and what number 
they will allow to proceed from Majorca. 

In all cases of maritime expeditions, the effort is necessarily limited 
by the means of maritime transport ; and 1 have to inform you that I 
don’t believe ^dm. Berkeley will have it in his power to send more trans- 
ports than those above referred to, which, for a short voyage, might be 
sufficient for the conveyance of 8000 men ; and 1 had arranged that these 
transports should go in equal proportions to Alicante and Majorca. 
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In this case, however, there are other points for consideration : 

Ist; How many men is it expedient to leave in Majorca for the defence 
of the island, of ^e 7000 of which it is supposed Gen. Whittingham's 
division will consist ? 

2dly ; Gen. Whittingham’s division of 7000 men will have been newly 
raised, excepting 3000 men. How many of the 7000 men would it be 
expedient to leave behind, as being recruits and unfit for service ? 

3dly ; These points being taken into consideration, for how many men 
are transports to be sent to Majorca? 

4thly ; Supposing that the Regency should think proper to order a part 
of Gen. Roche’s division from Alicante on the proposed expedition, how 
many men belonging to the division at Alicante is it expedient to leave 
for the defence of that post ? 

5thly ; For how many men shall transports be sent to Alicante ? 

It would be desirable to have answers upon all these points ; but as that 
is impossible before the period at which 1 hope that the transports will 
have left the Tagus, I propose to request Adm. Berkeley that the officer 
in command should have orders to send into Cadiz to receive directions 
regarding the distribution of their numbers at the two places, Alicante 
and Majorca. I request you to be prepared, therefore, to give the direc- 
tions to the officer in charge of the convoy when he shall send for them. 

It will be desirable that you should apprise Adm. Sir E. Pellew of what 
will be decided by the Spanish government, for the information of Lieut. 
Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, particularly whether or not it will be necessary 
for his Lordship to send to Alicante for the troops. 

To Adm. Sir E. Pellew, Bart. Fuente Guinaldo, 17th May, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 17th April. 

Your Excellency will have received before this time, that which I had 
the honor of addressing you on the 16th April, in which I enclosed the 
copy of one of the same date, to Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, with its 
enclosures. 

The enemy retired and raised the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo and 
Almeida, in proportion as 1 advanced, and we have since been employed 
in throwing provisions into those places, and in moving forward our 
magazines. 

Your Excellency will have seen in my letter to Lieut. Gen. Lord W. 
Bentinck, of the 16th April, the measures which 1 proposed to adopt, and 
which the Spanish government should adopt to aid in his operations. 1 
have sent to Gibraltar the ordnance and stores, and ordnance carriages 
referred to in that communication, and I have requested the Governor of 
Gibraltar to have the equipment completed with guns, and with stores for 
1000 rounds for e^ch gun. 

I likewise propose to send to Gibraltar 400 British and Portuguese’ 
artillerymen, and a few Engineer officers and military artificers. 

By a letter from Sir H. Wellesley of the 27th April, 1 learn that the 
Spanish government had not decided whether they would send to co- 
operate with Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck any of the troops stationed at 
Alicante, or how many of those at Majorca, But I have written to Sir H« 
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Wellesley this day a letter (of which I enclose a copy), in which I have 
suggested to him to bring these points to a decision, and 1 have requested 
him to inform your Excellency what should be settled upon them. 

It is desirable that your Excellency should apprise Lord W. Bentinck of 
the state of the preparations, and that he should know from you, whether 
or not it will be necessary that he should send to Alicante to collect the 
troops from thence. 

1%t A.O. to Umi, Co/. Btrheletf^ A^.G. 6th divUion, 17th May, 1812. 

I have the honor to inform you, in reply to your letter of the 1 1th inst., that the 

Commander of the Forces cannot accede to Major of the — foot proceeding 

to England, and 1 beg leave to state his Excellency’s reasons in his own words : 
* It does not impear to me to he clear that there is a necessity for Major 
going to England ; and I must say, that I can't conceive that his having been 
present with the regiment since Nov. 1810, or about a year and a half, gives him 

any claim to go now. If Major were to go to England, he must and would 

employ legal persons to do his business, and he might appoint them here. 1 am 
always concerned to refuse leave of absence to officers, and 1 wish they would 
refrain from making these applications. It is my duty, and 1 am determined to 
resist the inclination which too many feel to quit their duty in this country for 
some idle pursuit in England ; and 1 will give leave to no officer who does not 
make it clear to me that me settlement of the business which renders him desirous 
of returning to England is paramount to every other consideration in life.’ 

To the General Officers commanding divisions. Fueute Guinaldo, 18th May, 1812. 

The Spanish government having been pleased to allow a limited number 
of the natives of Spain to serve His Majesty in the British regiments com- 
posing this army, I have to request that you will authorise the regiments 
named in the margin to enlist and bear on their strength 100 Spanish 
volunteers, on the following conditions : 

1st; The men must not be under 5 feet 6 inches high, strongly made, 
and not under 19 years of age, nor older than 27. 

2dly ; They are to be attested according to the following form by the 
commanding officer of the regiment to serve during the present war ; but 
in case the regiment into which they shall enlist should be ordered from 
the Peninsula, the Spanish volunteers are to be discharged, and each of 
them is to receive one month’s full pay to carry him to his home. 

Form of the Attestation. 

I, A. B., do make oath that 1 will serve His Majesty the King of Ghreat Britain and Ire- 
land, in the — battalion of the — regiment of foot, during the existing war in the Penin- 
sula, if His Majesty should so long require my services, and provided that the — battalion 
of the — regiment of foot shall continue in the Peninsula during that period. 

3dly ; They are to be allowed to attend Divine service according to the 
tenets of the Roman Catholic religion, in the same manner as British sol- 
diers, His Majesty’s subjects, are. 

4thly ; They are to be fed, and clothed, and paid in the same manner as 
the other soldiers ; and they are to be posted to companies indiscriminately, 
as any other recruits would be. 

5thly ; They are to receive pay from the date of their attestation, but 
no bounty. iTie captain of the company to which any of these volunteers 
shall be posted, will be allowed 8 dollars for each to supply him with 
pecessaries, from which must be purchased a knipsack, 2 pairs of shoes^ 
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illd 2 shirts. Tlie officer commanding the company must be accountable 
to the volunteer for the residue of the sum after purchasing these articles, 
in the same manner as for his pay. The shoes may be received at the 
usual rate from the Commissariat. 

In communicating this arrangement to the several regiments, I request 
you to point out to the Commanding officers of regiments how desirable 
it is that these volunteers should be treated with the utmost kindness and 
indulgence, and brought by degrees to the system of discipline of the 
army. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fuente Guinaldo, 18th May, 1812. 

1 have received your letter of the 15th inst., and I beg you to observe that 
the certificates sent of the transport of stores to Badajoz and £lvas refer 
to stores which left the sea coast between the 23d April and the 3d May. 
This is in answer to my complaints, which referred to the stores required 
for the siege of Badajoz, which ought to have commenced the 6th March, 
and ended tlie Gth April. 

Whatever measures government may order in respect to means nf trans- 
port, shall be obeyed by me and the autlioritics of the British army ; but 
if those measures are inefficient in themselves, are adopted by an unwil- 
ling government, and are carried into execution by the sul>ordinate officers 
of the government in a manner conformable to the Bi)irit in which their 
superiors adopted them, it must be expected that the measures, even if 
perfect in theory, will fail in practice ; and it may be depended upon, that 
if they do fail, I shall complain to my government, be the cause of failure 
what it may. I don’t know whether the government have taken the pains of 
ascertaining the truth of any one of the returns of means of transport which 
they have received, but it appears to me that there fraud on the face 
of those returns. 

Whatever may have happened in the northern provinces of the Kingdom, 
at least the southern have never been invaded, and the resources of the 
southern provinces have seldom been called for, and that only for short 
periods; yet it appears, by looking at the returns of 1810 and lbl2, that 
tlie district of Evora alone contained in 1810 more bullocks, and nearly as 
many carts, as are now in the two provinces of Alentejo and Algarve. 

If the deficiency of means of transport in the country should be the 
cause of important failures, the British government will have to judge 
and decide whether they shall continue to expose tlieir army to the con- 
sequences of these failures. 

1 did not answer the letter of Dom M. Forjaz, because it proceeds on a 
fallacy. 1 say that the alterations which 1 proposed to the regulation 
were not made in some instances, and when made, were not made in the 
spirit in which they were proposed ; my object having been to secure 
means of transport for the armies which are to defend the country, and 
tlie object of the government having been something else for its benefit 
and advantage. 

It is very proper that the Governors of the Kingdom should endeavor 
to do that which will be advantageous and beneficial to the Kingdom, in 
the proper season ; but now they should attend to that which will enable 
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them to carry on the war vigorously, and save the country from the hands 
of the enemy. 

Dom M. Foijaz’s note, marked G, is like every other paper from that 
gentleman, very able, and looks well to the eye ; but it is not sound. 
The Governors of the Kingdom dare not do otherwise than profess they 
will act as I recommend to them ; but I, who am to carry measures into 
execution with aids which depend upon their arrangements, can see and 
feel the difference between professing to perform an action and really 
performing it. 


Hu A.G, io Me^jor D'Oyfy, A.A.G, tth <£iuicion. 18th May, 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 16th inst, relative to the boy of the Brunswick 
light infantry, the Commander of the Forces has instructed me to say that the 
Commanding officer of the corps must manage in the best manner he can to 
correct the boy, but that his Excellency cannot write to the Admiral on the subject. 
The Commander of the Forces will not allow any recruiting whatever at Lisbon : 
of course, it will not be necessary to send an officer there. 1 regret much that 
the circular, dated 18th Jan. 1812, should not have been received: I have sent 
Gen. Hope the only printed copy remaining. 1 send you a memorandum taken 
off' the hospital states of the men of the 68th regt., which will probably account 
for the * missing’ of that corps. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, R.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 19th May, 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose the only intelligence I have received since I wrote to you 
last. 1 am afraid that unless I can get Grant away by force, 1 shall not 
get him at all. 

In regard to force also, I find by an account from Tordesillas, that our 
principal correspondent there has been seized by Gen. Boyer, in conse- 
quence of his own imprudence. I am apprehensive that some traces may 
have been found of my letters to the different guerrilla chiefs to urge 
them to intercept Grant, and to offer a reward to the party which should 
take him, and that Marmont will take care that he shall have a sufficient 
escort. This was the person through whom all the correspondence with 
the north was carried on. 

You will have seen in the last letters from my brother his account of 
the sum he is authorised to give the Spaniards this year. I doubt that 

G. O. Fuente Guinaldo, 19th May, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the ForceB having received an order to draft the 2d batt. 42d 
regt. into tlie Ut, the following arrangement is to lie made for tiiat purpose : 

2. The private men belonging to the 2d batt 42d regt. in Portugal and Spain, are to be 
drafted into the let batt., and are to be distributed into companies in the Ist batt., with the 
exception of men deemed unfit, at pieseiit, for service in the field, and 30 men to be selected 
by Lieut. Col. Lord Blantyre, or the officer appointed by bim for that purpose. 

3. All men missing from the 2d batt. are to be kept on the strength of the 2d batt. 

4. The transfer is to be made immediately, and the officers commanding companies in 
the 2d batt. are to draw pay foi them up to the 24tb inst., and are to account, in the usuid 
manner, with the officers commanding companies in the Ist bait, to whose companies their 
men will be transferred under this order. 

5. When this transfer shall be completed^ the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
staff of the 2d batt., and such private men as remain, are to proceed, by route funiish^ by 
the Q. M. G., to Lisbon, preparatory to their embarkation for England. 

6. The Commander of the Forces regrets the loss of tlie services of Lord Blantyre, and 
of the officers and non-commissioned officers of the 2d batt. 42d regt. in this count^. The 
battalion has, on every occasion and in every situation, conducted itself in a manner worthy 
jf (he distinguished regiment of which it forms a port ; |pid the Commander of the Forces 
requests diat they will accept his thanks for their services, best wishes for their success. 
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Great Britun can realise in specie what is necessary even for that pur^ 
pose, and to support this army. 1 am, besides, afraid that tlie grant of 
money to the Spanish government would not answer our purpose. Their 
system is so overgrown by abuses, tliat no sum which we could give tliem 
would insure to us an active military co-operation. 1 have therefore de- 
sired my brother to confine his issues of pay only to effective uilicers and 
troops, who shall not receive for more tlian two months unless they shall 
be reported to be in such a state of discipline and subordination as a mili- 
tary body ought to be. 

It will be impossible, 1 am afraid, to effect all that I have in contem- 
plation by this mode of giving our pecuniary aid, particularly if the aid 
should be given through the government ; and I have therefore proposed 
that the aid should he at my disposal, to give it direct to such troops as 1 
might think fit. There will still remain the difficulties of subsistence; 
but as some contributions are collected in all parts of the country, I pro- 
pose that they should be applied solely to the subsistence of the troops. 
We may do something in this manner. 

We are getting on with our convoys. The first arrived yesterday at 
Ciudad Rodrigo. 

To Mttjor Gen. Peacocke. Fuente Guinahlo. 19lti May, 1812. 

I enclose a letter which has been put into my hands by the Inspector 
General of Hospitals, and 1 beg that, according to the recommendation 
which it contains, the — regt. may be removed to the sea side as soon ilk 
possible. 

I beg Umt you will inform the Commanding and other officers of the 
— regt, that they have been sent, and are detainei* n1 Lisbon, because 
their regiment is utifit for «erivVr, a circumstance very creditable to 
any regiment; and that 1 trust that by their attention to the discipline, 
as well as the hcaltli and necessary comfort of the soldiers, by their 
obedience to orders, and by their endeavors to establish in the regiment 
a system of order and subordination, they will render their regiment fit to 
belong to this army. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. Fueiite Guiiiuldo, 19tli May, 1812. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 29th ult., allowing of our 
making private bargains for bills on England, if we should find it neces- 
sary ; and I have desired the Commissary Gen. to endeavor to procure the 
sum, of which 1 had before refused to sanction the acceptance, in conse- 
quence of Mr. Herries* notification to Mr. Bissett of the disapprobation of 
the Treasury of these transactions. This money will be of great use to 
us just now, if we can get it, as we are very badly off indeed. 

To Major G«ti. Peococke. Fueiito Gukialdo, 20th May, 1812. 

The 26th regt. are to be embarked, and to proceed to Gibraltar to 
relieve the 82d, which regiment is to be brought round to the Tagus. I 
request you to let the Admiral know the strength of the 26th regt., 
that he may order transports accordingly. When the Ist batt. 38th 

2 u 2 



SPAIN. 


regt and Gist shall arrive in the Tagus, they are to be landed, and be pre- 
pared to march to join the army. 

You will be pleased to give the enclosed letter for Major Gen. Camp- 
bell to the Commanding officer of the 26th, who will deliver it on his 
arrival at Gibraltar. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 20ih May, 1812. 

As you expressed an anxiety to have an account of our wounded officers 
and soldiers, I hope to be able to send an official one this day ; but the 
materials for it have not yet come in. I can tell you generally, however, 
that with the exception of Gen. Walker and Col. Elder, and one or two 
other officers of inferior rank, the officers are all doing well. Gen. 
Walker has been better for the last 3 days ; but he is much weakened by 
repeated hemorrhage, and he is not out of danger, although the hemor- 
rhage is stopped. He was badly wounded, and was very imprudent, both 
in exerting himself improperly, and in his food during the hrst day after 
he was wounded, which brought on hemorrhage. Elder was also very 
badly wounded, but had so far recovered as to be thought out of danger ; 
but he has for some days past had lock jaw. He has not become worse 
for these last 4 days, and hopes are entertained of liis recovery ; but of 
course he is still in great danger. 

Major Gen. Kempt’s wound proved to be worse than was at first 
imagined ; but he and Gen. Colville, and Gen. Bowes, are getting well. 
Many of the men have already returned to their duty , others are con- 
valescent, and nearly all are doing well. The real loss has been small, 
and 1 hope, that as ^e season continues favorable, we shall save many. 

Au GKm^ral Duinouriez. X Fuente Guinaldo, ce 20 Mai, 1R12. 

J’ai <^te obligd de revenir en Castille apres le siege de Badajoz. Les 
Espagnoles, comme de coutume, ont neglige de jelcr dans la place les 
provisions que je leur avais donne pour ravitailler Ciudad Rodrigo, jusqu’a 
ce qu’il dtait trop tard. Le convoi etait a 5 licues de la place la nuit dii 
31 Mars; et les Fran 9 ais ont passe TAgueda le 1 Avril au matin. Je 
leur avais donne I’ordre sur nos magasins a 17 lieues de distance le 16 
Fdvrier ; et pour n’avoir pu charier cette distance en 6 semaines, la place 
aurait dte perdu, si je n’y avais pas rctourne avec I’armee, et nous avons 
manque la plus belle occasion que la guerre presentera de faire evacuer les 
Andalousies par un mouvement direct sur ces contrees. Marmont a fait 
une petite course en Portugal, et a manque un beau coup sur la milice 
Portugaise, qui dtait k Guarda. II y a eu panique, et tout le inonde aurait 
etd ddtruit s’il les avait poursuivis vigoureusement, mais il a donnd du 
terns pour le rdtablissement de Tordre ; I’avant garde de I’armee repassa le 
Tage k Villa Velha, et il fut obligd de se retirer avec quelques prisonniers, 
et sans aucun autre fruit de son expedition. 

Guarda est unp mauvaise position pour un petit corps, et si on ne veut 
pas s’y maintenir k toute outrance; et aussitut que j’entendis que la 
mifice etait Ik, je leur ai fait dire de s’en aller; mais I’afTaire avait 
eu lieu. 

Je suis ici pour couvrir le ravitaillement des placeede Ciudad Rodrigo 
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et Almeida. Le Gdndral Hill a marchd sur Almaraz pour y ddtruire lee 
^tablisscmens de I’ennemi ; et je compte me mettre en campagne pour 
t&cher de faire dvacuer les Andalousies, ou de frapper quelque beau coup 
qui les fera evacuer avant que les Franqais puissent recevoir des renforts. 
J*ai lieu de croire qu’on compte k Paris Hre obligtS de faire ce sacrifice. 

To the Kail of Liverpool. Fueiite Guiualdo, 20lh May, 1812. 

The government of Spain have recently informed me that they will 
allow 5000 Spaniards to enlist and serve in the British regiments com- 
posing this army during the war, and as long as these regiments will 
remain in the Peninsula; and having adverted to the approbation signified 
by your Lordship in your dispatch of the 28th Aug. 1811, of the orders 
given by Lieut. Gen. Graham to Col. Skerrett, to enlist Spaniards in the 
British regiments which went under his command to Tarragona, and to 
your Jjordsliip’s letter of the 17th July, IPll, in which you suggested the 
expediency of enlisting native Portuguese to serve in the British regi- 
ments in this army, I have thought it proper to avail myself of this offer 
of the Spanish government, and I enclose the copy of a circular letter 
which I have written upon the subject to the General officers command- 
ing divisions, directing that Spaniards might be enlisted. 

I have departed from the form approved of by your Lordship for the 
levy of native Portuguese, for the reasons detailed in my letter of the 4th 
Aug in answer to those directions. But if H. R. H. the Commander in 
Chief, or your Lordship, should not approve of the form of the levy, it 
will be easy to make any all oration that may be thought expedient; and 
in the mean time the expense of the experiment of raising native Spaniards 
or British soldiers will be trifling. It may perhaps eventually be neces- 
sary to provide for the increase of the establishments of the several bat- 
talions of this army, if the measure should be attended witli the wished for 
success. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 20th May, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 29th 
ult., regarding the arrival of the 1st batt. 38th regt. in the Tagus, and 
the proposed disposal of that regiment when it will arrive. As the 2d 
batt. 381h regt. is in this country, and as I know that the 1st batt. is com- 
posed of a very fine body of men, I think, upon the whole, it would be 
most expedient to allow that battalion to join the army, and then to send 
home the 2d batt. The — regt. are at Lisbon, where I had sent them in 
consequence of their being very sickly, a very weakly body of men, and in 
very bad order ; and according to all accounts of them, they are now by 
no means fit for service in the field, either as a body of men, or in reference 
to their discipline. They consist of 802 R. and F., and they might im- 
prove in health, strength, and discipline at Gibraltar, where 1 propose to 
send them to relieve the 82d regt. 

I have already had the 2d batt. — regt. with the army, and I had sent 
them to Lisbon, as being unfit for service in the field, before they went to 
Cadiz, and I don’t think they will be an acquisition. It is better that they 
should remain in garrison. 
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To the Karl of I4vetpool. Fuoute Guinaldc^ 30th May, 1613. 

I have not yet heard of Lieut. Gen. Sip R. Hill’s progress beyond the 
neighbourhood of Truxillo on the 14th ; but the enemy have not been 
alarmed either in the south or in this part of the country, and I have great 
hopes that he will have effected the object on which he is sent. 

A small detachment, consisting of about 2500 men, moved from Seville 
on the 5th towards Ayamonte, near which place they arrived on the 16th. 
1 believe that the object of this detachment has been to disturb the march 
of the Spanish troops destined to be in garrison at Badajoz, 2 battalions 
of which had been landed at Ayamonte. They had, however, commenced 
their march through the Kingdom of Portugal before the enemy ap- 
proached the G uadi ana. 

The enemy have made no other movement of importance, either in the 
south or in the north, since I addressed you on the 13th inst 

Some of the provisions destined for Ciudad Rodrigo have arrived, and 
the convoys are in progress towards that place and Almeida. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Gialiam, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 2lHt May, 1812, 6 a.m. 

I received last night your letter of the 19th, and those from Sir W. 
Erskinc of the 18th. 

The enemy are evidently moving upon Hill’s rear, probably in larger 
force than that which has hitherto been under the command of Drouet. 
The last I heard of Soult was that he had left Seville for the Puertos on 
the loth and 11th; and on the same day there were about 2500 men near 
Ayamonte, it was said, under Gazan. It is not probable, therefore, that 
the whole army of the South are in motion, I apprised Hill of the pro- 
bability of this movement ; and it is most likely that he heard of the 
enemy being at Don Benito on the 17th as soon as Sir W. Erskine. 

If this is the case, he will have arrived at Aldea del Obispo, so as to 
open the road to Caceres on the 1 9th ; and he will be at Caceres this day, 
whether successful or otherwise in the enterprise which was the object of 
the expedition. If he should be a day later, I think he will still be in 
time, as it is probable that the troops which were at La Granja on the 
1 8th are intended to pass the Guadiana at Medellin, which they cannot do 
before the 20th. I have therefore but little anxiety respecting Hill’s 
retreat. 

I was apprehensive that the enemy would make this movement in con- 
sequence of the delays which took place ; and the movement of the 
equipment upon Merida instead of upon Caceres. However, 1 hope that 
the evil will be confined to the disappointment of my views upon Almaraz 
for this time. 

The let division cannot move in a better direction than towards 
Caceres ; but if Hill’s retreat should have been effected, it would be best 
to get the troops back to their stations, as matters are getting veiy forward 
here. 

G. O. Fuente Guinaldo, Slet May, 181 1. 

1. Lieut. — ^ is diimiised fiom the lervice of the Pruice Regent of Portugal, and is to 
leport hiinaelf to the of&cer commanding the 3d or BufTs. 

2. Major Gen. Peacouke is requested to place Lieut. — — iu direst, upon charges which 
will be fbVaarded to that offirei. 
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1 say nothing about the measures to be adopted in case the movement 
of the enemy should be only upon Hill’s rear, and condned to a moderate 
force. If the whole army of the South should have entered Estremadura, 
it would be best to take the position indicated in my letter to Hill, of 
which I sent you the draft. 

P.S. There is nothing new here. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 22d May, 1812, 10 a.m. 

I have received as yet no intelligence from Sir W. Erskine of a later 
date than the 18th in the evening, or from you of a later date than the 
1 9th, at 3 p.M. ; but the guide arrived yesterday evening, and I see 
from the Roteiro that the head quarters were still at Almendralejo on the 
evening of the 19th. 

The enclosed letters from Cadiz show that Soult was expected in that 
quarter about the 8th, and that troops had arrived there. I know that 
2500 men were near Ayamonte on the 11th; and therefore upon the 
whole I feel no anxiety respecting affairs in Estremadura, although I 
should he glad to hear of them. I fancy that Sir William has been mis- 
informed. 

It is very desirable that the 1st and 6th divisions and the cavalry 
should return to their stations as soon as Hill’s safety is beyond all 
question. 

We arc nearly ready with our magazines here; and it is obvious that 
this must he our operating flank; and 1 intended to put the troops in 
march as soon as Hill should return. 

P.S. 1 enclose papers from Salamanca. 

To Major G^n. Cooke. Fuente Ouinaldo, 22d May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 9th, and its enclosures. 

1 am happy to find that you propose to inquire at Tarifa respecting the 
necessity for the staff appointments which have been made there. An 
interpreter may be necessary, who ought to perform all the duties of the 
Staff officers, if he is an officer. If he should not be so, there might be 
another Staff officer ; but I cannot see the necessity for two Staff officers, 
and that one of them should be the adjutant, the other the quarter master 
of the 87th, neither of whom can have any duty to perform in his new 
situation which does not belong to him in that which he has hitherto 
held. 

It is also very desirable that you should ascertain whether two assistant 
engineers are required, and whether the officers appointed to those situ- 
ations are the most fit to fill them. 

In regard to the works at Tarifa, you have not sent me the plans and 
sections, and I cannot judge of them from description ; and even if I had 
the plans and sections, I should not be so well able to determine on the 
propriety of undertaking the works as those who might see the ground. 
The impression on my mind is, that nothing can render Tarifa a post 
likely to hold out, even for a short time, against the attack which may, 
and probably will be made upon the place. The garrison will, after all, 
be obliged to retire to the island, where, it is my opinion, they can be so 
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secured at a moderate expense, incurred graduallj, as to render it pro- 
bable that the enemy would not be able to carry this point. 

On tlie other hand, it is my opinion that the possession of the island, as 
a military post, would deprive the enemy of all the advantages which they 
expect to derive from the possession of the town of Tarifa, viz., the navi- 
gation of the coast to Algeziras. If instead of the town falling into their 
hands fortified, or in part fortified, as it certainly will if the works in 
contemplation should be continued, it were to fall into their hands with 
all the works demolished, it is probable that when they should find that 
they could not obtain possession of the island, they would abandon the 
place altogether, and leave the town, as well as the island, in the hands of 
the allies. 

If they should, under such circumstances, pretend to hold the town, 
they must either leave a large force in it, which would alone be a great 
advantage to the allies ; or, if they should leave a small one, the troops 
composing it would he exposed to the constant attacks of the allies from 
the island. Whereas, if the town should be fortified, or in part fortified, 
and lost, as it certainly will, the enemy may with impunity leave in it in 
security as small a force as they please; and as long as they can remain 
in Andalusia, the allies will be deprived of that dibouche into the country. 

I wish you to consider the works carrying on at Tarifa in this view of 
them. As long as the British government shall furnish money, there will 
not be wanting Spanish engineers to execute fancies of all kinds in the 
way of fortifications ; and it is probably neither your business nor mine 
to interfere in the nature, or extent, or object of the assistance afforded to 
the Spanish government by His Majesty’s Ambassador. But, adverting 
to the great expense incurred in the Peninsula, to its daily and necessary 
increase, to the expenses now incurring for the fortifications at Cadiz, 
and those at Ciudad Rodrigo and Bodajoz, and to the absolute necessity 
which exists for curtailing those expenses as much as may be possible, 
particularly in instances in which it may appear, as it does to me in this 
instance, that the expense is not only not necessary, but may prove inju- 
rious, and in those in which the whole expense must be incurred in money ; 

I recommend to you, if you should agree with me upon tlie view of the 
place in the opinions which I have formed, to urge His Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador to withdraw the assistance afforded for carrying on the works for 
fortifying the town of Tarifa; and that our exertions should be confined 
to making a secure post of the island. 

Boards and trestles may be provided for the soldiers to sleep upon at 
Tarifa. 

1 conclude that the Sec. of State will give directions that your requisi- 
tions for supplies for Tarifa may be complied with. 

To Lieut. Gku. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d May, 1812, 10 a.m. 

Major Currie arrived here yesterday with accounts of Sir Rowland’s 
success of the 19th, and he tells me that he wrote to you of it. 

He likewise informs me that the enemy’s troops which had appeared 
upon the Guadiana had retired again, which report 1 hope that Hill will 
have heard before he will have received that from Sir W. Erskine ; as it 
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appears from Blanclcley’s reports, who is on the spot, that the numbers 
reported to Sir William were very much exaggerated. However, what- 
ever they were, they are gone again. 

I received your letters of the 20th and 21st last night, the former 
enclosing that of the 19th from Sir W. Erskine. I have, besides, one of 
the 15th from Austin, who reports that the French troops have taken up 
cantonments in the Condado, apparently with a view to subsistence. 

The object now in Estremadura is to see Hill back in safety ; and as 
soon as he returns, to put the troops of the Ist and 6th divisions and the 
cavalry in march for this country. 

I believe that the infantry can pass at Alcantara and at Alconeta ; and 
if they can, a great object will be gained in saving them the fatigue of 
the circuitous march by Villa Velha, at least for tlie troops of the 6th 
division. The artillery and cavalry must go by Villa Velha. I have 
desired Sturgeon to report to you immediately what the moans are of 
passing the Tagus at Alcantara, and how long a given body would be in 
passing ; and 1 send an officer down to see tlie harcas at Alconeta, and to 
report to you ; of which harcas^ however, I should think that the Marques 
de Monsalud might be able to give you an account. 

If you should find that the infantry can pass with convenience at either 


G. O. Fueiite Guiualdo. 23d May, 1812. 

1 . The Commander of the Forces requests that when any of the General officers of the 
anny pass through or near a town in which an liospital may he stationed, they will be so 
kind as to visit it, and see that it is conducted as it ought to l)e, and according to the regu- 
lations of the service and orders of tlie army. 

% He likewise requests tliey will see on tlie parade the convalescents in charge of the 
Military Commandant, and will receive fioin him a retuiii of their numliers, and are[M>rt 
oil their state : they are requested to report their observations to the Commander of the 
Forces. 

3. The great inconvenience which is felt by the service in consequence of the soldiers 
losing or making away with their necessaries and camp equipments, on their marches from 
the hospitals, or from Lisbon, to join tlieir regiments, induces tuc Commander of the 
Forces to Older tliat when a detachment shall march fiom any nuHpital station, nr from 
Lisbon, the officer in command of it shall receive a rettiin of the soldiers’ necessaries and 
equipments from the officer in charge of the depdt or station from which he will inarcli ; 
and he is to inspect the necessaries and equipments of the soldiers every day after the 
march will be concluded. If tlie ii<>ces8aries or equiiiments of any sulilier should he 
found deficient, he is forthwith to be tiied and punished, if there should be a sufficient 
iiumlier of officers present for that purpose ; if not, the stddier, whose necessaries will he 
found, on inspection, deficient, must be marchctl a prisoiiei to the regiment, in older to 
be tried by a regimental Court Martial. 

4. The officer in charge of a detachment on its march to the army will, for this purpose, 
divide his detachment into as many divisions as there are officers, and will employ an 
oflicer to make the inspection ordered of each division. 

5. This order is to ^ added to those directed to lie given to the officers commanding 
detachments of truo|)B on their march from the hospital stations, or Lisbon, to the army ; and 
the officers are requested to observe that if a soldier should make away with his necessaries 
or equipments on a march, under their command, and they should nut discover it and 
bring him to punishment, they will be responsible for a neglect of duty. 

6. The Commander of the Forces desires tliat it may lie understood that when new 
blankets, or camp equipments of any description, are issued to any regiments, in conse- 
quence of their requisition, tliey will be called ujion to pay for them, not oiil) their actual 
cost, but the expense of their carriage from Lislion, unless they shall be able to prove that 
ffie want and r^uisition for them has been occasioned by fair wear, or by unavoidable 
accident. 

7. Hie Commander of the Forces is, however, convinced, that all the evils and iucon- 
vetiiences occasioned by the sale of their necessaries and their camp equipmaits by the sol- 
diers, would be avoided if the non-commissioned oncers were to do their duty, which can- 
not be expected without the constant inspection and control of the officers of the regiment. 
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or both these ferries, I request you to put the artillery and carriages of 
the 6th division at least (and of the Ist, if you should think it expedient 
that they likewise should cross the ferries) in march upon Villa Velha 
and Gastello Branco by the usual stages, as soon as Hill’s return shall be 
quite secure ; and afterwards put the infantry in march to cross the Tagus 
at the ferries on the day tliat the artillery shall cross the bridge of Villa 
Velha. 

I shall send orders for the cavalry to move as soon as I shall hear from 
you tliat you have ordered them back to their cantonments. 

In regard to supplies on the march by Alcantara, &c., there is a maga- 
zine at Gastello Branco, from which 1 shall have supplies forwarded to the 
frontiers of Portugal. 

P.S. There are with Hill 2 flying bridges of our pontoons, of 3 or 4 
boats in each flying bridge, wliich might go to Alconeta, to facilitate the 
passage there, if you should think proper, when Hill returns. 1 am 
afraid they could not go to Alcantara, though I am not certain. If they 
could, it would be the most convenient point for the troops. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fueiite Guixialdo, 24th May, 1812, 9 a.u. 

1 enclose papers from Salamanca, from which it appears that Marmont 
intended some movement, and that be had heard of Hill’s arrival at Lugar 
Nuevo. 

They don’t know what to make of the disposition of our troops, which, 
without a knowledge of our circumstances, it is not easy to understand ; 
and they are very anxious to know where head quarters are. 

This was the object of Marmont^s letter to me, adverted to in the 
enclosed, which contained only one from Grant of the 27th April. It 
came by the liands of a friend, who is gone back well tutored. 

1 likewise enclose a letter from Cadiz of the lOtli. Col. Austin informs 
me, on the 16th, that Soult had again left the I’uertos in a great hurry ; 1 
conclude upon hearing of Hill’s march; and that the Spanish troops 
ordered to Tarifa liad been countermanded. 

1 have a letter from the Spanish Minister at War, urging strongly a move- 
ment upon Andalusia. This would now be a false movement. At least 
six divisions of Marmont’s army are free, and would follow us, or would 
attack Ciudad Rodrigo, in which operation they would now succeed, as 
you will have observed they are bringing up heavy cannon by degrees. 
Our first object must certainly be now to get the better of Marmont’s 
army, of which we have a chance in the 2 months which will elapse 
between this time and the period of reaping the harvest in Castille. 

Matters were very different 2 months ago. The French could not 
have collected any where ; and if Ciudad Rodrigo had been provisioned, 
we might have marched 40,000 men into Andalusia, throwing the re- 
mainder of the army upon Gastello Branco to observe Marmont. But 
the harvest will be ripe in Andalusia in the beginning of June, It was 
reaped last year in Estremadura in the second week in June ; and we 
should not be well through the province before we should have Marmont 
after us. 

SinQi I wrote to you yesterday, I have received a letter from Hill of the 
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2l6t, from which I find that he was to be at Truzillo on that day, so that 
he will be on the Guadiana sooner than 1 expected when 1 wrote to you ; 
and 1 fimnd yesterday that Mr. Bissett was not quite so forward as I thought 
he was from his report. There is therefore no immediate occasion for 
hurry in the movement across that Tagus. I think the artillery, with the 
1st and 6th divisions and the cavalry, had better be thrown back to the old 
cantonments at all events ; and 1 request you to decide whether the infantry 
shall, upon the following considerations : 

1 st ; Whether the troops can cross at Alcantara without inconvenience, 
with the aid of Dickson’s flying bridges. 

2dly ; Wlietlier they can be subsisted in the positions which they now 
occupy, and keep up their supplies. 

The nearest magazine to the 6th division at Montijo is Badajoz ; the 
nearest to the 1st division is Niza. This last had passed Gastello de Vide 
before they received your order to halt at that place. 

I find that there is a boat at Alconeta capable of containing 12 horses, 
which might probably be brought down to Alcantara. I have desired 
Cupt. Pierrepont to report to you on that ferry ; but I recollect one incon- 
venience attending the use of it to come to this part of the country, and 
that is, that the Alagon must be passed likewise by a ferry. The troops 
also which would march by Alconeta would have to send far for their sup- 
plies on their march. I would recommend the use of Alcantara alone there- 
fore, if you should send any troops across the Tagus by any other road than 
the bridge of Villa Velha. 

According to what I have above stated to you in regard to Mr. Bissett’s 
preparations, I request you not to move the infantry, excepting towards 
their old cantonments, till you shall hear further from me. 

To lib Escelleucy C. Stuart. Fucnle Ouinaldo, 24th May, 1812. 

I have just received your letter of the 21st. 1 have invariably ordered 

that as much money os could be spared from the service of the army should 
be delivered to the chest of the ‘ aids,’ and 1 believe the subsidy has been 
much overpaid. But that is no concern of mine. I shall continue the 
same practice. I must say, however, in answer to your letter of the 21st, 
that I don’t believe 1 shall be able in the month of June to order the 
issue of more money than was given in the month of May, and 1 cannot 
fix the time at which any will be given. 

You had much better write to government on the subject. 1 can do no 
more than 1 am doing. 

P.S. You may depend upon it that the subsidy has been infinitely over- 
paid since the 1st Jan. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fuente Guinoldo, 25th May, 1812^ 8 A.M. 

I have received your letters of the 20th and 21st inst., but not yet that 
containing your report of your transactions on the Tagus. I wish you would 
take measures to know exactly what passes at Mirabete, if you have not 
got that garrison as prisoners. It is my opinion that they will abandon 
the place as soon as they can ; and 1 shall be glad to hear from you when 
they shall abandon it. 
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I don’t believe that Soult intended to attack Tarifa ; but if he did, you 
will have seen that your movement upon Almaraz has deranged all his 
projects, as well as those of Marmont. Soult’s troops are again marching 
towards Seville ; and Marmont moved from Salamanca on the 23d towards 
Avila and Talavera. He was to move himself, 1 believe, yesterday. 

In consequence of Sir W. Erskine’s reports, Sir T. Graham moved into 
Estremadura the 1st and 6th divisions of infantry, and part of the Ist divi- 
sion of cavalry. These troops will either withdraw into Alentejo again, or 
will wait in Estremadura till I shall order them across the Tagus at Alcan- 
tara, and will be considered applicable to otl^er services as soon as you 
shall return to the Guadiana, where you will resume your old position, 
and revert for the present to my instructions of the 11th April. 

You will observe that your success has given great security to your left, 
as, whatever may be said, I know that the roads from the Tagus to the 
Guadiana, leading from the bridge of Arzobispo and Talavera, cannot be 
called military communications for large bodies of troops. You might 
therefore adventure a little against Drouet, and keep him out of the pro- 
vince of Estremadura if you can, keeping me apprised of your designs. 
In the formation of all these plans, keep in view the support which Drouet 
will have from Soult, whose head quarters, I suspect, are about to be moved 
to Andujar. Endeavor to gain accurate information respecting Belal- 
cazar and any other fortified posts which the enemy may have towards 
Cordova. 

It will be necessary that the flying bridge which you have should be 
moved towards Alcantara, and placed at the disposal of Sir T. Graham if 
he wants it; and that Lieut. Col, Dickson’s reserve of howitzers should 
be placed in a situation to be in readiness to cross the Tagus at the same 
place, with tliat part of their equipment, consisting of 5^ inch shells, 
spherical case, and powder. 


To Lieut. Geii. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldu, 25tli May, 1812, 8 a.m. 

I enclose some letters from my brother, and a letter and its enclosure 
from Salamanca. 

You will see from the latter that Hill’s operation has induced Marmont 
to move. I don’t know yet whether he has got the garrison of the tower 
of Mirabete. I should tliink he would, if he had not been alarmed by Sir 
William’s reports. 

Hill’s operation has deranged Soult’s as well as Marmont’s plans, as I 
learn from Austin, on the 18th, that the troops had been withdrawn from 
the Condado ; and you see that they have been withdrawn from Cadiz. 


To Lieut. Col. Sir R. Fletcher, Bart., R.E. Fuente Guiiialdo, 25Ui May, 1812, 8 a.m. 

1 received last night your letter of the 22d, in regard to the cut from 
the Picurina to the inundation. 

First ; is what you propose now bette^ than what you proposed before, 
viz., a communication from the Picurina to the ravelin? 

You will observe that an enemy could not attack the redoubt by its 
gorge without obtaining possession of the communication, the approaches 
to which would be bettej^flanked and defended by the fire of the fort, and 
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from the gorge of the redoubt, than from the proposed line. There is 
another advantage in the communication likewise, which is, that it would 
afford an additional obstacle to an enemy attempting to turn the redoubt 
by its left. Unless the whole of the new proposed line, and the covered 
way on the left of the redoubt, should be occupied, the redoubt will always 
be liable to an attack in the night by surprise in its gorge. The only 
guard against it will be the flank fire from the right of the redoubt, and 
the fire from the body of the place. 

And here the second question arises, viz., is the proposed line flanked 
by any, and what works of the place ? You must be the best judge, being 
on the spot, of the validity of this reasoning ; and 1 beg you will decide 
which you will adopt, the communication as first proposed, or the line as 
proposed in your letter of the 22d. 

As far as I can judge from the plan, the proposed line will be seen only 
from the face of the bastion of S*“ Maria. 

I have omitted to write to you respecting an engineer to be attached to 
Lieut. Gen. Hill. 1 rather believe that you had better detain Lieut. Col. 
Jones for that purpose. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart Fuaite Giiinaldo, 25th May, 1812. 

I received yesterday your letter of tlic 18th inst., and I had at the same 
time one of the 2()th from the Conde de Amarante, from which I learnt 
that the enemy, after plundering the villages on the frontier of Galicia, 
had retired to Benavente. 

There is no chance of their attacking Galicia as long as this army shall 
be on this frontier ; and, entertaining tliis opinion, and feeling an anxious 
desire that the Portuguese government should be saved the expense of 
the militia in arms when not necessary to be incurred, and that the indi- 
viduals composing the militia should have tlic advanhige of returning to 
their homes when their services should not be rcquircii, I desired that Uie 
militia should be disbanded as soon as I brought back the army to this 
quarter, with the exception of those corps necessary to observe the enemy’s 
movements. They are, however, ready to turn out again at a moment’s 
notice. 

To the Rt lion. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 25th May, 1812. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from the Sec. of 
State of the War Department, desiring that the troops under Lieut. Gen. 
Sir R. Hill should move into Andalusia, in co-operation with the 4th 
army, to drive the enemy from that kingdom. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill has lately made an important movement and 
effected in a very brilliant manner a very important operation on the 
Tagus, near Almaraz, of which I propose to transmit to you the detailed 
accounts for the information of the Spanish government, in the course of 
a day or two. 

It appears that Marshal Soult abandoned whatever design he might 
have.had immediately in view in Andalusia, as soon as he heard of Lieut. 
Gen. Sir R. Hill’s movement towards the Tagus ; and 1 have only now to 
add, that I will take care that Gen. Sir R. Hi}||ahall annoy the enemy in 
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every manner that may be in his power with the force which he has under 
his command. 

I am apprehensive, however, that the force under his command, even 
assisted by the 4th army, is not equal to the undertaking of forcing the 
enemy from Andalusia. 

To thfi Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 26th May, 1812. 

When we had taken Ciudad Rodrigo in January, and I intended to 
carry on the siege of Badajoz in March, I expected to be able, if success- 
ful in that object, to invade Andalusia with a superior army to that which 
the French had in that part of Spain. 

These expectations were founded on the knowledge which I had, that 
even if Soiilt and Marmont had collected their armies, either to impede 
our operations at the siege of Badajoz or to stop our further progress, 
the want of subsistence at that season of the year would have obliged 
them to separate, which want, we, with our superior means and better 
arrangements, should not have felt. 

It appeared to me also that nothing which Marmont could undertake 
at that season of the year could prevent me from carrying my j)lun into 
execution. He could not attack Ciudad Rodrigo or Almeida, because we 
had taken, in the former, the heavy artillery belonging to the FreneJ^ 
army, which could not be replaced in time. He could not venture at 
that season of the year to make a serious invasion of Portugal ; and if lie 
had, two or three divisions of the army which could have been spared 
after the siege of Badajoz, with the militia, would have stopped him 
effectually ; nor could he at that season invade Galicia with any prospect 
of success. In either of these operations he would have felt a want of 
provisions equal to, if not greater, than that which he would have expe- 
rienced if he and Soult had joined to impede our progress south of the 
Tagus. 

1 enclose a copy of the memorandum which I gave to Gen. Castanos 
before the siege of Badajoz, in which the probable plans of the enemy 
are discussed, and measures to defeat them are proposed. Your Lordship 
will see that I adverted to that which at length obliged me to return into 
Castille ; I mean the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and I thought I had 
adopted the most effectual measure to frustrate it, by giving to the 
Spanish authorities, before T wrote the enclosed paper, the provisions in 
our magazines which they were to have carried to the place. But unfor- 
tunately they could not find the means of moving these provisions, only 
17 leagues, in nearly 7 weeks! Other mistakes and disobedience of 
orders occurred, and I was obliged to bring back to Castille an army able 
to beat Marmont in the field, in case he should persevere in the blockade 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, and to abandon, for the moment, the execution of my 
plan upon the Andalusias. 

The measure then to be adopted was to replenish the magazines of 
Almeida and Ciud^ Rodrigo as soon as possible ; and it was necessary to 
keep the army in a situation to be in readiness to concentrate, to pfOtect 
that ^Service, in case the enemy should attempt to interrupt it. If such 
an attempt had been madljl^ and we had not been at»hand to prevent its 
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success, your Lordship will observe that both places would probably have 
been lost, as neither could have in it at the same time provisions for more 
than a few days, and could not have held out till assistance could come 
to their relief. 

I did not, however, lose all hopes of being able to relieve Andalusia by 
a movement into that province, although I was obliged to detain the army 
for some time in Castille. Those hopes depended upon tlie period at 
which Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida should be replenished with provisions, 
and upon the accounts which I should receive of the degree of progress 
made by the enemy in providing themselves with artillery and stores for 
the siege of those places. 

The magazines at Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida have been replenished, 
but I have reason to believe that the train for Marmont’s army is in con- 
siderable forwardness on its road from Bayonne. But at all events, the 
season is now so far advanced that the reasoning in reference to the ex- 
pedition into Andalusia, which would have rendered that plan advisable 
in April or in the beginning of May, is not now applicable. The harvest 
in Andalusia will be ripe in the beginning of June, and that in Estre- 
madura in the same state in the second week in June ; and this is the 
state in which it is most convenient to the French to find the harvest, 
from which they can take what they please where they want it, without 
any account ; and wherever they find ripe corn on the ground, they can 
collect any number of men they please, and can keep them collected 
during the time which may be necessary to perform any operation. If 
then 1 were to choose this period for my expedition into Andalusia, 
Marmont would follow me march for march, and on my arrival in Anda- 
lusia 1 should find an army much superior to mine. 

It may here be necessary to advert to the state of the enemy’s numbers 
at present I reckoned that Soult had about 45,000 men under his 
command in March, of which 5000 were the garrison of Badajoz ; and I 
calculated that he could bring 32,000 for a few days into Estremadura 
to raise that siege. I have reason to believe that Marmont has 45,000 
men under his command, including the divisions of Souham and Bonet, 
received from the army of the north in January, which are about 14,000 
or 15,000 of the number; and I reckoned that he would have brought 
30,000 men into Estremadura to raise the siege of Badajoz, leaving 
those divisions to occupy Castille and Leon. I enclose, however, some 
intercepted letters in regard to that siege, which show that I was mis- 
taken respecting the numbers which the enemy could bring into Estre- 
madura to raise it, which it appears by the enclosed letters were 80,000 
men. In these numbers, however, I conclude that 5000 men belonging 
to what is called the Centre Army are included. 

Of the two armies called tlie army of the South and the *Armee de 
Portugal^ which are opposed to us, the latter can produce the largest 
number of men in a distant operation. Soult must maintain the blockade 
of Cadiz as long as he remains in Andalusia, and in effecting that object 
he must keep garrisons in Seville, Granada, Malaga, and some other 
points ; and if he is to be absent from the province for any length of time, 
he must leave a body of men to observe BallesllA'os, who would otherwise 
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objects in Andalusia. 

Marmont, however, has no object, nor, as he has been repeatedly told 
in letters from Berthier, any thing to attend to but the British army. By 
abandoning Castille and Leon for a short time he might lose some plunder 
and some contributions, but he can lose nothing which could permanently 
affect his situation or the operations of the war ; or which he could not 
regain as soon as he should again be able to have a superiority, particu- 
larly of cavalry, in the open country of Castille. Marmont’s then being, 
what may be called of the two, the operating army, the movement which 
1 should now make into Andalusia, which, Jis I have above pointed out, 
would enable the enemy to bring the largest body of men to act together 
on one point, would be a false movement, and this must by all means 
be avoided. 

Tl^ere are other circumstances also which render a movement into Anda- 
lusia, at the present moment, inexpedient. Ist ; your Lordship will have 
seen that the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo is not in a very satisfactory 
state, and it is desirable not to carry the operations of the army to a dis- 
tance from that place, so as to leave it exposed under existing circum- 
stances. 2dly ; the harvest in all the countries north of the Tagus, par> 
ticularly in those north of the mountains, by which Castille is separated 
from Estremaduru, is much later than it is to the southward. We shall 
retain our advantages for a longer period of time in these countries than 
we should do to the southward ; and we have time to strike some im- 
portant blows, which, if successful, may have the effect of relieving the 
Andalusias, as effectually as a direct movement upon those provinces. 

I propose, therefore, as soon as ever the magazines of the army are 
brought forward, which work is now in progress, (the troops continuing 
in dispersed cantonments for that purpose,) to move forward into Castille, 
and to endeavor, if possible, to bring Marmont to a general action. 1 
think 1 can make this movement with safety, excepting always the risk of 
the general action. 1 am of opinion also that I shall have the advantage 
in the action, and that this is the period of all others in which such a 
measure should be tried. 

Your Lordship will have observed that Gen. Hill’s recent operation 
gives great security to our right in any forward movement into Castille. 
The enemy have, in truth, now no good military communication across 
the Tagus, excepting the bridge of Toledo. 1 know that the bridges of 
Arzobispo and Talavera can’t be deemed military communications for 
large corps, and scarcely for any body of troops marching with cannon 
and carriages. There are besides other difficulties for a corps advancing 
along the valley of the Tagus towards the frontier of Portugal. It is not 
very probable, therefore, that we should be turned by our right ; and if 
reinforcements should be drawn from the north to press upon our left, 
we shall always have our retreat open either upon Ciudad Rodrigo or by 
the valley of the Tagus. 

In respect to the- general action, 1 believe there is no man in this army 
who ^tertains a doubt of its result, and that sentiment alone would do a 
great deal to obtain success. But we possess solid |)hysical advantages 
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oyer the enemy, besides those resulting from recent successes. Our in- 
fantry 6re not in bad order; our cavalry more numerous in relation to the 
enemy, and the homes in better condition than I have known them since 
1 have commanded the army ; and the horses of the artillery in the same 
good condition and Complete in numbers, whereas the enemy are, I know, 
terribly deficient in that equipment. 

Strong as the enemy are at present, there is no doubt that they are 
weaker than they have been during the war, or than they are likely to be 
again, as they will certainly be in some degree reinforced after the harvest, 
and very largely so, after Buonaparte’s projects in the north shall have 
been brought to a conclusion. We have a better chance of success now, 
therefore, than we have ever had ; and success obtained now would pro- 
duce results not to be expected from any success over any single French 
army in tlie Peninsula upon any other occasion. 

The certainty of the loss in every action, and the risk which always 
attends such an operation, ought not, therefore, in my opinion, to prevent 
its being tried at present. 1 am not insensible to these losses and risks, 
nor am I blind to the disadvantages under which 1 shall undertake this 
operation. My friends in Castillci (and 1 believe that no officer ever had 
better) assure me that we shall not want provisions, even before the 
harvest will be reaped ; that there exist concealed granaries which will be 
opened to us ; and that if we can pay for a part, credit will be given us 
for the remainder. They have long given me liopes that wc should be 
able to borrow money in Castille upon British securities ; and it was with 
a view to loans from the people of the interior principally, that I applied 
to your Lordship for the forms of the securities. 

In case we should not be able to maintain ourselves in Castille, the 
general action and its result being delayed by the enemv’s manoeuvres, 
which I think not improbable, 1 have in contemplation otfu r resources 
for drawing supplies from the country, and I shall at all events have our 
own magazines at Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo. But with all these pros- 
pects I can’t reflect without shuddering upon the probability that we shall 
be distressed, nor upon the consequence which may result from our want- 
ing money in the interior of Spain. 

1 have thought it proper to make your Lordship acquainted with the 
course of my reflections, and the plan according to which I propose to 
proceed for the campaign, which I hope at all events will be a successful 
one. 


G. O. Fuente Ouiualdo, Sith May, ISIS. 

3. Adverting to the G. O. of the 8th May, the Commander of the Forces desires that all 
soldiers at Lisbon or Belem shall take their letters to Thomas Reynolds, Esq., agent for 
packets, who, upon their paying him 15 rti» for each letter, will have them marked as post 
paid, and they will be transmitted to England by the drst opportunity. 

3. Soldiers absent from their regiments, whether on detachment or in hospital, any where 
but ill Lisbon, must send their letters intended for England to the officer commanffing the ‘ 
company, who will forward them by the first opportunity, under the G. O* of the 8th May. 

4. It is to be clearly understood, that as the object of these orders is to insure the deli- 
very in England of the soldiers' letters, for which the soldiers pay the postage in this 
country, tlie post office serieant at Lisbon, or at head quarters, cannot receive soldiers* > 
letters, and money to pay Uie postage for them. 
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To Major Gen. Pearocice. Fueiite Gubaldo, 37tb May, 1813. ' 

I gave directions some days ago to the Commanding officer of artillery 
that 2 companies of the Royal artillery might be prepared to be embarked 
for service; and I requested Marshal Sir W. Beresford to apply to the 
Portuguese government for permission to send 2 companies of Portuguese 
artillery with them, to which the government having consented, the Mar- 
shal has directed that those might be prepared; and 1 applied to tlie 
Admiral to have transports prepared to take these troops to their des- 
tination. 

1 request you to inquire from Gen. Rosa and Lieut. Col. Fisher when 
the troops shall be ready to embark, and that you will settle with Gen. 
Soares de Noronha the period of their embarkation, after having ascer- 
tained from his Excellency the Admiral that the transports are ready to 
receive them. 

These 4 companies are to proceed to Gibraltar ; and I enclose a letter 
for the Governor of Gibraltar, which the Commanding officer is to deliver 
to him. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir T. Oiaham, K.R Fuente Guinaldo, 27th May, 1812. 

Marmont had not quitted Salamanca on the 24th, but it was expected 
he would go on the 25th. I enclose a letter from Ruman, containing the 
accounts of the 24th. 

I have a letter from Sir W. Erskine of the 24th, from which it appears 
that he then thought the enemy were retiring. I don’t think Sir William 
has very good intelligence. 

I don’t know how Sir William makes himself out much inferior to 
Drouet in cavalry. 


To the Rt Hod. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Ghiinaldo, 27th May, 1812. 

The government of Spain having signified to Mariscal de Campo Don 
M. de Alava their consent that His Catholic Majesty’s subjects, to the 
number of 5000, might be permitted to enlist into His Majesty’s army 
serving in the Peninsula, I enclose the copy of a circular letter which 1 
have written to the General officers commanding divisions, to permit the 
regiments in their several divisions to enlist His Catholic Majesty’s sub- 
jects, and specifying the terms on which the enlistment is to be made. 
You will observe that this letter provides for enlisting 4100 men, which 
is all that 1 have thought it proper at present to allow of ; and I have 
not allowed the foreign regiments in the British service to enlist any 
Spaniards. 

I request you to lay the enclosed before the Spanish government. 

I likewise request that you will apply for leave for Capt. Gray, of the 
95th regt., who will have the honor of delivering adujdicate of t^ letter, 
to go to Alicante and the kingdom of Valencia, with the order of the 
government, directed to the Captains General of Valencia, Murcia, and 
Catalonia, to permit him to enlist His Catholic Majesty’s subjects, natives 
of those Idngdoms, into His Majesty’s 95th regt 
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To Lirat Gen. Sir It. Hill, K.B. Fuenfe Guinaldo, 2Sth May, 1812, 9 a.m. 

Smce I wrote to you on the 25th, I find that Sir T. Graham will not 
require the flying bridges, which you had better send back, with all the 
appurtenances, bullocks, &c., to San Vicente; and I shall write to Fletcher 
respecting the disposal of the bridge of pontoons. 

Lieut Col. Dickson’s reserve brigade of howitzers must, however, be 
ready to cross the bridge of Alcantara on the day Sturgeon will have it 
prepared ; and I shall write to Sturgeon to let him know exactly on what 
day it will be ready. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 26th May, 1612. 

I received last night your 3 letters of the 25th. 

1 send Major Currie to England with Sir R. Hill’s dispatches, which I 
hope will be of service to him. 1 received 3 letters from Hill with his 
dispatch, including the dispatch, and I believe all in their covers. 

I desired Col. Framingham to attach Major Gardiner to the artillery 
with the Ist division, and it was necessary to move Capt. Lawson’s com- 
pany with him. But it is certainly desirable that some of the experienced 
artillerymen and drivers should remain with the 1st division, and I shall 
speak to Col. Framingham on the subject. 

I think it probable that I shall be able to send directions for the march 
of the troops to-morrow morning. All will now pass by Villa Velha, in 
consequence of their having taken up their old cantonments, as stated in 
your letter of the 25th. 

I shall write to Sturgeon to fix his bridge where he can, and then to 
join the army- 

P.S. You will have heard of Mr. Perceval having been murdered com- 
ing out of the House of Commons on the 11th. 

To Don Gnrlof de Eipafis. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th May, 1812. 

His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz having placed at my disposition a 
part of the aid supplied hy Great Britain to the Spanish government, 1 
conceive that I can’t fulfil the wishes of H.R.H. the Prince Regent of 
Great Britain and Ireland, nor forward the interests of the Spanish 
government more essentially, than in making use of that aid to furnish the 
pay of the officers and troops composing the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and of those composing the division under the command of your Ex- 
cellency. 

I request your Excellency, however, to understand that the expenses, of 
the army under my command, and the other expenses incurred by His 
Majesty in the cause of the Peninsula, are very large, and that it is fre- 
quently impossible to procure funds to defray those of them which must 
be paid in money. Whatever may be my intentions or my wishes, there- 
fore, regarding the regularity of the payment of the troops above referred 
to, it must depend upon the realization of specie for the other necessary 
expenses of the army. I mention this in order to guard myself againsi; 
futute reproaches on account of the irregularity of these payments, whicdi 
I now declare I can’t expect will be regular. 

I likewise consider it my duty, acting on the behalf of His Majesty’s 
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government, and doing what 1 conBcientiously consider best for the cause 
of Spain, to make the following conditions : 

1st; The money is invariably to be applied to the purpose for which 
it will be issued by me ; that is to say, to give their pay, or the stated 
proportion of their pay, to a certain specified number of officers and 
soldiers. 

2dly ; As the object in giving this aid is to render the officers and 
troops efficient for the service, it is desirable that it should be understood 
that as long as the contributions which can be raised in Castille are 
allowed by the government to be applicable to the support of the military 
establishments employed in the country, they should be applied to the 
provision of subsistence to the troops, particularly the garrison of Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; to the completion and maintenance of the works of that for- 
tress ; and lastly, to aid in the payment of the troops, so that the money 
supplied by Great Britain may be applied to another object for the ser- 
vice of Spain. 

3dly ; I beg it may be understood clearly that I employ the aid placed 
at my disposition in the manner above stated only because I consider the 
troops composing the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, and those under the 
command of your Excellency, to be regular troops ; among whom ought 
to be established, and by whom ought to be observed and practised, the 
Rules and Regulations established by the Kings of Spain for the govern- 
ment of their armies ; and these troops ought to be as good as any in the 
Peninsula engaged on either side. 

If I should find that 1 have been mistaken, it may be depended upon 
that I shall correct my error ; and I shall discontinue the payment of this 
aid to any corps which shall not be properly disciplined, and in which the 
Royal Orders and Regulations for the establishment and maintenance of 
discipline and subordination among officers and soldiers shall not be duly 
observed. 

When I make this last condition, however, I admit tliat I have no right, 
nor have I the intention, of criticising the conduct of others. But His 
Majesty’s Ambassador having confided to me the distribution of a port of 
His Majesty’s aid to the Spanish government, it is my duty to satisfy 
myself, at least, that I shall dispose of it for the benefit of the cause of 
Spain and her allies ; and I don’t conceive that 1 should perform this 
duty if I were to throw away money to pay officers and soldiers who 
should have no knowledge of their duty, and among whom there should 
exist no subordination, no discipline, or no knowledge of or attention to 
the Orders and Regulations of their Sovereign. 

To Don Carlos de Espafio. Fuente Guinaldo, 28ih May, 1812. 

According to my letter No. 1 of this day’s date, I have now the honor 
to enclose a warrant upon the Commissary Gen. for 12,G75 dollars, 19 
reales^ and 32 marav.^ which is sufficient to pay the officers and soldiers 
according to the enclosed estimate for half of a month; and I beg that this 
money may be So applied to pay the troops in the garrison of Ciudad 
Redrigo, and under the command of your Excellency, for half of the 
month of J une. 
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I have made the calculations in this estimate according to those which 
your Excellency first gave me as Uie rate of pay of each individual. 

To Major Gen. G. Murray. Fuente Guinaldo^ 28th May, 1812. 

I received this day your letter of the 2d, and 1 can’t express to you how 
much concerned 1 am that you have relinquished your situation with this 
army. 1 acknowledge that when 1 first heard of your intention to quit 
us, roy sentiments were not confined to concern and regret ; but it is im- 
possible to expect that men will pass their lives in these countries, who 
have other objects to look to, and 1 can’t be surprised, that after such con- 
tinued absence, you should be desirous of spending some time at home. 

In answer to your letter I can only express a hope that you relinquish 
your situation with as much regret as I feel upon losing your assistance ; 
and I assure you that I shall always be happy to receive it again when you 
feel disposed to give it. You will have appreciated the difficulty and im- 
portance of our late operations. The siege of Badajoz was a most serious 
undertaking, and the weather did not favor us. The troops were up to 
their middles in mud in the trenches, and in the midst of our difficulties 
the Guadiana swelled and carried away our bridge, and rendered useless 
for a time our flying bridge. However, we never stopped, and a fair day 
or two set all to rights. The assault was a terrible business, of which I 
foresaw the loss when I was ordering it. But we had brought matters to 
that state that we could do no more, and it was necessary to storm or raise 
the siege. I trust, however, that future armies will be equipped for sieges, 
with the people necessary to carry them on as they ought to be ; and that 
our engineers will learn how to put their batteries on the crest of the glacis, 
and to blow in the counterscarp, instead of placing them wherever the wall 
can be seen, leaving the poor officers and troops to get into and cross the 
ditch as they can. 

Hill’s late operation is likewise very important, as unless the enemy have 
another bridge, they can no longer pass the Tagus as an army, excepting 
at Toledo. As you have left us, 1 will not tantalize you by entering on 
our plans for the remainder of the campaign ; 1 think it will be ours at 
all events, and 1 hope it may be attended by permanently important con^ 
sequences. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th May, 1812. 

1 received this day your letter of the 2d, announcing Gen. Murray ’a 
removal from the Q. M. G.’s department of this army, and the intention 
of His Royal Highness to send here Col. Gordon, to perform the duties of 
that office. 

I very much regret the loss of Gen. Murray’s assistance, to whom I 
have so long been accustomed, and who has been of so much service to me. 
But I am very much obliged to His Royal Highness for having* fixed upon 
Col. Gordon to succeed him; and I assure you that, as Gen. Murray is to 
go, no arrangement can be more satisfactory to me. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo^ 28th May, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from Dr. M^Grigor, with a return of the officers who 
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have died of their wounds, during and since the siege of Badajoz ; and 
another letter, giving an account of the soldiers who l^ve died, and of the 
present state of the wounded. 

1 am sorry to say that Major Gen. Walker is in a very dangerous state, 
as is Major Gillies, of the 40th. Lieut. Col. Elder is better, and out of 
danger. Major Gen. Bowes has returned to his duty; but Major Gen. 
the Hon. C. Colville and Major Gen. Kempt are still confined by their 
wounds. , 

To the Karl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo^ 38th May, 1812. 

When I found that the enemy had retired from this frontier on the 24th 
April, and that 1 was enabled to make a disposition of the army, to give 
me the command of the means of transport attached to the troops, and to 
enable me to throw provisions into the fortresses of Ciudad Rodrigo and 
Almeida, and to move up the magazines of the army, with a view to the 
further operations of the campaign, I directed Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill to 
carry into execution the operations against the posts and establishments of 
the enemy at the passage of the Tagus, at Almaraz, which I had in con- 
templation before the siege of Badajoz, and which I had then delayed for 
reasons into which it is not now necessary to enter. 

Owing to the necessary preparations for this expedition, and to the un- 
expected delays of the repairs of the bridge over the Guadiana at Merida, 
which I had destroyed during the siege of Badajoz, Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill 
could not begin his operation with part of the 2d division till the 12th inst. ; 
and he attained the object of his expedition on the 19th inst., by taking by 
storm Forts Napoleon and Raguse, and tlie i^ies de pont^ and other works 
by which the enemy’s bridge was guarded, by destroying those forts and 
works, and the enemy’s bridge and establishments, and by taking their 
magazines, and about 259 prisoners, and 18 pieces of cannon. 

1 have the honor to enclose Sir R. Hill’s report * of this brilliant exploit ; 


* Lieut. Geii. Sir R. Hill, K.B., to Gen. the Earl of Wellington, K.B. 

Truxillo, 2lBt May, 1812. 

1 have tbe satisfaction to acquaint your Lordship, that your instructions relative to the 
capture and destruction of the enemy's works at Almaraz have been most fully carried 
into effect by a detachment of troops under my orders, which maiched from Almendralcjo 
on tlie 12th inst. The bridge was, os your Lordship knows, protected by strong works, 
thrown up by the French on both sides of the river, and further covered on the southern 
side by the castle and redoubts of Mirabete, about a league off, commanding the pass of 
that name, through* which runs the road to Madrid, bebig the only one passable for car- 
nages of any description, by which the bridge can be approached. Hie works on the left 
bank of the river were a /e/e de poni, built of masonry, and strongly intrenched ; and on 
the high ground above it, a large and well construct^ fort, called Najioleon, with an in- 
terior intrencliment and Impholed tower in its centre. This fort contained 9 pieces of can- 
non, with a garrison of between 400 and 500 men ; there being also on the opposite side of 
the river, on a height immediately above the biidge, a very complete fort, recently con- 
structed, which flanked and added much to its defence. 

On the morning of the 16tb, the troops reached Joiaiccjo, and the same evening marched 
in three columns ; the left column, commanded by Lieut. Gen. Chowne (28th an(| 34tb 
regts., under Col. Wilson, and the 6th Portuguese^ ca^dores). towards the castle of Mi- 
rabete ; tbe right column, under Major Gen. Howard (50th, 7ist, and 92d regts.), which I 
accompanied myself to a pass in the mountains, through ahichamost difficult and qir- 
cuitous footpath leads by tbe village of Romangordo to the bridge ; the centre column, 
under Major Gen. Long (6th and 1 8th Portuguese infantry, under Col. Ashworth, and 
the *I3th light dragoops, with the artillery), advanced upon the high road to the pass of 
Mirabete. 
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and 1 beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the difficulties witli which 
he had to contend, as well from the nature of the country as from the works 
which the enemy had constructed, and to the ability and characteristic 

The two flank oolanina were provided with ladden, and it was intended that either of 
them should proceed to escalade the forts against which they were directed, had circum- 
stances proved favorable; the difSculfies, however, which each had to encountw oti its 
march were such, that it was imixnsible fur them to reach their respective points befhra 
daybreak : I judged it best, therefore, as there was no longer a possibility of surprise, to 
defer the attach until we should be better acquainted with the nature and position of the 
woiks ; and the troops bivouacked on the Sierra. 

On flirther examination of the Mirabete works, I was satisfied that any attpm]it to force 
that pass, however successful, must be attended by so serious a loss, that I determined on 
endeavoring to penetrate to the bridge by the mountain |)at]i leading throiigli the village 
of Uomangnido. although, hy that means, I shouhl l)e dejaived of the use of my artillery. 

On the evening of the I8th, I moved with Major Gen. Howard’s brigade and tlie 
Portuguese regt for the operation, provided with scaling ladders, &c. Although die dis- 
tance marched did not exceed 0 or 6 miles, the difiiculties of the road were such, that with 
the united exertions of officers and men, the column could not be formed for the altack 
before daylight. Confiding, however, in the valor of the troops, I ordemd the immediat# 
assault of Fort Napoleon. My confidence was fully justified by the event. 

The Ist batt. of the 50th, and one wing of the Tlst regt., regardless of the enemy’s artil- 
lery and musketry, escaladed the work iu three places, nearly at the same time. The 
enemy seemed at first determined, and his fire was destructive ; hut the ardour of our 
troofjs was irresistible, and the garrison was driven at the (loint of the bayonet through the 
several iiitreiichments of the fort and tett de pent, across the bridge, which having been cut 
by those on the opposite side of the Tagus, many leajied into the river, and tlnis perished. 
The impresbioii made uiion the enemy's troops was such, that paiiic soon communicated 
itself to those on the right bank of the river, and Fort Uagnse was instantly abandoned, the 
garrison flying in the greatest confusion towards Navalmural. 

1 cannot sufficiently praise the conduct of the 50th and 7 1st regts., to whom the assault 
fell. The cool and steady manner in which they formed and advanced, and the intre- 
pidity with which they mounted the ladders and carried the place, were worthy of those 
distinguished corps and the officers who led them. 

Could the attack have been made before day, the 92d regt, under Lieut Col. Ca- 
meron, and the remainder of the 71st, under Lieut Col. the Hon. H. Cadogan, were to 
have escaladed the /c/e dt pont, and effected the destruction of the bridge at the same time 
tliat the attack was made on Fort Napoleon. The impossibility of advancing deprived 
them of this opportunity of distinguishing themselves, but the share whic b tliey bad iu the 
operations, and the leaf which tliey displayed, entitle them to my wannest commendation ; 
and 1 cannot avoid to mention the steadiness and good discipline of the 6tb Porturaese 
infantry, and two companies of the 60th regt., under Col. Ashworth, which formed the 
reserve to this attack. 

Our operations in this quarter were much favored by a diversion made by Lieut Gen. 
Chowne, with the troops under his orders, against the castle of Mirabete, which succeeded 
in inducing the enemy to believe that we should not attack the forts near the bridge until 
we had forced the pass, and thus have mode way for our artillery. The Lieut. General 
ciiiiducted this operation, as well as his former advance, entirely to my satisfaction. 1 regret 
much that the peculiar situation of Mirabete should have preveiiteilmy allowing the gal- 
lant corps under his orders to follow up an operation which they had commenced with 
much spirit, and were so anxious to complete ; but the possession of these ffvrts would nut 
have made amends fur the valuable blood which must have been shed in taking them. 

1 cannot too strongly express how much 1 am satisfied with the conduct of Major Gen. 
Howard through the whole of this operation, the most arduous part of which has fallen to 
his share ; and particularly with tlie manner in which be led his brigade to the assault. 
He was ably assisted by his staff, Brigade Major Wemyss, of tlie 50th, and Lieut. Bat- 
tersby, of the 23d light dragoons. To Major Uen. Long I am also indebted for his assist- 
ance, although his column was not immediately engaged. Lieut. C!ol. Stewart, and Major 
Harrison, of the 50th, and Major Gather, of the 71st, commanded the three attacks^ and 
led them in a most gallant and spirited manner. 

1 have received the greatest assistance from Lieut. Col. Dickson, of the Royal artilkry, 
whom, with a brigade of 21 pounders, a company of Britisli, and one of Portuguese aitil* 
lery, your Lordship was pleam to put under my orders. Circumstances did not permit 
his guns to be brought into play, but his exertions, and those of his oibcers and men auimg 
the attack and destruction of the place, were unwearied. In the latter service, Licat. 
Thiele, of the Royal German artillery, was blown up ; and we have to regret in him a 
most gallant officer. He hod particuLirly distinguisbed himself in fin aiiaidtt Ideui. 




680 


SPAIN. 


qualities displayed by Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, in persevering in the line, 
and confining himself to the objects chalked out by his instructions, nob* 
withstanding the various obstacles opposed to his progress. 

I have nothing to add to Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill’s report of the conduct 
of the officers and troops under his command, excepting to express my 
concurrence in all he says in their praise. Too much cannot be said of 
the brave officers and troops who took by storm, without the assistance of 


Wright, of the Royal Engineers, has also rendered me very essential service. He is a most 
intelligent, ^lont, and meritorious officer ; and 1 must not omit also to mention Lieut. 
Hillier, of the 29tfa regt., wliose knowledge of this part of the countiy (in which he has 
been for some time in obsmation) proved of great assistance. 

Your Lordship will observe from the return of ordnance and stores which I have the 
honor to enclose, that Almaraz has been considered by the enemy in the light of a most 
important station ; and 1 am happy to state diat its destruction has been most comnlete. 
The towers of masonry which were in forts Napoleon and Raguse have been entirely 1e> 
veiled, the ramparts of both in great measure destroyed, and the whole apparatus of the 
bridge, together with tlie workshops, magazines, and every piece of timber which could be 
found, entirely destroyed. / 

A color belonging to the 4th batt. of the Carpi J^ran^ was taken by the 71st regt.; 
and I shall have the honor of forwarding it to your Lordship. 

Our loss baa not been severe, considering the circumstances under which the attack was 
made. 1 enclose a list of the killed and wounded. Capt. Candler, of the 50th regt., (tlie 
only officer killed in the assault,) has, 1 am sorry to say, left a large family to dejilure his 
loss. He was one of the first to mount the ladder, and fell upon tlie parapet after giving a 
distinguished example to his men. 

1 have had frequent occasions to mention to your Lordship, in terms of the highest praise,, 
the conduct of Lieut. Col. Rooke, A. A. 6. During the whole period 1 have had a sej^ 
rate command in this country, that officer has been with me, and rendered most essential 
service to my corps; on the present expedition he has eminently distinguished himself, and 
1 beg leave particularly to notice his conduct. Your Lordship is also aware of the merits 
of Lieut. Col. Ofleuey, my A. Q. M. G., of whose valuable aid I have been deprived 
during the latter part of this expedition. Though labouring under severe illness, he accom- 
nmied me, to the serious detriment of his health, and until it was totally impracticable for 
iiim to proceed. Capt. Tliom, D. A. Q. M. succeeded to his duties, and 1 am indebted 
to him for his assistance, and dso to Major Hill and my personal Staff. 

The Marques de Almeida, member of the Junta of Estremadura, has done roe the honor 
to accompany me since 1 have been in the province ; J have received from him, as well as 
from the people, the most ready and effectual assistance which it was in their power to 
bestow. 

Major Currie, my aide de camp, will deliver to your Lordship this disjiatch, and the 
color taken from the enemy, and will be able to give you any further particulars. 1 beg 
leave to recommend him to your Lordship. 

1 enclose a Return of prisoners, in number 250, iucluding the Governor, one Lieut. 
Colone^ aud 15 officers. 1 also transmit a Return of provisions in the forts near the bridge^ 
taken from one signed by the Chief of the Ftexich Commissariat, on the 18th May, 

Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, at the storm and capture of Fort Napoleon, 
and the enemy's other works in the neighbourhood of Almaraz, on the morning of the 
19th May, 1812. 
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cannon, euch works as the enemy’s forts on both hanks of the Tagus, fully 
garrisoned, and in good order, and defended by 16 pieces of artillery. 

Your Lordship is aware that the road of Almaraz affords the only good 
military communication across the Tagus, and from the Tagus to the Gua- 
diana below Toledo. All the permanent bridges below the bridge of Arzo- 
bispo have been destroyed during the war by one or other of the belligerents, 
and the enemy have found it impossible to repair them. Their bridge, 
which Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill has destroyed, was one of boats; and I doubt 
their having the means of replacing it, or that they will again form such 
an establishment at that point, however important it is to their objects, as 
that of which he has deprived them. 

The communications from the bridges of Arzobispo and Talavera to the 
Guadiana are very difficult, and cannot be deemed military communica- 
tions for a large army. The result then of Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill’s expe- 
dition has been to cut off the shortest and best communication between the 
army of tlie South and the ‘ AntUe de Portugal^ which, under existing cir- 
cumstances, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to re-establish. 

Nearly about tlie same time that the enemy’s troops, reported in my last 
dispatch to have moved into the Condado de Niebla, marched from Seville, 
it is reported that another considerable detachment, under Marshal Soult, 
went towards the blockade of Cadiz; and it was expected that another 
attack was to be made on Tarifa, from which it appears that the enemy 
intended to divert the attention of the allies by a renewal of the bombard- 
ment of Gadiz, which was actually carried into execution on the 16th inst. 

It appears, however, that the enemy received early intelligence of Sir 
R. Hill’s march. The troops under the command of Gen. Drouet made a 
movement to their left, and arrived upon the Guadiana at Medellin on the 
1 7th ; and on the 1 8th a detachment of the cavalry, under the command of 
the same General, drove in as far as Ribera the piquets of Lieut. Gen. Sir 
W. Erskine’s division of cavalry, which had remained in Lower Estrema- 
dura with a part of the 2d division of infantry, and Lieut. Gen. Hamilton’s 
division of infantry. Marshal Soult likewise moved from the blockade of 
Cadiz towards Cordova, and the troops which had marched from Seville 
into the Condado de Niebla returned to Seville nearly about the same time. 

As soon as Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Gralmm was apprised of the movements 
of the enemy in Estremadura, he marched the 1st and 6th divisions, and 
part of Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton’s division of cavalry, into that province ; 
but Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill had attained his object on the 19th, and had 
retired to Truxillo, and was beyond all risk of being attacked by a supe- 
rior force on the 21st, and he has since arrived on the Guadiana at Merida. 

The enemy’s troops have retired into Cordova, and it is stated that 
Marshal Soult’s head quarters have been moved to El Carpio, between 
Cordova and Andujar, and Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham’s troops have re- 
turned to their cantonments. 

Since the accounts have been received of Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill’s 
expedition, the enemy’s troops have likewise been put in motion in Old 
and New Castille. The 1st division, under Gen. Foy, and a division of 
the army of the Centre, under Gen. Darmagnac, crossed the Tagus by the 
bridge of Arzobispo on the 21st, and have moved by the road of Deleytosa, 
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tu relieve or withdraw the post which still remained in the tower of 
Mirahete. The whole of the ^ ArmSe de PcriugaV have likewise made a 
movement to their left, the 2d division being on the Tagus ; and Marshal 
Marmont’s head quarters have been removed from Salamanca to Fon- 
tiveros. 

By a letter from Sir H. Douglas of the 24th, I learn that the troops 
under Gen. Bonet, after having made two plundering excursions towards 
the frontiers of Galicia, had again entered the Asturias, and were on the 
17th in possession of Oviedo, Gijon, and Grado. In the mean time the 
troops under Gen. Mendizabal are in possession of the town of Burgos, the 
enemy still keeping the castle ; and in all parts of the country the boldness 
and activity of the chiefs of guerrillas are increasing, and their operations 
against tlie enemy are becoming daily more important. 

The measures for moving up the magazines of the army are still in 
progress. 

1 forward this dispatch by Major Currie,* aide de camp to Lieut Gen. 
Sir R. Hill, whom 1 beg leave to recommend to your Lordship’s notice 
and protection. 

To H. R. H. the Commander in Chief. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th May, 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose to your Royal Highness the copy of my 
dispatch of this day^s date, and of its enclosures to the Sec. of State ; and 
the copy of a letter from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, in which he desires me 
to recommend to your Royal Highness’ notice the officers who have dis- 
tinguished themselves on the expedition to which his dispatch relates. I 
likewise enclose a sketch of tlie ground near the Tagus at Almaraz. 

Tu the Earl of Liveipool. Fuente Guinaldo^ 28th May, 1812. 

You will be as well pleased as 1 am with Gen. Hill’s success, which 
certainly would have been still more satisfactory if he had taken the 
garrison of Mirabete, which he would have done if Gen. Chowne hud got 
on a little better in the night of the 16tb, and if Sir W. Erskine had not 
alarmed him, by informing him that Soult’s whole army were in move- 
ment, and in Estremadura. Sir Rowland, therefore, according to his in- 
structions came back on the 2l8t, whereas, if he had stayed a day or two, 
he would have brought his heavy howitzers to bear on the castle, and he 
could either have stormed it under their fire, or the garrison would have 
surrendered. 

But notwithstanding all that has passed I cannot prevail upon the 
General officers to feel a little confidence in their situation. They take 
alarm at the least movement of the enemy, and then spread the alarm and 
interrupt every thing ; and tlie extraordinary circumstance is that if they 
are not in command they are stout as any private soldiers in the army. 

Your Lordship will observe that I have marked some paragraphs in 
Hill’s report not to be published. My opinion is that the enemy must 
evacuate the tower of Mirabete; and indeed it is useless to keep that 
pobt, unless they l^ve another bridge, which I doubt. But if they see 
tliat we entertain a formidable opinion of the strength of Mirabete, they 
* Afterwards killed at Waterloo. 
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ivill keep their garrison there, which might be inconvenient to us here- 
afiter, if we should wish to establish there our own bridge. 

I enclose a Madrid Gazette^ in which you will see a curious descrip- 
tion of the state of King Joseph’s authority, and his affairs in general, 
from the most authentic sources, 

P.S. I enclose the last morning state. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fucnte Guinaldo, 29th May, 1813. 

1 have received your letter of the 25tb, and with every desire to oblige 
Don £. Bardaxi, I am very sorry that 1 cannot comply with his request. 

The magazines of the army in Elvas and Ba^joz are required to 
enable the army not only to carry on their operations, but to remain in 
Estremadura at all. If these magazines were given over to the garrison 
of Badajoz, the place would fall for want of the necessary support. 

There is but one remedy for the inconvenience felt, and that is, for the 
Marques de Monsalud to oblige the towns in Estremadura to send thefr 
means of transport to Alcaccr do Sal, to remove to Badajoz the provisions 
which Don E. Bardaxi is desirous of sending to that place. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fueiite Guiualdo, 3Qth May, 1812, 9 a.ii. 

I enclose two newspapers received yesterday from Sir H. Douglas, con- 
taining accounts of Mr. Perceval’s death, and of proceedings in Parlia- 
ment on that event. I beg you to send them on to my brother, when 
you shall have read them. If you send them to Sehor de los Barcenas, 
at Badajoz, he will forward them by the Spanish post to Cadiz. There 
is nothing new here. 

1 enclose a paper from Salamanca. 


To Major Gen. H. Clinton. Fuente Guinaldo, 30tb May, 1812. 

1 have perused Major Gen. Hulse’s confidential reports of the state of 
the regiments of his brigade ; and 1 observe in the reports of the Courts 

Martial of the Gist regt., it is stated that there are 5 men, , — 

, , and , whose punishment is ‘ remitted, to depend upon 

their future behaviour.’ This appears to me to be irregular. 

It is impossible that these soldiers can be put on duty in the situation 
of convicted criminals ; and I conclude that the Commanding officer does 
not propose to make their punishment depend upon their behaviour while 
in confinement. These men should have been either punished or par- 
doned ; but as 1 should imagine they have been on duty since they were 
convicted of the crimes with which they were severally charged, tliey 
ought now to be pardoned ; and this irregular practice must be avoided 
in future. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 30th May, 1812. 

1 have received your letter of the 26th, enclosing one of Die 4th from 
Lord Castlereagh, regarding the Portuguese account. 

G. O. Fueote Guinaldo. S9th May, ISIS. 

1. the Commander of the Forces has great pleasure in communicating to the army the 
resolutions of the Houses of Lords and Commons, approving of the conduct of the General 
officers, officers, and troops employed in the siege and storm of Badajoz. 
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I concur with you in thinking that the Portuguese government ought 
to have credit for the money for which Mr. Villiers refused to give them 
credit in 1809. They undoubtedly maintained many more than the sti- 
pulated number of troops, whether Da Costa can furnish the regular 
vouchers or not. 

Mr. Bissctt has the accounts of issues prepared, I believe, to the end 
of the year, with every thing excepting prices, which I have desired him 
to calculate and add to the document, and I hope you will have it in a 
few days. 1 know nothing of the receipts of the Portuguese government 
of articles of military equipment from England, or their prices. There 
will be to be added, a demand from Mr. Murray for supplies delivered 
before 1810, when Mr. Kennedy took charge, which came to me, but 
without prices, and 1 sent it back to have the prices included. 

IBfi tlie Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 30(h May, 1612. 

In transmitting to your Lordship a duplicate of my dispatch (No. 14) 
of the 11th Feb., I beg leave to request that you will be pleased to give 
directions that the scythes for which 1 then made application should be 
sent to Lisbon without loss of time, as otherwise they will arrive too late 
for the object for which they were intended. 

To Lieut. Col. Dickson, R.A. Ftieute Guinaldo, 31ai May, 1812, 10 a.k. 

I received last night your letter of the 28th. We must have in this 
part of the country immediately the 6 howitzers, and as many spherical 
case (principally) as you can carry ; and after the spherical case as many 
common shells. I shall have 24 pounder shot and powder ready here, 
and means to move both, which will answer our purpose. 

I want this equipment here now for a particular purpose, and when that 
purpose is accomplished, we must dispose of it somewhere till it can be 
got properly in order to follow the army. You know best how many 
waggons you want, and you will give such directions as you may tliink 
necessary to have them prepared and properly fitted for this equipment ; 
the nearer to the army the better. 

In respect to the draft for your waggons, Sir W. Beresford says that if 
you will write to Gen. Rosa, and point out to him where your waggons 
will be found fitted and prepared, he will send the mules to bring them 
up to you. Let Gen. Rosa know the number of mules you will require. 

The company of British artillery is to remain with you. It is abso- 
lutely necessary that you should cross the Tagus at Alcantara, as soon as 
the bridge there is ready. 

I shall give orders that you may find provisions on this side of the 
Tagus. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Euente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1812. 

My attention has been called in a very particular manner to the 

O. • Fuente Guinaldo. Slat May. ISIS. 

Lieat.|.-— , of the — , having absconded from his billet at Lisbon, is, when found, to 
be placed in close arrest. ^ 
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expenses at Cadiz, to the extravagant amount of which it is absolutely 
necessary to fix some bounds. 

The troops at Cadiz are a part of this army, and the departments at 
Cadiz are branches of the same departments here. They should corre- 
spond constantly with the heads of departments here, and keep the latter 
acquainted with the state of the demands upon them, and of tlieir 
expenses ; but instead of that, 1 was concerned to learn from Mr. Bissett 
this day, that Mr. O’Meara had not obeyed an order which Mr. Bissett 
had recently transmitted to him, to send to the army 3 officers belonging 
to the Commissariat department at Cadiz. 1 beg tliat you will see tliat 
he obeys this order forthwith ; and in future, he is to lay before you 
every order which he shall receive from the Commissary Gen., and I 
request you to see that he obeys them, unless you should have good reason 
to believe that obedience would be inconvenient to the service. 

I beg to have for the month of July, estimates of the expenses at Cadiz, 
Tarifa, and Carthagena, severally, under the following heads : 

Ordinaries. 

Extraordinaries. 


Under the latter head, 1 request 
the following expenses : 
Commissariat salaries. 

Staff paid by the Commissariat. 

Bkt and Forage. 

Provisions. 

Forage. 

Means of Transport. 

Hospitals. 

Works by the Engineers. 


to have distinguished the amount of 

Supplies purchased for the Engi- 
neers. 

Supplies purchased for the troops. 

Expenses not classed under the 
foregoing heads, of which a ge- 
neral enumeration must be re- 
turned, including the sum fur- 
nished monthly ti the ordnance. 


1 request to have likewise an estimate of the quantity of provisions and 
forage which can be purchased by bills upon England at each place ; or 
can be procured by contracts entered into in Great Britain and Ireland. 
I beg that these estimates may be accompanied by returns of the quantities 
of provisions, forage, and military equipments in the Commissariat stores 
at each place, on the 20th June; and by returns of the number of persons 
receiving rations of provisions and forage at each place. 

I request that in future, similar returns, and similar estimates, may be 
made up between the 20th and 30th of each month, for the following 
month; and that it should be stated opposite each head of expense, 
whether it has exceeded, during the current month, the amount estimated 
for the same in the preceding month. 1 beg also to know, to what period 
the troops and staff are paid. 

1 earnestly entreat your attention to keep down the expenses at Cadiz, 
Tarifa, and Carthagena, as far as may be in your power. 


To Major Gten. Cooke. Fuente Guinaldo, Ist June, 1812. 

I have received your letter of tlie 21st May, upon the state of the 
works at Tarifa ; and as you appear, upon a view of the place, to be of 
opinion that the possession of the town is important to the possession of 
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ttie island, I have no objection to measures, reasonable in amount of 
expense, being adopted to improve the works of the town. At the same 
time, it is necessary that the Spanish government should employ a suf- 
ficient and a proper garrison to secure the place, in addition to the troops 
which may be employed by His Majesty. 

In regard to the payment of the expenses for these works, as I before 
stated, it is no business of yours or mine, and you must refer it to His 
Majesty’s Minister. If you are of opinion that the money is laid out on 
objects not deserving the expense, or that it is not laid out at all for the 
objects for which it is given, you must represent your opinion to His 
Majesty’s Ambassador. 

Not only the British government, but the Spanish government and 
nation, are most materially interested in curtailing every expenditure of 
money in that part of the Peninsula; as every shilling spent there is 
taken from the military chest of this army, and diminishes so much the 
means it would have of rendering service to the cause. 

It is my opinion, from the knowledge I have of the mode in which 
works are generally performed by Spanish officers and soldiers, that no 
money ought to be paid through the former to the latter ; that an English 
officer should be charged with the disbursement of the money, even when 
given to the Spanish government as loans for the purpose of constructing 
certain works ; and that the English officer should be directed to see that 
adequate work was performed, before he gave their day’s payment to any 
soldier or party of soldiers. This is the way in which the soldiers of this 
army are worked ; and the Spanish officers and soldiers could not complain 
of an arrangement founded on a clear principle of natural justice; viz., 
that no man should be paid, excepting he should perform adequate work. 

If the Spanish engineers should propose to perform works of which you 
don’t approve, and should require British assistance for the performance 
of those works, you should likewise make your representation to His 
Majesty’s Ambassador on that subject ; who will, of course, decline to 
give such assistance. 

I beg to recommend that the works of the town of Tarifa may be 
mined in different places, in order to be effectually destroyed in case it 
should be necessary for the garrison to retire to the island. In regard to 
the works carrying on upon the island, the only thing to which I object 
is the expensive mode of executing them. Although I am decidedly of 
opinion, that when works are to be executed, the largest view should be 
taken of their object ; and that every day’s work should be carried on on 
a systematic plan, having some great object in view ; it does not appear 
to me to be necessary that all works should be constructed in an equally 
permanent and expensive manner. 

I acknowledge that I don’t see the use of the casemates and the works 
revetted in masonry on the island of Tarifai 

1st ; The expense of works in earth, although probably in the end the 
largest, is at first^infinitely the smallest ; and works in earth are equally 
good^ if not better for defence, than those revetted in masonry. They 
have, besides, the advantage of being finished at an earlier period ; and I 
have to observe in respect to the works on the island Tarifa, that it is 
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to be hoped that the occasion for them will cease long before tne expense 
of constructing them in earth will be felt by the British goremment 

2dly ; Adverting to the means which the enemy possess, and the pro> 
bability which exists that they will make a formidable attadc by 
bombardment on the island of Tarifa, I doubt the necessity of construct- 
ing casemates for the troops. 

Troops are well protected from the effects even of the heaviest fire of 
shells, by what are called blindages ; the expense of which is trifling in 
comparison with that of casemates, and these buildings have the advantage 
of being easily moved from one place to another. 

I beg you to turn your attention to these suggestions ; and to do every 
thing in your power to curtail the expenses at Tarifa, as far as may l^ 
consistent with the necessary defence of the place. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, let June, 1812, 9 r.M. 

1 enclose the description of a spy, to which it may be well to pay 
some attention. 

Thinking it probable from your letter of the 28th, that Foy would 
move off again immediately, 1 did not send you any answer to it, nor to 
the others on tlie same subject. The dispatches are gone, and I hope 
that Currie got down to Lisbon in good health, and that he will have taken 
with him the colors. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Gmham, K.B. Puente Ghiinaldo, let June, 1812, 10 f.m. 

1 enclose a letter from Ruman, containing the last account from Sala- 
manca; from which you will see that Marmont has returned there. 1 
learn from a muleteer, that he did so suddenly, after receiving a courier 
from Joseph. 

1 likewise enclose a letter from my brother, and some enclosures. You 
will see that — was terribly misinformed respecting Soult. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. WelleBley, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, Ist June, 1812. 

I enclose my last dispatch ; and I see from the information in your 
letter of the 23d, that I had been misinformed respecting the movements 

of Soult. Indeed, I must say that — ’s intelligence during the 

whole period of Hill’s absence upon the expedition to the Tagus did us a 
great deal of mischief. 

I intend to attack Marmont, and expect to be able to march next week. 
It is possible that the whole army of the south may be thrown upon Hill 
while I shall be so employed, and Ballesteros should be prepared to' exe- 
cute the old project upon Seville ; and the army of Murcia to move upon 
Andujar and Cordova, if not occupied by Suchet. 

If Soult should attack Tarifa, Hill shall move upon Cordova, &c., and 
do every thing in his power to create a diversion in favor of Gen. Balles- 
teros, unless it should be necessary that he should cover my flank, which 
does not appear probable ; and the army of Murcia should in that case 
likewise get on upon the Guadalquivir. 

To Bis ExeeHenoy C. Stuart Fuento Guinaldo, 1st June, 1 812. 

I have long had in contemplation the means of obtaining intelligence 
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from distant and various parts of the Peninsula, and I had settled a plan 
with that view with our principal corrisspondent at Salamanca, who is cer- 
tainlj the best of the whole class. 

In searching for correspondents at Madrid, he has fallen in with the 
persons with whom you correspond in that city, and 1 enclose an extract 
of his letter regarding them. I rather believe it would be the best mode, 
as it certainly would the cheapest, to confine their correspondence to one 
channel ; and I shall be oblig^ to you if you will let me know whether 
I shall tell them so through my Salamanca friend, and direct them to send 
their letters through him in future. I beg of you also to enable me to 
give an answer respecting the missing messenger adverted to, and the 
letter. 

If you should determine that this correspondence shall come in future 

by Salamanca, there is no occasion to say any thing on the subject to , 

who was only a receiver of the letters. 


To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, Ist June, IS 12. 

I received your letter of the 28th. I have no objection to Mr. Bur* 
ford’s making a panorama of Badajoz, and 1 enclose a letter to Lieut. 
Col. Sir R. Fletcher, who is there repairing the works, to request him to 
give him every information and assistance. He had better go there as 
soon as he can. 

I have ordered the Commissary Gen. to give the Portuguese govern* 
ment 150,000 dollars in June, notwithstanding our own distresses, and the 
urgency of demands for money ; but 1 hope they will pay this money to 
the troops with the army. 

P.S. Fill up the blank in my letter to Sir R. Fletcher, with the name 
of the gentleman ; as in your letter you call him Burford^ and in Mr. 
Hamilton’s he is called Barker, 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1612. 

I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter which I have received 
from the Consul General, Mr. Duff, at Cadiz, to which I request to call 
your Lordship’s attention, in which you will see described the difficulties 
in our way in raising money for this army, in consequence of the extrava- 
gant rate of exchange in the Mediterranean and Gibraltar. 

To the Fail of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, Ist June, 1612. 

I enclose a letter from Sir W. Beresford and its enclosure, being one 
from the office of Military Accounts to the Paymaster of the 1st batt. 
— foot, directing that ‘ the pay of officers belonging to the British army, 
permitted to serve in the Portuguese army, is to be issued to them under 
a similar restriction to that which has been prescribed in the case of officers 
holding more than one military appointment under the British govern- 
ment ;’ and as som^ of these officers receive their pay from the Treasurer 
of tlie ‘ Aids,* under warrants from Marshal Sir W, Beresford, I request 
to kiiow whether it is the intention of government that this regulation 
should be enforced, and from what period. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool. FuenteGainaldo, lit June, 1812. 

1x1 consequence of a demand made hj the Spanish government, in the 
month of January last, for assistance to enable them to work the foundries 
on the Isla de Leon, for the supply of guns and shot for the works on the 
Isla and at Cadiz, I directed that certain returns should be made out, in 
order to enable His Majesty’s government to judge of the expediency of 
defraying the expense of these foundries, or of supplying from England 
the articles expected to be supplied by them ; and 1 now enclose the 
returns received, in which your Lordship will see an account of the 
demand of ordnance and shot for Cadiz and the Isla only, and the expense 
to be incurred in supplying that demand from the foundries at Cadiz, and 
the time which will elapse before it is supplied. Your Lordship will 
observe that the estimate does not include the expense of iron, which 
must sooner or later be incurred, as the supplies of old iron in the stores 
cannot be inexhaustible ; and no estimate is formed of the expense which 
must be incurred to supply the other demands for the Spanish service, 
besides those for the works on the Isla and at Cadiz. 

Upon this paper, however, your Lordship may be able to form a judg 
ment of tlic expediency of defraying the expense of keeping up the 
foundries, or of sending the articles provided by them from England, as a 
mere question of expense. In this view, however, it may not be proper 
to decide it by referring solely to the account of sums to be expended in 
supplying tlie articles from England, or in manufacturing them at Cadiz, 
as I beg leave to remind your Lordship that every shilling spent at Cadiz 
deprives the military chest of tliis army of so much, which, if it were 
here, would render it more efficient. It may likewise be an object to 
encourage the iron manufacturers in England, by giving them the supply 
of this deinaiid. 

On the other hand, it must be recollected that if tlic workmen at the 
Spanish foundry are not employed on the Isla, they wib frd their way to 
the French arsenals on the opposite coast, and at Seville. But os, from 
the mode of recruiting the French armies, they are never in want of work- 
men in any trade, or of any description, I don’t believe we should supply 
them witli means which they don’t already possess, if all the workmen in 
the Spanish foundries were sent over to them. 

I certainly think that some measures ought to be taken to supply the 
Spanish government with the quantity of ordnance, shot, and shells, stated 
by Lieut. Col. Duncan ; but, adverting to the nature and extent of the 
works at Cadiz and the Isla, and to tlie improbability that an army can be 
brought against those works, under existing circumstances, capable of car- 
rying on an attack upon them which can at all be deemed general, I con- 
sider his calculation of the quantity of shot required for the works to be 
extravagant. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Fuente Guiiialdo, 2d June, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 24th, in regard to the letter to be 
written to the guerrilla chiefs, with the swords and pistols to be presented 
to them in my name. 

1 have found that the shortest and most simple mode of expression is the 

VOL. V. 2 Y 
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most agreeable to the Spaniards, and has most effect ; and it appears that, 
particularly since the assembly of the Cortes, they have felt that they were 
to look for their happiness in the independence of their country, rather than 
in the internal institutions. If, therefore, the letter is to be written to 
them in my name, I request that they may be informed that I obey with 
great satisfaction the commands of H.R.H. the Prince Regent, in trans- 
mitting to them these presents, as a small mark of the estimation in which 
their conduct is held by His Royal Highness, and by His Majesty’s sub- 
jects in general ; in having, notwithstanding the reverses of all the regular 
armies in Spain, the misfortunes of the country, and in the face of diffi- 
culties of all descriptions, continued to maintain successfully the contest 
against the enemy. That I, having been employed by His Majesty in the 
Peninsula since the commencement of the contest for the independence of 
the nations inhabiting this part of the world, have been fully aware of the 
difficulties of their situation, and of the benefit which the cause has derived 
from their constant perseverance and valor ; and that I trust that the ap- 
plause which their conduct has gained, of which what is now sent them is 
a small token, the consciousness that they have done their duty, and the 
hopes which there are now good grounds for entertaining, that their labors 
and exertions will be crowned by the attainment of their object, the inde- 
pendence and the happiness of their country, will be their inducement for 
continuing, and, if possible, increasing their exertions. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir R. Fletcher, Bart., R.E. Fuente Guinaldo, 2d June, 1812. 

I received your letter of tlie 27th, respecting letting the water of the 
Guadiana into the ditch of Badajoz. It is obvious that we can do nothing 
effectual till the period at which the river will probably rise, and it may 
be as well to leave tlic work alone till other matters shall be finished. 

I should wish to know from you whether the Spaniards have yet placed 
a garrison in Badajoz, and whether the Spanish soldiers perform any work. 

1 am anxious to have our bridge so arranged that wc can make use of it 
if I should want it ; and wishing it to consist of 36 pontoons, I have desired 
Mr. Bissett to have bullocks at Abrantes, to draw up the 6 pontoons whicli 
are there, to S. Vicente, where the others are. 

I should wish the whole then to he kept collected at S. Vicente, com- 
plete in all its parts, with the bullocks attached to it, and tlie seamen 
ready to start at a short notice to wherever it may be ordered. 

I beg you to order up the 6 pontoons to S. Vicente as soon as the bul- 
locks v/ill be ready to draw them ; and that you will communicate with the 
officer in charge of the boats respecting their being complete in equip- 
ments of all descriptions, and let me know whether they will require any 
additional seamen. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 2d June, 1812. 

In consequence of your letter informing me that you intended to allow 
me to dispose of j^200,000 sterling of ^the money applicable to the service 
of Spain, and having taken into consideration the distressed situation of 
the troops in the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, and of the division under 
*the command of Don Carlos de Espaua, I determined to make an advance 
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of a part of their pay to those troops, out of the sum above mentioned'; 
and liaviiig called for a return of their effective numbers, and of the pay 
of each rank, 1 gave Don Carlos dc Espaila a warrant upon tlie Commissary 
Gen. for the sum of 12,675 dollars, 19 reales^ and 32 maravedis. 1 en- 
close copios of 2 letters which I wrote to Don Carlos de Espoiia upon this 
occasion, containing the conditions on which I should continue to make 
these payments, and the copy of his answer. I propose to carry this sum 
of 1 2,675 dollars to account against the sum of 158,000 dollars which your 
Excellency has sent to Lisbon to be at my disposal for the service of the 
Spanish government. 

No call has yet been made upon me for assistance for the troops in Es- 
tremadura; and if none should be made, the sum wliich you have sent will 
last for those in this quarter for 5 months. 

To Lieut Gien. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Ghiinaldo, 3d June, 1812, 0 A.if. 

1 enclose the only intelligence which 1 have received. 

Foy has returned towards Arzobispo ; but I don’t know whether he has 
crossed the Tagus, or what his subsequent movement will be ; nor have 1 
heard yet that the 2d division has returned into Castille. 

Bonet is certainly gone into the Asturias, so that Marmont’s force is a 
good deal dispersed ; and 1 tliink it probable he will not risk an action, but 
will fall back towards Burgos, by Sahagun, &c., keeping his communica- 
tion with Bonet. This appears to be the line chalked out for him by his 
instructions from Paris. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d June, 1612. 

I have received your letter of the 29th May, enclosing one of the same 
date from Capt. Gillard, of the Sahrimt. 

The sum of 1 58,000 dollars, which Capt. Gillard brought from Cadiz to 
be disposed of by me, which Mr. Pipoii received, is Hi? Majesty’s money, 
and assigned to me by llis Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz to be employed 
in a particular manner. 

Mr. Pipon ought to have given Capt. Gillai'd the usual certificate, to 
enable him to receive in England the freight usually paid on the transport 
of the King’s money ; and I have given directions that he may rectify this 
error, and give Capt. Gillard a certificate that he has received from on 
board the Sabrina the sum of 158,000 dollars. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fueute Guinuldo, 3d June, 1812. 

The troops are iu march towards this part of the country, and 1 hope 
to have them collected on the Agueda by the 8th or 9th. The magazines 
in Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo are tolerably well supplied. 

Marshal Marmont has again moved his head quarters to Salamanca, 
and the troops which had marched from thence when he moved his head 
quarters to Fontiveros, have returned. The troops, which 1 reported in 
my letter of the 28th had moved from the bridge of Arzobispo, by the 
road of Deleytosa, arrived at Truzillo on the 26th, but they retired again 
on the 28th, by the road by which they advanced. 1 have not heard of 
their having moved from Arzobispo, nor that the 2d division had moyed 

2 Y 2 
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from Talavera. I find that I was misinformed respecting the movements 
of Marshal Soult, as reported in my last dispatch. He was still at the 
blockade of Cadiz on the 25th. 

The troops in the Condado de Niebla had been moved to Seville, how- 
ever, as therein stated. And I believe the officers attached to the head 
quarters of the army of the South are removed from Seville to El Carpio, 
and part of the Marshal’s baggage. Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill has taken 
the position south of the Guadiana, which he occupied previous to his 
march upon the bridge of Almaraz. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Ouinaldo, 3d June, 1812. 

In the list of officers whom I considered to be entitled to the medal for 
the assault and capture of Ciudad Rodrigo, which I transmitted to your 
Lordship on the ISth ult., I included Capt. Mitchell of the 95th regt., 
under the supposition that he had the distinct command of the detachment 
of the 2d batt. of that corps ; but as 1 have since understood that the 2 
companies of which he had charge were attached to, and acting imme- 
diately under the orders of Major Cameron, commanding the Ist batt., 1 
beg to acquaint your Lordship that I don’t consider Capt. Mitchell to be 
entitled to the distinction of a medal on this occasion, and therefore re- 
commend that his name should be erased from the list. 

To the Earl of Livcqiool. Fuente Giiinaldo, 3d June, 1812. 

1 have the honor to enclose a list of officers entitled to the distinction 
of a medal for the siege and capture of Badajoz ; and a return of the 
officers of the Adj. and Q. M. G.’s department who (with the exception of 
Lieut. Col. De Lancey, the D. Q. M. G.) were serving as Assistants in 
those departments, and attached to divisions in the battles of Roli^a and 
Vimeiro, Talavera, and Busaco. 

To tlie Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d June, 1812. 

I am very sorry to have to inform you that Dr. M‘Grigor has told me 
that he has great reason to ap})rehend that Sir T. Graham will, in a short 
time, be obliged to quit the army. He has a disorder in his eyes, one of 
which it is most probable he will lose ; and the sight of the other, if he 
should retain it, will be very defective. I have not seen Sir T. Graham 
since I left Estremadura in April, when he was in very good health ; and 
he has not mentioned to me the disorder in his eyes. But I have heard 
of it from others ; and Dr. M‘Grigor has his information from the me- 
dical gentleman who attends him. 

I mention the circumstance to your Lordship, in case you should think 
it proper to make provision for the event of any accident happening to 
prevent me from continuing to hold the command. The officer next to 
me after Sir T. Graham is Sir S. Cotton, and after Sir Stapleton, Sir R. 
Hill, and next to him Sir W. Beresford. As far as I am concerned, I 
certainly should prefer that no officer ^should be sent out. There are few 
officers who understand the situation of the officer second in command 
of these armies. Unless he should be posted to command a division of 
cavalry or infantry, and perform that duty, he has really, ^on ordinary 
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occasions, nothing to do ; and at the same time that his opinion relieves 
me but little from responsibility, and that after all I must act according 
to my own judgment in case of a diflFerence of opinion : there are but 
few officers who should be sent from England as second in command, 
who would not come here with opinions formed, probably on very bad 
grounds, and with very extravagant pretensions. To this add, that when 
necessary to detach a body of troops in any situation, but few would be 
satisfied to remain with the detachment, unless indeed it should consist of 
nearly the whole army. If, therefore, Sir T. Graham should be obliged 
to go home, 1 am not desirous of liaving any body sent to fill his situation, 
as far as I am concerned. 

Sir S. Cotton commands the cavalry very well ; and I am convinced 
that we shall go on better if nobody is sent to replace Sir T. Graliam. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuetite Guinaldo, 4fii June, 1812. 

1 enclose a letter just received from Pereira, from which it appears 
that Foy, as well as Clausel, are marching into Castille. 

I have ordered a day’s halt for the troops, as Sir Stapleton did not re- 
ceive the orders in time, and did not march till the day after we expected 
he would. 1 have a letter from Col. Dickson, of the 1st .Tune, and he 
liad received the instructions which I sent him the day I found that you 
had moved the 6th division hack to their old cantonments. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 5th June, 1812, 9 a.m. 

I enclose a letter received last night from Pereira, confirming the re- 
port of the movement of the Ist and 2d divisions into Castille. You 
will see likewise that it is probable Uiat Mirabete is evacuated and de- 
stroyed. 1 likewise enclose a letter from Salamanca, and one containing 
reports of the slate of things on the Tormes. I likewice enclose a letter 
from my brother, with some very interesting interccptivl 'oLters. 

I have a letter from the Governor of Gibraltar, stating what is most 
extraordinary, viz., that there are only eleven thousand 24 pound sliot at 
Gibraltar ! So that I am much afraid that Lord W. Ben tin ck will be 
disappointed in his expectations of being supplied from thence. I ex- 
pected to have fitted liim out with not less than forty 24 pounders from 
thence, for which I have sent some of the guns and all the carriages. 
But every day’s experience convinces me that our military machine is 
very ill arranged, and that there is no depending upon it for any thing. 
Who would believe that in the great fortress of Gibraltar, which is be- 
sides a naval arsenal, from which the ships of war receive supplies of 
shot, there are only eleven thousand 24 pound shot ? I dare say I shall 
find the stores equally deficient in powder. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Fuente Guinaldo, 5th Juno, 1812. 

I beg that, on the receipt of this letter, you will apply to the Admiral 
for a vessel to take to Gibraltar 20,000 English 24 pound shot, which 
you will have put on board of her. These shot are to be placed at the 
disposal of the Governor of Gibraltar, to fit out an equipment of ordnance,* 
respecting which 1 have addressed liis Excellency. You will be so kind 
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as to allow no time to be lost in the execution of this order ; and yon 
will apprise the Governor of Gibraltar of the receipt of it, and of the 
progress of embarking the shot by every opportunity. 

To Lieut. Gen. Campbell, Gibraltar. Fuente Guinaldo, Mb June^ 1813. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 22d May. 

In consequence of the Sec. of State having apprised me that it was the 
intention of His Majesty’s government that a force under the command of 
Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck should be employed on the Eastern coast 
of the Peninsula during the summer, I considered it my duty to do every 
thing in iny power to forward the objects of government. Accordingly, 
I sent to Gibraltar the different equipments and troops referred to in my 
letters to your Excellency of the 19tli April, the 10th, 11th, and 27th 
May, of the last of which 1 have already sent a duplicate ; and I now 
enclose duplicates of those of the 10th and 11th, lest they should not 
have reached your Excellency when you shall have received this letter. 
I likewise enclose the extract of a letter which I wrote to Lord Mul grave 
on the 15th April, which will show you that the Master General and 
Board of Ordnance will expect that the means in possession of the ord- 
nance in the garrison of Gibraltar shall be employed in carrying into 
execution the intentions of His Majesty’s government in respect to the 
expedition under the command of Lord W. Bentinck, as far as they 
will go. 

After having communicated this information and those papers in one 
view to your Excellency, you and the officers of the ordnance in the 
garrison of Gibraltar must be the best judges whether any proportion, or 
what proportion, of the 24 pound shot in the garrison of Gibraltar ought 
to be embarked with a view to carry into effect the intentions of His 
Majesty’s government. 

The total demand of round shot for the thirty nine 24 pounders is 
31,200, at 800 rounds for each gun ; and the troops at Cadiz being under 
my command, and 1 being responsible for the safety of that place, I have 
ordered that twenty thousand 24 pound round shot may be sent to Gib- 
raltar immediately, to be at your Excellency’s disposal for the purposes 
of tills equipment. 

1 propose, besides, to send from this country 5000 more, notwithstand- 
ing that the late services here have exhausted the stores of all the garrisons 
in this part of the Peninsula, and that it is not impossible that they may 
have occasion for the use of them. There will still, however, be a 
deficiency which it is advisable should be provided from ihe stores of 
Gibraltar. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Fuente Guinaldo, 6th June, 1812. 

It is desirable that transports to convey the number of troops stated in 
my letter of the 15th April, should be sent to the eastern coast of the 
Peninsula for the object stated in that letter, as soon as it may be con- 
venient. 

1 enclose a letter for His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz, who will let 
liKf'officer in command of this fleet of transports know for what number 
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of troops he is to station transports at Alicante and in Majorca respcct- 
iyelj, or whether he is to send the whole to one place. 1 am obliged to 
refer to His Majesty’s Ambassador on this subject, as the Spanish govern- 
ment had not decided, according to the last accounts on this subject, 
whether any troops were to proceed from Alicante, or how many from 
Majorca. 

Sir H. Wellesley will likewise have orders prepared for the officers 
commanding at those places respectively, to embark the troops when 
Lord W, Bentinck shall send for them. 

1 send him a duplicate of the enclosed letter, and request that the 
orders may be ready to be sent oiF as soon as the fleet of transports shall 
appear in the offing. 

In regard to the sailing of these transports from the places at which 
they will take on board the troops, and their destination when they sail, 
that must depend upon Vice Adm. Sir E. Pellew, and Lieut. Gen. Lord 
W. Bentinck ; and 1 request you will give directions to the officer who 
may command this fleet of transports, or any division of them, to proceed 
to the ulterior destination, when the Spanish troops are on board, accord- 
ing to the orders which he will receive from Adm. Sir E. Pellew, or 
Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck. It is desirable that the tonnage should 
be calculated at one ton and a half for each man, as it is probable that 
the numbers will exceed 6000 men. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir R. Flctchei, Dait., R.E. Fuente Guinaldo, 5th June, 1812, 0 p.k. 

1 have received your letter of the 2d inst. It is very necessary that 
we should be quite certain of finishing every thing we have in hand, or 
have recommended to tlie Marques de Monsalud, at Badajoz, before you 
come away; but after requo.sting you would attend to this opinion in 
fixing the period for your departure, I have no objection to leaving it to 
vourself. You will go on with the works already di^’ec'ted by me at our 
expense, till the Marques de Monsalud shall supply you with money. If 
he should supply you with money, you will then point out to him the 
state of the works, and the expense remaining to be incurred to complete 
each ; and those estimated for under the heads Nos. 6, 7, and 10, in the 
estimate forwarded in your letter of the 17th May, If he should supply 
you with money for the whole, you will begin Nos 6, 7, and 10. Next 
to tliat work, I conceive that a wet ditch to be brought as far as is prac- 
ticable is the most important work to be executed. Next to that the 
completion of any one of the ravelins that you may prefer. If the 
Marques de Monsalud should give money only to complete the works 
estimated for in Nos. 6, 7, and 10, 1 have no objection to continue those 
ordered by me at our expense. 

1 beg you will let me know whether the Spaniards have any and what 
troops in the garrison, as I want to get the Portuguese troops away. 

To die Rl. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B,, Fuente Guinaldo, 5th June, 1813. 

I enclose the duplicate of a letter which I addressed you this day, the 
original of which you will receive from an officer of the navy ; and the 
copy of a letter which I have written to Adm. Berkeley. 
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I beg that you will endeavor to have the orders referred to in the 
enclosed letters prepared to be sent off to the fleet, when it shall appear in 
the offing of Cadiz. 

To the Rt Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Gumaldo, 0th Jone^ 1812. 

The officer who will deliver this letter is the commanding officer of a 
fleet of transports, proceeding to the Eastern coast of the Peninsula, with 
a view to take in Spanish troops at Alicante and Majorca, for the proposed 
service under the command of Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck. 

I request you to let this officer know whether any and how many troops 
will embark at Alicante, and how many at Majorca, in order that he may 
distribute the transports under his charge accordingly. I request, like- 
wise, that you will give him the orders, or duplicates to the officers 
commanding at these stations, to embark the troops destined for this 
expedition, when Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck shall send to him ; and 
to sail in these transports to the destination pointed out by his Lordship, 
or by Adm. Sir E. Pellew, for the rendezvous of the fleet and army. 

The transports are calculated for 6000 men, one ton and a half for 
each man ; and they will hold with convenience 9000 men for a short 
voyage. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 5th June, 1812. 

I received your letter of the 1st inst., and I am happy to find that you 
are satisfied that the government are disposed to reform the abuses of the 
Custom House. I am quite convinced that the revenue of the Customs 
on imports and exports of Lisbon and Oporto, if honestly collected and 
accounted for, would alone nearly cover the deficit. The export of wines 
from Oporto is enormous : just call for an account of the duties paid in 
the year 1811. 

I expect an account of the real value of exports to Portugal from Great 
Britain and Ireland, under the different heads, in the year 1811, which 
will serve to show what the revenue of the crown of Portugal ought to 
have been last year, for customs on British produce only. 

I have no doubt of the interest which different individuals take in the 
continuance of the abuses, nor of their efforts to prevent all reform. The 
person who mentioned to Sir W. Beresford that the man employed to 
superintend the Customs, and to detect and suggest the reformation of 

abuses, owed his appointment to a job, was — . The report never 

reached me in any manner, excepting through Sir W. Beresford, and — • 
was his authority. But I have generally found ’s infor- 
mation erroneous on all subjects. 

I differ entirely from Senhor Nogueira in regard to the collection of 
the income tax. 600 contos^ or even double that sum, will be far from 
the truth of the profits of the mercantile class in Lisbon and Oporto 
alone ; and 1 shall never be satisfied with (he collection of that tax till it 
be collected in the way it is on us in England. Why is the rich mer- 
chant in Portugal^ the only class in the Kingdom which has gained, and 
gained immensely, by the war, to be the class exempted from bearing its 
burthens? Because the government are not equal to their situation; 
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because they dare not meet the unpopularity of forcing people to pay 
what they ought. 

Let the following experiment be tried in Lisbon and Oporto, and I 
shall be satisfied ; and 1 will bear all the odium of the measure, and all 
the blame if it should not be successful, provided it is sincerely carried 
into execution. 

Both cities are divided into barrios. Let there be a collector of direct 
taxes appointed for each barrios. Let each individual, of every descrip- 
tion, make the following return to the collector of the barrios, 

1st ; A return, specifying the yearly value of his house, stating whether 
it is let on rent to one or several persons, the rent received for it in the 
year, and whether he lives in it himself. 

2dly ; A return of the number of servants, horses, dogs, carriages, &c., 
which he keeps. 

3dly ; A return of his income, specifying whether arising from rent of 
landed property, from commonderias^ from pensions, from interest of 
money paid by government, from profits or salary of office, from profes- 
sional fees and emoluments, such as lawyers, physicians, judges, players, 
&c. &c., from the profits of commercial speculations of all descriptions, 
from interest of money lent to individuals, from annuities received from 
individuals, &c. &c. 

Upon these returns, let the collectors of the direct taxes in the barrios 
calculate the amount of the taxes to be paid by each individual in the 
barrios^ and demand payment of the same. 

Let a return be printed and published of what each individual has 
made as his return to the collector of the barrios. This may be done in 
one line for each individual, and one sheet for the whole barrios. Thus, 



Then let all persons understand that if they make a false return on any 
head, they are liable to pay treble the amount of what they really ought 
to pay on that head. If the collector of the barrios should receive private 
information that the return of any person in the barrios is incorrect, he 
should have authority to call together two persons of the barrios^ who, 
with him, should be empowered to examine books, &c., and the individual 
himself, and to adopt all means to discover the truth. On the other hand, 
if any individual of the barrios should conceive that the collector has 
overcharged him, he should have a right to demand an investigation, and 
the collector should be obliged to call two persons to hear, and with him 
determine upon the representation. 

Let this question be first tried in Lisbon and Oporto, and if it does not 












m SPAIN. 

succeed, if reallj carried into execution, and if tbe government there will 
not have an opportunity of diminishing some of the taxes, I will bear all 
the blame. 

I don’t advert in this system to the Tergo Ecclesiastico^ which is made 
a particular regie applicable to the whole diocese, and which had better 
be continued. 

to Lieut, CoL Hinde, 32rf regt,, 6th dimtion. 5th June, 1812. 

Majoi Gen. Clinton having reported the apparent neglect of duty of Lieut. 

, — rest., in charge of the convalescents at Niza, on the General’s late 

inspection of that dep6t, 1 am to convey to you his Excellency the Commander of 
the Forces’ pleasure that, in the event of a vacancy occurring, that officer may be 
passed over and the next in seniority recommended for promotion. 

You will be pleased to send an officer to the Castello Branco depdt to relieve 
Lieut. , who will forthwith join his regiment. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fueiite Guinald(^ Ctli June, 1812, 9 

I received last night your letter of the 3d, 2 p.m. 

As Foy and Clauscl have certainly moved towards Castille, I did not 
think it probable that Soult would move against you ; liowever, I con- 
clude that the enemy imagine that we have weakened you to a greater 
degree than wc have done. Including Drouet, 1 don’t think that Soult 
can assemble 25,000 men in Estremadura, unless he should abandon 
entirely the blockade of Cadiz, and leave Seville, and all the open country, 
at the mercy of Ballesteros, at Uie moment at which it is important to h^ 
to secure the harvest. 

Reckoning the 5th, l^th, and 22d regts., which are still in Badajoz, I 
conceive that you will have not less than 19,000 British and Portuguese, 
besides the Conde de Penne Villemur and Morillo. It must be observed 
upon this force, liowever, that it is not exactly of the description I should 
wish to see with you, and it must not be depended upon to manoeuvre in 
presence of an enemy on ground which should not give you an advantage. 
It must be placed on a strong position, in which 1 entertain no doubt of 
the result of any general action. The best position in the country, in my 
opinion, particularly as Badajoz is now in some degree repaired, is that of 
Alhuera. Whether the enemy attempt to turn it by the right or by the 
left, there is an easy movement to the right or to the left, and the posi- 
tion continues equally good, and there is always an easy retreat upon 
Badajoz, or upon Jurumenha, or such passage of the Guadiana as it might 
be thought expedient to adopt. It is better at this season than any posi- 
tion on the north side of the Guadiana, because it covers more country, 
and because the enemy cannot, without forcing the position, pretend to 
turn the defences of Portugal, and to enter that Kingdom by tlie passages 
of the Guadiana about Jurumenha, and by the roads of Villa Viqosa and 
Estremoz. I therefore recommend the position of Alhuera to your atten- 
tion in the first instance, in case Soult should move into Estremadura in 
force. If you should determine to occupy the position of Alhuera, you 
should appear to determine to hold the wood and the position in front of 
the wood towards S^* Marta, and throw up a little ground there, in order 
to induce the enemy to believe that you have fortified it ; you will then 
have an opportunity of seeing his whole force in and about S** Marta, and 
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probably of judging on which side he proposes to manoeuvre, and you 
can always retire before him across the Albuera rivulet, the passages of 
which should, however, be well reconnaitred. 

If you should find Soult inclined to manoeuvre by your right, and to 
enter Portugal by the roads above mentioned, you should place Morillo 
in Badajoz, and with the remainder of the troops cross the Guadiana, and 
take a position near Jurumenha. If you should find that he intends to 
manoeuvre by your left, you should move upon Badajoz, and take a posi- 
tion there, or, according to circumstances, take the position of San Chris* 
toval. If you should find Soult advancing, write to the Marques de 
Monsalud to throw into Badajoz all the troops lately arrived from Cadiz, 
and all that he can collect in the province ; and likewise to Gen. Leite at 
Estiemoz, and d(*sirc him to collect the militia again at Elves, and to 
occupy Campo Maior and Ouguela. 

I intended to have in Badajoz a supply of provisions for 5000 men for 
60 days, which 1 intended should be made over to the Commanding officer 
of the garrison, in case the place siiould be invested ; and I had ordered 
that 600,000 rations should be in Elvas, in order to provide for the con- 
tingency, that I might cjirry the operations of tlic campaign to the south- 
ward. Mr. Routh will let you know the progress which has been made 
ill both those objects, and you will consider both magazines entirely at 
your disposal. You will recollect, however, that 1 believe that at present 
there are no other jirovisions in Badajoz, but Elvas is well provided. 
There would not be much liarm done if our magazines at Elvas were 
reduced to 300,000 rations, 

1 have a letter from the Condc de Penne Villemur, of the 30th, in which 
he tells me that he has been ordered to move into the Condado de Niebla, 
and asks my consent. Tell him that I will answer his letter to-morrow, 
but that 1 think that just at present the movement would be very im- 
prudent. 


To Lieut. Qen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 7th June, 1812, 9 a.m. 

1 enclose letters of the 4th and 5th from Salamanca, and one from Avila. 
I have one intercepted letter from Marmont to Jourdan ; which I am en- 
deavoring to decipher. It is obvious, however, from what I see in it, that 
botli Marmont and Jourdan discovered that 1 intended to collect in this 
direction, in consequence of Hill’s early return ; which was certainly occa- 
sioned by Sir W. Erskinc’s false alarm. 


To Lieut. Col. May, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 7th June, 1812^ 10 ^.M. 

I have desired the Commissary Gen. to have delivered over to you at 
Almeida, 20 carts to carry 600 24 pounder shot ; 10 carts to carry 400 
18 pounder shot ; 10 carts to carry 60 barrels of powder, for the equipment 


G. O. Fiionte Guinaldo, 7th June, 1818. 

1. Lieut, and Adj. — — , of the — regt., has quitted his regiment without leave, and is 
supposed to have gone to Lisbon. The officers commanding Uie several military stations 

through which Lieut. may pass on tlie road, os well us Major Gen. Peacocke, ara 

requested to place Jaeut. — in close arrest, and send him to the head quarters of the 

army as soon as they may find him. 
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of Dickson's howitzers ; and 5 carts to carry 30 barrels of powder fof the 
18 pounders ; and 5 spare carts for any thing else you might want. Like- 
wise 80 bullocks to draw 4 iron 18 pounders, at 10 pairs each gun; and 5 
pairs of bullocks to draw a transporting carriage loaded with ladders, which 
I desired Lieut Shanahan, of the Staff corps, to cut and make up at Almeida. 
I shall be obliged to you if you will see the whole of this equipment 
packed and arranged ; and I will speak to Col. Framingham to send an 
officer and conductor over to Almeida to-morrow, to take charge of it. 

I beg you will fix upon the best of the transporting carriages in the fort 
to carry the ladders, and desire the officer of the stafi* to secure them upon 
it. The bullocks and carts will not be at Almeida till the 9th ; but they 
ought to be prepared as soon afterwards as possible. 

Au G£n. Conde de Penne Villcmur. A Fueute Ouitialdo, oe 7 Juin, 1612. 

Je vicns d’avoir I’honneur de recevoir la lettre que votre Excellence m’a 
adresse le 3 Mai, qui aurait du (^tre le 3 Juin. 

Je vais marcher sur I’cnnemi en Castille, et jusqu’iL ce que je puisse 
connaitre les rdsultats de mon mouvement, il est tres important de ne pas 
s’affaiblir en Estremadure. Je suis sur que la Regence n’a pas connu 
IVtat des affaires quand elle vous a ordonntS de partir pour le Condado de 
Niebla ; et comme elle vous a ordonne de consulter mon opinion, jc vous 
pric de n’y pas marcher, mais d’agir de concert avec le Gdndral II ill, et 
d*t*tre prepare k jeter en gamison a Badajoz les troupes du Gdndral Morillo, 
en cas que ce soit ndcessaire. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Gumaldo, 7th June, 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received 
from the Conde de Penne Villemur, informing me that the Spanish govern- 
ment have ordered him into the Condado de Niebla, if I should approve of 
the movement ; and a copy of my answer. 

1 am about to move into Castille, and 1 have calculated upon the Conde 
de Penne Villemur and Gen. Morillo continuing in concert with Lieut. 
Gen. Sir R. Hill, till the result of this operation shall be seen. 

I think it most probable that Soult will move upon Gen. Hill as soon 
as my march is known ; and affairs will be in a bad situation if that General 
should not be in strength. I am the more anxious upon this subject, be- 
cause having this day received a return of the army of the South, of the 
1st April, which has been intercepted, I see, that notwithstanding all the 
reports to the contrary, it consisted then of more than 56,000 effective men ; 
from which deducting the garrison of Badajoz, since made prisoners, it 
must now amount to more than 50,000 effective men. The Polish divi- 
sion which had been sent to France are not included in this return. 

The movements of the enemy may render it necessary for Lieut. Gen. 
Hill to throw a garrison into Badajoz ; and 1 beg to know where that 
garrison is to be found, if it is not for the time composed of the troops 
under Gen. Morillo. 

The Spanish government have lately desired that, in case of a movement 
by Marshal SouJt on Gen. Ballesteros, Gen. Hill should make a movement 
to divert the attention of the enemy from Gen. Ballesteros. 1 have directed 
this movement in the notion that Gen. the Conde de Penne Villemur would 
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co-operate in it. It is surely better that, if it be possible, the allied troops 
in Estremadura should act togetlier in a concentrated body, than that one 
corps of them should be in the Condado do Niebla, and another at Cordova. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 7th June^ 1812, 10 p.m. 

I send you copies of 3 letters in cipher, of which it is very desirable to 
discover the key ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will send them to 
Gen. Navarro, to try what he can do with them. We can make nothing 
of them here. 

I can see, however, that the King and Marmont have discovered that I 
intend to carry on operations on this side ; and the King had already given 
orders to Soult on the 7th May, which he has repeated on the 26th May, 
to take a position with a view to those operations. 1 conclude that the 
object of those orders is to distract my attention from Marmont by an 
attack upon Hill. This, I think, will be made ; but if Morillo and Penne 
Villemur stay with Hill, and there is any garrison for Badajoz besides 
Morillo’s troops. Hill will be in tolerable strength ; and they will all be 
disappointed in their expectations of finding a very weak corps in that part 
of the country. 

1 shall send you an abstract of the return of the army of the South, the 
strength of which has certainly surprised me, though I never reckoned it 
less than from 42,000 to 45,000 men. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 7th June, 1612. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Mr. Dep. Commissary Gen. 
Pipon, pointing out the inconveniences likely to be felt by this array in 
consequence of the excessively disadvantageous rate of exchange at which 
the Commissaries in the Mediterranean negotiate their bills at Gibraltar. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, &tli June, 1812, 9 r.ix. 

1 omitted to tell you in my letter of this morning that 1 had ordered 
one of the Portuguese brigades of artillery in the reserve of the army to 
proceed to join you by the bridge of Alcantara. I shall desire De Lancey 
to send you the route. 

To Dr. M'Grigor, Inspector of Hospitals.* Fuente Guinaldo, 0th June, 1812. 

As 1 propose to send to England your report on the mortality in this 
army, which, however, considering all the circumstances, has not been 
large, and not amounting to 15,000 men, including losses in actions, from 
April, 1809, to Jan. 1812, I wish to draw your attention to a few remarks 
upon your report. 

In respect to the third recommendation, I have to observe that it is 
impossible in any army of tbc size of that under my command to take 
from the men and return them their equipments at every moment when 
it appears convenient. The demands for food for the army amount to 
200,000 lbs. weight daily, which must be brought from the sea, besides 
ammunition, supplies for hospitals, equipments of all descriptions, Ac. Ac. 

* Sir J. M*Grigur, Bart., Director General of the Army Medical Board. 



702 


SPAIN. 


The soldiers, therefore, must keep their blankets during the summer, in 
order to be certain of having them in October. 

In regard to the fourth remark, I have to observe that His Majesty has 
ordered that the soldiers* accounts shall be settled, and the balance on 
them paid on the 24th of every month. The pecuniary distresses of this 
army have prevented obedience to this order, and the pay of the army is 
seldom less than 3 months in arrear ; but no more than one month’s pay 
is ever issued at a time, and the balance due on one month's account only 
can be given at a time. You will likewise see that under the G. O, of 
this army of the 24th Jan. 1810, the balance due on one month’s account 
cannot be paid till two months’ accounts shall be settled. 

You will likewise see in the G. O. that the attention of commanding 
officers of regiments has been frequently called to the expediency of sup- 
plying the soldiers with breakfast; and 1 believe that in every well 
regulated regiment they arc so supplied when the means can be procured. 
Their rations are invariably delivered to the soldiers daily, except on 
marches ; and the army would be incapable of all movement if I were to 
order that the soldiers should carry no provisions. The British soldiers, 
on such an occasion, carry 3 days’ bread ; the Portuguese soldiers, 6 days’ 
bread ; the French soldiers, 1 5 days’ bread. 

The only mode that I know of removing sick to the rear is in spring 
waggons, which are all applied to this service, and in aid of them bullock 
carts. I am aware that the drivers of the spring waggons are very irre- 
gular, and take but little care of tlieir horses ; but this, like many other 
evils in the service, which, altliough equally Uie cause of mortality, you 
have not noticed, and, among others, the irregularities of the soldiers 
themselves, it is impossible for me to remedy, till the Mutiny Law and 
the whole system of the service are altered. 

To Lieut. Gen. SirR. Hill, K.B. Fueiite Giiinaldo, 9th June, 1812, 9 a.bi. 

T enclose an extract from the return of the army of the South,* of the 
1st April, from which you will see that they arc stronger than any body 
thought they were. I always thought them about 45,000. However, I 
think it impossible that they can bring more against you than from 18,000 
to 20,000 infantry, and about 4000 cavalry. 

Sir S. Cotton had ordered the 4th dragoon guards to join Le Marchant’s 
brigade, to relieve the 3d dragoons, not in very good condition; but I 

* Nofe on the return. Tin* tutal of the present fit for duty of the French army of the 
South, on the let April, was 50,980, in which are included artillery, engineers, sappers; 
2d liatt. of Hesse Duimstadt infantry, 910; marines, 1510, &c.&c. The Hesse Darmstadt 
regiment was taken in Badajoz, and artillery, engineers, &c. &c., reducing the fit for duty 
to about 52,000. It will be seen on tlie other side that the reduction of French infantry, 
on the return of the divisions, was only 2738 ; but, besides this French infantry, return^ 
as present on the 1st April, and since taken in Badajoz, there was a detachment of 204 men 
of the 64tli regt., returned detached in the return of the 1st April in Badajoz, which were 
likewise token, but these make no diminution of the present fit for duty in tliis return. 
From what 1 see of Soult's disjiositlun of his troops to relieve Badajoz, and from what 1 
know of the manner in which he was pressed by mllesteros on that occasion, I conceive 
that he cannot bring into Estremadura more than 3 divisions, or half of his infantry, present 
fit for duty, but he may bring more than 4000 cavalry. 

Besides die 56,980 fit for duty, and 4037 detachei^ of which the greatest number is in 
the south, there are 'on the return 4809 sick in hospitals (it is strange there should be so 
fewV414 prisoners, 410 absent on leave; making a total of 68,283 men, and 12,529 horiei 
of all descriptions. 
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have written to Col. Sherlock to halt at Niza till you shall send him 
orders ; and you had better order him to join his brigade by easy marches. 
The regiment is now very strong, and in good order. 

P.S. You will observe that on the day after to-morrow the communi- 
cation between you and me yfill pass by Alcantara, and it will therefore 
be necessary that you should send a person express to Niza to give Col. 
Sherlock his orders. 

To Lieat. Oen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fuente Ouinaldo^ 10th June, 1813^ 9 a.ii. 

I have received your letter of the 6th. 

I consider it most probable that Drouet will retire from Estremadura, 
unless he should be considerably reinforced, so as to give him a force 
equal, or superior to that under your command. You cannot follow him 
out of Estremadura ; and as soon as you get rid of him, you cannot do 
better than canton your troops in the most healthy situations in the 
province, sending the 3 regiments belonging to the garrisons back to 
Badajoz or Elvas ; and look to assembling again on Albuera, if the enemy 
should again enter the province in strength. 

By an intercepted letter from Madrid, 1 see that the King is assembling 
the army of the Centre, which may make some difference in the situation 
of us all. However, you have two positions from which it will not be 
easy to dislodge you, that at Albuera, and that of Engracia ; and I 
feel no anxiety about you. I wish that 1 was as strong in respect to tlie 
enemy as you are. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, lOth June, 1613. 

1 enclose my dispatch. We shall cross the Agueda on the 12th. 

I am almost certain that the enemy will move into Estremadura, upon 
Hill, as soon as it is known that I have moved ; and 1 hope that every 
thing will be done by Ballesteros, the array of Murcia, and the troops at 
Cadiz, to divert the enemy from their intentions upon Hill. 

1 shall send, if possible, by this post, the abstract of the return of the 
enemy’s force in the south. They have still above 50,000 men. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guiualdo, 10th June, 1812. 

The army arc collected upon the Azava, and will pass the Agueda on 
the 12th inst. As 1 find from intercepted letters that King Joseph had, 
on the 7th and 26th May, given orders to Marshal Soult to make a dis- 
position of the troops under his command, in expectation of the move- 
ment which 1 am about to make into Castille, 1 have left Lieut. Gen. Sir 
R. Hill in such strength in Estremadura as will, I hope, enable him to 
keep every thing in tranquillity in that province, and secure our right 
flank. 

All the troops belonging to the * Armee de Portugal ’ are collected in 
Castille, excepting Bonet’s division, which, however, is reported to have 
again evacuated the Asturias, and to Lave arrived at Leon. I have no 
official account of this movement. 

Marshal Marmont’s quarters are at Salamanca; but the enemy have 
destroyed all the bridges on the Tormes, excepting that of Salamanca; 



704 


SPAIN. 


and it is supposed that they propode to evacuate that town, leaving in the 
fortified convents a small garrison. 

Marshal Soult arrived at Seville, from the blockade of Cadiz, on the 
28th May ; and I have not heard of his quitting that town. 

I have not heard of any movement of troyps in the north. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th June, 1812. 

The outrages committed by the British soldiers belonging to this army 
have become so enormous, and they have produced an effect upon the 
minds of the people of the country so injurious to the cause, and likely 
to be so dangerous to the army itself, that 1 request your Lordship’s early 
attention to the subject. 

I am sensible that the best measures to be adopted on this subject are 
those of prevention, and I believe there are few officers who have paid 
more attention to the subject in this view of it than I have done ; and I 
have been so far successful, that few outrages are committed by the 
soldiers who are with their regiments, after the regiments have been a 
short time in this country. But in the extended system on which we are 
acting, small detachments of soldiers must be marched long distances 
through the country, either as escorts, or returning from being escorts to 
prisoners, or coming from hospitals, &c. ; and notwithstanding that none 
of these detachments arc ever allowed to march excepting under the com- 
mand of an officer, or more, in proportion to its size, and tliat every pre- 
caution is taken to provide for the regularity of their subsistence, there is 
no instance of the march of one of these detachments that outrages of every 
description are not committed ; and, T am sorry to say, with impunity. 

The foundation of every system of discipline which has for its abject 
the prevention of crimes, must be the non-commissioned officers of the 
army. But 1 am sorry to say, that notwithstanding the encouragement 
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which I have given to this class, they are still as little to be depended 
upon as the private soldiers themselves ; and they are just as ready to 
commit irregularities and outrages. 1 attribute this circumstance very 
much to the lowness of their pay in comparison with that of the soldiers. 

Within my recollection, tha^pay of the soldiers of the army has been 
increased from 6d, to Is. per diem^ with other advantages; while that of 
the corporals, which was 8^^., has in the same period been raised only to 
Is. *id . ; and that of the serjeants, which was Is., has been raised only 
to Is. 6cf., both with the same advantages as the private soldiers. 

Your Lordship will observe that the old proportions have not been 
preserved ; and the non-commissioned officers of the army not only feel 
no inclination to preserve a distinction between them and the private 
soldiers, but they feel no desire to incur the responsibility, and take the 
trouble, and submit to the privations of their situation (or so trifling a 
difference in their pay, as that of M. in 1a*. *2d. to corporals, and tliat of 
6«f. in Ij. 6rf. to serjeants ; and they are indifferent whether they continue 
non-commissioned officers or not. 

The remedy for this evil is to increase the pay of the corporals and 
serjeants, so as at least to restore the old proportions between non-com- 
missioned officers and soldiers before the first increase of pay to the array 
at the commencement of the last war. This measure becomes j)articularly 
necessary, in consequence of the opinions generally prevalent in respect 
to the punishment of soldiers ; which are certainly so far well founded, 
that it must be admitted by all, that the best mode of insuring regularity 
among soldiers is to prevent the commission of crimes. 

Ihen, not only is it difficult, if not impossible, to ])reserve order in one 
of these detachments upon a march, owing to the badness of the non- 
commissioned officers of the army, but the crimes which the soldiers com- 
mit remain unpunished. 

It is impossible to try these offences while the sohiiers are on their 
march, from the want of a sufficient number of officers to constitute a 
Court; and I refer your Lordship to my letter to the Judge Advocate 
General of the 13th Nov. 1811,* for a detail of the difficulties attending 
the procuring evidence against them when they join the army. I pro- 
posed remedies for this evil which have not been entirely adopted. 

Then if it should be possible to produce evidence of tliese outrages, I 
refer your Lordship to the Judge Advocate General for the opinions of 
the Attorney and Solicitor General, of the nature of the powers given by 
the 4th Article of the 24th Section of the Articles of War, to try offences 
of this description by Courts Martial. It appears that these powers. are 
confined to the infliction of punishments for offences according to the law 
of England, and of course to the exclusion of corporal punishment. 

I beg leave likewise to refer your Lordship to a letter which I wrote 
to the Judge Advocate General on the 13th of March last,* to point out 
the difficulty of the situation in which the members of a General Court 

* The drafts of these, and of otlier papers, of the period between July, 1811, and July, 
1812, were lost by shipwreck. A search has been made fui these two letters in the offices 
of the Judge Advocate General, the War Office, and the Treasury, but without success ; 
although they aie acknowledged to have been received in the answers to them. 

VOL. V. 2 z 
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Martial and 1 should be pkced, in consequence of the opinion of the 
Attorney and Solicitor General ; it being impossible for any Court Mar- 
tial or for me to affix the technical name to any crime committed by a 
soldier ; or to know what was the punishment for that offence under the 
law of England. 

In consequence of this opinion, I have been obliged to send home for 
confirmation the proceedings of every General Court Martial before which 
a soldier has been convicted of one of these crimes ; and to request the 
Judge Advocate General to advise H. R. H. the Prince Regent regarding 
the measures to be taken upon the subject. 

The guard rooms are therefore crowded with prisoners ; and the offences 
of which they have been guilty remain unpunished, to the destruction of 
the discipline of the army, and to the injury of the reputation of the country 
for justice. 

1 have thought it proper to lay these circumstances before your Lord- 
ship. 1 am about to move the army farther forward into Spain ; and I 
assure your Lordship that 1 have not a friend in that country who has not 
written to me in dread of the consequences which must result to the army, 
and to the cause, from a continuance of these disgraceful irregularities, 
which I declare 1 have it not in my power to prevent. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guitialdo, 10th June, 1812. 

When your Lordship apprised me of the design that Lieut. Gen. Lord 
W. Bcntinck should make an attack upon the Eastern coast of the Pen- 
insula, with the troops from Sicily, in the course of the summer, 1 con- 
sidered it to be my duty to aid his Lordship by every means in my power^ 
with troops, if I could spare them from ^e service in this part of the 
Peninsula, with equipments to facilitate the execution of the plans of go- 
vernment, and with ships to transport tlie Spanish troops; with which I 
requested His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz to urge the Spanish govern- 
ment to co-operate with his Lordship. 

Accordingly, I sent in the first instance to Gibraltar the ships named in 
the margin, containing the stores of which I enclose the return, which had 
recently arrived from England, with a battering train, from which I 
ordered that the shot specified in the margin might be landed in Portugal, 
where shot of those calibres was wanted ; and I requested that the Go- 
vernor of Gibraltar would have the shot in the ships replaced by 800 
rounds of round shot, 100 rounds of canister, and 100 rounds of grape 
shot for each gun. 

1 have since sent to Gibraltar, likewise to be at the disposal of Lieut. 
Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, the ships named in the margin ; and I enclose a 
return of the ordnance and stores they contain, including the stores which 
were at Setuval, and those on their march from Elvas to Alcacer do Sal, 
which were embarked in those ships. 

I requested the Governor of Gibraltar, upon that occasion, to have the 
gun carriages put into a state of repair, and that guns should be fitted to 
them ; and with 800 rounds of round shot, 100 rounds of canister, and 
100 rounds of grape, for each gun, with a suitable proportion of powder, 
should be embarked in those ships, and in two others which 1 had requested 
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Adm. Berkeley to send round, the four ships not having been sufficient to 
contain the whole equipment. I enclose the copy of the letter whicli I wrote 
to the Governor of Gibraltar upon this occasion. 

I have not yet heard of the arrival of these ships at Gibraltar ; but I 
have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from 
Lieut. Gen. Campbell, written upon the arrival of the three vessels first men- 
tioned ; from which your Lordship will observe that the garrison of Gib- 
raltar is stated not to have in store more than 11,000 24 pound shot, and 
that the officers of the ordnance in that fortress have refused to allow any 
of it to be embarked at my requisition. I likewise enclose my answer to 
Lieut. Gen. Campbell, from which your Lordship will observe, tliat for 
the purposes of this equipment I have ordered 20,000 24 pound round shot 
from Cadiz to Gibraltar, and 5000 from Lisbon to the same place, not- 
withstanding the wants at both, and I trust that Lieut. Gen. Campbell will 
find it convenient to supply the remainder of the demand. 

1 have likewise sent from this country to Gibraltar 2 companies of 
British, and 2 companies of Portuguese artillery, to remain there in their 
transports at the disposal of Lord W. Bentinck, when lie shall send for 
them; and Lieut. Col. Jones, and 4 subaltern officers of Engineers, and 2 
companies of military artificers, including all the sappers there are with 
this army, with the same intention. 

Eveiy ship and all the troops and equipments for this service have 
sailed from the Tagus ; and 1 trust that your Lordship will approve of 
these arrangements, and will give orders that the 24 pound shot may be 
replaced at Cadiz and Lisbon. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Furnfe Guinaldo, 10th June, 1R12. 

I enclose the abstract of the return of the army of the South, of the 1 st 
April last, from which it appears that it consisted of nearly 57,000 men 
present and fit for duty, including tlie garrison of Badajoz. Estimating 
that garrison at 5000 men of all arms, the army of the South now consists 
of 52,000, of which about 38,000 are infantry, and about 7000 cavalry. 

This army is more numerous and efficient than I imagined it was, and 
much more so than it was ever represented to be ; and the state of it 
affords another ground for adopting the plan of operations for the cam- 
paign which I have preferred. I could not take more than 40,000 men 
into Andalusia, where it appears I should have had another army, the ^Artnve 
de Portugal^ following my march, consisting of at least 30,000 more. 

To the Earl of Liver|KJul. Fuciite Guinaldo, 10th June, 1812. 

I wish to know from your Lordship whether it could be possible £o give 
the medal to the Prince of Orange. He has been in the action at El 
Bodon, and in the sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz ; and although 
he is not exactly in the situation which would entitle him to it, he has the 
rank, and certainly deserves it, and would be highly flattered at obtaining 
it. 1 shall be much obliged to your Lordship if you will let me know if 
it can be given to him. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fuente Guinuldo, 11th June, 1812. 

The army is collected on the Agueda, and I intend to move forward on 

2 z 2 
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the 13tli. I am almost certain, from what I have seen of the intercepted 
letters from Joseph to Soult, and from Marmont to Joseph, that Soult will 
move upon jou with a part at least of his force, notwithstanding that the 
hlarqiies de Monsalud says in a letter which 1 have from him this morn- 
ing, that he believes that Joseph has ordered Soult to approach the Tagus; 
he did not send me the paper on which he founds this notion, and, there- 
fore, 1 am not able to judge of it. 

In my letter of the 6th inst. I pointed out to you what I thought would 
be the enemy’s line of operations, and I recommended certain measures to 
you. There are still two or three objects *to which I wish to draw your 
attention. 

1st ; My bridge of pontoons, which is at San Vicente. I think that for 
the present, the bridge had better be lodged at Elvas, the bullocks, &c., 
being kept in the best situation in the neighbourhood for grazing. I 
request you to give directions accordingly to Lieut. Col. Sir R. Fletcher. 
Hereafter, if I should find, from the course the campaign takes, that it is 
not likely that I shall require that bridge for the communication between 
you and me by Almaraz, wliich will depend very much upon the events of 
the next 15 days, I shall order it down to Abrantes ; as there is no use in 
being loaded with too many concerns. 

2dly ; The bridge at Alcantara. We have repaired this bridge by a 
piece of machinery which can be taken up and laid down at pleasure, but 
it will require 2 days’ notice to lay it down, and as much time to take it 
up. I enclose the copy of the instructions which 1 have given regarding 
this bridge, and you will only send notice if you should want to use it. 

If you should find it necessary on any account to retire into Portugal, 
you will in that case send orders to Lieut. Pery at Alcantara, to lodge 
his bridge, &c., at MarvaS ; and his bullocks, people, &c., had better con- 
tinue their march by Gastello de Vide, Niza, &c., to Abrantes. 

It is very diflScult to manage the defence of the Kingdom of Portugal, 
the wliole country being frontier, I am quite convinced, that if Soult 
moves upon you, he will manoeuvre by your right flank, and will cross 
the Guadiana somewhere about Jurumenha, where he will be at no great 
distance from our magazine, hospital, &c., at Estremoz. We have very 
little, I believe, in magazine at that place, the greater part having been 
removed to Elvas, and it is as well that there should be no great accumu- 
lation at Estremoz, upon which subject I request you to communicate 
with Mr. Routh. I have desired Dr. M‘Grigor to give directions that the 
hospital at Estremoz may be gradually evacuated upon Alter do ChaS and 
Abrantes, leaving in Estremoz only 400 or 500 men, which number can 
always be moved without difficulty. 

By the last account from Brito, I see that there had been some affair 
with Ballesteros on the 1st, near Bonios, and that some troops had been 
moved in that direction ; this may be true, but we must be certain that we 
are the great object of the movement. ^ 

tr. O. Fuente Guinaldo, 1 1th June, ISIS. 

The CoiTiTnander of the Forces desires that a contrachn*, by name Francisco d’ Almeida* 
yf Villa Nova de Foz Coa, who was the ))ersoii who gave the two soliUers of the — regt. the 
lidiior which occasioned tlieir death at Niza, sliall be no longer employed in the anny. 
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You will have received my letter about the 4 th dragoon guards ; the 
remounts for the 2d division of cavalry will soon join, and will make you 
tolerably strong in that arm. There is a Portuguese regiment of cavalry 
in the forts of Elvas, Campo Maior, &c., of which, of course, you will 
make use in the neighbourhood of those places. 

The Marques de Monsalud tells me, that besides the regiment of Doyle 
now in Badajoz, he has 1500 men which he is sending into the place, not 
reckoning a battalion now on its march from Ciudad Rodrigo ; so that 
Badajoz will be very tolerably garrisoned without Morillo’s infantry. It 
ought to have 5000 men, if it is likely to be attacked ; but half the number 
are sufficient if it is not, which is the case we have to provide for. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinalclo, 11th June, 1812. 

1 have received your letter of tlie 8th. When I was in Zealand, 1 

recollect a person by the name of , who wus afterwards taken 

prisoner in a Danish privateer ; and I saw him in London, and I believe 
was of use to him. The particular circumstances I don’t recollect ; but 
this I do recollect, that he was of no service to us in Zealand. Foreigners 
of that description are of no use to me ; and I shall be very much obliged 

to the government if they should not allow Mr. to pass through the 

country to the army. 

Au General < 1 — . A Fuente Guinaldn, ce 12 Juin, 1812. 

J’ai re<;u la lettre de votre Excellence du 8. L’arratfe sous mes ordres 
passera I’Agueda demain matin ct s’avancera sur Salamanca. 

Comme le Roi Joseph conimande toutes les arniees d’Espagne, votre 
Excellence pent 6tre assuree qu’il ne verra pas t?craser le Martfchal Due 
de Raguse, si nous sommes les plus forts, sans faire faire un mouvement 
quclconque en Estremadure par le Marechal Soult. Ji s.iis, par les lettres 
interceptees en chiffre, qu’il a ordonne un mouvement ])ar le Mardchal 
Soult ; mais comme je ne peux pas deviner la clef du chiffre, je ne connais 
pas le mouvement. 

Mais quel que soit le mouvement, il est a desirer que les allies soient en 
force en Estremadure; et que les troupes soient bien en main. Vous 
ferez les mouvemens projetds dans votre lettre du 8, ou non, comme il 
vous plaira ; mais vous devez compter que je serai obligd de changer mes 
dispositions en consequence de la faiblesse qui en sera la suite en Estre- 
madure. 

To the Rt Hon. Sir H. Welleiley, K.B. Fuente Gninaldo, 12th June, 1812. 

1 enclose a copy of a letter of the 8th, which I have received from the 

, and df my answer. It appears that that officer, instead of 

attending to the interesting events likely to occur in this quarter, is de- 
sirous of plundering com and crimping recruits ; and the consequence of 
these advantageous operations will probably be, that Lieut. Gen. Sir R. 
Hill will be too weak to hold his ground in Estremadura, and I shall be 
obliged to evacuate Castille, to go to his assistance. 

I have already sent you my letter of the 7th inst. to the , in 

which 1 have advised him not to lose his communication with Sir R. Hill. 

1 have a report that Gen. Ballesteros was defeated on the Ist June. 1 
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enclose you an extract from the report of the Chief of the Staff of the 
army of the South, regarding Gen. Ballesteros’ operations. You will see 
that he is stopped by any thing like a strong hold, however contemptible ; 
and I beg that you will again recommend to the gdvemment that he should 
be equipped with only 2 or 3 Spanish 16 pounders, to enable him to lay 
open any place of this kind, in which the enemy’s small posts may take 
refuge. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 12th June, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from Dr. M‘G rigor, containing observations on the 
mortality in the 7th regt., and the 40th regt., in the last year. I concur 
with Dr. M‘Grigor in deeming it very desirable that the troops and re- 
cruits destined for this army should be sent out in the winter, before the 
spring equinoctial gales. They should leave England, if possible, with the 
first easterly wind in December. 

The same rule is desirable for the remount horses for the cavalry and 
artillery. They likewise should arrive before the equinoctial gales in 
spring ; and the earlier in the winter the better. It is likewise desirable, 
that whatever transport tonnage there may be, should be allotted for the 
remount horses of the several regiments, in proportion to the number of 
horses belonging to each regiment to be sent out. The horses for all the 
regiments are not yet arrived in Portugal ; and very few have yet joined 
any of the regiments. 

The A.G. to Copt, Kipping^ Coimbra, 12th June, 1812. 

It having been reported by tlie Inspector of hospitals that the convalescents at 
Coimbra suffer niiieli for the want of «i breakfast incbs, 1 have to request that you 
will establish one for their comfort, charging the regiments to which they belong 
with the expenditure. I do not recollect that money was ever refused for this 
purpose, or any other necessary for the comfort or cleanliness of the eonvulescents. 
When money is required, application should be made to tlie Adj. Gen., i^lio will 
move the Coinmanaer of the Forces to direct the Paymaster Gen. to advance it; 
and upon furnishing him with a regular account of what has been issued to the 
Tegiineiit, more money will be issued when necessary. 

1 have received your letter with 3 bills of exchange. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Guadafiero, 13th June, 1812, 1^ p.m. 

I have a letter from Salamanca of the 9th ; there was nothing very par- 
ticular. Marmont was still there, and had been at Alba, to reconnaitre 
the position there. 

I have sent the orders for the march to be made to-morrow, which was 
to have been made this day, under the orders of the 11th. 

The A,G, to Major Gardiner, R,A., Isf d^mtion, 13th June, 1812. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to inform you that he observed 
3 bullock carts this day on the march, stated to be attached to your brigade of 
artillery. These means of conveyance are contrary to the orders of this army, 
and it is his Excellency’s desire that what is upon them maybe otherwise disposed 
of this day, and the carts made over to the Commissary of the 1st division of 
infantry, to be sent to their homes, or disposed of for the public service. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Cabrillas, 14th June, 1812. 

We crossed the Agueda yesterday, and are so far advanced towards 
Salamanca. « 
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I havs received your letters of the 9th and llth, and I think Zafra as 
convenient a position, in the view of your former instructions, and more 
healthy than that which you before occupied. I hope that the Conde 
de Penne Villemur will not get himself into a scrape. 

We have deciphered the letter you sent, and it goes back to you with 
the key of the cipher. We have got some letters, however, in cipher, 
which we have not been able to decipher ; but as far as I can judge, it ap- 
pears to me that King J oseph has ordered Soult to send to the Tagus one 
third of the force under his command, in order to join some other troops 
to be assembled there, probably belonging to the army of the Centre. I 
at first thought this assembly was to take place at the bridge of Arzobispo, 
and that Soult’s troops were to march without cannon ; but having seen by 
a letter of the 12th, received this day from dementi Pereira, that a body 
of troops, attended by .5 boats, had arrived on the 9th at Talavcra, and that 
the troops had moved on to the neighbourhood, and it is probable that the 
boats will follow, 1 think that Almaraz will be the point of assembly for 
these troops, and that they will communicate by the flying bridge to be 
formed of these boats. 

It is most probable, that if Ballesteros has been beaten, which I am afraid 
is not unlikely, Soult will, with a part of his army, cover the movement 
of the third, which are going to tlic Tagus, and if this is the case, you 
can do nothing to prevent the movement, but must attend to your own 
situation; but if Ballestcios has not been much hurt, and the third of 
Soult’s army should attempt to move through Estremadura alone, you 
might make their march very dangerous and difficult; and 1 shall be 
obliged to you to attend to it. 

I shall hear from you, of course, the extent of the force which the enemy 
will send this way. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Gabrillaf, 14tb June, 1812, 12 at noon. 

1 received last night from Gen. Castaiios some very interesting inter- 
cepted documents ; among others, a return of the 1st April of the *Armee 
de Portugal,' The effective fit for duty are 51,492 ; of which 43,396 are 
infantry ; 3204 are cavalry ; 3393 artillery ; and the remainder sapeurs^ 
&c. &c. There are besides about 1500 infantry, and 1000 cavalry, re- 
turned on command at Salamanca, Alba, &c., which ought to be added to 
the present fit for duty, and would make the army 43,800 infantry, and 
above 4000 cavalry. Bonet’s division, consisting of 0270 infantry, are in 
the Asturias. Castanos tells me that the French are about to evacuate 
Astorga ; and he mentions that the Adjutant, who carried there the order, 
went on to order Bonet likewise to retire from the Asturias. I reckon 
that he would receive the order about the 9th, and he might be on the 
Tormes on the 19th or 20th. 

The ‘ Armee de P&rtugal ' have 98 pieces of cannon ; but they are very 
badly provided with horses, and 1 see that some of the cannon have been 
left at Avila, and some at Talavera ; and Marmont has ordered that they 
may be drawn by bullocks to Tordesillas. 

1 enclose a letter just received from Salamanca, from which you will see 
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that it is reported that Bonet is coming tQ join the army. It is also said 
that some of Foy’s troops are about Talavera ; but that 1 don’t credit. 
Notwithstanding that the enemy is considerably stronger than I believed 
he was, 1 propose to continue our movement forward. We shall at least 
force them to collect their troops, and 1 see by Castanos’ letter, that he is 
about to move the army of Galicia, and he has ordered Mendizabal to 
move all the troops and guerrillas in the north, so as to cut oiT all Mar- 
mont’s communications ; and if Marmont should detach, or he should not 
be joined by Bonet, or the whole of all his divisions, or by the division at 
Valladolid, we shall be superior to him. 1 have ordered the march for 
to-morrow. 

P.S. There are in the ^ Armee de PortugaV 7460 sick; and the grand 
total amounts to 65,597, including 2277 officers and 11,147 horses, 
including 2593 belonging to officers. 


The A.G. to A.A.Ga. of* divisions. 14tb June, 1812. 

The Commander of the Forces now expects every morning the daily state of the 
army of the preceding day. In order to carry his Excellency's wishes into effect, 
it becomes absolutely necessary that the states of the divisions should arrive at this 
office by 4 o'clock in the afternoon of the day on which they are due. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir A. CamplM'll, Kt. Salamanca, IRth June, 1812. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 26th May, and this day that of 
the 3d June. 1 am very much obliged to you, and flattered by your 
having been my proxy at the installation of the Knights of the Bath ; and 
I agree with you in thinking, that I should not have been less happy even 
if 1 had seen the dress in which it was intended I sliould appear. In 
regard to the disposal of the money intended for the ball, I beg that you 
will do as others do ; and I enclose an order for i;*350 sterling. 

Affairs appear to be in a strange state in England ; however, 1 trust that 
at last some government will be formed. I always detested home politics, 
and late occurrences have not given me a relis-h for them. 

You will hear of our march liere. The French have a fort which I 
must take, and then we shall see what I can do. 

P.S. I have been considering your situation, and your not going to the 
Isle of France : pray show every desire to go, at all events, by the earliest 
opportunity. The iron gets cold, and does not work well, if not struck 
when heated ; and if you show a disinclination to go to that situation, a 
short turn miglit be taken, you might be deprived of it, and it would be 
difficult to obtain for you another. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Salamanca, 16th June, 1812. 

I have received your letters of the 13th and 14th. I have never been 

more annoyed than by ’s affair, and I entirely concur with you 

in the necessity of inquiring into it. Jt is occasioned entirely by the 
trick our officers of cavalry have acquired of galloping at every thing, 
and their galloping back as fast as they gallop on the enemy. They never 
consider their situation, never think of manoeuvring before an enemy ; so 
little that one would think they cannot manoeuvre, excepting on Wimble* 
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don Common ; and when they use their arm as it ought to be used, viz., 
offensively, they never keep nor provide for a reserve. 

All cavalry should charge in two lines, of which one should be in 
reserve ; if obliged to charge in one line, part of the line, at least one- 
third, should be ordered beforehand to pull up, and form in second line, 
as soon as the charge should be given, and the enemy has been broken 
and has retired. The Royal and the 3d dragoon guards were the beet 
regiments in the cavalry in this country ; and it annoys me })articularly 
tliat the misfortune has happened to them. I don’t wonder at the French 
boasting of it ; it is the greatest blow they have struck. 

P.S. We entered this place yesterday. The enemy still hold the fort 
which they have made, but 1 hope soon to have them out. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Salamanca, 18th June, 1812. 

The arm^^jrossed the Agueda on the 13th inst., and marched forward 
in three columns, the troops under Don Carlos de Fspaha forming a 
fourth ; and the whole arrived upon the Valmusa rivulet, about six miles 
from hence, on the 16th. The enemy showed some cavalry and a small 
body of infantry in front of the town on that day, and manifested a design 
to hold the heiglits on tlie south side of the Tormes. But their cavalry 
were immediately driven in by ours, and the enemy evacuated Salamanca 
on the night of the 16th, leaving a garrison of about 800 men in the 
fortifications which they have erected on the ruins of the colleges and 
convents which they have demolished. By the fire from these they pro- 
tect the passage of the Tormes by the bridge, and our troops crossed 
that river yesterday morning, by 2 fords which arc in tliis neigh- 
bourho()d. 

The forts were immediately invested by the 6th division, under the 
command of Major Gen H. Clinton, and having be'^n i Turately recon- 
naitred, it was found necessary to break ground before them. This was 
done last night, and 1 hope that we shall commence our fire to-morrow 
morning from 8 pieces of cannon, at the distance of 300 yards from the 
principal of the enemy’s works, the possession of which will, I hope, 
give us the possession of the others. Major Gen. Clinton conducts these 
operations. 

It is impossible to describe the joy of the people of the town upon our 
entrance. They have now been suffering for more than three years; 
during which time tlie French, among other acts of violence and oppres- 
sion, have destroyed 13 of 25 convents, and 22 of 25 colleges, which 
existed in this celebrated seat of learning. 

The enemy retired by the road to Toro, and their rear guard was about 
15 miles from hence last night. They retired again this morning by the 
same road ; and I understand that they intend to collect their army on the 
Duero, between Toro and Zamora. Our advanced guard is advanced on 
the ro^ to Toro, and the main body of the army in this neighbourhood. 

I enclose a return of the ^ Armde de Portugaly of the 1st April, which 
has been intercepted, from which it appears that there are at present under 
arms 2014 officers and 51,492 troops in this body, of which 43,396 are 
infantry, and 3204 cavalry. Of the 4244 men returned detached, there 
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are about 1500 infantry and about 1000 cavalry in this neighbourhood, 
who will of course be called in to join the army. 

1 enclose the morning state of ^is army of yesterday, in which I have 
marked thus * those troops which are in this part of the country, the 
others being in Estremadura, under the command of Lieut. Gen. Hill. 
To these numbers must be added about 3000 Spanish infantry, under Don 
Carlos de Espana, and about 500 Spanish cavalry, under Don J. Sanchez, 
who are with the army. 

This state includes only the cavalry and infantry of the army ; but your 
Lordship will observe that the enemy are superior to us in numbers in 
those arms ; and it appears from the return, that the enemy have 92 
pieces of cannon. 

I have adopted every measure in my power to prevent the enemy from 
collecting their forces against us. 1 have urged the Conde de Amarante 
to move upon the enemy’s flank from Braganza, along the Douro, with 4 
battalions of militia and 3 regiments of Portuguese cavalry, under Gen. 
D’Urban, and to cut off the enemy’s communication between Zamora and 
Benavente and Astorga. Gen. Custaiios has ])romised me to attack Astorga 
with the army of Galicia ; and 1 have urged Gen. Mendizabal and the 
chiefs of the guerrillas in all the northern parts of Spain to make an 
effort to prevent Marshal Marmont from collecting his whole force 
against this army. But I am apprehensive that I can place no reliance 
on the effect to be produced by these troops. The guerrillas, although 
active and willing, and although their operations in general occasion the 
utmost annoyance to the enemy, are so little disciplined that they can do 
nothing against the French troops, unless the latter are very inferior in 
numhers ; and if the French take post in house or church, of which they 
only barricade the entrance, both regular troops and guerrillas are so ill 
cquip])cd, as military bodies, that the French can remain in security till 
relieved by a larger body. 

Then Gen. Castafios, although I believe he is equipped with a few guns 
for the attack of Astorga, has no pecuniary resources to enable him to 
collect and keep togetlicr the army of Galicia. And if the enemy should 
abandon Astorga to its fate, and should withdraw Gen. Bonet from the 
Asturias, I am very apprehensive that the advantages of my march into 
Castillo will be confined to regaining the principality of Asturias for Gen. 
Ciibtanos, and to the little advantages which the guerrillas will derive 
from the evacuation of different parts of the country by the enemy’s 
posts. 

Your Lordship will observe from my letter of the 26th ult, that 1 did 
not calculate that the enemy’s ^Armh de Portugal ’ was so strong when 
1 determined upon this expedition, and 1 had certainly reason to believe 
that Marshal Marmont would not evacuate the Asturias. I shall not give 
up the plan, however, unless 1 should see that success is not to be looked 
for, as I am convinced that the most advantageous consequences will result 
from success in this quarter, or even from my remaining in an advanced 
position in Castillc. 

From intercepted letters between the King and Marshals Soult and 
Marmont, which, however, I have not been able entirely to decipher, I 
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judge that the King's plan, referred to in my dispatch of the 10th inst., 
is to collect a corps in the valley of the Tagus, consisting of a part of the 
army of the South, and a division of the army of the Centre, in order to 
create a diversion in favor of Marshal Marmont. I had requested the 
Kmpecinado to alarm the King for the safety of his situation at Madrid ; 
and I hope that Marshal Soult will find ample employment for his troops 
in the south in the blockade of Cadiz, the continued operations of Gen. 
Ballesteros, and those in Estremadura of Lieut. Gen. Hill, whose attention 
I have called to the probable march of this corps of the army of the South 
through part of Estremadura. 

The King is very desirous of restoring the bridge of Alniaraz, which 
can only be for the object of collecting a corps upon the Tagus, but 
hitherto he has sent there only two small boats, for the purpose of com- 
municating with the post at Mirahetc. 

I enclose a letter from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill,* and its enclosures, 
being two from Major Gen. Slade, giving an account of an affair which 
he had with the enemy on the 11th inst., in which, (iwing to the eagerness 
and impetuosity of the soldiers, ctinsiderahle loss was sustained. 

Your Lordship is aware that misfortunes of this kind have happened 
more than once in this country from the same cause, and I have frequently 


* Lloiit. Gen. Sir R. Hill lO Geii. the Eail of Well'iigton, K.B. Znfra, 13tb June, 1812. 

1 have the honor to tiansniit to your T^mlship the copies of rejjorts which 1 have received 
from Major Gen. Sia<U\ lehitive to an aflair hotwmi 2 roginieiits of the hrisadc of cavalry 
uiidor liis cuiiniiaiid, and the hrif^ade uf Froi a ii cavalry under Gen. Lai lomaiid, in the 
iiei^lilKiiirhood of Valciicia do las Torres, on tlu* lltii inst. ; in which, 1 am sorry to observe, 
we have suflered severely, and have not guiiuHl the advantage which might have been 
rxjM'cted. 

Major Gen. Slade bad advaiu-ed to Lleia, and was to have jiroreeded tbe following day 
in tbe diiection of lid GraTija, to <‘ovei u recoiin.iissaijce to be made hy Hie Coiide de Peime 
Villeniur on tiiat doy, fioiii Lleieiia towards A/uiiga. 

The 1 7tii and 27lli dragoons, under Gen. liulleniand, wiiicb buu oeeii stationeil in tlie 
iieigbhouibood of Azuuga. bad, however, moved at tbe same time towariU Valencia de las 
Torres, and Major Gen. Slade was indiieed to Iniiig him to action. 

While 1 lorw.iid Ibese ro])orls to your LordHlii]!, 1 shall find it iny duty to cause further 
iixpiiry to be made into the ciieumstdiices of this allair, and shall have tlic honor of com- 
municating tiicm to your LoiiUliip. 


Major (ten. Slade to Lieut. Gen. Sir U. Hill, K.B. Llcra, 11th June, 1812, 4^ p.m. 

1 beg to have the honor of stating to you tliat the enemy, whom I reported this moniing 
to have lieeii in Valencia, advanced upon Uiis place about U o'clock with the I7th and 27tli 
regts. of dragoons, under Gen. Tdilleniand. I immediately advanced with the 3d dragoon 
guards and Royals, attacked and ])ur8uecl him nearly 3 leagues, to within a short distaiiee 
of Maguilla, when 1 had an opportunity of charging him again, broke through his first line, 
and killed a great many ; among the iiiimhers are a captain of the 27th dragoons, and we 
took an aide de camp of Gen. Lallemand prisoner. I am sorry to say our loss was' severe, 
as the enemy brought a support, and ray troops being too eager in pursuit, we were obliged 
to relinquish a great niimlier of jirisoiiors which we hud taken, and to fall back on this place. 

Nothing could exceed the gallantry displayed by botb officers and men on the occosiou, 
in which Col. Sir G. Calcroft, and Lieut. Col. Clifton, commanding the 2 regiments, 
particularly distinguished themselves, as well as all the officers present. 1 beg particularly 
to report the conduct of Brig. Major Radciiffe, to whom 1 feel extremely indebted for hii 
assistance on this occasion. 

1 have not yet been able to coUect the returns, but 1 am concerned to say, Lieuts. Windaor, 
of the Royals, and Homewood, of the 3d dragoon guards, liave fallen into tbe enemy's hands, 
the former having his horse shot, and the latter being wounded. 


Major Gen. Slade to Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Gamp near Lien, 12th June, 1812. 
In forwarding the enclosed return of tlie casualties which occurred yesterday, I feel it my 
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been present on occasions when the same conduct in the cavalry was likely 
to be attended by the same unfortunate results. Notwithstanding that this 
misfortune has occurred upon this occasion to a brigade consisting of two 
of the best and most experienced regiments we have, I have concurred 
with Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill in thinking that it is necessary to make a 
formal inquiry into the causes which occasioned the disorder, and the 
consequent losses in the attack made by Major Gen. Slade on the enemy 
on the 11th inst. Gen. Slade’s action was occasioned by his advancing to 
Llera, to cover a movement by the Conde de Penne Villemur on Llercna, 
in order to collect the harvest of Estremadura ; and 1 learn that the enemy 
have since retired to Cordova. 

1 have reports from the south, stating that Gen. Ballesteros had had an 
action with the enemy near Bomos, on the 1st inst., of which 1 have not 
received the detail, or any regular confirmation, notwitlistanding that there 
is no doubt of Uie fact. The result has been stated differently by tlie two 
parties, and it is reported by the enemy that Ballesteros is badly wounded. 
But they have certainly reinforced their troops in that direction since the 
action, from which circumstance it may be inferred that the success, if on 
their side at all, was not very decisive. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Salamanca, 19tli June, 1812. 

I return the enclosures in Dom M. Forjaz’s note, respecting Senhor 
Vasconcellos. Neither Sir W. Beresford nor I know any thing about this 

duty to state, in addition to vrhat 1 bad the honor of communicating to yon before, that our 
misfortunes .arose from too great eagerness and zeal in the pursuit, atler having broke the 
enemy's first line, each regiment vying with each other who should most distinguish itself, 
wliich gave him an op]K)rtuiiity of bringing up fresh troops, and of charging us at a time 
when we were in confusion. 

1 beg leave again to repeat, that the exertions of the officers to restore order were conmii- 
cuous; but the two regiments having got mixed in the charge, it took some time before 
this object could lie accomplished, during which we lost most of the prisoners we had taken, 
and sLiflercd, I am grieved to say, severely. It is a satisfaction to me to be able to add, 
that (he enemy lost, in killed and wounded, full ojb many os ourselves, and considered 
himself completely routed. 


Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the aftair near Maguilla, on the 
11th June, 1812. 



Officers. 

Setjeants. 

R. and F. 

Hones. 

Total loss of officers, 
non - commissioned 
officers, and R.&F. 

Killed 

H 

2 

20 

6 

22 

Wounded . • • • 

■ 

— 

26 

14 

26 

Missing 

2 

10 

106 

127 

118 


O. O. Salomanoa, 10th June, 1812 . 

1. Lieut. Gkn. Sir S. Cotton has taken cliarge of the outposts of the army, and hu given 
to the cavalry the* orders which may be necessary. 

2. The General officers commanding divisions of infantry in front, will receive fium 
iiieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton information of the enemy's movements ; and they will attend to 
the requisition they will receive from him, for the support of infantry to his posts of cavalry. 
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person, who, I am informed, has been seized by the French. But it is not 
impossible that this is part of the trick. Austin should seize him, or 
should get some of the Spanish authorities to seize him, if the French 
should let him go. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. On tbe heights above Aldea Leiigua, a4th June, 1 612, 6^ a.m. 

The enemy have crossed theTormes in some force, and are skirmishing 
with Gen. Bock’s brigade of dragoons, which is in front of Calvarrasa de 
Abaxo. 

I have ordered the 7th and 1st divisions to cross the Tormes at the ford 
of Marta ; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will order a 
brigade and a Portuguese regiment of the Gth division to move out of the 
town, and to cross the Tormes at the ford below S'* Marta. You should 
send your baggage, except camp kettles, heavy guns and stores, &c., 
across the Tormes at the ford of El Canto. 

To Lieut. Oen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

On the heights behind Aldea Lengua, 24th June, 1812. 

Upon looking carefully at the plain I can see but very few troops, and 
the great body of the enemy arc certainly still on the right of the Tormes, 
some on the bank of the river, but mostly on the heights, extending 
nearly as far as Gomecello. It is my opinion, therefore, that you should 
keep Gen. Le Marchani's brigade assembled near the ford of Calvarrasa, 
at which they crossed. One regiment might even be on this side with 
advantage. 

I shall observe the enemy’s movements here, and will take care to rein* 
force you in time. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. 

On the heights in front of Aldea Lengua, 21th June, 1612. 

All the enemy’s infantry on the plain on the left of the Tormes are 
collected or in march towards Calvarrasa. They appear to me to be 
about 10,000 men, with cavalry, the numbers of which I cannot tell, but 
not so many as we have on the left of the Tormes. 

I shall observe their movements, and reinforce you as it may be neces- 
sary. The remainder of the army is in the same position as yesterday 
afternoon, and are not apparently about to make any movement; I 
therefore imagine that the others are not about to do any thing of 
importance. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. 24(h June, 1612, 5 T.ic. 

The enemy’s infantry and cavalry have moved to the rear, as you will 
have observed ; but I see that they are getting under arms at Aldea 
Rubia, and on the hill on the right of that village. 1 think it advisable, 
therefore, that if the men of the 1st, Gth, and 7th divisions are not cook- 
ing, they should move to the ford of S** Marta. If they are cooking, the 
movement may as well be delayed till they have done, unless 1 should 
see reason to make it earlier, of which I will give you notice. 

I was just going over to you, but the enemy’s movement prevents it 
just at present. 
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To Major Gen. H. Clinton. Heighti beiliind Aldea Lengua, Sdtli June^ 1812, 6 a»u. 

1 am very anxious to have a little conversation with Col. Burgoyne, 
Col. May, and Col. Dickson, and shall be very much obliged to you if 
you will desire them to come to me at the village of Cabrerizos as soon 
as they can. They can be there, I conclude, by 8 o’clock, when I shall 
be there ; and if I should not be there, I will send word where 1 may be 
found. 

To Hts Excellency C. Stuart. Salamanca, 25tb June, 1812. 

I have received your letters of the 16th and 17 th, regarding the reforms 
in the Portuguese navy. It is difficult to say how far they ought to be 
carried, but if the British government undertake to protect Portugal from 
the Barbary powers, I sec no reason wliy they should have any ships in 
Europe, excepting probably the flotilla on the Guadiana. 

P.S. You did not enclose in your letter of the 16th the paper regarding 
the guerrillas taking the stud of brood marcs. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart. Salamanca, 25tl) June, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 17th inst., and although I have hut 
little leisure just at present, I shall not delay to reply to it.* 

The Chevalier de Sousa wrote to me some time ago respecting tlio 
schemes for establishing a bank in Lisbon, and for lending money on 
English securities, upon which 1 gave In'm my opinion, and he must, 1 
believe, have received it before he sent his plan to Mr. Hamilton. 
Nothing can he more absurd than all the reasoning respecting the esta- 
blishment of a bank in Portugal, to be conducted on the principle of the 
Bank of England. 1st; the constitution of the country will notallow 
of such an establishment ; 2d1y ; the military and political situation of 
the country is such that no man in his senses, whether native or foreigner, 
who has capital, will lay it out in this or any other sclieme, which shall 
prevent him removing it from the country at a moment’s notice. 

People appear to me to be as wild now in their notions of the security 
of the Portuguese territory as they were desponding two years ago. But 
I who, from repeated reflection, must liave a tolerably accurate notion of 
the real state of this country, and those who will be called upon to lay 
out their capital upon this hanking scliemc, and know well the relative 
force of the contending armies in the Peninsula, and the advantages and 
disadvantages attending each, and particularly those attending the Portu- 
guese frontier as a line of defence, will not be so ready as Senlior de 
Sousa (with his 90,000 men) thinks they will, to take their money out of 
their chests to lodge it in those of Uie bank, and eventually in those of the 
Portuguese Treasury. 

At this moment the two armies with which the allied armies are en- 
gaged are exactly double the strength in the field, according to the 
returns, of the allied British and Portuguese armies ; and a more serious 
accident to Ballesteros than that which befell him in the beginning of 
this month at Bornos (and which it was totally out of my power to pre- 
vent) would bring a larger force upon Gen. Hill, and coiUe que co(Ue^ I 
* This letter must have been written whilst in presence of the enemy. 
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should be obliged to withdraw into Portugal, and all the prospects of the 
campaign would vanish. 

I have put out of the question the accidents which may happen to Gen. 
Hill or to me, as what I have above stated is sufficient to show that Por- 
tugal, though 1 trust she will be saved, is not in that state of security in 
which these visionaries would represent her. 

Then in respect to the liritish funded security for the capital of the 
bank, the reasoning upon that part of the subject is as fallacious as that 
upon other points. We are to collect in England tlic Portuguese duties 
upon wines exported from Portugal to England. The first question upon 
which I am not informed is, whether the existence of these duties is con^ 
formablc to the treaty ? The rest is referable to that part of the subject 
already discussed. Will Great Britain guarantee to the bank subscribers 
their capital whether Portugal is lost or saved? If that country should 
be lost, 1 believe it will be found that the new possessors will understand 
the mode of levying a duty upon the export of wine as well as the old; 
and will the British government make the people of Great Britain pay, 
in the price of their port wine, the two duties, viz., the existing one for 
the benefit of the capitalists of the bank, and Uie new one for the benefit 
of the usurping government ? However, I acknowledge that if all these 
difficulties could be overcome, the plan for establishing a bank, even with 
the views detailed in the project, would not be the most beneficial mode 
in which Great Britain could empb.y her credit for the advantage of 
Portugal. 

All the other plans considered in the papers which you enclosed, are 
mere spendthrift schemes for borrowing money on English security, to 
make up the deficit of the revenues of this country to defray the expenses 
of the war ; which schemes, even if the King’s government could be 
brought to listen to them, would fail, owing to the absolute impractica- 
bility of procuring specie in the Peninsula, or in England to send to the 
Peninsula, or of taking from the military chest, for the service of Por- 
tugal, more specie than is already given in subsidy. 

I have been uniform, and, I believe, correct, in my opinions upon this 
subject. When a nation is desirous of establishing public credit, or, in 
other words, of inducing individuals to confide their property to its 
government, they must begin by acquiring a revenue equal to their fixed 
expenditure ; and they must manifest an inclination to be honest, by per- 
forming their engagements in respect to their debts. This is what I have 
invariably recommended to the Portuguese government, and if they had 
attended to my recommendations, instead of flattering themselves with 
idle hopes of loans to be raised from England, the deficit in the revenue 
for the great war expenditure of lost year, which 1 calculate at 15 millions 
of cruzados^ would have been covered. I don’t ask for new taxes : on 
the contrary, I would repeal many ; but I want a real and fair collection 
of those which should be allowed to exist. This is the only measure which 
can relieve Portugal and us ; and it is that one of which we ought not U) 
lose sight for one moment. 

Honesty in the payment of debts has likewise been attended to. After 
a great deal of trouble and discussion, 1 at last farced the Portuguese 
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fofemment to pay the interest on the pa|NBr money in circulation^ a^ on 
the Apdices Chrandes^ by giving notice that 1 order the Gommisaary 
Oen. to take no more in payment of his bills on the Treasury^ if the 
measure was not adopted. In the mean time the government jobbed the 
question of the interest on the Apolicea* 

There is no doubt but that the payment of the interest has had a most 
material effect in restoring the credit of the paper money securities, 
notwithstanding that their nominal value in the market has not been 
materially altered. But let it be recollected that when this measure was 
adopted we had in the chest nearly £500,000 in paper money/ which had 
accumulated there, and of which we could not dispose ; and that we have 
never more now than the sum received in the month for bills, and that we 
experience no difficulty in disposing of the paper money to mabe our pay- 
ments, particularly in the capital and large towns ; and it will be seen that 
the measure has had a very important effect. 

I beg to refer to the calculations in England, regarding the value of 
bank notes in reference to gold and silver, and to conijiare the result with 
the existing paper money in Portugal, which, till the interest was paid, 
d^ pended for its existence solely upon its being taken by the Commissary 
Gen. in payment for bills upon the Treasury ; and I believe it will be 
found that the difference in current value, in reference to gold and silver, 
is but trifling, while the English bank note, as secuiity, is infinitely superior 
to the Portuguese paper money. 

I believe I have now considered all ’s financial schemes for 

Portugal, excepting the Commissariat notes, and the recoinage of silver 
from dollars to cruzados. 

Your reasoning upon the commissariat notes is undeniable. The bills 
drawn upon the Commissary Gen. by his deputies, in payment of supplies, 
and by him on his deputies at Lisbon, are not very good paper ; and I 
believe that a great deal of money is made by the traffic in them by the 
residing in Lisbon, and other large towns, piincipally Englishmen, 
at the expense of the people who furnish supplies, and not improbably at 
the expense of the public. I have endeavored to prevent these gains, 
though I fear with but little success ; but we may depend upon it that the 
commissariat notes would be as low in value comparatively with money as 
the commissariat bills, and it would be totally out of my power to apply 
a remedy. 

The other scheme of is, in my opinion, very objectionable. A 

new cruzade, cruzado novo, as it is called, is current for 8 per cent, more 
than the value of the silver it contains in reference to dollars, and we 
should gain 8 per cent, by this recoinage. The new cruzade being current 
at Lisbon principally, it is possible that we should gain this 8 per cent, on 
all our payments there ; but even this is not certain, as we may depend 
upon it ^at foreigners, Americans particularly, and our own merchants, 
from whom we should purchase any ^ thing, would add the %perce7it,^ 
which they would lose on the coin in which we should pay them, on the 
price of the jurticle which we should purchase from them. But this is 
not all. The operations in the expenditure of the British army arc not 
confined to Lisbon, nor even to Portugal. How would the cruzades pass 
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liiSpttiii? NotafciU. Ana ilriiiMr 

nnnienoe from m KdimMi at bmtk net^^prair wwOir of llii BkMWb 

gOTemment. . * ^ v**. ♦ ? 

Upon tha wliole I am convineed that film on^ maiMlfp to 
reUem Portuguose firom their finncial difficuMmi^ 
urging t&em to diaoonltiiiie aU their naolew expenoth 
and to eet to work in earnest to refom the groes abuses wfeilh 
ooUectian ef their revenoe. 

To tbe Bari of laverpooL ^ Saluttstiea, ISdi 1811. ' 

Marshij) Marmont collected \ii army on the Duero l^tween Ihe 16th 
and 19th instt with the exception of Gen. Bonet’s division, which t believe 
is still in the Asturias, and some small garrisons, and he moved forward 
from Fuente el Sauco on the 20ih. I formed the allied army, with the 
exception of the troops engaged in the operations against the forts at 
Salamanca, on the heights extending from the neighbourhood of Villares 
to Morisco ; and the advanced posts of the cavalry and infantry retired 
upon the army in good order, and without material loss. The enemy 
remained in our front on that night, and during the 21 st ; and during that 
night they established a pfist on our right dank, the possession of which 

tliem deprived us of an advantage which might eventually be of im- 
portance ; 1 therefore requested Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham to attack them 
in that post on tlie 22d with Uie troops on the right, which he did with 
those of the 7th division, which were the reserve of the right, under the 
command of Major Gen. Hope and Major Gen. de Bernewitz. The enemy 
weie driven from the ground immediately, with some loss. Our troops 
conducted themselves remarkably well in this affair, wJiit.h took place in 
the view of every man of both armies. The enemy letircd during that 
night ; and on the following evening, they posted themselves with their 
right on the heights near Cabeza Vellosa, and their left on tlie Tormes, at 
Huerta ; their centre at Aldea Rubia. 

The object of the enemy in this movement being to endeavor to com- 
municate with the garrisons in the forts of Salamanca, by the left of the 
l^ormes, I changed the front of the army, and placed the right at S'* Marta, 
where there is a ford over the Tormes ; and the advanced posts at Aldea 
Lengua ; and 1 extended the troops so as to cover Salamanca completely, 
while I had it in my power to concentrate the army at any point at a short 
notice. 

I sent Major Gen. Bock’s brigade of heavy dragoons across the Tormes, 
in order to observe the passages of that river. The enemy crossed the 
Tormes at Huerta, about 2 o’clock on the morning of the 24th, in consi- 
derable numbers of cavalry, infantry, and artillery ; and there was every 
appearance of a general movement in that direction. The conduct of 
Major Gen. Bock’s dragoons was conspicuously good upon this occasion. 
They did every thing in their power to make known the enemy’s move- 
ment ; and opposed their advance vigorously under many disadvantages, 
in nrder to afford time for the dispositions necessary to be made. As 
soon as 1 was certain that the enemy had crossed the Tonnes, 1 requested 
Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham to cross that river with the 1st and 7th 

vqL, V. 3 a 
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divisions, and I sent over Major Gkn. Le Marchant’s brigade of cavalry; 
and I concentrated the remainder of the army between Morisco and Ca- 
brerizos, keeping the advanced posts still at Aldea Lengua. At about 
noon, the enemy advanced as far as Calvarrasa de Abaxo ; but observing 
the disposition made for their reception, they retired again in the afternoon 
across the Tormes to Huerta ; and they have since remained in the position 
which they occupied on the 23d. 

Between the 20th and 22d, 1 had a favorable opportunity of attacking 
the enemy, of which, however, 1 did not think it proper to avail myself, 
for the following reasons : 

Ist; It was probable he had advanced with an intention ta attack us, 
and, in the position which we occupied, I considered it advantageous to be 
attacked ; and that the action would be attended by less loss on our side. 

2dly ; The operations against the forts of Salamanca took up the atten- 
tion of some of our troops ; and although I believe the superiority of 
numbers in the field was on our side, it was not so great as to render an 
action decisive of the result of the campaign, in which we should sustain 
great loss. 

3dly ; In case of failure, the passage of the Tormes would have been 
difficult, the enemy continuing in the possession of the forts, and com- 
manding the bridge of Salamanca. 

The siege of the forts of Salamanca has not advanced with the rapidity 
which I expected when I addressed your Lordship last. Although, from 
the pains taken and the expense incurred in their construction, and the 
accounts which I had received of them, I was prepared to meet with some 
difficulties, and provided an equipment accordingly ; the difficulties are of 
a more formidable nature than they were represented ; and the forts, 3 in 
number, each defending the other, are very strong, althotigh not of a 
regular construction, and the equipment which 1 had provided for their 
attack was not sufficient ; and I have been obliged to send for more, which 
has created some delay in the operations. 

We have breaches open in the Convent of San Vicente, which is the 
principal convent ; but these cannot be attacked in security till we shall 
have possession of Fort Los Cayetanos. Major Gen. Clinton made an 
attempt to carry that work by storm on the night of the 23d inst., the 
gorge having been considerably damaged by the fire of our artillery. 
This attempt unfortunately failed ; and I am concerned to add, that Major 
Gen. Bowes was killed. He was so eager for the success of the enterprise, 
that he had gone forward with the storming party, which consisted of a 
part of his brigade, and was wounded; and after his first wound was 
dressed, he returned again to the attack, and received a second wound, 
which killed him. Our loss in officers and men was likewise considerable. 

I expect that every thing that is necessary to get the better of these 
forts will arrive to-morrow, and that I shall soon have the happiness of 
reporting that they are in our possession. 

We have discovered the cipher in which King Joseph wrote his orders 
Ito Gen. Drouet in regard to his operations against Lieut. Gen. Sir R. 
Hill, which were to move upon the allied troo|% in Estremadura. Your 
Lerdship will observe from my dispatch of the lOth inst., that 1 had left 
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Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill in strength, and I have desired him to collect his 
troops in the position of Albuera, which is tlie best in the country ; and to 
act according to circumstances, and to the movements of the enemy. By 
a letter from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill of the 22d, I learn Uiat Gen. Drouet 
had been considerably reinforced from Andalusia since the defeat of G^, 
Ballesteros at Bornos, in the beginning of the month, and had advanced 
as for as Almendralejo and Villa Franca; and Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill had 
concentrated his troops at Albuera. He had not decided whether he 
should attack Drouet or not, and he delayed the decision only because he 
was not quite certain of Drouet’s strength. 

Gen. Ballesteros had sustained a severe loss in bis action at Bornos on 
the 1st June ; and I understand that he retired to the neighbourhood of 
Gibraltar. 

In the north, Gen. Santocildes, under the direction of Gen. Castahos, 
has invested Astorga with the Galician army, and is about to attack that 
place ; in which operation I imagine that he cannot be interrupted, as the 
whole of the enemy’s army, excepting Gen. Bonct’s division in Asturias, 
is employed against that under my command. 

The guerrillas are in unmolested possession of all parts of the country ; 
and the enemy’s weak and scattered garrisons are cut off from all com- 
munication with each otlier, or with toe country. 

P.S. I enclose returns of the killed, wounded, and missing, from the 
I7th to the 24th June inclusive. [/ac/ue/nl w the genet al return at p. 72^.] 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Salamaiiro. 25th June, 1R12 

I enclose several letters in a cipher whicli we cannot discover, and it 
is very important that an endeavor should be mad * '*• discover it in 
London. It is the same cipher as is used by the Emperor’s ministers, 
and the discovery of Uie key, therefore, may be important for other objects 
as well as for our operations. 

Matters have not gone on as I could wish at Salamanca ; but the truth 
is that my attention has been so much and so constantly taken up with 
Marmont’s movements and my own, that 1 have not been able to attend to 
the operations of the siege as 1 ought. 

P.S. I enclose the last morning state. 


To Major Gen. H. Clinton. Cabrerisos, 26th June, 1812, 2 p.m. 

I enclose a letter which I received from Lieut. Col. May on my return 
here. 

I conclude that you have stopped the firing for this day, and I recom- 
mend the following preparatory measures to be adopted for an attack to- 
morrow : 

1st; The batteries to be all repaired. 

2dly ; The approach to be continued as far on as may be possible. 

3dly ; The new approach to be made from which Col. Burgoyne pro- 
posed to mine Los Cayetanos. 

4thly ; Two 24 pound carronades to be in readiness in 2, to fire 
red-hot shot upon those parts of the convent already breached, the roofs, 
&c. 1 am not certain that it would not be most convenient to make the 
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attack by daylight, and the shot would be ready to be fired so that the 
building may be on fire when the attack is made on Los Cayetanos. 

5thly ; Two 24 pound howitzers, with Shrapnel’s or common shells, to 
be placed in the new redoubt, to fire along that part of the exterior work 
from which the enemy can annoy the assailants of Los Cayetanos. 

6thly ; I wish that this evening or to-morrow morning you would ride 
to the left of the Tormes, and look at the ground on which the Ice House 
stands. 1 think that guns placed at a low stone wall on the top of that 
hill would see the reverse of some of the works from which the enemy 
could annoy the assailants of Los Cayetanos ; and if this be true, send over 
to that point 2 guns and one howitzer, or 3 guns of the brigade attached 
to the 6th division, in order to perform this service during the attack. 
They must be concealed till the attack shall commence. Take one of the 
artillery officers with you. 

7thly; Let some of the ladders be carried forward into the trenches 
before daylight in the morning. 

8thly; Let the ground be well examined on which parties may he 
posted to keep up a warm fire of musketry on the parapets of Los Caye- 
tanos, and on the works of San Vicente by which Los Cayetanos is defended, 
during the time the attack is going on, and let a calculation be made of 
the number of men each of them will contain. 

I shall be with you to morrow if I can. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.D. Salamanca, 26th June, 1812. 

I enclose my last dispatches. The armies are about 5 miles distant 
from each other. Marmoiit will not attack us, and I doubt whether 1 can 
attack him, even when I shall have taken the Salamanca forts: at all 
events, not before we shall have succeeded in that enterprise. 

In answer to your letter of the 9th and 10th, I have to tell you, that I 
don’t yet know that I shall have demands upon me for more than Don 
Carlos’ troops, although I think it probable I shall for the troops in 
Galicia, from Castaiios and from Monsalud, for the troops in Estrema- 
dura. You had better, therefore, keep the sum you propose, £370,000, 
disposable. 

1 can give caps and shoes to Doyle’s regiment, but I have not great 
coats, knapsacks, or canteens. I shall desire Monsalud to supply them 
with caps and shoes from those I send to him. 

To Lient. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Salamanca, 28lh June, 1812. 

We took the forts of this place yesterday, two of them by storm, and 
the third by capitulation. It was stormed, however, at the very moment it 
capitulated. Marmont has retired, and we march forward to-morrow. 

If you should find that Drouet separates his troops, or if he pretends to 

G. O. Salamanca, SStli Juiia, 1812 . 

1. The Commander of the Forces returns his thanks to Major Gen. Clinton, the General 
officers, officers, and soldiers composing the 6th division of infantry, and to Lieut. Cul. 
May, and the officers and soldiers of the Royal British and Portuguese artillery, and to 
Lieut. Col. Hurgoyne, and the officers and men of the Royal Engineers, employed in the 
siege of the forts in Salamanca, for their c(Miduct during the late operations against these 
forts. tk 
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hold you in check with a smaller body of men than you think you can get 
the better of, fall upon him, but take care in doing so to keep a very large 
proportion of your troops in reserve. 

P.S. Since writing this letter, I have received yours of the 25th. Fall 
upon the enemy if you can with advantage. I should prefer a partial 
affair to a general one ; but risk a general affair, keeping always a very 
large body in reserve, particularly of cavalry, rather than allow Drouet to 
remain in possession of Estremadura, and to keep you in check. 

Be assured of the correctness of the return of the 1st April, allowing 
always for the battalions known to be taken ur absent. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente la Pena, 30th June, 1812, 7)> p.m. 

From all that I can learn, the greatest part of the enemy’s army are at 
Alaejos and La Nava. One division has certainly gone to Toro, I believe 
the 1st; and I have a report that they marched last night at 12 against 
Silveira. Wc warned liim, however, of their movement towards the Duero 
3 days ago, and I hope he will be safe. 

I propose to move to-morrow upon Alaejos. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente la Pena, 30th June, 1612. 

I have received your letter of the 25th. I see no reason to alter the 
opinion which I formed, that it is desirable to Portugal that the Prince 
Regent should return to liis European dominions, even to Lisbon. 

1 don’t sec whut jissistance it is proposed by Mr. Vansittart’s memoran- 
dum to give. This appears to me to contain only another proposal for a 
bank, and new plans for paying or rather securing old debts ; but none to 
relieve present difficulties. I shall object to every plan which is to fall 
upon the military chest of this army. We are not able to answer the de- 
mands upon us. 

P.S. I don’t know where the writer of Lord Castlerc agii's memorandum 
found that I liad increased the embodied militia from 15,000 to 40,000 for 
the defence of the frontiers. I recollect desiring that the militia of Sil- 
veira, which were embodied ; of Trant, which, I believe, were not ; and of 
Wilson, part of which were embodied, might be embodied and moved into 
Beira, in case the enemy crossed the Agueda in March, when 1 went to 
the siege of Badajoz. I never heard it pretended that this militia were 
12,000, but the Sec. of State has them as 25,000 ! I suppose in the same 
manner as Senhor de Sousa has the army as 90,000. To serve this country 
and Great Britain really becomes too heavy a task. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Fueiitc la Pena, 30th June, 1812. 

1 have received your letter of the 19th May, regarding Major Macleod. 
He is a very fine young man, for whom I entertain a very great respect 
and regard, and he conducted himself remarkably well in the siege of Ba- 
dajoz, and was very useful in the preparations for that operation ; and I 
think it not improbable that if he had not been wounded early in the siege, 
1 should have had an opportunity of mentioning him in such a manner as 
that His Royal Highness would have thought proper to promote him, as 
well as others who were promoted on the same occasion. 
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The question is, whether I ought now to recommend him for promotion, 
and I will acknowledge that I feel a great bias in his favor, not only on his 
own account, but on account of his brother. But I don’t think I ought to 
do so. Major Macleod is junior to many, even in his own corps, who have 
not been promoted, whose merit is distinguished, and who would complain, 
with reason, of injustice and partiality, if he were preferred to them upon 
the occasion of the siege of Badajoz at this late date. 

I hope that he will soon recover and return to us ; and you may depend 
upon it that there is no person more anxious for an opportunity of recom- 
mending his advancement than 1 am. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente la PeSa, 30th June, 1812. 

The ammunition to enable us to carry on the attack of the forts having 
arrived at Salamanca in the afternoon of the 26th, the fire was immediately 
recommenced upon the gorge of the redoubt of Los Cayetanos, in which 
a practicable breach was effected at about 10 o’clock in the morning of the 
27th ; and we had succeeded nearly about the same time in setting fire to 
the buildings in the large fort of San Vicente, by tlie fire from which the 
approach to Los Cayetanos by its gorge was defended. 

Being in Salamanca at this moment, 1 gave directions that the forts of 
Los Cayetanos and La Merced should be stormed ; but some little delay 
occurred in consequence of the commanding officer of these forts in the 
first instance, and afterwards the commanding officer of San Vicente, 
having expressed a desire to capitulate after the lapse of a certain number 
of hours. 

As it was obvious that these propositions were made in order to gain 
time till the fire in San Vicente should be extinguished, I refused to listen 
to any terms, unless the forts should be instantly surrendered ; and having 
found tliat the commanding officer of Los Cayetanos, who was the first to 
offer to surrender, was entirely dependent upon the Governor of San Vi- 
cente, and could not venture to carry into execution the ca})itulation which 
he had offered to make, I gave directions tiiat his fort and that of La 
Merced might be stormed forthwith. 

These operations were effected in the most gallant manner by a detach- 
ment of the 6th division, under the command of Lieut. Col. Davis of the 
36th regt., under the direction of Major Gen. Clinton. 

The troops entered the fort of Los Cayetanos by the gorge, and escaladed 
that of La Merced ; and I am happy to add that our loss was but trifling. 

The Governor of San Vicente then sent out a flag of truce to ratify the 
surrender of that fort on the terms 1 had offered him, viz., the garrison to 
march out with the honors of war ; to be prisoners of war ; and the officers 
to retain their personal military baggage, and the soldiers their knapsacks : 
and notwithstanding that the 9th regt. of ca 9 adores had actually stormed 
one of the outworks of San Vicente, and were in possession of it, 1 deemed 
it expedient to accept the fort by capitulation on those terms, and to stop 
the attack. . 1 have already informed your Lordship that Major Gen. 
Clinton commanded the attack against these forts, which was carried on 
with great vigor and ability ; and he mentions in strong terms of com- 
mendation the conduct of the General officers, officers, and troops employed 
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under his command ; particularly Col. Hinde of the 32d regt., Lieut. Col. 
Davis of the 36th regt., Capt. Owen of the Gist regt., Brigade Major 
Hobart, and Ensign Newton of the 32d regt., who distinguished himself in 
the attack of the night of the 23d inst., and volunteered to lead the ad- 
vanced party in the attack of the 2*7 th. He likewise mentions in strong 
terms Lieut. Col. May, who commanded the artillery under the direction 
of Col. Framingham, and the officers and soldiers of the Royal and Portu- 
guese artillery under his command, and Lieut. Col. Burgoyne, Lieut. 
Reid and the officers of the Engineers, and Major Thompson of the 74th 
regt., who acted as an engineer during these operations. 

The enemy had been employed for nearly 3 years in constructing these 
works, but with increased activity for the last 8 or 9 months. A large 
expense had been incurred ; and these works, sufficiently garrisoned by 
about 800 men, and armed with 30 pieces of artillery, were of a nature to 
render it quite impossible to take them, excepting by a regular attack ; 
and it is obvious that the enemy relied upon their strength, and upon their 
being sufficiently garrisoned and armed ; as they had left in San Vicente 
large dep^)ts of clothing, and military stores of every description. 1 
was mistaken in my estimate of the extent of the means which would 
be necessary to subdue these forts; and 1 was obliged to send to the rear 
for a fresh supply of ammunition. This necessity occasioned a delay of 
6 days. 

The enemy withdrew their garrison from Alba de Tormes as soon as 
they heard of the fall of the forts of Salamanca ; and I have ordered that 
the works at both places may be destroyed. 

The operations against the forts of Salamanca were carried on in sight 
of Marshal Marmont’s array, which remained in its position with the 
right at Cabeza Vcllosa, and the left at Huerta, till the night of the 27th 
inst., when they broke up, and retired in three columns towards the river 
Duero ; one of them directing its march upon Toro, and the others upon 
Tordesillas.* The allied army broke up the following day, and are this 
day encamped upon the Guarena. 

We have various reports of reinforcements on their march to join the 
enemy, but none on which I can rely. I know from intercepted letters, 
that Marshal Marmont expects to be joined by a division of the army of 
the North, reported to have been at Burgos on the 24th ; and it is reported 
that Gen. Bonet had withdrawn from the Asturias by San Andres, and 
was on his march likewise for the same purpose. It is also reported that 
Gen. Bonet had received a check in the Asturias, and had sustained the 
loss of a considerable number of men. If this last report be true; it will 
account for his withdrawing from the Asturias ; in which province I have 
reason to believe, from the intercepted letters, that he had been ordered 
to maintain himself ; and that these orders had proceeded from Paris. 

By accounts from Estremadura of the 26th inst, it appears that the 
enemy still continued in the position which they had occupied in Estre- 
madura ; and Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill was in front of Albuera. It is 
obvious that they don’t intend to attack him, and 1 have recommended 
to him to attack them, if he should deem his force sufficiently strong, and 
of a sufficiently good description to give a fair chance of success, rather 
♦ See Appendix, No. XXII. 
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than allow them to keep him in check, and to remain in posseseion of a 
large part of the province of Estremadura. 

I have not jet heard that Gen. Santocildes has commenced hia attack 
upon Astorga. Gen. Cabrera is at Benavente with his division ; aoid I 
understand there are Spanish troops in Leon. The Conde de Amarante 
has his infantry at Carvajales, and Brig. Gen. D’Urban had crossed the 
Duero below Zamora, in order to aid in intercepting the enemy’s com- 
munication with Toro, before he heard of the fall of Salamanca. I have 
now desired him, however, to return across the Duero. 

I have received no late intelligence from the south. 

F.S. I enclose a return of the killed, wounded, and missing of the army 
since my last dispatch. 


Return of the killed, wounded, and mining in the siege of the Forts of San Vicente^ Los 
Cayetanos, and La Merced, and in the {josltiou on the heights of Villai*e8, from the 16tli 
to the 27th June, 1812, inclusive. 



i 

§ 

Seijeants. 

h 

9 

Horses. 

Total loss of officers, 
nuu-commissioneci 
officer^ andlL & F. 

Killed 

6 

5 


28 

115 

Wounded • • • • • 

28 1 

44 

340 

— 

412 

Missing • • • • • 

2 

— 

11 

6 

13 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente la Pena, 30lh June, 1812. 

I omitted to report to your Lordship in my last dispatch the particulars 
of a very gallant affair of the cavalry in Estremadura, under the command 
of Lieut. Strenuwitz, the aide de camp of Lieut. Gen. Sir W. Erskine. 
Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill having learnt that the enemy had left at Maguilla 
a great proportion of the soldiers who had been taken prisoners in Major 
Gen. Slade’s affair of the 11th inst., sent Lieut. Strenuwitz on the 13th 
with a detachment consisting of 50 men of the 3d dragoon guards and 
Royal dragoons under the command of Lieut. Bridges of the Royal 
dragoons, to bring them in : on his arrival there, he found a detachment 
of French dragoons, consisting of 80 men, whom he attacked with such 
conduct and effect as to kill many, and to take prisoners one officer, 20 
men, and 25 horses, with the loss of one man of his detachment killed. 

1 have frequently had occasion to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
conduct of Lieut. Strenuwitz, and 1 am happy to have this fresh oppor- 
tunity of doing so. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente la Pefia, 30th June, 1812. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 4th June, 
in regard to the proposed alteration of the certificates intended to be 
granted for money expected to be borrowed in this country. I beg leave 
to remind your Lordship that it is intended to nci^e the payment of each 
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half year’s interest at the back of the certificate, so that it would not be 
possible for the holder to receive his interest both at head quarters and at 
Lisbon. 

In regard to the other objection to the proposed alteration, viz., that it 
would be necessary to be prepared with money to pay the interest both at 
head quarters and at Lisbon, 1 have to observe that there would be no 
difficulty in settling with each holder of a certificate at what place the 
interest should be paid, even though the certificate should be drawn as I 
had proposed it should be altered. 

It is desirable that there should be a place fixed at which the interest 
should be paid besides the head quarters of the army, in case the army 
should be withdrawn from the Peninsula. 

It is not probable that either the Treasury or the military chest of the 
army would be called on to pay, within ten days, the whole amount of the 
sum of £500,000 sterling, to which the grant of these certificates is 
limited. 

I am quite convinced that I shall never be able to impress on the minds 
of the people of this country, from whom I expected to derive some 
resources by the grant of these certificates, that they have any security 
for their money, if it is to be optional with the llritish authorities whether 
they are to be paid in the Peninsula or in England by bills, valuing the 
dollar at 5 shillings. None of these people can know the value of 5 
slullings relatively with a dollar, or any other coin with which they arc 
acquainted, and they will certainly lend nothing upon such a security. I 
don’t propose, therefore, to make any use of these certificates. 

At the same time I beg leave to poitii out to your Lordship how impos' 
siblc it is to expect that this or any other army can carry on operations in 
Spain so ill supplied, as this is, with money. We can get nothing from 
the country without payment in ready money, and every day’s march 
increases our distance from our magazines and the difficulty of communi- 
cating with them. The troops are 4 months in arrears of pay ; the Staff 
of the army 6 months; and the muleteers nearly 12 months; and we are 
in debt for every article of supply, of every description. 

I beg your Lordship to advert to the impossibility of remaining any 
length of time in the forward position which our successes have enabled 
us to assume, and to reflect upon the consequences which, under these 
circumstances, would result from any misfortune. 

To Adm. Sir E. Pelleir, Bart. Alaojos, Ist July^ 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 13th 
May, and I have received one of the 20th of that month from Lieut. Gen. 
Lord W. Bentinck, from which I learn that his Lordship was about to 
detach to Mahon a force under the command of Lieut. Gen. F. Maitland, 
which, however, was not of the strengtli which his Lordship had at first 
expected he should be able to detach. 

It is probable that this force will be by this time at Mahon, and that 

0.0. Alaejos. lat July, 1818. 

1. The Gimmander of the Forces requests the attention of the officers of the anny to the 
following order given out on the 7tli May, 1811, No. 1. (See vol. iv. p. 786.) 
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it will have been met at that post by the equipments and stores which I 
had sent from this country to Gibraltar, with a request to the Governor 
to have them repaired and put in order there (of which there is a general 
enumeration in the margin) ; and by 4 companies of British and Portu- 
guese artillery, engineer officers, artificers, &c., who have likewise sailed 
to Gibraltar from Lisbon. 

1 trust also that the transports for the conveyance of the Spanish troops 
to tlieir destination will have arrived at Alicante and in Majorca, and that 
Lieut. Gen. Maitland will find every thing prepared to enable him to 
commence his operations. 

In regard to the plan of those operations, I still entertain the opinion 
which 1 did at first, viz., that the force is not sufficient to attack Barce- 
lona ; and that its first object should be to obtain possession of Tarragona, 
in order to secure a point of communication between the fleets under the 
command of your Excellency and the army in Catalonia. It is my opinion 
that that is all which our troops will be able to effect in Catalonia, and the 
rest of the plan of the Baron de Eroles, or of any other plan of internal 
warfare in that country, ought to be left to Gen. Lacy and the troops 
under his command. 

But I think, that as soon as Tarragona shall be in our possession, and 
such temporary repairs shall have been given to the ivorks as will secure 
them from a coup de main^ and measures adopted for those repairs being 
effectually carried into execution, that part of the force, consisting of the 
troops from Sicily, Portugal, Majorca, and Alicante, ought to be re- 
embarked, and proceed to make an attack upon the city of Valencia. 

Your Excellency will observe that I was always of opinion that this 
was the next object to the establishment of the communication by Tarra- 
gona, and circumstances have come to my knowledge lately which prove 
in tlie clearest manner that no blow could be so fatal to the interests of 
the French, or of King Joseph, as to deprive them of this city, and to 
renew the war in the kingdom of Valencia ; and that no diversion, whether 
in Catalonia, Aragon, or elsewhere, will have the effect of inducing the 
enemy to relinquish, or will deprive them of their possession of that 
kingdom and its resources. It must be done, therefore, by a direct 
attack ; and if the attack should first be made upon Tarragona, and the 
secret of the future plan of the operations of the allied forces is well 
kept, I entertain no doubt of success. 

It would doubtless be a great object that Valencia should afterwards 
be kept, and that the allied force, under Lieut. Gen. Maitland, should be 
the foundation of our system for maintaining the war in the kingdom of 
Valencia and the eastern coast of the Peninsula, upon which points I 
shall communicate to your Excellency and Gen. Maitland my opinion 
hereafter, if I should find that the plan which I have above proposed is 
adopted, and if it should be decided that the force under Lieut. Gen. 
Maitland is to remain in the Peninsula during the winter. 

After I wrote to your Excellency on the 16th April, I crossed the 
Tagus with the army, in order to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, which was 
effected by the enemy retiring across the Agueda in front of our army 
on the 24th of that month. It was necessary \ljpn to provide for the 
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subsistence of the garrison of that place for some time in advance, and 
by the time that object v^as effected, the season was so far advanced, that 
it was too late for our operations in the southern parts of the Peninsula. 

1 therefore determined to direct them to this quarter ; and in the mean 
time Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill struck a very brilliant and important blow 
on the enemy’s bridge and establishments on the Tagus, at Almaraz, 
whereby the direct communication between their northern and southern 
armies was cut off. 

We crossed the Agueda on the 13th June, near Ciudad Rodrigo, and 
invested the forts which the enemy had constructed at Salamanca on the 
1 7th ; and we took two of them by assault, and one by capitulation, on 
the 27th, in tlie presence of the enemy’s whole army. They retired on 
the following day towards the Duero, and we have followed them to this 
point. We hear of their expecting reinforcements, but 1 have no ac- 
counts of any on which I can rely ; and, upon the whole, it nppears to 
me that they are as determined, as 1 am, not to fight an action in a dis- 
advantageous situation. 

From this outline of the state of affairs on this side of the Peninsula 
your Excellency will see what an important part the forces on the eastern 
side of the Peninsula have to perform. 

I request your Excellency to communicate this letter to Lieut. Gen. 
Maitland, who, I conclude, will be near you when you will receive it. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Giahatn, K.B. \ ilia Veide, 3d July, 1812, 5} p.k. 

I returned here about an hour ago, and received your letter of this day. 
I have for some time past been apprchcn&ive that you would be under the 
necessity of confining yourself, in order to apply the remedies which may 
be necessary for your eye ; but I cannot avoid feeling the utmost concern 
that this necessity should have become urgent at the jifcsent moment, 
and that I should now be deprived of your valuable assistance. I must, 
however, make up my mind to this loss ; as, from what I have heard, I 
am apprehensive that no time is to he lost in applying the remedies to 
your eye, which are most likely to recover it. 

I made our light infantry (the 60th) pass the Duero this day under the 
fire of our cannon, and I left them on the right of the river this afternoon. 
Notwithstanding the enemy’s fire we had nobody hurt. The enemy, 

G. O. Villa Verde. Sd July, ISIS. 

j « * * * * * 

Which sentence has been confirmed by his Excellency the Commander of tlie Forces. 

2. Lieut. - — , of the — , is to be released from his arrest. 

3. The Commander of the Forces has had reason frequently to urge Uie officers of the 
army to treat with respect the auUiorities of die country, and with kindness the people. 

4. All must be sensilile that no people will submit to be treated with contempt, parti- 
cularly not those in authority ; and there is no officer who is not aware tliat, in his own 
country, he dare not conduct himself towards either magistrates or people in tlie manner of 
which there are too frequent instances in this country. 

5. Yet there ore laws here to protect persons in authority from insult, as well as in Eng- 
land ; and it is nut generous or manly to take advantage of the good nature of the people, 
and of their gratitude for the sei vices mideied to them by die army, to insult them. 

6. The Commander of die Forces is determined that he will never pass, unnoticed, con- 
duct of this desciiptioD, and he hopes that Lieut. will take warning from what has 

passed at this Court Murtiol, and from this reprimand, not to insult or amuse himself at the 
expense of the terrors of the people of the country in future. 
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about 8 battalions, took post on a height about a mile or more from the 
river, there being a plain between them and the river. I think we could 
have dislodged them; but it would have answered no purpose. The 
enemy are too near for us to keep the post, unless we should pass over 
the whole army ; which it would not be desirable to do, till we shall have 
found at least one more passage for infantry. I have heard of another at 
Castro Nuiio, which I have sent officers to look at. 

, I rather think, from the reports of this morning from the outposts, 
that Marmont is about to move to his left ; but it is impossible to say, 
as he changes his determination every hour. The infantry certainly 
moved in that direction this morning ; but Stanhope* tells me, that upon 
the firing being heard, some were sent towards Polios, who afterwards 
returned. 

It appears certain that Marmont will not risk an action unless he should 
have an advantage ; and 1 shall certainly not risk one unless I should 
have an advantage ; and matters therefore don’t appear likely to be 
brouglit to tliat criterion very soon. I am anxious to find passages of the 
Duero, in order to be able to take advantage of his detaching troops to 
look for provisions, &c. ; and I wish to gel him to abandon Tordesillas, 
or to destroy the bridge at that place. The possession of that place and 
of its bridge gives him great advantages. It is as near Salamanca alniost 
as Toro, and nearer than Zamora ; and we cannot move to the right or left 
without exposing our communications, so long os he has that bridge. I 
hope, however, to induce him to abandon it. 

1 am afraid that the 1st, 7th, and 4th divisions are encamped in an un- 
wholesome situation, and 1 have desired De Lancey to write to have the 
two former at least encamped at Medina del Campo, getting their water 
from the wells of the town; and the latter 1 proposed to bring towards 
the centre at Foncastin. We wait for the report on the lower part of the 
Zapardiel, before the distribution is made. 1 propose to go to Rueda in 
the morning, to look more accurately at the ground in front of the bridge 
than I could yesterday ; and I propose to establish head quarters there in 
order to be more in the way. 1 will call upon you in my way. 

I have no news whatever from the army of Galicia, or from D’ Urban, 
since the 30th. 

The A,G, to Mq/or Royal, Santarem, and Capt, Kipping, Coimbra. 3d July, 1812. 

Herewith I enclose you a return of men invalided for England at the (Santarem 
and Coimbra) dep6t ; and as great inconvenience has arisen in arranging the 
accounts of invalids at the several hospital stations where invalided, it has been 
found expedient that these men should be forwarded to the depot at Belem for the 
above purpose, preparatory to their embarkation for England. You will therefore 
be pleased to lose no time in taking the necessary steps to send the whole of the 
invalids at the station under your command to Belem, transmitting at the same 
time their accounts, or any other documents that may facilitate the final settlement 
of the accounts on their arrival at that place ; and my former instructions to } ou 
on this head of service are, of course, cancelled. 

The A.G, to Mqjoic. Peacocke, Liebon, 3d July, 1812. 

Great difficulty having arisen in settling the accounts of the invalids at the 

* Capt. the Hon. James Stanhope (brother of Earl Stanhojie), aide de camp to Sir 
T. Gialiam. % 
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depdts vrhere they now are, as latterly proposed, 1 liave the honor to acquaint you 
that the Commandants of the several hospital stations have received instructiona 
from me to forward to Belem the whole of the men invalided for England 
(amounting to about 2000), transmitting at the same time their respective ac- 
counts, in order that this head of service may be facilitated as much as possible. 
Some delay having already existed in sending these men to England, 1 have to 
request you will give the necessary directions that the final settlement of their 
accounts may be made with the greatest expedition. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Rueda, 4th July, 1812, 9 p.m. 

I have not yet received such accounts of the fords as to enable me to 
arrange a plan for tlie attack of the enemy’s detachment opposite Polios. 
The upper fords will certainly not answer. The enemy have shown a 
small detachment (150 men) at Valdestillas this day, which I imagine 
must have come from some of tlie garrisons. Sir Stapleton tells me this 
evening that the troops whiclj marched yesterday to Valladolid have re- 
turned; but he does not say to what place; probably to Simancas. 

I enclose a letter from Marmont to Drouet, of which I have the 3 copies. 
It appears that Bonet was at Aguilar dc Campo which 1 take to be two 
long marches from Valladolid. 

I have written to Adm. Martin to request him to send a vessel to Oporto 
to take you home ; and to write to you to Oporto under cover to Governor 
Trant, to let you know on what day the vessel will have left the Tagus. 
As the post is not yet regularly established, and has not come in lately 
with regularity, I send this letter by a messenger. 

Wishing you a pleasant journey, and the early recovery of your 
sight, believe me, &c. 

To Earl Batliurst. R ;pda. 4th July, 1812. 

I received this day by Col. Gordon your letter of ihc I6th June; and 
I assure you, that the arrangement by which you have been placed at the 
head of the War Department is perfectly satisfactory to me ; and you will 
find that I sliall correspond with you with the same freedom and con- 
fidence as 1 have with your predecessors. 

You will be apprised of the state of affairs here, by my late letters to 
Lord Liverpool. Our principal and great want is money, with which I 
am afraid you cannot supply us sufficiently. But we are really in ter- 
rible distress ; I am afraid, in greater distress than any British army has 
ever felt. 

1 hope that I am strong enough for Marmont at present, whatever force 
he may bring from the Asturias or the army of the North ; but I am 
anxious to get Castafios’ Galician corps forward, in order to establish 
myself well upon the Duero. If we cannot effect that object, we may be 
obliged to fall back. 

* There is Aguilar de Campos, 10 leagues from Valladolid, north east from Medina de 
Rio Scco. Aguilar de Campo on the Pisuerga, in the province of Palcncia, where Gen. 
Bonet ap|)ears to have been, is 23 leagues north from Yulladolid. 


A. G. O. Rueda, 6th July. ISIS. 

1. Lieut Gen. Sir T. Graham having been under the necessity of quitting the army, 
on account of his health, Major Gen. H. Campbell is appointed to command the lit division 
of infantry till further orders. 
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To Riiedm 7th July, 1812. 

At a time when 1 have other important subjects to think of, it is very 
unpleasant to me to be obliged to write to you on the conduct of Capt. 
towards Mr. and Mr of the Commissariat. 

It appears that Mr having refused to issue rations twice in one 

day to Capt. ’s servants, was sent for by Capt. — ; and being then 

employed by Mr. this gentleman desired that Capt. might be 

informed he could not then attend him. Capt. then went to Mr. 

department, and in presence of Mr. ♦***, put Mr in arrest 

for not attending him, notwithstanding that Mr. **** assured him that 
Mr .... was actually employed by him in the public service. 

The Commissariat is a public department, under the particular charge 
and direction of the Commissary Gen. and his officers ; and no officer of 
the army, be his rank what it may, has a right as a matter of course to 
interfere in its duties. I don’t mean to say that the General officers and 
their Staff are not to superintend the performance of their duties by the 
officers of all the departments of the army attached to the particular 
division of troops placed under their command ; but the duty of a General 
and his Staff in respect to these departments is confined to superintend- 
ence ; he cannot give directions, because he is not responsible for the 
performance of the duty of the department ; and when his interference 
goes beyond superintendence, he is liable to be thrown upon his own 
justification. 

Now if the conduct of Capt. is tried by this plain and simple rule, 

he will be found highly deserving of blame. 1 know of no right that 

Capt. had to order the attendance of Mr to give an account 

why rations had not been issued to his servants. If he has that right, every 
officer in the division has the same ; and if all are to exercise it, and all 

are to call for Mr 's attendance when they please, what is to become 

of the issues to the division ? It is clear that he had no such right ; and 
it follows of course, that he exceeded his authority when he placed Mr. 
.... in arrest for not obeying this improper command to attend him. 

But this is not all. He went to the Commissariat, and in presence of 

the Deputy Commissary Gen., who ordered Mr not to attend him, 

placed Mr in arrest. There is certainly no relation of rank between 

the officers of the Commissariat and the officers of the army ; but (putting 
out of the question the unmanly proceeding of putting in arrest a clerk, 
who it appeared had acted, and was acting under the orders of his im- 
mediate principal) it was a most irregular proceeding to put him in arrest 
in the presence of his principal of the rank of Deputy Commissary Gen., 
who very properly, in my opinion, ordered him out of arrest. 

I am very much concerned to be obliged to do any thing unpleasant to 

Capt. , who is an officer for whom I entertain a very high respect ; 

but his conduct has been of such an improper description on this occasion, 
that if he does not make an apology for it, I must remove him from his 
situation on th*e Staff, and send him to join his regiment. 

• I enclose you Mr. report on this transaction ; and I am sorry to 

say that I differ with you upon it But I must ^ct upon my own views, 
or I can’t carry on the service; and I only hop^ that Capt. — will 
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have the good sense to see the impropriety of his conduct, and make that 
atonement for it which every man who is aware that he has conducted 
himself improperly, ought to make. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Rueda, 7th July, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from the Commissary Gen. in regard to the supplies 
demanded by the Portuguese government in this month, enclosed in your 
letter of the 23d June, from which you will see that all the supplies will 
be given, and at what places. 

In regard to money, I know that we have absolutely nme, 

I expect some from England, of which I shall take care that a propor- 
tion, when it docs arrive, shall be given to the Portuguese government. I 
have written repeatedly to England to make known our distresses. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Rueda, 7tli July, 1R12. 

I observe from your letter of the 13th June to the Sec. of State, that 
His Royal Highness does not approve of the mode in which I have 
carried into execution the ])lan for raising Spanish recruits for this army. 
The fact is, that I adopted it because any other that was preferred might 
be adopted in lieu of it ; and I suspected what has turned out to be the 
case, that we should get hut few or no recruits. W e have not got enough 
in the whole army to form one company ; and I am sorry to add that some 
have deserted. 

If His Royal Highness wishes the plan to be altered, and additional 
companies to be added to each regiment, it can be done the moment 1 shall 
receive the notification of his pleasure. 

To Earl Dathunt Pupriu 7th July, 1812. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from Adm. Sir E. 
Pellew, and the copy of one which 1 have written to liim on the plan of 
operations to be adopted on the eastern coast of the Peninsula. 

To Earl Bathurst. Rueda, 7th July, 1812. 

I am concerned to have to inform you, that Lieut. Gen. SirT. Graham, 
having for some time suffered from a disorder in his eyes, has at last been 
obliged to (juit the army, and to return to England in order to apply the 
remedies which are thought necessary. 

1 have every reason to regret the loss of the assistance of Lieut. Gen. 
Sir T. Graham at this moment. 


To Earl Batliurst Rueda, 7th July, 1812. 

The army broke up from the encampment on the Guarena on the 
morning of the 1st inst., and the enemy having retired from Alaejos, en- 
camped on the Trabancos, with the advanced guard at La Nava del Rey. 
Having heard that the enemy had destroyed the bridge of Tordeslllas, and 
knowing, from intercepted letters, that Marshal Marmont intended to take 
a position near this town, our advanced guard crossed the Zapardiel, and 
moved upon Rueda on the morning of the 2d, supported by the left of the 
army, while the right and centre moved towards Medina del Campo. The 
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enemy, however, had not destroyed the bridge over the Diiero, as reported ; 
and the main body of the army had retired upon Tordesillas, leaving the 
rear guard at Rueda. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton immediately attacked the rear guard with 
Major Gen. Anson’s and Major Gen. V. Alten’s brigades of cavalry, and 
drove them in upon the main body at Tordesillas. As the right and centre 
of the army were at a considerable distance, 1 could not bring up a suffix 
cient body of troops in time to attack the enemy during their passage of 
the Duero ; and they effected that operation without material loss, and took 
their position on that river with their right on the heights opposite Polios, 
their centre at Tordesillas, and their left at Simancas on the Pisuerga. 

1 moved our left to Polios on the 3d, and obtained possession of the ford 
over the Duero at that place. But as the ford was scarcely practicable 
for infantry, and the enemy’s corps was strongly posted with a consider- 
able quantity of cannon on the heights which command the plain, on which 
the troops must have formed after crossing the ford ; and as 1 could not 
establish the army on the right of the Duero till I should have adequate 
means of passing the river, 1 did not think it proper to push our troops 
farther. Wc have since been employed in endeavors to discover tlie fords 
of the Duero, which are in general but imperfectly known ; and are wait- 
ing till they become practicable for infantry. By that time I hope that 
the army of Galicia, under Gen. Santocildes, will liave been able to ad- 
vance, the siege of Astorga having been brought to a conclusion. The 
hre against that place opened on the 2d inst., but I have not heard with what 
effect; and 1 have recommended to Gen. Santocildes to leave a small body 
of troops to continue the siege, and to move forward with the remainder. 

Lieut. Gen. the Conde de Amarante remains at Carvajales, and Brig. 
Gen. D’Urban is with his cavalry in rear of the enemy’s right flank at 
Castromonte. The guerrilla Marquifiez is at Palencia. 

Gen. Bonet was at Aguilar de Cainpo in the end of last month, and 
orders have been sent to liim to join the army. As many copies of these 
orders have been intercepted, it is doubtful whether he has received them; 
and I have not heard of his moving. There are no accounts of the move- 
ment of the troops of Uie army of the North. 

By the last accounts from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, of the 1 st inst., he 
was about to move to attack Gen. Drouet, whose force he considered infe- 
rior to that under liis command. 

7%e A,G, to M. le General de la Martinihe, 7th July, 1812. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter with the sum of 
3000 francs for M. Ducliemin, which shall be iinmediattly forwarded to Lisbon 
for that officer, with particular directions to be remitted to him in England should 
he already have left Lisbon. In compliance with the request contained in your 
communication, the serjeant is sent agreeably to the proposed exchange. With 
regard to the further exchange of officers,. 1 am directed by liis Excellency Mar- 
shal the Earl of Wellington to acquaint you that from the time that has elapsed 
since the garrisons of the forts of Salamanca were conducted to Lisbon, his Excel- 
lency is apprelfcnsive that prior to this period they have been embarked for England ; 
but, at the same time, arrangements will be made for exchanging the French officers 
proposed in your letter on their arrival in England, should it meet the wishes of 

Marshal the Due de Raguse to send in Capt. ^nd Lieut. (the former 

of whom has been conceived for some time past to labor under mental derange- 
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ment). His Ezeellenev would feel much pleasure in acceding to the exchange 
submitted for M. Duchemin ; but he is not aware of the regular cartel upon 
occasions of this nature. The Earl of Wellington will, however, most willingly 
embrace the first opportunity of promoting any exchange upon a regular basis for 

that officer. 168 aollars and the baggage of Capt. are sent in by the flag of 

truce. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Rueda, 8th July, 1618. 

I have received your letter of the 4th. If Drouet is reinforced, you will 
of course resume the old position. If you should find that the enemy pro- 
pose to make the siege of Badajoz, after they shall have got their reinforce- 
ments, and shall have dislodged you from Albuera, you must prepare to 
take the position on the hill of Engracia, and keep your communication 
by Campo Maior. 

The enemy have got into a strong situation on the other side of the 
Duero, from which we cannot dislodge them till the river shall fall. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S Cotton, Bait Rueda, 8th July, 181!2, 5 p.u. 

I learn from Polios that cannon and carriages, escorted by troops, were 
passing through San Roman, on the road to Toro, from 10 to 12 last night, 
the numbers of either cannon or troops not stated. 

In a report from Tordesillas, it is stated that 8000 men had marched in 
that direction last night; but this is stated only as a report. It is neces- 
sary to have a good look out kept this night upon the Adaja. Have we 
any thing at Puente de Duero, or any communication with tlie guerrilla 
who is there ? Let me know every thing that passes as soon as possible. 

As I see that Palombini’s division, expected from the army of the North, 
had not arrived at Valladolid this morning, I am inclined to suspect that 
the movement towards Toro, if it is of more than carriages, has nothing to 
do with us, but is directed against Santocildes at Astorga However, it is 
as well to be prepared to collect our troops ; and I have directed that the 
baggage and Commissariat may be pushed out of the town this night. 

1 am going towards Polios to see whether they have made any further 
discovery of fords, and shall be back between 8 and 9, 

P.S. Show this to Beresford. 

To tlie Rt Hon. Sir 11. Wellesley, K.B. Ruetla, 8th July, 1818. 

I enclose my dispatch of yesterday. 

The enemy have got into a very strong position beyond the Duero, to 
which we cannot look till there shall be more fords in the river. 

Sir R. Hill tells me that Soult is about to reinforce Drouet still further, 
and that they talk of the siege of Badajoz. This would ruin every thing. 
1 have given him directions what to do, and 1 think he may prevent the 
siege ; but if Drouet should be reinforced, it is very desirable that Bal- 
lesteros should act. 

To Lieut Geo. Sir T. Ghrabam, K.B. Rueda, 9th July, 1619. 

1 have made no alteration in our position since you left us ; and the 
French have continued in their positions on the fords, which it is impos- 
sible to cross as long as they hold them in such strength. Indeed it would 

VOL. V. 3 b 



738 


SPAIN. 


not answer to cross the river at all in its present state, unless we should 
be certain of having the co-operation of the Galician troops. 

I understand that there was a breach in Astorga yesterday, but 1 doubt 
the inclination of the Spaniards to storm it. 

Bon et has joined ; and on the evening of the 7th the enemy made a 
movement to their right, and Foy’s division arrived at Toro yesterday. 1 
have not heard that any other troops moved in that direction, and 1 
believe not. 

I sec by an intercepted letter that Marmont was a little uneasy at the 
progress of the Galicians and Silveira, and it is probable that these move- 
ments are the cause of Foy’s ; but, at all events, I propose to move 2 divi- 
sions to La Nava del Rey this evening, in case the enemy should entertain 
any design of striking upon our communication. 

1 have an intercepted letter from Marmont to a Gen. Palombini, who is 
coming by Aranda de Duero to join him from the army of the North. He 
had not arrived at Aranda on the 7 th. 

Marmont has dismounted his infantry officers in order to remount 
dragoons. If he takes all the horses, he may get 700; but in a letter 
from Valladolid I see that he gets 400. 

I hope that you bear your journey well. 

P.S. I send this to the Governor of Almeida, with a request that he 
will send it to meet you at Barca d’Alva ; and if you should have passed 
that place, that he should send it to Oporto. 

To Earl Dathuist. Rueda, 0th July, 1812. 

1 received last night your letter of the 24th June, and I don’t delay to 
answer it, as it is possible that there may be an opportunity of sending 
this letter from Lisbon before the next packet will sail. 

You will have seen from my dispatch of the 7th (No. 1) that Sir T. 
Graliam has been obliged to quit the army, but I must inform you that it 
is his determination to return, if he should save one of his eyes. You 
will be able to Icam whether this is probable, and will judge according 
to what you will hear upon this point ; and, regarding the period of his 
absence, whether it is expedient to make any and what arrangement to 
fill his station. 

In regard to the first arrangement to which you have adverted, T have no 
objection to it, excepting that it would mortify Sir Stapleton exceedingly. 

It would likewise be necessary to supersede , upon whose sanity^ 

I am sorry to say, much reliance cannot be placed. He deprived us of 
many of the advantages which would have resulted from Sir R. Hill’s 
expedition to the Tagus in May ; and it is impossible to trust to his judg- 
ment in any critical case. 

In regard to the second arrangement, I have to inform you that I don’t 
believe Lord W. Bentinck will come to Spain ; at least, if he does, it will 
not be till a late period in the scas6n. Besides, in case the event should 
occur for which you wish to provide, you could send an officer from 
England Who would reach the army as soon as Lord W. Bentinck could 
from the eastern coast. 

In respect to the third arrangement, I have great regard for, and enter- 
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tain a very high opinion of, Sir E. Paget; but I think it probable that he 
would not come, on the chance of Sir T. Graham returning to the army. 

Considering that Sir W. Beresford is here, and would naturally have 
considerable influence in the conduct of the operations, 1 acknowledge 
that, although is not exactly the person I should select to com- 

mand an army, I don’t think any evil would result from his holding the 
command for a short time, till you could make a permanent arrangement. 
However, I shall be perfectly satisfied with any arrangement you may 
make. 

Since I wrote my dispatch of the 7th, Bonet has joined the army ; and 
I have a letter from Marmont to Gen. Palombini, directing him to move 
quickly from Aranda de Duero to Valladolid, with the troops of tlie army 
of the North under his command. He is an Italian, and I don’t believe 
his troops are of the best kind. Indeed, it appears, from letters from 
Marmont to the King, that he does not feel great confidence in them ; 
but these letters are written in the Paris cipher, of which we have not 
been able to discover the key. 

Marmont has taken the horses from the officers of tlie army to remount 
the cavalry. This resource, if he carries the arrangement into execution 
strictly, will give him 700 additional cavalry. He has heard of the siege 
of Astorga, and of the collection of force in that direction ; and he detached 
a division towards Toro and Zamora on the night before last, to acquire a 
knowledge of what was going on, 1 believe. This division has been re- 
placed in his line by Uiat of Bonet. 

I hear that a breach was open at Astorga on the 7 th, but I fear that the 
Spaniards will not storm it. If they do not, the Governor will not surrender. 

1 have a letter from Hill of the 4th. Drouet had retired to Ribera, as 
1 expected he would ; but it is reported that additional reinforcements 
have been sent to him, in which case Hill will be obliged to retire upon 
Alhuera. But I have no idea that the French will be strong enough in 
Estremadura to make any impression upon Hill. 

They talk of preparing a train at Seville to lay siege to Badajoz ; but 
that appears impossible, unless tliey should be able to beat Hill out of the 
field. 

Tq Bari Bathurst. Rueda, July, 1812. 

Since 1 wrote my letter this day, I have received one from Sir R. Hill 
of the 5th, from Bienvenida. The French had retired that day from 
Usagre, and their rear guard was at Llera. They will certainly now retire 
entirely into Cordova. 

The A.G, to Offleert commanding at hotpifa/ ttationt. 10th July, 1812. 

I have the honor to inform you that his Excellency the Commander of the 
Forces has determined that no more than 12 men shall be allowed as a guard for 
any hospital station ; and that if it should not be found practicable to keep the men 
in hospital without a sentry at every door, that the doors should be locked. You 
will therefore make the best arrangements you can, and see that no man is de- 
tained at your station who is fit to his duty in the field. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. Rueda, 11th July, 1812, 9 a.m. 

I have had no account from Toro since yesterday at 12 at noon. A part 
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of Foy’s troops, about 800, had then moved in this direction, and the re- 
mainder were at Toro. Very few, if any, had passed the river; and those 
which had passed had done bo only for plunder. They were repairing the 
bridge. 

The enemy yesterday morning moved a body of troops, about 5 batta- 
lions, from the camp opposite Polios to their right, and we were informed 
in the evening that these had halted at San Roman, which place is about 
two miles from Castro Nuno, on the road towards Toro. 1 desired Don 
Julian’s oflScer at Castro Nuno to report to you any event at that place, 
to which it will be necessary for you to attend. Send a Staff officer over 
to Castro Nuno, and let me know the distance from Alaejos, the kind of 
road, country, &c. Yesterday evening the enemy moved about a division 
of infantry from Tordesillas to the camp opposite Polios, as well as I could 
judge ; and about the same number from their left to Tordesillas. I have 
not yet received the morning reports from Polios, but 1 believe matters 
are there in the state in which I left them last night. They are so at 
Tordesillas. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Rueda, llfh July, 1812. 

I enclose a letter which I received yesterday evening from the Marques 
de Monsalud, containing the decipher of a letter from the King to the 
Comte d’Erlon.* I wish that the Marques had sent the ciphered letter 
here, or at least an accurate copy of the decipher, as in this letter there 
are some faults of spelling, &c., and it appears to me that the whole letter 
is too loosely worded to be intended as a military order. It is, besides, 
in its present form, not consistent with the King’s orders to Drouet, of 
which Lord FitzRoy sent you a deciphered copy on the 23d June. 

It is necessary, however, that I should give you some directions for 
your guidance in case that Drouet, finding that he cannot march over you, 
according to the King’s orders of the Slst May, should cross the Tagus, 
according to those of the 21st June. Much will depend upon the force 
with which Drouet will cross the Tagus, and the description of it. If he 
takes across with him all the cavalry he has, you must send across the 
whole of the 2d division of cavalry, with the exception of one British and 
3 Portuguese regiments : if he should take across only one brigade of 
cavalry, you must send one brigade across, Gen. Slade’s, and the 2d hussars. 
If he should take across the Tagus 2 or 3 divisions of infantry, you must 
send across the following troops : Major Gen. Howard’s and Col. Byng’s 
brigades of the 2d division, and Gen. Hamilton’s Portuguese division. 
All these troops must cross by the bridge of Alcantara, respecting which 
you must give timely directions to have it put down. They are then to 
march by the pass of Perales and Guinaldo upon Ciudad Rodrigo, where 
they will receive further orders from me. 

The station for the troops which will remain in Estremadura must 
depend partly upon the strength which the enemy will leave in the pro- 
vince, and partly upon considerations of health. The high grounds about 
Zafra are the" most healthy ; but if, on account of the strength of the 
•enemy in the province, the troops cannot remain there, they must be 

* Lieut. Gen. Drouet. % 
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Tirought back towards Badajoz, &c. It will be necessary that you should 
superintend the movement of these troops till they shall come within 
my reach, and then that you should return, and continue in charge in 
Kstremadura. 

It is not impossible but that the King may meditate an invasion of 
Portugal along the valley of the Tagus by Plasencia, as I see that they 
are very busy at Madrid constructing boats, &c. In order to guard 
against this, therefore, it might be expedient that those troops destined, 
according to these directions, to remain in Estremadura, when the others 
shall come into Castille, should move by easy marches to Caceres, when 
the others shall move upon Alcantara, and should remain there till Drouet 
shall have quitted the valley of the Tagus. If the King should attempt 
to penetrate by the valley of the Tagus, you must defend the passages of 
the Alagon, if you should not be in time to prevent the enemy from 
passing the Tietar ; in this case you will bring your whole force across 
the Tagus, with the exception of the garrison regiments, leaving Estre- 
madura to the care of the Marques de Monsalud. 

P.S. There is a regiment of Portuguese cavalry in the valley of the 
Tagus, under the command of Col. Diggens, and tliree very good 
battalions of militia in Lower Beira, under the command of Brig. Gen. 
Le Cor. 

To Major Oen. H. Clinton. Rueda, 12th July, 1812, 5 p.m. 

By a letter just received from Toro, of 1 1 last night, I find that Foy 
having left that place, had returned there in the evening with part of his 
force, and that the work at the bridge proceeded but slowly. At the same 
time, all the intelligence and the enemy's movements lead to a belief tliat 
their intention is to cross tlie Duero at that place. 

You will see my intentions from the Q. M. G.’s instractions of this day. 
I have ordered Gen. Bradford’s brigade to Castro Nun*), which will give 
us ample time to collect upon our left. 

I write to Don Carlos to desire that any correspondent at Toro may be 
directed to write to you. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Rueda, 12th July, 1812. 

In reference to Dom M. Forjaz’s question regarding the post horses at 
Thomar, Cabaejos, Espinhal, and Foz d’Arou^’e, I have to acquaint you 
that Major Scovell has discontinued to advance the payment of their 
maintenance in consequence of their services not being required for the 
communications of the army ; but of course it rests with tlie Portuguese 
government to decide upon the propriety of keeping up this establish- 
ment. He has also ceased to advance the pay for the support of 4 horses 
of the 10 kept at Golegao, in consequence of the line by Thomar being 
no longer necessary, that by Abrantes being considered fully sufficient 
for the purposes of the army. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Rueda, 13th July, 1812, 1 r.M. 

I have received your letter of the 9th inst., 9 a.m., and you will have 
observed from my letter of yesterday that I had anticipated tlie report 
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expected from you, that Drouet would march in this direction. The 
King, from accounts received last night, appears to be collecting a large 
force at Madrid, particularly in cavalry, and I am apprehensive Ibat, after 
all, the enemy will be too strong for me ; but we shall see. Don’t let 
any time be lost unnecessarily. 

To Earl Bathurst. Rueda, I4th July, 1812. 

Gen. Bonet joined the enemy on the evening of the 7th inst., and they 
have since extended to their right as far as Toro, where they have been 
actively employed in repairing the bridge which they had before de- 
stroyed. It is generally reported that they propose to cross the Duero at 
that point, when they are reinforced by the troops expected from the 
armies of the North and Centre. 

In regard to the reinforcements from the army of the North, I have 
reason to believe that Gen. Caffarelli has altered his intention of sending 
them. Marshal Marmont certainly expected a division under Gen. 
Palomhini, which had been detached from the army of Aragon, at Aranda 
de Duero, in the beginning of this month, hut they have not yet arrived 
there, and I understand have marched towards the Ebro. The King has, 
however, given orders for the collection of the army of the Centre at 
Madrid, and he has abandoned all the posts occupied by that army in La 
Mancha, and those in the valley of the Tagus. 

The posts of Avila and Momheltran, and all those destined for the 
preservation of the communication between the ‘ Armee dc Portugal ’ 
and the army of the Centre, have likewise been abandoned by his orders, 
and the troops have marched to Madrid, in order to enable him to take 
from thence a body of troops. 

I have not any account on which I can rely, of the strength of the army 
of the Centre. It has been stated to he lately as 19,000 men, of which 
5000 cavalry. But this account is much exaggerated, or many of the 
troops must be Spanish Juramentados, 

The King has besides ordered Gen. Drouet to join him with a body of 
troops to be taken from Estremadura ; and from the late movements of 
that General, I conclude that he has received those orders, aTid is about 
to cross the Tagus with a corps of 10,000 men, and to join the army of 
the Centre. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill broke up from Albucra on the 2d inst., and 
moved upon the enemy, who retired before him towards Cordova. His 
last letter is of the 9th, from Llerena; and at that time part of the 
enemy’s force had marched upon Fuente Ovejuna from Berlanga; and 
Gen. Drouet with 10,000 men, with a very small proportion of artillery, 
had marched through Campillo upon Zalamca. 

Sir R. Hill has been informed of the King’s order, that Gen. Drouet 
should cross the Tagus and join the army of the Centre, and he has 
marched after him ; and I ordered him to detach a force to join this 
army, proportionate to that which Gen. Drouet should take with him 
across the Tagus, as soon as I was made acquainted with the King’s order 
to Gen. Drouet. 

*1 have no authentic account of the siege of Astorga of a later date than 
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the 5th inat., at which period Gen. Santocildes, who was conducting that 
operation, entertained no hopes of bringing it to an early termination, and 
he expected to be in want of ammunition. It is reported that there are 
two breaches in the place ; but I am apprehensive that there is no founda- 
tion for these reports. 

The enemy’s position on the Duero is very strong, and their army is 
sufficient to occupy it. On their right they have the strong places of 
Zamora and Toro, which cannot he taken excepting by a regular attack. 
Their left rests upon the Pisuerga, which is not fordable any wlicre. 
They have a fortided post at Simancas, where there is a bridge over that 
river, and they have fortified, and have a garrison in Valladolid, where 
there is another bridge. They occupy witli their army, and nearly 100 
pieces of cannon, the bridge of Tordesillas, and the heights which com- 
mand the fords of the Duero, from Toro to the Pisuerga. 

It is obvious that we could not cross the river without sustaining great 
loss, and could not fight a general action under circumstances of greater 
disadvantage than those which would attend the attack of the enemy’s 
position on the Duero. In truth, the enemy’s numbers are equal, if not 
superior to ours ; they have in their position twice the amount of the 
artillery which we have, and we are superior in cavalry alone, whicli arm, 
it is probable, could not be used in the attack we should have to make. 

I have again written to suggest the expediency that the siege of Astorga 
should be carried on by those troops only which are necessary for the 
operation, and that the remainder of the army of Galicia should he brought 
forward to the Esla ; but in the mean time, I have deemed it expedient to 
order Gen. D’Urban to cross the Duero, and join the army with the Por- 
tuguese cavalry, in order to be more equal to the enemy in that important 
arm, even though the King should not join the ‘ Armie de Portugal^ with 
a reinforcement from the army of the Centre. 

I expect that the 5th, 38th, and 82d regts. will inj»j the army in the 
course of the next 3 weeks ; and there are not less than 2000 recruits and 
convalescents on the road. But at this season of the year it is impossible 
to rely upon the fitness for service of troops just arrived, or recovered 
from sickness, after such a march. I likewise hope that the dctacliment 
from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill’s corps will be near us almost as soon as 
Gen. Drouet can join the army of the Centre. 

I have Uiis day received a letter from Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, 
of the Oth June, in ^hich he has enclosed the copy of one of the same 
date to the Earl of Liverpool, from which 1 am concerned to observe that 
his Lordship does not propose to carry into execution the operations on 
the eastern coast of the Peninsula, which had been in contemplation, until 
he shall have tried the success of another plan on the coast of Italy. I am 
apprehensive that this determination may bring upon us an additional 
force of the army of Aragon, but I still hope that I shall be able to retain 
at the close of the campaign those acquisitions which we made at its com- 
mencement. 


To Earl Bathurst. Rueda, I4th July, 1812. 

1 have but little to add to my official dispatch of this day. The deter 
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mination of * to land in Italjr if a great disappointment to me. 

Hif arrival upon the Eastern coast at this moment, which would have 
been certain, would have relieved me effectually. He would have taken 
Tarragona, and most probably Valencia, and we should have made a 
glorious campaign of it altogether. His success in this Peninsula, or 
even his appearance here, would have had permanent good effects. I 
hope that he has decided right, and that he will be successful where he is 
going; but I cannot believe that the French will allow 15,000 British 
and Neapolitan troops to remain in Italy ; and I am apprehensive that, 
however successful he may be at first, he will eventually be obliged to 
embark. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Welleeley, K.B. Rueda, 19th July, 1813. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d inst. 

I concur entirely with you respecting the expediency of Gen. Bal- 
lesteros carrying on his operations at present on the side of Gibraltar. 

It is true that I at one time preferred that he should be in the Condado 
de Niebla ; and 1 think it not improbable that occasions might occur in 
which it might be possible to concert an operation with more advantage 
between his corps and the allied troops in Estremadura if he were in the 
Condado de Niebla, than it is, his troops being in the neighbourhood of 
Gibraltar. But it must be observed that the great object of all, the safety 
of Gen. Ballesteros’ corps, is best provided for in his station near Gib- 
raltar. ,From the activity of his operations likewise, and the greater 
scope there is for them from Gibraltar than from Niebla, I think it very 
doubtful whether they could be carried on with so much advantage from 
any station on the right of the Guadalquivir. 

From the information received of the strength of the French army of 
the South, and from the account which you transmitted in your letter of 
the 12th June of the nature of the enemy’s works at Seville, 1 consider it 
quite certain that Gen. Ballesteros could not gain possession of the Car- 
thusian convent, and he would have no chance of entering the city from 
the right of the Guadalquivir. All that we can expect from Gen. Bal- 
lesteros is, that he should, by his operations, prevent as many of the 
enemy as he can from quitting Andalusia to carry their operations into 
Estremadura. They must maintain the blockade of Cadiz; they must 
have garrisons in Seville, and in their works on the Guadalete ; and like- 
wise one in Malaga, if Gen. Ballesteros should remain where he is, and 
a corps of observation on his movements. 1 should hope that, after pro- 
viding for those services, they would not have the power of detaching into 
Estremadura such a number as would overpower Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill. 

An attack upon Seville is doubtless the operation in Andalusia which ie 
most likely to have decided effect ; but that should not be undertaken 
which the evidence before us proves cannot be accomplished. We must 
not lose in an undertaking of this description such a corps as that under 
the command of Gen. Ballesteros ; and if we cannot undertake that ope- 
ration, of which the successful result would have the most decided effects, 
we must others, of which the success is more easily attainable, although 
the advantage to be derived will be smaller. 
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These general principles will be perfectly understood ; and I am con- 
vinced that Gen, Ballesteros will do every thing in his power to prevent 
the enemy from detaching largely to Estremadura, particularly now that 
1 have been obliged to order a detachment of Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill’s 
troops across the Tagus. 


To the nt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Rueda, Iftth July, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 2d ; and I enclose one for Sir E. 
Pellew, which I beg you to peruse and forward. 

Lord W. Bentinck’s decision is fatal to the campaign, at least at present. 
If he should land any where in Italy, he will, as usual, be obliged to 
re-embark ; and we shall have lost a golden opportunity here. 

I have an intercepted letter, stating that the King would collect 12,000 
men, of which 6 regiments are cavalry. 

Castahos tells me he has ordered the Galician army to Benavente ; but 
I have no account of it from Santocildes. 

1 enclose my dispatch of yesterday. 

To Hii Excellency C. Stuart Rueda, 15th July, 1812. 

I have just received your letter of the Bth, and 1 return the estimates 
for July. 1 have not yet heard of the money expected from England. 
Till it arrives I can give nothing. 

1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will mention this subject to 
Lord Castlereagh, as I have to Lord Liverpool and Lord Bathurst. War 
cannot be carried on without money. We are to find money as we can, at 
the most economical rate of exchange, and then comes Lord W. Bentinck 
to Gibraltar, and carries off four millions of dollars, giving one shilling 
for each more than we give ; and after all, he sends his troops upon some 
scheme to some part of Italy, and not to the Eastern coast of the Peninsula, 
as ordered by government, and arranged with me. 

1 have never been in such distress as at present, and some serious mis- 
fortune must happen if the government don’t attend seriously to the 
subject, and adopt some measures to supply us regularly with money. 
The arrears and distresses of the Portuguese government are a joke to 
ours, and if our credit were not better, we should certainly starve. As it 
is, if we don’t find means of paying our bills for butchers’ meat, there 
will be an end to the war at once. 

1 have not leisure to go through the returns ; but there never was any 
thing so fallacious as the statement of 45,000 militia in arms in March 
and April, or 25,000 at other times. The whole militia are now. dis- 
banded, excepting 4 battalions with Silveira, 3 battalions in Almeida, and 
about 4000 men in the garrison of Alentejo. I fully believe that the 
establishments would not amount to half the number of 25,000, and the 
effectives to be paid, not to one quarter of it. I shall speak to Sir W. 
Beresford on the subject. 


To Lieut. Gen. Bir T. Graham, K.B. La Nava del Bey, I6th July, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from Adm. Martin, from which you will see that he 
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wiM to send the Peterel to Oporto for your use on the 9th. I think it 
probable that that ship will have arrived before you will. 

Since my last Marmont has continued to reinforce his right to Toro, and 
at last, this morning, has moved every thing from opposite Polios. I came 
here last night, and have not yet received the reports from Tordesillas. 
The enemy have continued to repair the bridge of Toro, and Marmont was 
there yesterday. Astorga is not taken, but I believe Santocildes is at Be- 
navente. It is impossible to communicate with him excepting by a very 
circuitous route. Either the Galician army have induced Marmont to 
collect his troops near Toro, or he has heard that the King is collecting 
the army of tlic Centre at Madrid ; and he threatens our left and our com- 
munications in order to prevent us from molesting the King. I should 
think that he would do the business more effectually by his left. But he 
would then leave the communication open between Santocildes and us. 

The King has ordered Drouet to cross the Tagus, and we thought some 
days ago that he was about to obey that order. But by a letter from Hill 
of the 12th, from Llerena, just received, I find they have sent to Zalamea 
3 regiments of infantry and a small body of cavalry ; the main body of the 
army having retired into Cordova. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. La Nava del Rey, 16th July, 1812. 

1 have just received your letter of the 12th, and 1 hope that, being con- 
vinced that the enemy were not carrying into execution the King^s orders 
of the 23d June, you will not have detached tlie troops, notwithstandiiig 
my orders of the 11th and 13th. I have tliis day got a letter from the 
King to Marmont of the 9th, in cipher, whicli I cannot entirely decipher ; 
it appears, however, that he thinks that Drouet cannot cross the Tagus, and 
I suspect that he has ordered Gen. Treillard to collect some troops in the 
valley of tlie Tagus, and to move up by Plasencia. 

I think it desirable, therefore, at all events, that Gen. Campbell’s Por- 
tuguese and Col. Byng’s British brigades, and a brigade of Portuguese 
artillery, should move in the direction of Merida, and there remain. Let 
Gen. Campbell put himself in communication with Col. Diggens, who is 
at Plasencia with a regiment of Portuguese cavalry ; and if he should find 
the enemy advancing in that direction, he is to move by Caceres or Alcan- 
tara (to order the bridge to be laid for himself)* to cross the Tagus, and 
beat Treillard, if he is sufficiently strong ; if be is not, he will retire before 

G. O. 1^ Nava del Rey, Ifitli July, 1813. 

1. The Commander of the Forces particularly requests the attention of tlie Commissariat, 
attached to divisions and brigades of infantry and to regiments of cavalry, and of the 
General oflicers of the army, and commanding officen of regiments, to the orders which 
have been issued regarding the cutting of forage. 

2. He desires that whenever it is jMMsible, grass may be given to the horses and other 
animals, instead of straw with com ui tlie ear. 

3. The Assist. Provosts must be employed to prevent the plunder of the com fields, and 
their destruction by turning cattle into them. 

4. In consequence of the number of foreign troops serving in the allied army, the practice 
of giving out a parole or countersign has been discontinued ; but all out sentries and videttes 
should be particularly instracted to allow no person whatever to pass their post after night- 
fall. 

5. All persons attempting to pass their post should be stopped till the guard can be 
turned out, and each person can be examine. This order is refeirible of course only to 

*\he out sentries. 
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him on Gastello Branco, and thence into the strong country between the 
Tagus and the Zezere : if he should retire beyond Gastello Branco, he will 
order the bridge of Villa Velha to be taken up, and floated gradually down 
the river. Let Gen. Gampbell take Col. Diggens under his orders, if be 
should cross the Tagus. 

I am not quite certain that Treillard will not cross the Tagus and join 
Drouet ; but if that should be the case, Gen. Gampbell cannot be better 
placed than at Merida, neither can he be better placed than at Merida if 
Drouet should carry into execution the King’s orders of the 23d June. 
Drouet cannot, at all events, cross the Guadiana by Medellin. It will be 
necessary that some of your cavalry should attend Gen. Gampbcll’s move- 
ment, but they need not stay with him, as he will And cavalry on the right 
of the Tagus. It may be a question whether you ought to stay so fur 
forward as Llerena when you shall send away Gen. Gampbell, of which 
you must be the best judge : of course, if Drouet should cross the Tagus, 
you will do as directed in my letter of the 11th July, and it will be parti- 
cularly necessary to attend to that part of it which relates to the force to 
come to Caceres, in case of Treillard becoming part of the game with 
Drouet in the valley of the Tagus. 

Remember that the bridge of Alcantara takes lime to be prepared for 
the passage of troops. 

P.S. Marmont has collected his troops about Toro, with what object I 
don’t know ; but we have rather drawn in our right. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. La Nava del Rey, 16th July, 1812, 7 a.k. 

The only alteration which I wish to make in your instructions, in con- 
sequence of the enemy’s great movement to their right, and the movement 
which we made yesterday evening, is, that in case the enemy should cross 
the river at Toro, or the fords below Castro Nuno, you should move at 
once upon Fuente la Pena with the 6th division, and 2 reg’ments of Gen. 
Le Marcliant’s brigade. I will order the Ith division to follow you as soon 
as the other troops from the right shall approach Alaejos. You should 
endeavor to get some peasants to watch what passes at the bridge of Toro 
at night, and desire Lieut. Shanahan to do the same. These movements 
of Marmont are certainly intended to divert our attention from the army 
of the Centre, which is collecting at Madrid ; if he knows of this circum- 
stance, which 1 doubt. 

1 have a letter from Lord W. Bentinck of the 9th June. He had sent 
the 1st division of the expedition to Minorca, and the 2d division was about 
to go to Sardinia ; but neither of them destined for the operations con- 
certed on the eastern coast of the Peninsula. He has determined ia lieu 
thereof to try his fortune in Italy with 15,000 men, instead of 6000 
which he was to send into Spain. 1 hope he will succeed ; but 1 doubt it. 
There is no solid foundation for his plan. He has not even fixed the de- 
grees of latitude for his operations, much less the place of his landing, nor 
arranged any of the circumstances which ought to be settled before such a 
service should be entered on. The French cannot have less than 15,000 
men in Italy, and I fear that he will be obliged to re-embark. If he were 
again to alter his determination, and now to appear upon the coast of Spain, 
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I believe the army of the Centre would do us but little harm ; at the same 
time that he would succeed in his objects. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. La Nava del Rey, 16th July, 1812, } before 9 am. 

Since I wrote to you I have heard from Gen. Picton that the enemy 
have withdrawn entirely from opposite Polios a very large body of cavdry 
in the morning early, and their infantry at about and marched in the 
direction of Toro. 

I am anxious to hear from you what movements th^ have made on their 
left 

To Major Oen. H. Clinton. La Nava del Rey, 16th July, 1812, 6 p.m. 

Gen. Picton has informed me at 9}, that the enemy had sent a battalion 
and a few cavalry out of the wood of Cubillas to the heights opposite his 
left. 

I have just now heard from Gen. D’Urban, who commands about 800 
or 900 Portuguese cavalry, which have hitherto been in the rear of tlie 
enemy ; but thinking they could be more useful on this side of the Duero, 
I desired him to cross the river ; and he is to be this night in the wood of 
El Pinero, which you will see in the map about a league south from 
Benialbo, and about the same distance east by north from Fuentes Preadas, 
on our left of the Val-de-finjas road. I wish you would communicate with 
him this night through Lieut. Shanahan. The officer at Val-de-firijas 
might also communicate with him. 

Let Gen. D’Urban know that I wish him to be on our left of the Val- 
de-hnjas road, observing the enemy’s movements from the neighbourhood 
of Toro, and keeping his communication with Lieut. Shanahan and you. 
In case the enemy should cross the Duero, and he should be obliged to 
retire, he must join the 6th division on the Guareha. He must let you 
know beforehand if he should want provisions, and 1 will take care that 
he shall be supplied. From the accounts received by the officer who 
brought D’ Urban’s letter, I guess that the enemy are en nuzsse between 
Toro and the Palacio de Cubillas. They have nothing on their right of 
Toro, and nothing in the valleys in their rear. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. La Nava del Rey, 16th July, 1812, 6^ p.ii 

Since I wrote to you half an hour ago, I have received an intercepted 
letter, which makes it clear that the enemy propose to cross the Duero. 

I beg that you will communicate this night with the officer belonging 
to Don Carlos’ corps at Villa Franca, in order to receive the earliest 
information of the enemy’s movements on the Duero, whether at that ford 
or at the bridge of Toro, where 1 think it certain that the enemy will 
cross. If you should move upon Fuente la Pena, send your baggage to 
CaTiizal. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. DeNava dd Rey, 10th July, 1812^ 7 p.m. 

I have just now heard that the enemy have crossed the Duero at Toro 
in strength, and are in march upon Villa Buena. If you have not already 
Tuoved, you should move immediately on Fuente la Peiia. 
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1 order the let divieion to march immediately; and the 7th must follow 
you as soon as the 1st shall cross the Trabancos. 

The A.O, to Unit, Col. Botnoriot Aui.G,, l«f divitiom. 16th July, 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 13th inat, 1 am directed to acquaint you that 
the General officer commanding the division is empowered to approve of the sen- 
tences of General Regimental Courts Martial. In all cases, however, the pro- 
ceedings are to be transmitted to the Dep. Jud^e Advocate at head quarters, who 
will forward them to the Judge Advocate Gen. in England, agreeably to the direc- 
tions contained in the circular on that head. 

To Earl Bathurst Cabrerizos, near Salamanca, 2lst July, 1812. 

In the course of the 15th and 16th the enemy moved all their troops to 
the right of their position on the Duero, and their army was concentrated 
between Toro and San Roman. A considerable body passed the Duero 
at Toro, on the evening of the 16th ; and 1 moved the allied army to their 
left on that night, with an intention to concentrate on the Guarena. 

It was totally out of my power to prevent the enemy from passing the 
Duero at any point at which he might think it expedient, as he had in his 
possession all the bridges over that river, and many of the fords ; but he 
recrossed that river at Toro in the night of the 16th, moved his whole 
army to Tordesillas, where he again crossed the Duero on the morning of 
the 1 7th, and assembled his army on that day at La Nava del Rey ; having 
marched not less than 10 leagues in the course of the 17th. 

The 4th and Light divisions of infantry, and Major Gen. Anson’s bri- 
gades of cavalry, had marched to Castrejon on the night of the 16th, with 
a view to the assembly of the army on the Guarena, and were at Castrejou 
under the orders of Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton on the 17th, not having 
been ordered to proceed farther, in consequence of my knowledge that 
the enemy had not passed the Duero at Toro, and there was not time to 
call them in between the hour at which I received the intelligence of the 
whole of the enemy’s army being at La Nava and daylight of the morning 
of the 18th. I therefore took measures to provide for their retreat and 
junction, by moving the 5th division to Torrecilla de la Orden ; and Major 
Gen. Le Marchant’s, Major Gen. Alten’s, and Major Gen. Bock’s brigades 
of cavalry to Alaejos. 


G. O. Puente la PeQn, 17tli July, 1612. 

1. Tlie Commander of the Forces is anxious that during die period that the army will 
be so near the enemy as at present, an arrangement should lie adopted resjiecting the bag- 
gage, ammunition, and commissariat with the triKim, which shall give them and their offi- 
cers all the convenience of having the baggage with tliem, and sh^ provide that it shall 
not impede the movements of die army. 

2. During the continuance of the hot weather the Commander of the Forces requMts that 
the troops s&ll be cantoned in a town during the day, if that is practicable ; but they inva- 
riably must be out of the town at night, and the staff officers must make themselves 
acquainted with all the roads round the town, so as to be able to conduct the troops to any 
road by which it may be necessary to order them to march without passing through the 
town. 

3. All baggage and storef of all descriptions must be packed every evening at sunset, 
and must be placed in a convenient situadoii out of the town, excepting the baggage of tlie 
General officers who may reside in the town, and the animals to carry me baggage must ^ 
near it. 

4. All baggage and stores, every morning at the hour the troops turn out, must be loaded 
till the troops shall be dismissed. 
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The enemy attacked the troops at Castrejon at the dawn of day of the 
iSthy and Sir S. Cotton maintained the post without suffering any loss till 
the cavalry had joined him. Nearly about the same time the enemy turned, 
by Alaejos, the left flank of our position at Castrejon. 

The troops retired in admirable order to Torrecilla de la Orden, having 
the enemy’s whole army on their flank, or in tlieir rear, and thence to the 
Guareila, which river they passed under the same circumstances, and 
■ effected their junction with the army. The Guarena; which runs into tlie 
Duero, is formed by 4 streams, which unite about a league below Canizal, 
and the enemy took a strong position on the heights on the right of that 
river; and 1 placed the 5th, 4th, and Light divisions on the opposite 
heights, and had directed the remainder of the army to cross the Upper 
Guarena at Vallesa, in consequence of the appearance of the enemy’s 
intention to turn our right. 

Shortly after his arrival, however, the enemy crossed the Guarena at 
Castrillo, below the junction of the streams ; and manifested an intention 
to press upon our left, and to enter the valley of Canizal. Major Gen. 
Alton’s brigade of cavalry, supported by the 3d dragoons, were already 
engaged with the enemy’s cavalry, and had taken, among other prisoners, 
the French General de Carrie ; and I desired Lieut. Gen. the lion. G. L. 
Cole to attack with Major Gen. W. Anson’s and Brig. Gen. Harvey’s 
brigades of infantry, the latter under the command of Col. Stubbs, the 
enemy’s infantry, which were supporting their cavalry. He immediately 
attacked and defeated them with flie 27th and 4()th regts., which advanced 
to the charge with bayonets, Col. Stubbs’ Portuguese brigade supporting; 
and the enemy gave way ; many were killed and wounded ; and Major 
Gen. A1 ten’s brigade of cavalry having pursued the fugitives, 240 pri- 
soners were taken. 

In these affairs, Lieut. Gen. the Hon. G, L. Cole, Major Gen. V. Alien, 
Major Gen. W. Anson, Lieut. Cols. Arentschildt of the 1st hussars, and 
Hervey of the 14th light dragoons ; Lieut. Col. Maclean of the 27th, and 
Major Archdall of the 40th ; Col. Stubbs, Lieut. Col. Anderson, command- 
ing the 11th, and Major de Azeredo, commanding the 23d Portuguese 
regts., distinguished themselves. The enemy did not make any further 
attempt on our left, but having reinforced their troops on that side, and 
withdrawn those which had moved to their left, 1 brought back ours from 
Vallesa. 

On the 19th, in the afternoon, the enemy withdrew all the troops from 
their right, and marched to their left by Tarazona, apparently with an 
intention of turning our right. I crossed the Upper Guarena at Vallesa 
and £1 Olmo, with the whole of the allied army, in the course of that 
evening and night ; and every preparation was made for the action which 
was expected on the plain of Vallesa on the morning of the 20th. But 
shortly after daylight the enemy made another movement, in several 
columns, to his left along the height^ of the Guarena, which river he 
crossed below Cantalapiedra, and encamped last night at Babila-fuente and 
Villoruela; and the allied army made a corresponding movement to its 
right to Cantalpino, and encamped last^ night at Cabeza Vellosa, the 6th 
division and Major Gen. Alton’s brigade of cavalry being upon the Tormee 
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at Aldea Lengua. During these movements, there have been occasional 
cannonades, hut without loss on our side. 

I have this morning moved the left of the army to the Tormes, where 
the whole are now concentrated ; and I observe that the enemy have also 
moved towards the same river near Huerta. The enemy’s object hitherto 
has been to cut off my communication with Salamanca and Ciudad Rodrigo, 
the want of which he knows well would distress us very materially. The 
wheat harvest has not yet been reaped in Castille, and even if we had 
money, we could not now procure any thing from the country, unless we 
should follow the example of the enemy, and lay waste whole districts, in 
order to procure a scanty subsistence of unripe wheat for the troops. 

It would answer no purpose to attempt to retaliate upon the enemy, 
even if it were practicable. The French armies in Spain have never had 
any secure communication beyond the ground which they occupy ; and 
provided the enemy opjiosed to them is not too strong for tliem, they are 
indifferent in respect to the quarter from which their operations are 
directed, or on which side they carry them on. 

Ihe ‘ Armee de Portugal ’ has been surrounded for the last 6 weeks, 
and scarcely over a letter reaches its commander; but tlie system of 
organised rapine and plunder, and the extraordinary discipline so long 
established in the French armies, enable it to subsist at the expense of the 
total ruin of the country in which it has been placed ; and I am not certain 
that Marshal Marmont has not now at liis command a greater quantity of 
provisions and supplies of every description than we have. Any move- 
meiit upon his flatik, therefore, would only tend to augment the embar- 
rassments of our own situation, while it would have no effect whatever 
upon that of the enemy ; even if such a movement could have been made 
with advantage as an operation purely military : this, however, was not the 
case, and when the French attempted to turn our right, I had the choice 
only of marching towards Salamanca, or of attacking the enemy in a posi- 
tion highly advantageous to him, which, for several reasons, 1 did not think 
expedient. 

I have invariably been of opinion, that unless forced to fight a battle, it 
is better that one should not be fought by tlie allied army, unless under 
such favorable circumstances as that there would be reason to hope that 
the allied army would be able to maintain the field, while those of the 
enemy should not. Your Lordship will have seen by the returns of the‘2 
armies that we have no superiority of numbers, even over that single army 
immediately opposed to us ; indeed, I believe that the French army is of 
the two the strongest ; and it is certainly equipped with a profusion of artil- 
lery double ours in numbers, and of larger calibres. It cannot be attacked 
therefore in a chosen position, without considerable loss on our side. 

To this circumstance, add that I am quite certain that Marshal Mar- 
mont’s army is to be joined by the King’s, which will be 10,000 or 12,000 
men, with a large proportion of cavalry, and that troops are still expected 
from the army of the North, and some are ordered from that of the South ; 
and it will be seen that 1 ought to consider it almost impossible to remain 
in Castille after an action, the circumstances of which should not have been 
io advantageous as to have left the allied army in a situation of comparative 
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Atraigtliy while that of the enemy should have been much weakened. I 
have therefore determined to cross the Tormes, if the enemy should ; to 
cover Salamanca as long as I can ; and above all, not to give up our com- 
munication with Ciudad Rodrigo ; and not to fight an action, unless under 
very advantageous circumstances, or it should become absolutely ne- 
cessary. 

Since I wrote to your Lordship on the 14th, I have learnt that Gen. 
Drouet had not crossed the Guadiana, nor had he moged in that direction. 
Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill therefore still remains at Llerena. 

The siege of Astorga continues. Gen. Santocildes had detached a divi- 
sion of 4000 infantry, under Gen. Cabrera, to Benavente. Gen. D’Urban, 
with the Portuguese cavalry, joined on the left of the allied army, on the 
17 th inst. 

The enemy abandoned and destroyed the fort of Mirabete on the Tagus 
on the 11th inst., and the garrison marched to Madrid to form part of the 
army of the Centre. They were reduced to 5 days* provisions. From all 
that 1 have seen and heard, I am quite certain that the King is making 
every effort to collect a body of troops to oppose us. 

P.S. 1 enclose a return of the killed and wounded on the 18th inst 


Return of the killed, wounded, and missiufr of the anny near Castrejon, on the 
18LU July, 1812. 



Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

British • • « . . 

61 

297 

27 

Portuguese • . • • 

84 

96 

27 

Total • . • 

95 

393 

64 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. On the heights near Alba de Torme^ 23d July, 1812. 

I write to let you know that we beat Marshal Marmont’s army yesterday 
evening, near Salamanca, and they are now in full retreat, and we are fol- 
lowing them. 

Our loss has not been severe, 1 believe, in men : Marshal Beresford, . 
Gens. Leith, Cole, and Y . Alten, are wounded ; Gen. Le Merchant killed. 
Sir S. Cotton was likewise wounded last night by a shot from one of our 
own sentries, who took him for one of the enemy. 

We have taken a good many prisoners and cannon, above 3000 of the 
former, and I should think 20 of the latter, and 1 understand 2 eagles. All 
the troops behaved admirably. 

P.S. Let the Marques de Monsalud know of these circumstances. 


G. O. Tordilloi. sad July. 1818 . 

1. The Commander of the Forces returns his thanks to the General officers, officers, and 
troops for their conduct in the action with the enemy on the 22d inst, of whi<h he wiU not 
fail to make to 11. R. H. the Prince Regent the favorable report that it deserves. 

2 He trusts that the events of yesterday have impressed all with a coiivicliou that mili- 
tary success depends upon troops obeying the orders which they receive, and preserving 
the order of their formation in action, and that upon no occasion they will allow toemselves 
td depart from it for one moment. 
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To Major G«d. Peaeooke. FlotM de Avila, 34di July, 1813. 

I beg that if Lord R. Manners is not quite well when you shall receive 
this letter, you will tell him from me that I desire he will go to England 
forthwith. It is of no use his endeavoring to struggle through the next 2 
months in the Peninsula, which are the most unhealthy of the whole year. 
The sooner he goes, the sooner he will return. 

To Earl Bathunt. « Florei de Avila, 34th July, 1813. 

My aide de camp, Capt. Lord Clinton, will present to your Lordship 
this account of a victory which the allied troops under my command 
gained in a general action, fought near Salamanca on the evening of the 
22d inst., which I have been under tiie necessity of delaying to send till 
now, having been engaged ever since the action in the pursuit of the 
enemy’s flying troops. 

In my letter of the 2l8t, I informed your Lordship that both armies 
were near the Tormes ; and the enemy crossed that river with the greatest 
part of his troops, in the afternoon, by the fords between Alba de Tormes 
and Huerta, and moved by their left towards the roads leading to Ciudad 
Rodrigo. The allied army, with the exception of the 3d division, and 
Gen. D’Urban’s cavalry, likewise crossed the Tormes in the evening by 
the bridge of Salamanca and the fords in the neighbourhood; and 1 placed 
the troops in a position, of which the right was upon one of the two 
heights called Dos Arapiles, and the left on the Tormes, below the ford of 
S** Marta. The 3d division, and Brig. Gen. D’Urban’s cavalry, were left 
at Cabrerizos, on the right of the Tormes, as the enemy had still a large 
corps on the heights above Babila-fuente, on the same side of the river . 
and I considered it not improbable that, finding our army prepared for 
them in the morning on the left of the Tormes, they would alter their 
plan, and manoBuvre by the other bank. 

In the course of the night of the 21st, I received iiiteliigence, of the 
truth of which 1 could not doubt, that Gen. Chauvel had arrived at Polios 
on the 20th with the cavalry and horse artillery of the army of the North, 
to join Marshal Marmont ; and I was quite certain that these troops would 
join him on the 22d or 23d at latest. 

There was no time to be lost therefore; and 1 determined that, if cir- 
cumstances should not permit me to attack him on the 22d, 1 would move 
towards Ciudad Rodrigo without further loss of time, as the difference of 
the numbers of cavalry might have made a march of manoeuvre, such as 
we have had for the last 4 or 5 days, very difficult, and its result doubtful. 

During the night of the 2lBt, the enemy had taken possession of the 
village of Calvarassa de Arriba, and of the heights near it called N. S. de 
la Pena, our cavalry being in possession of Calvarassa de Abaxo; and 
shortly after daylight, detachments from both armies attempted to obtain 
possession of the more distant from our right of the two hills called Dos 
Arapiles. The enemy, however, succeeded ; their detachments being the 
strongest, and having been concealed in the woods nearer the hill than we 
were ; by which success they strengthened materially their own position, 
and had in their power increased means of annoying ours. 

In the morning the light troops of the ’Ith division, and the 4th caqadores 
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belonging to Gen. Pack’s brigade, were engaged with the enemy on the 
height called N. S. de la Pena, on which height they maintained them- 
selves with the enemy throughout the day. The possession by the enemy, 
however, of the more distant of the Arapiles rendered it necessary for me 
to extend the right of the army enpolence to the height behind the village 
of Arapiles, and to occupy that village with light infantry ; and here I 
placed the 4th division, under the command of Lieut. Gen. the Hon. L. 
Cole : and although, from the variety of the enemyls movements, it was 
difficult to form a satisfactory judgment of his intentions, I considered 
that upon the whole his objects were upon the left of the Tormes. I 
therefore ordered Major Gen. the Hon. E. Pakenham, who commanded 
the 3d division in the absence of Lieut. Gen. Picton, on account of ill 
health, to move across tlie Tormes with the troops under his command, 
including Brig. Gen. D’Urban’s cavalry, and to place himself behind 
Aldea Tejada ; Brig. Gen. Bradford’s brigade of Portuguese infantry, and 
Don Carlos de Espaha’s infantry, having been moved up likewise to the 
neighbourhood of Las Torres, between the 3d and 4th divisions. 

After a variety of evolutions and movements, the enemy appears to 
have determined upon his plan about 2 in the afternoon ; and, under 
cover of a very heavy cannonade, which, however, did us but very little 
damage, he extended his left, and moved forward his troops, apparently 
with an intention to embrace, by the position of his troops, and by his fire, 
our post on that of the two Arapiles which we possessed, and from thence to 
attack and break our line, or, at all events, to render difficult any movement 
of ours to our right. The extension of his line to his left, however, and its 
advance upon our right, notwithstanding that his troops still occupied very 
strong ground, and his position was well defended by cannon, gave me an 
opportunity of attacking him, for which I had long been anxious. I rein- 
forced our right with the .5th division, under Lieut. Gen. Leith, which I 
placed behind the village of Arapiles, on the right of the 4th division, and 
with the 6th and 1th divisions in reserve ; and as soon as these troops had 
taken their station, I ordered Major Gen. the Hon. E. Pakenham to move 
forward with the 3d division and Gen. D’Urban’s cavalry, and 2 squadrons 
of the 14th light dragoons, under Lieut. Col. Ilervey, in 4 columns, to turn 
the enemy’s left on the heights ; while Brig. Gen. Bradford’s brigade, the 
5th division, under Lieut. Gen. Leith, the 4th division, under Lieut. Gen. 
the Hon. L. Cole, and the cavalry under Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, should 
attack them in front, supported in reserve by the 6th division, under 
Major Gen. Clinton, the 7th, under Major Gen. Hope, and Don Carlos de 
Espana’s Spanish division ; and Brig. Gen. Pack should support the left 
of the 4th division, by attacking that of the Dos Arapiles which the enemy 
held. The 1st and Light divisions occupied the ground on the left, and 
were in reserve. 

The attack upon the enemy’s left was made in the manner above 
described, and completely succeeded.' Major Gen. the Hon. £. Pakenham 
formed the 3d division across the enemy’s flank, and overthrew every thing 
opposed to hfm. These troops were supported in the most gallant style 
•by the Portuguese cavaliy, under Brig. Gen. D’Urban, and Lieut. Col. 
Hervey’s squadrons of the 14th, who successfyjly defea^d every attempt 
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made by the enemy on the flank of the 3d division. Brig. Gen. Bradford’s 
brigade, the 5th and 4th divisions, and the cavalry under Lieut. Gen. Sir S. 
Cotton, attacked the enemy in front, and drove his troops before them 
from one height to another, bringing forward their right, so as to acquire 
strength upon the enemy’s flank in proportion to the advance. Brig. Gen. 
Pack made a very gallant attack upon the Arapiles, in which, however, he 
did not succeed, excepting in diverting the attention of the enemy’s corps 
placed upon it from 4.1ie troops under the command of Lieut. Gen, Cole in 
his advance. The cavalry under Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton made a most 
gallant and successful charge against a body of the enemy’s infantry, which 
they overthrew and cut to pieces. In this charge Major Gen. Le Merchant 
was killed at the head of his brigade ; and I have to regret tlie loss of a 
most able officer. 

After the crest of the height was carried, one division of the enemy’s 
infantry made a stand against the 4th division, which, after a severe contest, 
was obliged to give way, in consequence of the enemy havii^g thrown some 
troops on the left of the 4th division, after the failure of Brig. Gen. Pack’s 
attack upon the Arapiles, and Lieut. Gen. the lion. L. Cole having been 
wounded. Marshal Sir W. Beresford, who happened to he on the spot, 
directed Brig. Gen. Spry’s brigade of the 5th division, which was in the 
second line, to change its front, and to bring its fire on the flank of the 
enemy’s division ; and 1 am sorry to add that, while engaged in this 
8(*rvice, he received a wound which I am apprehensive will deprive me of 
the benelit of his counsel and assistance for some time. Nearly about the 
same time Lieut. Gen. Leith received a wound which unfortunately obliged 
him to quit the field. I ordered up the 6th division, under Major Gen. 
Clinton, to relieve the 4th, and the battle was soon restored to its former 
success. 

The enemy’s right, however, reinforced by the trouj^s which had fled 
from his left, and by those which had now retired from me Arapiles, still 
continued to resist ; and 1 ordered the Ist and Light divisions, and Col. 
Stubbs’ Portuguese brigade of the 4th division, which was reformed, and 
Major Gen. W. Anson’s brigade, likewise of the 4th division, to turn the 
right, while the 6th division, 6U])ported by the 3d and 5th, attacked the 
front. It was dark before this point was carried by Uie 6th division ; and 
the enemy fled through the woods towards the Tormes. 1 pursued them 
with tlie 1st and Light divisions, and Major Gen. W. Anson’s brigade of 
the 4th division, and some squadrons of cavalry under Lieut. Gen. Sir S. 
Cotton, as long as we could find any of them together, directing^ our march 
upon Huerta and the fords of the Tormes, by which the enemy had passed 
on their advance ; but the darkness of the night was highly advantageous 
to the enemy, many of whom escaped under its cover who must otherwise 
have been in our hands. 1 am sorry to report that, owing to this same 
cause, Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton was unfortunately wounded by one of our 
own sentries after we had halted. 

We renewed the pursuit at break of day in the morning witli the same 
troops, and Major Gen. Bock’s and Major Gen. Anson’s brigades of cavalry, 
which joined during the night ; and, Wing crossed the Tormes, we came 
up with the enemy’s rear of cavalry and infantry near La Serna. They 
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were immediately attacked by the 2 brigades of dragoons, and the cavalry 
fled, leaving the infantry to their fate. I have never witnessed a more 
gallant charge than was made on the enemy’s infantry by the heavy bri- 
gade of the King’s German Legion, under Major Gen. Bock, which was 
completely successful ; and the whole body of infantry, consisting of 3 
battalions of the enemy’s 1st division, were made prisoners. The pursuit 
was afterwards continued as far as Peharanda last night, and onr troops 
were still following the flying enemy. Their head quarters were in this 
town, not less than 10 leagues from the field of battle, for a few hours last 
night; and they are now considerably advanced on the road towards Valla- 
dolid, by Arevalo. They were joined yesterday on their retreat by the 
cavalry and artillery of the array of the North, which have arrived at too 
late a period, it is to be hoped, to be of much use to them. 

It is impossible to form a conjecture of the amount of the enemy’s loss 
in this action ; but, from all reports, it is very considerable. We have 
taken from them 11 pieces of cannon,* several ammunition waggons, 2 
eagles, and 6 colors ; and 1 General, 3 Colonels, 3 Lieut. Colonels, 130 
officers of inferior rank, and between 6000 and 1000 soldiers are pri- 
soners ; I and our detachments are sending in more at every moment. 
The number of dead on the field is very large. 

I am informed that Marshal Marmont is badly wounded, and has lost 
one of his arms; and that 4 General officers have been killed, and 
several wounded. 

Such an advantage could not have been acquired without material loss 
on our side ; but it certainly has not been of a magnitude to distress the 
army, or to cripple its operations. 

I have great pleasure in reporting to your Lordship that, throughout 
this trying day, of which I have related the events, I had every reason to 
be satisfied with the conduct of the General officers and troops. The re- 
lation which I have written of its events will give a general idea of the 
share which each individual had in them ; and I cannot say too much in 
praise of the conduct of every individual in his station. 

T am much indebted to Marshal Sir W. Beresford for his friendly coun- 
sel and assistance, both previous to and during the action ; to Lieut Gens. 
Sir S. Cotton, Leith, and Cole, and Major Gens. Clinton, and the Hon. E. 
Pakenham, for the manner in which they led the divisions of cavalry and 
infantry under their command respectively ; to Major Gen. Hulse, com- 
manding a brigade in the 6th division ; Major Gen. G. Anson, command- 
ing a brigade of cavalry; Col. Hinde; Col. the Hon. W. Ponsonby, 
commanding Major Gen. Le Marchant’s brigade after the fall of that 
officer; to Major Gen. W. Anson, commanding a brigade in the 4th divi- 
sion ; Major Gen. Pringle, commanding a brigade in the 5th division, and 
the division after Lieut. Gen. Leith was wounded ; Brig. Gen. Bradford ; 
Brig. Gen. Spry ; Col. Stubbs ; and Brig. Gen. Power, of the Portuguese 
service ; likewise to Lieut. Col. Campbell of the 94tb, commanding a 

* The official returns only account for 11 pieces of cannon, but it is believed (bat 30 
' have fallen into our hands. 

t The prisoners axe supposed to amount to 7000 ; but it has not been possible to ascertain 
thnr number eiactly, fWmi the advance of the army immediately after the action was over. 
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brigade in the 3d division ; Lieut CoL Williams of the 60lh foot ; Lieut. 
Col. Wallace of the 88th, commanding a brigade in the 3d division ; 
Lieut Col. Ellis of the 23d, commanding Major Gten. the Hon. £. 
Pakenham’s brigade in the 4th division, during his absence in the com- 
mand of the 3d division ; Lieut Col. the Hon. C. Greville of the 38th 
regt, commanding Major Gen. Hay’s brigade in the 5th division, during 
his absence on leave ; Brig. Gen. Pack ; Brig. Gen. the Conde de Re- 
zende of the Portuguese service; Col. Douglas of the 8tli Portuguese 
regt ; Lieut Col. the Conde de Ficalho of the same regiment; and Lieut. 
Col. Bingham of the 53d regt; likewise to Brig. Gen. D’ Urban and 
Lieut Col. Hervey of the 14th light dragoons; Col. Lord E. Somerset, 
commanding the 4th dragoons; and Lieut. Col. the Hon. F. Ponsonby, 
commanding the 12th light dragoons. 1 must also mention Lieut. Col. 
Woodford, commanding the light battalion of the brigade of Guards, who, 
supported by 2 companies of the Fusiliers, under the command of Capt. 
Crowder, maintained the village of Arapiles against all the efforts of the 
enemy, previous to the attack upon their position by our troops. 

In a case in which the conduct of all has been conspicuously good, I 
regret that the necessary limits of a dispatch prevent me from drawing 
your Lordship’s notice to the conduct of a larger number of individuals ; but 
I can assure your Lordship that there was no officer or corps engaged in this 
action who did not perform his duty by bis Sovereign and his country. 

The Royal and German Artillery, under Lieut. Col. Framingham, dis- 
tinguished themselves by the accuracy of their fire wherever it was 
possible to use them ; and they advanced to the attack of the enemy’s 
position with the same gallantry as the other troops. 

I am particularly indebted to Lieut. Col. De Lancey, the D. Q. M. G., 
tlie head of the department present, in the absence of the Q. M. G., and 
to the officers of that department and of the Staff corps, r the assistance 
1 received from them, particularly Lieut. Col. the Hon. L. Dundas and 
Lieut. Col. Sturgeon of the latter, and Major Scovell of the former ; and 
to Lieut. Col. Waters, at present at the head of tlie Adj. Gen.’s depart- 
ment at head quarters ; and to the officers of that department, as well at 
head quarters as with the several divisions of the army ; and Lieut. Col. 
Lord FitzRoy Somerset, and the officers of my personal Staff. Among 
the latter I particularly request your Lordship to draw the attention of 
H.R.H. the Prince Regent to H.S.H. the Hereditary Prince of Orange, 
whose conduct in the field, as well as upon every other occasion, entitles 
him to my highest commendation, and has acquired for him the respect 
and regard of the whole army. 

1 have had every reason to be satisfied with the conduct of the Mariscal 
de Campo Don Carlos de Espana, and of Brig. Don Julian Sanchez, and 
with that of the troops under their command respectively ; and with that 
of the Mariscal de Campo Don M. de Alava, and of Brig. Don Josd 
O’Lawlor, employed with this army by the Spanish government, from 
whom, and from the Spanish authorities and people in general, 1 received 
every assistance 1 could expect. 

It is but justice likewise to draw your Lordship’s attention upon this 
occasion to the merits of the officers of the civil departments of the army. 
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Notwithstanding the increased distance of our operations from our maga- 
zines, and that the country is completely exhausted, we have hitherto 
wanted nothing, owing to the diligence and attention of the Commissary 
Gen., Mr. Bissett, and the officers of the department under his direction. 
I have likewise to mention that, by the attention and ability of Dr. 
M^Grigor, and of the officers of the department under his charge, our 
wounded, as well as those of the enemy, left in our hands, have been well 
taken care of; and T hope that many of these valuable men will be saved 
to the service. 

Capt. Lord Clinton will have the honor of laying at the feet of H.R.H. 
the Prince Regent the eagles and colors taken from the enemy in this 
action.* I enclose a return of the killed and wounded. 

By letters received from Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, I learn that Gen. 
Santocildes had left 8000 men to carry on the siege of Astorga, and had 
joined Gen. Cabrera’s division at Benavente with about 3000 ; and that 
the whole 7000 were on their march along the Esla towards the Duero. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the allied army, in the battle near Sala- 
manca, on the 22d July, 1812. 



Officers. 

§ 

* 1 * 

R. aud F. 

Horses. 

Total. 

British. 

Portuguese. 

■ 

Killed 

41 

28 

625 


694 

388 

304 


Wounded .... 

252 

178 

8S10 


4270 

2714 

1552 


Missing .... 

1 

1 

254 

■ 

256 

74 

182 

B 


To Earl Bathurst. Flores de Avila, 24th July, 1812. 

I hope that you will be pleased with our battle, of which the dispatch 
contains as accurate an account as 1 can give you. There was no mis- 
take ; every thing went on as it ought ; and there never was an array so 
beaten in so short a time. If we had had another hour or two of dayliglil, 
not a man would have passed the Tormes ; and as it was, they would all 
have been taken, if Don Carlos de Espafia had left the garrison in Alba de 
Tormes as I wished and desired ; or, having taken it away, as I believe 
before he was aware of my wishes, he had informed me that it was not there. 
If he had, I should have marched in the night upon Alba, where 1 should 
have caught them all, instead of upon the fords of the Tormes. But this 
is a little misfortune, which does not diminish the honor acquired by the 
troops in the action, nor, T hope, the advantage to be derived from it by 
the country ; as T don’t believe there are many soldiers who were in that 
action who are likely to face us again till they shall be very largely rein- 
forced indeed. 

1 am very anxious that a mark of His Royal Highness’ favor should be 
conferred upon Sir S. Cotton. I believe he would be much gratified at 
receiving the Red Riband. No cavalry could act better than ours did in 
the action ; and I must say for Sir Stapleton, that I don’t know where 
* See Appendix, No. XXIIA 
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we should find an officer that would command our cavalry in this country 
half so well as he does. 

1 request your Lordship to send us out remount horses for the cavalry 
and the artillery. These daily marches, skirmishes, battles, &c., consume 
an immense number of them ; and we can get none here to suit our pur- 
pose for either artillery or cavalry. Marmont has now had a reinforce- 
ment of not less than 2000 cavalry since I came to Salamanca in June. 
1 hope that we have deprived him of a few hundreds of them ; and that, 
at all events, his late reinforcement does not make him now more than 
500 or 600 more than he was when he last crossed the Duero. But the 
loss has fallen principally upon tlie French infantry ; and our cavalry 
must be kept up, or we cannot stay in the plains. 1 should wish also to 
be able to equip some more artillery, and of a larger calibre ; as it is not 
agreeable to be cannonaded for hours together, and not be able to answer 
even with one gun. 

I see that the King is very anxious to collect every thing against us. 1 
think the French could not now remain in Andalusia, probably not south of 
the Duero, if the Anglo-Sicilian army had appeared upon the eastern coast. 

Marmont has lost his arm;* Gens. Foy, Clausel, Bonet, and Ferey, are 
wounded; Gen. Thomierc is killed. These are five of 8 Generals of 
division. There are, besides, a great number of Generals of brigade 
killed or wounded. Gen. Curto is missing, and I believe is prisoner. 
How they get on their troops at such a rate, I can’t conceive ; but they 
left this about 2 this morning, and they will arrive in Valladolid to- 
morrow. I will answer your letter of the ^ which I have received, 

by the next post. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Flores de Avila, 25th July, 1812. 

I can’t allow the dispatches to go off without writincr vou a few lines 
respecting our action of the 22d. You will see our prt vious movements 
detailed in my dispatch of the 2l8t, and that of yesterday. 

I took up the ground which you were to have taken during the siege 
of Salamanca, only the left was thrown back on the heights, it being 
unnecessary, under the circumstances, to cover the ford of Marta. 
We had a race for the large Arapiles, which is the more distant of the 
two detached heights which you will recollect on the right of your posi- 
tion : this race the French won, and they were too strong to be dislodged 
without a general action. 

I knew that the French were to be joined by the cavalry of the army of 
the North on the 22d or 23d, and that the army of the Centre was. likely 
to be in motion. Marmont ought to have given me a pont d'or^ and he 
would have made a handsome operation of it. But instead of that, after 
manoeuvring all the morning in the usual French style, nobody knew with 
what object, he at last pressed upon my right in such a manner, at the 
same time without engaging, that he would have either carried our 
Arapiles, or he would have confined us entirely to our position. This 
was not to be endured, and we fell upon him, turning his left flank ; and 
I never saw an army receive such a beating. 

* This proved to be incorrect. 
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I had desired the Spaniards to continue to occupy the castle of Alba de 
Tonnes. Don Carlos de Espaiia had evacuated it, I believe, before he knew 
my wishes ; and he was afraid to let me know that he had done so ; and I 
did not know it till I found no enemy at the fords of the Tormes. When 
1 lost sight of them in the dark, I marched upon Huerta and Encinas, and 
they went by Alba. If 1 had known there had been no garrison in Alba, I 
should have marched there, and should probably have had the whole. 

Marmont, Clausel, Foy, Ferey, and Bonet, are wounded badly. Ferey, 
it is supposed, will die. Thomiere is killed. Many Generals of brigade 
killed or wounded. 

1 am in hopes that our loss has not been great. In 2 divisions, the 3d 
and 5th, it is about 1200 men, including Portuguese. There are more in 
the 4th and 6th ; but there are many men who left the ranks with wounded 
officers and soldiers, who are eating and drinking, and engaged in regodjos 
with the inhabitants of Salamanca ; I have sent, however, to have them all 
turned out of the town. 

1 need not express how much I regret the disorder in your eyes since this 
action. 1 hope that you receive benefit from the advice of the oculists in 
London. 

P.S. Beresford’s wound is not dangerous. Leith’s arm is broken, and his 
wound painful. Cole’s wound is through the body, and it is apprehended 
will be tedious. Cotton’s is through the fleshy part, and the two bones of 
his arm : it may be a bad wound, if there should be hsemorrhage. 

To Dr. M^Grigor, Inapector of hospitals. Flores de Avila, 25th July, 1812, 2 r.M. 

I have received your letter of yesterday at noon, and I am very much 
obliged to you for the good accounts which you have given me of our 
wounded. I assure you that I am very sensible of the diligence and atten- 
tion of the medical department, of which I have reported my sense to the 
Sec. of State. 

1 think you will do well to send to Ciudad Rodrigo only those whose 
wounds are not likely soon to recover, and the movement of whom will 
not be prejudicial to them, as we must get the men to their regiments 
again as soon as we can. 

To the Rt. Hou. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Flores de Avila, 25th July, 1812. 

I enclose copies of my last dispatches to the Sec. of State containing 
accounts of the operations of the allied army from the 14th inst., includ- 
ing the general action fought near Salamanca on the 22d inst. 

I beg you to lay before the Spanish government, for their information, 
such parts of these dispatches as you may think proper. 

To Earl Bathunt. Floret de Avila, 25th July, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from Dr. M^Grigor, which will show the state of our 
wounded officers and soldiers. Most of the wounds are, I believe, slight. 

1 beg your Lordship’s attention to that part of the letter which refers to 
the sending out additional medical assistance to this army. 

I have reports this day, that the King moved from Madrid on the 2l8t 
with 12,000 or 15,000 men to join Marmont; and he had arrived yester- 
day at San Pascual and Papatrigo, in the province of Avila, on his road to 
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Alba de Tormes. He there heard of Marmont’s defeat, and he retired, 
my posts inform me, towards Villa Castin ; others say on the Adaja, to 
cover Marmont*s retreat. He will add to Marmont’s cavalry ; but I don’t 
think that both together will venture to allow us to approach them. 

To Earl Bathunt. Floret de Afila, 25tli July, 1812. 

I find the troops so much fatigued by the battle and their previous and 
subsequent marches, and the enemy have got so far before the infantry, 
that I halted this day, and have sent on the light cavalry and guerrillas 
in pursuit. 

1 will try the remedy proposed in your dispatch and letter of the 3d, 
for the inconvenience of the Attorney and Solicitor General’s opinion on 
the 24th Section of the Articles of War. But 1 am afraid it will not 
answer the purpose entirely. 1 don’t know of any thing that annoys me 
so much, as the misbehaviour of a few of the troops (those coming up 
from hospitals, or those just arrived from England) to the inhabitants of 
the country who invariably behave with kindness to them. 1 trust entirely 
to Mr. Sutton to choose a proper person to be sent out here. But besides 
a knowledge of his profession, he should have some little knowledge of 
the world, and indulgence for the manners of the class of people among 
whom he is coming to live. 

1 concur with you in thinking that it is not likely to make the measure 
worse, to make the full increase of pay to non-commissioned officers 
depend upon their having been in the situation for two years. The enjoy- 
ment of some increase, and the hopes of the further increase, will keep 
them on their good behaviour, and it does not much signify how men 
acquire good habits ; when once acquired, they don’t easily abandon them. 
I should wish, however, if the public could afford the expense, to see the 
old proportions of pay re-established. 

The explanation of the Order in Council respecting Spanish merchants 
is perfectly satisfactory. When 1 complained of that order, 1 had it in 
contemplation to march into Andalusia; and I was apprehensive that I 
might be involved with the Spanish authorities for the protection of 
Mr. of Xerez, who has behaved very ill. 

I am much obliged to you for the intelligence from the North. If the 
Emperor of Russia has any resources, and is prudent, and his Russians 
will really fight, Buonaparte will not succeed. 

A.O. to Capt, Haro, D,A^,0., Salamancm 25<li July, 1812. 

1 am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint you that m addition 
to the instructions you have already received relative to the march of the French 
prisoners you will observe the following : the officers to be forwarded separately ; 
tlie prisoners will be marched in such proportions and in such strength as may 
enable the guard at present over them to afford a sufficient escort for their safe 
guidance on their route, and a further party of 50 dragoons will be immediately 
ordered to Salamanca to furnish you more means to carry on this service. It will 
be extremely advisable that the French prisoners may not be marched in too large 
parties, as it may give rise to neat irregularities and, perhaps, tend to assist the 
escape of several ; and I would recommend you to impress on the minds of the 
Spanish officers the necessity of treating the prisoners with mildness. Another 
Spanish battalion will also be sent to Salamanca on this service. You will there- 
fore have sufficient force to insure its being carried on agreeably to the wishes of 
his Excellency. 
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72« ji,0, to Brigade Megar M'Phermutf 4th divition. 25th July, 1812. 

In your return of casualties for the 23d inst. you have omitted to specify the 
names of the ofUcers kiUed and wounded ; the consequence is that the returns of 
the army cannot be completed, and the dispatches are consequently delayed. 1 am 
therefore to request by a mounted officer you will immediately forward a return to 
this office, made out agreeably to the usum forms of the service. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Aldea Seca, 26tli July, 1812. 

Marshal Marmont has continued his retreat by Olmedo towards Valla- 
dolid, and our troops have followed him ; and the main body of the army 
will be to-morrow at Arevalo and at Muriel, on the Zapardiel river, the 
advanced guard being forward in pursuit of the enemy, and the army will 
continue its march along the Zapardiel and Adaja rivers. 

The King moved from Madrid on the 21st with a corps of from 10,000 
to 12,000 men, and arrived yesterday at Blasco Sancho, between Arevalo 
and Avila. He there heard of the defeat of Marmont, and immediately 
retired, it is said, towards Villa Castin and Madrid. The direction of his 
retrograde march, however, is not confirmed ; and I think it most pro- 
bable that he is gone towards Segovia. Under these circumstances, it is 
most desirable that Gen. Santocildes should approach a little nearer to us 
with that part of the Galician army which is disposable. 

It appears that Gen. Silveira remaining on the Esla, and observing well 
the garrison of Zamora, Gen. Santocildes might move forward as far as 
the heights of San Roman, and communicate with our left by the fords of 
Castro Nutio, to which 1 will request Don Carlos to detach a party of 
Don Julian’s cavalry. If, contrary to my expectations, a part of Mar- 
mont’s army should move upon him, he would always have his retreat 
open across the Esla. If they should move upon Rio Seco, in order to 
raise the siege of Astorga, he could move in the same direction, in order 
to cover that operation ; and on the other hand, he could be so near our 
left as to be able to co-operate in any offensive plan against the enemy ; 
or if the sieges of Toro and Zamora should be thought expedient, he would 
be in readiness to receive the supplies and assistance to carry on these 
operations. I request you, therefore, to suggest to Gen. Santocildes to take 
up this position. I have not adverted to the garrison of Toro ; as, consist- 
ing only of 200 men, it cannot give a moment’s uneasiness to any body. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Aldea Seca, 26tli July, 1812. 

I received this morning your letter of the 22d. It is difficult to form 
an opinion of the enemy’s intentions in the south. From the three letters 
sent in your letter of the 20th, I judge that the King presses Soult to send 
Drouet according to his former orders ; yet it would appear from Soult’s 


G. O. Aldea Seca, S6th July, ISIS. 

1. When it is poMible, it is desirable to get the troops into the towns in the day time. 
If that should not be possibly and there should Ate wood, conveniently situated in respect 
to the water, they should be placed in the wood ; but the Commander of the Forces is 
most anxious that they should be placed on die high grounds every nighty clear of the woods 
and marshy grounds, and rivulets. 

2. The Commander of the Forces particularly requests the attention of the General offi* 
cers commanding divisions and brigfl^es to this subject^ as one likely to have great influ- 
ence on tire health of die troops. 
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letter of the 8th July, that he does not think of such a movement ; and 
according to your accounts to the 22d, nothing had been done towards it ; 
on the contrary, it appeared that he was coming himself into Estremadura. 

I tliink that my instructions to you from the 6th to the 16th of this 
month provide for every event : 1st ; That of Soult assembling his whole 
force in Estremadura : 2dly ; That of Drouet crossing the Tagus to join 
the King, according to the orders we know the King sent : 3dly ; That of 
Treillard making an invasion by the valley of the Tagus. 

In regard to the last, it appears not likely to take place, particularly at 
present, as the King has actually marched from Madrid, and is in front of 
this army ; but you will of course have judged it proper to call in Gen. 
Campbell’s detachment from Merida, if Soult should be in Estremadura in 
force : for the purposes of the march to the north of ilie Tagus, it would 
be nearly as well placed at Badajoz as at Merida i and if Soult should be 
in force in Estremadura, suflficient to keep your main body in check, no 
detachment at Merida can answer any of tlie purposes for which Campbell’s 
detachment was to be placed there, or even be in safety. 

Marmont has gone in all haste on Valladolid: he left Olmedo this 
morning. The King was yesterday at Blasco Sancho, between Avila and 
Arevalo ; he there heard of the defeat of Marmont, and went off, it is 
su})po8ed, towards Villa Castin, that is, Guadarrama and Madrid. I don’t 
understand this movement, as he leaves Marmont’s remains in a manner 
at my discretion, unless he intends to cross the Tagus with his army of the 
Centre, to join Drouet and Soult, and fall upon you : however, I shall observe 
him closely, and can reinforce you, as fast as he can reinforce Soult. 

Tu Major Gen. . Arevalo, 27th July, 1812. 

I heard some time ago of some dissatisfaction with his situation on the 

part of Lieut. Col. ; but as you did not mention tlu* subject to me, 

and 1 heard no more of it on his part, I concluded that it was one of those 
cases of diiTerence of opinion which sometimes occur among those who 
mean best by the service ; and 1 took no further notice of what had been 
mentioned to me. 

I had heard nothing of the circumstances of which you write ; and I beg 
to know from you, whether you wish what you mention to be formally 


G. O. Arevalo, 27th July, 1812. 

1. The Commaiuler of the Forces having received an order to draft the 2d batt. 5th regt. 
into the Ist, the following arrangement is to be made for that purpose : 

2. The private men belonging to the 2d batt. 5th regt., in Portugal and Spam, arc to he 
drafted into tlie 1st liatt, and ore to l)e distributed into companies in the 1st batt., with the 
exception of men deemed unfit at picsoiit for service in the field. 

3. All men missing from tlie 2d batt. ore to be kept on the strength of the 2d batt. 

4. The transfer is to be made immediately, and the officers commanding companies in 
the 2d batt. are to draw pay fui them up to the 24th inst., and axe to account in the usual 
manner with Uic officers commanding companies in the Ist batt., to wliose companies tlieie 
men will be transferred under this order. 

5. V^hen this transfer sliall be completed, the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
Staff of the 2d batt., and such private men who remain, ore to proceed by route furnished 
by die Q. M. G. to Lisbon, preparatory to their embaikation for England. 

6. The Commander of the Forces cannot part with the officers and non-commissioned 
officers of the 2d batt. 5th regt. without again requesting them to accept bis thanks for their 
uniform good conduct, and brilliant and important services, siq^ they liave been under his 
command. 
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considered, or only that Lieut. Col. should be removed from the 

th division. In order to enable you to decide upon this point, it may 

be expedient to make you acquainted with my opinion. There is no doubt 
that it is the duty of the A.A.G. to make such a reconnaissance as you 

ordered Lieut. Col. to make upon Alba de Tormes ; and I canH 

understand his refusing to make it. 

If you are satisfied with his being removed from the — th division, I 
have no objection to the matter being there dropped, as I am convinced 

that Lieut. Col. cannot be serious in supposing that that which he 

was ordered to do was inconsistent with the duty of the A.A.G. But if you 
wish the matter to go farther, it must be regularly inquired into. I shall take 
no further steps upon the subject till I shall hear from you, which I beg may 
be as soon as may be convenient to you. I shall be at Olmedo to-morrow. 

To HU Excellency C. Stuart. Arexalo, 27th July, 1812. 

I have been so much occupied lately, that I have not been able to 
answer your letter of the 13th July. 

Besides the 100,000 dollars which I told you in my letter of the 16th 
that I had ordered to be issued to the Portuguese government, I ordered 
100,000 dollars of the money in the town should be likewise given. I 
shall desire the Commissary Gen. to send a note of the value of the sup- 
plies to Mr. Bell, when he shall furnish them in future. 

You omitted to enclose Lord Castlereagh’s letter to which you refer in 
your’s of the 13th July; although you did enclose a letter from the Dep. 
Storekeeper Gen. to Mr. Harrison, together with a list of clothing, &c., 
for the Spanish troops ; and a letter from Mr. Berries to Col. Gordon. 
These articles must remain in store at Lisbon, and I shall order them to 
be issued in proportion as they may be wanted. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. 01med(^ 28th July, 1812. 

As the fairest way of enabling His Royal Highness to judge of the 
merits of the officers and corps engaged in the general action of the 22d, 


Q Q Olmedo, 88th July. 1818. 

1. The number of soldier* of infantry who stay behind their reginaents on a march is 

so very large, the practice is so uiimilitary in itself, and leads to such iucoiivenimices and 
losses when the troops are moving near an enemy, and is at all times bo pre}udicial to the 
health of the soldiers, that the Commander of the Forces begs to draw die attention of the 
General officers of tlie army to the G. O. uiwn this subject. , . . i 

2. Under these orders no soldier ought to be out of the ranks on a march without the 
knowledge of the officer commanding his company, and the officer commanding the regi- 
ment should report all absentees, at the end of the march, to the General officers command- 
ing the brigades. 

3. The object of these orders is to insure the attention of these several authorities to the 

absence from the ranks of every soldier, and to make it certain that tliis evil will not exist 
in any instance without sufficient cause. , , ^ i 

4. But if it takes place without notice from the officers of tlie regiment^ or the General 

officer of the brigade, It is time some further measures should be adopted. 

5. The Commander of the Forces declares hil intention to have the name taken down of 

every soldier whom he may 6nd straggling from his regiment on the march ; and if he 
should find upon inquiry that the soldiers* names have not been reported, according to the 
G. O. of the annyT he will bring to trial before a General Court Martial the office of the 
company, or the commanding officer of the regiment if he should not have noticed the 
nWlect of the commanding officer of the company. . 

6. The Commander of tHe Forces requests that the GeneraWfficers commanding division^ 
and the officers of the General staff, will pay attention to this #iljeet. 
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I think it proper to transmit to you the reports which I have received 
from the several General officers commanding divisions engaged; with 
the exception of the cavalry, Sir S. Cotton not having transmitted a report. 

Some of these gentlemen have been rather liberal in their recommend- 
ations of officers for promotion, while others have not been so much so ; 
and 1 have therefore deemed it best to make out a list from the whole, 
which I beg you to submit to His Royal Highness. 

I include Lieut. Col. Elley in the list, as His Royal Highness may think 
it expedient to take this occasion to grant him the rank of Colonel, which 
he claims as Lieut. Colonel of 6 years’ standing of the Blues. He was 
wounded, and had 2 horses killed under him. 

To Karl Bathurst. Oltnedo, 28th July, 1812. 

The army have continued their march in pursuit of the enemy since I 
addressed you on the 24th inst., and we have continued to take many 
prisoners. 

A part of the enemy’s army crossed the Duero yesterday, near Puente 
de Duero, and the remainder, their left wing, were in march towards the 
bridge of Tudela this morning at 9 o’clock, when I last heard from our 
advanced posts. 

The main body of the allied army is this day on the Adaja and Zapar- 
diel rivers, in this neighbourhood, the light cavalry being in front in 
pursuit of the enemy. 

1 have requested Gen. Santocildes, who is upon the £sla with 8000 men of 
the army of Galicia, to move forward to the heights of San Roman on this 
side of Toro, and to communicate with our left by the fords of Castro Nuho. 

It appears that the King left Madrid on the 21st, with the army of the 
Centre, supposed to consist of from 10,000 to 12,000 infantry, and from 
2000 to 3000 cavalry ; and he directed his march by the Escurial upon 
Alba de Tormes. He arrived at Blasco Sancho, between Avila and 
Arevalo, on the 25th, where he heard of the defeat of Marshal Marmont ; 
and he retired in the evening ; and between that time and the evening of 
the 26th he marched through Villa Castin to Espinar. A non-commis- 
sioned officer’s patrole of the 14th light dragoons and Ist hussars, from 
Arevalo, took in Blasco Sancho, on the evening of the 25th, shortly after 
the King had left the place, 2 officers and 27 men of the King’s cavalry, 
who had been left there to follow his rear guard. 1 have reason to believe 
that the King had no regular account of the action of the 22d till he 
passed the Puerto de Guadarrama yesterday ; but he then returned, and 
was directing his march upon Segovia. 1 have not yet heard how far he 
had advanced. All accounts concur in regard to the great loss sustained 
by the * Armiede Portugal ^ but I think it probable that they will en- 
deavor to join the King on the Upper Duero, if the King should continue 
on this side of the mountains, unless I should previously have it in my 
power to strike a blow against his corps. 

By accounts from Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill to the 24th inst, it appears 
that the enemy had in some degree reinforced the troops in Estremadura. 
The Lieut. General had removed to Zafra, as being the coolest and most 
healthy situation in Estremadura, and preparatory to the detachment 
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which 1 ordered him to make to the right of the Tagus, in case the enemy 
should detach in that direction. It is reported that Gen. Ballesteros had 
marched on another expedition towards Malaga, and that he was opposed 
by a division of the army of the South, under Gen. Leval. 

I have not received detailed accounts of Commodore Sir H. Popham’s 
operations on the coast since the capture of Lequeitio, but 1 understand 
that he has taken Castro Urdiales ; and there is no doubt that those opera- 
tions have drawn the enemy’s attention to that quarter, and that Gen. 
CafTarelli has been able to detach only cavalry to the assistance of the 
‘ Armee de Portugal* From the advantage derived from these opera- 
tions, your Lordship will form a judgment of that which would have been 
derived, under existing circumstances, from the expedition which had 
been concerted and agreed upon to the Eastern coast of the Peninsula, 
with the troops from Sicily, combined with the Spanish troops in Majorca 
and at Alicante. 

I enclose a statement which I have made out from a return in my pos- 
session of the strength of the army of Aragon in the month of April, 
from which your Lordship will see that, after allowing for the divisions 
detached to the army of tlie North, under Gen. Palombini, which was 
destined to join Marshal Marmont, there will still remain a very formi- 
dable army under Marshal Suchet, which it is desirable should not be 
added to the other troops acting against this army. 

To Earl Bathunt. Olmedo, 2Rlh July, 1812. 

I enclose the last report of our wounded officers and soldiers. I shall 
be much obliged to you if you will urge the Medical Board to send us 
out medical assistance as soon as possible. 1 likewise request your Lord- 
ship not to forget horses for the cavalry and the artillery, and money. We 
are absolutely bankrupt. The troops are now 5 months in arrears, instead 
of being one month in advance. The staff have not been paid since 
February; the muleteers not since June, 1811 ; and we are in debt in all 
parts of the country. I am obliged to take the money sent to me by my 
brother for the Spaniards, in order to give my own troops a fortnight’s 
pay, who are really suffering for want of money. 

It is said that Marmont cannot live, but could not stop to have his arm 
cut off, and that a mortification has taken place. It is difficult to judge of 
the exact loss of the French; but it is said to be between 17,000 and 
20,000 men. They idl agree, that if we had had an hour more of day- 
light, the whole army would have been in our hands. Gen. Clausel, who 
is wounded, now commands the army. The only apprehension I have is, 
that when the * Armee de PortugaV and the King shall have joined, they 
will be too strong for us in cavalry. I am convinced that their infantry 
will make no stand. 
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No. I. (p. 4.) 

]je g^n^ral do division Regnier au Marcclial Massena, Piince d'Essling, Due de Rivoli. 

Au pont do S. Felices el Grande, ce 1 1 Mai, 1611. 

J'ai d^ja cu Fhonneur de vous pr^venir de Tarriv^e de la garniRon d’ Almeida. 
Jc iiY'tais, heureusement pour cllo, pas encore parti de San Felices el Grande ,lorB- 
qu'on a entondu tircr vers Barba do Pucrco. J*ai aussitdt fait porter le 31*“® rf*gt. 
d'infdnterie legere et les voltigeurs du 4'“® r6gt. au pout. On eat arriv6 lorsqiio 
la tetc de la garnison arrivait au d^fil^, et que sa queue 6tait vivement charg^^c 
par deux colonnes d’infantcric Anglaise, que le regiment que j’ai fait placer dans les 
rocliors dominants lo d6fil6 ont arret6. Un d^tacliement de la garnison qui s’C'tait 
6cart6 de la route a ^t^ obligf» de se prf'cipiter duns les roebers, ob quclques-uns 
se sont tues on tombant, ot les autres caches reviennent successivement au pont, 
d’oii jc fais chasscr les Anglais aiin de retirer cesliommes. Les Anglais, enpour- 
buivant la garnison, s’etaient avanc6s jusqu’au pont, et ont beaucoup perdu en se 
rctirant. On m*u di^ju ramen6 10 soldats Anglais pris de Vautre c6t6 du pont. Le 
g^^iif'ral Brcnier m’a 'dit qu’il n*a presque i»d8 laiss6 d'hommes cn arri5re dans sa 
marche de cette nuit. Ceux que j ai vu prendre, lorsqu'^ mon arriv6e ici les Anglais 
IcB ebargeaient & Barba de Puerco, no sont pas plus de 40, maib il y a plusieurs 
morts dans les rochers et de biess6s. 

Je reste ici aujourd'liui avec le 2***® corps pour achever de rallier la garnison 
d’Almeida et la reposer. Dcmain j’ex6cuterai la marche que vous m’avez or- 
donnee. 

Le g^ndral Brenier au Mar^chal Masifina, Prince d’Essling, Due lo U voli. 

San Felices, 11 Mai, 1811. 

J’ai I’honneur de vous rendre compte que, conform#ment aux ordres de V. A., 
j’ai fait sauter la place d 'Almeida. J’ai marcli6 but le ventre aux troupes qui 
m’investissent, et je suis arriv6 a San Felices. 

J’aurai I’honneur de rendre un compte plus d6taill6 b votre Altesse de cette 
critique operation, par laquelle tous les ofiiciers et soldats qui composaient cette 
garnison ont montr6 un z61e, un courage, et un d6voiiement dignes des plus grands 
iloges, et je vous deman derai la permission de solliciter aupr^s dc votre Altesse 
toute sa bienveillance pour obtenir les bont6s de Sa Majest6 pour eux. 

Si dans cette occasion votre Altesse est satisfaite dc roxactitude avec laquelle 
j’ai cx6cut§ ses ordres, i'oscrai lui demander pour rf^compense Tordre de porter 
moi-m6mc la nouvelle a FEmpereur. 

Le g6n£ral Brenier au Mar£chal Marmont, Due dc Raguse, Commandant en Chef 

TArmfie de Portugal. Salamanque, le 17 Mai, 1811. 

La place d’Almeida a 6t6 investie le 7 Avril. D’aprds les ordres mie j’avais 
recus auparavant de S. A. le Prince de Neufcbdtel et de S. £. le MarSchd Due 
d’Istrie, j ’avals fait preparer les mines pour en faire sauter les fortifications. J’ai 
continu6 ce travail apris rinvestissement ; et, avont la fin du mois d' Avril, il y 
avait 140 fourneaux tout pr6ts b Ctre charges. Jc pensais que Parm^e, aprds 
s’^tre repos^e quelques jours, ferait un mouvement sur Almei^ ; tout 6tait dis- 
pose pour ^vacuer promptement I’artilleiie et les munitions ; pendant cette 6var 
cuation, les fourneaux eussent M charg6s, et il efit fallu tr^s-peu de jours pour 
tout terminer. Je n'attendais le mouvement dc l’arm6e que du 10 au 15 cm ce 
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moifl ; et, pour me donner le temps d’aitendre jusque-ld, j’avois Ctabli un syst^mo 
d*6conornie extrfimement rigoureux, et que jc surveillais moi-mdme avec la plus 
rigide sdv^rit^. Par ce moyen, j ’avals cucul^ avoir de quo! vivre jusqu’au 25, et 
j*6tai8 bien d6cid5 & proloiiger, d’une mani^re ou d’autre, au moins jusqu’au 
Juin. 

D&s le leiidemaia de mon investissement, j’fitais resserr^ sur tous les points 
d’une mani^re tr^B-s5vdre ; tous les jours des tirailleurs venaient tirer sur mon 
troupeau, et le foi^aient de rentrer : je me suis d5cid5 alors k en faire saler une 
partie. 

Persuade que Tennemi ne pouvait avoir amen5 de pare de si4gc, j'ai pens^ que, 
connaissant la faiblesse de ma garnison, il poiirrait tenter quelque coup de main ; 
et, de concert avec les commandants du g4nie et de rartillerie, j’ai pris toutes les 
dispositions imaginables pour le repousser. Tous les flancs des bastions ont 6t6 
gamis de pieces toujours chargees k mitraille ; des faux, des fourches ont 

S laches dans ebaque bastion ; des poutres ont 6ik i angles sur le parapet du ebemin 
es rondes ; des obus et des grenades charges ont 6t6 plac4B a porlee, ainsi que 
des balles d feu, etdes tourteaiix goudronii^s pour ^clairer les fosses. J’avais fait 
faire des repetitions aux troupes, pour leur faire connaitre leur place d'alarmc de 
jour et de iiuit 

Le 15, j’ai 6te sommd de me rendre par le major gendral Campbell, qui me 
faisait observer que les circonstances de la cainpagne m’dtaieut tout espoir d’etre 
secouru ; que la faiblesse de ma garnison m’dtait tout espece de moyen de me 
ddfendre. J’ai rdpondu verbalcment que, si on croyait ma garnison trop faible 
pour ddfendre la place, on n’avait qu'b essayer de venir la prendre, et que je 
ii’avais point d’autre rdponse k faire. Le 17, Lord Wellington m’a fait demander 
une entrevue ; j’ai cm devoir la refuser. 

J’ai fait une sortie le 28 au matin ; j’ai ebassd les postes Anglais. On leur a 
tud quelques hommes, et fait 4 prisonnicrs. 

J’ai fait une autre sortie sur des postes Portugais, et j’ai fait 3 prisonniers ; 
mais jamais je n’ai fait attaquer le cotd par ou je suis sorti. 

Le3 Mai, j’ai entendu unc canonnade et une fusillade qui m’ont aniioncd I’ap- 
proche de I’armde; Ic 5, j’ai jugd qu’il y avait une affaire sdrieuse, et k cbaqite 
mstant je m’atteiidais k coinmuniquer. 

Le 7, j’ai re 9 u I’ordre de S. A. le Prince d’Essling, par un soldat du 16>neldger, 
de faire sauter la place, et de me retircr sur Barba de Puerco avec ma garnison ; 
de suite, je me suis occupd de faire charger les fuunieaiix et de ddtruire Tartillerie. 
On a employd, pour ce dernier objet, le moyen dont nous avions ddja fait I’expd- 
rience quelque temps auparavant sur une pidce bors de service, de tirer des coups 
de canon dans la volee des pieces ; on a ddtmit de cette maniere les pidees, les 
obusiers et les mortiers. Les cartouches out 6td j etdes partie dans uii puits, et 
partie dans les fossds, au pied des revetements qui devaient sauter. Les plombs 
ont dtd jetds de meme dans les fossds poiur dtre ensevelis. Une grande quantity 
de sauciBsons dtait ddj J prdte et chargde, par les soiiis infatigables et la prdvoyante 
intelligence de M. le chef de bataillon Morlet, commandant du gdnie de la place ; 
les afiuts ont dtd scids en grande partie, et les autres placds sur les parapets qui 
dtaient minds ; le pare des voitures a dtd renversd et rangd centre les oermes au- 
dessous des revdtements, oil il a dtd ease veil ; eiifin, je crois qu’aucune des prd- 
cautions k prendre pour mettre hors de service tout ce qui pouvait dtre de quelque 
utilitd k I'ennemi, n’a 6td oublide ; et e’est ici que je dois rendre hommage k I’lii- 
telligence, k I’activitd, et au ddvouement des ofiiciers du gdnie et de Partillerie, 
qui connaissaient aussi bien que moi toutes les chances d'une opdration aussi cri- 
tique, et k qui ndanmoins rien n’est dchappd de tout ce qui pouvait contribuer k 
rentier accomplissement des ordres de S. M. 

Le 9, tous les fouriieaux dtaient chargds ; mais les travaux pour la destniction 
de Partillerie n’dtaient pas terminds, et j’ai dd encore retarder d’un jour, afin de 
ne laisser aucun regret en arridre de moi.^ Le gdnie a profitd de ce temps pour 
faire et charger 400 toises de plus de saucissons, qui etaient encore ndeessaires 
pour le compassement des feux. 

Dans le matinde du 10, je rassemblai chez moi les principaux officiers de la 
gamison ; je leur lus I’ordre du Prince d’Essling; je ne leur cachai pas que notre 
expedition prdsentait beaucoup de difficultds et de dangers ; qu’une fois dehors, 
lefeu mis k la place, nous nous trouverions dans la^ndeessitd de nous fsire jour, 
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pour rejoindlre l’ann6e, an milieu dee obstacles de tous genres, ou de succomber 
avec honneur ; qu’une fois la place d^truite, Ics intentions de S. M. seraient par- 
faiteinent remplies ; que ce seul but devaitnous animer ; que nous dtions Fran^ais, 
et qu*il fallait prouver d runivers entier que nous 6tioiis dignes de TStre ; que si 
notre expedition reussissait, elle nous couvrirait de gloire, quels qu’eii fusseiit les 
r68ultats pour nous personnellemeiit. Tous ont temoigu6 Je plus courageux dd- 
vouement. Je leur ai ensuite fait part des dispositions que j’avais ari-etees, ainsi 
que de la mam^re dont je comptais arrivcrsur les postes ennemis, et je les ai con- 
duits sur un point de la place, d’oii jo leur ai fait voir la direction que je comptais 
prendre ; et, voulant marcher sur deux colonnes, pour avoir moins de profondeur 
et pour renverser un plus grand front d’cnncniis, ce qui me donnait au delk de 
leur ligne plus de latitude pour mes mouvements, je leur ai donn6 toutes les in- 
structions n^cessaires pour la inarche des deux colonnes, et pour base, j'ai annoucS 

S ue la colonnc de gauche 6tait la culonno de direction. Les deux compagnies 
’61ite du batt. du 82(n« regt. devaient marcher en t6te de la colunne de 
gauche, composde dudit bataillon, pour balayer le passage k la coloiine qui les 
suivait ; les deux compagnies de canonniers marchaient en tete de la colonne de 
droite avec le m6me objel ; cette colonne, commandde par le chef de bataillon du 
g6nie Thruiller, dtait composce de divers d^tachements du C®® ct du 8«® corps ; 
les sapeurs devaient roster en ville, une partie pour mettre le feu, une autre partie 
cn bataille sur divers points, pour emp^ciier les habitants do d6ranger notre opera- 
tion, et pour prot^ger la sortie de tons ; ils devaient ensnito former I’arriere-garde ; 
ils dtaient commaiides par M. lo chef de bataillon du genie Morlot, qiii est restd 
dans la place jusqu’^ ce que le feu ait 4te mis, et qui a f*to oblig6 de se faire jour 
une seconde fois avec ses sapeurs a traverh les posies enneniis, qui s’^taient rejoints 
sur nos derrieres. 

J’avais fait mettre les Equipages en queue do la coloiiue ; jo pr^voyais, quo dans 
touto esp6ce de cas, ils no pourraient nous suivre, et jo n otais pas f&c\)6 de los 
placer de nianiere a les faire prendre pour ocenper Vcniienu. 

Aprds 6tre convenu avee tons les offieiers de toutes arnies de tous les dfdails 

S r^liininaires de notre opdration, j 'ai dtd, comme k mon ordinaire, me promener 
ans la ville et sur les rempaits; j’ai causd avec tousles suldats; j’ai fait en sorte, 
par un air de sdcuritd et de cuiifiance, d'dcarter de leur esprit toute idde de doute 
ou d’inquidtude sur le rf'sultat dc notre opdration, et j'ai vii tout le nioiide pleiii 
de confiance, et j'ose dire d'enthousiaame ; u I’entrde de la nuit, j'ai fait prendre 
les armes a toute la gariiisoii pour enipeclier que quiconqut iie s'dloigne, et pour 
^tre pret aussitdt que toutes les dispositions seraient tcrininro^ ^ar on a travaillf* 
jusqu’au moment an ddpart. A 10 hciires toutdtait pret, j'ai envoy 6 I'ordre k 
tous les postes avancf‘s des demi-lunes et des cheinins converts dc se porter dans 
le plus grand silence en dedans de la barri^re par oil on devait sortir. Au moment 
de commencer Ic mouvemeiit, j*ai donnd pour mot d’ordre, Bonaparte ei Bayard; 
et tout le monde sVst mis en inarche sous les auspices de la gloire et de Thonneur. 

Je suis sorti le dernier ; nlors j'ai ciivoyd I’ordre k M. Ic chef de bataillon Morlet 
de mettre le feu dans les boites ; il 6tait convenu que ce seul ordre suffirait, parce 
qu*il devait faire un signal particulicr aussitot qu*il aurait eu la certitude que les 
meches alliim^es ^>taieiit en place, afin que le feu fdt mis aux poudres en m6me 
temps. I'out a 6t6 parfaitement exdcutd ; mes deux tites de colonnes ont com- 
mence k 6tre aux prises avec les postes eiinemis au moment in@me de rexplosion. 
Tout a dte enfonce, et j'ai continue rapidement ma route, toujours harceie sur rnes 
derrieres et sur mes flancs, ainsi que ie Tavais pr^vu ; tous les equipages ont etd 

f iillds. Je n’avais point voulu de guide, parce qu’il n’aurait pu m’enseignor que 
es chemins que je ne voulais pas suivre, et qu’il aurait pu mettre de I'incertitude 
dans nos mouvements. Ne pouvant reconnaitre de nuit les divers points de direc- 
tion que depuis long temps j’avais dtudids de jour, la lune m'a servi de boussolc ; 
les diifdrents ruisscaux ou rivieres que j’ai traverses, et dont je connaissais I’exis- 
tence, out aussi contribue k assurer ma direction ; j'ai harceld jusqu’au Turon. 

Li j’ai 4t6 abaiidonnd. Eniin, au jour, je me suis trouv6 entre Villar de Ciervo 
et Darba de Puerco; j’ai pris ma direction sur I’Agueda. Entre ces deux vil- 
lages, avant d’arriver sur la cr6te, la cavalerie ennemie m’a atteiut sur ma droite, 
et a marchi parall^lement en me fueillant, pour m’aiT^ter ou pour indiquer aux 
troupes qui itaieiit en marche pour me poursuivre, la route que j’avais prise. Je 
voyais sur ma gauche quelques crates couronnies de troupes; j’ai manoeuvre 
VOL. V. 3d 
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pour les 6viter ; je suis enfin arriv6 k un sentier qui conduisait au pont de San 
Felices. * 

Les deux colonnes qui avaient toujours marchd en vue et k port6e l*une dc 
Tautre, sont arrivces ensemble siir la rive gauche de I'Agueda, dans le m^me ordre 
qu*clles dtaient sorties d’Almeida ; elles avaient niarche toujours eti ordre par 
section, malgr^ les rochers, les rivieres, et les pr6cipiccs. 

L’arri^re'garde des sapeiirs avait rejoint depuis quelques moments la queue de 
la colonne de gauche. J 'ai aper^u alors quelques troupes de Tautre cdtd, que j'ai 
reconnues avee une lunette pour 6tre Fran^aises, et nous soinmes descendus ra- 
pidement siir le pont. L’ennemi arrivait de tons cutes ; il a atteint la queue de 
ma colonnc, et j’ai eu la douleur de voir p^rir quelques-uns de mes braves cania- 
rades ; cniin le g^ndral Rcgnier, commandant du 2^^ corps, a fait descendre des 
troupes vers le pont, ct a prot^gd notre passage. 11 a recueilli tons les blessds, et 
les a fait porter d. San Felices, ou nous nous somines trouv6s r6iinis au nombre 
d 'environ 1000 hommes. J'ai perdu dans toutc cette operation 360 hommes, 
dont k peu pr6s 150 tu6s, la plupart au prt^cipice, et 200 prisoniiiers qui se sont 
£cart6s, ct n'ont pu suivre la marche rapide de la colonne. 

Jc joins id le rapport du commandant du g^nie et celui de M. Lechinie, capi- 
tainc d'artillerie. lls donnent chacun dans leur ])artie des details circonstancics, 
queje n’ai pu qu’indiquer en grand. Je joins uussi im plan c6tc de la place; 
tout cc qui est trace cn noir indique les rev^teincnts qui ont saiitd. 

Maintenaiit, Monseigneur, il me reste un devoir a remplir, e'est de rendre jus- 
tice d tons losoiiiciers de la garnison ; j’oserai deinander la decoration de la Legion 
d’Honneur pour tons ceux qui ne Tout pas encore. Je joins a ce rapport I'etat 
nominatif de tons, et j’ai fait noter par une etoile ceux qui sont dejd decords. 


No. II. (p. 40.) 


The battle of Albuera, 

Le Mar6chal Due de Dalmatie a S. A. le Prince de Wa^^ram et d(> Ncufclidtel, Major 

Gdijcral. Solano, le 21 Mai, Iftll. 

Jo partis do Seville dans la nuit du 9 k 10, ainsi quo mon rapport dii 9 voiis I’an- 
non^*ait. Le 12 jo joignis entre Fuente Cantos et Bienvenida la division one eoni- 
ijianduit le gcndral Latour Maubourg. Le 14 je pris ]>osition k Villa Franca et 
Aliiiendralejo ; le 15 k S*“ Marta et Yillalba: nia eavaleric fiit poussce jusqiie dc- 
vant Albuera, ou j’appris que rarince enneiiiie se reunissait. Les difi'ereiis corps 
Espagnols, Portugais, et Anglai*^ venus dc Cadiz et dc» l^isbonnc', et nienie une 
brigade Anglaise tirec de la Sieile, niemi^aieiit rAndul()usi(\ Mu nmrehc avait 
degagd cette province, et I’cnnemi avait rappelc tous ses corps pour les reuiiir sur 
I’Albuera. Nous nous troiivdiucs ainsi, le 15, en prubcnee dc rarmec cnnemic, et 
jc rcsolus de ne pas perdre un instant, et de lui livrer butaille. 

La position que rennemi oecupait etait avantageii.se. Elle etait k rcmbranche- 
rnent des routes qui eonduisuient k Badajoz et k Jurunienha )>ar Valvcrde ct Oli- 
ven^a ; mais la division Espagiiole de Blake ne Tavait ])as encore joint, ct quoiqu'en 
differant je jiussc attendre des renforts, et que jc n’eus&e sous la main que 4 brigades 
d’infanterie, faisont 15,000 hommes, avec 3000 chevaux, cn tout 18,000 hommes 
seulement, je jugcai convenable de prevenir la jonetion de Blake avec 9000 Esjia- 
gnols, et de I’attaquer sur sa droitc, ahn dc me porter sur la ligne de communication : 
d’ailleurs la nature du terrain rendait ce point d’attaque le plus avantageux. Jc 
savais cjue le g^ndral Beresford, qui commandait rarmec tjui m’dtait onposdc, avait 
deux divisions d’infanteric Anglaise, fortes de 10,000 homines, 8000 rortug^, ct 
3000 Espagnols commandds par Costanos, avee 3000 hommes de cavalcrie, eo qui 
faisait en tout 24,000 hommes ; mais je ne^ doutais {loint du succds. 

M. le gdndral dc division Latour Maubourg commondut toutc la cavalerie, et 
M. le gdndral de division Ruty rartillcrie. M. le gdndral dc division Girard com- 
mandait les 2 premidres brig^cs, faisant 7000 hommes. Les gdndraux de brigade 
^ Werld ct Godinot commandaient chacun une autre brigade. 

Le gdndral Godinot fut charge avee sa brigade, k laquelle se joignit 5 esca^ons 
aux ordi*es du gdndral do brig^e Bricbe, dc faire ui|e faussc attaque sur le village 
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d’Albuera ; et je me portai avcc le reste de Tarmee sur la droitc de Tcnnemi, qui 
fut aussitot dcbordd i)ar notrc oavalerie. M. Ic pdnenJ Latour Maubourp manceuvra 
avec Budacc ct habiletd ; il chcrcha vaincnient h. engager dans une ^tiirc la cavar 
Icrie enncmic. Ccllc-ci sc tint constamraent en reserve. M. Ic gcndral Girard, 
ave<‘ scs deux brigades, maroha au ])as de charge et onleva la position de reimemi. 
Cette ]X)sition dtait oecupee i)ar ime (iivi^ion Espapiolc ct une brigade Anglaise, 
qui lacherent pied apres unc resistance assez opiniAtre, ct furciit vivement pour- 
suivics. Le champ de batailJc etait convert dc lours morts, et nous leur fimes bon 
nombre de prisoiinicrs. La scconde ligne dc Tennemi s*avun 9 a olors, ct ddborda 
considerabloinent la notre. M’ctant jjostc sur la hauteur, jc fus suqiris de voir un 
si grand nombre dc troujjcs ; et peu ajires j’appris, par un prisonnier £spagnol,<][ue 
Blake etait arrive avec 9000 honirnc«<, ct avait fait sa jonetioii h. 3 heurcs du matin. 
La iiartie n’dtait plu«. cgalc. L’cnnemi se trouvnit avoir jdiis dc 30,000 homines, 
tandis quo jc n*cn a\ais que 18,000. Je no jugeai plus devoir suivre mon projet, 
ct j'ordoimai quo Ton gardat la yiosition qui avail etc enlcvce ;i I’ennemi. 

Cependant la ligne cnneinie s'approcha bientdt de la notre, ct le combat fut des 
jilus tcrrililcs. Le general Latour Maubourg fit charger le 2"'® de hussords, le 

dc laneiors de la Vistule, le 4“*® ct le 20***® dc dragons, a^ t‘c unc habilcld et unc 
bravourc* trllc^? quo 3 brigades d’infonteric Anglaise furent entidrement ddtruiU>s. 
Six pieces de canon, 1000 prisunniers, ct 6 drayicaux (ei'ux dii 3”*®, 48'"*', ct 66’"* 
regimens Anglais) rcstcrcnt cn notre yionvoir. L’cnncnii nous laissa la position 
que nous lui a> ons prise, ct u Va plus nous atta(pi('r. i.ia tiraillcric dura jusqu’ti 
4 heurev ayircs midi, monient uuciucl elle finit de jwirt et d'aiitrc. 

Li‘s geiicrnux de briga<lt‘ Weric ct Pejiiii ont ctd tiics. Lcs generuux de brigade 
Maraiisiii et Bray(*r ont cte blesses. Lc colonel Pradke dii 28"*** rdgt. dMnlauterie 
K-jrerc a eld tiic, ainsi (pie les chefs de balailloii Astme ct Caimi", du 2G“* ct du 
2H"'* rdgimcuis. Notre tierte en tiics (d blesses >.0 monte h 2800 hommes. L*en- 
iiemi ne nous a pas fait dc prisoiinicrs, si cc n'cet 200 on 300 l>li‘*sds qui wmt restds 
dans lcs rungs. 

L’ciiiu'mi a perdu 3 gi'mcmux tuds, deux Anglais et un Espagnol. II y a 2 
gendraux blessi^s,. 1000 Anglais our ctd fails jirisonniers ((juclques-uns sc soiil 
dclia]ip(*s, mais nous cn avons comptd aujoiird’lmi 800) ; 1100 Espognols ont dgale- 
merit ctd pris. Tousles renseigm mens (pic j*ai pii me procurer jioi tent la perte 
de rennemi on tuds et blesses 5000 Anglais, 2000 Esyiagnols, et 700 ii 800 Por- 
tugais. C’cst done en tout une jierte dc 9000 hommes pour ramicc ennemie, 
e’est-b-dire une jiertc triple de la notre. 

Li's ti*ou])('S sc sent eouvertes dc gloirc. La cavaleri« fait dcs jilus belles 
charg-os, ct s’est jiarticuliercnumt distingude. L’artillcric a souteuu sa rdputation. 
.J*ai eu eonstamiucnt cn batti'rie 40 bouches k feu, qui voniissui(*nl la mort dans lcs 
rangs cniiciiiis. Lcs Anglais ont jx’rdu plus d’lin liomiiic sur deux. 

Le 17 nous sommes restds en prdscncc. 5000 homines inirtis (PElvas joignirent 
Parmce ennemie. Jo continuai h gaixlcr le champ do bataille, et le 18, k la pointo 
du jour, jc fis un mouveiiKuit de flanc sur Solano. 

•rai charge* le gdndrul de division (vuzan dc eonduiro 'a Seville mes prisonniers 
Anglais cl Espaguuls, ot mes blesses, avcc une oscortc convonable. Aussitot que 
je lc saurai arrive, jc manceuvrai yiour me joindre k d’uutics troupes, ct complcttor 
la ddfaitc do I’cnnemi. 

Jc nc termincrai yKiint cette ddpdclie sans faire k V. A. S. une mention partiou- 
licrc dcs services ({uo m’a reridus le general dc division Gazan, chef de Pdtat major 
gdndral : M. le gdndral Latour Maubourg la mdrite dgalemcnt ix>ur sc9 bonnes 
dispositions, ainsi (|ue M. lc gdndral Buty pour la manierc dont il a dirigd Partil- 
lenc. Jc (lois eitcr aussi lcs generaux G^mot, Bron, Driche, Bouvier dcs Eclats, 
ct Vielande ; Padjudant commandant Moequery, sous chef de mon dial mmor ; lc 
gdndral Bourglut et le colonel Berge, de Partillerie ; lc colonel Konopha, du 
1' rdgt. de landers de la Vistule ; lc colonel Vinot, du 2”** hussards ; ct le colonel 
Farine, du 4™ de dragons. Jc devrais dgalcment citcr plusicurs autres chefs et 
ofiiciers dc tout grade qui sc sont partieulierement distiiiguds ; mais tous les rapports 
particuliers nc m’dtant pas encore parvenus, je suis oblige de remettre k un autre 
rwport dc faire mention de cc qu’ils ont fait. Je dois dcs dlogcs yiartieuliers aux 
ofneiers dc Pdtat major et k mes aides de camp, la pluyiart d*entre cux ont dtd'dd- 
montes, et quclques unsont dtc blesses. J’aurai inccssammcnt Phonneur d’adresser 
k V. A. Petal des officiers que jc crois avoir mdrite les grAces de S. M. I. et R, 
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Le Comte Gasan, g6n6ral de dirifion, au Mardchal Due de Dalmatie. 

Ribera, le 19 Mai, 1811. 

J’ai IMionneur de rendre compte k votre Excellence que je viena d’arriver avec 
la totality de la colonne, qui eat infiniment plus forte que je n’auraia pu le croire. Je 
tAche de Tor^aniaer afin d’Aviter dea malheura, et aurtout le pillage qui nous ferait 
mourir de faim, et que j'al trouvA a son comble ce matin k mon arriv^e A Almen- 
dralejo. J’ai trouve A inon arriv^e ici la lettre de M. Lenormand a M. le major 
Daubcraac, qui couraitaprAs liii. Je la joins ici aprAs en avoir pris connaissance. 
Comme ie doia croire que ce ne peut dire que le 9^* corpa qui aoit A Alinaraz, 
j’Acria d^ici au Comte d’Erlon ann de i'engager A presscr aa marclie et A voua 
rejoindre. Cependant comme il aerait encore possible que ce fdt dea troupes de 
TarmAe du Centre commandAe par M. le gAuArm d’Amiagnac, je lui Acris pareillo- 
ment afin qu'il fasse un mouvement aur vous. 

Je rAponda A M. le capitaiiie Lenormand pour lui annoncer que e’est avec 
votre Excellence qu*il doit correspundre, M. le major Dauberaac ayant rejoint 
I'armAe. Je lui ordonne de raaaembler un fort convoi de aubaistaiices, et de raccom- 
pagner pour qu’il voua parvienne avec plus de sfiretA. Les grandes cbaleurs feront 
beaucoup de mal A nos blessAs, doiit le nombre s’AlAve a plus de 4000, aurtout 
n’ayant pour les punser que 5 cbirurgiens ; quelques uns d’entr’eux aont morts 
pendant la route, dont M. Lapierre, clief de bataillon au lOS"^*’ >‘Agt. 

Je suis encore sans iiouvelles de M. le chef d’escadron La Barth e ; j’aurai 
Lhonneur de vous en donner du meme instant que je pourrai communiquer avec 
lui. Dea partis Espagnola aont A Los Santos et A P'liente del Maestre, et out 
paru ce matin A Almendralejo et a Villa Franca. 11s out pria dans ce dernier 
endroit des renaeigiiemcns aur la marche de notre colonne, et ont annoncA do voir 
arriver aujourd’hui A Los Santos 400 chevaux et line forte colonne dlnfantcrie. 
Je ne crois nullement A ce mouvement, mais a tout AvAneinent nous le^ verruns, 
et je tficherai de les Achapper. Que votre Excellence vcuillc bicn recevoir avee 
bontA Tassurance de mon aincAre et rcspcctueux dAvouemeiit. 


No. III. (p. 45.) 

Le Prince de NcufchAtel et Wagram, Vice CouiiAtable, Major GAnAral, au MarAclial 
MossAiia, l^ince d'Essling, Due de Rivoli. Paris, ce 8 Avril, IRll. 

En rappelunt le Due d’Elcliingen, I’Empereur vous envoic pour commander le 
fie corps le Due de Raguae. Ce MarAcliid, icune, actif et que vous connaiasez, 
vous sera utile ; il a Ic desir d’acquArir de la gluirc. 

Le MarAcbal Due de Raguae A S. A. le Prince de Wagiarn el de NcufcliAtol, Major GA- 
nAral. Salainanque, 14 Mai, 1811. 

Quclque diligence que j'aie pu faire, la raretA des escortes et PAloignement des 
stations m’ont empecliA d'arriver A TurmAe pres d’Aliiieida avani le 7 A 4 lieurcs 
du matin. L'arniAe etait en prAscnce depuis trois jours, el ravaiit-veillc il y avait 
eu un combat extrAmeinent honorable pour les troupes de Sa MajestA, dont le 
Prince d'Essling vous aura rendu compte. Un aucces extrememeiit brillant avait 
cummencA la joumAe, il n’avait AtA aclietA par presqiraucune perte. L'opinion 
gAiiArale dea officiers et des soldats, et lea indications que prAsenteiit les localitAs, 
semblent prouver que si la division Marcliand du fic corps avait AtA soutenue, une 
victoire aignalAe aurait AtA le rAsultat dea efibrts de I’armAc. Des engagements 
sans objet et sans but ont succAdA A une premiere impulsion, et out coutA trop 
d'hommes A I’armAe. 

Ce qui me paratt foident de la campagne de Portugal^ e'eet que la situation des 
choses actueUes vient de ce que le Prince d'Essling n'a voulu livrer hataUle fit pen-- 
dant la retraite ni dans son operation sur Almeida^ bataiUe qui lui a He ojferte 
plusieurs fois, qu'il aurait Svidemment gagnSe, et qui aurait Jix^ le sort de la cam- 
pagne. 


MarAcbal Due de Ragum A S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcbfttel, Migor 
pAiiAral. Salamauque, le 14 Mai, 1811. 

J’ai re 9 u seulement le 6 I’ordre de S. M. qui me cqpfie le commandement de 
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Bon ann4e de Portugal. J*ai pris une connaiasance g^n^rale de la situation 
des choses ; et rnolgr^ le d6sorare de rarm6e, sa fatigue extreme, et I'^tat de 
disorganisation oil elle^est, je trouverais facile k remplir la t&che que TEmpereur 
m'a donnie, si Tarmcc n'itait en totaliti ddpourvue de moyens de transport pour 
rartillerie et pour les vivres, et dans un pays ou la longue station de Tarnide et 
les sieges de Ciudad Rodrigo et d’Almeida ont detruit tons les bestiaux. Cepen- 
dant S. M. peut itre assuiie que tout ce qui sera liumainement possible de faire 
sera mis k execution, et que les intirets de son service dans cette circonstance 
iinportante, mes devoirs cnvers sa personne, Ic besoin de justiiier Thonorable choix 
dont je suis I’objet, me sont beaucoup plus chers que la vie. Mais V. A. me 
permettra d’exposer ici ines besoins, fondls sur la situation des choses, et de rd- 
clamer les secours qui sont emineinmeiit nicessaires. De 4200 chevaux qui com- 
posaient Tartillerie de I'armee, il y a un an, 1400 restent aujourd’hui, et de ce 
nombre 400 seulement peuvent etrc attelis, 400 ou 500 pourront Tdtre dans 
quelque temps; le reste n’existera plus dans 15 jours. V. A. jugera quel est 
mon etnbarros pour rendre Tarmie mobile ; car enfin II faut des canons et des 
cartouches a sa suite. Le Due d’lstrie m*a donnd 100 chevaux de Tartillerie de 
la Garde, et j*appricie ce secours ; mais j'osc supplier S. M. de m’en accorder un 
plus grand nombre. Les chevaux de rartillerie de la Garde sont trds-prds d'ici, 
et pourraient nous etre donnes, tandis que d'autres venant de France les rem- 
placeraient. L’equipage de I’artilleric de I’armde, pour une bonne ddfensive, 
devrait itre porti k 2000 chevaux on mulets. Sans moyens dc transport riguliers, 
il est impobsihle de se inouvoir dans un pays que la guerre a ddvasti, que de 
iiomhreuses bandes parcourent sans cesse, oh les requisitions sont extr^mement 
difficiles k cffectuer. Y renoncer, ce serait rendre plus grands encore des dds- 
ordres qui peuvent avoir les consequences les plus graves. L*arm5e avait en 
entrant en cainpagne 300 caissons dc vivres ; il n*in existe plus que 34. Jc de- 
inande avec instance, pour les vivres, 1200 a 1500 mulets de bdt, qui pourraient 
sans doute Hre proniptement achetds ii Bayonne. L’arinde Anglaise a 12,000 
betes de somnie, soit pour Tartillerie, soil pour les vivres ; aussi tons les mouve- 
nicnis se font-ils avec facililc, et c’ost de TEspagne qu’ils en tirent le plus grand 
nombre. 

Les moyens de transport que je demande sont calculds pour la ddfensive ; 
Fofrensive dans Vintdrieur du Portugal en exigerait presque le o^ouble. 

La destruction des mulcts et des chevaux que I'armde dc Pt^r^ugal vient d'dprou- 
ver, est nioins encore le r^sultat de la canipagnc propremeijt dtie, que deTabsence 
total e d’administration, qui a eu lieu h son relour de Portugal, ct qui existe 
encore. 

y. A. apprendra avec dtonnement qu’il ii'a pas fait une seule distribution, 
ni aux chevaux d’artillerie, ni a ceux de la cavalerie, depuis qu’elle est en cam- 
pagne. Ausbi la division de dragons, coinposf‘e de 6 regiments, est reduite d 
800 chevaux pour le service ; le reste est incapable d’etre montd. Les troupes 
Idgeres, k I'exeeptioii de la brigade Fournier, qui est en meilleur 6tat, sontrdduites 
h rien. l^a brigade Lamotte, compohde du 3“® dc hussards et du 15"® de chas- 
seurs, et qui est la plus forte du corps d’armde, n*a aujourd’hui que 247 chevaux 
Busceptiblcs d’etre montds. Mes premiers soins ont eu pour objet d’empecher le 
mal de s’accroitre, et de conserver au moiiis les chevaux cxistants ; et les mesures 
que je vais prendre encore rempliront, j’espi^re, cet objet, le premier et le plus 
important de tons. 

C'est au nom de la gloire des armes de S. M., e’est au nom du salut de son 
armde, et pour lui donner la facilitd de ddtruire ses ennemis, que je supplic S. M. 
de nous accorder les moyens de transport que je rdclame, ct qui nous sont india- 
pensablement ndeessaires. 


No. IV. (p. 90.) 

Le Mardchal Due de Dolmatie au Mardchal Due de Raguse. Llerena, 5 Juin, 1811. 

En rdpondant k la lettre que vous m’avez fait I’honneur de m’£crire le 16 Mai 
dernier par le retour de M. le capitaine Fabvier, votre aide de camp, je vous 
ai pr6venu que je serais aussi prSt a me reporter en avant dans les premiers jours 
de Juin. Nous void k F6poque que j’avais anuonc^e, et je n’attends plus que 
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d’etre instriiit de votre marche pour commencer mon mouvementd Tefiet d’op6rer 
notre reunion et marcher vers le but que, Tun ot I’autre, nous avons. 

J'ai rhonneur de vous faire prier de me faire part de vos operations le plus 
promptement possible, et de presser votre marche vers Merida. 11 n’y a plus de 
terns a perdre sans s'exposer aiix plus graves consequences. Nous aurons ainsi 
pr^venu les renforts que I’ennemi attend, et Badajoz sera sauve. Dans 3 ou 4 
jours je me porterai en avant, quelques iiouvellcs que je re 9 oive de vous. 

No. V . (p. 106.) 

Le Marechul Due d'lstrie & S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de NeufchStel, Major 

General. Valladolid^ le G Juiti, 1811. 

Je vous ai dcrit depuis deux mois, pour vous faire connaitre la situation de ce 
pays. Quels que soieiit les rapports que Ton fusse b I’Empereur des difierents 
points de I’Espagne, il ifeii cst pas moins positif que je dis la verite, et que les 
affaires soiit partout les mcmes. 11 esl temps de prendre iin grand parti. L'armdc 
du Noid sc compose de 44,000 liommes, il est vrai ; mais, si on en rdunit 20,000, 
il n’y a plus de communication, et rinsurrection va faire les plus grands progres. 
La c6te sera perdue jiisqirb. Bilbao. Nous iiianqiicrons de tout, parce que ce 
n’est qu’avec la plus grande peine que nous vivons an jour le jour. L’esprit de 
ce pays est affreux. Le depart du Koi pour Paris, la retraite de I’armco dc Por- 
tugal, ct sa marche sur le Tage, 1 evacuation de tout le pays, m^^me de Sala- 
manque, tout cela monte les tetes h. un point difKcile b exprimer. Les bandes 
grossissent, et se recrutent sur tons les points avee la plus grande activity. 

.T*ai eu rhonneur de vous parler dans plusicurs dc mes lettres de cet etat de 
choscs. Jc n’ai rieu h. me rcprocher, MonHeigneur ; je ne cesserai de vous en 
parler ; le service de S. M. le veut, scs iiiterOts me le commandent. J’ai cru 
devoir, en attendant, me mettre en mesure. J 'ai donne I'ordre au general Bonet 
de sc porter sur Leon, en gardant le col de Pajares pour menacer de tomber 
sur cc qui chcrcherait a deboucher par Oviedo, le long de la cote, ou dans la 
Castille. 

J'envoic un batoillon et la cavuleric du gdneral Wathier a Salamanque. Je 
rdunis ici 4 regiments. Au premier signal, j’appellcrai toutes les troupes de la 
Garde, soit pour agir contre quiconque deboucherait contre moi, soit pour me 
porter au socours du Due de llugu<«e, ou dc Madrid. Si je suis oblige de prendre 
ce grand parti, il nc faudra pas, de quelque temps, compter sur les communica- 
tions. Vitoria, Burgos, et.Valladolid sont les seuls points que jt* puisse garder. 
Cependant je ne Icverai les postes intermcdiaires entre ces trois points qu'^ la 
derniere extremiff*. 

Je vois avec regret le temps qu’il me faut pour reunir les troupes, et le pen 
de moyens que j'ai pour garder fortement Santander, qui est, sous tous les 
rapports, un mauvais poste qu’on nc pent ddfendre qu’en le couvrant dc bcaucoup 
de troupes. 

Monseigneur, parlez dc I’Espagne; on fait illusion b TEmpereur. Ce n’est 
plus d'une bataille contre les Anglais que depend la pacification de la Pdninsule. 
Si les Anglais sont les plus forts, ils la livrcroiit ou la recevront. A noinbre dgal 
ils la refuseront, b plus forte raison s’ils ne sont pas les plus forts. Ils nc la don- 
neront point en plaine : s’ils la perdent, ils ont le Portugal pour retraite ; et, en 
Portugal, ils ne voieiit que leurs vaisseaux. 

Tout le monde coniiait le mode vicieux de nos operations. Toiitle mondc con- 
vient que nous sommes trop disscmincs. Nous occupons trop dc pays ; nous usons 
nos moyens sans profit ct sans neccssitc ; nous tenons a des reves. Cadiz et 
Badajoz engloutiront toutes nos rcssources: Cadiz, parce qu'on ne le preiidra pas; 
Badajoz, parce qu'il faut une armce pour I’^ppuyer. Il faut ddtruire celui-ci et 
renoncer pour le moment b I’autre. Il faut se resserrer, avoir des points d’appui 
pour nos magasins et nos liGpitaux, et regarder les deux tiers de I’Espagne comme 
un vasle champ- de bataille, qu’une victoire nous donne ou nous fait perdre, 
jusqu’ii cc que nous ayons change de systeme et que Pon veuille vdritablement 
oohquerir et pacifier TEspagne. Nous n’avons personne sur la c6te depuis Bar- 
celonc jusqu’b Vera; Valence est I’entrepGt de tous las insurges du nord et du 
centre ; ct nous faisons le si6ge de Cadiz ! • 
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Si je me trompe dons mon calciil, et que je passe encore pour un humme 
timide, vous vous rappellerez quo j’ai Thabitude dc calculer lea cliances; inais 
que, quels que aoient lea dv^ncments, je suis ensuite Ic plus tenace. Lea consd- 
quciices dc tout ceci peuvent etre irrdparables, a*il n’est rieii cbangd au ayateine 
actuel. 

II faut ae ddpecher de renvoyer le Roi a Madrid. Son ddpart a fait bien du 
inal ; on aura dc la peine h. Ic rdparer. 

Je vous cnvoic mes rdves; ri’y voyez que la passion du bien. 

Le Marechal Due de Raguse a S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Ncufclitltcl, Major 
Gdii^ral. Badajoz, le 21 Juin, 1811. 

J*ai cu rhoiineur de rcndie compte a V. A. de tons Ics efforts que j*avais fails 
pour inettre Tamidc en dtat d’entrer cn caiiipagne, et de manwuvrer pour secourir 
I’arinde du Midi. Coinme j’ignorais la situation prdcise de reniicmi, je crus 
d’abord devoir m*en rapproclier, aiin de profiter des circonstances que la fortune 
puurrait m’ofirir, et en second lieu pour lui ddguiser pendant qiielquc temps mes 
vdritables intentions. En consdquence j’cchelonnai mes troupes sur la route de 
Ciudad Rodrigo ct sur ecllc de Plaseiicia, et je me portai de ma personne, le 3, 3. 
Ciudad Rodrigo, avec la plus grande partie de la cavalcrie, et une forte avant- 
garde. Je profitai dc cette circonslance pour jeter dans la place beaucoup d'ap- 

S rovisionnemeiits ; j'en partis dans la nuit, me dirigeant sur Gallegos, dans I'espoir 
e sururendre la division du general Craufurd, qui dtait cantonnde b 3 lieues dc 
Ciudad Rodrigo. Peu d'heures ont sufil pour que ce gdiidral fdt instnut de mon 
arrivde a Rodrigo ; et il s'e^^t mis en marchc immcdiatenient pour se retirer au 
dela de la Coa, laiss.ant sa cavalerie en observation, ei abandonnant divers magasins 
de subsistonces. Le gdndral Montbrun inanceuvra avec sa cavalerie sur la cavalerie 
ennemie, la poussa avec une giande vigueur, et lui fit quelqucs prihonniers. 
J’a]>pris que Lord Spencer, qui coinmandait Parmee en Pabsence de Lord Wel- 
lington, avait a scs ordres 5 divisions cchelonndes des bords de la Coa jusqu*^ 
Castello Branco. J e conclus qu'iine partio de ces troupes etait destince a passer sur 
la rive gauche du Tage a la premiere apparence du besoin. 11 me parait Evident 
que le marechal Due de Dalinatie, qui avait ddj^ devant lui rancienne armde qu*il 
avait conibattuc renforede de 2 divisions, n'aurait jamais le moyen de faire lever 
le siege de BadHjoz, et qu*un detaclieineiil de Parmee de Portugal meme serait 
insuffisant, puisqu’il pouriait Otre toujours neutralist pai nii detachement de 
pareille force qui conserverait ii I’eiinemi sa superiorite. J c me deeidai done h 
marcher avec toute Tarmte. J envoi ai I’ordrc au gendral Regnier dc partir de 
Puente Roble et de Los Santos, oil il dtait avee 2 divisions, pour sc porter sur 
Banos et Plascncia, eii ayant soin d’etablir Popinion quo ces 2 divisions scules 
ctaient celles qui se reiidaicnt sur le 'Page. 11 parait que Lord Spencer a cite 
complctcment trompe sur ce inouvement, et que Lord Wellington n'a cte instruit 
que d’uiie manierc trds-tardivc dc la marche de Parmte. L equipage de pout sur 
Icqiiel je comptais pour passer le 'Page ii’etant point arrive de Madrid, ma marchc 
a dtc retardee. Ccpeiidant il ttait urgent d'arriver ; car tous les rapports aniion- 
9 aicnt que la place de Badajoz etait attaqude avec une grande vigueur, que 3 
brtches dtaieiit ouvertes, quo 2 assauts avaient ddja 6t6 donnds, et que Pcntiemi 
voulait d tout prix se rendre maitre de cette ville iinportante. Quels qu’aient etc 
les obstacles qui nuissaient des circonstances, nous avoiis fait unc si grande 
diligence, que mon avant-garde est arrivde k Mdrida le 17 au soir, d'oii die s’est 
lide avec les postes de Parnide du Midi. Le 1 8 au matin, le Due de Dalmatic et 
moi, nous nous sommes coiicertds sur les mouvements qu'il convenait dc faire pour 
chasser Peniiemi de ses positions retranchdes d*Albuera, et delivrer Badajoz; 
mais Pennemi s’est retire en toute hate, a repassd la Guadiana, et est rentre cn 
Portugal sans que nous ayons eu moyen de Patteindre. 11 est fkclieux qu*il n’ait 
pas ost tenter la fortune, car une victoire signalte aurait infaillibleincnt marqut 
notre arrivde dans ces contrtes. Nous sommes entrds hier a Badajoz, oil nous 
avons pu voir de nos yeux quelle vigueur le geiitral Philippon, gouvemeur de 
Badajoz, et sa brave garnisoii ont mise k la ddfense dc cette place, ct combien iU 
Bont digues d'dloges. 

Je ne puis me dispenser de louer Pexcellent esprit qui aanimt Purmte pendant 
unc marchc longue ct ptnible, dans unc saison brulante, et au milieu de beaucoup 
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de j^rivatlons ; mais on ne sanrait trop attendre de preuyes de ddvouement au 
service de S. M., dee braves rdgiinents qui composent rarm^e de Portugal. 

Le Mar6chal Due de Dalmatie S. A. le Prince cle Wagnra et de Neufcli&tel, Major 

G4ij£>ral. Badajoz, le 2*2 Juin, 1811. 

Je m'empresse de rendre compte k V. A. S. quo la place de Badajoz estd^gag^e, 
et que Ics troupes qui en formaient le sidge se sont retirdes dans Tint^rieur du 
Portugal, pour joindre le restant de l’anii6e Anglo-Portugaise, command^e par 
Lord Wellington, qui a pris la in^me direction. 

Le 12 de ce mois, je partis de Llerena avec les troupes de I’armde du Midi que 
j^avais fait r6unir. M. le gcndral Drouet, Comte d’Erlon, que je savais devoir 
joindre 2 jours apr^B, suivit le mouvement; la tSte de sa coloniie arriva le 13 k 
Usagre, ou dtait le 5"*^ corps. Je me portai sur Los Santos, od je me trouvai au 
milieu des dtablissoinents de Tarmde ennemie. Le 15, je pris position k Fuente 
del Maestre; et le 17 a Almendralejo, d’ok le 18 je communiquai avec Tarmce 
Impdriale de Portugal, dont I’avant-garde arrivait k Merida. m6me jour, je 
concertiii avec M. le marcclial Due de Raguse los mouvements des deux armdes. 

Le 19, nous fdines instniits que le siege de Badajoz dtait lev6, et que Tennemi 
avait abnndonnc sa position d'Albiiera, evacud Olivenga, et quMl retirait ses troupes 
sur la rive droite de la Guadiana, du cdtc d'Elvas. Dans Taprks midi dc la ineine 
joiimde, I’arniee sp poila on avaiit, et je re^iis une lettre de M. It gdneral Phi- 
lippon, gouverneur de Badajoz, qui me contirinait la retraite dc rennenii. Le 20, 
nos troupes arriverent sur la Guadiana, devant 01iven9a et k Badajoz. L'armee 
de Portugal manoeuvra par la rive droite et suivit la route de Talavera ; celle du 
Midi deboucha par S**' Marta et Albuera, tandis qu'une colonne longca les 
muntagnes sur la gauche. La cavalerie des deux armdes est aujourd’hui on recon- 
naissance sur Villa Vi^osa, Elvas, et en avant de Cainpo Maior, 2 Teifet de con- 
naitre les mouvements et dispositions des eniieinis. Sur les rapports qui scront 
fciits, nous conviendrons avec M. le marecbal Due de Huguse des nouvelles opera- 
tions que I’armde dc Portugal et celle du Midi devront entrepreiidre. 

La jonction des deux arinees sur les bords de la Guadiana estuii des dvencments 
les ])lus remarquables de la guerre d’Espagne ; il sera par la suite du plus grand 
effet pour le bieri du service de TEmpereur. Son premier rdsul tat a dtd de sauver 
Badajoz. Les provinces mcridionales de TEspagne se trouvent entidrement 
ddgagdes du c6te du Portugal, et la tranquillitd, qui a dtd momentandment troublde 
sur pliisieurs points, va se retablir. Nous etions dans Tintention, M. le mardchal 
Due de Raguse etmoi, de livrer bataille uux emicmis; mais Lord Wellington s’est 
pn\demment retird avanl que nous puissions le jomdre. Copendant ses forces 
coiisistaient en 60,000 hommes, dont 30,000 Anglais, y compris les divisions com- 
manddos par le gdndral Spencer qu il venait de retirer du nord, 14,000 PortugJiis, 
et 16,000 Espagnols; il y avait dans ce nombro 5000 bomnies de cavalerie. 

Il est fdclieux q’une aflkirc gdndrale n’ait pu avoir lieu, le .succes n’eOt pas dtd 
incertain ; mais il est k esperer que roocasion s*en prdsentera, surtout si Parmde 
de Portugal se tient en rapport d' operation avec Tarmee du Midi, et communique 
avec elle, ainsi que cela a eu lieu aujourd'hui. Je ne puis k ce sujet conserver le 
luoindre doute : rempreasement que M. le mardchal Due de Raguse a mis pour 
venir, avec toutes ses troupes disponibles, au secours de Badajoz et de Tarmde du 
Midi, lui est siglorieux, que j’en tire la consequence que M. le mardchal sera tou- 
jours disposd a rdgler ses mouvements de la nianiere la plus avail tageuse au service 
de I’Kmpereur, en attendant que S. M. ait daignd manifestcr ses intentions sur les 
opdrations de la campagne. 

Je duis a prdsent rendre compte k V. A. de la situation dans laquellc nous 
avons trouvd la place de Badmoz, et de la glorieuse defense de sa brave garnison. 
M, ]p gdndral de brigade Pbilippon, qui la commande en qiialitd de gouverneur, 
a eu le rare mdrite de se cider des moyens,^ et d’utiliser pour la ddfense tout ce 
qiiMl y avait de Fran 9 aiB dans Badajoz, tandis que d'uiie main vigourcuse il con- 
tenuit les habitants, et les employait memo aux travaux de fortification, que Ton 
a sans cesse perfdttionnds. J’aurai incessanimeiit I'honneur d’adresser k V. A. 
copie du journal de siege qui a dtd tenu ; aujourd’hui je ne puis que lui indiquer 
les principaux faits qui se sont passds, et la prier de vouloir bien prdsenter k 
PEnipereur M. le gdndral Pliilippon comme ayant mdritd d’eprouver 1 effet de ses 
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bonnes grAces. J'ai I’honneur de demander poui lui le titre de Comte, et une dota- 
tion ; je solliciterai aussi des recompenses pour divers militaires de tout grade qui 
se sont distingiies par des actions d'^clat. 

An 16 Mai dernier, ^poque de la bataille que je livrai k I’armee aUi^e k Albuera, 
il y avelt 9 jours que reuiieini avait ouvert la traiich6e devant Badajoz, et 6 jours 
que le feu avait commence centre la place. Le 15 au soir, les assi^geaiis retirerent 
toutes leurs troupes, et les r^unirent-au restant de leur arm^e k Albuera; elles lie 
repariirciit que le 19. Pendant leur absence, le g4n6ral Philippon lit raser la 
totality des oiivrages qu’elles nvaient £lev^s, et il fit rentrer dans la place les plates- 
formes et fasciiiages qu’il y trouva. 11 prit m6me quelques convois aux ennemis, 
lesquels se disposcrent a reprendre les travaux du si^^ge ; mais ils n'ouvrirent pour 
la secondc fois la tranc1i6e que dans la nuit du 30 au 31 Mai. Lc feu centre la 
place recoinmen 9 a le 3 J uin, et il continua sans interruption jusqu'd, la lev6e du 
siege. Le 6, trois breclies ^taient d^ja faites, Tune au ch&tenu, et deux au fort 
San Cristoval. La hreclie du clifiteau, Bitu6e entre le bastion de la Trinitd et la 
Guadiana, d, gauche de la lunette Saint Rocb, 6tait praticable ; mais le g^ndral 
Philippon la fit escarper, et ordonna d’dlevcr en arridre un retranebement intdrieur 
dans le teiTe plein du chateau. Cette dernidre disposition dtait parfaitement 
eiitendue ; rennenii nc fit qu’une fausse attaque sur ce point. 

Au fort San Cristoval, il ii’y avait qu*uue aes deux breehes qui ffit praticable. 
Dans la nuit du 7 au 8, 1500 Anglais se lanccrcnt dans les fossds du fort, appli- 
qiunent des dchellcs, et voulurent donner Tassaut. Trois fois ils revinrent h la 
charge ; 75 braves, coininandes par le capitaine Chauvin, du 88"** idglment, les 
re])ousserent constamment, et leur tirent eprouver de trus-grandes pertes. Nous 
cumes des soldats blessds de cou]> de baionnctte sur le haut de la brdche. Le 
sueecs fut coniplct ; les morts, les blessds, et \vs eehelles resterent dans lc fossd. 

Les jours suivants, renuemi continua son feu sur le fort San Cristoval, et 
chercha a agrandir la brdche. liC capitaine Joudion, du 21 “* Idger, commandait 
dans ce fort avee une garnison de 140 homines. Chaque soldat avait 4 fusils 
chargds k ses c6tcs, et le general Philippon avait fait placer sur les parapets 
une grande quantity de bombes chargdes, dont le sergent Bretto, du 5"*® rdginient 
d'artillerie, avait la direction (ce mf'ine militaire s’dtait ddjk distingud au premier 
•assaut). Dans la nuit du 10 au 11, 2000 Anglais se prdsentdrent dc nouveau 
dans le fosse. Dcja ils avaient applique 40 eehelles, la tete de leur colonne 
arrivait au haut dclabieche; lc sergent Brette s’cerie : J^fon capitaine, fa ut-U 
fa'iresautcr la premiere mi tie ? Les bombes et les grenade^ Jcscendent, et, en 
dclutant, elles brisent le.^ eehelles ct rdpandent la iiiort et i'opouvante panni les 
ennemis, taiidis qu’k coup de bai’onnette la garnison les prdcipitc de la brdche. 
Ell un instant, les fosses sont combles de morts et de blessds, parmi lesquels plu- 
sieurs oificiers Anglais. Dans cette confusion, des ofiSciers Anglais demandent 
du secours ; lc brave Joudion leur ordonne de redre.sBer une dchelle et de montcr 
duns le fort pour sc reiidre prison tiiers, ce qui fut execute. Au jour, le gdndral 
eiinenii dciivit augdndral Philippon pour lui demander une trdve de 3 heures, 
afin d’enlever les blessds qui ctaient restes dans les fossds ou sous le feu du fort ; 
la demande fut accordde. La perte des Anglais, dans cette circonstance, fut de 
plus de 000 homines. Nous n’efimcs pas 10 hommes hors de combat. C’est un 
des plus beaux faits d’armes que run connaisse. 

On estiinc que la perte des Anglais, au siege de Badajoz, est au moins de 3000 
hommes. Les Portugais et les Espagnols out aussi perdu du monde. 

En adressant k V. A. le journal du sidge, j’aurai riionneur de lui prdsenter 
le nom des militaires de tons grades qui se sont distinguds, et qui ont mdritd les 
grdees de TEmpereur, pour qu^elle ait la bontd de les sollicitcr. 

M. le chef de batailloii Lamare commandait le gdiiie, M. le chef de bataillon 
Colin Tartillerie. Ce dernier tomba malade pendant le sidge ; il fut parfaitement 
secondd par M. le colonel Gonzalds et le chef de bataillon Horrd, tous deux au 
service de S. M. C. Je regrette infiniment de ne pouvoir, dans ce premier rapport, 
citer tous les braves. 

M. le gdndral Philippon se loue de la fermetd de caractore que M. Theran, 
commissaire royal de la province, a montrde, ainsi que les chefs principaux de 
radministration Espagnole qui dtaient dans Badajoz. 

Le 12, les ennemis dtant instruits des mouvements que les armdes opdraient, 
coinmencdrent k rctirer leur artillerie de sidge. Lc 17, toutes les troupes ennemies 
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avaient disparu. Le 18, la coxnmunicatien fut rouverte avec Badajoz, au moyen 
des partis qui y arriverent par les deux rives de la Guadiana. Le 20, j ’arrival h 
Badajoz avec M. Ic mar^chal Due de liaguse. 

Aiiisi, les eiinemis n’ont retird de leur derniere expedition en Estremadure, et 
de leur attaque sur Badajoz, que la hontc de s’dtre livres a ces deux eiitreprises. 
Les Anglais ont perdu au moins 8000 de leurs propres troupes ; les Portugais, de 
3000 h. 4000 hommes, et les Espagnols aiitant. Ces pertes ont assurd de nouveaux 
triomphes aux armdes de I’Empereur, et ellcs ont consaerd, en faveur de I'amnde 
Impdriale, la victoire signalde qui a dtd remportdo, le 16 Mai dernier, dans les 
champs d’Albuera, oil je reinplis le premier objet quo je m’dtais proposd, celui de 
faire diversion en faveur de Badajoz, et de meti«*c la place en dtat de prolonger sa 
rdsistance. Aujourd’hui, il est bicn constant que la bataille d'Albucra a fait 
gagner au moins 20 jours, et que, pendant ce temps, dcs dispositions ont pu dire 
prises pour faire arriver de nouveaux renforts et donner le moyen k I'armde de 
Portugal de prendre part aux opdrntions. Par Ik, le second objet que je m’dtais 
proposd, en faisant mon premier mouvement, a dtd dgalcment rempli, etles troupes 
qui ont combattu k Albuera n’ont pas cessd un seiil jour de garder rofiensive 
coiitre les enneinis. 

J’ai Vlionneur de mettre sous les yeux de V. A. I’ordre du jour qu’hier j’ai 
dound k I’annde. 

Le Mardchal Due de Dalmatie al S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufchatel, Major 

Cirdudral. Uadajoz, le 28 Juiii, 1811. 

L’armde ennemie qui avait repasse la Guadiana a continue sa rctraite. Ellc est 
dans ce moment a 3 marches de nous. Elleparait renoncer entierement I’Espagne, 
et sc concentrer pour la defense de Lisbonne. 

Lord Wellington avait dejh le 2G Juin son qiiartier general k Portalegre. Plus 
de 8000 malades et blesses Anglais ont etc dvacues sur Lisboniie, avec tons leurs 
eros bagages. Les Espagnols sc soiit reposes d’eux, et ont etc dirigds sur Tcm- 
bouchure de la Guadiana. 

Les cadres des C rdgiinens Anglais qui ont dtd detruits k la bataille de I’Albuora 
sont retonmds cn Arigleterre. II n’est reste de ces rdgiinens que dcs otiiciers et 
des sous oOiciers. 

Par les renscigiiemens rccueillis des liabitans, les Anglais ont eu k la bataille 
6500 homines tuds, blesses, et prisonniers. Beanconp de blessds sont morts. Les 
Espagnols et Portugais ont perdu 4000 hommes. La perte de I’ennemi est triple 
de la nOtre. Aussi dans la nuit du 17 au 18 avait il commence k battre sa rctraite ; 
et il Rurait repassd la Guadiana si j'avais du continuer Tattaque; mais la reunion 
des Espagnols, sur lesqucls je ne comptais pas, m'ayant presente nne trop grande 
masse dc troupes, jc ne jugeai pas k pnipos de le faire. J’avais d’ailleurs dtd in- 
formd que le siege dc Badajoz avait dtd levd, et que Tartilleric on avait dtd retirde, 
cc qui me donnait un rdpit de deux inois pour venir au secours de cette place. 

Les Anglais sont tres incconteiis du gdndral Beresford, qui a dtd suspeiidu et 
renvoyd en Angleterre pour avoir expose les troupes Aiiglaises, et dpargnd les 
Portugais et les Espagnols. 11 est vrai que ceux-'Ci, qni etaient plus nombreux, 
ont dtd moins exposes que les Anglais, et ont fait de inuindres pertes qu'eux. 

Il nous arrive un tres grand nombre de ddserteurs de I’annee Anglaise. Tons 
Bssurent que les Anglais sentent leur impuissance pour suutcnir la lutte cn Espagne, 
et tout porte k penser que lorsquc I'armde de reserve que V. A. m’aiinonce sera 
arrivde sur Almeida, ils se convaincront de I’inipossibilite de tenir ineme k Lisbonne. 

Les Anglais ont cprouvd nne grande pdtiurie de vivres et d’argent. L’argent 
devient trds rare chez eux : ils ne Ic repaudent plus avec la meme profusion. Ils 
attribuent ccla a la defaveur de leur change. 

Les breches de la place dc Badajoz se reparent avec la plus grande activitd. 
La place est reapprovisionnde pour 7 mois.i On vient de trouver un nouveau 
iiiagasin de 100 milliers de poudre, qui avait dtd cacbd dans les suuterrains. 

J 'ai fait raser Oliven^a. 

Le Marechal Due de Dalmatie k S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcbktel, Major 

Ctenural. Badajoz, le 24 Jnin, 1811. 

Ilier, tuutc la cavaleric dcs armdes de Portugal et^du Midi a dtd portdc en 
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reconnaissance sur la ligne enneinie. M. le Mar£chal Due de Roguse a dirig^ le 
g6n6ral Montbrun sur Campo Maior« ou il a rencontrd 1200 chevaux Portugais et 
2 divisions Anglo-Portiigaises. II n'y a pas eu d’engagement sur ce point. 

J ’avais dorin6 ordre de diriger la colonne de dragons, command6e par le gdn^ral 
Bron, vers Villa Vi 9 osa ; die n*a rien rencontrd, et est rentr^e sans avoir pouss6 
jusqu*^ cct endroit. 

Le g^ndral Latour Maubourg ayant fait passer les ^6s de la Guadiana entre 
Jurumenha et I’embouchure de la Caya, au restant de la cavolerie de Tarinde dii 
Midi, il s'est port6 directement sur Elvas. La colonne de droite, qui etait com- 
niandde par le g^n^ral Briche, a occup6 pendant quelques instans 5 cscadrons 
Anglais qui lui ('taient oppos6s, tandis que la brigade du general Bouvier-des- 
Eclats, iL la t^to de laquelto etait le 1' r6gt. dc la Vibtule, inanoeuvrait sur leur 
droite. Ce mouvenicnt a r6ussi : 2 eseadrons du llm»> r6gt dit des chevaux- 
legers Anglais ct des hussards Ilanovriens out 6td detruitb: 3 officiers et 160 
cavaliers avec leiirs chevaux sont rcstes en notre pouvoir; I’enncini a eu en outre 
plusienrs morts et un grand noinbre de blesses. Les 2"'® et 10 ®e particuli^renient 
out Oiv engages : cette affaire leur fait lionneiir. M. le colonel Lalleniaiid a dtd 
legereiiieiit blesse, ainsi que 10 cavaliers. Dix autres eseadrons Anglais sont 
restes a uiic distance rcspectueusc, ct n'ont pas voulu s’engager. 

D'ajircs les rcnscign omens que Tun a recueillis, il paraitrait qu’il y a dislocation 
dans rarinde alliee. On dit que les troupes Espagnoles, cominandees par le 
general Blake, rotoumoiii vers leinbonchure de la Guadiana et le Coiidado de 
Nicbla; que les Anglais et les Portugais ont ddjti fait filer des troupes vers'Je 
Tage, et envoyo lours Equipages k Lisbonne ; que Lord Wellineton s’eet dirigd 
sur Libbonne ; ct que les eniiemis ont envoyc sur celtc villc plus de 8000 maladcs 
ct blesses. On annonce dgalement rarrivee d’liu renfort considerable venant 
d'Anglctcrre, qui a du dcbar<|uer, il y a peu de jours, a Lisboniie. Le rdgimeiit 
de clicvaux-ldgers qui a dprouvd devaut EIvus I’ccbec dout jc viens de parler, 
avail joint rarmee 3 jours auparavant. 


No. VI. (p. 148.) 

Lc Prince de Wugram et de NeufcliGtel, Major General, au Mar^clial Due do Raguse. 

Paris, U 10 Juillet, 1811. 

L’Eiiipereur, M le Due, apres avoir lu vos derni^res dencches, me charge de 
vous fttire coimaitre qu’une division no suffit pab k Triixillo ; qu’il fmit 2 divi- 
sions, line jiartie de votre cavalerie, et 15 pieces de canon. Vous doimcrez le 
cominandcment de cc corps, soit au giwral Regnier, soil au gi'mcral Montbrun. 
Vous devez tiver des vivres de Merida et de M6dellin, ct nc pas laisser I'enneini 
s’y etablir. Vous vous tiendrez en correspondance immediate avee Badajoz et le 
.')i®o corps. liC rebte do votre armee doit se placer k Almaraz, Talavera, Plasen- 
citt, &c., sur IcB rives du Tage, pour se reposer et etre cn position de se rt^unir 
promptement. 

Il fail! Etablir un pout sur le Tage, soit a Almaraz, soit k Garovillas, ok jadia il 
cn a cxidtL* un. 

Vous devez faire construire le pout sur pilotis, ety fairc une tfite de pont, de 
maniere k avoir un ouvrage important sur le Tage, qui soit k Tabri des inqursions 
des guerrillas et dc tout autre parti. Vous pourriez faire fairc des ouvrages dans 
le genre de ceux que I'Empcrcur a fait construire au Spitz, maia sur une plus 
petite 6clielle. Il fautoccuper Alcantara, et le fortifier comme poste ; ce qui don- 
iiera un autre pont sur le Tage, et une nouvelle communication directe sur Bada- 
joz. Cet objet est de la plus haute importance, et deviendra tres-avantageux, 
lorsqu’on sera dans le cas d’o^it^rer sur lc Portugal, puisqu’on aura k Alcantara un 
lieu de d^pot qui servira d*appiii. 

Les Anglais, qui avaient d’abord rdpard Almeida, I’ont fait sautcr et rascr en 
entier, dans le dessein de porter la guerre dans lc midi. 

L’Empcreiir pensc, M. le Due, qu'avant de rctoumer sur le Tage, vous vous 
serez assure que les fortifications de Badajoz sont reparses, et la ville approvision- 
ni-e pour 6 mois. Cela supposd, il restc k voir ce que fera lc general Anglais. 
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II ne para!t pas probable qu’il veuille recommencer la campa^e pendant la 
canicule, ct notamment la commencer par un sidge dans la saipon fa plus malsaine 
en Espagne. Si, contre toute probabilitd, il le faisait, c’est, M. le Due, au secours 
de I'Andalousie que vous devez marcher avec toute votre armde. 

L'Empereur a donnd le commandement en chef de son armde du Nord au gdnd- 
ral Dorbenne. Ce general sera bientdt en dtat de pouvoir couvrir Ciudad Rodrigo, 
de prdsenter uiie forte coluiine pour iiiqiiidter Tennemi du cdtd de cette place, et 
de inenaccr le Portugal. 11 pourrait inline, en cas d’evdnement, rdunir des forces 
assez nombreuses pour couvrir Ciudad Rodrigo. 

L’Einpereur vous recommonde de faire retrancher le col de Banos de manidre 
a y maintenir un poste qui assure, dans cette direction, vos communications avec 
Tarmde du Nord. 

Aussitdt que I’armde dugdndral Dorsenno sera plus considdrable, on le chargera 
entidrement de la province ct de la place de Ciudad Rodrigo, ce qui pourra 
vraisemblablement avoir lieu vers le 15 Aodt. Alors I'annde du Nord aurait un 
corps Bur la Coa. L’armde de Portugal garderait Alcantara, et serait h clieval 
BUT le I'age, ay ant sa gauche appuyee k la Guadiana. 

L*arnide du Midi occuperait Badajoz avec un corps d'observation pour soutenir 
cette place. Dans cct ctat de choses, M. le marcchal, si I'ennemi sc portait sur 
Ciudad Rodrigo avec toutes ses forces, I’urmce de Portugal marcherait au secours 
de cette place, de concert avec Tarmce du Nord ; ce qui rcunirait une force de 
70,000 hommes sur Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Si, ce qui est beaucoup plus probable, le gcndral Anglais marchait sur Badajoz, 
I’armde dc Portugal se porteraitsur la Guadiana, se rcunirait k 25,000 huiniiies 
de Tarnide du Midi ; ce qui ferait 65,000 hfinunes. Enfin, si Tarnide ennemie 
ddbouchait sur Tarmde dc Portugal par I'line ou I’autrc rive du Tage, Tarmce du 
Nord pourrait eiivoyer au secours de I’armde do Portugal 10,000 hommes; Tarinde 
du Midi, 15,000 hommes; ct cello du ('entie, 6000 ; ce qui form eruit une reunion 
de plus de 70,000 hommes. Car, avant que I’ennemi eut fraiichi I’espace depuis 
Alcantara ou Alfdiates jusqu'k Almaraz, Parincc dc Portugal aurait eu le temps 
dc recevoir tous scs sccuiirs. Vous sciitez assez, M. le Due, qu*on parlc de ce 

S roiet pour parler dc tout, car Ics localitds doiveni faire cunsiderer cette opdration 
e reniicini coinme iinpraticablc ; iiiais rEnipercur a voulu parcourir ces diil‘d- 
rentes chances, afin de vous convaincre davantage que Tennemi ne peut plus avoir 
dc but aiijourd'hiii que de se porter sur Tarmac du Midi. 

S. M. desire done que votre quartier general soit sur le Tage, au point le plus 
pres de la Guadiana ; que I’armec soit placoe sur les deux rives ; que votre druite 
soit sur Plasencia, au lieu d’y avoir votre centre, puisqu’il est plus probable que 
Turmde de Portugal sera obligee de se porter sur I'Andalousie que vers le nord. 
Voila pour la defensive. 

Quant a roffensive, M. le marcchal, Tarmce de Portugal ne peut faire autre 
chose que de se reposer, se refaire, se rdorganiser, atteler son equipage a 84 

{ )iece8 de canon, nommer k tous les emplois d ofiiciers (envoyez>moi promptement 
e travail), completer les gcncraux, funner des mugosins, bien asseoir le passage 
du Tage par des ponts sur pilotis, faire de doubles t5tes de pent, enfin occuper 
et fortifier Alcantara. 

Apies la caniculc, si Toffensivc doit avoir lieu sur le Portugal, cette operation 
se fera par un mouvemeiit combine de trois corps d armde : celui du Nord, celui 
du Portugal, et celui du Midi, formant un totiu de plus de 100,000 baionnettes, 
avec une immense artilleric et tous les moyens de transport ndccssaires. 

L’Empereur, M. le mardchal, aura le temps de donner ses ordres et de connattre 
vos projets, k mesure que vous serez instruit sur les lieux. 

La guerre de Portugal n'est plus une expedition. On ne doit plus songer k 
aller k Lisbonne dans une campagne, mais dans deux, s’il le faut. 

Ainsi done, M. le Due, tout ce que vous pourrez faire dans ce moment pour 
preparer roffensive, est d 'occuper Alcantara, et de le fortifier pour en faire un 
lieu de ddpdt de vivres et de munitions. 

L'Empereur, bf . le marcchal, compte sur votre zkle et votre activity, et sur 
vos moyens pour qu’il ne puisse arriver rien de d^sastreux k I’armke du Midi. 

•V ous devez, M. le Due, avoir un chiffre avec le Roi, le Due de Dalmatie, et le 
general Dorsenne, pour les dkpkches importantes. 
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No. VII. (pp. 229, 239.) 

Le Max£chal Due de Raguse I S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de NeufchRtel, Major 
Geii6ra1. Naval-moral, le 5 Aodt, 1811. 

y. A. m'a fait connaitre que riniention de S. M. 6tait que je forinasse des 
magasiiiB, eti’en sens toiite riinportance. D'apres le recensemeiit que j'ai fait 
faire de tuus les moyens de transport que le pays pent foumir, et dont je puis 
disposer, il n’y a aucuii rapport eiitie leiir quotit6 et iios besoins : en cunsC^quence, 
j*ai rhonneur de renouvelcr k cet 4gard Ics demandes que jc vous ai faites k 
diverses repiises. Le Prince d’Kssling avait a I'arm^e 300 caissons de vivres 
attelfis ; il m*en a laiss^ 10 qui y existent encore, et la guen-e a d^truit coin- 

f detement tons les chariots dii pays. V. A. troiivora sans doute ina demande 
£gitiine, et j’ose esp6rer qne S. M. daignera raccucillir, et ordonner qu’il y suit 
fait droit ; car cce transports sunt au moms aussi n^ccssaires pour preparer la 
campagne que pour la faire. 


No. VIII. (p. 235.) 

Traduction d'une lettre en chiflre du g4ii£ral de division Poy R M. le general de 
division Girard. Truxillo, le 20 AoOt, 1811. 

Wellington bloque Rodrigo avec 40,000 hommes. Son avant-garde occiipe la 
Sierra de Francia. On assure que rartillerie du train arrive de Porto pour faire 
le si^ge de cette place, qui est approvisionnee pour 3 mois. Marmont va se 
porter vers le nord pour se r^uiiir avec rariiiee cominjind6e par le general Dorsenne, 
et attaquer I’ennemi. Ma division parlira le 20 pour passer le Tage et euivre 
le raouvement de Marmont. 8000 hommes de Tarmle du Centre nous rem- 
placeront k Plasoncia et au pout d'Almuraz. 

M. le Mar^chal Due de Raguse me charge de vous 6crire que e’est a vous do 
couteuir les 4000 Espagnols qui sunt en ce moment r5unis devant 'rruxillo. 


No. IX. (pp. 250, 276.) 

g6n^ral de division Watbicr au Gouvemeur de Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Salamatique, 1 Sept. 1811. 

L’arm6e Espagnole de Galicc honteusement chass^'e de ses positions de La 
Baueza et de Puente de Orbigo, et poursuivic par Tavant garde au dela de Villa 
Franca, s’est retir6e en grande hate sur la CoruSa. Le G^n6ral cn Chef, apr^s 
avoir nettoy5 ces parages, vieiit ici sous G jours avee 25,000 hommes de la Garde, 
ct nous irons tons ensemble voir s’il plait a ces illustres Anglais de nous attendre 
et de nous permettre de rompre quclques lances avec eux. 

Le Due de Raguse, k qui j’eiivoie de vos nouvelles, estautour de vous R, Banos, 
Vfd de Fuentes, Plascncia, &c., et nous agirons dc concert avec lui. 


No. X. (pp. 276, 280.) 

Traduction d'une lettre en chilTre interceptle du g6n£ral de division Moiitbrun au 

Gh>uvemeur de Ciudad Rodrigo. Val de Fuentes, — Sept. 1811. 

Je re 9 U 8 le — du courant, mon cher gMralf votre r^ponse due d la lettre que je 
vous dcrivais le — ; et je m’empressc d’eii communiquer le contenu d S. £. le 
MarSchal Due de Rapuse^ qui me charge de me mettre en communication avec 
vous. Je m*en acquitterai avec plaisir puisque e’en est toujours un nouveau pour 
moi de recevoir de vos nouvelles. 

Je vous annonce qu'un approvmonnement trh considerable se prepare d Sola- 
manque par Us soins du general Dorsenne. Le Markehal^ sur lequef vous pouvez 
compter f fait aussi des prkparatifs pour vouz envoyer des vivres. Tons les convois 
partiront sous bonne escorts^ et se mettront en marche d'aprksce queje presume le 
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— oule — du courant au plus tard, Dans tons les cos ne rous impatientez pas. 
Nous sommes pr^ts d venir d voire secours de toutes les manieres, 

VouB lie saurcz trop, de votre c6t6» noua mettre iiu courant de la force, de la 
position, et eniin vous ne pourriez pas nous donner trop de details sur rami6c 
Angl o-Portugaise. 

Je re 9 oi 8 k I’instant le billet que vous avez 6crit hier an gimhal Boyer, sur 
lequel vous nous faites connaitrc que d’apres tous les renscignemens que vous 
avez obteuus, vous croyez que les 7 divisions Anglaises soni dans vos parages. 
II importe de s’cu assurer positivement, de connaitre leur position, et s’il cst 
possible leur composition. 

11 parait que vous n’avez pas beaucoup de monde dans votre place sur qui 
vous puissicz compter. Proposez d Vhomme que je vous envoie d'aller rccon- 
naitre les Anglais d Gallegos et Fuente Guinaldo, vt de revetiir par Dl Bodost, et 
vous me le renverrez ensuiie. Dites Im que je le payerai bien s'il veut faire cette 
tournee, mais s’il s’y refuse je vous prie de ne pas I'y contraindre. 

The parts in Italics were in cipher. 

No. XL (p. 296.) 

Projel d’ojieratiun pour Tarmce de Portugal, adresse au Mor^chal Marmoiif, Due fle Ra- 

guse, par S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcliatel, Major General. 

Compiegiie, Ic 18 Sept. IBll. 

M. le Mar6chal, Qiiand vous aiirez 80 pieces d’aitilleiie bicn attelees, que Ic 
gdn6ral Vandcrmacsen vous aura rejoint, amsi que tuus vos depots lais.f^>s dans lo 
nord, que vous aurez re 9 u les habillements destiii^'es pour votre arinec, I'Enipe- 
reur coinpte que vous aurez alors line arniec de 11,700 homines, et nous serons pres 
du P' Oct. Quand vous serez certain que Ciudad Rodrigo a lavitailld i>our 
8 inois, I'Empereur, M . Ic inar^chal, vous laisse niuilre, dans cette situation de 
choses, de vous porter sur Badajoz, d’investir Elvas, et d’inonder TAlentejo. 
Dans ce cas, S. M. ordonne que le corps soit en enticr sous vos ordies, avec 
3000 homines dc cavalerie que le Due de Dalniatie vous fourniru, ce qui vous 
fera une arinee de 57,300 homines, appii>e ii rE&traiiiadurc et ii la place de 
Badajoz. Vous* jsouriiez faire le biege d Elvas, prendre la villc el iin dcs 
forts, ce qu’oii ne considcie pas comme ties>dillicile, inquidter les Anglais 
jusque vers Abranles et Lisbonne, ct prendre line bonne position pour les at- 
teiidre s’ils voiilaient donner bataille pour faire lever le siege d’Elvas. S’ils 
vous laissent faire le siege d’Elvas, sans attaquer votre position, vous obtenez en- 
core un veritable siicces, vous ddgagcz tout le nord, et par ce seul coup vous jetez 
rennemi dans Lisbonne. Elvas pourralt etre pris avant le 15 Nov., hormiH un 
dcs forts qui est de peu d’inqiortancc, ce qui ucheininerait les choses dc maiiiere 
qu’avant le mois dc Edvrier la campagne se trouverait tout b fait engagee duns 
rinterieiir du Portugal. Si rennemi voulait alors prendre I’oiTeiisive et se porter 
sur Salamanquc et Valladolid, il trouverait Salamanque fortific et approvisionnd 
pour 2 mois ; ct le gdndral Dorsenne aurait a se replier sur Valladolid, ct ineinc 
sur Burjgos, oh il se trouverait avoir une armcc de 50,000 homines, non conipris 
une division dans les Asturies, et les troupes resides dans les 3“®, 4™**, et 
5me gouvernements. Mai& le mouvement deb Anglais n’etant probable, iU cour- 
ront k la defense de Lisbonne, et ils scront poursuivis sur la Coa par une amide 
de 25,000 homines, ddtachde de Tarindc du Nord, cc qui leur tiendra en dchec 
2 divisions. L’opdration dont je viens dc vous parler, M. le mardchal, est la 
seule qui puisse rendre riionneur a nos armes, nous faire sortir de la ddfensive oh 
nous sommes, faire trembler les Anglais, et marcher au grand ddnoiiment. Les 
25,000 homines dc Tarmce du Nord qui seraient sur la Coa suivraient I’armde 
Anglaisc; et, si celle-ci se concen trait entidrement sur le Tage, I’armde du Nord 
ddtaclierait 15,000 homnics pour vous jqindre, ce qui porterait votre armde a 
72,300 hommes. 

La prise d’une place forte sous les 3 'cux de Parnice Angloise, la conqudte d'une 
partie du Portugal, qui couvre notre armde du Midi, la rdunion k votre armde dc 
25,000 hommes de I’armde du Midi, sont pour vous des motifs de gloire et de 
succds. 

D’lin autre cotd, le mardchal Suchet marchera siyr Valence, et tout porte d 
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croire quo cette place acra prise quand vous prendrez la place d’Elvas, ce qiii 
pennettra de vous rcnforcer encore d'uiie bonne division. 

Vous renmrquerez bien, M. le Due, quo pour exdcuter Topdration dont je viens 
de vous parler, il faut que reiinemi n'ait pas d’artillerie dc sidge sur Ciudad Ro- 
drigo ; car si le sidge de cetto place dtait commened, il faudrait d’abord marcher 
pour la ddgager, puisque larnide du Nord n’est pas en mesure de la faire a elle 
seule, et que son rdle est de battre en retraite si, ce qiii n’est pas prdsumable, 
rarmde eiinemie voulait toniber sur I’arnidc du Nord, quand vous inarclierez sur 
Ic midi. Mais, si vous Otes en nicsiue, ct que Ciudad Rodrigo ne soit pas assidgd, 
vous pouvez, avec le reiifort du 5“® corps, atiaquer ct culbuter de loutes ses 

F ositions la ligiie que Ics Anglais out laissde sur la rive gauche ; cela porterait 
alarnic et inquidterait tellcnicnt Lord Wellington, qu'il est a prdsumer qu’il re- 
toarnerait ii graiidcs marches sur Lisbonne. 

En cas de rdunion avee I’anudu du Nord, pour marcher sur Ciudad Rodrigo si 
Vennemi I'assidge, S. M. vous domic le commandement des 2 corps. 

Vous trouverez ci-joint uii duplicata d’ordre pour mettve le 5®® corps k vos 
ordres, quand vous serez decide a marcher sur Elvas, ainsi que Ic duplicata dc 
Tordre au general Dorsenne si vous murchez sur Ciudad Rodrigo. ^ 

Le Marcchal Due de Raguse u S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufch&tel, Major 
General. Ciudad Rorlrigo, le 30 Sept. 1811. 

J’ni cu I’honneur de rendre compte h. V. A. qu’aprfes avoir fait lever le sidge de 
Badajoz, et rejete Tarmee Anglaise au-dcla de la Guadiana, le Due dc Dalmatic 
et moi convinmes que je me porterai sur le Tage en laissant nnc division sur la 
Guadiana; que I'aniide du Midi laisserait le 5®'* corps dans I’Estramadure ; que 
Ic Due de Dalmatic sc porterait avee le restc de ses troupes contre les divisions 
Espagnoles, qui avaient quittd Tarmde Anglaise, et contre Varmce insurgde dc 
Murcie ; et que tondis quil ddtruiraii et nettoierait les provinces de Cordoiie, Gra- 
iiade, Malaga, et Murcie, jc tieiidrais en dchec Tarmce Anglaise. Nous avons 
pris nos mesures dans le cas oil le gdndral Anglais ferait unc diversion ct se por- 
terait dc nouveau sur Badajoz ; mais le gdndral Anglais, soiird aux cris des 
Espngnols, a nbandoimd Tarmdc dc Murcie h son destin, et, ]>aBsant Ic Tagc, s’est 
portc sur la Coa. On lui siqiposa dcs-lors le projet d'allcr au secours de i'armde 
de Galicc. 

Aus&itdt quo Ic gdndral Dorsenne fut iiistruit de cette iiouvelle combinaison, il 
marcha sur Astoiga, baltit les Galiciens, les dispersa au-dela de Villa Franca, et 
retttblit los fortifications d’Astorga. Nous espdrions que ce mouvement engiigerait 
les Anglais a se porter sur Salamanque ; mais ils restdrent impassibles h cet dvdrie- 
ineijt, comme ils Tavaient dtd aux ddsastres de Tarniee dc Murcie. 

Vers les premieis jours de Septembre j'appiis que les 7 divisions de I’armde 
Anglaise etaient toutes rduiiics sur la Coa ; qu’elles bloquaient Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
qu’oii rasseinblaient h Fuento Guinaldo des fascines et des gabions ; que les ouvrages 
du camp retranche de Fiieiite Guinaldo dtaient ddj'a avaneds ; et quo inemc Tdqui- 
page de sidge y arrivait d’Oporto. Je proposal alors au gdndral Dorsenne de me 
rdnnir b. Ini avec unc partie de inon armde pour faire lever Ic sid^e de Ciudad 
Rodrigo, rupprovisionner pour long-tems, eiilever le camp retranchd de Vennemi, 
ses magasins, et son pare de sidge ; et enhn lui livrer bataille et Ic iioursulvro aussi 
loin que pourrait le permettre le plan gdndral d'opdrations que V. A. m’a com- 
muniqud par sa dornidre lettre en chiffre, plan qui einbrasse tons les climats. J’ai 
aujourd’hui la satisfaction d'aimoncer b V. A. que tout a rdussi b nos armes. 

Jc partis avec 5 de ines divisions, et j'anivai le 22 par le col de Banos b Ta- 
maines, ou je iis ma jonction avec les 4 divisions du gdndral Comte Dorsenne. 
J'admirai le bon dtat d’un coiivoi de 1500 voitures chargdes de vivres qui avaient 
etc rassembldes et orgaiiisdes avec une activild et un ordre extraordin Hires. Les 
deux nrmeds se inircnt en mouvement. Nous reployiimes tons les postes ennemis, 
ct fimes entrer le 24 tout le convoi b Ciudad Rodrigo. Cette place se trouve par 
lb approvisionnde pour long-tems. Le Comte Dorsenne m’a rendu les troupes de 
la garnison qui appartenaient b mon corps d'amide, et les a rcmplacdes par cellos 
de I’armde du Nord. 

Le 25 nous nous mimes en marcbe : nous apcr 9 uines b 2 lieues de Ciudad 
Rodrigo Varrierc-garde Anglaise. Lc gdndral Montbrun, commandant Vavant- 
garde, chargea Vennemi avec cette rapidild et cette audace qu’il a si souvent 
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montr^B, et lui enleva 4 pieces de canon.* Nona nous empar&mes du plateau, et 
nous nouB y maintinmeB malgrd tous les efforts des Anglais, qui furent obliges de 
se mettre en retraite. Le gdndral Montbrun les poursuivit pendant 2 heures : son 
feu fut si vif qu'il usa ses caisses de munition. La perte de Teiinemi a dtd consi- 
ddrable : il ne s’est arrdtd qu’au camp de Fucnte Guinaldo,; mais notre avant-garde 
seule dtait lb ; nos divisions d'infuntcrie dtaient b une marclie en arridre ; sans cela 
rarmde Analaise dtnit perdue. Nous edmes la douleur de voir ses divisions se 
prdcipiter dans toutes les directions sur le camp retranchd. Si j’eiisse eu alors 
seulement 15,000 hommcs sous la main, Tarmde Anglaise dtait perdue, et battue 
en ddtail sans pouvoir se rdunir. La division du gdndral Anglais Cole dtait encore 
b Payo, tandis que la division Idgdre du gdndral Craufurd dtait b Martiago ; mais 
notre infanterie n’arriva que pendant la nuit; et b la pointe du jour nous recon- 
ndmes le camp retranchd entiereincnt garni de troupes eniieniis. Nous fimes Ic 

f dndral Dorsenne et moi les dispositions ndcessaires pour attaquer le 27 au matin. 

le gdndral Anglais ne crut pas devoir nous attendre ; il abandunna son camp pen- 
dant la nuit, se retirant sur Alfaiates et Sabugal. Nous entrbmes au jour dans 
Fuente Guinaldo, et fimes conduire dans la place de Ciudad Rodrigo une grande 
quantitd de fascines et autres matcriaux rassembles pour le siege. Je hs detruirc 
les lignes de I’eniiemi. Sa retraite se At sur 3 coloniies. Le general Montbrun se 
mit b sa poursuite par la route de Casilhas de Flores. Le gdndral Wathier, avec 
la cavalcrie de Tarmde du Nord, prit la route de Albergueria : il rencontra Tarridre- 
garde ennemie b Aldea da Ponte, et la fit charger sur le champ. La division 
Souham dtant arrivde, Ic combat fut glorieux pour les armes de S. M., et retinemi 
fut repousse avec une grande perte et confusion. Son arriere-garde continue sa 
retraite sur Sabugal. Nous avons pris les bagages du Prince d'Orange et ceux du 
gdndtal Craufurd. La confusion dtait telle dans Tarnide Anglaise qu’un aide de 
camp du gdndral Wellington, cherchant a le rejoindre, est venu se Jeter dans nos 
rangs. Nous avons fait b I’enncini 200 prisoiiniers. L’ariude de Portugal a eu 
120 hommes hors de combat. L’ennemi a peidu 700 b 800 hommcs. Assurez 
S. M. que les insurgds Espagnols ont dprouve la plus grande indignation en se 
voyant ainsi abandonnd au nord coinme au midi ; et cc contraste entre la conduitc 
des Anglais et les promesses qu’ils ne cessent de faire nourrit une haine nationale 
qui dclatcra tdt on tard. 

Je dois citer avec dloge les gdndraux Montbrun et Boyer; le capitaine lluhcrt, 
du 22"®* de chasseurs ; le lieutenant Merel, de la compagnie d'dlitc du 15"” de 
dragons ; ainsi que mes aides de camp Jardet et Fabvicr. Je ne saurai du reste 
trop me louer du zdle des gdneraux, officiers, et soldats de Turm^e. Nous aurions 
suivi I'ennemi jusqu aux lignes dc Lisbuniie, ou nous aurions pu op5rer notre jonc- 
tion avec Tarmbe du Midi, qui, toutc enticre, n'u devant elle qu'une division com- 
mandee par le g6nbral Hill, si le moment marque pour la catastrophe des Anglais 
6tait arriv6. 

Le Comte Dorsenne, commandant en chefrarm6edu Nord dePEspagne, b S. A. le Prince 
dc Wagram et de Neufchbtel, Major 66n§ral. Ciudad Rodrigo, le 30 Sept. 1811. 

Dbs Tinstant que j’ai dtd instniit que Tarmde Anglaise avait repassd Ic Tagc ct 
s’approchait de la Coa, je me suis decidd b marcher coiitre Tarmce insurgde dc 
Gtuice, dans I’intention dc reprendro Astorga et dc rejeter dans les montagnes ccs 
corps mal organisds. J’avais prdvenu le Mardchal Due dc Raguse dc mon mouve- 
ment, pour que si I’anude Anglaise marchait au secours de eclle de Galicc, il put 
faire dfes dispositions pour la suivre ; mais I’armde Anglaise ne se donna aucunc 
peine pour soutenir cellc de Galicc, qui fut battue et dispersde. Je repris Astorga, 
qui fiit rdparee et approvisionnde. Je me portai sur Salanianque ; je rdunis, grbees 
aux soins, b Pactivitc, ct aux talcns de Poraonnatcur Voland, que je ne saurais trop 
rccommander aux bontds de S. M., prds de 1500 voitures chargees de subsistances 
pour Ciudad Rodrigo. Le Due de Raguse m’ayant fmt connaitre qu*il viendnut 
avec une partie de son ormde co^pdrer au ravitaillcmcnt de Ciudad Rodrigo, j*ai 
cm me devoir profitcr dc la latitude que m*avait donndc V. A. d*appeler b moi 
Parmde de rdserve ; je me contentai de faire venir la division Souham, ct de laisser 
dans les cantonnemens ddsignes par S. M. les 3 autres divisions de ce corps 
d’annde. 


* Stf iw/e J, p. 447. 
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Je me r4unis le 22 k Tamames au Due de Raguse. Nous entrdmes le 24 k 
Ciudad Rodrigo. Jo changcai aussitdt la gamison, Ivacuai les hdpitaux, et appro- 
visionnai la place pour un an. 

Le premier objet de mon mouvement se trouvait rempli heureusement ; le second, 
qui dtait d’cnlever le camp retranebd de Fuentc Guinaldo, I’a dtd aussi prompte- 
ment. 

Dans le terns que le gdnenil Wathier marchait avec la cavalerie de Tarmde du 
Nord sur Espeja, le gdndral Montbnm se dirigoait par la gauche. 11 rencontra 
Tennemi sur le plateau d’El Bodon, ou il engagea unc affaire brillante, dans laquelle 
Tennemi fut culbutd. Nous arrivdmcs bientot k Fuente Guinaldo, ou nous apprimes 
avec dtonnement (|ue Tarmco Anglaise ne s’etait point encore rdiiuie. Si nous 
avions pu prdvoir que le general Anglais etait capaole d'line pareille faute, nous 
aurions pu enlever unc partic de raniice Aiiglaisi* {)ar des combats [airtiels ; mais 
nos trou{)e8 d’infanteric nc devaient arriver que dans la nuit ct dons la journdc du 
26. Je fis mes dispositions pour attaquer Ic 27 ; dies ne purent dtre si secretes 
que rennemi nc s*cn ajicr^ut. Dos 10 hciires du soir, ic gdndrnl Anglais sc mit 
en pleinc retraite sur Alfaiatos. Le 27 Ic general Wathier rencontra k A Idea da 
Ponte Tarricrc-garde ennernic, forte de 15,000 honinies d’infanterie, 3000 chevaux, 
et 14 pieces de canon. 11 chargea la cavalerie Anglaise avec audaco, la rompit, ot 
la mit en fuite, tondisque le gdn^ral Thidbault se portait rapidement sur la route 
d’Alfaiatcs, en faisant sur rennemi en ddsordre un feu terrible d*artilleric. 

Plusieurs charges de cavalerie nous rendaient mattre dc toutc la plaine. A 4^ 
heures, le gcndral Soiiham joigiiit le g^ndral Thidbault avec ses grenadiers et 
voltigeurs ; il fit attaquer le village avec <*ettc vigueur qui le caraetdrise. L’en- 
nemi resista avec opiniatrete (lendant une demi-heure, mais enfin le village fut 
cm{)ortd au pas de charge, et rennemi culbutd dans un ra\in. Bicntdt apres 
cette partie de rannde Anglaise fut rejet^'c au>d(da de la Coa. Mon corps 
d’armdc a perdu dans cette affaire 40 homines tucs ct 110 blesses. La jierte ae 
rennemi cst considciafde, ct le general Anglais Cole a dte griovement blessd. 
J’ai dtc eatremement satisfait du zclc, dc I’activitd, ct de riiitclligence du gendral 
Kenaud, commandant k Ciudad Rodrigo. 11 a organisd cette place de manicre 
k faire, s*il y avait lieu, la fdus brillante ddfensc. 

Je fdis jiasscr k V. A. I’ctat des ofiiciers qui &c sont distingiids. Jc prie V. A. 
de mettre sous les yeux de S. M. Ic zele et rardeur qui animent toutes mes troujies. 
LorsquVllc jugcra arrive le moment de coinmencer les grandi'v operations pour 
chasser ddfinitiveiuent les Anglais de la Pcninsule, 8. M. no trouvera dans aucune 
arinec plus de zele et dc devouement. 


No. XII. (p. 333.) 

Le Comte Dorsounc, commandant en chef rarmCe du Nord de TEspagne, a S. A. le Prince 
de Wagram et de Neufch&lel, Major Gdn^ral. Valladolid, le 21 Oct. 1811. 

Le gdndral Reiiaud, commandant a Ciudad Rodrigo, cst sorti Ic 15 de ce mois 
de la place, avec 4 chasseurs a cheval, pour rcconnaitre par lui-mdme un lieu 
convenable pour faire du fourrage sur la route de Fuente Guinaldo. J1 eut Pirn- 

E rudence d’uvancer jusqu*k une lieue et demie de la ville, lorsqu’un escadroii de 
i bande de Don Julian, qui rddait dans les environs, se pr6cipitat sur lui. 11 tenia 
inutilement k se ddfeiidre : il fut pris avec 3 de ses gens. Le quatrieme 's'est 
dchapp5, et est rentre en ville. V. A. aura sans doute peine k concevoir une telle 
imprudence de la part du general Kenaud, surtout apr6s les defenses rdit^rdes que 
je lui avals faites k Rodrigo de ne point faire de sorties hasardeuses, surtout de 
sapersonne, puisqu’il 6tait pourvu de tout ce qui lui 6tait n^cessaire. J'ai aussitdt 
donnd ordre au gdndral de brigade Barrid de prendre le commandement de Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 11 vient de partir avec un convoi de farines destindes pour cette place. 

No. XIIL (p. 343.) 

Copie d*une lettre ddebiffrde du Mardchal Marmont, Due de Raguse, au gdndral de divi- 
sion Foy. Talavera de la Reyna, ce 21 Oct. 1811. 

Gdndral, Je re9oi8 seulement dans ce moment votre lettre du 18, avec la eopie 
VOL. V. 3 b 
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de celle du g^ndral d’Aultanne. Pour instruction g^n^rale, vous ne detez ob^ir 
b aucun ordre qui vous serait donn4 au nom du Roi, lorsqu’clles sont contrures 
k mes intentions particulidres. Ne vous ddpartez jamais de ces dispositions. 
L’armde de Portugal ne doit point servir aux escortes ni a la communication de 
rarmdc du Midi. Mes troupes auront bien assez de courses k faire pour assurer 
la reiitre de nos anprovisionncmens. Le Roi a pani ddsirer que je n’occupe point 
Illcscas k cause dc son voisinage de Madrid : par ce motif et plus en raison de 
Teloiguement et du service pdnible que feraicnt Ics troupes, je ne veux point 
Toccuper. 

Mon intention 6tait de ne point occupcr Aranjuez, mais puisque les ministres 
du Roi ont pris la mcsure inconsidiiree d’orduiiuer la vente des magasins, ne perdez 
pas un seul instant pour cnvoyer un ddtachemcnt occuper Aranjuez, oii le prdfet 
deTolcde fera faire Jc plus de biscuit possible. IVenez la mdme mesure pour tous 
les points ou il y a dcs magasins. Emparez vous cn et que personne n’y^ touche. 
L’Einpereur a indique la province de Tolede, et non la Prdfecture, ainsi ce sont 
les rcsHources de toute la province qui nous sent afieetds. Emparez vous en, et 
que le Prdfet administre tout le pays. Dites bien au Prefet qu’k qiielque titre que 
ce soit, aucune des ressources en ble, argent, de quel que source qu’elles proviennent, 
ne doivent etre distraites pour Madrid, et qu'ellcs doivent toutes etre conservdes 
pour I’arinde de Portugal. 

A la fin du mois la division de dragons arrivera dans les environs de Toldde. 
J’csperc qu’elle eloignera les guerrillas. Dans le cas ou ils resteraient dans le 
voisinage, on Icur donnerait la chasse. 

Voyez k obtenir du Prdfet de Toledo, qu'il fasse un effort extraordinaire pour 
envoyer k Talavera le ble et I'orge qui lui ont etc demandes, attendu que comme 
ici on cst oblige de faire dcs expeditions cii avail t, nous sommes dans un besoin 
trks pressant. Je desirerais rentrer dans la possession de tout le ble qui a etc 
vendu. On renverrait les aclieteurs par devant le gouvernement Espagnol pour 
Otre indemnisds : s’il y a possibilite, eiigagez le I’rdfet h prendre des mesures con- 
servatoires cn attendant que je prenne un arretd a cet egard sur le rapport que 
vous me ferez. 

Je me rends a Madrid, oii je passerai deux jours dans Tcsperance d’dclaircr le 
Roi sur la conduite quo ses vdritables intdiets lui coinniandent de ieiiir envers 
I'armee Fraii^aisc. De Ik jo me rends k Toldde. 

Je n’ai pas besuin, gdndral, de vous recommundor d’envoyer a Aranjuez un 
ofBcior sage et ferine, qui cxdcute ponctuelleinent les urdres qui lui seraient 
dnnncs, qui se fasse obdir, et qui uiette Ic ])lus grand soiii k faire respecter Tliabi- 
tation du Roi. 


Le Mardchal Due de Ragiise a S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neiifchatel. Major 

General. Talavera, le 21 Oct. IRU. 

J’ai I'honneur de rendre compte a V. A. quo les difficultds des subsistances 
allant en croissant, je me suis vu dans la ndeessite d'dtublir mes troupes jusqu’k 
Tolede. L'armde cst dtablie de la manidre siiivante ; la 6"** division a Plasencia 
et sur les bords dc I’Alagon ; la 5“® dans la Vera de Plasencia, disposde pour 
la soutenir ; la 2"*® division k Avila, cliargde d’assurcr, par des envois de bid, la 
subsistance dcs 6“* et 6®* ; la 3™* division ay ant des posies a Beiar, dok elle est 
k m6me de savoir tout ce qui sc passe sur PAgueda, ainsi qu’a Talavera, dans la 
vallde du 'Page et sur le haut Tietar ; la 4™® division en amcre de Talavera, sur 
la communication de la route de Madrid ; la division a Tolede et dans la pro- 
vince : ces deux dernidres sont chargdes de faire des envois de subsistances sur 
Talavera. La division de dragons sera placde sur la rive gauclie du Tage, entre 
Tolede et Talavera ; et les troupes Idgdres entre Talavera et PArzobispo. Far ce 
moyen, l'armde pourra vivre pendant quelque temps, et occupera assez de pa^s 
pour que je puisse erodrer de former quelques magasins. Si je puis y parvenir, 
mon intention est de faire les plus grands efforts pour rdunir uiie certaine quantitd 
d’appiovisiomiements a Naval-moral ; ce magasin sera dgalement bien placd pour 
tous lea mouveihents que pourrait commander la defensive, et il serait un premier 
^belon pour Poffensivc. Aussitdt que Poffensive sera indiqude, si j’ai des moyens 
de transport, je porterai co magasin k Galisteo (sur la route de Plasencia k Coria), 
excellent poste que je fais arranger, qui exige irds-peb de monde pour dtro gardd. 
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et qui mettrameB magasins parfaitement en s^ret^. Si ces magasins peuvent 8tre 
proportionn^B aux besoins de Tarinde, ila aeront d’un grand secours pour Texpg- 
dition de Portugal, telle au moins que je la con9oi8. 

Quoique S. M. soit parfaitement informde de la nature des choses, je vous de- 
mande la permission de vous adresser un projet d’op6ration tel qu’il me paratt 
qu'il serait convenable de 1’exi^.cuter. 

A mon retour de Ciudad Rodrigo, je suis restd li Plasencia pendant 15 jours, 
afin d’dtre mieux inform^ du mouvement de Tennemi. Les Anglais n*ont fait 
autre chose que de rapprochor leurs postes de Ciudad Rodrigo ; mais la plus 
grande partie de leur armde est reside cii arriere de la Coo, et aucun ddtachement 
n’a passd I’Agueda. D’aprds les dernicres nouvclles que j*oi revues, Tennemi s'est 
ra])proch6 du Tage ; il me parait nssez probable que, sentaiit son infdrioritd pour 
Toifensive, il n'entroprendra rien de sdrieux, et qu*il n’a d'autre objot, en changeant 
de position, et quittant Ic pays clevd oil il b’dtait dtabli pendant les chaleurs, que 
de rentrer dans celui ou il ctait prdeedemment, qui a cessd d’etre aussi malsain, et 
lui oifre plus de facilitds pour vivre. 

Je ne place point de troupes sur la rive gauche du Tage, attendu que, pour 
qu*ellcs pusseiit y etre en sdrete et y vivre, il fdudraii les faire soutenir par beau- 
coup de cavalerie, et que j’en ai si pen, et qu’elle se fond dans ce pays avec une 
si grande ra]uditd, qu*il faut la conserver prccieusement pour une operation deter- 
minec. Neonmoins je m’dtablis solidenient sur les hauteurs du Tage, do manidre 
a pouvoir toujours ddboucher aver facilitd, et tomber sur I'ennemi dans le cas oil 
il toiiterait qiiclque operation sur la Guadiana. 

J’ai dtabh do bons passages sur le Tietar, qui sont couverts par un bon camp 
retranche, la division de Plasencia pourrait tenir tete h toute rarmfee ennemie. 
Cette division est couverte par V Alagon, qui pi dsente de grands obstacles, surtout 
dans Parridre-saison ; ainsi cette division e«1 parfaitement en surutd. 


No. XTV. (p. 355.) 

Lc Mar^chal Due de Dalmatie iLS.A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufchg.tel, Major G6n6ral. 

Au quartier gi'n^ral de Seville, le 2G Oct. 1811. 

J’ai ou rhoiinour do rendro (»ompto b V. A. du mouvoment que le gdncral 
Girard avail fait sur Caceres, ot du but qu’il s’etait proposi . '1 a parfaitement 

reussi. Su jiresonce a occasionnd la dispersion du eorjis qu* Je general insurge 
Castaiios s’clforcait d'organiscr. Plus de la uioitid dos offiriers ct soJduts de oe 
cor])s a etc dispersdc ou iiriso ; une partio ost entrde dons sf\s foy(*rs. Costanos 
lui-menio a dCi ohorehor son salut on rortugal. Lo chef do bataillon Hrondel, du 
21"’* d’infanteric Idgere, a fait unc battue dans les montagnes en avant de Xorezde 
los Caballeros et d’Oliva. 11 a roncontrd jdusiours corps do divisions Portugaisos. 
11 les a disperses aprds lour avoir tu6 une c'cntainc u’hominos, et blessd un plus 
grand nomhre. 11 est rentrd avec un convoi de idusieurs centaines de bccufs cnlev^s 
b Pcnneini. 

Deujrieme lettre, 

Au quartier g6n6ra1 de Seville, le 2 Nov. 1811. 

L'dvdnoment dont me rend comptc le gdnt»ral Comte d*Erlon, commandant le 
gme corps, dans scs rapports des 28, 29, et 30 Oetobre, est si honteux ([ue je nc 
saurais comment lc Qualifier. 

Le g6n6ral Girard, apres avoir disperse le corps Espagnol du general Castanos, 
avail pouss^* jusqu’k Caceres, ou il #tait depuis lc 13. 11 avail ordre dc se rendre 

le 22 b Merida. Il crut cependant devoir rester b Caceros jusqu’au 26. Endn il 
en est parti pour venir couchcr le 27 b Arroyo Molinos. Son quartier ^neral fut 
^tabli dans ce village, ainsi que celui du Due d’Aremberg, commandant la cavalerie 
l^gbre. On se coucha sans placer aucuns postes au dehors, ni 6tablir d*uvant>wde. 
Cependant le g6n^.ral Girard £tiut pr6venu que la division Anglaisc du g6ndrd Hill 
manceuvrait sur la frontibre. Flusieurs chefs de flanqueurs I’avaient averti que 
I’ennemi s’approchait en force. Son avcuglement et sa pr^somption furent si grands, 
quele 27 au soir I’ennemi 6tait d^jb dans les premieres inaisons b demi lieue de la 
ville, sans qu’il en edt aucunc connaissance. Le 28 la brigade, commandde par 
le g6n6ral I^mond, dtait d^jb en route, et b plus d’une Lieue et demie, lorsque le 

3 B 2 
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g6n6ral Hill arriva avec ses troupes jusou'au logement du g^n^ral Girard, sans 
qu’aucun coup de fusil edt M tird. Un bataillon du 34*”* et un du 40"* dtaient en 
villo avec 3 pi^cos d’artillerie Idgdre, et fiirent ainsi surpris par la ndgligcnoe de 
leurs chefs. Ccs braves prirent cependant les armes, se rallidrcnt rapidement, et, 
por^t h travers rcnnemi, se dirigdrent vers les montagnes, mais non sans perte. 
Le Due d’Aremberg, colonel du 27"*^ 15 officiers (dont 2 chefs de bataillon), 

avec 400 soldats, et 3 canons, ont dtd pris par I’ennemi. Le gdndral Girard a gagnd 
les montagnes avec la moitid de ces 2 batoillons, 500 cavaliers, et les aigles des 2 
bataillons. Le reste de la division, commandd par le gdndral R6mond, qui dtait 
parti une heurc avant le jour, est arrivd k Merida, sans avoir rien entendu. Le 
gdndral Bron, k la fete du 20™*', s’dtait portd rapidement sur Tennemi, d^ le com- 
mencement de I’affaire, et par plusieurs charges il avfut aidd k degager les troupes ; 
mais son cheval ayant dte tu6 sous lui par une balle, il fut pris. 

Le gdndral Girard avait avec lui les troupes d’clite, et il s’est honteusement laissd 
surprendre par exeds dc prdsomption et de confiance. Au moment oil il dtait en 
danger, aucune garde n’etait ^taolie. Les officiers et les soldats ctaient dans les 
maisons, comme en pleinc paix. Je vais ordonner une enquete et un excmplo 
severe. 

Aussitot que Ic Comte d’Erlon fut instruit dc cct dvencment fkcheux, il sc 
porta sur Menda, oh dejk les Anglais ctaient arrives ; mais ils 6vacuercnt cette 
pl^ k son approche. Apres cc coup de main, les Anglais sont rentres en Portugal, 
suivis par le Comte d’Erlon. 

Le Maid'chal Due de Dalmatie k S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufchatel, Major 

General. Seville, le 12 Nov. 1811. 

Le rapport mie j*ai cu Thonneur dc faire le 2 de ce mois a V. A. sur la surprise 
que le general Girard a dprouvde Ic 28 Octobre au matin n'offrait uucun detail. 
L’honneur dcs armes est sauvd : les ingles ne sont pas tombes au ]K)uvoir de 
rcnnemi. 

Le fond dcs 2 bataillons est rentre au 5™* corps, avee les gthidraux Girard et 
Dombrowski, et Tdtat major dc la division qui etait avec cette arriere-garde. 

Par les rapjKirts (|ui iih' sont parvenus, notre perte sc monte a 400 hommes 
dUnfanterie prisonniers, 120 dc cavalerie, 200 cnevaux, et 25 canunniers qui 
suivaient les 3 fiidccs qui out etc jiriscs. 

Lc general Bron se trouvait en marche dejk loin d’Arroyo Molinos a la tete 
de 150 chevaux du 20™* rdgt. de dragons, lorsquc Tennemi attaqua le village. Il 
revint aussitot sur ses pas, et exccuta avec beaueoiip dc valour 3 charges ; mais les 
forces dtaient trop dis])roj)ortionnecs, son cheval fut ren\ ersc, et il a eu le malheur 
de tomber au jiouvoir (le r<miicnii. M. le Due (rAreniberg fut aussi ddmontiS 
dans une charge, et en toinbant il a recii 2 eoujis de baionnettc. On annonce 
qu’ils ne sont |)as dangereux. Son frerc, lieutenant du 27”'®, a obtenu la jiermis- 
sion d’allcr le voir aux avant-jKistes, entre Elvas et Catnpo Maior. Jc regrette 
vivement que parmi les braves que Tarmec a momontanement perdus dans cette 
occasion malhcureusc, nous ayons a compter M. le general Bron et M. Ic Due 
d’Aremberg, que leur mijritc et leur valcur faisaient distingucr. 

J’ai Thonneur d’adresscr k V. A. un rapport dc M. le gi^ndral Comte d’Erlon, 
sous la date du 4 de cc mois, auquel se trouve jointe copie de eclui du gcndral 
Girard sous la date du 2. V. A. pent lunsi rendre comptc k S. M. de tous les 
ddtails sur cet dvdncment qui me sont jusqu’k prhsent parvenus, et auxqucls j’ajou- 
terai successivement ceux que jc recevrai. 

La conduite de M. Ic gdndral de division Girard est trop reprehensible pour 
qu’ellc ne doivc pas donner lieu a un delatant tdmoignogc dc mecontentement. 
J’avais annoned a V. A. que si M. le gdndrol Girard reiitrait, jc lui dtcrait le 
commandement de sa division, et que jc le ferais conduire devant un conscil de 
guerre. Cependant, considdrant ce (lu’il a fait, aprds sa surprise, pour ramencr le 
fond des 2 bataillons et pour sauver les aigfes ; considdrant aussi que la cavalerie 
legdre narait ne pas avoir dtabli de garde, et qu’clle a ainsi ddcouvert le ddbouchd 
par oh I’cnnemi a.pdndtrd, j’ai pensd qu’en attendant les nouveaux ordres de V. A., 
je devois me bomcr k rctirer le commandement de la division au gdndral Girard» 
et *k I’envoyer k Cordoue, oh il sera, jusqu’k nouvelle disposition, sans emploi. 
J’ai fait donner ordre k M. le gdndi^ de division B^rrois de se rendre au 5™* 
corps pour le remplaoer. 
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M. le g^n£ral Comte d’Erlon me propose de r6duire k 2 bataillons le 34*^ et le 
40™* r^^imens de ligne. Cette disposition me paraissant utile au bien du servicei 
en consideration de la force actuclle de ces 2 regimens, je vais Tordonner, et j'en- 
veirai le resultat de ce travail h, V. A. 

J’ai re^u des lettres de M. le general Philippon, gouvemeur de Badajoz, sous la 
date du P Oetobre. II me rend un compte satisfaisant de sa situation. Un con- 
voi considerable que j’ai fait partir de Sdville est arrive k Badiyoz. 

Le general Comte d'Erlon au Maredial Due de Dalmatle. Alinendralejo, 4 Nov. 1811.' 

J’ai re^u liicr le rapport du general Girard. Je I’envoie en original k V. £. 
par un aide de camp Je ect ofHcier gcndral, adn qu'elle puisse le quesrionner sur 
ce qui s’est passe. II y a cu dans tout cela une secunte condamnablo. Mais 
Thonneur des armca Fran^aises a ete sauve par la fermete ct la valour des generaux 
Girard et Donibrovi'ski ; et cette affaire, qui devait avoir des suites facheuses, niPuie 
deshonorantes, doit maiiitenant etre rangee au nombre de relies qui sont assez fVe- 
quentes k la guerre. Le general Girard a raincne avec lui 800 honimes. 11 en 
avait 1300. 

J’ai retire de lladajoz le bataillon du 40™* ; ce bataillon rejoindra son regiment, 
et le bataillon du 88™* le rcinplaoora. Jc ferai former le 40““ et le 34™* a deux 
bataillons, afin de donner k ces deux regimens I’orgatiisation qui convient k la situa- 
tion oil ils se troll vent, ct au nombre d’officiers qui Icur n*stcnt. 

Lt* g6ii£ral de division Girard au g^n^ral Comte d'Erlon, commandant le 5™* corps 

il'arm^e. RiLieia, le 2 Nov. 181 1 . 

J’envoie mon aide de camp aupres dc vous ])our vuus donner les ddtails du combat 
d ’Arroyo Molinos. 

A mon depart de Caoeres, quolques bviuis vaguos, mais sans fondement, annon- 
oaient un niouvemoTit d’ Anglais. Je ^uittai eelte position, pour venir couehor k 
Torre Mejia, et Ic 27 k Arroyo Molinos. Dans ccs deux jours, aucuiie ddmon- 
stration n’a pu faire croire a la marche d’un corps ennomi. 

Jc devais me rendre le 28 k Merida. Le gdndral Remond avait ordre de se 
rendre k Medellin. Les troujies se rasscmbleiit k 6 heures, et se mettent de suite 
en inarehe. L’arriere-garde oommeiu*a son niouvement k heures, lorsque 
des cris et des coups de fusil annoncent quo les tnnipes enn'^niies p^'netraient dans 
la ville, qui n’dtait plus oeeujiee que par les patrouilles de I’a^-’-ii 1 1 -garde. J’acoours 
alors. Le g6n6ral Dombrowski forme en coloiinc les tniupes de 1 arriere-garde, et 
ordonne au 2™* bataillon du 34™* , commandd par M. Mouilland, d’arretcr les 
tirailleurs Anglms, qui commen<;;aient k delioucher du village, et de dr*gagcr la cava- 
leric Icg^re, q^ui dtait en avunt du village, et que je supposuis aux jiriscs. J’avais g 
juge la force dc I’eniicmi, mais ji' ne |K>uvais abandonner la eavulcrie. Jc this un 
mouvement en avunt. Les eolonnes Anglaises s’fbranlcnt alors, et marchent sur 
moi, qui avais, au plus, sous la main 1300 hommes ; ils resistent k leur premier 
choc, et repoussent les charges de eavaleric ; mais I’enncmi faisait en mSme terns 
un grand raoiiveinent sur ma gauche, et manoeuvrait pour m’envelopper. La route 
de Merida 6tait dejk eoupee ; mes ^*quip^es eiileves ; notre cavalerie ne se 
montrait {las. Jc donnai ordre qu'on se retirfit. Les Anglais se jettent alors par 
Icur droite derridre moi. J’^'tais environn6. Le g6n6ral ennemi me fait sommer 
de me rendre. Je me fois jour a la baionnette, et nous faisons lentcmei\t notre 
mouvement retrograde. Par unc fatality inouie, notre artillcrie nc me suivait pas. 
La pluic avait ^tcint les meches ; cello de rartilleric de Tenncmi frappait nos ba- 
taillons; je perdais bcaucoup de monde. Je vis alors qu’il m’6tait impossible de 
tenir plus longtems la plaine, n’6tant pas soutenus par les autres armes. Je r^solus 
de me retirer par les montagnes, mais il falliut auwdonner mes trois pieces d’or- 
tillerie ; je m’y ddcidid. J’ordonnai un mouvement k droite, et jc me jetai sur les 
hauteurs qui sc prolongent vers Montanches. L’ennemi me poursuivit vivement ; 
je faisals k chaque instant repousser les attaques ; mes flancs 6taient ^g^cment 
assaillis. Ma marche 6tant retardee par ces attaques, j’avsus kik pr4venu sur le col 
de Montanches. Jc iis enlever cettc position. Je laissu Montanches sur ma 
gauche, et je suivis les montagnes qui se prolongent sur Zarza. L’ennemi occupe 
d4jk Ic d^bouch^. Le g^n^rm Dombrowski refonnales troupes. Jc me jetai da^ 
la plaine, ct fis charger k la buonnettc I’cnncmi, qui cherenait k m’arrSter. Un 
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second parlementaire se pr^senta au g^n^ral Dombrowski et k moi ; il fut renvoy^ 
avec le mSme m^pris. Je continuai ma rctraite dans la plaine, mais sans cesser 
d’Otre aux prises jusquo sur la hauteur de Iba-hernando, ok jo pris position. L’en- 
nemi cessa ses atts^ucs : je m'arrOtai quelqucs heures h Iba-hemando. Je me 
dirigoai cnsuite sur ^rita ; de Ik sur Naval-villar et sur Orellana, oii je passai la 
Gu^iana. 

J’ai perdu du mondc dans les longs combats quo j’ai livrcs pendant une grande 
partie ue la joum6c, contre dcs forces si su{K*rieurcs. L’onncmi avait plus de7000 
nommes d’infanterie. Je d61ivrai dans une charge bon nombre de prisonniers fait 
dans les montogncs. Lc g^ii^ral Dombrowski a montr6 une grande force de carac- 
tkrc. 11 a dirige les troupes avec autant de bravoure que dc sang-froid. Son 
d^vouement mdrite votre bienveillance. Les offieiers Guillot, Vcctix, Mouilland, 
et Voirol ont fait preuve do valour. Mon chef d’etat major, U. Audry, a 6te fait 
prisonnier. C’est une |)ertc sensible. MM. Ycetix et Voirol sont restes blesses au 
pouvoir de Tcnnemi. Le general Dombrowski a tout perdu ; mais sa belle 
conduite et tant de bravoure m^Titcnt une rdcompcnsc. Jc sollicite pour lui de 
ravancement dans la 1/gion d’Honneur. 

Le g£n£ral de division Oirard au Marechal Due de Dalmatie. 

M. lc Comte d’Erlon charge mon aide de camp dc remettre k V. E. lc rapport 
du combat d’Arrtjyo Molinos. V. E. y vorra que j’etais en marche, que je pouvais 
me retircr et f'vitcr de conibattre avec mon a^ri^rc-ga^de. Mais la cavaierie 6tait 
compromise, et il fallait Taliandonner. L’ennemi etait nombreux. Je no vis que 
rhonneur des armes de S.M. Je nc consultai que le devoir d’un soldat ddvou6. 
Je marehais aux Anglais ; ct en attirant sur moi toutes les forces ennemics, je 
d6gageai la cavaierie legere. 

Nous avons fait des pertes sensibles, mais nous sommes sortis avec honneur de 
la position la plus difficile. Trois fois cnvelopi)^s, trois fois nous somnies faits jour 
a la baionnetto. M. le marechal, je serais au d^sespoir si cette circonstoncc, que 
des rAsultats facheux accompagnent, pouvaitm’^loigncr de la condanee de 8. M. ; je 
la mi*rite par les sentimens qui m’oiit dirigd, par ceux qui in’aiiiment. 


No. XV. (p. 390.) 

Le Prince de Wagratn et de Neufcb&tel, Major G6n6ra], k S. M. le Roi d’Espagne. 

Paris, le 13 D6c. 1811. 

^ L’Kmpereur m’ordonne de faiie connaitre a V. M. les dispositions que je viens 
de prescrire pour la nouvelle organisation des armdes du Nord et de Portugal. 

Je mande au Due de Raguse que I’Empeieur a jugc convenablc de lui coiifier 
la defense de Ciudad Rodrigo, d’Astorga, des provinces d’ Avila, de Plascncia, de 
Salamanque, de Palencia, du royaumc de Leon, des Asturics, et eniin de tout lc 
territoire qui forme les 6"* et 7“* gouvernements ; en sorte que le nouvel 
arrondissement de I’armce de Portugal comprend dcsormais ces deux gouverne- 
ments, la province dcs Asturies, celle d’Avila, celle de Plasencia, et une partie de 
I’Estremadure ; au inoycn de cet accroissement dc territoire, le Due de Raguse 
rendra k Tarnide du Centre la portion de la province de Tolkde que V. M. lui 
avait demierement eddde. 

Je donne Tordre au mareclial de porter de suite son quartier gdndral k Valla- 
dolid, et me me, s’il cst possible, k Salamanque. 

La division Souham, qui est k Salamanque, est mise sous ses ordres; elle 
formcra sa 7"” division ; ct la division Bonet, qui est dans les Asturies, formera la 
gme division de son armde. 

Toutes les autres troupes de Parmde dq Nord, qui sont maintenant dans les 
provinces eddees k I’armde de Portugal, se rduniront sur Burgos. Le gdndral 
Dorspnne dtablira son quartier gdndral dans cette place ; il conservera le com- 
iimndement en chef dc I'armde du Nord, dont le nouvel arrondissement sera com- 
pose des provinces qui furment les 3“*, 4"**, et 5“* gouvernements. 

'L’Empereur espdre que Valence sera pris dans le courant de ce mois, ce qui 
perinettra le retour de la division Cafiarelli k Taimde^dii Nord ; et il est possible 
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qu’alors S. M. retire de I’Espagne une partie de sa Garde, si lea nuages qui ob- 
Bcurcissent la politique du nord iie sdclairciasent pas. 

11 est probable que lea Anglais n*entreprendront rien d'ici au moia de F^vrier, 
et tout porte k penser qu’ils rcateront sur la ddfenaive. Si le cas arrivait qii'ils 
se portaascnt en avaiit, le Due de Raguse a Tordre de rdunir aea 8 diviaiona, et de 
marcher droit b eux pour leur livrer bataille, soutenu par le gdncral Doraenne, 
qui, de Burgoa, se porterait avec toutes sea forces pour appuyer Tannce de 
Portugal. 

Je donne I’ordre au Due de Dalmatie de renforcer, autant qu'il sera possible, Ic 
corps qui est sur la Guadiana, afin d’arrStcr et de contenir le corps du gdndral 
Hill dans TAlentejo, de forcer lea Anglais de restcr sur la rive gauche, et d'em- 
p6chcr ainsi toute outreprise centre Madrid. 

Jc rccoiiimande h ce marechal de faire tout ce qui est possible afin d'appro- 
visioniier Badajoz pour iin an, et dc seconder, par une forte diversion sur Murcic, 
la prise si iinjiortaiite de Valence. 


No. XVI. (p. 447.) 

Le Mardchal Due de Raguse d.S. A. le Prince de Wagi-am et de Neufehiitcl, Major Gdneral. 

Valladolid, le 16 Janvier, 1812. 

J’ai Thonneur de rendre coniptc h, V. A. que j’ai regu hioi* au soir le rapport quo 
l*arni6o Anglaiso s’ost subitement rdunie, et Ic 8 a ])uase TAgueda apres avoir jetd 
un pont dc bateau xl u 2 lieues au-dessous de la )>lar^c, et a amend avee elle des 
pieces dc sidge. Le 10 la place a dfd invcstic, c*t Ics travaux de siege sont com- 
mcneds sur-lc-ehaiiip. Jc ne perda pas un instant j>our marcher au secours de la 
place. J’avuis n^'uni 4 division's i)our le ravituilleinent dc Ciudad Rodrigo ; niais 
CCS forces ne suliisent pus aiijourd’hui. %Te suis done fored d^ippelcr 2 divisions dc 
rarmde du Nord ct la division Bonet, k lac(U<dle j’ordonne de tjuitter les Asturies. 
Tout cola me fonnora upros de 60,000 honimes, av ce lesqiiels je mareherai k Ten- 
nemi. Vous ]M)u>e7 vous altendrc h des dvdncmens heureux et glorieux pour Ics 
armes Francaises. Mon armdc sera rdunie le 21. Conime j’avais ordonnd au 
gdndral Montbrun de revenir k la fin de Janvier, jc ne pense pas qu’il ])uisso ar- 
river ici avant Fdvrier. II a soils ses ordres 6 divisions, f*t unc partic dc iiia 
ca valeric. 

DetiO’ieme Jiapport, 

Salomaiique, ii « 8 Janvier, 1812. 

A I’instant ou j’arrive h Salamaiique j’ai riionneur dc vous rendre compte que 
d’a])res Ics derniers rajiports (pie je reyois, le faubourg de Rodrigo, ainsi qu’une 
redoiite (jue j’ai fait eoiistruirc, ont etc enlevds de sur])rise pendant la nuit du 10. 
C’est un dvcncmcnt inalhcureux ; car j’avais tou jours cornpte que leur ddlbnsc exi- 
gerait dos travaux de sidge, et nous ferait gagner 8 ou 10 jours. 

On iii’annonr'c d’un autre eotd que les premieres pieces dc siege ont seuleincnt 
f)Bssd TAgueda le 14. En attendant la rdunion des troupes, je vais faire une 
diversion, et pousser une forte avant-garde le j>lus pres possible de la villc, afin 
qu’ellc sc fosse entendre, et qu’elle avertisse qu’on marchc au secours. 

Tromenu Rapport. 

Salamaiique, Ic 22 Janvier, 1612. 

Le 10 dans la nuit I’cnncmi s’est prdscntd devant Rodrigo: il s’empare des 
couvens du faubourg. Dans la jouniee du 16, des batteries Anglaiscs comincncent 
leur feu k une grande distance, ct le 19 la place est prise d’assaut, et tombe au 
pouvoir de rennemi. II y a dans eet dvdnement queluuc chose dc si incomprd- 
hensible que je ne me permets aucune observation. Je n’ai pas encore les ren- 
seignemens ndeessaires. 

Quatrieme Rapport. 

Salamanque, le 24 Janvier, 1812. 

Je m’dtais concertd avec le gdndral Comte Dorsenne pour la reunion de nos 
troupes, mais les espdrancos que j’avais con^ucs de voir I’armdo ennemic fidre d’un 
premier succds tenir au-deld. dc I’Agucda, sc sont promptement dvanouies. ^ Les 
reconnaissances quo j'ai envoydes me rendent compte quo le corps ennemi qui 
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s’^tait port^ but Tamames, et cju’on avait pris pour I’ann^e r4unie, s’est repli6 
aur TAgueda, a repass^ cette rividre, et eat reiitr6 en Portugal apr^s avoir lev6 sea 
pouts. 

Les Anglais ont enlev6 une partie de la grosse artillerie de la place pour la 
transporter k Almeida. Ils n’ont laiss^ aucun Anglais h Ciudad Roorigo. 



La garnison de Ciudad Rodrigo se croyait au moment d’etre ravitaillde, lorsque 
I’eiineini se prdsenta sous les murs de la place. £lle n'avait du pain que jusqu'au 
2 F^v., et la viande hii aurait manqu^ depuis longtemps, sans la prdvoyance du 
gouverneur, qui, par des sorties faites a propos, parvint k se procurer une cen> 
taine de pores, et fit altemer k temps la distribution de viande avec cclle de 
Idgumes. 

L'ennemi n’avait encore fait auoune demonstration inquidtante. 11 s’dtait 
bomd k occuper les villages et les hameaux des environs de la place, et k faire 
de frdquentes patroiiillcs pour intercepter nos communications avec Salamanij^ue. 
Un assez grand nombre de ddserteurs qui nous dtaient arrives, se coiitredisaient 
dans leurs renseignements sur la position et les mouvements des divers corps de 
I’armde Anglaise; muis tous s'accordaient k assurer que cette armde manquait 
compldtement de vivres, et que plusieurs divisions avaient etd obliges de repasser 
la Coa pour trouver des subsistences. J ctais cependant certain que Lord Wel- 
lington avait fait arriver k Almeida beaucoup de grosse artillerie, qu'il ctait tres- 
fkclid d’avoir laisse dchapper Ic petit convoi avec lequel j'dtais entre k Ciudad 
Kodi igo, et qu'il ferait tous ses efforts pour s'emparcr de celui qui nous ctait 
anuoned. 

Dds les premiers jours du mois de Decembre, Tennemi h*occupa de la construc- 
tion de pouts sur rAgiiedn, et en fit un assez solide pour faire passer de la 
grosse artillerie, entre Gallegos et San Felices, k deux lieues au-dessous de la 
place. £n meme temps, il fit reqiicrir toutes les voitures et toutes les betes de 
somtne du pays pour cffectuer des transports que je crus 6tre ceux des projectiles 
et des approvisioniiemonts ndeessaircs pour alimenter au besoin son arm de, lors- 
qu’elle se porterait sur la rive droite de TAgueda. J’ai donnd avis de tous ces 
mouvements u M. Ic general en chef Comte Dorsenne, par mes lettres des 8 et 
30 Ddc., adressdes au gdudral Thidbault, commandant k Salamanque. 

£ufiii, le 8 Jan., toujours dans I'attentedu convoi que nous devions recevoir, 
nous aper^dmes Tarmce Anglaise en mouvement vers Ic convent dc la Caridad 
au sud de la place. De nombreuses colonnes vinrent prendre position sur la 
route de Salamanque, et d'autres se jeterent dans les ravins au iiord de la place. 
Vers 3 lieures, une reconnaissance poussdc de ce cotd rapporta qu’on aper- 
cevait beaucoup de voitures, ct que reniiemi dechargeait des gabions et des fas- 
cines. Je n'eus alors aucun doute sur ses projets contre la place. Jc fis de 
suite reiiforcer la garde de la petite redoute Renaud, ou il n’y avait que 10 hommes 
d'infanterie et 5 canonniers, et j'y envoyai 50 hommes d'infantcrie commandds 
par un officier ct 8 canonniers avec un oflicier d'artillerie. Le commandant 
d artillerie y fit porter des munitions pour les 3 bouches a feu qui s'y trouvaient, 
et s’y rendit lui-meme avec le commandant du genie pour prescrire les moyens 
de ddfense. On approvisionna dgalement les 2 pieces placces dans le convent 
de Saint Fran 9 ois, et le poste de ce convent eut Tordre d’ubserver les mouvements 
que reniiemi pourrait faire de ce cdtd, sur la redoute Renaud, et de la secourir 
au besoin. 

Ces dispositions dtaient k peine achevdes, lorsque entre 7 et 8 heures du soir 
une fusillade tr6s-vive nous annon 9 a que la redoute 6tait attaqude. Au feu des 
pieces de canon, nous vimes sucedder le jet des grenades, et bientOt aprds nous 
entendimes un hourra qui sc prolongea jusqu'k ce que le feu ayant entidrement 
cessd, nous pOmes juger que la redoute avdt did enlevde. En ce moment com- 
men^a le feu de toutes les pieces de la place qui avaient vue de ce c6td, et il 
contuiua toute la nuit. Au jour, nous vimes que l’ennemi avait ouvert sur le 
plateau du graii^Teso une paralldle appuyde k la redoute Renaud, alnsi qu’une 
CQmmunication. Nous lan^kmes beaucoup de bombes, et la batterie de Saint 
Francois inquidta les travailleurs de la parallele. Je fis donner I’ordre aux 
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habitants qui d^diraient quitter la place de sordr immddiatement ; et, ce 
moment, toute communication ceasa avec le dehora. 

Dana la nuit du 9 au 10, ie fis partir pour Salamanque deux dmiaaairea chargda 
d’aniioncer au gdndral Thicbault la prise de la redoute Renaud et le commence- 
ment dll sidge. L’artillerie continiia aon feu sur le terrain occupd par I’ennemi, 
et lHn 9 a dea pots k feu qui nous firent dccouvrir quelques-uns de sea travaux. 
La bnlterie de Saint Francois tira toute U nuit, et de petitea aortiea faitea de ce 
poate et du couvent de Santa Cruz inquidterent I’ennemi qui, ndannioina, pro- 
longea aa paralUMe vers la droite en auivant la pente du terrain, et entreprit deux 
grandes batteries. Au jour, nous remarqndmea un grand transport ae aaca h 
terre : pluaieura parties dea coffres de sea batteries en dtaient pleines, ainai que la 
paralldle et sea communications. Un grand nombre de travailleurs tiraient dea 
terrea du dehors et du dedana dea batteries, et formaient une place d’armes en 
arricre de la redoute Renaud. Le feu de la place fut dirigd aur les points od lea 
travaux paraissaient les plus imparfaits, et les mortiers lancdrent des bombes sur 
les batteries commcncdes. Trente fusils de rempart repartis aur le pourtour de la 
place firent feu sur tous les travailleurs qui se montrdrent. 

Dans la nuit du 10 au 11, un nouveau message fut envoy e k Salamanque pour 
faire connaitre la situation de la place. L’ennemi forma un crochet k la droite de 
la parallele, et un autre a la gauclic pour s'upposer aux tentatives du poste que 
nous avions au couvent de Saint Francois ; il pla 9 a memc des tirailleurs dans des 
trous creusds pres de ce couvent pour inquicter nos canonniers. Au jour il con- 
tinua sea travaux et clargit le crochet commence la unit k la droite de la ]>remikre 
parallele. On aper 9 ut des voitures de paysans dans lea batteries ct dans lea 
tranchces. La place continua son feu, et le poste du couvent de Saint Francois 
parvint a ddloger de Icurs trous les tirailleurs eiineinis cmhusquds pr6s de ce 
couvent. 

Dana la unit du 11 au 12, rennemi ddboucha par un zigzag de I'extrdmitd de 
la premiere parallMc, en s'avan^ant ver'^ la pluce. Il fit cc travail ii la sa^e 
volante, et y employa des sacs h terre. Au join, ce cheminement dtait imparfait, 
et il travailla toute la journec k s’y onfoncer. 11 continua aussi les travaux de ses 
batteries. La place mit tous ses moi tiers en jeu, et entretint son feu comme les 
jours pre^eddents. Une des deux pi6ccs de la batterie Saint Fran 9 oi 8 tomba de la 
terrusse oil elle se trouvait ; on la reinplu^u par un petit obusier placd au pied de 
cette terrassc. 

Dans la nuit du 12 au 13, I’ennemi avan 9 a peu; mais il travailla beaucoup k 
ses batteries, dont il prepara les platesformes, et il acheva 1^ zigzag qu’il avait 
commence en avaiit de la premidre parallkle. Notre artiluiii ne cessa de tirer 
toute la nuit, et un feu continuel de mousqueterie fut dirigd des postes de Saint 
Fran 9 ois ct de Santa Cruz sur les travaux ae I’cnnemi. 

Le 13, vers 8 heures du soir, le couvent de Santa Cruz fut attaqud par des 
forces supdiieures. Les 50 hommes qui s’y trouvaient furent contraints de se 
re])lier avec quclque perte et se jetcrent daus le fosse de la place. L'enncmi 
entreprit alors deux longs zigzags qui furent conduits jusqu’au pied du petit Teso. 

Le 14 au matin, une sortie de la place ddtruisit ces travaux, reprit le couvent 
de Santa Cruz, et ne rentra dans la ville qu’k Tarrivde des reserves de I’ennemi, 
laissant un poste dans le couvent. Vers 3 heures du soir, les Anglais ddmas- 
qudrent leiirs embrasures et commencerent leur feu avec 20 pieces de 24, rdparties 
dans deux grandes batteries. A la nuit, ils ccsscrent leur tir, el nous fiines 
rentrer dans la place le poste de Santa Cruz. 

Dans la nuit du 14 au 15, le couvent et le faubourg de Saint Fran 9 oiB furent 
attaqu4s de toutes parts. Les 150 hommes qui gardaient le couvent firent leur 
retraite sur le glacis, apr^s avoir enclou^ leurs deux pieces. L’eiinemi fit une 
communication de la redoute Renaud au couvent qu’il entoura d'un fossd, et il 
entreprit de ce meme cdtd une nouvelle batterie. La place fit un feu continuel 
d'artillerie et de mousqueterie sur tout le front d'attaque. Au jour, I’ennemi reprit 
le sien avec 26 pieces de 24, rdparties dans ses deux grandes batteries, et le dirigea 
priiicipalement sur le point de jonction de la brdchc faite en 1810 avec I’ancieune 
ma 9 onnerie. Cette partie de la muraille, reconstruite en pierres de taille sans 
ebaux ni ciment, fut ddmoUe avec une rapiditd dtonnante, bien que les batteries 
en fussent dloigndes de 150 toises. A la nuit, Vamoncellement des ddcombres 
B*dlevait ddja k 10 ou 12 pieds au-dessous du parapet. 
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Dans la nuit du 15 au 16, la garnison commen 9 a de chaque odtd de la brdche 
des coupures appuydea au mur interieur du rempart, qui formait un escarpement 
du c6t4 de la ville. Dea coTvdea furent employ dea par le g4iiie h. ddblayer le pied 
de la br^clie et k dtendre lea ddcombres aur le terre-plein de la fauaae braie. De 
aon cdtd, I’ennemi rdpara sea batteriea, et poiissa un cbeminemeiit j usque aur le 
petit Teao, qu’il couronna de sacs k terre. 11 trnvailla k fotce k la nouvelle bat- 
terie qu’il avait commencde prks de Saint Fran 9 ois. Le feu de sea deux autres 
batteries fut tr6s>nourri, tant sur la br^che que sur nos defenses, et dea tirailleurs 
qu’il placa sur le petit Teso inquidterent beaiicoup nos canonniers. Dans la jour- 
nde, un nrouillard tr6s-dpais favorisa I’cnnemi, qui en prodta pour continuer sea 
travaux. Je iis garnir de troupes la fausse braie pour ddfendre le fossd, od cir- 
culaient constamment des patrouilles. Lord Wellington me somma de lui rendre 
la place ; jc lui rdpoiidis que la garnison et moi nous pdririons sous ses ddcombres 
plutdt que de la livrer. 

Toute la nuit du 16 au 17, la garnison fut sur pied et occupde, soit k faire feu 
sur les cheminements et Ics batteries de Pennemi, soit k retranclier la brdche et k 
en enlever les ddcombres. Au jour, nous vimcs que Pcimemi avait continud a 
force k travailler k la batterie qu’il avait commencce pres du convent de Saint 
Fran 9 ois, et qu’il avait dteiidu sur le petit Teso sa dcuxieme paralldle, dont il tra- 
vaillait k dpaissir Ic parapet avec des sacs k tcrrc. 11 perfectionna la communi- 
cation qui y aboutissait, voulant sans doiite partir de cette paralleie pour s’avancer 
sur le glacis. II contiiiua avec snccds son feu contre la breche. Celui de la place 
ne fut pas ralenti, et deux nouvelles embrasures furent ouvertes pour contre-battre 
la nouvelle batterie quo faisait I'ennemi pres de Saint Fran 9 oi 8 . Nous continudmes 
k prdparcr lea moyena de defense de la breebe, ct nous pla 9 dines des poutres sur 
le parapet du corps de place, afin de les jeter sur les assaillants s’ils tentaient 
Pescalade. 

Dans la nuit du 17 au 18, Pennemi icta des obus sur la breebe, ct tira a mi- 
traillc d’une batterie de campagne, qu’il dtablit derri^re une gabionnade, prds du 
convent de Santa Cruz. II pla 9 a aiissi des tirailleurs an pied du petit Teso, dans 
le ravin le plus voisin du glacis ; il perfectionna ses ouvrages et acbeva sa iiou- 
velle batterie. Nous fimes une vive fusillade sur le petit Teso et sur les tirailleurs 
qui s’dtaicnt dtablis en avant, et notre artillerie reauisit au silence la batterie de 
campagne voisine du convent de Santa Cruz. Le genie continua ses defenses sur 
le rempart et derriere la breebe, dont il essaya encore de deblayer les ddcombres 
qui s’clevaient jusqu’au niveau du terre-plein. Au jour, nous aper^Cimcs que 
Pennemi n’avait pas fait de cheminement en avant du petit Teso ; seulement, il 
avait dcbouchc de sa communication de droite par un boyau qu’il cbercha k 
pousser k la sape pleine ; mais notre artillerie ayant arretd et bouleversd ce travail, 
il s’enterra et ne nt plus un pas en avant. Il continua a tirer sur la brcche, dont 
il augmenta beaucoup les mines. Vers 9 heurcs, il ddmasqua k sa nouvelle bat- 
terie 7 pidees de 24, qui commenedrent leur feu sur la partie du rempart contigue 
d la face gauche d’une vieille tour, situde k peu pres k moitid distance de la brdchc 
ddjk faite ct de la porte del Conde. Ce point etait unique dans la place pour la 
facilitd avec laquelle on pouvait y faire brdche, ct par la dilHcultd de s’y ddfendre ; 
e’est Pendroit od le mur est le plus bas, le parapet le plus mince, le terre-plein du 
rempart et de la fausse braie le plus dtroit ; enfin c’dtait Ih que so trouvait la seule 
piece de canon qui pouvait flanqucr la breche ddjk faite. La muraille de la vieille 
tour, battue trds-bas, s’dcroula bientdt comme une avalanche, et cette nouvelle 
brdchc, dont la formation semblait devoir nous faire gagner du temps, puisque les 
cheminements de I’ennemi en dtaient encore k plus de 100 toises, devint pour 
nous k la fin du jour une grande cause d’alarme, et prdcipita notre pertc. 

Pendant la nuit du 18 au 19, la garnison resta sur pied et fit un feu continuel 
sur Pennemi. On commen 9 a dea coupures pour la ddiense de la nouvelle breebe. 
Au jour, nous aper 9 fimes que les Anglais avaient suspendu leurs travaux : ils 
continudrent leur feu sur les deux brdches.^ La premidre se trouvait praticable 
comme une grande route, depuis le fossd jusqu’au haut du rempart, et la seconde 
fit des progrds efirayants : cependant la contrescarpe dtait intacte partout. Nous 
vimcs dans Parmde Anglaise de grands mouvements qui nous firent craiiidre une 
attaque prochaine. Je fis tout disposer pour soutenir I’assaut, et je ranimai le 
courage de la garnison par une adresse dnergique. Notre feu d’artillerie et de 
mousquoteric reprit une nouvelle activitd sur tous les^ points du front d'attaque. 
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Deux pieces de 24 ddmontdes, qui dtaient resides sur la br^clie principale, furent 
disposdeR k portae de cette br^cfie pour rouler sur les aasaillants, et des sachets de 
poudre furent pr^pards sous les ddcombres. Je pla 9 ai 3 compagnies d’dlite au 
Bommet et sur lea flancs de cctte breche; d'autres troupes occupdrcnt la fausse 
braie pour ddfcndre les approches du fossd. La seconde brdclie dtait praticable, 
quoique encore dtroite et pen aiaee, et les travaux entrepris pour sa ddfense 
ii’avaient pu dtre achevds. Jcplafai k cette brcche unc compagnie de voltigeurs, 
qui devait en gariiir aussi les flancs. D*autres troupes dtaieiit postdes et re- 
tranclides derricre le rempart. Les artilleurs et les soldats auxiliaires Airent 
rdpartis pour le service des pieces, et devaient jeter sur rennemi des poutreSi des 
obus, et des grenades, s'il tentait I’escalade. 

Tel dtait I'dtat des choses loraque, vers 6 heures dii soir, il s'engagea une vive 
fusillade sur tout le ddveloppcmeiit du front d'attaquo. Bientdt nprds, on vint 
in'annoncer que les Anglais eacaladaient la fausse braie prds de la porte d’ Almeida. 
J'accourus sur ce point avec une rdserve de GO hommes que j’avais places entre 
les deux breches, etje vis en effet que I’eunemi, aprds s’etre jetd dans le fossd, 
escaladait la fausse braie. Nc pouvant Ten empecher, j’ordomiai qu*on roulktsur 
lui des bombes et des obus, et jc revins k la grande brcche raffermir les troupes 

a ui s’y trouvaient. L*alerte y avait etd doiinde, et M. Hiisson, commandant 
’artillcrie, y attondait rennemi avec les moyens de ddfeiise qu’il avait fait prd- 
parer. Le feu faiblit bientot dans la fausse braie, et le bruit sc rdpandit que 
Tenncmi escaladait la muraille du cdtd du sud, pres de I'lidpital. Je coiirus sur 
ce point avec une partie dc ma rdserve ; mais je reconnus avee plaisir que la 
nouvelle dtait fausse : ce qui y avail doniid lieu, c*est que quelques homines de 
gaide dans la fausse braie dtaient rentrds dans la place k Tapprochc de Tennemi 
en inontant le long des chaines du pontdevis do la porte Santiago. Je retournai 
aiissitut k la grande breche, ou tout dtait en feu. L'ennemi dtait parvenu sur le 
rempurt, mais il y dtait crildd par le feu dc nos retranchements. Peu d’instants 
aprds, des coups de fusil et dca cris se finmt entendre de I’intdrieur mume de la 
place. Des hommes qui conduisaieiit des blesses donn^rent Valarme, et I'ennemi 
se trouva dans la place. Le ddsordre se rdpandit alors parmi les troupes que 
personne ne put plus retenir, et tout fut perdu. Ce qui suit est trop douloureux 
k ddcrire. 

J'ai appris depuisque Uts voltigeurs postds k la petite breche, aprds avoir rdsistd 
au premier choc de I'ennemi, avaient plid ensuite, et que les Anglais, parvenus sur 
le rempart, n’avaient pu s'dtcndre sur leur droite, od ils avaient dtd repoussds par 
Ic feu dc notre retranchement ; mais qu’ayaiit portd leurs eftcivi'; k la gauche, ils y 
avaient force nos voltigeurs, et de Ik s'etaient rdpandus daiib hi ville. 

J 'ignore quelle aura dtd notre perte : celle des Anglais parait avoir dtd consi- 
ddrablu, k en juger par leurs regrets. 


No. XVII. (p. 483.) 

Le Mardchal Due de Bellune au Mardchal Due de Dalmatie. 

Virgen de la Luz, devant Taiifa, le 5 Janvier, 1812. 

Lc sidge dc Tarifa a dtd Icvd aujourd'hui. Le temps, qui maitrise tout, ne nous 
a pus permis d’achever la con quote de cette place, quoique quatre beaux jours 
nous cussent suili pour Tobteiur. Ma lettre du 2 a du vous instruire de la situa- 
tion alAigeaiitc de nos troupes. En vous Tadressant, j 'avals encore quclque espoir, 
mais il a dtd bientdt ddcu ; le ddlu^e que je vous ai annoned s’est acem au point 
que, 24 heures encore aevant Tarifa, et nos soldats dtaient perdus. J’ai chargd 
MM. les gdndraux Leval et Barrois de nous les ramener : nous serous tres-heureux 
s'il n'en reste qu’un 5®® dans les prdcipices qu’ils doivent traverser. J’aurai 
riionneur d'instruire V. E., avec plus dc ddtails, de nos misdres ; en ce moment 
je ne puis que les ddplorer. 

Le Mardchal Due de Bellune au Mardchal Due de Dalmatie. Vejer, le 7 Janvier, 1812. 

Nos troupes conimencent k arriver k Vejer, et demain elles y seront rduiiies 
en totalitd ; le 9, elles en partiront pour se ren^e aux di verses destinations que je 
leur ai provisoirement assi^des, eii attendant les ordres de V. E. Celles qui font 
partie du 4®® corps se dirigent sur Moron par Xerkz, les routes de la montagne 
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6tAnt aujourd'hui impraticables, et n*offirant pas de ressources pourlessubsistances. 
La 2^^ division du corps restera momentandment i Vejer et k Medina. 
Toutes ces troupes sont extreinement fatigu6es ; leurs vdtements sont en lambeaux, 
et il est indispensable qu’en leur doniiant quelques jours de repos on leur four- 
nisse de quoi B*habiller. 

Nos pertes ne sont pas aussi considdrables que les circonstances Font d*abord 
fait croire. Notre retraite a 6t4 faite lentement et avec beaucoup d’ordre, et les 
soldats que le mauvais temps avail ^loignds cn grand nombre des rdgiments y sont 
rentrds. L’ennemi n*a pas osd nous suivre plus loin que le Rio Salado, oil il s’est 
arr6td, surpris de la contenance encore imposantc de nos malheureux et braves 
soldats : c’est avec des peines infinies qu’ils sont parvenus a s’arraclier des fon- 
dri^res que les pluies avaient creusdes sous leurs pas. 11 n'existeplus de chemins, 
et tout le terrain de Vejer k Medina n’cst plus aujourd*hui qiruii cloaque im- 
praticable. 11 6tait devenu impossible k nos convois d’arriver, et il y avail ddjd 
cinq jours que nos soldats dnrouvaient la plus aiTreuse disette ; leurs besoins dtaient 
tels, que ne pouvant faire de feu, et mourant de faim, ils mangeaient de la viande 
crue. Cette circonstance seule justifierait la lev6e du sidge de Tarifa, s'il n'eii 
existait pas d’aiitres encore plus impdrieuses ; V. £. pourra 8*en faire une idde en 
lisant les copies ci-jointes des lettrcs qui m’ont did adressdes le 1 et Ic 3 de ce 
mois. J'ai rdsistd aiix instances qui m'y dtaient faites, autaiit par I’espoir que 
j'avais du retour prochain du beau temps que par la ndcessitd de sauver I’liotineur 
de nos armes. Un jour encore, il n etait plus possible de se maintenir devant 
Tarifa ; les officiers y auraicnt did abandonnds. Le soldat dtait extdnud, ddsespdrd ; 
il avail fait j usque-la tout ce quo les forces humaines et le ddvoucment le plus dd- 
termind peuveiit permettre ; en exigeant de lui de nouveaux sacrificeB, c eut dtd se 
rdsoudre k sa perte et k noire lioiite. 

On s’occupe dans ce moment de la rddaction du journal de nos opdrations ; dds 
qu'il sera termind, je m’emprcsscrai de Tadresser a V. E. 

L’dtat de ddlabrement oi^ est maintenant la 2°*** division du corps, joint 
k la ndcessitd de la rallier ct de lui donner quelque repos, m’engage k proposer k 
V. E. de la faire remplacer, pour le service dont elle dtait chargde dans les pro- 
vinces de Ronda et d’Antequera, par la division, dont les rdgiments sont 
mieux tenus, moins fatiguds, et plus iustruits. Si vous consentez, M. le Mardclial, 
k cette proposition, dont Teifct ne pent etre qu'avantageux au service, j^opdrerai 
ce remplacement, ct je rappellerai k la division les ddtachements qu’elle a 
laissds a Honda et ailleurs. 


No. XVIII. (pp. 492, 531.) 

Gazeta de Madrid, 13 de Enero de 1 812. 

£1 mariscal Suebet atacd en los dias 26 y 27 de Deciembre al cxcrcito insur- 
gente de Valencia, mandado por Blake, y rompid la linda que occupaba por la 
parte del Grao, derrotandole completameiite. De resulta de esta derrota se dis- 

S ersd el exercito insurgeiite, huyendo unos por el camino de Alicante, otros acia 
Lequena y Estado de Jorquera, y encerradose el resto cn Valencia despues de 
liaberse embarcado Blake. Los Franceses persiguieron d los que huian, por el 
camino de Alicante hasta Alcira. 

£l 30 por la tarde estaba concluida la circunvalacion de Valencia. Se ban 
cogido mas de 7000 prisioneros, mueba artilleria y bagages. Llegan continua- 
mente disperses hasta Tarancon y pueblos immediatos. 

El general Freyre, que occupaba a Chinchilla, ha sido derrotado por el general 
Montbrun. Parte de la coluna que manda el general d’Armagnac ha salido de 
Cuenca acia Requena. 

No. XIX. (pp.‘620, 572.) 

Decreto de 30 de Enero de 1812. 

Deseando las Cortes generates y extraordinarias dar un testimonio publico y 
cotrespondiente k la generosidad de la nacion Espafiola del aprecio y gratitud de 
la misma por los importantesimos servicios que ha heqtio en su favor de nuestra 
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Santa causa en general en gefe de las tropas Britdnicas en la Peninsula el Lord 
Vizconde Wellington, y senaladamente por el que acaba de hacer, tomando nor 
asalto la plaza de Ciudad Rodrigo con las tropas combinadas de su mando, ban 
venido conformandose con la propuesta de la Regencia del Reino en conceder, 
como por el pesento conceden, al Lord Vizconde Wellington, grundezade Espaiia 
de primera clase, para si y sus sucesores libre de lanzas y medias anatas con el 
titulo de Duque de Ciudad Rodrigo. Lo tendrd entendido la Regencia del Reino 
para su cumpliiniento, y lo mandara impriniir, publicar, y circular. Dado en Cadiz 
a 30 de Enero de 1812. Antonio Pargan, Prcsideiite; Josef Antonio Sombiela, 
Deputado Secretario; Josef Maria Gutierrez de Teran, Deputado Secretario. 
A la Regencia del Reino, Reg. fol. 195. 


No. XX. (p. 549.) 

Le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcb&tel, Major G6n4ral, au Mar6cbal Due de Raguse. 

Palis, le 11 F4v. 1812. 

T/Empereur regrette, M. le Due, qu’avec la division Souham et les 3 autres 
divisions que vous aviez rdunies, vous ne vous soyez pas reports sur Salumanque, 
pour voir ce qui se passait. Cela await donnd beaucoup a peiispr aux Anglais, et 
vous auriez pu etre utile d Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Le moyen de sccourir Turmee du Midi dans la position oii vous Stes, e'est de 

S lacer votre quartier general h. Salatnanqne, d'y conccntrcr votre arnii^e cn ne 
etaebant qu’uiie division sur le '1 age, de rdoccuper les Astiiries, et d’obliger I’en- 
neiiii b restcr k Almeida, et dans le nord, par la crainte d'une invasion. Vous 
]iourrez mdine pousser des partis sur Ciudad Rodrigo si vous avez rartillerie de 
siege iiecessuirc (votre lionneiir y est attache), prendre cette place, ou, si le ddfaut 
de vivres ou d’artillerie vous for 9 ait d ajontuer cette operation jiisqu'k la r6colte, 
vous pourriez du inoins faire une incursion dans le Portugal, et vous porter sur le 
Douro et sur Almeida. Cette menace contiendrait Tennemi. 

L'armee du Midi est tres-forte ; I’armee de Valence, qui aujourd'hui a ses avant- 
postes sur Alicante, degage sa gauebe. 

La position que vous devez prendre doit done £*tre ofTensive de Salamanque k 
Almeida. Tant que les Anglais vous sauront reuni en forces k Salamanque, ils ne 
feront aucun moiivement; mais, si voius allez de votre personne k Valladolid, si vos 
troupes sont envoyecs se perdre sur les derrieres, si surtout v'^tre cavalerie n’est 
|)a8 en mebure aprks la saiboii des pluies, vous exposerez toai tc nord de I’Espagne 
a des catastropbes. 

II est indispeiibablc de r6occuper les Asturies, parce qu’il faut plus de monde 
pour garder la lisicre de la plainc jusqu'k la Biscaye, quo pour garder les 
Asturics. 

Puisque les Anglais se sont divis^'s en deux corps, un sur le midi et Pautre sur 
vous, ils ne sont pas forts, et vous devez Tetre beaucoup plus qu'eux. La lettre 
que jc vous ai dcrite, et que vous avez re<,*ue le 13 D6c , vous a fait connaitre ce 
que vous deviez faire. Menacez les Anglais ; et si vou& croyez pour le moment 
ne pas pouvoir reprendre Ciudad Rodrigo, faites reparer les chemins qui mknent k 
Almeida, faites fortifier Salamanque, r6unisbcz vos equipages de sidge, envoyez de 
gros ddtachements sur Ciudad Rodrigo : ccla contiendra les Anglais, ne fatigueia 
pas vos troupes, et aura bien moins d'inconvenients que de vous ^ss^miiier encore, 
comme vous le proposez. 

Je suppose que le gdndral Montbrun est arrivd, et que vous avez enfin rduni 
votre arnide. 

La prise de Valence a beaucoup fortifid Parmde du Midi, et il faut que vous 
supposiez les Anglais foils, pour les croire capable de marcher stir Badajoz en vous 
laissant k Salamanque, e'est-a-dire, en vous luissant arriver k Lisbonne avant eux. 
Ils iront dans le midi si, par des mesures inal calculdes, vous ddtacbez deux ou trois 
divisions sur le Tage ; par Ik vous les rassurez, et leur dites que vous ne voulez rieii 
faire contre eux, et respectez Popinion de la ddfensive et de leur initiative. 

Je vous le rdpdte done : Pinstruction de PEmpereur est que vous ne quittiez pas 
Salamanque, vous fassiez rdoccuper les Asturies, que votre armde s^appuie sur 
la position de Salamanque, et que vous menaciez de Ik les Anglais. 



798 


APPENDIX. 


he Prince de Wogram et de Neufchfttel, Major G6n£ra1, au Mar^chal Due de Raguse. 

Paris, le 18 FeV. 1812. 

Monsieur le Due, je viens de mettre b. rinstaiit sous les yeux de I’Empereur vos 
lettres des 29 Jan., 4 et 6 Fdv. S. M. ii*est pas satisfaite de la direction que vous 
donnez k la guerre ; vous avez la supdrioritd sur reniiemi, et, au lieu de prendre 
riiiitiutive, vous ne cessez de la recevoir. Vous remuez et fatiguez vos corps; ce 
n'est pas Ih I’art de la guerre. Quand le gdndral Hill, avee 15,000 hommes, marche 
sur rarmde du Midi, e’est ce qui pent vous arriver de plus heureux ; cette armde 
est assez forte et assez bicn organisce pour tie rien craindre de Tarmcc Anglaise, 
aurait-elle ellc-m5me rduni 4 ou 5 divisions. 

Aiijourd’hui I’ennemi suppose que vous allez faire Ic sidge de Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
il approclie le gdiidral Hill de sa droite, afiu de pouvoir le faire veiiir b. lui k grandes 
marciies et vous livrer bataille, reuni, si vous voulez repreiidre Ciudad Rodrigo. 
C'est done au mar^clial Due de Dalmatic k tenir 20,000 hommes sur la Guadiana 
et k I’emplchcr de faire ce mouvement, et, si Hill passe le Tage, k se porter k sa 
suite, ou dans TAlentejo. Vous avez eu le double de la lettre quel'Empereur m’a 
ordonnd d’dcrire au Due de Dalmatie, le 10 de ce mois, cn r6ponse k la demande 
qu*il vous avait fait dc porter des troupes vers le midi. C'est vous, M. le Mar^chal, 
qui deviez lui dcrire pour lui demandcr de porter un gros corps sur la Guadiana, 
pour maintenir le gdndrul Hill dans le midi, et I'empucher de se rdimir k Lord 
Wellington. 

La prise de Ciudad Rodrigo est un dchec pour vous, et les Anglais connaissent 
assez rhonneur Fran^ais pour compreiidre que ce succds pent devenir un alTiont 
pour eux, et qu'au lieu d’amcliorcr leur position, Toccupation de Ciudad Rodrigo 
les met dans ^obligation de ddfendre ceite villc ; et des lors ils vous rendent maitre 
du champ de bataille, puisque vous les forcez de venir au secours de cette place, et 
k combattre dans une position si dloignde de la mcr. Le resultat de cct avantage 
ne pent 8tre retarde que jusqu'k la rdcolte. Alors vous serez cn mesure de faire 
le sidge de Ciudad Rodrigo ; I’ennetni y marchera, et il aura la honte dc vous voir 
reprendre cette place. 

Le mouvement du gdndral Hill sur le Tage a dtd fait dans la croyance que, 
aussitdt que vous auriez &u la jiri.se de Ciudad Rodrigo, vous auriez rdiini vos 
troupes pour marcher rapidement sur cette place, I’invcstir et profiter du premier 
moment ou la breche ii'dtait pas relevde, et ok il ne pouvait encore y avoir aucuii 
approvisioiinement. Cette occasion inanqude, il fera tout prdparer pour le mois 
de Mai. 

La vdritable route de Lisbonne est par le iiord ; Vennemi y ayant ties mayasins 
considerables et des hbpitanx, ne pent se retirer sur cette capitale que tres-tenfe- 
ment ; et si, dans Tattaque du Prince d'Essling, il s'est retire rapidement, c’est 
parce qu'il s’dtait prdpard k ce mouvement ; il a done un grand intdret k vous 
einpdcher de pdnetrer dans le Portugal. La situation du Prince d'Esbling devant 
Lisbonne dtait, pour rAnglcterre et le Portugal, une grande calamite. Je ne puis 
que vous rdpdter les ordres de I’Empereur ; prenez votre quartier gdndral a Sala- 
manque ; travaillez avec activitd k fortifier cette ville ; faites-y travailler 6000 
hommes de troupes et 6000 paysans ; rdunissez-y un nouvel equipage de sidge qui 
servira k ariner la ville ; formez-y des approvisionnemeiits ; faites faire tons les 
jours le coup de fusil avec les avant-postes ennemis ; placcz deux fortes avant-gardes 
qui menacent. Tune Ciudad Rodrigo, Tautre Almeida ; menacez les autres direc- 
tions sur la frontiere de Portugal ; envoyez des partis qui ravagent quelques vil- 
lages; et enfin employez tout ce qui peut tenir I’ennemi sur le qui vive. Faites 
rdparer la route de Porto, celle d’ Almeida ; tenez votre armde rdunie vers Toro, 
Benavente, Salamanque. La province d’ Avila a meme de bonnes parties ok Ton 
trouvera des rcssourccs. 

Dans cette situation, qui est aussi simple que formidable, vous reposcz vos 
troupes, vous formez des magasins, et, avec des ddmonstrations bien combindes, 
qui mettent vos avant-postes k m^me de firer journcllement des coups de fusil avec 
I’ennemi, vous aurez barre sur les Anglais qui ne pourront que vous observer. 

Vous devez tous les jours faire faire des prisonmers par vos avant-gardes, et sur 
toutes les directions qui menacent I’ennemi ; c’est le moyen d’avoir des nouvelles, 
il n’en est pas d'autre efficace. 

L'Empereur me present de donner I’ordre au Dim de Dalmatie d’avoir toujours 
uii corps de 20,000 hommes avec 20 pidees de canop, composd de ses meilleurea 



APPENDIX. 


799 


troupes, soit sur Merida, pour faire le coup de fusil avec le general Hill et le 
contenir sur la rive gauche du Tagc, soit sur Badejos, en se portaiit sur TAlentejo 
et robligeant ainsi d, se rapprocher d*£lvas. Cette operation est d’autant plus 
importaiite que, si elle n’avait pas lieu, le g6ndral Hill pourrait se r^unir h, Lord 
Wellington pour vous attaquer. II serait iusens^ de penser que jamais Lord 
Wellington pdt rappeler la division Hill k lui, tant que le Due de Dalmatic fera 
des demonstrations. Lord Wellington ne pent done vous attaquer qu’avec son 
corps, et, B*il marchait d vous, vous reuniricz 7 divisions h, Salainanque, avec toute 
votre artillerie et votre cavalerie; cela vous ferait 50,000 hommes. Je dis 7 
divisions, car il ne faut jamais compter sur celle des Asturies. Alors cette division 
rccevrait ordre de marcher en avaut pour menacer la Galice et contenir le corps 
Espagnol qui est de ce c6te. Appuyee a Salamanque, ayant autant d'artillerie et 
de munition^ quo vous voudrez, votre armie, forte de 50,000 homines, est inat- 
taquable, le gdndral Hill fut>il mOme ri^uni h Lord Wellington. Elle serait 
inattaquable, non pas pour 35,000 Anglais (qui au fond soiit le total de co que 
les Anglais out en Portugal, sons y comprendre les Portugais), mais pour 70,000 
Anglais. Un camp choisi, une retraite assur6e but la place, des canons et des 
munitions en quantite, sent un avantage que vous savez trop bien apprdcier. 
Cependant, tandis que vous observerez, je suppose que Hill ait joint Varmde 
Anglaise, et que Wellington soit bcaucoup plus fort qu'il n’est; duns ce cas, 
I’arniee du Nord arrivcrait avee sa cavalerie et 2 divisions, vous vous rcnforcericz 
tous les jours, et la victoire serait assurde. 

Muis, une fois la resolution prise, il faut la tenir. II n'y a ni Jt, ni mais. II 
faut choisir votre position sous Salamanque, Otre vainqueur, ou perir avec rormde 
Fran^aise au champ de bataille quo vous aurez choisi. 

Conime vous etes le pliu> fort, et qu’il est important d’avoir Tinitiative, dvitez 
de faire des travaux dc camp retranchd qui n’apparticnnent qu’u la defensive et 
avertiraient renneini. Il buihra de reeonnaltre les emplacoments, et de travailler 
u force a, la place. Si on prend un svsteme de furtiiication serrde, et qu’on 
irudinette pas trop dc ddvcloppement, cn 6 semaines on peut avoir une bonne 
place qui metle volte quartier gendral, vos magasins ct vos hdpitaux, k I’abri de 
toute surprise de I’ennemi, et qui puisse servir a votre corps d'armde de point 
d’afipui pour recevoir la bataille, ou dc point de ddpart pour marcher sur Ciudad 
llodrigo ct Almeida, quatid le temps en sera venu. 

J c vous ai dit que vous ne devicz compter que sur 7 divisions ; la division 
Bonot doit retouiner sur-lo-champ dans les Asturies. Soit que vous considdriez 
la conservation de toutes les provinces au nord, soit qiU' ^ ms considdriez un 
mouvement de retraite, sans les Asturies qui assurent la posbcssion des montagnes, 
ni Salamanque, ni Burgos, ni memc Vitoria, ne sont tonables. Si, apres une 
bataille perdue, il fallait cvacuer, la division des Asturies ne devrait pas memc 
alors etre rappelde k vous ; mais, se repliant avec ordre sur votre droitc, elle 
appuicrait votre retraite ; et, lor^que vous seriez a Burgos, elle serait k Rcyiiosa 
pour vous couvrir de ce c6td ; sans quoi, favorisd pur des ddbarquements sur tous 
les points de la cote, rpunemi, des le commencement de votre retraite, vous 
tirerait des coups de fusil sur Mondragon et Vitoria. D’ailleur& vous n'avez ])bs 
seulemeiit a lutter centre Lord Wellington ; vous avez aussi k contenir le corps 
ennemi qui est en Galice, et, au moment ou vous marcherez sur I’ennemi, la 
division des Asturies contiendra la Galice et dpargnera la prdscnce d’une division 
a Astorga. 

Je vous le rdpdte, e’est a I’armde du Midi k avoir un corps de 20,000 hommes 

S our tenir en dchec une partie dc Tarinde de Lord Wellington sur la riVe gauche 
u Tage. Ce nest done pas k vous, M. le Due, a vous dissdminer en faveur de 
Tarinde du Due de Dalmatie. 

Lorsque vous avez et6 prendre le commandement de votre armde, elle venait 
d'dprouver un 6chec par sa retraite dc Portugal. Ce pays dtait ravagd ; les 
hdpitaux et les magasins de I’ennemi dtaient k Lisbonne ; vos troupes dtaient 
fatigudes, ddgoutdes par des marches forcees, sans artillerie, sans charrois; 
Bamajoz dtait attaqu6 depuis longteinps ; une bataille dans le midi n’avait pas 
pu faire lever Ic sidge de cette place. Que deviez-vous faire alors? Vous porter 
sur Almeida pour menacer Lisbonne? Non, parce quo votre armde n’avait pas 
d’artillerie, point de bagages, et qu’elle dtait fatigude. L’enneini, dans cette 
position, n’aurait pas cm a cette menace ; il vous aurait laissd approcher jusqu’k 
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Coimbre, aurait pris Badajoz, et ensuite serait venu aur voim. Vous avez done 
fait k cette dpoque ce qu’il fiilait faire ; vous avez march^ rapidement au secoura 
de Badajoz ; I'ennemi avait barre but voub, et Tart def la guerre £tait de vous y 
commettre. Le si^ge en a dtd levd, et Tennemi est rentr^ en Portugal : e'est ce 
qu’il y avait k faire. DepuiB, M, le mar^chal, voua 6teB revenu dauB le nord ; 
Lord Wellington a’est reportd sur le veritable point de ddferise du paya, et 
depuis ce temps voub ^tes en presence. 

Si, aprds avoir rejetd Lord Wellington au delk det^iudad Rodrigo, vous fussiez 
restd dana la province de Salamanque, ayant vos avant-gardes sur les directions 
du Portugal, Lord Wellington n'aurait pas bougd ; mais vous vous dtea portd sans 
raison sur le Tage. Les Anglais ont cru que vous vous disposiez d entrer dana 
TAlentejo pour vous rdunir au Due de Dalmatie et faire le sidge d’Elvas ; ila 
manoeuvrdrent en consequence, et restdrent attentifs, lorsquc votre mouvement 
sur Valence leur a fait coimaitre qu’ils n’avaient rien k craindre. 

Dans ce moment, M. le Due, votre position est simple et claire ; par consdquent, 
elle ne dematide pas dea combinaisons d'esprit. Placez votre armde de manidre 
qu*en quatre marclies vos troupes puissent se rduiiir et se grouper sur Salamanque ; 
ayez-y votre quartier gdndral; que vos ordres, vos dispositions annoncent d 
Pennemi que la giosae artillerie arrive a Salamanque, que vous y formez des 
magasins, que tout y est dans une position offensive. Faites faire continuellcment 
la petite guerre avec les postes ennemis. Dans cet dtat, vous §tes maitre dc tous 
les mouvements des Anglais. Si Lord Wellington se dirigc sur Badajoz, laissez -le 
aller ; rdunissez aussitdt votre armee, et marenez droit sur Almeida ; poussez des 
partis sur Coimbre, et soyez persuade que Lord Wellington reviendra bien vite sur 
vous. Mais les Anglais out trop de savoir-faire pour commettre une pareille 
faute. Ce n’est pas I'envoi de 4000 ou 5000 liommcs sur Valence qui leur a fait 
faire leur mouvement pour s'emparor de Ciudad Rodrigo ; e’est la marclie si inutile 
que vous avez fait faire d'une grande partie dc votre artillerie, de votre cavalerie ; 
e’est la dissemination de votre armde. 

Ecrivez au Due de Dalmatie, et sollicitez le Roi de lui dcrire dgalement, pour 
qu’il exdcute les ordres impdratifs que je lui donne de porter sur la Giiadiana iiii 
corps de 20,000 homines, pour forcer le gdudral Hill k rester sur la rive gauche 
dll Tage. 

Ne pensez done plus, M. le mareclial, a aller dans le midi, et marchez droit 
sur le Portugal, si Lord Wellington fait la faute de se porter sur la rive gauche du 
Tage. 

La division du gdndral Caffarelli doit etre arrivde en Navarre : S. M. ordonne 
meme qu’une division Italieiine vienne reiiforcer I'armce du Nord. Mettez-vous 
en correspondance avec le Due d’Albufera k Valence, ahn qu’il puisse marcher 
avec ses forces pour soutenir Madrid, s’ll y a lieu. Profitez du moment od vos 
troupes se rdunissent, pour bien organiser et mettre de I’ordrc dans le nord. 
Qu'on travaille jour et nuit k fortifier Salamanque ; qu'on y fasse venir de grosses 
pierces ; qu’on refasse I'dquipage de siege ; enfin, qu’on forme des magasins de 
subsistances. 

Vous sentirez, M. le mardchal, qu’en suivant ces directions, et en mettant pour 
les ex^cuter toute I’activitd convenable, vous tiendrez Tennemi en ecliec ; Londres 
elle-mSme tremblera de la perspective d’une bataille et de I’invasion du Portugal, 
si redout^e des Anglais ; et ennn, au moment de la r6cultc, vous vous trouverez 
tout a fait en 6tat d’investir Ciudad Rodrigo, et de reprendre cette place a la 
barbe des Anglais, ou de leur livrer bataille ; ce qui serait k ddsirer, cor, battus 
aiissi loin de la mer, ils seraient perdus, et le Portugal conquis. L’artillerie 
qui arriverait pour armer Salamanque, servirait pour Almeida et Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

En recevant Pinitiative au lieu de la donner, en ne songeant qu’k I’annde du 
midi, qui n*a pas besoin de vous puisqu’elle est forte de 80,000 hommes des 
meilleures troupes de PEurope, en ayant des sollicitudes pour les pays qui ne 
Bont pas sous votre commandement, et en abandonnant les Asturies et les pro- 
vinces qui vous regardent, un 4chec que vous 4prouveriez serait une calamity qui 
se ferait sentir dans toute VEspagne. Un dchec de Parmde du Midi la conduirait 
*8ur Madrid ou sur Valence, et ne serait pas de mSme nature. 

Je vous le r4pkte, vous dtes le maitre de conserver barre sur Lord Wellington 
en plapant votre quartier g4n4ral k Salamanque, en occupant en force cette pod- 
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tion, et en pouBsant de fortes reconmussances sur lea d^bouch^s. Je ne pourrais 
qiie rcdire ce que je vous ai ddJA expliqud ci-dessus. * 

Si Badajoz etait cernd setdement^ par 2 ou .3 divisions Anglaises, le Due de 
Dalinatie pourrait le d^bloquer; mus alors Lord Wellington aflaibli vous mettrait 
k mOme de vous porter dans I'int^rieur du Portugal : ce qui secourrait plus effi- 
cacement Badajoz que toute autre (U)6ratioii. 

Mais lorsque, par les iioiiVellea cuspositions de rEmpereur, qui Pont oblige 
renoncer pour cettc amide k I’expddition de Portugal, vu la tournurc que prenaient 
les afldires gdndrales de rEurope, S. M. vous a ordonnd de vous porter ii Valla- 
dolid avec votre arindc, et que vous Otes arrivd iiiopiiicmciit k Salamaiique, les 
Anglais, qui out bien calculd que ces mouvements n*avaicnt pu se faire on consd- 
queiice du leur, out 6t6 attirds; et si du 17 au 18, avec les 30,000 hommes que 
vous aviez dans la main, vous aviez marclid a tire-d*ailc sans livrer bataille, mais 
faisant mine de le vouloir, I'ennemi, qui dtait deconcertd par voire arrivde, dtait 
rdsolu de lever le sidge de Ciudad Rourigo. IIill vous empecliait en eflet de vous 
porter sur Salamanqiic et Ciudad Rodrigo avec 25,000 hommes ? C'est unc ope- 
ration qu’on pouri’ait m^me faire avec 0000 ou 10,000 hommes, en prenant posi- 
tion sans s’engager, ct rctoumant sur Salanianque si rennemi prdsentait trop de 
forces. La guerre est un md tier de position, et 12,000 hommes ne sont jamais 
engages qiiaiid ils nc Ic veulent pas, a plus forte raison .30,000, et surtout lorsquc 
CCS .30,000 hommes dtaient suivis d*autres troupes. Mais Ic passd est sans 
remdde. 

Je donne ordre que tout co qu'il sera possible de fouinir, vous boit fourni pour 
completer votre artillerie et pour aniier Salamanqiic : 24 hcurcs apres la reception 
de cette lettre, rEinpereur ponse que vous partirez pour Salamaiique, k moins 
d’dviMicnieiits iiiatteudus ; que vous chargerez une avant-garde d’oeeuper les de- 
houclids sur Ciudad Rodiigu, ct une autre cciix sur Almeida; que vous aurez 
dans la main au moins la valour d’une divibion ; que vous ferez revenir la cavalerie 
et 1 artillerie qui sont h la division du Tage , quo i ous lenverrez la division lionet 
dans les Asturies, et on cotibequcnce vous ne donnerez pas de division a I’armde 
du Nord, parce qu ellc sera reiiforcdc de la division Palombini. 

Pourtaiit, coniine ce mouvemeiit sera brusque, il faiit liii donner le temps 
d’opdrer son eflet, et ce lie pout etre que 8 jours apres que vous screz arrive k 
Salamanquc et que ces dispositions seront faites, quo leur eflet aura cu lieu sur 
I'ennemi; ce ii'est qu alors qiu* vous poiirrcz eiiticremeiit dvacuer Je 'Page. En 
attendant, il senible i I’Empereur qu’uiie seulc division d’ii/imterie sur ce point 
est suifisaiite. Le Roi eiivcrra au moins 3000 homines d'i. ^tM.rie et 1200 de 
cavalerie pour appuyer cette division. 

Rduiiissez surtout votre cavalerie, dont vous n’nvez pas de trop et dont vous 
avez taut besoiii. Lorsqiie vous verrez que votre mouvement offensif a produit 
son effet, vous retirerez du 'I’ago, d'abord une brigade, et ensuite une autre ; mais 
en meine temps vous augmeiiterez vos demonstrations d'offenBive de mani^re qiie 
tout moiitre que vous attendez les premieres lierbes pour ciitrcr en Portugal. 

Le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcbatel, Major G^ndral, au Mardcbal Due de Dalmatie. 

Paris, le 19 F^v. 1812. 

L'Empereur, M. le Due, n'est pas satisfait que la division Hill soit reside si 
longtemps a Merida. Aiijoiird'bui les Anglais paraissent changer de projet : ils 
concentrent leurs troupes afin dc se porter sur Ciudad Rodrigo, si le Due de Raguse 
assiegeait cettc place. 1/ordre dc I’Empcrcur, M. le Mardcbal, est que le gdndral 
Drouet, avec un corps de 20,000 hommes, dont 4000 de cavalerie, et 40 pidees 
de canon, soit rdiini pour opdrer, soit de Merida, soit de Badajoz, de manidre k 
tenir en dchec le gdndral Hill avec un pareil corps de 20,000 hommes de I'armde 
ennemie, en Tohligeant k rester sur la rive gauche du Tage, et rcmpechant 
par Id de rien entreprendre, soit dans le Nord sur Paimde de Portugal, soit sur 
Madrid. 

Le Due de Ilaguse a I’ordre de centraliser son armde sur Salamanque ; d’ avoir 
2 divisions en observation, une sur Ciudad Rodrigo, une sur la direction d’ Al- 
meida ; de faire tous les jours le coup de fusil avec les avant-postes ennemis ; ct 
enfin, de se rdunir pour entrer rapiaement dans le Portugal, si Lord Wellington 
commet la fautc de se porter sur la rive gauche du Tage, ce que TEmpereur re- 
garde comme une folie qu’il n’osera jamais faire. Lord Wellington sait que vous 
VOL. V. 3 F 
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avez 80,000 hommes, et plus de 70,000 prdsents sous les armes, le jour vous 
aurez rduni^os inoycns. Le principal enneini, M. le MBr6clial, ce sent les An- 
glais. Maliy et Ballesteros, qui sont & Alicante et & Gibraltar, ii'ont pas 15,000 
hommes, et le Due d’Albufera en tient une partie en 6chec. La prise de Valence 
a done singulidrement aindliord votre position. L’ordre de I'Empereur est que 
vous fonnicz le corps du general Drouet de votre meilleure infanteiie et de votre 
meilleure cavalerie, qiic ces 20,000 homines entrent dans TAlentejo, et, si les An- 
glais B’dtablissent devant vous, vous les tieiidrez ainsi en respect. 

C’est vous, M. le Due, qui devez garder toute la rive gauche du Tage. 

II est tres-important que vous iachicz de vous mettre en correspon dance avec 
le Due d’Albufera, afin que ce mar6chal soit proniptcment instruit des mouve- 
ments des Anglais. 

L’Empereur se demande, M. le Due, comment il est possible que 6000 Anglais 
et 4000 oil 5000 I’ortiigais aieiit enlev6 les inagasins de Merida, se soient avanc^s 
jusque sur les d^^bouchds dc rAndalonsie, ct y soient rcstes un mois,et cola devant 
votre armde, forte dc 80,000 hommes et composee des nieill cures troupes du inonde, 
pouvant presenter plus dc 60,000 homines prdsents sous les armes et une cavalerie 
si Bupdrieurc on nombro ? 

La diversion quo doit faire Varmdo de Portugal en votre faveur, M. le Due, 
consistc h prendre roffensivc dans sa position dc Salamanque, et non a marcher 
sur Merida ])ar un inouvcment parallele, cn obdissant a I'initiative que donne 
I’cnncnii. 

Portez toute votre attention et la plus grande activity a executer I’ordre de 
PEmpercur dc former sur-lc-chainp le corps dc 20,000 hommes composd des 
ineilleures troupes de votre armec. S. M. vous ordonne impdruti\ cment cette 
disnosition. 

Cet ordre ne souffre aucun ddlai, et I’Empereur est facht qu’une aussi belle 
armde n^ait nucunc action sur les Anglais. 

Lc Marocliul Due de llugusc au Prince dc Wagram et dc Noufchilel, Major G6n£ral. 

1 alUdohd, le 2G F6v. 1812. 

Monscigneur, J ai rc^n h*s lettres qnc ions m’uvcz fait rhonneur dc in’^crire le 
J1 Pev, ; phis jc les nj incdilces, plus je me .siiis eonvaiiicu que, si S. M. dtait snr 
Ion Jioux, olio envinagorjiit la position dc son arnicr de Portugal sons nn tout autre 
point do vue. V. A. me ditipwj anrais dd coiicentrer incs troujies a Salamanque ; 
nm/s die oiiblio quo procedcmnwiit Ivs ordres de I’Empereur dtuient d’avoir trois 
divisions an delu des iiiorifagnes. Si jc coiiceiitrais I’arin^e a Salamanque, elle nc 
pourrait pas y vivre quinzc jours; of bieiitut un ddsert, scinblable a celui qui 
separe liodtigo do Salanianqiie, scparcrait Salamanque dc Valladolid, ce qui, pour 
J’avenir, rciidrait hioii pire In situation dc I’arinf‘c. 

L'Einpereur veut que je fasse des inoiivemciits offensifs sur Rodrigo ; mais S. 
M. ignore done que le phis leger nioiivemeiit ici cause une perte dnorine de 
moyen.s, et sp^^cialcment dc chevaux, (‘quivalente u celle qui resulterait d’une 
bataille, de inaniere qu’il faiit restreindre ces inouvements uniquement pour un 
objet determine et positif, ct qui promette des rdsultats. Si I’armde faisait aujour- 
d’hui un mouveineiit sur Rodrigo, elle nc pourrait pas passer I’Agucda, parcc que 
dans cette saisoii cette riviere ii’cst pas gii^able. L'arin^e ne pourrait pas rester, 
faute dc vivres, trois jours devant Rodrigo. Cette simple marcbe, qui n’aurait 
aucun r^sultat et n’aurait donnd aucun change & rcnnenii, parce qu’il connait bien 
rimpossibilite absolue ou nous soinmes de rien entrepreiidre, cette simple marcbe, 
dis-jp, ferait perdre 500 chevaux et rendrait rarin^e incapable de faire aucune 
espece dc mouvement pendant 6 semaines, parce qu’il faudrait qu’elle se dispersdt 
pour aller former sa reserve de vivres, jusqii'a 20 ct 25 lieues, et qu'elle edt le 
temps de les rassembler et de les preparer. Au mois d’Avril de I’annee demi^re, 
V armde de Portugal a perdu presque tous ses chevaux d’artilleric et le plus grand 
nombre de ses chevaux dc cavalerie/ pour ijlre reside pendant 6 jours entre la 
Coa et VAgueda; cependant la saison 6tait plus avanede et le pays moins ddsert 
qu*aiijourd^ui. S. M. pense que je ne dois point envoyer mes troupes se perdre 
sur les den'ieres ; mais n’ai-je pas dO relcver 7000 hommes de la Garde, et lea 
troupes de Tarmde du Nord, dans les postes qu’ellea occupaient, postes qui ne 
peuvent dtre abandonnds sans bouleverser tout le pays et renoncer aux moyena de 
vivre V. A. me parle du aidge de Rodrigo ; aije re9oiBdefl moyena de tranaport 
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et un dquipage de si^ge, cette operation sera facile apr^s la r^colte ; mais ovaut ct 
sans ceH moyens, il est absoliiment impossible d’y pciiser. V. A. me dit qu’il cst 
de moil honncur de reprendre cette place : il sera toujours do nioii lioimeiir de 
faire tout ce qui sera utile au service de PEnipereur ; niuis je n'ai point ici uii tort 
a rdparer, car certes les causes de la prise de Rodrigo me soiit tout u fait dtraii- 
geres. Si les circonstances eusseiit mis plus t6t cette fronticrc sous mes ordres, je 
crois pouvoir le dire avec fondemeiit, Rodrigo serait encore a nous. 

V. A. me dit que si Turm^e 6tait reunie u Sulamaiique, les Anglais seraient 
foils dc se porter en Estramudure, en me laissant derriere eux ct maitre d'aller d 
Lisbonne ; mais cette combiiiaison ih Tout faite au mois dc Mai dernier, quoique 
toute Tarinde fut ii pen de distance de Salamanque, que rarmee du Nord fdt 
double de ce qu’elle est aujourd’lim, quo la saisoii pin** n\ anode pfit permetlre 
dc faire vivre les elievaux, et que nous fiissioiiH maitres de llodngo. 11s n'oiit 
pas cru possible alors que nous entreprissions cette opdratioii, 1 1 iIs out eu raison ; 
rimMgiiieronl-ils aiijourd’liui que toutea les eircoustanees que je viens d’enoiicer 
sont contraires, et’qu'ila connaissent la grande quantile de troupes qui est 
rontrec en France? E'cimemi avait si bieii le pvojet de faire depiiis longtcinps 
Ic siege de Badajoz, que depuis pres de 1 mois il a ctabii de gi'iiiids magasins 
a (’ainpo Mai*)!', et j’en ai rendu compte K. V. A. ; il n a oessd dc les nugmciiter 
depuis. Il dtait telleinent rdsolu li faire un ddtacbeinent apri-s In prise de Ro- 
drigo, qiip, qnoiqn'il snt tres-bien qne j*dtais en pleinr marehc av(‘c 1 armec 

f lour me rendre siir la Tonnes, et de la sui l*Agiicda, il a fait partir d(‘iix divisions 
e surlendemain de la prise dc Rodrigo. L’annde dc Portugal, dans 1 ^Lat aetiiel 
des choscs, ii'ayaiit pus mCnu* un ciinenii devaiit elle, nc pourrait p.'is ddpasscr la 
Coa, ct les forees que Lord Wellington y a laissees sont plus que suffisantos pour 
mettre h, Pabri de tout c\eneuient le village le plus avanee du Portugal. En con- 
sequence niicune espece d( mouvcincnt de ee cole no reinplirait I’objet dc smiver 
Badajoz ; il ii’y a cpie des disjiositioris qiii donmnit action inuoudiale sur cette 
place, qui puisscMit en iniposcr a Penneiiii et f.iire esperer d alleindre Ic but 
propose. 

I/Empereur, a ee qu’il me ]»arait, eoniptc pour ricn les diflieull^sde yivres; ces 
difKcultes soul tout, et si elles eussent c» sse par la f uniaiion d(‘ magasins, tout ee 
quo pourrait ordoimcr I’Empereur serait exo<ute nice ponclutibl6 ct, facilUe; ma\^ 
nous soinnies loin de 111, et je ii’ai rieu it me roproelier ii e(‘t egard. Je uc com- 
maiidais pas ici d y a tl mois. J ai voulu faire des mapsins dans la vallee du Tage, 
et, k cet eflet, j*ai demaiule un teiritoire etendu, fertile, et I- pc^rtec, aiusi que des 
moyens de transport. Le territoire m’a lefuse, etles n ’ us dc tra«sx>ort, nc- 
cordf's et toujours uttendus, out re 9 U, a ce quM me parait, uue autre destination. 
J’arrivc dans le iiord au mois de Janvier, et jc ne tro\ive pas un grain dc* bid, pas 
1111 sou daiis les caisses, mais des dettes partout, et, lesidtat infaiWible du sysletne 
absiirde d’administratioii qui a etc adopte. uue disettc reelle ou factice dont il est 
difficile dc se faire une juste idde. On n’obtieiit dans les eiintonuemeiits des sub- 
siatances journalicrcs que les arnies h la main ; il y a loin dc lu a la formation de 
magasins qui permetteut de faire mouvoir I’armcc. Nous ne sommes point a deux 
de jeu dans Pespece de guciTe que nous faisons ici avec les Anglais. L armde 
Anglaise est toujours rfiunie et dispoiiible, parcc qu’elle a beaucoup d argent et 
bculicoup dc transports. 7000 a 8000 mulcts sont employds pour le transport de 
ses subsistancos ; le foiii que toute la cavalcrie Anglaise mange sur les bords do la 
Coa et de P Agueda vieiit d’ Angleterre. Que S. M. jiige aprds cela quel rapport il y 
a entre nos moyens et les Icurs, nous qui ii’avons pas un magasin qui renferme 4 
jours de vivres pour Varmde, et aucun moyen de transport; nous qui ne pouvons 
pas envoy er avec fruit une rdquisition au plus misdrable village, sans faire un dd- 
tachement de 200 bommes, ct qui sommes foreds de nous dparpiller a une distance 
dnorme et d’etre' constamment cn course pour subsister. Qiielqiie faibles que 
soieiit les garnisons des villes, on ne peut exprinier quelle difficultc il v a k les 
poiirvoir de suRsistances. Ainsi, quelque effort que j nie fait, Valladolid ne ren- 
lerme pas encore pour 5 jours de vivres pour 2000 bommes qui s y trouvent. Cet 
dtat de cboses nc cbaiigera enti^rement qu’apros la rdcolte, et avec dcs^ principes 
d’administration plus raisonnables, et plus d'ordre qiPon nVii a mis Jiisqu k 
prdsent. D’ici k cette dpoque, I’armde sera dans la position la plus difficile qu on 

S uisse ddpeindre, et il serait iinuste d’attendre beaucoup d elle. On ne peut nen 
lire ici qu’avec du temps ; il feut cider ses moyens, les organiser, et pour cela il 
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faut 6tro Tdpoque dcs rcssoiircea ; malheiireusement j’arrive ici quand elles aont 
4puifi6eB. Pendant le courant de rdt£ ct de rautumiie, 6poque k laquelle les Bub- 
BiBtanceH quo founiit Ic pays out pu H’uccorder avec les besuins des troupes, tous 
les mouveniciits qui ont eu lieu out etc fails d*une manierc conforme k la raison, 
et les rdsultats Toni prouvd; reniiomi n’a pu rien entreprendre. Aujourd*hui 
que ce rapport n’existe plus, je suis r^duit a lutter contre les eWdnements. 

J] est possible que S. M. ne soit pas satisfaite de nies raisons ; mais j*avoiie 

3 lie io ne con 9 oiB pas la possibility d'exycuter cc qui cst present, sans preparer 
es ddsastrcB pour raven ir. 

Si S. M. cn juge aiitrcment, je lui renouvcllerai avec instance la pridre de me 
donner un successcur dans moii commandeinent, qui, alors, doit etre conde eii de 
meillcurcs mains. 

£n attendant je m’en vais, conformement b, ce que j^ii exposd dans ma lettre 
d*hier, faire tous mes eflorts pour sauver Uadajoz -, si j'y parviens, quand les ap- 
parcnces indiqueront (lue reiinenit rcnonce a toute otlensive dans le midi, je 
ramcncrai alors toutes mes troupes dans la vieille Castilli', et je ferai reoccuper 
les Asturies. J’espere au surplus qu'avaiit ce temps, S. M. m’aura soulagd d’un 
fardeau qui est au-dessus de mes forces. 

Le Moryclial Due de Raguse au I’rince de Wagram et de Neufchatel, Major General. 

Valladolid, le 2 Mars, 1B12. 

A 1 ’instant od jc montais h. cheval pour me rendre b Avila, je re 9 oi 8 les lettres 
que V. A. m’a fait riionneur de m’ecrire les 18 et 21 Fevrier. Les ordres de 
S. M. Bont tellement imperatifs, quo quclles quo soient les raisons qui m’avaient 
empeeby d’abord de m’y conformer, je pense qu’il est aujourd’liui de mon devoir 
de le faire. En cun sequence, je donne ordre b la cavaleric, b la 4™ division, et b 
la 6"*', qui sont dans la vallee du Tage, do repasser dans la vieille Castille. J’y 
ai laissd sculement la 1'® division, qui rentrera aussi aux c})oqucs fixdes 
par rEmperour, et lorsqu’eUe aura etd relevee par I’nrmee du Centre. Mais, 
comme il parait dvident que le siege de lladajoz n’a die suspendii que par la 
presence de ces 8 divisions, mon opinion est que ce mouvemeiit va mettre cettc 
place en pdril. J'ose espdrer, au moins, que s il lui arrive malheur, on ne m’en 
attribucra pas la faiite. V. A. m’cerit que rEmpereur trouve que je in’occupe 
trop des inturdts des autres, et pas assez de ce doiit je suis personnellemeiit 
ebargd. Jusqu’ici j’avais regarde comme uu de mes devoirs impose par FEm- 
perenr de secourir I’arinee du Midi, et ce devoir a 6i6 exprime forinelleinent dans 
20 de VOS ddpeebes, et indique suftisanuiient de nouveau par I’ordre que j’ai re 9 U 
de laisser 8 divisions dans la valldc du Tage. Anjourd’hui j’en suis uifranclii, ma 
position devient plus simple et bcaucoup nieilleure. 

L’Empereur ptirait ajouter beaucoup dc contiance dans TefTet que les ddmon- 
strations faites au nord produiront sur I’esprit dc Lord Wellington. J’ose avoir 
unc opinion contraire, attendu quo cc gdncral sail tres-bien que nous ii’avons 
point de magasins, et connuit les immenses dillicult6s que le pays prdsente par 
sa nature et par le ddfaut de subsistances. 

Lord Wellington suit que I’armdc de Portugal, sans avoir personne k combattre, 
n*est pas dans cette suisun en dtat d’aller, et que si elle s’avan 9 ait b I’dpoque ou 
nous sommes, elle reviendrait uu bout de 4 jours, bors d’dtat de rien faire de la 
campagne, ct aprds avoir perdu tous ses cbevaux. Je me rends a Salamanque. 
Je ferai tout ce qui sera en mon pouvoir pour remplir les intentions de S. M.; 
mais toutes les ddmonstrations doivent se bomer entre TAgueda ct la Tomies, et 
b des reconnaissances sous le canon dc Ciudad Rodrigo ; car I’Agueda n’dtaiit pas 
gudable, le passage de cette riviere exige des bateaux que je ii’ai pas. 

Lord Wellington ne pent pas croirc, a cette dpoque dc I’annde, b une marcbe 
offensive, faute de magasins formds, et de subsistances pour les cbevaux. 11 ne 
peut pas croire davantage au sidge de Ciudad^ Rodrigo, la grosse artillerie fut-elle 
b Salamanque. 11 sail bicn qu’il faut d’autres prdparatifs qui exigent du temps ; 
et, s’il veut faire le sidge de Badajoz, il a de grands inoyens d’exdcution, puisque 
ses prdparatifs sont fails depuis longtemps, et qu’il peut revenir pour soutenir 
Cii\^ad Rodrigo. Ainsi je doute fort que mes mouvements lui en imposent 
bcaucoup. 

S. M. ycut que nos avant-postes fassent le coup df fusil joumellement avec 
les Anglais ; S. ignore done que, par la nature des cliches et par rimpossibiUtd 
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absolue de vivres, il y a toujours aii moiiiB 20 lieues eiitre les avani-postes Anp[1ai8 
et le^ ndtrtis, et que cet iiitervalle est occiipd par lea guerrillas ; de mani^re quVn 
ddtacliant beaucoup dc troupes elles meureiit de faini, et que si on eii ddtaclie 
peu, elles sont coiiipromises. j Ce n’est done qii’avec les guerrillas et b peu de dis- 
tance de nos lignes que nous pourrions avoir affaire. 

S. M. trouve qifayaiit la supdriorilc hur I'ennenii, j*ai tort de lui laisser Tinitia- 
tive. 1/annce de Portugal cat bieii assez forte pour battre rarnnSe Aiiglaiae, 
mais elle est infdrieure a celle-ci pour opurer, par suite de la ]»ciiurie do nioyens. 
L’arinue Anglaise, qui a d’avance de grands ningasins et dca moyens de transport 
suffisants, vjt partmit egalcincnt bieii. L'armee de Portugal, suns inagasins, 
uvec tres-peii dc transjiorts et sans argent, ne pout vivre qu'en se diss6ininant 
Ellc sc* trouve jiar la ddpendaiite des lieiix qui offrent des rossources, et n’est 
nulletucnt propre a nianccuvrcr. (3et etat de choses durera jusqu’a la recolte. 

Piusquc V. A. me reproche d'avoir laissc prendre Almeida, il est possible 
qii’clle me reproche aiibsi de n’avoir pas fait des magasins a Sahimanque et d 
Valladolid, lorsque jc n’y coiinnundais pas. (\'b reproches, tout peiiibles qu'ils 
Honl, lie me rendront pas couptible. 

V. A. m’accuse d'etre la cause de la prise de Rodrigo; je crois y Gtrc tout a 
fait (Stranger. Rodrigo a etc pris, parcc qu’il y avait urn* ganiis<>n trop peu iiom- 
breuse, et parce que le gciiGral eii ehif dc l’armee du Nord n etc sans surveil- 
lance comine sans prcvoyaiice. Jc ne pouvais, moi, avoir fcril sur eetto place, 
puisque j’eii etais sepuie par unc chaiiic de montagnes et par im desert qii’iiii 
sejour de 6 mois de I'armde avail forme dans la valli^e du Tage. 

L*Km])ereur est etoniie que jc n’aie pas marclu* du 17 au 18 nvec les 30,000 
homines que j’avais rasseinbihs. Je n’avais point de troiqies du 17 au 18; mais 
les troupes qui ctaient en marclie, pour relcver cclles de I’armde du Nord dans 
leurs caritoriiienicnts, avnieiit re^u en route les ordres necessaires jiour se rdunir 
a Sulumaiiqiie Ic 22; ccs troujies ne formaien^ que 2 1 ,000 homines, et ne poii- 
vuiciit y arriver plus tot. A cette dpoque la piace ctail prise depuis 4 jours. Ea 
reprendre siir-le-champ etait impossible, attendu qu’elle ne pouvait pas Gtrc 
bloqiiee, parce qiie la riviere nVtant pn** gucable, je nc pouvais ni la passer, ni 
cmpecher Lord Wellington dc eotiiimmiquer avee la place. Ainsi rarmde 
Anglaise, sans pouvoir etre forede u recevoir bataille, aiiruit dc'feiidu Rodrigo. 
Lbirniee de Portugal, qui ii’uvait d'ailleurs u\e(‘ elh ni grosse artillerie, ni vitri's 
pour rcstor loiigtempH a luanmuvrer, aurait done fait sans objet et sails rdsultut 
line marche pciiible ct destructive de tons ses mo)eiis. Le<pdrieiice de la 
guerre d'Espagne iii’a iippris que la grande affaire dans ce pH_j eiait la conser- 
vation des houimcs ct des inuyeiis, ct e'est a celu que jc me siiis attache purticii- 
liercmeiit. 

L'Eiiipcreur trouve que je fatigue nies troupes par des marclies inutiles. Per- 
sonne ne s'occupe jilus que moi de leiir eparguer des fatigues, el je ne eon 9 ois pas 
que cette observation s'applique uux dctachemeiits qui se trouveul dans la vallce 
du Tagc, car je ne les ai pas ciivo}cs, mais ^e me siiis coiiteiitd d’arretcr les 
troupes qui vcuaient de la Maiiche, a riiistant ou, npres la prise de Rodrigo, j’ai 
su que le 21 Janvier Lord Wellington avail fait partir deux divisions pour PEstra- 
niadurc, legardant nlors coinmc un de mes devoirs de soeourir le midi. Ces dis- 
posiliuns Gtuieiit toutes nuturellcs. Lorsque le general 11 ill a marcluS sur Merida, 
j’ai bieii vu que e’etait unc divcrhiuti ; et j ai .*•] pen pris le change, qu’en me 
portniit sur Salauianque ]iour alter au sccours dc llodrigo, je nc loissai (pie 1000 
homines dans la vnll(3e du Tage. 

S. M. pnrait croire que Lord Wellington a des magasins b pen de distance sur 
la frontiere du nord : ses magasins sont u Ahraiites et en Estramadure ; ses hopi- 
taux sont u Lisbonne, b Gastello Branco, et b Abraiites ; ainsi rien ne I’intGressc 
sur la Goa. V. A. dit que la \critablc route de Lisbonne est par le nord : jo 
crois que ceux qui connaisseiit bicn ce pays sont convaincus du contraire. (pliant 
a moi, je suis persuade que toutes les fois que le principal coiqis d’armde prendra 
cette direction, on aura toutes sortes de inalhcnrs a redouter, ct que celle (pi’un 
devrait choisir est cellc de fAlentcjo. J’en ai deduit les motifs dans un mGmoire 
que j’ai eu I’honueuv de vous adre8;(cr, il y a trois mois. 

V. A. parle (roccuper les debouches d* Almeida et de Rodrigo. Le pays qui 
separe I’Agueda et la Tonnes est unc plaine iiiiineiise, qui est praticable dans 
tons les sens ; ainsi j’iguore cc qu'on ciiteiid par ces ddbuuchds. 
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L’Empereur me bl&mc d*0tre rentr6 dans la vallde du Ta<i:e, apr6s avoir rmete 
Lord Wellington de Tautre cOtd de laCoa; mais c*dtait Tordre positif dc I’Em- 
pereur, qui ne in'avait assignd d’autre territoire que celui de la vallde du Tage. 
llodrigo avait 6i6 occupd par les troiipes de Tarmde du Nurd, ct S. M. m’avait 
affranchi du devoir de veiller particulidremeiit sur cette place. Si j'en eusse dtd 
le inaitre, je serais venu in*dtabllr d Salamanque : la raison militaire le disait, 
puisque rennemi dtaii en prdsence ; la raison des siibsistances le disait de meme, 
puisque cc pays ofTrait des ressources, et qne la vallee du Tage dtait dpuisde. 11 
paraitrnit done juste que rEmpcrcur aflranebit ses generaux de toute responsa- 
bilitd, quand ils suivent littdralemeiit ses ordres, ou qu il leur laissdt plus de lati- 
tude et de pouvoir pour les exdcutcr. 

L’Einpereur semble croire que je ne suis pas ferine dans mes rdsolutions; 
j'ignore ce qui pent avoir motivd Topinion de S. M. Lorsque j’ai cru utile de 
cumbattro, je ne sacbe pas que rien ait jamais fait changer ina determination ; ct 
si, ici, on ne combat jamais, e’est qu’en verite cette guerre nc ressemblc en rien 
aux autres guerres, ni dans sa nature, ni dans les circunstanccs qui I’accompagnent 
et qui ne permettent pas de la faire autrement. 

L’Eniporeur ordonne de grands travaux a la place de Salamanque. II vent 
quo 12,000 hninmcs soieiit employdn h ces travaux. 11 semble que rEmpercur 
ignore que nous n’avons ni les vivres pour les nourrir, ni Turgent pour les payer, 
et quo nous sommes menaces dc voir immddiulcmcnt tons les services manquer 
dans toutes les places. 

C'dtaient les jirovinces dii nord qui pourvoyaient a la plus grande partie des 
besoiiis des et T"'** gouverncments. Cetle situation empire dc la tnanierc la 
plus etfroyable, et elle ne chnngera que lorsque nous uurons un territoire plus pro- 
portionne h nos besoins. 

Quant aux magasins, Icur formation est I’objct de tons mes efforts et de toute 
nia sollicitude ; inais ii I'dpoque oil nous sommes ce n'est pas une chose facile. 
Si S. M, augmente les ressources, ct si alors je parviens b rasscmbler des sub- 
sistauces pour nourrir rarin{*e ]>cndant un mois, je croirai avoir obtenu un grand 
r^aultat, el il scrait bieii dchirahle qu’elles pussent etre conservees pour le moment 
ou il laudrait combattre rennemi d une manierc scrieuse, et non pour faire de 
simples demonstrations. 

JV'cris an Due d'Alhuferu pour liii faire counaitre la situation des ehoscs, ct je 
doiinc Tordre iiu g6iicrul Boiiet de rentrer sur-le-champ dans les Asturies ])ar Ic 
col de Leitariegos, cc qui doiiiicra a son inouvement un air offensif centre la 
(lalice. Je sens toute I’iniportance de foccupation des Asturies, ct jc coinptais y 
envoyer des tioupcs incessamment. 

Monseigiieur, il ne me reste plus qu Ji exprimer h V. A. la ])einc que jT»prouve 
de la mnniere doui rEnipcrcur appreeie les efforts que je fuis ici constamment 
pour Ic bicn de sou service : puisque S. M. m’attribuc la prise d’ Almeida, j ’ignore 
comment je pourrais faire pour me mettre a I'abri de toute cspece d’inculpatiuii. 

Le Prince de Wagram et de Neufchatel, Major General, aii Marechal Due de Hagnse. 

Paris, le 16 Avril, 1812. 

J’ai mis sous les ycnx de I’Empcrcur, M. le Mur^cbal, vos Icltres des 22 et 
25 Mars. 

Par mes d6pecbo8 des 18 et 20 Fevricr, je vous prescrivais les mesures n^ces- 
saires pour prendre I’initiative et donner h. la guerre nn caractcre convenable d la 
gloire des armes Fraii^aises, en liii dtunt cc tdtonnement ct cette fluctuation 
actuelle, qui sont dejd le presage d’utie arm6e vaincue. Mais, an lieu d'<^tudier 
et de cbercbcr it saisir I’csprit des instructions gdndralcs qui vous dtaient donndes, 
vous vous etes plu a ne pas les eomprendre, et a prendre justement le contre-pied 
de leur esprit. Ccs instructions sent raisonndes ct motivdes. Comme toutes in- 
structions d’un gouvenicmcnt, elles dtaient donndes d 300 licues et b 6 semaines 
d’intcrvallc ; elles vous supposaient vis-a-vis dc Tennemi, et vous prescrivaient 
de le contenir et d'obliger la plus grande partie de son armde d Tester dans le 
nord, en concentrant votre qiiurtier gdndral a Salamanque, et en tirant tous les 
jours des coups dc fusil sous Ciudad llodrigo et sous Almeida. Ces instructions 
vous disaient : Si, dans cet dtat de cboses, rennemi reste devant vous avec moins 
de 5 divisions, marcbez a lui, suivez-le en queue ; ses hopitaux et magasins dtant 
entrtf Lisbonne et la Coa, il ne pourra pas les evacuer si rapidement que vous iie 
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puissiez Tatteindre. Jc vous y ajoutais que, dans cet dtat de choses, il dtait 
absurdc de penecr que le gdncral Anglais pOt abanrlonner lout le nord poiu* se 

jeter siir une place qu’il inena 9 ait., {II y a id me lacune datts la piece 

originate,') 

L’Enipemir vous recominande de seconder le Roi, et de faire de voiis-int^ine, 
par attacbeincnt pour sa personne et pour la gloire de ses arines, tout ce qu'il 
vous sera possible pour empecher que ^t0,000 Anglais lie gateiit tuutes les afiairos 
d’Espagne ; ce qui aura lieu infailliblenient, si Ics coininandaiis des diflfereiits 
corps lie sunt pas aninids de ce zcle pour la gloire et de ce patriotisine qui seuls 
vainquent les obstacles, ot enipecluMit de sacniier jainiiis h son humeur et ill des 
passions quelconques I’intciet public. 

Au retour de IVdognc, S. M. ira en Espagne ; clle ospere n'avoir plus que des 
dloges a doniicr A ce que vous aurez fait, et que vous aurez dc nouveau bicn 
mdritd dans son esthne. ” 


No. XXI. (p. /iSl.) 

Decreto de 11 de Abiil de 1812. 

lias C6rtes gcnerulcs y extraordinarins di'seuiido dar un niievo testiinonio de la 
gratitud iincionul ul Lord Duqiie de Ciudad Kodrigo por el iiuevo y distin^iiido 
Hcrvicio que con las esforzadas tropas dc sii inando acaba de haen- A. lu patria en 
la gloriosa reconquista do la interesante pla/n dc lludajoz ; \ aleiidiciido Ii las 

{ lersoiialcs y cxlranrdinarias circunstuncias que c(HicMiien cn csto general, v Ic 
lacon aereedur al preinio mas boiiroso qm* lu nacion lia (I«>cieliido a los valieiitcs 
que la defioiulen ; hau veiiido eii uutoiizar, coiiio pov t l presente, aiitorizan (i lu 
Uegencia diO Heino para se ]iiiedci conci*der al Lord l>iiqii(‘ de ('iudail Rodrigo 
ia 6 tail Cruz de la orduii miiitar naeioii.d de San IVrmindo, eon el uso de hi banda 
y una oila de laurel al rededor d<‘ la venera, y la ])eusiou \itnlicu de treinta mil 
reales, que son las niayores di^tmeiones delaorden, sin sujecion d las fonrialidndes 
que prescribe el reglarnento. Lo teiidia eiileiKbdo la Re^eneia del Rcino para 
su cuinpliinieiito. Ilado cn Cadiz (i 11 de Al ii de 1ST2. Joi^ef Maria Uuiierrrz 
de TcraHy Vice Prosidenle ; Josef A alonio Navarret DepuladoSecretario ; Josef 
de Zorraquhij Deputado Secretario. A la Uegcnciu del Heino, Reg. fol. 220. 

Le gen^'ral de diiLiuii Rurmi de Lery 4 . Seville, ce 20 Avill, lfil2. 

Les journaux, inon clier , vous auroiit appri.s la mallieureuse lin dc Jladiijoz, 

qui a etc pris en bien jieu de U'lns. .le vous avoiie que je iie com;ois pas cette 
mauvaise defense avec une gariiison sulKsante el ini ap])rovisioiinenient peu ordi- 
naire, des Iravaux bien ciileiidus qui avaieiit etc faits devaient i.<i- • esp(?rer que 
I'amiee aurail eu le teins de se ras.seiubler el de venir h son . tours. Tons Jes 
calculs out etc en deroute. L’ariuee de Portugal s’eloignait de la notre dans uii 
inouvenient oii il aurait fallu s\-ntendre. Ainsi Wellingloti, avec les Anglais et 
les Portngais ruunis, a jiris cette plaee h. lu barbe des deux corps d’ariuee forts 
eiiseinble pres de 80,000 honinies! VoiU cc que e’est de ne jioint avoir dc chefs 
supremes a portee de regler les niouvemeiis u lems de chacun. Qimiqu’il en soit, 
nous perdons dans Radnjoz pres de .3 conipagiiics du genie et 10 ofticicrs, y coin- 
pris rudjudaiit llounberg. 11 parait qm* Trevelhicr a ete tud : il I'a bicn voiilii 
en se jetan^ dans la place avec le cupitaine Mesnurd, llollandais, et dO hommcs 
d’dlite, et le lieiit. de C’ortes. Auenn n'etait de la garnison, et e’est par un 
mouveinent de zele et dc courage que nous pcrdoiis autunt de iiionde. Ci-joint 
copie d'unc lettre que je viens dc recevoir du capitaine Gailhird a roccasioii de 
cette prise, doiit nous ii^avoiis aucun autre detail. On debilc d’aprea des lettres 
particulieres qne les soldats avaient refusd de bicn sc battre, et raiiraicnt' fait 
inollemciit. Cela a besoiii de confirmation. Cc serait une seconde representation 
de Tarifd. Au reste, cette prise me parait bien extraordinaire, et jc serais bien 
embarrassd d*en donner I’explication claire et precise. Lorsque j'eii saurai 
davantage, j'dcrirai au ministre, et vous donnerai des renseigiiemens que je 

pourrai me procurer. Adieu, mon cher : me voila sans oiKcicrs ; je ne 

compte point sur ceux que vous m’annoiiccz de Tarnidc d’ Aragon. 11 me 
faudrait des jeuncs gens. Jc resic avec 19 : 1 major, 2 chefs de bataillon, et 
7 capitaines. 

Je vais avoir 200 mulcts pour le train. Lu rdqiiisition est frappde. 
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Rapport da g£ti6ral de division I%ilippon, gouvemeur de Badajoi, sur la defense de cette 
puicfl^ du 10 Mars au 7 Avril, 1812. Paris, le 12 Juillet, 1812. 

Depuis le commencement du muis de Mars, tous lea rapports des eapiona et 
mOme des habitants de Badajoz qiii voyageaieiit en Portugal s’accordaient d dire 

3 ue I'eniieini avait rintention d’assidgcr prochainement Bachijoz, et qu'd cet eifot 
r^unissait d Elvos une immense quantite de vivres et dc uiiinitioiiB. Le gdndral 
de division Pliilippon, gouvemeur, transmit fid6iement tous ces rapports d Son 
Excellence le Due de Dalmatie. 

Vers le 10 Mars, le gouvemeur fut informc qu’il existait d Elvas 78 pieces dc 
gros calibre prOtes d Ctre inises en route pour le sidge. Cette nouvelle lui fut 
coiifinnde le 11, et il sut de plus que toute I’armde de Lord Wellington se conceii- 
trait entre Portaldgre, Estremoz, et Villa Vi 908 B. 11 ccrivit, le 12, d Son Excel- 

lence le Due dc Dalmatie qu il n’y avait plus aucune espece de doute que Badajoz 
ne ddt £trc ossidgd iiicessammcnt ; que mdme I’intention de I’ennemi dtait d’em- 
ployer de tcls moyciis et dc pousser le sidge avec taut de rapidite qu’il se llatiait 
de se reiidrc inaitre de la place avant que les armces Frangaises pussent la secourir. 

Le i;i et le 14, de pareillea depeches furent udrcssces d Son Excellence, lui 
coniirinant les ddtails que renferinaient celles du 1 2, et lui donnant uiie nouvelle 
certitude d'uii siege procliain. 

Ell cfTet, le 15, une coloniie ennemie, d’environ 3000 homines, vint camper 
derrierc la Caya, a deux lieucs dc Badajoz; et le 16, vers deux heurcs apres midi, 
on vit paraitre une forte coloiinc longeant les hauteurs d'Olivenga. Cette colonne, 

3 ui s’dtendait jusqu'd un pent que reniicmi avail jete sur la Guadiana, d environ 
eiix lieucs de Badajoz, fit rinvestisbement dc la place. Dcs lors toute commu- 
nication avec rannee Fran 9 ai 8 e fut intcrceptde ; mais les troupes dc I'aile droite, 
sous les ordres du gdiicral Drouet, qui dtaient d St<^ Marta et d Almeiidrnlejo, 
conmirent tres-bien les dispositions de I’ennemi par la retraitc que son mouvemrnt 
les obligea de faire sur Zafra. 

Depuis longtcmps lu place de Badajoz f‘tait inenac6c d’un siege. Le gouver- 
iieur Fhilippon avail fait parvenir d Son Excellence Ic Due de Dalmatie T^tat 
general de tous les )) 08 te 8 intiSrieurs ct ext^rieurs, airisi que la distribution dcs 
ti*oupea en cas d'attaque. Cet f^tat prouvait ^videminent qu’en raison de six 
oiivriiges ext^rieiirs a garder, Ja garnison n’etait pas assez forte pour ddfeiidre avec 
siirctf* lo corps cle place : ellc no comptait que 4000 combattants, quoique les ctuts 
de bituntioii pn'sontasseiit uii complct de 5000 homines ; il y avail 600 hommes 
d riiopitul, ct Ton devait deduire les adiiiinistratioiis. 

Oil avait retire de lu place lee ancieiiiicb troupes, qui furent touies remplacdes 
par des 4°^^^ bataillons, composes In plupart d’hommes malingres et de coiiscrits, 
irayaiit qiie pen oil point fait lu gucrie. Vers la fin du siege, il nc restait que 
2000 hoiiiines en f*tat de porter les urines. 

Dans la nuit du 16 au 17, reiineini common (;a scs travaux contre la lunette 
Picurina, d environ 160 metres de cet ouvrage. Sa tranehee B’6tendait vers la 
Guadiana. La nuit .suivante, il pcrfectionna scs travaux, allongea ses boyaux, et 
ouvrit line nouvelle tranchf'e u la gauche de la premiere, dans la direction de la 
route d'Albuora, embrassant ainsi la lunette Picurina. 

Le 19 au matin, on s’aper^ut que Vennemi avail 61ev6 une batterie percee de 
4 embrasures sur la hauteur qui domine la lunette Picurina; on jugea dcs lors 
que son intention 4tait irattaquer cet ouvrage. A une heure aprds midi, le gou- 
verneiir ordonna que I’on fit unc sortie pour df'truirc les travaux de Pennemi. Le 
gdndral de brigade Veiland ddboncha d la tete d’eiiviron 1200 hommes et 40 
chevaux, chassa I’ennenii de ses retranchements, ct s’einpara de ses outils. La 
cavalerie par vint jusqu*au camp dc I’ennemi, et sabralesomcicrsquis’y trouvaient 
seals, les rdgimeiits dtant aux travaux. L’attaque fut vigoureiise, mais on n’eut 

F as le temps de ddtruire les tranchdes, comnie on se I’dtait proposd, parcc que 
ennemi, qui devait s’attcndre d unc scinblable entreprise, se mil dc suite en 
inouvement pour reprendre scs oiivrnges. La place fit un feu trds-vif d’artillerie 
ct dc mousqiieterie. L’eiinemi cut 600 hommes tu6s ou blessds, et la gariii- 
son 273. 

Le gouvemeur, ue doutant pas que le sidge serait poussd avec vigueur, ordonna 
qu’oii travailldt jour ej; nuit aux travaux dc defense dans les parties que Pennemi 
inena^ait. 11 prescrivit de ne tirer chaqiie jour qu’un nombre ddtermind de coups 
dc cauon, d moins d’uQ cas extraordinaire, adii de mdnager la poudre, dont Pap- 
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provision neinent u'excddait pas 100,000 livres. Pendant les premiers Jours dii 
sidge, la consommation avuit die tr^s-grande, par la ndcessitd de fairc un feu tres- 
vif sur les euiiemis qui truvaillaient & ddcouvert : on avait tird jusqu*^ 3200 coups 
de canon dans un jour, tous de gros calibre. 

Le 20, le gouverncur voyant la lunette Picurina inenacde d’line attaque, cn 
donna le coniinandomcnt uu colonel Gaspard 'I'hierry, adjoint d rdtat-maiur, et 
porta sa garnison a 200 homines en siis des canonniers iieccssaires. Cette lunette 
dtait approvisionnde de projectiles creux et charges, disposds sur les parapets pour 
lea faire rouler dans les fosads au moment de Tattaque, et de 200 fusils dc rcchaiige, 
afin que chaque homme cdt plusieurs coups h tirer. 

Les 21, 22, 23, et 24, I'ennemi contmua sea travaux. 11 ouvrit plusieurs 
tranchdes et dlcva 4 nouvelles batteries, doiit une menacait le flanc droit de la lu- 
nette Picurina ; les 3 autres avaieiit pour but d*dteindre les feux de la place depuis 
le chdteau jusqu’au bastion No. 7. Ces batteries iireut un feu tres-vif des qu'elles 
fureiit arindes. 

Le 25, les batteries dirigdes contre la lunette Picurina ne cessorciit de tirer ; dies 
mirciit liors dc combat quelqiies hommes, ct detruisirent une partie des merlons 
qu*on H*eifor 9 a dc rdparer avec des ballots de laine. 

Bleu que le doiniiiage fait a evtte lunette lie fdtpas encore trds-grnnd, Petiiicnii y 
donna Tussaut, k 8 lieures du soir. Son attaque fut tres-vivc. La garnUoii se 
battit vaillaniniont et repoussa les assaillants, qui eurent beaucuiip d soufirir du feu 
roulant que ht rartillcrie de la place ; mais quelqiies moments apres ce premier 
assaut, reiincmi eii livra uu second, et pdndtra duns la lunette sans reiiconiier 
uiicun obstacle. 

Le gouverneur n'a pas dtd content de la defense de cct ouvrogc, qui, d’apres la 
maniere dont il avait etc armd, pouiait faire beuucoup de inal aPeimemi. Aucunc 
des boinbes disposces sur les parapets nc fut lancde ; on ne lit pas usage dcs 200 fusils 
de rechange qui avaieut did piepards, et les soldaia nc furent point maintenus d 
leiir poste. La garnison fut Inite prisonnierc, niouiH 30 hommes et 1 oOlcier du 
idgiinent de Hesse qui purvinreiit a s’echappt « 

Le 20, au point du join, on s’aper^utque 1 enneim avait trued 2 gran des batteries 
eii Hvant de Picurina, ))our buttre en breche la face gauche du bastion G et la face 
droit e du buatioii 7. 

liC vrai point d'attaque dtant bien connn, on travailla d faire un retranchcmcnt 
cii arriere du front meiiaed, et Ton ii’abandoniia pas ce travail qu'il ncfdt teriniiid. 
L’eiineuti, pTosumaiit bien que 1’on tiavailloit sui cc point, nc eessa d'y jeter des 
boulets creux, dans lesquch on trouva jusqu’d 200 balles : ccs boulets fuisaieiit 
bcaiicoup de mal lorsqu'ils dclataicnt au milieu des truvuilleurs i . gouvenieiir et 
le gdndral Veilund se trouvaieiit au bastion 7 pour cxuminei ies progres de la 
breclic du bastion 0, quand un boulet creux delatu d 4 ou 5 pas d'eux, Icb blessa, 
aiiibi que Paide de camp Desmeuves, mais Icgi^rement, et tua 4 travailleurs. 

Lc 27, rciitienii iit uu feu trcb-vif dc touLes ses battencH. La place, dcvaiit 
economiser la poudre, ne pouvait dejd plus riposter que fuibleinent. A la tin de 
chaque journde, 200 humnies dtaieiit employes d deblayer le pied desbreebes, niais 
la niitruillc de reiinenii fuisuit beuucoup de mal aux travailleurs. Les ouvriers de 
Vnrscnal {^tuieiii eiiqiloyes d faire des cbevaiix dc frise avec d'anciennes lames de 
sabres, dont il sc trouvait une grande quantile dans la place. Ces chevaux de frise 
devaient dire places au sominct des breebes au moment dc rassaut; ils s’at- 
tachaient les uiis aux autres au moyen d'anneaux et de chat lies dc fer, et, une fuia 
placds, il n’dtait ])lu8 possible a Pemienii de les enlever : ils furent d'un grand 
effet, ct Pennemi dans ses rapports s'eii plaignit beaucoup. Inddpendaminent de 
ces dispositions, le gouverneur fit placer sur les parapets des projectiles creux 
charges, de vieux boulets, des essieux de voitures, ct des pieces de bois pour jeter 
dans les fossds au moment de Passaut. 

Le 28, on vit arriver plusieurs colonnes dc 1 ennemi, venant d'Elvas. Les troupes 
Aiiglaisea campccd sur la Gaya avaieiit aussi quittd leur position pendant la nuit, et 
dtaiciit venues se poster derrierc les hauteurs dc la rive droite de la Guadiana, en 
face de la tdte de pont. 

Le 29 au matin, on s'aper^ut que Penncnii avait travaill£ pendant la nuit k dlever 
uiie eapece de redoute en avant dc la lunette Veiley. Le m6me jour, on viiit 
rendre coinpte au gouverneur qiPon entendait travailler k peu dc distance de la 
tete de pont. Le g6n6ral Philippon donna aussitdt Pordre au batailloii du 9”'* 
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16ger, qui te trouvait en reserve sur la place Saint- Jean, de sortir sans bruit par la 
tOte de pent, et de tomber k rimproviste sur lea travailleurs enneinis. Le lieute- 
nant Dmiamel, aide de camp du gouvemeur, s’^tont mis k la tSte de Tavant-garde, 
pdn6tra avec la rapidity de r6clair j usque dans les retranchements de rennemi ; 
mais ce brave officier fut victime de sa bravoure ; un coup de feu qu'il re 9 ut dans 
la poitriiie le renversa mort. Les travailleurs eniiemis se sauverent a toutes jambes 
jnsque dans leur camp ; plusicurs qui voulurcnt se d6fendre furent massacres. Les 
reserves de I’ennemi dtaiit accourues, le bataillon rentra dans la place. 

Le 4 Avril, les br6chcs des bastions 6 et 7 paraissaient praticables. Le 
aouverneur, voulant s’asBurcr si on pouvait les gravir facilement avec armes et 
bagages, y envoya quelqucs sapeurs qui s'ofTrircnt de bonne volont6, et qui effec- 
tivement mont6rent sans difficult^ : ces brcches dtaient assez larges pour que 120 
hommes pussent y passer de front. 

L’assaut gdndral ne devant pas dtre dloign6, le gouvemeur commanda 8 com- 
pagnies d’dlite pour la ddfense du front d'attaque, et fit porter sur les breclies les 
chevaux de frise k lames de sabres qui avaient 6td prdpards ; 200 bombes et obus 
ebargds furent disposes pour £tre roulcs dans le fossd au moment de Tassaut ; plus 
de 100 barils foudroyants dtaient aussi placds de maniere a ce qu’ils pussent causer 
k I’ennemi le plus de mal possible. 

Dans la nuit du 4 au 5, Tennemi tira peu. On dtait siirpris de sa tranquillitd ; 
mais le 5, au point du jour, on s'apcr 9 Ut qu’il avait changd la direction de ses em- 
brasures, et bientOt 46 pieces de gros calibre firent feu cuntre la courtine du front 
6-7 pour y faire une nouvelle breebe. La muraille fut ddtriiite si rapidoment qu'k 
2 heurcs aprds midi la nouvelle breche dtait aussi praticuble que les deux autres; 
200 hommes pouvaient nionter de front a ces trois brcches. 

Cependant le commandant du genie, voyant que I’ennemi nc faisaii aucune ap- 
proche pour faire sautcr la contrcscarpe, avait eu la precaution de faire couper 
toutes les rampes qui auraient permis a rennemi de descendre dans les fosses. 
Le conseil de ddfense fut assemble a ce sujet, et il ful rdsolu qu’on placeraii 
de suite au pied dc la contrescarpe, vis-k-vis des brcches, 2 cbapelets dc 
boinbea de 14 pouccs pour faire sauter rennemi au moment ou il se jetterait dans 
le fossd. 

Le gouvemeur ct le gdndrul Veiland s’etant transportes au pied des brcches, et 
les ayant trouvdes toutes les trois tres-praticables, iic doutcreiit plus que rennemi 
n*y uirigeAt une grande partie de scs forces, lls rcnfurccrent alors de 4 com- 

S agnies d’elite les troupes qui s’y trouvaient, ce qui porta la force de ccs troupes 
12 compagnies. 

Le 5, rennemi continua de tirer sur les brcches aiin d’en rendre les pontes plus 
douces. On devait presumer qu’il tentcrait I’assaut dans la unit. U'outes les 
troupes dtaient k leur poste, aniindes du mcilleur esprit. 

Lc 6, on vit peu de mouveiiieiit dans les camps des Anglais ; ils continuerent 
de tirer comme la veillc. La place riposte peu, car il ne lui restait alors quo tros- 

S eu dc poudre. A 8 heurcs du soir, I’cnnemi commen 9 a un feu tres-vif de mitraillc 
e toutes ses batteries. On pensa qu’il avait I’liitention de livrer I’assaut, et que 
pendant cotte canonnade ses colonncs dtaient en mouveinent. 'J'out k coup une 
trds-vive fusillade se fit entendre de tons colds. L’cnnemi so prdsenta sur la con- 
trescarpe, vis-k-vis des brcches, et se jeta dans le fossd. A ce moment, on fit joucr 
les cbapelets de bombes qui dtaient sous scs pieds et qu’il n’avait point decouverts: 
touB ceux qui dtaient dans le fossd furent tuds ou blessds. La place rassemblait k 
un volcan. Deux fois I'ennemi tenta de gravir les brcches, mais deux fois il fut 
repousse : il laissa plus de 2000 hommes daiis ce lieu de carnage. 

Le gouvemeur dtait sur la place Saiiit-Jcan, k peu pres au centre de la ville, 
lorsque le chef de bataillon llio, de I’artillerie Espagnole, vint lui aimoiicer que 
I’ennemi avail pdndtrd dans le bastion 6. On pouvait croire a un tel rapport 
d’aprks les cris effroyables qui se faisaient entendre de ce c6id ; mais le gouvemeur, 
voulant s’en assurer par lui-mdme, s’y porta aussitot, et cut la satisfaction d’ap- 
prendre que I’ennemi, aprds un dernier effort qu’il avait tentd, venait d’etre 
repoussd. 

La fusillade continuait toujours au cbdteau. Le gouvemeur, regardant ce point 
comme le plus fort, avait donnd I’ordre aux commandants des bataillons de s’y 
retircr, en cas que Ton fdt fored dans la ville, afin d’y obtenir une capitulation ; 
lui m5ine y avait envoyd ses bagages, ainsi que ceux des ofiiciers. Il fut done 
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tr^s-Burpris lorsqu’un officier vint lui rendre compte que reniiemi en avait escaladd 
les murailles. Le gouverneur eiivoya aussitdt au secours du chAteau 4 compagnies 
de reserve forts ensemble d’environ 200 hommes ; niais ces troupes nc purciit y 
rentrcr ; rennemi, d6jb. mattrc d’une partie de cc rdduit, avait ferni6 la porte qui 
Be troiive vers le bastion 9. Lc gouverneur envoya encore contre le chateau 2 
autres compagnies du 88^^, ronduites par Taide de camp Saiiit-Viiicent. Ces 2 
compagnies arriv6rent par I’autrc porte du chateau qui iiX>tait point fermde, inais 
ellcs furent re^mes par un feu tres-vif, ct perdircnt eii pen d’lnstants leur capi- 
tainc, et I’aide de caiiiji Saint- Vincent fut blesse, ainsi qu'iiii grand nombre de 
Boldats. Par reifet d'une mdprise malheureuse, les troupes du rdgiment de Hesse, 
qui ddfendaient le chAteau, avaient pris cettc derniere colonne pour des Anglais : 
les 2 compagnies iurent mises cn dcroute, et le chAteau iie put etrc secouru. 

La ganiisoii du chateau dtait assez nombreuse pour rdsisicr aux attaques de 
rennemi et Tempecher de p^ndtrer, puisqu'il n'avait dressA que 2 Achelles ; maid 
les Boldats du rAgimeiit de Hesse, doiit elle Atait composAe, se laisserent intimider, 
abandonnerent leurs postes, et Tennemi pAnctra par des points oii il ne trouva 
personne. Le colonel Roller s’Atait rctirA dans les retranchements du chateau 
avec le peu de mondc qu'il avait pu rassembler ; le reste fut tuA, blessA, ou fait 
prisonnier. 

Dans ce moment de crisc, on vint nnnoncer au gouverneur que les bastionR 1 et 
2 Ataient vivomeiit attuques. 11 s’y transporta uussitot : uno partie du balaillon 
du fjme luger et les administialions qui ctaicnt reunies sur ce point fircnt uiic 
vigoiireuse rAsistanee ; inais les elibrts de rennemi furent si grands qii il parvint 
a escaldder les reiiiparts. Alors lUt dragons et chasseurs qui accompagnaient 
le gouverneur ftrent une charge sur la place de his Palmas ; inais presque tons 
leurs chevaux furimt blessAs ou tnes, et il fut impossible d’arreler rennemi : on 
se butt it dans la \ille jnsqii’a ilj heures du matm. Ce fut avec beuucoup dc 
jM'ine que le goiuorneur, avec une partie dc son etat-mujor, parvint a liaverscr lc 
ponl, au milieu d’une grele de balles, pour se retircr ail fort Sail Cristovul, ou il 
capilula au point <lu jour, faule de vi\res et d munitions. 

Le fort Pardnlcraci avail etA attaquA en nieme temps que la place. Le colonel 
Pineau, qui y commundait, fit uno tres-vigoui eiise rAsistance, et obligoa I’entiemi 
de sc retirer : ce colonel mArite d’etre citd comme extrAmement brave : ce ne fut 
que lc lendemain qu il se rendit avec so gariiison. 

Lord Wellington, dans son rapport, dit qii’il avait ordonnA la rctraite, lorsqu’il 
s’apercj'ut que ses troupes s' Ataient cmpaiees dii chateau. 11 dit avoir peidu pen- 
dant le siAgo 5000 homines, dont 400 olHciers ; mais sa porte a Ate rAcllement 
bcaucoup plus considerable, et elle peut etre AvaluAe de 7000 o 8000 hommes, 
d'uprds les renseigiicmcnts qui out AtA transmis au gouverneur tii Angletcrre par 
les ofKciers de sante et les oOiciers rest As quelque temps a lladajoz, et emmenAs 
ensuite comme prisomiiers. 

Le journal du siege se trouve entre les mains du colonel Lamarc, commandant 
dll gAnie, actucllcmcnt prisonnier eii Angletcrre, et qui a promis dc fairc tout ce 
qu’il pourrait pour le faire parveiiir a Son Excellence le ministre de la guerre. 

No. XXII. (p. 727.) 

Le MarAchal Due de Raguse au MarAchal Jourdon, Major General de S. M. Catliolique. 

Canizal, le 28 Juiii, 1812. 

J’ai rc^u la lettre que S. M. ni’a fait I’honneur do m’Acrire le 18 Juin. J ai en 
I'honncur de lui Acrire le 22, pour lui faire connaitrc nia position. Depuis ce 
temps, elle ne s’est pas amelioree, attendu qu’ayant droit de compter sur les secours 
que m’avait promis le gAnAral Caffarelli, y ayant compte en effet, et ne les ayant 
pas re 9 us, il en cst rAsultA de faussos opAratioiis. L’assurance que le gAnAral 
Caffarelli m’avait doniiAe que les troupes Ataient en marche pour me ioindre, et la 
suspension du siAge de Salatnanquc que ma prAseiice avait occasioniiee, in' avaient 
dAcidA ii suspendre mes opArations contre Tennemi. Le 26, dans TaprAs-midi, 
ayant AtA inform A ct par le bruit du canon, et par les signaux de la place, que le 
siAge Atait repris avec vigueur, j’ai dd, vu le pAril de ce fort, prendre la rAsolutiou 
d’agir seul ; et comme, vu la force de la position que Tennemi occupait sur la droite 
de laTormes, jene pouvais raisonnablement agir que par la rive gauche, opAration 
qui, pour rAussir, ne pouvait Atre entreprise que de nuit, j’ai fait mes dispositions 
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pour marcher le 28 au soir. Mallieureusement, dans la journ^e du 27, un violent 
incendte ayant eiiibraH^ tous lea b&timents du Ibrt, et la place 4tant ouvefte, la 

S arniaon a’est trouv^e dans uue aituation telle qu’elle a du ae rendre k diacr4tion, 
Tinatant od j'avaia reap6rance fondle de la d^livrer. L*op6ration que j'auraia 
faite le 27 au aoir, je I’auraia faite 3 joura plua tdt, aaiis lea proinesaes de aecoura 
du g^iii^ral CafTarelli ; maia il edt 6te impoBsible k moi de livrer une bataille ausai 
importante pour I'Eapagne, avant Tarriv^e d’un aecoura puiasant, annonc6 oiiicielle- 
nieiit, et aur lequel j'avaia droit de compter. Malgr4 ce r68ultat fdcheux, le fort 
de S^manque aura, en grande partie, rempli aoii objet, piiiaqu’il aura retard^ de 
10 joura lea projeta de I'ennemi, qui ne vont paa moina qu'd noua chaaser de I’Ea- 
pagne, et aura donn6 aux autrea ann6ea le tempa de former leiira d^tachementa, 
ai ellea veulent concourir aux op^rationa du nord. Le commandant et la gariiiaon 
ae aont couverta de gloire par leur vigoureuse r^aistaiicc, et I’ennemi a perdu trois 
foia plua d’liommea que noua n*cn avions dans le fort. Knfin, quand nous aurons 
gagn6 une bataille aur lea Anglais, nous le reocciiperona fucilement, car il parait 
dans un bouleveraement tel, qii'il cat impoasiblc que I'enneini le d^fende aujourd'hiii. 
Loraque lea troupea du gdiieral CafTarelli m’auroiit enfin reioint, si reiinemi ne 
vient pas aur le Douro, je marclierai sur Salamanque. J’ai beaoin de ce aecoura 
pour combattre Tennemi avec coniiance. 11 eat aiijourd’hui de 12,000 homines 
plus fort que moi, sans compter lea Esp^nola. Le g^ndral Hill n*a pas rejoint 
Lord Wellington ; mais on annonce son arrivde comme tr6s>prochaine. 11 est done 
bien ddairable que S. M. envoie Ics aecoura par le gdndral Ireilhard qu’ellc m’an- 
nonce, avant Tarrlvde du Comte d’Krlon. Lea affaires d'Espagne von^ ae ddcider 
eiitre la Tormes et Ic Douro, ou sur le Douro ; tout le reste iTcst que sccondairc. 
Je vais prendre position en avant du Douro, cn attendant lea moyens d’agir 
offenaivement. 

Le Mar^chal Due de Raguse au Due de Feltre, Ministre de la Guerre. 

Tudela de Diiero, le 30 Juin, 1812. 

* Des Ic mois de Mai, j'dtaia infonnd que Tarmdc Angloise devait entrer cn cani- 
pagne avec des moyens puissants. J’en reiidis comptc au lloi, afin qii'i! put 
ordonner les dispositions qii'il croirait convenublea, et j’en prdvins egalcment le 

f rcndral CaffUrclIi, pour qu’il put se mettre eii niesure de m'eiivoyer des aecoura 
ovsque le moment serait arriv#. 

* L’extrdinc difiiciilte des subsistances, riinpossibilitd de faire vivre a cette 
epoque les troiqies rasscmbldes, m’empechereiit d'avoir plus dc 8 a 0 batailloiis it 
Salamanque, maia le reste dc Tarmde etait asscz pres pour veiiir me joiiidre en peu 
de jours. 

*Le 12 Juin, I'ennemi passa I’Agucda. J’enfus instruit, le H au matin, et 
I’ordre dc raaaemblement fut donnd aux troupes. ‘ Le IG, Tarniee Anglaisc arriva 
devant Salamanque. Dans la nuit du 16 au 17, j’evacuai cette ville, laissant 
toutefois une garniaon dans les forts que j’avais fait construire, et qui, par Tex- 
treme activite qu on avait misc k exdcuter les truvaux, ae trouvaient cn dtat de 
defense. Je me portai u G lieues de Salamanque, ou, ayant reuni 5 divisions, jc 
me rapprocliai dc cette ville. Je cliassai devant moi les avant-postes Anglais, et 
je forpai Tarmac ennemie h. montrer quelle attitude elle coinptait prendre : elle 
parut r^solue a combattre dans la forte position que pr6sente le beau plateau dc 
San Criatoval. Le reste de Tarm^’e m ’ayant rejoint, je manceuvrai autour de cette 
position ; maia j ’acquis la certitude que partout elle nous prdsentait des obstacles 
diiiiciles ti vaincre, et qu’il valait mieux forcer Tennemi k venir sur un autre 
champ de bataille, que d’engager une action avec lui sur un terrain qui lui don- 
nait trop d’avantages. D'ailleurs, divers motifs me faisaient desirer dc trainer les 
op6rationa en longueur, car jc venaia de recevoir uue lettre du g£n6ral CafTarelli 
qui m’annon 9 ait qu’il r^unissait ses troupes, et qu*il allait marcher pour me ae- 
coiirir, tandis que ma pr6Bence avait fait suspendre le si£‘ge du fort de Salamanque. 
Les chosea reati^rent dans cet ^tat pendant quclquea jours et les armdes en pre- 
sence, loraque le si6gc du fort de Salamanque rdcommen^a avec vigueur. Le peu 
de distance qiTil y avait eiitre ce fort et Tarm6e Fran9aise, et Teinploi de aignaux 
convenus, me permettaient chaque jour d'etre informe de la situation dc la place. 
Ceux du 2G au 27 m'annoncerent que la garnison pouvait tenir encore 5 10111*8 ; 
dea loea je me dScidai a executor le passage de la 'Tormes et k agir par la rive 



APPENDIX. 


613 


gauche. I/e fort d'Alba, qiio ravais conserve, me donnait un passage sur cette 
rividre, une nouvcllc ligne d'oporatiuns, et un point dc d4pdt important. Jc fis des 
dispositions pour ex6cuter ce passage dans la nuit dii 28 au 29. 

' Dans la nuit du 27, le feu redoubla d’inteiisitd, et reniienii, fatigu^ d*une re- 
sistance qui lui paraissait exagei^e, lira d boukts rouges sur les dtablisscments dii 
fort. Malhcurcusement les magasins renfcrmaicnt une grande quantitd de bois 
dc demolition ; ils s'eiiilammdrciit, et en pen d’instants le tort deviiit le foyer d'un 
vaste incendie. llfut impossible ^ la brave garnisoii qui le ddfeiidait dc suppoiter 
tout k la fois les attaques dc reniiemi et rinccmlic qui ddtriiisait ses defenses, ses 
magasins, et ses vivres, et mettuit les soldats eiix-mdmcs dans la situation la plus 
dpouvantable ; elle dut done se reiidre k discretion, apres avoir eu la gloire de re- 
poiisser deux assauts ct de fairc perdre h. rcniiemi au delk de 1300 liommes, e’est- 
k-dire plus du double des ddfenscurs. 

* Cet evdnenient se passa le 27 k midi. L*enncnii n’ayant plus d'olyet dons sun 
operation au delk dc la Tonnes, et tout m’indiquant qu'il etait sage dVtendre les 
ronforts de rarmco du Nord qui in'avaieut etc untionces d'une maniere forinellc, 
je me decidai k me rapprochcr du Doiiro pour passer cctU* riviere avec I'armde, si 
Tennemi marcliait k nous, et y reprendre une oonno ligne de ddfense jusqifu ce 
que le moment de rofleiisive fut veim. Lc 28, I’armee partit ct prit position sur 
la (luarona, et le 29 sur lc Trubancos. ou elle b^journa. L'eniiemi ayuiit biiivi le 
moiivemcnt avoc toutes ses forces, I'anudc ])rit position sur la Zapordikre, ct, le 2, 
elle passa le Douro k I'crdcsillas, lien qiic j*avais choisi pour le pivot de mes ope- 
rations, et oil le fleuve m’ofirait une excellente ligne.* 


Le Mar^chal Due dc Raguie k S. M. lc Roi d'Espagne. Rueda, le 1 Juillet, 1812. 

.Vi'ii riionneur d’adresser k V. M. les duplicata d’une lettrc quo j*ai eu Dionneur 
dc lui ccrire, el d’une lettrc que j’ai adresbC‘e uii Mai'ecbalJourdan. 

]/a ])ri8c du fort de Salamanquc cliangediit nia posit ion ctcellc deTcnnemi sur In 
Tonnes, jc me suis mis (mi inarclie lc28 Jiiin au matin pour uller au-devaiit de mes 
ronforts. L'ennemi avait prejmre son mouvemont ; il m’a suivi immediatement, 
sans ciqiendant qu’il y ait eu autre chose que des engagements d’uvaiit-poBtes. 
J’ai pris nm ligne d'operations par 'I'ordesillas, parcc que e’est la ligne la plus 
courte, ct j’ai conduit anjourd’bui Tarmee ici, apres avoir d^tach6une division siir 
lc has Douro, afiii de defendre cette riviere el de me couvrir des mouvements du 
corps Portiignis dc Silveira (pii, a ce qii’oii assure, a passe I’Esia et est devant 
Zamora. Dcniain jc rapproclicrai ]*ariiiee dc Tordesillas. Cost de ce point que 
jc inancruvrcrai pour defendre le Douro, ou que je prendrai 1’ dii i «ive lorsque des 
reiiforts m’auroiit joint. 11 me faut absoluinent 1500 clievaux ct 0000 ou 7000 
hommes d’lnfaiitcrie dc phis, pour pouvoir opijrer sur la rive gauche du Douro 
avec la prububilite du succes. L’armcc cnneinie a eii ligne prks cle 50,000 hommes, 
dont 5000 de cavalcrie Aiiglaise, quoique le g6n6ral Hill nc I’ait pas rejoint : ilest 
vrai que celui-ci n*a pus jilus de 8000 hommes. Je n’ai pas pu r6unir plus de 
32,000 hommes. Lc general Cafl'arclli in'annonce, lc 10 Jiiin, qu’il me conduit 
tout ce qn'il a de dispoiiible, c’est-iVdire, la cavalerie, 22 bouches a feu, et 7500 
hommes d’infanterie. Le 28 au soir, il n’y avail d’arrivc a Valladolid, ni un soldat 
d’infanteric ni un soldat de cavalerie, ni une bouche k feu. Cependant, s’il pent 
avoir quelque excuse Idgitime pour n’avoir point envoys d’infanterie, il n’en peut 
avoir pour sa cavalerie, qui ne peut lui servir dans les montagnes, et pour son artil- 
lerie qui cst stationn^e a Burgos sans lui Ctre d'aucun usage. 

Les rapports aniioncent que les Portugais out pass^ PKsla, ainsi que j*ai eu 
I’honneur de le dire plus haul a V. M. On m’assiire aiissi que l*arm§e de Galice 
a pa8s4 I’Orbigo et qii’Astorga est bloqu6. Malgr^ la presence de l’ennemi de tous 
les cdt6s, je suis sans inquietude pour i’avenir et confiant dans un rdsultat glorieux, 
si je re^ois le renfort que j’ai demandd, et aui consiste en 1500 chevaux, §000 ou 
7000 hommes d’infunterie, et quelques bouenes k feu. J’ose done supplier V. M., 
si elle peut m’envoyer sa cavalerie du Tage, de le faire dans cette cvconstance. 
J’ai postc de prdfdrence la masse de mes forces sur le haul Douro, parce que^ si je 
Bills rdduit pendant quelque temps k ddfendre le Douro, je ne cours aucun risque 
de voir compromettre ma ligne d'opdrations, et parce que cette rivikre est peu de 
chose en cette partie ; tandis que, plus forte au-dessous, elle est rendu encore 
meilleure pour lu ddfeuse, par les forts qui existent. J'espere que dans 8 jours au 
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plus tard, aprds avoir re 9 U les renforts qui me 8ont n^cessaires, les projetB de I’en- 
nemi eeront ^vanouis, et que je Berai rentr4 & Salamanque. Si je ne recois aucun 
Becoun, jc pourrai combattre les 4v4nement8» mais il me Bera impossible de les 
roaltriser. 


No. XXIII. (p. 758.) 

Decreto de 22 de Julio de 1813. 

Las Cdrtes generules y oxtraordiuarias, a uombre de la nacion Espanola, en tes- 
tlmoiiio de su mas siticera gratitud, decretan : Se adjudica al Duque de Ciudad 
Rodrigo para si, bus herodores y sucesores, el sitio y posesion Real, conocido en la 
vega de Granada, por el Solo de Roma^ con inclusion del terreno llamado de las 
ChanchinaSf que si lialla situado dentro el mismo tdrmino del Soto para que bI 
liayan y desfrulen con aseglo la Constitucion y d las leycs. Lo tendrd enten- 
dido la Regencia del Rcino para su cumpliiniento, y lo liara publicar. Dado en 
Cadiz k 22 de Julio de 1813. Josef Antonio Somhiela, Presidente ; Manuel 
Gorganes, Dcputado Secretario ; Fermin de dementi, Deputado Secrctario. A la 
Regencia del Reino, Reg. lib. 2, fol. 222. 

Decreto de 7 de Agosto de 1812. 

Las Cdrtes gencralce y extraordinarias, intimamente reconocidas & los repetidos 
eminontes servicios que cl Lord Wellington, Duque dc Ciudad Rodrigo, ha liecho 
en favor de nueatra causa santa, y dcseando dar uii iiuevo testimonio del alto 
aprecio que mereceii /i la nacion sus gloriosas acciones, sehaladamentc la iinportante 
victoria que con el valientc cxercito aliado de su mando acaba dc consequir eii 
los campos dc Salamanca, en el dia 22 de Julio proximo, sobre las tropas encmigas 
del Mariscal Marmont, han tenido k bien, conformdndose con la prupucsta de la 
Regencia del Rcino, conceder, como por el presente conceden al Lord Wellington, 
Duque de Ciudad Rodrigo, la decoracion de la insigne orden del 'I'oison de Oro. 
Lo tendril onteudido la Regencia del Rcino para su cumplimicnlo, y le hard im- 
priinir y publicar. Dado cn Cadiz d 7 de Agosto, de 1812. Felipe Vasques, Pre- 
sidentc; Manuel de Llano, Deputado Secretario; Juan Nicario GaUego, Dcputado 
Secretario. A la Regencia del Rcino, Reg. lib. 2, fol. 36. 

Orden. 

Las Cortes generules y extraordinarias, condesciendiendo con los jusios deseos 
del Ayuutainiento dc Salamanca, se ban servido conceder su soberaiio periniso 
para que sc coloque en la plaza mayor de aquella ciudad el buslo del Lord Duque 
lie Ciudad Rodrigo, con una in&cripcion Latina que perpetue la inemoria de la 
celebre batalla de 22 de Julio ultimo, segun lo ha solicitudo dicho Ayuntamiento 
en papcl de 29 del mismo. De orden de S. M. lo communicamos a V. E. por 
intelligeiicia de S. A. y de mas efectos convenientes. Dios guardc V. £. muchos 
anos. Cadiz, 17 de Agosto dc 1812. Manuel de Llano, Deputado Sccretaiio; 
Juan Bernardo O, Gavan, Deputado Secretario. Secretario del dcspacho de 
Gracia y J usticia. 

Le Roi d'Espagne au Due de Feltre, Ministre de la Guerre. Madrid, le 1 8 J uillet, 1812. 

M. le Due, je viens de rccevoir la nouvcllc que la division Palombini se rend 
aux ordres que jc lui ai donnds. J’attends avec impatience son arriv6e pour me 
porter au secours de Tarnide de Portugal. 

J*ai donnd Tordre aux troupes de Tarmcc d' Aragon, qui se trouvent dans la pro- 
vince de Cuenca, de me joindre ; inais jusqu’ici je ne puis encore me flatter de les 
voir arriver. Toutefois je partirai sans elles dcs que la division Italiennc sera 
arrivde. Le peu de troupes ae I’armde du Centre cst rduni aux environs de Madrid. 
La cavalerie doit 8tre demain b Naval Camera. Toutes les provinces du centre 
sont dvacudes, et m£*me les positions de Somosiei;ra, de Buytrago, etc. Je n’eusse 
pas dter5duit b ces fllcheuses extrdmites, si le gcndral en chef de I’armde du Nord 
eflt obdi aux oidres que je lui ai donnds si souvent, de secourir b tout prix Parnide 
de Portugal, en abandonnant momentandment les points qui exigent des gamisons, 
comme je viens de le faire. Je vous le repbte, M. le Due, siPEmpereur ne trouve 
pas le tiioyen de faire que les gdndraux des armdes du Nord, d’ Aragon, et duMidi 
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m'obeissent, TEipagne est perdue^ et avcc elle Tarinde Fraii 9 aiBe. Je vtms I'ai 
d4jk mandc, et je le r^p6te encore, parce quc les circonstancea deviennent toua lea 
joura plus graves, qiie les gdndraux qui ne penscnt qu'k leura provinces, et non k 
1 'ensemble des operations, soient destitiids de tout commandement, pour I'exemple 
de leurs auccesseurs ; quMls lie puiasent avoir d'autrea inatructiona que^ oelle de 
m'obdir ; on que TEmpercur ne me condamne pas k dtre le tdmoin impuiaaant du 
ddalionneiir de sea arnies et de la perte dc ce pays. Je confirme done tout oe que 
je vouB ai di^k dcrit par ma lettre d' liter k ce sujet. 

Le Marechal Due dc Uaguse it S. M. le Roi d'Espagne. Arevalo, le 25 Juillet, 1812. 

J’ai riioiineur dc rendre conipte k V. M. des dvdiiementa qiii ae soiit paaida 
jnsqu'k muii arrivdc sur le Douro, et des motifs qui m’y avuient amend. Ayant 
nugnientd moii avLillerie et ma cavalerie, et la division du gdndral Bonet ni'oyant 
rejoint, je me suis mis en devoir de reprendre roireiisive. Le 17 de ce mois, uprds 
avoir manccuvrd pendant 4 ou 5 jours par ma droite dans la direction de loro, 
pour donner le cliange h reiinemi, j'ai ctdboiiche par le pout de Tordesillua, et je 
suis arrive sans diilicultd sur le plateau de Riicda. Le meine jour, Tarmee a 
couclid ii Nava del Rey. Le 18, ayant surpris Tavant-garde dc renneini k Torre- 
cilia dp la Orden, je I’ui poussde avcc vigueur, et fovcce de faire une retrnitc k 
plus de 3 lieues avcc beaucoup dc precipitation et Ic plus grand danger, cunstum- 
ment sous mon canon. Cc jour-U j'arrivai sur les Lords de la Guarc&u, ok 
I'ennemi prit position. La force dc cette position in'ayant cmpSclid de Tattaquer, 
je manoeuvrai pour efFcctuer le passage dc cettc riviere, qui cut lieu le 20. 
L’emieini, qui in'avait suivi dans mon iiioiivcineiit, chcrcha a s’eiiiparer des pla- 
teaux qui faisaient la sAretc de mon opdrntioii ; inais il nc put rciissir, et nous 
maiiopiivraines constnmmciit sous Ic canon Tun de Taiitrc. Cc genre d'opdrations 
est Ic spul qui couvient avcc les Anglais, qui out uu talent particulier pour prendre 

I iosition, et qu’il faut contrarior autant quc possible, cn ciupccliaut, avunt ae com- 
lattre, qu’ils puiasent s’y ctablir. Lp 20, rpiiiiciiii s' eat porte sur la forte position 
du San Cristoval cn avant de Salamauqiir. Lc 21, j'cncctuai le passage de la 
Tonnes, aprks m'etre ciiipard du poste d Alba. L'orm^e se pla 9 a entre Alba de 
Tormes ct Solamaiique h la tete dea bois. Dans la nuit du 21 au 22, rarmdc 
Anglaisc passa la Tormes et prit position en face dc moi, k 3 quarts de lieuc de 
distance. J’ullai la reennnattre a la pointe du jour, ct je passai la matinde k faire 
des dispositions, d*abord dans I’objet d’linc bonne defensive, et ensuite dans celui 
d'attaquer, si les circonstanccs m'en faisaient espdrer des avaiitagcs. Apres les 
dispositions quc j'avuis ])rises, tout scmblait prdsager les cl'anccs les plus favo- 
rables. Jo crus ndeessaire dc faire occuper u notre gauche U' plateau qui coin- 
plctaii notre defensive, ct <jui en niemc tetups devait ctre trds utile dans le cas ou 
nous agirions en offensive, u laqiiclle j'dtais presque decide. Jo fw occuper ce 
plateau par la 5™* division ct la reserve d’artillerie k cheval, avec ordre formcl de 
lie pas se porter an delk. Coinmc il dtait possible que I’ennemi, nous croyant 
maitre.s de ce plateau, se deciddt k I’attaquer avaiit que j'eusse le temps de reunir 
tous nos moyeiis, j 'ordonimi k deux divisions de sc rapprocher pour dire en mesure 
d’y soutenir la 5"". Le geiidral Maucune ebassa le ddtachement Anglais qui 
occupait les hauteurs, et lc culbuta. Jusque-lk nous n’avions eu que des succks, 
et tout annon 9 ait qu*ils seraient complets. Je jugeai qu’il fallait promptement 
porter de nouvelles troupes pour agir avec vigueur sur le point ok se trouvait le 
gdneral Maucune, et empdener que I'ennemi, qui rduiiissait sea forces, ne lui tint 
tdte. Je rassemblai sur-le-champ toutes cclles qui dtaieiit k ma portde, et je 
m’occupais de les conduirc ct de prendre le commandement de cette partiq de la 
ligne, loisquc, pur une cruelle fatality, ct au moment ok ma prdsence dtait le plus 
ncceasaire, un coup de canon k mitraille me renversa en me fracossant le bras 
droit, et me faisant deux larges blessures dans lc cdte, ce qui me mit hors d’dtat 
de garder le commandement. L’anarchie qui sucedda k cet accident emp8clia de 
Buivre les mesures que j’avais ordonndea (ce qui contribua k la prolonger, e’est que 
le gdndral Bonet, k qui revenait le commandement comme le plus anden gdndral 
de division, fut dgalement blessd peu d’instants aprds moi), de manikre que le 
gdndral Maucune, aprks avoir eu de fort beaux succds, accabld par le nombre dea 
ennemis, fut obligd de se retirer. Les troupes qui arrivoient k son secours n’avant 
pas d’ensemble, nirent aussi contraintes dc se retirer, aprks avoir fait des pitMligea 
de valour. Knfin, Sire, aprks 3 heurcs de combat, les troupes abandoimerent le 
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champ de bataillc. Le gdnM Clause], qui oommande Tarnide, a cru ndcessairc' 
do ropaasor la Tormos, ct doit prendro pmdtion sur la rivo droito du Douro. L*dt»t 
dans iequel jo mo trouve me force k ne rendre qu*nn compte tr^-succinct k V. M. ; 
lorsqtie je le pouirai, j*aurai Phoilneur d*entrcr dans do plus longs details avec ellc 
sur cet dvdnement, qui rotraco avec une raro dnergie les caprices de la fortune, et 
Tdchange des espdrancos les plus flatteuses contro les faits les plus tristes. L'armde 
a k reg^ter la perte do bon nombre d'ofiiciers de tous gmes. Les gchidraux 
Forey, Thorai6rcs, et Desmviers ont p<^ri ; le ^^tidral Bonot a eu la cuisso pere^ 
d’uneballe; legdn^ral Maine a dti^ blesse, ainsi que le gdndral Clause!, mais la 
blossure de ce dernier est Idg^re. On dvdue par aper^u notre perte k prds de 
5000 hommes. Cello des Anglais doit etre mnnimont plus forte ; il est difficile 
d’eneprimer le mal que leur a fait notro arllllcric. 


Le Due de Feltre, Ministre de la Guerre, au Mardclial Due de Baguse. 

Paris, le 14 Novembie, 1812. 

Lorsque, le 18 AoOt dernier, j’eus Thonneur de rdpondre auxlettrcs que V. £. 
m’avait adressdes par son aide dc camp, M. Fabvier, pour me donner les details 
relatifs k la bataille du 22 Juillet, j’eus soin de vous prdvenir que c’dtait k ]*Empp> 
reur qu'il appartenait de juger tout ce qui dtait rclatif k cette affaire, sur laquelle 
je lui avais transmis tout ce que vous m'aviez adressk. $. M., en me rdpoiidaut, 
m^a fait connaitre sa manikre de voir et de juger les ehoses, et m*a ordonnd k cette 
occasion de vous proposer diffdrentes questions, auxquelles I'Empercur exige de 
votre part une rdponse catdgorique. 8i j*ai tardd jusqu'k prdsent de vous adresser 
ces queBtions, c’dtait ]>our atteudre votre rdtablissement, ct me conformer en ceci 
aux intentions de S. M. 1. ; luainteiiant je n'ai plus qu’k m'acquitter du devoir quo 
ses ordres m*ont imposd eiivera vous. 

L’Empereiir, dans rexameu qu’il a fait de vos opdrations, est parti d'un principe 
que vous ne pouvez mdconiiaitrc ; c*cst que vous clevez considdrer le lioi comme 
votre gdndral en chef, et que vos mouvemeiitb dtant subordoniids ausystkine gdndral 
ado[)td liar S. M. C., vous dovicz toiyours prendre* ses ordres, avani d’entreprendre 
des operations qui sortaieut do cc systdiuc. Plocd imr une suite dc dispositions 
gdudrales k Salaiuaiique, il dtuit tout simple dc vous y defeiidre, si vous dtiez at- 
taqud, iiiais vous no jKiuvicz vous dloigner dc plusicurs inarches de cejxiint, sans en 
prdvonir votre gdndwd cii chef. Jc ne puis vous dissimiilcr, M. Ic Mardolial, que 
I'Emjxjreur envisage votre inanidre d’agir dans le cas indujuc, comme unc insubordi- 
nation foniiclle, et une desolicissancc k ses ordres. Cejiendant vous avez fait plus 
encore: vous Otes sorti dc votre defensive sur Ic Douro, ok vous iiouvicz etre 
secoiini ])ar des rciifbrts do Matlrid, ]>our prendre ruHensivc sur rennemi, sans 
attendre los ordres du lloi, ni les sccours qu’U ctait k nienie de vous envoyer. Sans 
doutc, vous avez pense qu’ils vous etaient inutilcs ; ct respdrance d’un succcs que 
vous avez cm jiGuvoir obtenir soul, vous a entraSnd k ogirsans attendre des renfort*', 
dont la proximitc du Boi vous donnait la certitude. Mtfs e’ost prdcisdment ce que 
rEm|)erour condamno, puisque vous vous etes permis dc livrer oataillc sans y dtre 
autorisd, et que vous avez compromis par Ik la gloirc des armes Francaises et le 
service de I’Empercur. Si du moins, en vous deeidant k courir los eWices d’un 
combat, vous avicz fait cc qui dcjicndait de vous jiour en assurer le succks, on 
pourrait supposer quo vous avez cramt dc luisser ecnapper unc occasion favorable ; 
mais, i>ar unc precipitation querien n'cxpliquc, vousn’avcz))asm@me voulu attendre 
le sci'ours dc la cavalcric do rami4c du Nord, qui vous ctait si important, ct dont 
vous ctiez certain, en retardant la bataille dc deux jours sculcmcnt. Cette con- 
duito, si difficile k concevoir, a fait d’autant plus d’imprcssion sur I’Empercur, que 
S. M. a vaiiicmcnt chcrchd dans votre ra]>port les motifs qui vous out fait a^r. 
Ellc n’y a ricn trquvd qui lui mt fiut connaitre I’C^tat rdel des cboses ; ct, comme 
elle veut dtre dcliurdc k cot dgord, ellc cxige do vous ime r^jxinse predse et catd- 
gorique aux questions suivantes : 

Pourquoi n’avcz-vous ])as instniit le B.oi que vous aviez dvacud Salamanque de 
plusieurs marches, et demandd ses ordres sur le parti quo vous aviez k suivre ? 

Pourquoi ktes-vous sort! de votre ddtensive sur le Douro, ct avoz-vous passd de 
la ddtensive k roffensive, sans attendre lea ronforts que vous aviez demandds ? 

Pourquoi vous 8tes-yous permis de livrer bataille sans I’ordre de votre gdndral 
en diof r 
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Enfin, pourquoi n’avez-vous pas au rooins retard^ de deux jours, pour avoir le 
sccours de la cavalerie quo voiis saviez en marehc ? 

Je vous invite, M. le Mardchul, k m’adresser le plus tdt que vous pourrez, une 
rdponse k ces questions, (jue je puissc mettro sous les yeux do TEmpereur. Je 
desire vivement quNdlc soit de nature h. le satisfairc, ct qu*clle lui donne dos expli- 
cations dont il a besoin, ]K>ur diininuer rimpression pt^nible que les dvdncmonts ont 
dd ndcessaircnient produire sur son esprit. 

Le Roi d^Espagne au Mar6clial Due de Dalmatle. Sdgovie, le 29 Juillet, 1 812. 

M. le Marcchal, Ma lettro du 6 deoe mois vous a uppris qiic i’armdc do Portufical 
s'etait retirde le 1" sur la rive droite du Doui*o, ot <juc IWiner etait on ])rdsciu ‘0 
sur la rive gauche. Les seeours quo j’avais dciiiandes k I’arinec du Nord nWri- 
viucnt pas, et j'dtais en memo temj>s trds-in(|uiet des mouvonients ilu general Hill, 

3 ui, n’nyont devant lui, le 3 de ce inois, que 11,000 hotnines, (hi corps du Comte 
’Erlon, pouvait facilcineiit fuirc un diitachcmcnt de 18,000 h 20,000 homines sur 
Madrid. 

Dans dcs conjonctures aussi diffirilcs, je vous ai jircscrif, le 7 de cc mois, de 
|K)rter un corps de 10,000 hummes sur Toledo, et j*ai donim cii memo t(»nips des 
ordres pour ruuiiir les troup(»s de rarmee du Centre, en ne eonhervaut de gurnisons 
qu’a Madrid et h. Toledo. 

Aussitut que cetfe rdunion fut o])er(V, je |)artis 1(» 21 di' cc mois d(» Madrid, av(*e 
1 4,000 homines, duns Ic dossein de Kicilitc*r U rann(‘e de Portugal le passage du 
Douro, et de me juiiidre ensuitc li (die iKiur teiiler le ^ort d’une adUirc (l(?ci8iv('. 

Mais M le Mar<3(‘hal Martiionf s’etait d(‘jii delermim' h jMisser (^e ticuv(‘ le 18, 
ct j'appris son mouvement a Villacastin, le 24. J(* dirigoai ma inarehe d’ajirea 

cotte coniiaissance, dans I’espoir de joindre I’ariiiee de Portugal avunt (pi’ellc en 
\int II un erigageiiient geiu^rul. 

Malheurcusernent il ('tait troj) tanl ; M. le Marc'chul Marmont, sui^ant Paniuje 
Anglaise, qui s’etait rcpiiee v(»rb Sulamanqiie, avuit pdSS(‘ la 'Poniu's, pour sc i)ort(*r 
sur les dcrri(*r(»s dc Tcnni'mi, ct ra\aif fonv Ji coinhattrc. L'atfairc acu lieu le 22. 
M. Ic Marcchal Marmont y liit hlessii, et oblige d(* remettro lo corriinuiidciiu^nt 
au ff<$ndral Clausel. Pliisieurs g^ii(?nuix furciit tues ou blcssiis, I't rarni(*c repussa 
la Tormes, apres avoir heaiiooiip souftert. 

Ces diUailb me furent doiines jmr une lettre de M. Ic Marcchal Munnunt, (jiii 
m’csl parvenue, Ic 25, ii Blasco Sane ho, oil jc rn’ctaib avanc(', c nnptunt ojicrer le 
leiidcniaiii ma jonction, J’eii rci^us on mOmo Omips un(‘ de M. '.r < nerul Clausel, 
beaiicoup ])lii& ularmantc, et d’m)res laquelle je iie pouvais jdus doiiter que Vatmee 
de Portugal, sc jugeant hors (fetaf de repreudre rojfeusire, n'arait d* autre parti 
d prcfidt 'e que de repnsser le Douto, pour atteindie Valladolid arant les jinghtis ; 
le g(^ncrul Clausel ajoutait, qiCil ne resterait sur le Douro que dans fc cas oii Lord 
WeHinglon marrherait sur Madrid. 

En effet, rarm(V se retira Ic 25 h Oliiiedo ; je n’cus alors autre chose ii fuirc, cn 
me rajiprochanl ii petitos jouriujes dc Madrid, (juo dc chcrcher, j)ar les mouvenumts 
dc ma cavalerie, h ralentir la jwiirsuitc dc I’eiincmi, ct j*y riiussis en attirant sur 
moi un corps dc 20,000 homines, qui b’avan^a, par la route de Villacastin, jusqu’au 
pout de la Boltoya. 

Cependant de nou\ell(*s lettres de M. le Marshal Due dc Raguse, et de M. le 
g(5neral Clausel, me df*eidercnt h me imrter sur Segovie. L’un et Pautre lu’ecri- 
vaiont que la jioursuite dc Pennemi etait moins vivc ; qu’ils diisiraicnt pouvoir* sc 
reunir h iiioi, et j’ai cru devoir, par ce mouvement, leur cn facilitcr les moyens au- 
tant qii’il diipcndait de moi ; mais je ne sais encore si cetto jonction pourra s’opiSrer, 
mon intention positive (Stant dc ne compromettre dans aucun cas mes communica- 
tions avee Madrid ct avec PAndulousic, ct ik* sachant point non plus si lo g(>neral 
Clausel voudra rcnoncer h. la di^fensc du nord pour venir me joindre. 

Les Anglais sont aujourd’hui h Olmcdo, et j'ignore h quel parti le gdn^ral 
Clausel sc sera arretc. 

£n attendant, jc ne perds pas un instant k vous instruire de Pdtat actuel des 
choscs, et a vous donner I’ordrc forme! d’dvacuer PAndalousie pour vous porter, 
avec toutes vos forces, sur Toledo. C’cst le scul moyen dc riStablir les affaires, et 
les ddtails dans lesqucls je suis entrd sur les 6v(^nements qui viennent d’avoir lieu, 
vous convaincront ais6ment que e’est Punique ressourcc qui nous reste. 
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SIS 

Le g£ii£ral Clauiel, commaudatit I'arm^e de Portugal, au Due de Feltre, Mbistre de la 

Oueire. Valladolid, le 18 Aotit, 1812. 

J’ld rapprochd du Douro toutc Tarindo. Les difficultds pour Ty faire subsistor 
sont presque insurmontables ; tous lc9 habitants sont cn iiiite, et les nombreuses 
liandes de guerrillas les dloignent par la force. Ainsi, le cultivateur, d'abord 
assassind par nos soldais, est puni, mearedrd, ddportd par les guerrillas, s’il reste 
dans le voisinage do Tarinde Fran<;*ai8e. II en rdsulte que Tarinde est obligde 
d’aller faire ses vivres devant IVnnemi, ot qu’ellc manque toiijours de tout ; que, 
par consequent, tout niouvement devient im|)OSBible. Notre position au milieu de 
la Castille est jMirfuitcmcnt scniblable b. celle ou nous nous sommes trouvds cn Por- 
tugal, position qui y causa notre ruine. Je suis cependaiit j)arvcnu h. arrOter les 
premiers ddsordres. Plus dc 50 soldats ont did jugds prdvotalement et oxdcutes : 
reaemplc a ]>Toduit un bon eftbt. Les oflRcicrs, meme les officiers supdriem, se 
sont convaincus par rcxpdrifiicc que les punitions les attcindraient aussi, s*ils 
ii’arretaient et no punissaient eux-memes les ddsordres ciuMls ont tolcrds, ct aui ont 
i>rodiiit un esprit abominable duns rarmde. Depiiis, yai eu la satisfaction ae voir 
I'armde marcher en bon ordre, les habitants et lours niaisons respeetds, et Iwaucoup 
moins de pillage qu'au^jaravant. 

L*armde a 20,000 honinies d’infanterie, 1800 che^aux, 50 boiichea h feu, 
et 1,600,000 de cartouches d’inranteric. J’espero qubl nous reviendra 4000 ou 
5000 muraudeurs, qui ont suui \ejs Burgos et Vitoria le convoi d’Aiidalousie, 
assassinant et pillant partout, el \oulant s’en alh‘r cn France. Comme Taniide 
n’est pas assez Forte et assez bien reniiM' ]wmr la ])orter siir-le-ehamp sur la rive 
gauche du Douro et dans la dire<‘tion de Madrid ; epic jc suis pressd uc ravitailler 
Astorgu ct Zamora ; ou’il a*y a aucun danger h fain* un ddtat heineiit ^ jamr sauver 
les ganiisons de ees pLiccs, je ddtache 2 divisions pour cetto operation. Jc sais 
(pie rannde de Galice rt'gagne a\ec jndcijiitation ses montagncj ; j’espdrc uu’oii 
arnveru ii temjis ti Astorga, dont la gurnisoii se trouvo ScUis vivres dejiuis cpiclques 
joui'b. Les divibionb (im* j(' ddlache seroiit rtuitrees le 26 au plus tarrt, (*t fiar con- 
bdquent avant que c(m1cs (pie renrumii pourrait rcnvoyi'r de Ma«lrid sur le Douro 
soient h jHirtdi* de Valladolid, A eette dpo(|U(*, It* Boi aura sans duiitc re^*u les 
secours quMl attend des arindt*s du Mitli et d’Aragon. Jo mo nicttrai h. meme de 
Rui>re Icb niouvemcntb de reiiiicmi et de me reunir au Boi, lorstjue lesJajtfg^s 
entreront en opt^ratioii ; ou de me pla(*cr sur les deiriert's dt* rarinct* Anglais^<^ans 
les iiiontagneb d’ Avila, si je vois eettt* amide siiivie dc prds par Tarmee du Roi, cl 
que je ne sois |)as expose ii Otre engagt* seiil avee l(*s forces rdimi(*s de reiinemi. 
Si Tarmci* ^ngluise ne cpiitte Mudiid tpi’.i ra])proehe des arnid(»s du lloi, il est b 
croire que h* geiidrul Wellington prendra alor^ sa direction jiar Avila, le Val 
d’ Ambles, le Puerto de Villatoro, Piedrahita, et Puente del ("ongosto. Si cola est 
ainsi, j'espere faire dprouver des jjertes a Tenncmi avant qubl repabse la Tormes. 
Si rennemi revient avec toutc son ariiice vers inoi, je me tieiKlrai en position, 
quoique toujours ii peu de distance de lui, afiii de n’avoir aucun dchec h dprouxer. 
Votre Excellence pent etre jx^rsuadde (lue je ne iiegligerai ricn, pendant le temps 
({ue durera mon eommandement, pour ramener Portlre dans rarmde, et la mettre 
le plus tot possible en dtat de combattre ; niais j'avoue que e’est unc taehc au-dessus 
de nics forces, et bien diflBcile mcme pour ceux qui ont une grande habitude dans 
le eommandement des amides. 

II est proliable que les Anglais sont entrds h Madrid le 12. On rapjKirte que 
Sa Majestd avait fait ses disjxisitionb pour sortir dc la capitalc. 11 y a pros du 
Douro un corjxs de 10,000 hoinmes, Anglais et Portugais, en observation, soutonus 
par d’autres troupes pros du Guadarrama. Je iic compte pas les bandes de guerrillas 

2 u’ils ont a lour dis})osition. 1200 hommeb de cavaferie Anglaisc sont sur le 
>ouro. Lc general Anson, qui les commande, a son quartier gdndral h Tudcla. 
Je \ais le faire repasser sur la rive gauche du Douro. 
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